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* What is the significance of Goa Liberation Day celebrated on December
197

19 f&HeR &I AAT ST dTel AT AP Raw 1 Aged 1 87

* A. Liberation of Goa from Portuguese rule / gﬁ?ﬂ?-ﬁ M T INGT Y

B. Goa's integration into India as a state / MdT FT TH AT & T A
HRT H TehIhIoT .
C. Signing of the Goa Treaty / MaT AT 9T FEATER

D. Establishment of Goa as a Union Territory / IaT &I TH g arfad
YU F T A YT FIT




e Under which military operation was Goa liberated from Portuguese
control?

INaT &l GadlTell [HIF0T § FAFd A & AT g S
HATT & dgd FRas i IS M2
* A. Operation Vuay/3-lTCI'l'QF-l' CSE]

B. Operation Meghdoot / HT9erT

C. Operation Cactus / 3TUQIT $heed
D. Operation Blue Star / 3IT9erT se] ¥FCR




. Whicfj_*xrear was Goa granted statehood in India?

INAT Al AR H TSI T cal hT ayv yYereT har ar?

* A. 1961
B. 1972
C. 1987
D. 1990



* What was the main focus of the Travel and Tourism Development
Index (TTDI) 2024, in which India ranked 39th?

I 3R Gied ReN ga&& (TTDI) 2024, TSHH ARA 399
Tl 9 YET, ol & RTT AT AT?

* A. Enhancing global connectivity / 3/®a% FafFefadl &1 aeEr

et
B. Boosting digital infrastructure / f2faieer Eﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁﬁ e & Ferdar

Tl
. Sustainability in tourism development / ied R 7 rdar

C
D. Promoting rural tourism / JTHIOT GdeT T Fer@r el




* What is the average speed of freight trains as per the Standing

Committee on Railways report? ‘
ﬁw?ﬁaﬁ%%ﬁqﬁé%wmﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁsﬂw
Fdl &

* A. 20.5 km/h
B. 25.14 km/h
C. 28.7 km/h
D. 30.2 km/h



* India’s first fully solar-powered border village, Masali, is located in
which district?

HRA T_Tgell JUId: AN Foll Alld AT g FHATel ford
forer & &ua &7

* A. Kutch / =&

B. Banaskantha / JATHSIST
C. Surat / {Id
D. Junagadh [ STaTaTE




* Under the PM Suryaghar Yojana,
how much electricity is generated
by solar rooftops in Masali village?

fiey IR AT & dgd

AT Mg H HioR FHelg

8 fohdsll fasTell 3cUesT glar 87
* A. 150 kW

B. 200 kW

C. 225 kW
D. 250 kW




* . What GST rate is applied to coconut oil labeled as edible oil?

@led dd & & A REAd RIS dof W il AT STHET &I
oITa] BT 872

* A. 5%

B. 12%

C. 18%

D. 28%



e According to the ILO report on migrant workers, what percentage of
the global labor force were international migrants in 20227

HSU3T hl JardT HTASI W RUIC & HAAIR, 2022 H JRah
FH I T Tohdel TiAed HARTSET yardtr o472

*A.3.5%
B.4.7%
C.5.5%
D. 6.2%




* Which classical music style did Tansen, the legendary Indian musician,
bring into prominence?

ey HARAT HIdeR dieidel o fhd AT FIfla Al
FHEAT feers?

 A. Thumri / Fﬂﬁ
B. Khayallm

C. Dhrupad / ¢4
D. Tarana /FITI?lT
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Mark Twain, Various
Works
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‘ “L; -,’) | * “Courage is not the absence of fear but the ability
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STORIES FROM THE MOUNTAINS

A recent festival in Delhi, showcasing ?’
the cultures and conservation work of
Himalayan communities, cou

kickstart more conversations

MAGAZINEY PAGE 1

.

ON SUNDAY

What are india’s plans

for a quantum
satellite?

FAQ » PAGE s

U.S. court finds Israel’s

NSO group liable for
hacking WhatsApp
WORLD » PAGE 12

www.thehindu.com

Vol. 2 - No. SO

Jadeja hopes to carry
on in similar vein in the

rest of the series
SPORTS » PAGE 13

wUWAIT
Prime Minister Narencra Modi,

of the country in Kuwas, and
called it a “mini-Hindustan™. He
=36ck india had the potentiat

%0 become the “skill capitat

of the world™. » PAGE 3

Shah says police

in No:
should ‘reorient’

NEW DELIE
Ureon Home Minister Amit

States should change their
orientation, and ensure that
every ctizen is granted their
FIENt 10 property, honour, and
family protection. » PAGE 3

missiles; Council pr

Yikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

he much-anticipat-
T siestsr

Goods and ser\mces
Tax (GST) levies on life and
health insurance

charge of the indirect tax
regime, at its 55th meeting
on Saturday, as some mem-
bers sought more discus-
sions on the matter before
call
A c.mup of Ministers un-
der Bihar Deputy Chief Mi-
<

once more
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ST on rate ration-
alisation pertaining  to

about 150 items, including

es setting up a
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ial group to examine tax levies imposed by disaster-hit States, gives more time for group examining Compensation Cess levies

a price-based
levy for garments, and 5%
levies for packaged drink-
ing water, and bicycles
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Union Finance Minister
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statement.
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for labelled and pre-pack-
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nounced that the Coundil
agreed to reduce the

these are supplied with an
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Five killed as SUV rams Christimas market in
Germany; seven Indians among 200 injured

MAGDEBURG

German cellor Olaf
Scholz on Saturday con-

lass. the Isracli mustany sald
on Satunday, days after isracll

Yemen. » PAGE 12

the “terrible, in-
sane™ car-ramming attack
on a crowded Christmas
markes that killed five peo-
ple and Injured over 200.
Seven Indians were among
the injured. sources said_

The police arrested a
S0-year-old Saudi Arabian
psychiatry doctor at the
se Fr

ene on ;. mext to
the bauered SUV that had
h the fes-

tive crowd le.wmg a trafl of
carnage and bloodied ca-
sualnes.

visited the at-
l;\ck site in Nélgdeburg on
te said at least

edged that Germa-

ny would respond “with

that has been plunged into

a heated debate on lmmi-
gration and security ahead
of elections in February.
The Ministry of External
Affairs, in a statement con-

dent: The poSice and ambulances working next to the Christmas market, where 3 car
crashed into a crowd on Friday, in Magdeburg, Germany. AFP

demning the “horrific and

is In -:onu(( with ans
injured. It, however, did

not specify the number of
injured Indiians.

“Islamophobic stance”
Interior Minister

e
Taleb jJawad Al Abdul-
mohsen, the suspect. had

nent residence permuit,
working in a clinic near
Magdeburg. He had also
worked as a rights activist

far rlght in social media

Govt. amends rule
to restrict access
to polling footage

the polling s=scions

duct of Exection Rutes to r

Sre.
NEW DELHI

“entre has am
the Conduct of Election
Rules to restrict public ac-
cess to a section of poll
documents. This was
hroug.ht mnto eﬂ'ec( through
ued by the

i Anpurs Srom PTD

hlmlsuyodlxwa.nd] tice
on Friday following a re-

25% of India’s total area under green cover, says survey report

The Hindu Bureau
TENNAL

india’s forest and tree cov-

Report (ISFR) 2023, re-
leased by the Government
of india on

one hectare. Thus “forest™
in ISFR includes lanta-
tions. The FSI counts trees
ou

‘tree cover” if they

less ‘Gne hectare and if
they also lie outside re-
serve forest areas. FSI Di-
rector-General

The increase of 25.17%
breaks down to 21.76% of
forest cover (715 lakh sq.
km) and 3.41% of tree cover
@289 sq_ k).

The Forest Survey of In-
dia (FSD defines -forest
cover™ as land with tree ca-

density exceeding

10% and covering at least
cae
S

2.29 billion tonnes over
2005 levels.

india’s Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions to-

The India State of Forest Report 2023 was released by

wards the Paris Agree-

create an additional car-
bon sink of at least 2.5 bil-

green:
the Goracement of india on Satisrday. b, SATMOONTIN

lion tonnes 0.
The FSI's Inclusion of
plantations in “forests™ has
feen howev-

er, as they lack the dead-
wood and underground
biomass development that
also sequester carbon

The FS1 has been assess-

area under forest and tree
cover (85,724 5q.

The largest increase in
forest and tree cover in this
pertod was recorded in
=

S84 sq. kam).

The overall increase ln
tree and forest cove

Zain afer ac.

Counting for loases. Among

other places, losses have

been recorded in the West-
ern Ghats and Eastern

regions.
kewise. while “very
ense” forests expanded
by3 L465.12 5q. kam, “moder-
ately dense” and ‘open’ for-
ests  have shrunk by
LO43.23  sq.
2asom sa. km,

1y
(With agency inputs)

by the
Election Commission (EC).
Rule 93¢2)(a) of the 1961
Conduct of Election Rules
had earlier stated that ~all
papers relating to the
election shall be open to
ic inspection”. After

the amendment, it reads,
“all cther papers as spacl:

cent direction to the EC by

the Punjab and Haryana

High Court to share all doc-

uments related to Haryana
olls,

cally refer to electronic re-
ords. Considering the se-

s lssue of violation of
Secrecy of vote and poten-
tial misuse of OCTV footage
of inside of the polling sta-
dnnA the rule has been

nded.” He said,
ing of CCTV footage may
have

ble for public inspection.”
rected”

govern:
Rule 93(2) of Conduct of
Elections Rules to restrict
people’s right to access
election related records af-
ter High Cours orders dis-
closu

treating CCTV footage also
55 permissible under Rule
93¢, to a
named Mal

According to a senior EC
official, “The rule men-
toned election papers.
The election papers and

ret
filed in bay 2024 \inder
93(2) for coples of

I-onn 17C are still pending;”
arency activist Anjali
Bharadwa) said.

ERODES INTEGRITY: CONG.
»PAGES




GST review on life, health insurance deferred

At its 55th meeting, the apex body in charge of the indirect tax regime raises taxes on used cars, including electric cars, and exempts gene therapy, long-range surface-to-air

missiles; Council proposes setting up a ministerial group to examine tax levies imposed by disaster-hit States, gives more time for group examining Compensation Cess levies

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

he much-anticipat-
I I Ied review of the
Goods and Services

Tax (GST) levies on life and
health insurance premi-
ums was put off by the GST
Council, the apex body in
charge of the indirect tax
regime, at its 55th meeting
on Saturday, as some mem-
bers sought more discus-
sions on the matter before
taking a final call.

A Group of Ministers un-
der Bihar Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Samrat Chaudhary is
now expected to meet
afresh to deliberate on the
insurance levies once more
before coming back to the
Council with its recom-
mendations.  Moreover,
suggestions on rate ration-
alisation pertaining to
about 150 items, including

a price-based differential
levy for garments, and 5%
levies for packaged drink-
ing water, and bicycles
priced under 10,000,
were also put off till the
Council’s next meeting.

The Council, chaired by
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman,
which met in Jaisalmer, al-
so decided to grant more
time to a ministerial group
tasked with suggesting a
road map for dealing with
the GST Compensation
Cess levies on several items
that are scheduled for a
March 2026 sunset.

The Council did agree
on some rate changes, in-
cluding exempting gene
therapy and long-range
surface-to-air missiles
(LRSAMs) from the tax,
raising the levies on used
car sales, including electric
vehicles, to 18% from 12%.

Playing safe

At the GST Council’s 55th meeting, members agreed to some changes in the indirect tax regime,

while deferring a decision on many broader issues

| W)

D-day: Finance
Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman
chairs GST
Council meeting
. in Jaisalmer,
L Rajasthan
&
SETTLED . Levyon NOT SETTLED Plan to tax
fortified . Floor Space
by
::(2‘;?;: _ rice kernels ~ ges\#(leg/izztzs] Index (FSI)
Savoury to to be reduced from health and life charges for real

attract 5% or 12%

18% to 5%

GST, 18% levy on
sweetened varieties

rEm Gift vouchers
are not taxable

&

electric ones, raised
from 12% to 18%

insurance premiums

estate firms

Tax on Rate Rationalisation -

used cars, Future of GoM proposals made

including Compensation  for rate changes on
Cess levies about 150 items not

after March 2026 sunset

taken up

“Gene therapy that is
now critical for dealing
with life-threatening dis-
eases, so have been totally

exempted [from GST].
LRSAM systems are very
important in defence, so
we have decided to extend

the exemption on the sys-
tems, sub-systems, equip-
ment, parts, sub-parts,
tools, test equipment and

software meant for their
assembly or manufacture
from Integrated GST le-
vies,” she conveyed after
the Council’s meeting.

A ministerial group
would be set up to examine
tax levies by States hit by
natural disasters. “On the
request of State of Andhra
Pradesh, the Council re-
commended that a GoM be
constituted to examine the
legal and structural issues,
and recommend a uniform
policy on imposition of le-
vy in case of a natural dis-
aster in the State,” the Fi-
nance Ministry said in a
statement.

The council has decided
to levy a tax of 18% on
sweetened or caramelised
popcorn, and levy 5% on
the salty and spicy varie-
ties that are not pre-pack-
aged and labelled, and 12%
for labelled and pre-pack-

aged savoury popcorn.

A proposal to levy GST
on charges collected by
municipalities for granting
Floor Space Index to buil-
ders, presented to the
Council on Saturday, was
put off at the Centre’s beh-
est. It was also agreed
upon by Council members
that gift vouchers are not
liable to attract GST nor are
penal charges imposed by
banks and non-banking fi-
nance companies on bor-
rowers failing to comply
with loan conditions.

Ms. Sitharaman an-
nounced that the Council
had agreed to reduce the
GST on fortified rice ker-
nels from 18% to 5% as
these are supplied with an
intent to pass them on the
public distribution system.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 2 & 11



Topic
Established
Article
Chairperson

Members

Key Functions

Details

2016 (Constitutional Amendment Act, 101st Amendment)
Article 279A

Union Finance Minister

- Union Minister of State (Revenue/Finance)

- Finance Ministers/Representatives of all States/UTs

- Recommend GST rates, exemptions, and thresholds.

- Resolve disputes related to GST.

- Suggest measures for improving revenue collection.

- Determine principles for GST levy, model GST law, and apportionment.



Voting - Total Votes: Central Govt (1/3), States/UTs (2/3).
- Decision Requires: 75% majority of votes.

GST Council Secretariat Located in New Delhi.

Frequency of Meetings At least once every quarter.

Impact - Streamlines indirect tax structure.
- Ensures cooperative federalism.

- Reduces cascading tax effects.

Recent Initiatives - Inclusion of petroleum under GST.

- Simplified GST return filing process.

- Rationalization of GST rates.




Item

Fortified Rice
Kernels (FRK)

Gene Therapy

Autoclaved Aerated
Concrete (AAC)
Blocks

Fresh or Dried Black
Pepper and Raisins

Bank/NBFC Penal
Charges

Payment
Aggregators'

Services

Merchant Export
Supplies

Previous
GST Rate

18%

Taxable

5%

5%

Taxable

Taxable

Standard
Rates

Revised GST
Rate

5%

Exempted

12%

Exempted

Exempted

Exempted

0.1%
(Compensation

Cess)

Details

Used in public distribution programs to
combat malnutrition; rate reduction aims

to make FRK more affordable. newsx

Full GST exemption granted to make life-

saving treatments more accessible.

NEWSX

Applicable if containing more than 50%
fly ash content; adjustment addresses
inverted duty structure. ciearmax

When supplied directly by agriculturists;
exemption clarifies tax applicability.

CLEARTAX

GST exemption on penal charges for loan
defaults to reduce financial burden on

borrowers. cieartax

Exemption for transactions up to 22,000

to promote digital payments. ciearmax

Reduced cess rate on supplies to

merchant exporters to boost exports.

CLEARTAX



Goods and Services with Increased GST Rates:

Item

Used
Vehicles
(Including
EVs)

Ready-to-Eat

Popcorn

Previous GST

Rate

12%

5% (Unpackaged)
[ 12% (Packaged)

Revised GST
Rate

18%

12% (Standard) /
18%

(Caramelized)

Details

GST rate increased on the sale of used
vehicles by registered sellers; direct sales

between individuals remain untaxed.

REUTERS

Pre-packaged, labeled popcorn now
attracts 12% GST; caramelized variants
incur 18%. Unlabeled popcorn mixed with
salt or spices retains 5% GST if not pre-

packaged, ONE INDIA



Playing safe

At the GST Council’s 55th meeting, members agreed to some changes in the indirect tax regime,

-

Popcorn

taxation -

Savoury to
attract 5% or 12%
GST, 18% levy on
sweetened varieties

7R Gift vouchers
are not taxable

while deferring a decision on many broader issues

Levy on
fortified
rice kernels

~ to be reduced from

18% to 5%
Tax on
used cars,

&
including

electric ones, raised

from 12% to 18%

NOT SETTLED
Review of the
GST levied on

fi]_ health and life

insurance premiums

@ Future of
Compensation

2 :
Cess levies
after March 2026 sunset

D-day: Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman
chairs GST
Council meeting
in Jaisalmer,
Rajasthan

Plan to tax
Floor Space
Index (FSI)

~ charges for real
~ estate firms

- Rate Rationalisation -
- GoM proposals made
- for rate changes on

- about 150 items not

- takenup




* Deferred Topics

* Life and Health Insurance: GST review on life and health insurance premiums was deferred to the
next meeting.

SaeT 3R ey AT NATE . FHeadr i HeIr S 39Tl 866 do ol I=T|

* Compensation Cess: Discussion on the future of Compensation Cess after March 2026 was

postponed.
3G 39 (Compensation Cess) T HTIST, ST AT 2026 & &1, HHCT &l dTell g,

X Tt dfed|
* Rate Rationalisation: Deljberations on tax rationalisation for about 150 items were deferred.
el 150 ER—T:)B—]T W & JoTHedTehsT (Rate Rationalisation) T 3R AT f¢Ir I1am|




* New Proposals Under Review

* Municipal Charges: GST exemption for charges collected by municipalities for Floor
Space Index (FSI) fees.

SEIRS IGEIEII IRy ECERUG ?le_rlc\ﬁ Qolcvaﬁ (Floor Space Index charges) UX LI
el ofdaT|

* Natural Disaster: A ministerial group will be set up to examine tax measures in natural
disaster-hit states. o . . .
ITehfcieh el JeATidd Tsdl H T Alfd H JUR 8d Teh HAl THE (GoM) F
EIMYAT|




* Approved Adjustments

* Fortified Rice Kernels: GST reduced from 18% to 5% on fortified rice

kernels.
tI>IT\|U|~’—I¢I~<-I Il Sheied (Fortified Rice Kernels) 9¥ STHCT &l 18% &
geTy 5% fhar T

. Used Cars and Electric Vehicles: GST rate increased from 12% to 18%.

STAHATT T I8 FRT IR Solfdesd TBaAT W I & 12% T Fea
18% &I 7S]

* Snacks: GST of 18% on sweetened popcorn and 5% on salted snacks.

FAICE Ulehle] 3 dHGIT Toad T hAA7: 18% 3R 5% Iuddr|




* Exemptions Approved

* Gene Therapy and Missiles: Gene therapy and long-range surface-to-
air missiles (LRSAM) exempted from GST due to their importance in

defense and healthcare.
SICEIEL] GeneTherapy)ﬁTﬂﬁE@ﬁWﬁ%ﬁTﬁm
el aTell (LRSAM) T STHET ¥ B & 5|



= Ministerial Group Recommendations

e Disaster-hit States

e A ministerial group will examine tax structures for states hit by natural disasters
and recommend measures for relief.

TTehfcien 3MYET3it & T Tl & fT SvHey dTue $r AT g
HAT THG IS
e The group will propose a uniform policy for handling taxes in emergencies.

3TUTAHTelT EATAAT H FT Ud & o olT Teh HATA Alfd hl TEAT|




1.Insurance Policy Revisions

1. The Bihar Deputy CM will lead the new review on insurance policies with
fresh recommendations.

TogR & 3YAEIHAT olT AR HT IEJTAT H AT A3l & folw
5 AW IR giaf|

2. Discussions on life and health insurance premium taxes to be further
debated.
Shaet 3R Fareey S\ NIATH 9T HA A A Flefelr 3R
TAATCHS Heal W R fohar Sireem|




* Economic and Policy Implications

1.Impact on Common People
1. Reductions in GST for common items like fortified rice will benefit the general
public.

ACT a&3il W Svgdl e & wcldl, o fob Qyvrgerd arad, @
T Saar f qgir H gur|

2. The increase in GST on used cars and electric vehicles may increase the cost
for middle-class consumers.

ALIH g9 & fAv dele 3R IR Fraemsit 1 et i FA
AT |




* National Security Prioritization

* Exemptions for gene therapy and defense-related missiles reflect
prioritization of national security and healthcare.

T&TT &1 & ToIT 39heor 3T FiehIFEh WX T T F G20 H
T &THATIT H ey glafm|

* Defense and healthcare needs to be addressed in policy for national

growth. .
S FL&T 3R T &l rAgffHehar &l &l




* Revenue Concerns

* The delay in Compensation Cess decision impacts revenue forecasts
and the fiscal balance between the center and states.

oiidd 0T, S foh F3Mas 3us, Uoied AT 3N -
T fadT Aot &t “gHIfad X Tha 2

e States are concerned about the future structure of the Compensation
Cess post- 2026

[y Hh

I & fgEe

aﬁyﬁf\a?rl

& FT H 3Yh{ o JAST & Y

dd]

T 3THT



25% of India’s total area under green cover, says survey report

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

India’s forest and tree cov-
er has reached a quarter of
the country’s total geo-
graphical area, according
to the India State of Forest
Report (ISFR) 2023, re-
leased by the Government
of India on Saturday.

The increase of 25.17%
breaks down to 21.76% of
forest cover (7.15 lakh sq.
km) and 3.41% of tree cover
(1,289 sq. km).

The Forest Survey of In-
dia (FSI) defines “forest
cover” as land with tree ca-
nopy density exceeding
10% and covering at least

CcM

one hectare. Thus “forest”
in ISFR includes planta-
tions. The FSI counts trees
outside forests towards the
‘tree cover’ if they occupy
less than one hectare and if
they also lie outside re-
serve forest areas. FSI Di-
rector-General Anoop
Singh said bamboo cover is
also included in the tree
cover.

Union Environment Mi-
nister Bhupender Yadav
singled out the report’s
finding that India has aug-
mented its carbon sink by
2.29 billion tonnes over
2005 levels.

India’s Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions to-

P ~ % 3 P

Sea of green: The India State of Forest Report 2023 was released by

the Government of India on Saturday. M. SATHYAMOORTHY

wards the Paris Agree-
ment’s targets require it to
create an additional car-
bon sink of at least 2.5 bil-

lion tonnes by 2030.

The FSI's inclusion of
plantations in “forests” has
been controversial, howev-

er, as they lack the dead-
wood and underground
biomass development that
also sequester carbon.

The FSI has been assess-
ing forest cover since 1987
and tree cover since 2001.
The current report estimat-
ed green cover using data
from the Resourcesat se-
ries of satellites operated
by the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation.

Since 2021, Madhya Pra-
desh has had the largest
area under forest and tree
cover (85,724 sq. km).

The largest increase in
forest and tree cover in this
period was recorded in
Chhattisgarh (684 sq. km).

The overall increase in
tree and forest cover
means a net gain after ac-
counting for losses. Among
other places, losses have
been recorded in the West-
ern Ghats and Eastern
States Area (58.22 sq. km
less forest cover) and the
Northeast (327.30 sq. km
less forest cover) — both
highly biodiverse regions.

Likewise, while “very
dense” forests expanded
by 3,465.12 sq. km, ‘moder-
ately dense’ and ‘open’ for-
ests have shrunk by
1,043.23 sq. km and
2,480.11 sq. km,
respectively.

(With agency inputs)



KEY FINDINGS OF ISFR 2023

A MAXIMUM INCREASE IN FOREST
Chhattisgarh I 683.62sq km A
Uttar Pradesh 559.19sqkm 4

Odisha T TR 558.57sqkm 4
V¥ MAXIMUM LOSS IN FOREST

Madhya Pradesh [ 61241sqkm ¥
Karnataka fe——————1 459.36sqkm ¥y
ladakh B F— 15926 sqkm y

Nagaland = 125.22 sq km V




Category

India's Green

Cover
Forest Cover
Tree Cover

Definition of
Forest Cover (FSI)

Largest Forest

Cover

Largest Increase

in Green Cover

Carbon Sink

Increase

Paris Agreement

Target

Forest Losses

Changes in Forest

Density

Assessment
Source (FSI)

Details (English)

25% of the total geographical area.

21.76% (7.15 lakh sq. km).

3.41% (1,289 sq. km).

Land with canopy density >10% and area

>1 hectare. Includes plantations and

bamboo.

Madhya Pradesh (85,724 sq. km).

Chhattisgarh (+684 sq. km).

Increased by 2.29 billion tonnes over
2005 levels.

Additional carbon sink of 2.5 billion
tonnes by 2030.

Western Ghats and Eastern States

(-58.22 sqg. km); Northeast (-327.30 sq.

km).

Very dense: +3,465.12 sq. km;
Moderately dense: -1,043.23 sqg. km;
Open forest: -2,480.11 sqg. km.

Data from Resourcesat satellites by
ISRO.

faaor (&)

VRA &7 Fol MMifcids &ba BT 25% &Rd
& |

21.76% (7.15 &1 aif fawh) |

3.41% (1,289 af fast) |

10% ¥ 3178 ga 9-cd 3R 1 3R A
e Fbet drelt Y| sTH 91 3R
JeRIgoT MfAet|

T g1 a7 &F 7e W2l (85,724 aif
faset) |

BRa & o g 31fde gfg w<diame (+684
aif fas) |

2005 & &RI BT g1 H b1 {6 & 2.29
faferaT e Ht gfgl

2030 b 31fdfRart 2.5 fafaa a1 w1
R &1 oTed|

gfeerdt 're 3R i gl § HHY (-58.22
aif fasw); gafar o wHT (-327.30 af
faseft) |

TP T SiTTet: +3,465.12 arf for;
HeZH ¥ STet: -1,043.23 aif faswt; g
SiTTet: -2,480.11 atf faswt

SR & REde 39mEl 4 Sai



e Green Cover Overview

* India’s green cover, including forests and trees, now constitutes 25.17% of the country’s
total geographical area.

R chléc‘_»{l 3MROT, fSEA g 3R U5 MAST 8, <A & Fel Hlanfah & H1
25.17% &l

* Breakdown:

* Forest Cover: 21.76% (7.15 lakh sqg. km).
geT &1 21.76% (7.15 @ T fohall)|

* Tree Cover: 3.41% (1,289 sg. km).
Ug &l TGO 3.41% (1,289 gar ﬁoTﬁ)I




e Assessment and Definitions

* Conducted by the Forest Survey of India (FSI) using satellite data
from ISRO.

HRAT deT HA8TUT (FSI) AT ISRO & 393Ig SCT &l 3UANET
hich HAGTUT|

* Forests defined as land with tree canopy density exceeding 10% and
covering at least one hectare.

del I 10% ¥ 31T gaT Sl Gelcd 3T FH F HH Teh
gFCIX &F & ¥ H aftenia frar arr &




* Significant Findings
* Bamboo cover included in tree cover assessment.

19 31TaL0T &l USh o 31a0T A ATfAST fohar ar=am|

e Carbon Sink: India’s green cover has sequestered 2.29 billion tonnes
of carbon, progressing towards the Paris Agreement target of 2.5

billion tonnes by 2030.
asléfrraq?s’r\rw HRT & gRT a7 = 2.29 fAfeasr oo FreaT

gafed har gl




* Regional Variations

* Increase in Green Cover: Madhya Pradesh recorded the highest gain (85,724 sg. km).

gRd 3MaROT H Jefd: FEF Jer o FH 31fAh gefer gof & (85,724 1
EL]
* Losses:
 Western Ghats and Eastern States: 58.22 sqg. km less forest cover.

qieeel gre 3R gdl Ao 58.22 a1 ol T B

* Northeast Region: Loss of 327.30 sq. km forest cover.

gafal &9 327.30 J97 fAY g &7 fir AT




* Forest Density Trends

* Very Dense Forests: Increased by 3,465.12 sqg. km.
e d1: 3,465.12 @ frall i gefe|

* Moderately Dense and Open Forests: Reduced by 1,043.23 sq. km

and 2,480.11 sq. km, respectively.
HEIH Holcd 3R Tol doT: T 1,043.23 Faf Rt 3iR

2.480.11 TF fFra"& 4T




1.Controversies

1. The inclusion of plantations as “forests” has been a point of debate.

JETRIUUT &l "del" & §9 H 2AMA ST daeede @ &l

2. Critics argue plantations lack biodiversity and carbon sequestration ability
compared to natural forests.

3MTell<rehl &1 Teh & foh FaTRIY0T # S fafaerar 3R wee SRt
&THAT A gidrl gl




Govt. amends rule
to restrict access
to polling footage

New changes

The Centre has amended Conduct of Election Rules to restrict
public access to a section of poll documents

mThe Election Commission
says the rule mentions
election papers and does
not specifically refer to
electronic records. In order
to remove this ambiguity,
the rule has been amend-
ed to safeguard misuse of
CCTV footage from inside
the polling stations

mThe move comes
after a recent
direction to the EC
by the Punjab and
Haryana High Court |/
to share all docu-
ments related to
Haryana Assembly
Elections, including |
CCTV footage

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

The Centre has amended
the Conduct of Election
Rules to restrict public ac-
cess to a section of poll
documents. This was
brought into effect through
a notification issued by the
Ministry of Law and Justice
on Friday following a re-
commendation by the
Election Commission (EC).
Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961
Conduct of Election Rules
had earlier stated that “all
other papers relating to the
election shall be open to
public inspection”. After
the amendment, it reads,
“all other papers as speci-
fied in these rules relating
to the election shall be
open to public inspection.”
The move follows a re-
cent direction to the EC by
the Punjab and Haryana
High Court to share all doc-
uments related to Haryana
Assembly polls, including
treating CCTV footage also
as permissible under Rule
93(2), to a petitioner
named Mahmoud Pracha.
According to a senior EC
official, “The rule men-
tioned election papers.
The election papers and

documents do not specifi-
cally refer to electronic re-
cords. Considering the se-
rious issue of violation of
secrecy of vote and poten-
tial misuse of CCTV footage
of inside of the polling sta-
tion, the rule has been
amended.” He said, “Shar-
ing of CCTV footage may
have serious repercus-
sions, especially in sensi-
tive regions like naxal-af-
fected regions, etc., where
secrecy is important. All
election papers and docu-
ments are otherwise availa-
ble for public inspection.”

‘Transparency affected’
However, RTI activists have
said it was a setback to
transparency. “Huge set-
back for transparency! Mo-
di government amends
Rule 93(2) of Conduct of
Elections Rules to restrict
people’s right to access
election related records af-
ter High Court orders dis-
closure! Applications we
filed in May 2024 under
Rule 93(2) for copies of
Form 17C are still pending,”
transparency activist Anjali
Bharadwaj said.

ERODES INTEGRITY: CONG.
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 Amendment Overview

* The Centre has amended Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961 Conduct of Election Rules to restrict
g%ollc access to a section of election-related documents.

Wﬁ1961ﬂﬂﬁ3ﬂwﬁ'ﬂﬁ$ﬁ'ﬂﬂ'93§r2)(a? H garya fRar g,
mﬁwﬁﬂa@ﬁqwlqmaﬁrmm ;ﬂﬁ%mawﬁmw%l

* New Rule: Access restricted to papers explicitly mentloned in the rules, excluding
electronic records like CCTV footage.

TAT I Wﬁﬂﬁmﬁmﬁﬁé‘rma‘rw STafah
SAacicieh Repis Y AT Beor nfAer =61 g1 °




Reason for Amendment

To address ambiguity regarding electronic records and safeguard the
secrecy of vote and prevent misuse of CCTV footage inside polling stations.

Selerciicleh Nehls A HTIA ETSEAT &l G el 3R HAareT &

AT 3R AAED Gt & g F AFeA F T

Concern over sensitive regions, especially in areas like Naxal-affected
regions, where security is critical.

faeerelel &A1, Oy §9 & Jordel g &= # g A &g
af’rw?rgtrl




* Trigger for Amendment

* Followed a direction from the Punjab and Haryana High Court, instructing the EC to share
documents, including CCTV footage, during Haryana Assembly polls.

UolT 3R RN 3 AT & 89T & & HMe e aram, forad
ﬁRIT%Fﬁ‘éIITU]T AT gorrar A WHICET $oT Algd cTddel AT e fadar
IT AT|

* Petitioner: Activist Mahmood Pracha sought disclosure of CCTV footage under Rule
93(2).
ATAPTehcll: BRIl HeHe 9raT o @77 93(2) & dgd WHEET Bl
Yelldl AT




* Concerns Over Transparency

* RTI Activists’ Objections: They argue it is a setback to transparency and public access to election- ©
related records.

TIAT F HUFR FRFAI $7 O 58 IRERIAT 3R goAd d FAT Repls T
maﬁEqW%%Ummmw%

Applications under RTI for Form 17C are still pending.

mﬁ17@ﬁ$mmmm3¢aﬁaﬁaﬁﬁﬁl

* Activist Anjali Bharadwaj termed it a “hu e setback for transparency.”

mmmﬁrsﬁ" & foIT §371 STcar" Farl



e Emphasized that the rule
explicitly mentions election
papers, not electronic records, to
prevent misuse.

AT AT FT Fgell & b
fTs A Shael gATT HETS
& 3ol &, Solacicleh Rehis
T oTel, TSTad EIIIaT Ihr
ST 9|

e Opposition, including Congress,

alleged the amendment
compromises electoral integrity.

fager, oaa ST anfder &
o 3R RAT [ Jg e
AT IGSdT &l GERIC]
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MadanB. Lokur

Madan Lokur
is UN Internal
Justice

Council chief

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Former Supreme Court
Judge Justice Madan B. Lo-
kur was appointed Chair
person of the United Na-
tons Intemnal Justice
Coundil for a term ending
on November 12, 2

In a communication to
Justice Lokur, UN Secre-

prises other distinguished

Jurist.

Borm in 1953, Justice Lo-
Kur was appolnted a judge
of the Supreme Court an
June 4, 2012

He demitted office on
Socembés ), 20, ipon
attaining age
superannuation.

Change in election
conduct rules erodes
integrity, says Cong.

The Law Ministry had

Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961 Conduct of

Election Rules; move of the EC will be challenged legally, says Congress

NEW DELHI

he Congress on Sa-
turday said that a
change in rules re-

the conduct of

elections s "a vindication
of our assertions regar

the rapidly eroding integr-
ty of the electoral process

tion chief Jairam Ramesh,
inaposton X, tagred a me-
dia report that claimed
that the Union Law Minis-
consultation with

[ fected a
n the rules after the Pun-
bb and tarna High

the EC to sup-
pny all information indlud-
ing video and CCTV foot-
age pertaining to 2
particular booth In the

—

Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961
‘Conduct of Election Rules
under the Representation
ofthe Peaple Act, 1951. Ear-
lier, the sald rule stated
that “all other papers relat-
ing t0 the election shall be

nm ECinstead

withthe verdit rushés
toamend the law to
curtail the list of what

Maharashtra CM allocates portfolios
to Ministers, retains Home ministry

‘The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAL

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Fadnavis re-

dic
enss, while Depusy o ot
Ministers Eknath Shinde
and Ajic Pawar got Urban
Development and Finance

departm pectively,
in the portfolio allocation
among the Cabinet Minis-

la ol
New roles: Maharashirs Chief Minister Devendra Fadnas ané
Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde in Nagpur on Saturday. i

dia in recent times, this s
it. Sunlight s the best disin-
fectant, and Information

canbe shared Why SEC | ters in the State on
afraid of transparency? | Saturday.
JARAM RASKESH iding over theis inter-
department
utlpartners im.ny will continue o be with
nounced _the Cahrml NCP's Adid Tatkare though

Tt cay of the Winter Ses-
sion of Maharashtr:

cess - areasoning the Pun-
jsb and Haryana High
Courtagreed with when it

However, it has now been
changed to read: “all ther

papers. ind
mls relating to the elec-
be open to public

“If there was ever a vin-

formation that it is legzl!y
required to do so with the
‘public;” said Mr. Ramesh.
“Yet the EC, instead of
complying with the judg-

cent Haryana Assembly dication of our assertions  what red. Why
Tegarding| - the EC so afraid of r:
On Friday, the Law Mi-  ing integriry of the electo-  rency? This move of the EC
nistry, through a Gazette  ralprocessmanagedbythe  will be challenged legally
notification, had changed  Election Commission of In-  right away,” he added.

sembly.
nounced for all the 33
Cabinet Mlms(zt! and six

thes, but the three top lead-
ers will continue to handle
their favourite
departments.

‘The BIP has been suc-
cessful in keeping the Re-
venue p self,

‘whether it will be handed
over to a senlor woman M-
nister from the BJP. Young
faces have been given an
opportunity in this Cabi-
e, P Nkesh Bace and
Jaykumar Gore

e oo furs eve

Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath shi

Urban de-
partment, along with two
other portiolios — Housing
and Public Works (public
enterprises). Deputy Chief
Minister Afit Pawar will
continue to_handle Fi-

I with State
Excise (which was earlier

Five portfolios
Chief Minister Fadnavis
will handle five portfolios,
including Home, Law and
Judiciary, General Admi-
nistration department, In-
formation and Publity,

“Though Home portfolio
was denied to Mr. Shinde,
his Minister Yogesh Kadam

Mos Home
(rural). Some _Ministers
have had to take a step
down from thelr previous
portiolo. Senfor BJP leader
vikhe Patil,

while Women and Chid

Hot.
ted to any other Miiser.

who was the Revenue Mi-

nister in the previous go-

Minister. He was easlier the
Agriculture Minister. Shiv
Sena’s Uday Samant will
cantinue to be the Indus-
tries Minister In this go-

was annount
ter the Cabinet expansion,
and almost a month afier
the State Assembly elec-
ton  resul in
‘Maharashtra.

Two Cabinet Ministers
‘While maintaining region-
al balance, Mumbal has
two Cabinet Ministers this.
e Tkl
rop of the upcoming
frrpiikss BJP Mum-
bl president
a
Cobnes i this time,
will handle Infor

bulider and BIP leader
Mangalprabhat Lodha will
contine to handie Skil
Development,  E:
ment, ® Entrepreneutsip
and Innovation In this go-
vernment as well.

Parliamentary panel suggests
giving subsidies to farmers to
keep non-milching livestock

NEW DELHI

‘The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee (PSC) on
Agriculture, headed by
former Punjab Chief Minis-
ter and Congress MP Cha-
ranjitSingh Channi, has re-
commended subsidies for

+

ng animals to manage the
problem of stray cattle.
‘The panel asked the Centre
o Increase the allocation
for,

Appreciating the efforts
of the Umon Annml Hus-

bandry
conirol the birth of male

calves are born with 90%
accuracy rate ~ the panel
sald there Is also need to
prevent further growth of
stray cattle from the alrea-

“Therefore, the Com-
tee recommend that
some  incentive/subsidy

farm I Uttar Pradesh.

may be provided to farm-
ers and farm labourers for
taking care of cattle and
buffaloes which are past
their economic utlity in

sponsored National Lives-
Tock Mission for lestock
insurance due to Insuff
clent budget pmvis
ards the
ik of more than 10 erore
imal husban-

dry activities the commit-
tee recommends that Go-

sive livestock _Insurance
535 crore

Ivestock population under
the ambic of this scheme

ttee recom-
s ‘higher alloca-
t o it

allocation for promotion
i e e

across country with farm.

ers having a choce to elth-

by
plementaton of Ivestoek
insurance scheme,” the re-

port said.
1t aso asked the Centre
to work for

la or avall government
Incentivesubsidy for tak-
ing care of their non-pro-
ductive animals,”

the report sald.
e panel also noted
that the Department of
Acked, Hisbaiy
Dairying is covering nnl)
1% of the livestock poj
tion. under the mxmny

in cattle feed and fodder
avallabiliy. “With in-
creased avallability of
green fodder, cost incurred
by farmers on milk produc-
tion will be decreased and
dependence of farmers

catde feed will also be &
duced. This will increase
profit_ margins of dairy
farmers;” the panel said.

-

Kashmir in deep freeze after sub-zero
temperatures; Srinagar records -8.5 C

‘The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

Night temperature dipped
t0 a record low of minus
85 in Srinagar on Satur
day and is the lowest since
1974. Subzero tempera-
tures triggered a harsh

cold spell across the Kash-
e Valley and frae water

bodies, Just on the eve of
Chilai Kalan', a 40-day
harsh spell of winter start-
ing fro 2.
‘According o the mete-

g
]

o lipped 107 degree

Celsius. In south Kashmir,
Pahalgam, a tourist place,
recorded minus 8.6 degree
Celsius and north Kash-
mir's recorded minus 7.2
degree Celsius.

PF case: arrest
warrant

issued against
ex-cricketer

‘The Hindu Bureay
BENGALURU

An arrest warrant has been

ssued against former India.

ricketer Robn happa i
alleged Provident

1 cheating cxse.
‘The warrant was Issued

Jurisdictional Pulakeshina-
gar Police to take neces-
sary action.

“The warrant, which
was executed on Decem-
ber 4, has been returned
after Mr. vi
found not to be at the Pula-
keshinagar residence;” offi-
cials said.

Moved to Dubal
However, the cricketer and
his family now live in Du-

bal.
Mr. Uthappa, who is as-
soctated with Centuries Lf-
S el pite Lk
e, 1 scomedof e

PF con
Ployes salarics, bt alleg-
edly failing to deposit the
funds into their respective
accounts.

Rahul to meet
Parbhani
victim's family
tomorrow

MUMBAI

Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi s visiting Parbhani
on Monday to meet the fa-
mily members of Somnath
Vyankat Suryawanshi, a
Law student who died in
Judicial custody after vio-
lence boke out I Part-

™ i, Gandti s expected
to reach the victim's home
by 2.45 p.m. He will be ac-
companied by Maharash-
tra State Congress prest

dent Nana Patole.
Speaking to The Hindu,
awhira  Pradesh
Stk Corgene i
“This s

Mr. undmx ﬁm offcal vi-
sitto tra after the

i election.
cu

Congress announces to hold nationwide
protests over Shah’s remarks on Ambedkar

NEW DELHI

Stepping up its campalgn
against Home Minlster
Amit Shah for his com-
ment that it has become a
“fashion” to take Dr. Bhin-

countrywide press confe-
rences and Ambedkar

5.
“We wil ight to protect
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s
legacy against the M
nusmirisi worshippers! INC
will mark the upcoming
week as Dr. Ambedkar
Ssmman Saptah” party
general secretary (organi-
satlon) K.C. Venugopal said

ngress MPs, mem-
bers of the party's working

it par.
ty leaders will hold 150
press conferences in their
constituencies and home
distrcts on Sunday and
Monday.

24 December, all
across the country, we will
hold Babasaheb Ammbediar
Samman and sub-
‘mit a memorandum to Pre-

rict Collectors demandi
Amit Shah's resignation,”
Mr. Venugopal added.

‘The speed with which
the party has reacted to
Mr. Shah's remarks is un-

out to end reservations in

government jobs and edu-
catlonal lm‘ﬂmdn .

This ative, com-
bined wih the s call for
400 paar (beyond 400
seats)", proved to be a po-
tent weapon during the
2024 Lok Sabha election.
But it seemed to have run

In order to revive its “BJP-
l-end reservations” nar-
rative. The text may have
been Dr. Ambedkar but the
subtextis reservation.
Speaking to prespel
sons in Parliamg
Gandi, Leader of me Op
position in the Lok Sabha,
said Mr. Shah’s [nmmnl
reflected the “anti eserva-

tion mindset”.
“They [E)P] were anays

“They are against the Con-

Kerala begins probe
into snakebite issue

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

‘The General Education De-
partment in Kerala has
launched an inquiry into

stitution, against Ambed- | an incident in which a stu-

karji, his ideology. Thelr | dent was bitien by  snake

entire focus isto finsh Amv- | at a school near Neyyattin-
bedianks conerbusion, | far here on Priday.

. Gandhi had sald o Preliminary inspections

have hlgughmd concerns

l'he principal Opposl- | regarding alnte-

nd it

the second most powerful
Minister in the Narendra

et will not re-
sign over his offthe-cuffre-
mark.

But Mr. Venugopal sent
out directives that on De-
cember 18 State units

Bhavans

surrounding areas.

General Education Mi-
nister V. Sivankutty direct-
ed the Director of General
‘Education (DGE) to submit
a detailed report on the in-
cident in which a Class 7
student suffered a snake-

Coirela

b idea

a State - across the coun-
try over the alleged imsult
to the architect of the
Constitution.

at the Government Upper
Primary School in Chen-
| a government-aided in-

stitution.
»

Neha, 12, was bitten on.

her leg by a snake. Officials

suspect the snake to be a
Tnp nosed i vper ave-
nomous species.

The student was rushed
10 2 hospial. According to
officlal sources, the girl is
currently out of danger.

Fol Instructions.
from the DGE, the Thirna-

and submitted a prelimin-
ary report. The presence
of dense bushes has raised
concerns about the safety
of students on the school

premises.
The Kerala State Com-

thapuram DDE to submit
reports on the incident.




Madan B. Lokur

Madan Lokur
is UN Internal
Justice

Council chief

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Former Supreme Court
judge Justice Madan B. Lo-
kur was appointed Chair-
person of the United Na-
tions Internal Justice
Council for a term ending
on November 12, 2028.

In a communication to
Justice Lokur, UN Secre-
tary-General Anténio Gu-
terres said the retired
judge would head the
council which also com-
prises other distinguished
jurists.

Born in 1953, Justice Lo-
kur was appointed a judge
of the Supreme Court on
June 4, 2012.

He demitted office on
December 30, 2018, upon
attaining the age of
superannuation.




INTERNAL JUSTICE COUNCIL

The General Assembly established the Internal Justice Council (IJC) as part of the new
internal justice system in order to help ensure independence, professionalism and
accountability in the administration of justice system of the United Nations.

The IJC is composed of five members consisting of a staff representative, a management
representative and two distinguished external jurists, one nominated by the staff and one
by management, and chaired by a distinguished jurist chosen by consensus by the four
other members. The [JC members are appointed by the Secretary General.



INTERNAL JUSTICE COUNCIL

The General Assembly established the Internal Justice Council (1JC) as part of the new
internal justice system in order to help ensure independence, professionalism and
accountability in the administration of justice system of the United Nations.

The 1JC is composed of five members consisting of a staff representative, a management
representative and two distinguished external jurists, one nominated by the staff and one
by management, and chaired by a distinguished jurist chosen by consensus by the four
other members. The IJC members are appointed by the Secretary General.
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[AS officer puts
father’s book:
on top in list
for panchayat
braries in Bihar

raries. Astuscsh Kumar fdey

IANTOSHSINGH
2 DECEMBER 21

“OR BIHAR IAS officer Mihir
cumar Singh, his father’s is the

Ffeans aery

SPOTLIGHT ON SPYWARE COMPANIES

US court holds Israeli company NSO
liable for targeting WhatsApp users

Hearing on damages NSO owes to WhatsApp to begin in March

VENKAT ANANTH
SENGALURU, DECEMBER 21

IN A significant ruling oo Friday.
2 United States District Court
heid Iszaeli technology comparty
NSO Group liable for targecng
the devices of 1.400 WhatsApp
users NSOGroup is the maker af

tivists. journalists. and other
members of the civii society.
The case now mowes the de-

- "

dress the rights of individuats
whose phones we:

day’s ruling came five
years after the Meta-owne,
h

ruling the court concluded thac

Meta-owned
sued NSO Group in 2019

NSOGroup o violated sections
d and

Abise Act (CRAAY a federal &y-
L

dan
ages NSO owes \VlubAnp.

300 of 1,400 users from
India, why ruling may

re-open tapping debate

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

NOW THAT a US coust has in-
Aicted NSO Group and heid
it liable for damages, this

ers. necworks and other digital
nl a sisrslar scate

may have
processes in the Indian

Indsviduals in Partiament
Of the LADDWharsApp Lser
argeted worldwide, it was re-

luhn& ovvaies oasmat ad-

Govt amends poll
rules to restrict
public inspection of
electronic records

Congdemands
reversal of decision,
says bid to keep
publicindark
DAMININATH

NEW DELHI. DECEMBER 21
THE UNION Governenent Friday
amended the Conduct of

Election Rules to limit publsc in-
spection of election papers to
cified

Rasterakink Ramdiiart Sagh
i has pioee books, 47. i the
Ist cCleared by the Add

only
i the prewisions.
e, sousces
the govemnment cold The Sarday
L

What the
tweak

EPLAINED

® does

NOW. ONLY election pa-
pers mes undes
different provisions of the
Conduct of Election Rules
(Bice nomination papers)

sy electronic record of

st Iance and vof

PM IN KU\VAIT

Express y
that etectronic footage of the
2

public -mpe\uuu

l'wudayvisllmtbeculcolumy en

2

received by Kuwait Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
ad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah in Kuwait City on Saturday. PM Modi is on a
REPORT. -

PAGE S

or libearies 3t 8,053 panchayats

APanchayati Raj Depastment
sfficial said that the books were
ret to be purchased. It was
ibout 1o be dane. but since the
ministes has now called for a re-

riew of the book Est, it has been
St on ol

Prasad. who retired as peo-
essor of Erglish at.a Gaya collesse
ind died eartier ths year, was
wwarded a Padema Shri in 2013
oe his “contribution to the fieid
of education™ Uniike other au-

is books in the lis

- all in Hindi — has won an
.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

‘Forged letter’, no culprit: Years on, Kerala woman’s death

PAGE1
ANCHOR

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAS
JECEMBER 21

INSEPTEMEER 3, 2005. Smiitha
Seorge. then 25, newly muasried
ind in 3 foreign land. vanished
withes

et et a letier i the st

SKILLED ASCAR RAMS XMAS MARKET

7 Indians among injured
in Germany attack; Delhi
says senseless, horrific

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI. DECEMBER 21

WITH SEVEN Indian nationals

THE WORLD

USPECT ARRES‘I‘ED

ED request for sanction to move
against Kejriwal gets L-G’s nod

Former CM's plea

agamst chargesheet
eis

already pending

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI. DECEMBER 21

) 3 &
b L Ll |

Arvind Kejriwal with AAP

Five people were killed in the
tzack.

i Dubai froem where she went

missing. saying she was leaving
adbe Lages, in

Febouary 2015 with no trace of

Smitha, the Kez

her hushand van

the horrific
enseless attack a
Christmas market in Magde-
beirg Germany. Several precous.

NUED ON PAGE 2

against him.

The CBI court aiso took note
AL
July this veas in response 1o the
CBI's Letrer M.llu:v — which
Sas that an

ntony.aco in of a
forging the lester and allegedly

a woman had been found in 2
Sharjah hospital morgue on
s,

disappearance.
Now, almost anceher decade

ted Antory of both the charges

2006. a year after
Sertha went missin uAE
letter said Smitha's family had

the ruling AAP in Delhi. has 3

plea pending befos

High Court in which he has

Sought quashing of a trial court

etter that took cognizance of the.

ED chargeshewt without prior
= e

EN Live: the De
< their

THE SURDAY
EXFRESS
NAGAZINE

Deputy CM Eknath

Shinde. ByF

=

Fadnavis retains
Home, Ajit Finance,
Shinde gets Urban,
Works, and Housing

ALOK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR DECEMBER 21

i
keeping Home, 3 ministry that
Eknath Shinde_ hi
and now Deputy CM, was keen
o have.

Fadnavis atso kept Energy
(excluding Renewable Enerzy):
Law &

Judiciary: General
stration Department;
Information & Publicity: and

ShivSena leader Shinde. who
eyeing Home, whid!
Fadnavis had as Deputy CM in

the previous government. g0t

three partfolios: Urban Develop-
ment: Housing: and Public
Works (

Planning. and also handie State
Exc

The portfolio allocation
came hours after the weeklong
‘Winter Session of the state

ed bere. And
the Fadnavis

theis tenuse will
wo-and-half years. and
their continuance will depend
on a review.

Marny in the ruling alliance
feel while the review will fix ac-
<countability and put pressure an
the ministers 1o perform after
the impressive mandate in the

conTINg

Lower GST on food
delivery, insurance
deferred, many rates
Oon popcorn Nn€w row

AANCHAL MAGAZ|
JAISALMER. DECEMBSER 21

THE GOODS AND Services Tax
(GST)Councsl in its S5th meeting
heid u\J.\xulu)ﬂ Saturday de-

Pt i Bl Mt e A
premiums. and food detivery

Union Minister

Reacting t the ED move
prosecution sanc-
AAP calfied it an Mtempc

leaders ManishSisodiaand to-polincally malign™ its.
DELHILTGOVERNORVKSpena  AwadhiOjha in New Delhi. men

that the m “The so-called &
Ente Directorate (ED) be

granted sanction o prosecute
former Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal in the excise policy Case.
officials of the Lt Governor's
Secretariat said Satusiay.

Granted bail by the Supeeme
ate cases filed by

harassirg 500
hhns 50.000 pages of docu-
250

Nirmala Sitharaman. MoS
Pankaj Ci v in

Eoes suac
it also i 1 of

P RELATED.#11

Aviacion Turbine Fel (AT i
der GST. but deferred a decision
since most states were not in
Eavous of

O GST. Thised to some politic.
backlash too. with Cereas

i
£, however. caught at-
ention was the clasificaton the

Jairam Ramesh
terming it as ~absolutely unbe-
" and “sheer madness

of popcom ie.. regular,

cise policy. Kejerwal, who keads

body and they had -
BOOX™ that it was hers The lester

Faids, snd penny has

salted and spiced. and

The Co
rate on ready-to-eat popcorm.

2

also said forensic tests con-

which is mixed with sait and
2

in UAE a mystery

Where was Smitha between

buried on Novemnber 22 2006 —

had confirmed that the person
" causes.

“Thuis report clears the mys-

inry sincexia aksslng Vit

did nocdiecn 3

portedly went missing, and
September 6. 2006. when her
P in a morgue
Shacli. scound S ke rom
21

10 Duba 0n 2 55-day visa tojoin
her chen

he coust of the chief ju-

SNCAal naghatrane coumt e oot

said while clearing Antoery, who

had come out on bail after S0
i jas

And was there another pesson in
Antony and Smitha's marrage?

Abody in a morgue

3. He also

letter in which she purportediy

Butthe a

Nineteen years ago. on
1.2005. e

copy of the letter 1o Smitha's
con 2

!. - ! - epaper.indianexpressicom !. - -. -



Indian bizman gets
top Bahrain award

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Dubai, December 21

INDIAN BUSINESSMAN RAVI
Pillai has been awarded
Bahrain's prestigious national
honour, the Medal of Effi-
ciency, in recognition of his
significant contributions to
the progress and development
of the kingdom, making him
the only foreign national to
receive the title.

King Hamad bin IsaAlKhal-
ifa,the king of Bahrain,awarded
the prestigious national honour
to Pillai,chairman of RP Group.
With a turnover of $12 billion,
his business is the largest
employer of Indians outside
India and with 1,26,000
employees, his group is one of
thelargest remitters of foreign
currency to India.

Commenting, Pillai said,
“This award is a reflection of
the collective efforts of my

RP Group chairperson Ravi Pillai
was awarded Medal of Efficiency
(First Class) by Bahrain King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa

team, the support of the people
of Bahrain, and the unwaver-
ing trust of the Kingdom. I
dedicate this award to all the
hardworking employees who
supported me all these years.”

Born

Nationality

Education

B. Ravi Pillai

2 September 1953 (age 71)
Chavara, State of Travancore—
Cochin

(present-day Kollam, Kerala),
India

Indian

University of Cochin

Occupation(s) Founder, Chairman, RP Group

Spouse
Children

Relatives

Geetha Pillai
2

Kollam K. Chandrasekhara
Pillai (uncle)!']
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SEVERE COLD SPELL

J&K CM to monitor
services from Srinagar

NEWS » PAGE &

CENTRE'S ASSURANCE

residents

]

may get
homes soo{ %7

£ S

ISRAEL'S SIEGE OF GAZA
Air strikes hit school,
near hospital, kill 28

WORLD » PAGE 14

RBI article analyses

the State’s journey

Jrom 2000 to 2024

OPINION » PAGE 3

HARD AT WORK
India hits the nets
with gusto

SPORT » PAGE 16

India, Kuwait lift ties to ‘strategic partnership’

The two sides sij

agreement on sports cooperation: Prime

NEW DELHI
ndia and Kuwait on
| s
orandum of under-
for exchange of defence

personnel, joint exercises,
and supply of milleary
equil

‘The Mnl.l was part of the
outcomes firmed up dur-
Ing Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's two-day visit to

Amir of Kuwait,
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber

ent: they ink an MoU on cultural exchange and

vaiti Amir, invites the Gulf country’s investment body to ‘look at new opportunities’ in India

Al Sabah, covered areas

Abdullah Ali Al-Yahya, in

He invited a delegasion
Kuwaitd Invest-
ment Authority and other

notables the Kuwaiti
Scomoany t vistt India
“look at

Prime Miister Narendra Mods recern

said n a press

tvro Primme Miniscers
el gl signing of
the MoU on bilateral de-
fence

in the fields of  energy. < de-
fence, medical devices,
pharma, toodpnks- the
External Affairs Ministry

press note said the Pty
will “institutionalize bilac-
eral cooperation in the
area of defence.™

ing Kuawaits highest honour
from the Amir, Shesh Meshal Al-Anmad Al-Jaber Al Sanal

Apart from the MoU on

defence, the two sides

signed an MoU on cultural
and

Working Groups In trade.
investment, cation,
technology. agricabure 2o
curity and culture have
been set up.

The two sides already

90% of the inhabitants are
from India.

Cultural connection
He also e -unslamrs Ab-
Abdul

dulla Al Baroun and
LStor Al Nosef who have
the

have added to that tradi-

cate this honour to the pe-

AlMubarak
Rah-

Arab countries, pointed
out that Kuwait was the on-
1y Guif Cooperation Coun-
cil country that Mr. Modi
had not visited earlier and

the visit was sig-

The
generally on Heads of state
and ramlgn sovereigns and
embers foreign
royal familics as a sien,
friendship. Former

Bill Clinton nnd

and into
on sports cooperation.  Arabic. Over the decades.
They welcomed the recent  several Gulf and Arab

mission
under which new joint

King Charles were among
e of

nl it as  Kuwait
maincained a friendly poli-
cy towards India over the
past several decades.
“PAM Modi has visited all
other Gulf countries bar-
ring Kuwait and it was time
that he also covered Ku.
with the end
of the Cold War and the
first Gulf war, Kuwait
a'positive atti-

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-

tude towards India a
therefore the visit at this
time will be helpful for In-
dia,” Prof.

INSIDE

KOLKATA
The arrest of a suspected
member of a teror outhit in
Wiest Bengal on Sunday

extremist elements. » PAGE 4

Can’t intimidate
India to conform,
says Jaishankar

MUMBAL

‘withcut being intimidated to
“zonform™ » PAGE &

Centre should
overhaul GST

'he Congress on Sunday
ex.honed the Narendra Mo-
di government to show the
courage to overhaul the
Goods and Services
(GST) regime, citing the
“absurdity” of three diffe-
rent tax slabs for popcorn
under the present system.
In a post on X, Congress
general secrecary in-charge

evasson.
ties, he sald. were leading
o significant GST Invasson.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 4

In search of life

Ground nero: Rescue operations continued on Sunday after a multk-storey bullding collopesd 2t Sohana viage in Mohat district of Punjab

©n Saturday evening. Two peopie were killed in the acddent. #n

Half of MGNREGS sites
inspected in West Bengal
showed flaws: RTI reply

NEW DELHI

On December 26, it will be

three years since the
itre sen the last
tranche of funds T the

Congress seeks further probe by SC in Pegasus
case after U.S. court holds Israeli group ‘liable’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Renewing a debate on the

Pegasus spyw:
rendra l\lod.! government,
eader

gasus was used on more
than 300 iadisn mobile
numbe

The reports had satd
mobile of

Sur)ewalaonsundz) asked
if the Supreme Court
would conduct a “further

Inquiry” as aU1S cone ha
held Isracls NSO group
“liable” for its intrus:
software.

©On Friday, a US. court

ed by the s
Meta. Sharing a media re-
1t on the verdict,

Pegasus spyware case ver-

dict proves how 300 What-

SApp numbers of Indians

were targeted in the illegal
spyware racket”

In 2021, reports said Pe-
<t

ists, and business persons
were targeted.

donal aul_horky? Who are

was it used — misused —

and w0 what
cannEaEeces’
He also questioned if ap-
propriate criminal
lodged

would now be
against the political execu-
tive or officers in the pre-
sent government and the
com owning the NSO
group. “will the Supreme
Court take note of the judg-

AULS. court on Friday held NSO Eabie for hacking WhatsApg, in a
case initiated by the software giant Meta ap

ment of the US. court
Reta vis NSO? Wil the Su-

conduct a further inquiry

A series of RTI requests
filed by Chakradhar a dd-
ha from the National

paign for People’s nghl w0

including 300 from India,
he asked, “Will the Su-
ask Meta

preme Court now ask M
to submit to itself the 300

Justice  in Pegasus
case?”
“Shouldn't  Facebook

(now Meta) now have res-

ames ans tar-

al Eiperts on Pegaius In 2022, a Suprem

twkn  Co ‘commit-
S0 e Surews tee reported that Pegasus
asked. not found in any of the

Questioning if the Su-
preme Court would now

25 mobile phones it exa:
mined.

Omgoing isswe: There are 3.4 crore registered MGNREGS workers in

norms were not fol

on.
The Centre also stated
that the State

West Bengal and the Centre bears S0 of scheme budget.

. FILE P07

rantee Scheme to the State
of West Bengal has been
AMa 9,

Gandhi National Rural e

filed delayed and unsatis-
factory action-taken re-
ports when these faults
were pointed out

State against Centre
B the stoppage of
funds. there has been

h
ween the State govern-

2005, due o non—corn
pliance of directives of
Central Government.™

implementation. The Sec-
ton. however, does
stipulate  holding

reveals that ment and the Centre. The indefinitely. It also

the Centre undertook State government has been  states, “appropriate reme-

three field visits w the for #ts dial for its prop-

State — January 2224, the scheme, alle-  er within

2019, to Purba gations of and a period of
and Hooghly districts;  mismanagement. The time" hasto be taken.

Marr_h 228, 2022, to Malda State government, in a On December 18, a dele-

and

a third visit
from Apnl 1418, 2022, t©

serious short: e
The teams
broadly reported these

“exist-
o wock was Eraiatentty
shown to be created under
MGNREGS™, “tendering

hearing of a case in the Cal-
catea High Cours cxva patk
ton filed by the Paschim
Banga Khet Majoor samny
(PBKMS), has said that

no

Union Ministry of Rural De-
velopment said, ~The re-
lease of funds under Ma-

s

Unlon Rural De Devvzlopment

Miniger shivraj _ Singh
who.

Chouhan
them of resolving it at l.he
earliest.

Chiouhan and the nunlsay
officials that workers are
being punished for
theft of MGNREGS funds

An
radha Talwar, of PBKMS
said.




India, Kuwait lift ties to ‘strategic partnership’

The two sides sign a memorandum of understanding for exchange of defence personnel, exercises, supply of military equipment; they ink an MoU on cultural exchange and

agreement on sports cooperation; Prime Minister holds discussions with Kuwaiti Amir, invites the Gulf country’s investment body to look at new opportunities’ in India

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia and Kuwait on
l Sunday signed a mem-

orandum of under-
standing (MoU) on defence
cooperation that will allow
for exchange of defence
personnel, joint exercises,
and supply of military
equipment.

The MoU was part of the
outcomes firmed up dur-
ing Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s two-day visit to
the energy-rich Gulf king-
dom, which bestowed its
highest honour on him.

Mr. Modi announced
that the two sides had lift-
ed the relationship to the
level of “strategic partner-
ship”. The conversation
between Mr. Modi and the
Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber

Al Sabah, covered areas
such as pharmaceuticals,
IT, fintech, infrastructure,
and security.

Earlier, India hosted the
Foreign Minister of Kuwait,
Abdullah Ali AlYahya, in
New Delhi on December 3
and 4.

Economic ties

Mr. Modi met with the
Prime Minister of Kuwait,
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and
discussed ways to deepen
economic ties.

He invited a delegation
from the Kuwaiti Invest-
ment Authority and other
notables in the Kuwaiti
economy to visit India and
“look at new opportunities
in the fields of energy, de-
fence, medical devices,
pharma, foodparks,” the
External Affairs Ministry

Prime Minister Narendra Modi receiving Kuwait’s highest honour
from the Amir, Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al Sabah. PTI

said in a press note.

The two Prime Ministers
witnessed the signing of
the MoU on bilateral de-
fence cooperation. The
press note said the MoU
will “institutionalize bilat-
eral cooperation in the
area of defence.”

Apart from the MoU on
defence, the two sides
signed an MoU on cultural
exchange and agreement
on sports cooperation.
They welcomed the recent
sealing of the Joint Com-
mission for Cooperation
under which new Joint

Working Groups in trade,
investment, education,
technology, agriculture, se-
curity and culture have
been set up.

The two sides already
have Joint Working Groups
(JWGs) on health, man-
power, and hydrocarbons.

Mr. Modi reached Ku-
wait on Saturday and visit-
ed the Gulf Spic Labour
Camp where more than
90% of the inhabitants are
from India.

Cultural connection

He also met translators Ab-
dulla Al Baroun and Abdul
Lateef Al Nesef who have
translated the Ramayana
and Mahabharata into
Arabic. Over the decades,
several Gulf and Arab
countries have translated
the Indian epics and the
work of the two translators

have added to that tradi-
tion.

“I am honoured to be
conferred the Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Order by His High-
ness the Amir of Kuwait,
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al Sabah. I dedi-
cate this honour to the pe-
ople of India and to the
strong friendship between
India and Kuwait,” Mr. Mo-
di said after receiving the
honour during the visit.

The honour is bestowed
generally on Heads of state
and foreign sovereigns and
to members of foreign
royal families as a sign of
friendship. Former U.S.
President Bill Clinton and
King Charles were among
the previous recipients of
the honour.

Mr. Modi also met the
Crown Prince of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-

Hamad Al-Mubarak
Al-Sabah.

Professor Zikrur Rah-
man, former diplomat who
has served in multiple
Arab countries, pointed
out that Kuwait was the on-
ly Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil country that Mr. Modi
had not visited earlier and
the visit therefore was sig-
nificant as Kuwait has
maintained a friendly poli-
cy towards India over the
past several decades.

“PM Modi has visited all
other Gulf countries bar-
ring Kuwait and it was time
that he also covered Ku-
wait. Starting with the end
of the Cold War and the
first Gulf war, Kuwait has
maintained a positive atti-
tude towards India and
therefore the visit at this
time will be helpful for In-
dia,” said Prof. Rahman.




* Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

* Defence Cooperation: MoU signed for exchange of defence

personnel Jomt exercises, and supply of military equipment.
T&TT HIEAT & HTETA-Te, HIFd 3ATH 3N
A9 O e &di&iy|

* Cultural Exchange: Another MoU signed for cultural cooperation and

ﬂ—zrsfqamrfra?rmcrﬁés%rtrmﬁ

sports collaboration.
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 Strategic Partnership Upgraded

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the elevation of ties to a

“strategic partnership.”

TTTHAT g AlGT of ael &l "I0eider g & Tl W)

o STeT <hr =YoTT <hr|

* Interaction with Kuwaiti Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah emphasized mutual respect and trust.

hddl ITHR AW AATA IHA-31gHG 3el-SeY Hol-Hag & 4
dradid & 3mady gFAT 3R ey W AR fear =)

0



* Economic Cooperation

e Discussions held with Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah on enhancing economic ties.

Al TUTTHAT AW 3HEHS A-3sgooll H-38HE -HdE & 1Y AH
&t #r Fg 9 TaT|

* Kuwaiti Investment Authority invited to explore opportunities in India’s energy, defence,
pharmaceuticals, and food sectors.

HIA I UTHIOT T IR F FalT, &, HIAT 3R WeT &37 # a8
Jomeey & fow ARG RAT I3




 Existing Joint Working Groups (JWGs)

* Active JWGs in health, manpower, hydrocarbons, and more.

ALY, SIS, geslhe 3R 3T & 3 Aihd gl A HHG|

* New working groups set up in trade, education, technology, and security.

IR, Tave, Wﬁtﬂ?ﬁﬁmmwwﬁﬁ

* Recognition and Honours

* PM Modi received the Mubarak Al Kabeer Order, Kuwait’s highest C|V|I|an honour.
th'QTl' ﬂlél a'ﬂ' Ghad hl {-IOII'UCJ o-IIdII{Gh oo, J-IGII*{Ch 3l cI')GIN 3'T|_S('>T
Sred 53-1T|

. Acknowledged strong India-Kuwait ties spanning decades.
CRIPT F el 3T g A $IRA-Fdd Wﬂ% Pl ACIT ¢ TS|




1.Labour and Workforce Relations

1. PM Modi visited Gulf Spic Labour Camp in Kuwait, where over 90% of residents are
Indian.

NTH A o FAd & Te® Tas 47 AT 1 SR fFam, @1 90% A
A fAarlr WA £

2.Historical Context
1. Kuwait has been a long-time partner of India in the Gulf region.

Hdd TSl & H WA HT ofd AT & FISIER & B

2. PM Modi’s visit marks a significant step in enhancing bilateral ties post-Cold War.

i AT $ I AT Jeur & 9l gfaueiiy Jael Hl geld H Th
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CROWNED CHAMPION

India beats Bangladesh to clinch
inaugural U-19 T20 Asia Cup

india scored 3 41-run win over Bangladesh and emerged champion

In the Inaugural Women's T20 U-19 Asia Cup
India 117/7 in 20

Sunday The

i Kuala Lumpur on
owers [Trizha 52; Easmin 4/32)
iadesh;

bt Bangtadesh 76 in 183 overs [Ayushs 3/17); Toss: Bary

Pom: Trisha

STUNNER

Atletico picks Barca’s

ket and

the to

tin

=

-
Atietico Madrid best Barceiona 2-1 to top Laligs. The results:
Barcetona 1 (Pedn 30) lost to Atletico 2 [De PNISQ. Sorioth

Latiga:
20463 Real 4 (Mizeppe 10, Viabverda 20,
nero 35, Lukebakio 85).

Sevilaz

Rocrygo 34,1 b-.us

SANTOSH TROPFPHY
alava advances: honours

Me;

Meghalava advances; honours
even between TN and Odisha

-~
Meghalays entered the guartesf:

SPECIAL AFRAMGENENT

inals of the T8th Santash Trophy

senior National £0tball Championship with 3 1-0 win over Goa

while Tarmi Nadu and Odish:

S Schick 4541, 67, 74, 77, Witz 51) Bt Frelbure 3 (cmo sa)

Sunday. The results:

 wecs locked i w 1-1 deww i

-~
Harysns Stesfers beat U Mumba 47-30 to cement its.

bt Goa

0. TN 1 (Romaria Jesira) 63} drew with Odisha 1 IMukm 75)

Bengaluns Bulls 42-32

t the better of Muml
Thalaivas overcome Bulls

SPECLAL ARRALGEVENT

cstion at the

t= eighth win of the seazon by beating bottom- placed

Team India hits the nets with
full intensity at the MCG

False alarm

kipper Rohit and Akash are struck on their limbs while faci

throwdowns: pace:

S NO major concern

over injury scare: batters have a long stint: Bumrah and Siraj prepare in right earnest for the fourth nq

ENDIA IN AUS

ELBOURNE

Dy i he ne

Loud cheer

Earlier, when h n-
i bat, a loud cheer ema-
nated from the fans, who

ing at the Indian players.
Akash, meanwhile,

his hands a bir,
Detory placed an ice-bag
and later told the media:
“The practice pitch s

ahead: Sipper Rohit will be eyeing 3 reversal of fortunes in the next two Tests AFP

minor  Injuries,

concerns because of that. I
am fine”

if the climax of the train-
ing stine raised these injury

worries, the beginning w:
all abour fielding drills =
side the

‘The usual catches in the
slips and high ones in the
deep, were all practised,
before the players moved

o the nets outside. K L. Ra-

even as
knee forced
captain to seek rest.
Bowling with gusto
Importantly, Jasprit Buu‘b-
r Mohammed Siraj
linked up with their fellow
seamers and bowled with
0.

e batters were always
informed if the ball was
new or old. and imaginary

field sewings were re-
vealed.
Gill was musc hi
shots, Rohit tried to pull a
et e -
r had

vou missing the
line and the ball hic e
side of his left knee.

While the visiting cap-
tain rested. most of the

ing, the Indian team will

rest on Monday while Pac

Cummins and his men will

commence thelr prepara-
the fourt

I was thinking of
contributing, Akash on his

defiant khock at Gabba

K.C. 2 Kumar
MELBOURNE

A massive 9.417 kilometres
split Bihar's Dehri from
Melbourne. It &s an aerial
distance meant to
versed over  multiple
flighes. Not difficult in this
modern
here, Akash Deep
work his way up over the
years.
From Bihar, he shifted

India avoid the follow-on.
If Rohls Sharma's men

are placed at 11 in the cur-
rent Border-Gavaskar Tro-

Hopefully that will change_
At the Melbourne Crick-

et Ground here on Sunday
afterncon, Akash met re-
port answered all

their querdes.
back at his life, he said-
“When 1 began playing

Akash. am
cricket, 1 never thought I

Gaining confidence

Test from that posmon "

gives everyone confidence.
Everybody was enjoying
that moment (in the dress-
ing room).~

played his first

runs
irrespective of conditions,
maineaining discipline &=
very important

Bumrah's guAdance has

helped Akash th
mer expressed his grati-
= s my first tinm,

in_Australia and Jassibhal
told me these little things
hel a You

here or anywhere else. He

keeps telling you
ings like not getting too
by the bounce and

et m
1 have to be ready.~

Passionate: 8. Ashwin._he did not play crickes, he lived in it

EMMANUAL YOG
came g

The Encyclopedist

Gideon Haigh
John Arlot said of the great
seamer Maurice
Tate that he did not pla
cricket; he lived in it. The

in it. Few cricketers can

getting
way of their golf; they fond-
1y nicknamed Mike Hussey,
Ashwins Chennai Super
Kings colleague, “Mr. Crick-
et

Life’s intelligent study
Bur Ashwin's encyclope
dism kind of makes

feel a little proud of crick-
et, thar it could be subject-
ed to a lfe's incelligent stu-

. Albes
you reckon we could
other

Jobs: ‘Steve could be a real-
1y fun guy if he wasn't so
with

gdrasl char did noc circle
back to his p: ob-
sesston. He d.ld ha\'e other
lnlerasls. 1 know. He liked
movies, with a special af-
finity for the cult classic
Chennai . It is, of

lile . _narrow? But there is
what you're interested in,
and how you're interested

the graphic
user nterface.’
The

seemingly esoteric realm.
To which the straight-for-
wardest retort is: cricket in
India is anything but tri-
vial And even if it may be

Hazlit obser\'ed in his o

mortal essay o
the fives player, wha( of itz
“It may hzn

there are m.mg of mori
importance than seriking a

ball against a wall — there

of tribut
players . and [ Hiced the ge
@ by Pat Cummins’ Aus-

K past
tralians too.

Different memoir

But what has really en-

hanced my appreciation of
Ashwin in recent times has

technique of staying leg
gide of the bal, becaume he
had no his aptl-

and
tde for the pull shot, be-
cause there were

windows
saight. He exscuted his

metimes I copy Harbhajan

legatn whth the sam

don, but 1 invariably et
wickets.”

Ashwin maintained this

njury
2 sHpped left hip e 2o
tailing excruciating treat-
Rather than over-

spent e
himself to slide
outfield.

The book iz pardcularty
instructive in the marm
Ashwin's coaches. 'I'hevy
were tough, ruthless even.
In a modern culture when

of-age memoir pu-
bl this year with Sid, I
Have The Si m; By con-
vention,

five-for etc. That's not for
Ashwin.

He takes you right back
to his gully cricket days in
Ramakrishnapuram  Ist

of I‘ﬁends cos s,
soundi boards. ena-
blers, constantdy careful

not to compromise a
players individuality, it is
fascinating to read of this
quite different pedagogy at

work.
AL the same time, it nev-
er curbed Ashwins own

his career. He \las restless-
Iy dreless, essly rest-
less, immersed o ke s
game, but also in everyone
else’s. Rahul Dravid has a
pleasing glimpse of him in
his oduction.

“1 hawve
Mhambrey,
coach, occasionally try to

my himself. Then we just
look at each other. smile
and nod: look, he is actual-
Iy trying to find ous why
you asked him to do a cer-
tain thing”

Why the departure?
S wiey riow? Wiy would m

player so steeped in the
Dae stars v froen 1ie

Street, where., for
he developed his batting

for
tation and Emitation: ‘So-

1
suspect it was not the play-

ing that finally stretched
the

was unlikely to fi
India‘s firse-choice X1 in
X year.

admisting that It 12 -a bic
surprising”.

stll, I'm not sure we
should underestimate the
at the
very top of the very 1op of
cricket — membership o

dian crickes team_

In The of Cricket,
Ashis handy “reflected on
the extraordinary hurden

over the self-es-
Teem of all Indiar 1os a trh-
bute to Ash e

permission from
oricke L AD

Amx




CROWNED CHAMPION

India beats Bangladesh to clinch
inaugural U-19 T20 Asia Cup

S Ang L
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India scored a 41-run win over Bangladesh and emerged champion
in the inaugural Women’s T20 U-19 Asia Cup in Kuala Lumpur on
Sunday. The scores: India 117/7 in 20 overs (Trisha 52; Easmin 4/32)
bt Bangladesh 76 in 18.3 overs (Ayushi 3/17); Toss: Bangladesh;
PoM: Trisha.
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In big update, minimum possible
mass of dark matter particles revised

ark matter & an enfgratic.
invisible substance supplying
five-sixths of the matter of the

else the dense and intricate strucnure of

matter on form.
How light can a dark particle then be?

For decades, sclentists thought this

mis 110 7 times the

mass of a prown. But in May this year,

theoretical physicists revised the Hmit and

Pushed it up by an order of magnide to

2.3 = 10 proton masses.

Sgnificant updase in the world of dark

matter.

Uniformly or in lumps?

To understand these numbers and their
imporeance, let 1s first build a mental
picture of dark marter. Dark marter is said
tobe everywhere in the unkerse. Do

£ mean i is I your house? In 1952,
Dutch astronomer Jacobus Kapeeyn
smdied the motion of stars neighbouring
the Sun and concluded the density
“dark matter~ it v for ome of
the first times) must be 0.0003 solar
masses per cubic light year.

Since then, through a century of

the accuracy of Kapteyn's conclusion has
held up remarkably well. This density of
dark matter can be re-expressed

heft of two protons per teaspoon. which
means your house could contain dark
Tatter with a mass equivalent of a trillion
protons.

Bus this would also be nalve: Kapteyn's
and subsequent measurements are only
valid when regarding the
million-cubsc-lightyear volume and dont
Spply when we 200m in for  cloger look.

stars, whose motion is
i deacietei ey
themselv

how it is distributed: either uniformly or
in humps.

An occasional visitor?
Let’s assume it is spread around llke fine
flour, which the standard theories
Cosmology alse predict. If It comes In
lumps, the spacing between them may by
22 large s many ight years. and there will
perhaps be no dark matter under
roof.

Now: since we know the local density
of dark matter, the value

-

the between two
particles. If it Is 100 proton masses, the

en
will not only be in your Ttise
your head.

1f dark matter is made of an

case the interparticle separ:
Silm. 26 duck mtos oot be s reskideri:
of your house but will v

(stnce the particles travel rando:nly at
ound /s>,
agam 210 gram
duk partiles would be apare by m
the size of the solar system, reduclng
our chance of discove: them.

Fluid rather than a flock
? AL 10 proton
masses, every red blood cell in your body
will contain a dark master particle

now quantum physics becomes.
important. Every object Is also a wave,
with lts wavelength given by the Inverse of
its momentum. Thus the lighter a dark
matter particle is, the larger

wavelength will be. For 10" proton
masses, relength wil

cm, much larger than its micrometre

mass of the dark particle wul determine

So for small masses, we must plcture a

computers as toa
blackboard
ation would be
of dark partick Auid
ra as a flock of grai
if we now dial the mass of
seglomernsof the way down to 10 proton

xy is chiefly in
the form of dark matter, with only about
1% contribution from stars. This simple
fact translates to a restriction on the dark
matter particle’s mass: it must be greater

object smaller than its microscopic
constituents.

The time of computers
This is where the paper from May
matters. Its authors have shown that this
lore is too simplistic and that

can do something sharper. First, using

A Hubble Space Telescope view of the galaxy NGC2985, The evidence for dark matter emenged in the 19705 when astronomers found an unusual pattem In the
rate at which stars in a gataxy rotated the farther they were from the Centre. JUTY STHVITTNASA

THE GIST

Scientsts thought the
minimum mass of dark matter
a5 about 10 times the mass
oton Butin
theoretical physicists revised
the limit and pushed it up by
an of magretude to 2.3 x
10 proton masses

particle’s mass.

greater than 10+

ower, Its spatial extent would
the galaxy

pa proton mass
couldn’t account for

data on how stars move in Leo 11, a dwarf

This density profile lsnt unique due 1o

measurement uncertainties, so they

generate a set consistent with the stellar
data. Next. they numerically solved the

after

accoumt for gravity and obtained an

itto

ensemble of density profiles. Finally, they

carried out a statistical procedure to
es of density profiles —
rving Leo

match the two se
the empirical one from

se
e from solving the

proton mass couldn't account for. Thus

they surmised heavier particles are

needed to accommodate
crowding.

the inner

It's not every day that particle physics

gets to redraw a

mental goal post by

an order of magnitude. And it is a sign of
our times that this could only have been

done with computers as opposed to a
blackboard

@itrmal Ra is an assistant
theoret
Encrgy Physics in the In,
Science, Bengalurw. nraj@iisc.acin

professor
ical physics at the Centre for i
dicn Institute of

~

BIG SHOT

Marlow: 3 sea turtie,

oz »

just before it was released into
reptiie was found unsbie to dive, emadiated, and covered with barnacies by a famiy that was fizhing off the Keys.

the Atiantic Ocean on Sabrday in Marsthon, Florids. Rescued in June, the

WHAT IS

Tz

SpaDeX: meeting in space

SpaDeX is the name of a new
mission to be flown by the
indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO). During the
mission, two satellites will be
taunched into orbit around the
earth, where they wi
demonstrate technologies to
dock and undock white in
motion.

ISRO needs to master
in-space docking so that
satellites launched in separate

sk The technology will be

The two satellites, dubbed cnn« and Targe
the ISRO SpabeX mizsion. isa

Once it has been accomplished, the two

Antariksh Sx.mon, a news
india-made space station ISRO
has begun work on.

If the SpaDeX te:
successiui, india will become

The satellites for the SpaDex
mission will be launched
onboard the PSLY C60 mission.
The launch is expected to
happen on December 30, 2024.

Each of the spacecraft weighs
about 220 kg. The rocket will
taunch them simultaneousty but

ependentiy into

- wide circular orbit a

S inclination, with a local time
cycle of abcu( 665 days.

The do;

objectives: r
between the docked spacecraft, which is

imvotved in

essential for future applications such as in-space
d

robotics, composite spacecraft control, an:
payload operations after undocking.” per an
ISRO statement.

with agency inputs

-The Hindu Bureou

For feedback and suggestions
foe ‘Science’, please write to

witl
be Spabex's primary objective.

with the subject ‘Daily page”




WHAT IS IT?

SpaDeX: meeting in space

SpaDeX is the name of a new
mission to be flown by the
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO). During the
mission, two satellites will be
launched into orbit around the
earth, where they will
demonstrate technologies to
dock and undock while in
motion.

ISRO needs to master
in-space docking so that
satellites launched in separate
rocket launches can link up to
perform more sophisticated
tasks. The technology will be
essential for the ‘Bharatiya
Antariksh Station,” a new
India-made space station ISRO
has begun work on.

If the SpaDeX test is
successful, India will become
the fourth country in the world
to have a space programme
capable of docking in space.
The satellites for the SpaDeX
mission will be launched
onboard the PSLV C60 mission.
The launch is expected to
happen on December 30, 2024.

Each of the spacecraft weighs
about 220 kg. The rocket will
launch them simultaneously but
independently into a
470-km-wide circular orbit at a
55° inclination, with a local time
cycle of about 66 days.

The docking manoeuvre will
be SpaDeX’s primary objective.

The two satellite;dubbed ‘Chaser’ and ‘Target’, involved in
the ISRO SpaDeX mission. ISRO

Once it has been accomplished, the two
satellites will proceed to the secondary
objectives: “the transfer of electric power
between the docked spacecraft, which is
essential for future applications such as in-space
robotics, composite spacecraft control, and
payload operations after undocking,” per an
ISRO statement.
With agency inputs

-The Hindu Bureau

s

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’




* Introduction to SpaDeX

e SpaDeX is a new mission by the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO).

IS HRAT 3TARET HTHUT HITSel (SEN) T Teh A1
fAereT g

* It involves launching two satellites into orbit to demonstrate in-space
dockin E%rand undocking technology.

T FeT H dleed Ik IdReT #H ifhar 3R
amﬁmqua%mm%m%l




* Significance of In-Space Docking

* This technology allows satellites launched on separate rockets to link up for complex
tasks.

Tg dohelleh 3TeTaT-3719T Udhel U olied T 1T IYIRE hl Afcer At & e
Sigel T ITATT S B

* Essential for the development of the Bharatiya Antariksh Station, India’s planned space
station.

T 3TdRET TUAT & AT & oIT Ig deheileh 3TaT ¢




* Global Context

e |f successful, India will be the
fourth country to have a space
programme capable of in-space
docking.

Iie Ig A%hel Il g, dl AR
3TANET # Sifehar FIT I TeTH
37aReT FIR—IKH dTelm It &2l
ol SITTIT|




 Mission Details

. Launch Vehicle: PSLV C60 mission, scheduled for December 30, 2024.
e dIgeT; Juauadr 160 A, o 30 RROeR, 2024 &
e gl

* Orbit: 470-km-wide circular orbit with a 55° inclination, 66-day cycle.
el 470-frdT TS MR et 55° smla'as'aw 66-TceT ol

dsh |

 Satellites: Each weighs 220 kg, launched simultaneously but independently.
3UAE: Ucddh ol dofel 220 fham, Teh 1Y oifchd TadT §9 T dlicd
ER 1RSI




* Primary Objective
* Docking manoeuvre to demonstrate in-space docking capabilities.

37aReT #H Sifehdr &7Har3 & Jefiiad e & T Sifeher gfshar|

* Secondary Objectives

* Transfer of electric power between docked spacecraft.
3ieh TohT ITT &7 I1A o o faegd ATFd T gEATROT]

* Applications include in-space robotics, spacecraft control, and payload
operations post-undocking.

I H AN Aaieerd, HANET AT a0, 3R 3HeTsiiendT
¥ e Jolls TaTeleT QTR &




* Impact and Future Prospects

* Demonstration of this technology will pave the way for advanced
space missions.

%ﬁmwm%hmﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁr&ﬁwmmm
I

 Strengthens India’s position in global space exploration and
Innovation.

afRger 37aNeT 31avuT 3R F9R H AR Hr =afa =i

AT &l gl
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WITH SOME of its highprofile
money Laindes eedings

SC DISMISSED TWO HIGH-PROFILE CASES

As key cases fall in
courts, ED to staff:
No PMLA on basis
of consplracy alone

“criminal con-

of
Laundering ACt (PMLA) related
@ that The indian

has learne.
According to sources. in-

cont~sethacks™ in such cases_in-

by the Supreme Court: one
sainst Congress leader and
Deprity Clief Minister

B K Shivakmar, and another
1AS officer who

refers to the criminal activity

s g
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PM VISIT: BOTH SIDES CONDEMN CROSS-BORDER TERROR

India, Kuwait boost ties: Strategic
partnershlp, key pact ondefence

Modi gets Kuwait's highest honour,
“The Order of Mubarak Al-Kabeer”

e

Prime
Mubarak

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI. DECEMSER 22

AS PRIME Minister Narendra

meeting on Sunday. the two
countries elevated their relation-
SHp (o4~ Strategic pastnership”
and signalied that trade and de-
fence 00 would form
the key pillars of their ties.
s came on the day that
ho-

valued at USS
lion in 2023-24. The

Change in poll rules
part of conspiracy
to destroy integrity
of EC, says Cong

EC not consulting all, undermining
multi-party democracy: Opp parties

1ndi
the Lingest expatriase
Eroup in Kuw.s
The twwo sides in
. -day defence cooperation thros
The firstby an Indian PM in43  overarching agreement that in-
years. The erainire. nge of per-
Kuwait was Indira Gandhi in  somnel and expests joint exercises,  NEW DELHI DECEMBER 22
1981 caxs

External Affairs Minister S

Advisos (NSA) Azt Doval
Sessdes the Amic, Modi also
et Crowm Prince Shieik Sabah
e n -

Besides defence, three cther
MoUs  (Memorand. of
Understanding) were inked tofa-

Al-Sabah. Bancret
in his honous, and held delega-

M—Kaheerby
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-: Sahahonsunday Fm

caiks with Kuwaits
Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad
Abaultah Al-Sabah.

FIR.
istered by anccher agency on

caneegtmey
ve basis of 20

Lawe. Sa,
INSTruCTIons to that effect have
been on."a seniar ED of-
ficial Said.

n the past few years, the ED

101 diJioll

high-
profile cases where there was no
predicate offence barring 1208

CONTINUED AGE 2

Ahead of Delhi polls,

AAP to start doorstep
enrolment for women,
elderly schemes today

EXPRESS NEWS
NEW DEL I DECEMBER 22

AAP VOLUNTEERS and leaders

— which
the party believes can be the
in the

The Muihya Mantri Mahila
Samman Yojana, under which
on-tax

iture and sols energy.
Modi invited 2 delegation
comprising Kuwaiti
hvesl.vmlul\umntﬂy Seteatin
CONTINUE!

A Goa scam unravels: Portuguese-era land
papers forged, properties ‘sold’ by dead

Not possible without connivance of Archives dept staff, says inquiry panel

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
PANAIL DECEMBER 22

FORGED SALE deeds with
c. dead

LAND GRAB: THE MODUS OPERANDI

-vacant.

arthase

of — and possibly in coneivance

with — government officials.
are amoes the fin

a Commissson

the Goa government formed

of stch cases, The Indion Express

age of 60 will be given Rs 1000

Budget in March this year but is
yet io be enplemented Eardier

Assemmyea« ions.
Announcing the launch of
the

that If AAP 12 veted | back to
powerin the electsons.

As road ends for Kolkata’s

erstike him ace staring at an un-
certain future. Shaw's 15-year

ol taxs &5 mearing the end of &5
service. and he must say good-
bye to his companion of faany
years with a heavy heart

an attes-
ays Shaw. a father of
the sole breadwinner
of the family. "And now that my
L is nearing the end of service.
fdoa't 2

s
theee

Since their introduction in

ing oue
SO percent of ks Scanic  yeliow
taxss by March. Shaw and driv-

the 1960s. the yeflow
Ambassador hawve come 1
be with Kolkata,
formenty Calcutra, and wese.
et i

Calcutta Trelogy tn the 19705 (o

Apama Sen’s 1981 film 36
Chowris Lare

cently, the 2012 Vidya Balan-
starrer Kahoari.

But 2 2009 order by the

I.Dry in Hindmotor. around 20

Mohali building collapse

has learne.

cuTTING s party lines.
the Oppasitica criti-
v the Contre for amending
the Conduct ol tion o
limit public inspection of

BusiNEss as Usuar
By UNNY

election papers to only those
= =

provisions.
While the Congress called i
part of a “sysx

Cosrerssion of Indsa™. others
e Samapeadi Party (97 and
Left parties accused the EC of
“undermining  multi-pasty
cracy” by taking “unilat-

eral decissons.
ing all poltical parts
Eacher, Role 53 (2) (a) of the
1961 Conduct of Election Rules
staced that “ail other papers re-

e

specified in these rnules relating
Washe slecsionashall he open e
Prblic inspectios

CONTINGED ONPAGE 2

THE WORLD, PAGE 14

connivarce of the Ar
partment) Stall”. but observed

Team
{SIT) paobing the Cases & yet 10
Evestigate this aspect.
ex 2 series of complaints
came to fight, the Goa govern-
aent formed 3n SIT on June 15,

s Bl GERMANY X'MAS MARKET ATTACK STIRS
Land transfer and Land grabbing SENSIONS OVER IMMIGRATION. SECURITY
ThesT
obed s Iy
Fan 300 :."R’qm"::’:ﬂ’i.':ﬂé E LIVELY ACCUSES CO-STAR
it muade DIRECTOR OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT
£o z

: Among two dead,

techie who returned to gym to get his phone

JA DEEP
MOHALI DECEMBER 22

hess rushed out
ing Within moements. Abhishek
alised that he had left benind
his cellphone and ran back to
chhix. his frieois told b father.

Inderpal veas o 4 when
rescue workers recovered his

km from Kolkata. Four years " ) 3
iater, the Calcurta Taxi el
Amt dors as the d

epaperindianexpressicom pUEE B

son's body froen the debris of the
theee storey huﬂdlugr.hal(ol-
Lapsed in the densely po

e area of Mot taking
The death count to twa.

A resident of Ambala
Inderpal rushed to Sobana
Saurday night after coming to

i s miiss-
ulg irsce the huuldung cotiapac.
AR wealiing ot _the st
ove for 3 micacte,
e wwas 1014 around 10 aem that 3

INTERV EW

‘IF IT IS BUSIN

ESS
AS USUAL, VIKSIT
BHARAT BY 2047
WILL NOT HAPPEN"
RAGHURAM RAJAN
PR RS GOVERMNOR

EXPLAINED

fied it as Abhishei’s.
Inderpal told The Indian
Express that Abhishek and his

2

LOOKING AT 2025: POLITICS
LANDSCAPEOF RIFTS

e

AND

iconic yellow cabs, drivers face uncertain future

—yer-

os

Black
and the yeliow taxis for intercity
travel

n 1994, the then Left sovern-
ment headed by Jyots Basu an-
Bergal permit™ for

Sorw cofour.
1n 2009, however. the first
blow was dealr. In July that year,

over 5000yl
low Ambassadors had already
gone off the road s of August

stopped the production of the

Court cedered that all commer-
cial vehicles that are over 15
yearsold be scr. Following
this order. over 10,000 taxd driv-
ers upgraded their vehicles 1o
the newer Ambassador model.

dor in its

=
All these eveats taken to-
gecher sounded the death knell
for the iconic  yeliow
bassad =4

this
o i i
~Now that production has
szopped. the vehicles replacing
A o

 Armbassados taxs woul
have all but vanished from the
city streets.™
But there are other factors as
t coe o

ith stagnant taxi
2




Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare
Government of India

- On the Occasion of =

' ‘National Farmer's Day’

The Birth Anniversary of
@

e

Bharat Ratna Chaudhary Charan Singh

The grateful nation pays rich tributes




UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 22

THE INDIAN rupee’s exchange rate against
the US dollar breached the 85 mark last
week. In other words, one would have to pay
Rs 85 to buy $1.

In April, this “exchange rate” was around
83 and adecade ago, when Narendra Modi
became prime minister, it was around 61.
As such, the rupee has been weakening in
value relative to the dollar — this is a long-
term trend.

What is the exchange rate?

Within India, we buy goods (such as a
pizzaoracar)and services (such as a haircut
or a hotel stay) using our money, the Indian
rupee. But for things from outside the coun-
try — say an American-made car or Swiss va-
cation orindeed, crude oil — we would have
to purchase the currency of another country,
say the US (dollar) or Swiss currency (euro)
using our domestic currency before we buy

the final item. The rate at which one can swap
currencies is the exchange rate. In other
words, how many rupees would buy you a
dollar or aeuro.

In such a market — also referred to as the
currency market —each currency is like acom-
modity itself. The value of each currency rela-
tive toanother currency is called the exchange
rate. These values can stay the same over time
but more often than not they keep changing.

Whatdecidesit?

Like any other trade in life, the relative
value of one currency against another de-
pends on which is demanded more. If
Indians demand more US dollars than
Americans demand the Indian rupee, the ex-
change rate will tilt in favour of the US dollar.
If this situation keeps repeating every day,
such a trend will become stronger and the
rupee will keep losing value relative to the
USdollar.

This movement will show up in the form
of the rupee’s exchange rate weakening
against the dollar.
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Indian rupee continues to fall against US dollar: what determines exchange rate?

What factors determine the demand for
rupee vis a vis dollar?

Three main factors are at play here.

One big component of demand comes
from trade of goods. For the sake of simplic-
ity,imagine a world where there are only two
countries —India and the US. If India imports
more goods from the US than what it exports
to the US, then the demand for US dollars will
outstrip the demand for Indian rupee. This, in
turn, will make the US dollar gain strength

against the rupee, and its exchange rate ver-
sus the rupee will appreciate. Put differently,
the rupee’s exchange rate relative to the dol-
lar will weaken. As aresult, more rupees will
be required to buy a single US dollar.

The other component is trade in services.
If Indians buy more US services — say
tourism — than Americans buy Indian serv-
ices, then again, demand for dollars will out-
strip the demand for rupee, and rupee will
weaken.
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The third component is investments. If
Americans investin India more than Indians
invest in the US, then the demand for rupee
will outstrip the dollar and rupee will appre-
ciate against the dollar.

And what factors affect these three
kinds of demands?

There are several factors that can affect
these three demands.

B Suppose the US decides that it will not
allow Indian imports. In such a scenario, the
demand for Indian rupees will plummet; af-
ter all, if the Americans can’t buy Indian
goods, why would they go to the currency
market to buy Indian rupees?

End result: rupee will weaken.
Something similar is expected to happen if,
as President-elect Donald Trump has prom-
ised, the US slaps high tariffs against Indian
goods, making them so costly that no one in
the US will buy them.

M Imagine a scenario where both India
and the US are experiencing high inflation.
By definition, inflation eats away the value

of a currency because an inflation of 5%
means that whatever one could buy for Rs
100 in year 1, requires Rs 105 to buy in the
next year.

Now imagine thatin 5 years' time, the US
reduces its inflation to zero while in India it
stays at 6%. This would mean that if an
American decides to invest in the Indian
stock market thinking that Indian compa-
nies/shares give an annual return of 10%, she
would end up getting only a 4% real return
because six out of the 10% would be eaten up
by inflation. On the other hand, the US stock
market might give a return of just 5% but
since inflationis at 0%, the final return would
be 5%.

In such a scenario, an investor may not
make any fresh investments into India;
worse still, she may actually pull out money
from India and invest it back in the US. Both
these actions will reduce the demand for ru-
peesrelative to the dollar, and the rupee will
weaken against the dollar. Something simi-
lar is happening at present as the investors
pull out money from India.




Indian Rupee's Decline Against US Dollar: Key Factors
Exchange Rate Basics

Definition: The exchange rate determines how much of one currency can be exchanged
for another.

- Hel fAfa#T X 78 a7 A 8§ o U Har & q@lt & v fohaer fafasy
fham ST ghar gl

Example: If S1 = X85, it means X85 are needed to purchase S1.

e 3CIEI0T: Ife $1 = 2858, dI $1 WA o TIT 85 T TIThdr g9l




Rupee crossed
Current Scenario X85 against the
US Dollar.

A decade ago, it

was around X61.
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 What Determines Exchange Rates?

1.Demand and Supply of Currencies:
1. If Indians demand more dollars for imports, the rupee weakens.

1.;%?T Sgﬂ?h'zr AT o AT 3% ek Sl AT Hd g, ar 39T hHSIN
|

2. Conversely, if foreigners demand more rupees for Indian goods or services, the
rupee strengthens.

1.38% faqdid, afe facel sRehy a&qg3i ar qansid & fav 3ifees T93 &
AT & &, dl ¥9A7T AT @il gl




* Trade in Goods and Services:

* Higher imports than exports increase demand for dollars, weakening the rupee.

. éj'l;Tl% T AT I 3 AT SR Sl ART Jeiar g, foad TTAT HHIR
|

* If Americans spend on Indian services like tourism, rupee strengthens.

. gﬁmﬁﬁﬂmﬁanﬁé\@qﬂmwaémﬁﬁwmgm
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1.Investments:

1. When foreign investors withdraw money from India, demand for rupee decreases,
leading to depreciation.

1.979 ol ayes 9RT & Sar [Aarea &, ar TUA I ART A g S
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* Impact of Inflation

* High inflation reduces the purchasing power of a currency, making it
weaker.

+ 3T HTEDITA Th HAGT FI I AFd H FH Al ¢, FT0H T
FHHSNT & Sy g1

* Example: If US inflation is 0% and India’s is 6%, Indian currency will
depreciate.

» 3cTe0T: i, ARST H Agrehfd 0% & 3R 9IRT H 6%, @

:H‘;\’T %l 3dH eI 61?1TI




Policy Influence

Policies like trade barriers or increased tariffs can
affect currency demand and exchange rates.

o YMIN 3{AUY AT d¢ gU Yeh ﬁ?ﬁ?—ﬁﬁ'ﬂTﬂ‘;ﬂEﬁﬂﬁT
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Conclusion

The weakening of the rupee reflects a
combination of higher imports,
reduced foreign investments, and
inflationary pressures.

A stable exchange rate depends on
balanced trade and controlled
inflation.

o TUY T hHASINT 3 3MATT, ged facelr
foraer, 3R AgeRfa & carg @1 aRonA g

Haehifd 9T AT T 8



State Finances: A Study
of Budgets of 2024-25



The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the Report “State Finances: A Study of Budgets of
2024-25".

Major Highlights

GFD of States: State governments contained their consolidated gross fiscal deficit (GFD)
within 3% of gross domestic product (GDP) and their revenue deficit at 0.2% of GDP
during 2022-23 and 2023-24.

e In 2024-25, States have budgeted a GFD of 3.2% of GDP.




Expenditure: Capital expenditure rose from 2.4% of GDP in 2021-22 to 2.8% in
2023-24 and budgeted at 3.1% of GDP in 2024-25.

Liabilities: States’ total outstanding liabilities declined from 31.0% of GDP 2021
to 28.5% in 2024 but remain above the pre-pandemic level.

State-specific Fiscal Responsibility Legislations (FRLs) along with tax and
expenditure reforms have strengthened their finances over the past two
decades.




Phewa Dialogue



e Recently, Nepal and China launched the “Phewa Dialogue” series,
aimed at fostering regional prosperity, peace, and economic
integration in South Asia.

e About

* The Phewa Dialogue derives its name from the renowned Phewa
Lake, one of Nepal’s largest lakes, located in the Pokhara Valley.

* The lake is fed by perennial springs, including Harpan Khola and Seti Khola,
adding to its scenic and ecological significance.



India and ADB Loan Agreement
for SMILE Programme



* The Indian government and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) have
sighed a S350 million policy-based loan agreement for
the Strengthening Multimodal and Integrated Logistics Ecosystem
(SMILE) programme.

* SMILE programme



* The SMILE program is a policy-based lending initiative comprising two
subprograms aimed at expanding India’s manufacturing sector and
enhancing supply chain resilience.

* It focuses on improving logistics efficiency by strengthening
multimodal infrastructure at national, state, and city levels,
standardizing warehousing and logistics assets to attract private
investment, enhancing external trade logistics, and adopting low-
emission smart systems for efficient logistics.



SIPRI Report on

Global Arms
Producers




* Recently, the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)
released its annual report on the world’s 100 largest arms producers
with three Indian firms among the top global arms manufacturers.

 What are the Key Findings of the SIPRI Report?

 Global Arms Revenue: Global arms revenues reached USD 632 billion
in 2023, a 4.2% rise driven by wars, regional tensions, and
rearmament.



Total arms revenues (constant 2023 US$ b.)
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* Performance of Indian Companies:

* Three Indian companies namely Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (Rank
43), Bharat Electronics Limited (Rank 67), and Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd (Rank 94) ranked among the Top 100 global arms
producers.



* The combined revenues of these companies rose by 5.8%, from

TOP I.I N E CH ECK Sipri top 100 arms companies 2023

USD 6.37 billion in 2022 to USD 6.74 billion (Rs 56,769 crore)
in 2023.

Rank2022 | Rank2023  Company Country  Arms revenue 2023 ($ bn) Change (%)

T Lockheed Martin US 60.51 I <3

2 & RTX us 40.66 | 1.3 2

3 3 Northrop Grumman Us 35.57 | =x

4 ﬁ?ﬁ? Boeing Us 311 [ 2.0 § e
5 @} General Dynamics Us 30.2 _ 3.2 ) il
3 B Hindustan Aeronautics India 3.71 | ATy noillionof
65 67 Bharat Electronics India 1.94 | 0.5 T
96 9% Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders ~ India 1.09 | = Y




« Major Global Producers:

* US: The 41 US companies in the Top 100 earned USD 317 billion in
2023, half of global arms revenues, with the top five producers being US-
based.

« China: The nine Chinese companies in the Top 100 recorded a total
revenue of USD 103 billion in 2023.

* Russia: The arms revenues of the two Russian companies for which data
was available went up by 40% to an estimated USD 25.5 billion due to a
significant increase in orders and production.
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« Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)

* SIPRI is an independent international institute dedicated to
research into conflict, armaments, arms control and
disarmament.

 Established in 1966, SIPRI provides data, analysis and
recommendations, based on open sources, to policymakers,
researchers, media and the interested public.



 What are Key ltems in India's Defence Exports?

* BrahMos Missiles: India delivered the first batch of BrahMos
supersonic cruise missiles to the Philippines, following a USD 375-
million deal for three shore-based, anti-ship missile batteries.

* ASEAN countries and some Gulf nations are showing increasing
interest in acquiring BrahMos missiles.



* Dornier-228 Aircraft: India exports the Dornier-228 aircraft, a versatile
and reliable aircraft for defense and civilian applications to various
countries.

 Subsidiary Aircraft Parts: India exports subsidiary aircraft parts like
fuselage and wings to defense giants such as Boeing and Lockheed
Martin as part of the global supply chain and offset commitments.



* 155mm Artillery Guns: India has been exporting 155mm artillery guns
to countries like Armenia, highlighting its capabilities in producing
advanced artillery systemes.

e Akash Missile System: The Akash air defence missile system, including
its variant Akash-1S, has been a major export, with Armenia being the
first international customer.

* Pinaka: Pinaka multi-launch rocket systems have been exported, with
Armenia being a significant buyer.



« Expansion of Arms Production: Apart from the 16 DPSUs,
India's defence-industrial base has also expanded to over 430
licenced companies and 16,000 micro, small and medium
enterprises.

« The private sector accounts for 21% of this expansion in arms
production capacity.

« Export Destinations: Currently, India exports to over 100
nations, with the top three destinations for defence exports in
2023-24 being the USA, France, and Armenia.



 Which one of the following is the best description of ‘INS Astradharini’,
that was in the news recently? (2016)

 (a) Amphibious warfare ship
* (b) Nuclear-powered submarine
* (c) Torpedo launch and recovery vessel

* (d) Nuclear-powered aircraft carrier



VIRAASAT




* The Ministry of Textiles is organizing the third edition of
the VIRAASAT Sari Festival 2024 from 15t-28th December in
New Delhi.

* This mega event promotes India’s handloom heritage by
showcasing diverse handwoven saris and providing direct
market access to weavers and artisans.



* About India’s Handloom Sector: The handloom sector
employs around 3.5 million people, making it the second-
largest employment sector after agriculture, particularly
women.

* |t is known for its unique regional weaves like Paithani,
Kancheepuram, Banarasi, Patola, and others, each with
distinct designs and motifs that attract global attention.



* What is the primary focus of the recently launched Phewa Dialogue between
Nepal and China?

ﬁwgﬁﬁaé#ﬁmé’rﬁ%mﬁwmﬂmmw ACT 3o’y
T 27

* A. Regional prosperity and economic integration / SE ] Hﬁiﬁl’ 3ir nfdew

B. Military cooperation and security alliances / d=T deaNeTr 3T {!JTHT

CIGT iG]

C. Tourism development and cultural exchange / wed A 3 H’Iﬁ?ﬁa?
K IHGE G . ’

D. Infrastructure and energy projects / gﬁﬂﬁ' grEm 3R FAT IRANSAT




 Which Indian state has the highest forest cover as per the latest
Forest Survey report?

AdIAdH deT FdeToT RO & HqdR fohd WA T A
e 38 g7 &7 g2

 A. Madhya Pradesh / T Wear
B. Arunachal Pradesh / 3730l Ueer

C. Maharashtra / AgRISC
D. Odisha / 3nfaem




e The GST rate on fortified rice kernels has been reduced from 18% to
what percentage?

QINURIFd °1ad Feed W STHET eX 18% & = fohclel
gfaerd &Y o IS g7?

*A. 5%
B. 10%
C.12%
D. 15%




* The SMILE programme funded by ADB focuses on which key area?
Uﬁ‘? CaRT fadNT SMILE FRISH FT AT €A hy &
W e?

* A. Logistics and supply chain resilience / difoeedd 3N 3-1T3ﬁ
HGT Y FHAGA

B. Digital education infrastructure / Bfaea fam aﬁmﬁaﬁn
C. Renewable energy projects / TdIRIONT Foll
D. Rural healthcare systems / ATHIOT TITELT STHTAT TOTTel!



* Which of the following is exempted from GST as per the latest tax
reforms?

AdAdH T FURT & HJaR eAfaf@d & @ 68 sfiewdr &
oe & TS §7°

* A. Electric vehicles / ﬁm digdl
B. Gene therapy and long-range missiles / St At 3R o€t {fr

$r A
C. Sweetened popcorn / #IaT qiqehlel

D. Fortified rice / tITGI'UT{]:H-T-I' didel




* What percentage of India’s total geographical area is currently
covered by green cover? ‘

R & el HlaNToeh &1 AT gadAeT & fohcel wfderd gRd

30T ¥ 3Teaifed g7

*A.20.17%
B. 21.76%
C.25.17%
D. 26.41%




 What is the carbon sequestration
target under India’s green cover for
20307?
2030 doh AR & gRd 3TaoT
gx ded HIdeT SROT o8 FIT
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e A. 2.29 billion tonnes
B. 2.5 billion tonnes
C. 3 billion tonnes
D. 3.5 billion tonnes




* The INS Astradharini, recently in the news, is best described as:

gTel &1 # T H g7 Wguaey Jeaeiofl, 5 0 A gaq
3T g afod 87

* A. Amphibious warfare ship / 3HITI ZIEEJ'CﬂT-I' o
B. Torpedo launch and recovery vessel fEIT‘fI's’T dleg 3 Raadr

Qi
C. Nuclear-powered submarine / JIATIT Foll diferd q?lgﬁﬁ

D. Aircraft carrier / [QHATIaIgS: N



* Under the VIRAASAT Sari Festival, how many people are employed in
India’s handloom sector?

farT WIS 30T & dBd RA F gEawr & A e
AT FRRT &7

* A. 2 million / 20 olT&
B. 3.5 million / 35 olT&
C. 4 million / 40 T
D. 5 million / 50 o1&




* Which country received the first batch of BrahMos supersonic
missiles from India under a $375- m|II|on deal?

375 fAfoTeT STeR & TSl & dgd hd ¢ & ¥RT 4
SeAE guAIfs A @ q%?lfr o fAelr?
* A. Ph|||pp|nes/ﬁﬁﬁ'9°lﬂ'
ERGGILL

B. Vietham /

C. Indonesia / S TAT
D. Malaysia / A TAT




Word of the day

Qualm:

uneasiness about the fitness of an action
(particularly for reasons of ethics, morals or
propriety); a mild state of nausea

Synonyms: misgiving, scruple, squeamish

Usage: she had some qualms about moving
to a new city.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/qualmpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /kwa:m/, /kwa:m/




Fun Fact



Myth 4: Movies are shot
in the order of the story.

Truth: Films are rarely shot in sequence. Scenes
are filmed based on location availability, actor

schedules, and budget constraints, then edited
into the correct order later.




Class24 Premium

SSC SUPER 50 BATCH

- Video Course-2000/- S < 4000 < 666080

rt % y
- Books -¥4000/- | ﬁ
- Hours - 700 WEDNESD «
-PYP-Last5Yrs USE CODE:
- Test - Unlimited 5[‘-5“ Enroll Now

Enroliment Close — CLASS24
Wed neSday by bhunesh sir




- SSC CGL 24999 ¥2500
muunmmu BATCH

(J Have a Coupon Code?

tp G s Course Information
’ . ,

"ﬁ 40% OFF y.

\ \\ USE CODE s B 4 O @ Course level: Beginners to Advance

CLASS24 | % 2 5 c GI’— ?I 499,_ 7 &) Language: English+Hindi

= Team: Class24

© Vvalidity: 12 Months

\\

SSC CGL GK/GS Foundation Course

@ Class24: Team (© SSC CGL GK/GS Foundation Course * & % K (4.8)



® Class24

Home

Exams v Current Affairs  Buy a course v

Blog

Live Test About us

SSC CGL GK/GS Foundation Course

ﬂ Hi,Bhunesh

-

Current Affairs

Computer Knowledge

chemistry Cl-1

2024-12-13 at 11:30 AM
Starts In: 04:37:22

Electricity and Magnetism

2024-12-13 at 9:00 AM
Starts In: 02:07:22

Science

Biology Geography

Computer Revision

History

Polity Economics

‘ Coming Soon! }

‘ Coming Soon! }

Static GK



ﬁ

ank
o you




