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* From which year will CBSE conduct Class 10 board exams twice a year?

-%ﬁmaﬁ#a:mma?rméqﬁmmﬁawmﬁa
?

* A. 2024
B. 2025
C. 2026
D. 2027



* Which Indian state is planning to grant 'industry status' to tourism?

+ FlT T HRAT TsT qded F '3GINT &1 GaAr 4 Hr Aioran
ST ET 872

* A. Rajasthan / TToTEYTed
B. Goa /

C. Kerala / &Jel .
D. Uttarakhand / 3W{1@sS



 What is the main goal of the 'SAKSHAM' campaign launched by Indian
Oil and BPCL?

- 3f3%e 3T 3R dfidfidfiver qarr 4w fFv v Har AfAAE
FT HET 3a T FIT 87

* A. Promoting green energy and fuel conservation / g FeIr IR

ST HI&TUT ) Forar Sell
B. Encouraglq;% electric vehicles (EVs) adoptlon/sﬁm qgar (EVs)

C. Reducing petroleum product prices / GAfIIH 3cUTET T 1Al
P FH HIAT
D. Banning the use of fossil fuels/EﬁaTQ?Fl' é‘ﬂ?ﬁ & IYAT G

gfaaer e



 Which country has imposed a 25% tariff on Canadian and Mexican
imports, affecting businesses in Canada?

- fFE g F FareT 3R ATFES ¥ AT G 25% SRE e
g, O FaAEE s¥auy yaad 8 W@ £

e A. United Kingdom/'q\?lﬁﬂg fparea

B. United States / q&d T ARHT
C. China / dieT

D. Germany / STH#AT



 Who has been appointed as the new Chief Minister of Delhi?
- el Y 1 AT F w0 A FE AgEa fFar w32

* A. Atishi Marlena /HTPcI'Qﬁ HTolaAT

B. Bandana Kumarl/a?\?IT
C. Rekha Gupta / 3&@T UTGIT
D. Ankita Sharma /m QTAT



 Which event showcased India's textile advancements and aimed to
triple textile exports by 2030?

- T T AT AR Y FUST YIIfd T YSid Far § 3R
2030 aF FIST AT H il I A FT T8 @A §7?

* A. India Textiles Expo 2025 / 3f34T ?,WZ'IE—\‘T TFHar 2025
B. Bharat Tex 2025 / HRd ¢&d 2025

C. Global Fabric Summit 2025 / 7elldel hfss AT 2025
D. Make in India Textile Fair / A& ST S'ETIT cFHersd BhaX



* What is the objective of the 'NAKSHA' project?
* 'NAKSHA' IRITSTAT FT 38T FAT 57

» A. Developing a digital land survey system / fefateer Siﬁ' qdaTor
gorTell fasfaa e .
B. Mapping historical monuments in India / R A CfagTfae®
THRS! T AAAAT HIAT
C. Enhancing forest and wildlife conservation / del IR T=Sia
TIETUT Y drdT ST
D. Promoting satellite-based weather forecasting / 393Ig 3T
HGH qETATT FY FG@Er Sa



* Where was India’s first vertical bi-facial solar plant inaugurated?
+ {A T Ygoll dfcdhe as-SiRATT AR FIT F3T 3gUres foran
IMgT?

» A. Mumbai Metro Station / HI§ HE TCUT
B. Okhla Vihar Metro Station /31TEIT~IT AR ﬁE’f AT

C. New Delhi Railway Station /Fl'é' ﬂ_eﬁ JTeld F?IQI?-I'
D. Chennai Central Station /ﬁo—_o-lé' @ET*I‘ AT



 What was the significance of 19th February in Indian history?

+ 19 W AR sfagr A 4T Ageaqor 87
* A. Birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose / TSt HHTGI' g

S Y STgdr
B. Independence of Goa from Portuguese rule / Mar v QT-TI?ﬂTﬁ

AT | T
C. Birth anniversary of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj s L IGREGIC]

HERTST T STId!
D. Formation of Indian National Army (INA) / AR ISERT |eAT
(INA) T TSA
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Redefining jurisdiction
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Waelcome Break: A man walks down a snow-covered road in Shopian district of Kashmir, on Thursday. After nearty two montns of an
urprecedented dry spell, the Kashmir Valley recewed some raim and snowfall, rasing hopes for improved water avadabiity. IMRAN NSSAR
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Rekha Gupta takes
charge as 9th Chief
Minister of Delhi

Narendra Modi with Rekha Gupta and other Ministers during the.
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SC stays Lokpal order on power over judges

Special Bench terms top anti-corruption ombudsman’s interpretation ‘very disturbing’ as it passed an order giving itself jurisdiction to investigate complaints against High

Court judges; Bench issues notice to the Centre, the Registrar of Lokpal and the complainant on whose plea the January 27 order was passed; court lists the case for March 18

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday stayed

a Lokpal order
bringing High Court judges
under its jurisdiction,
terming the top anti-cor-
ruption ombudsman’s in-
terpretation “very
disturbing”.

Taking suo motu cogni-
sance of the January 27
Lokpal order, a Special
Bench of Justices B.R. Ga-
vai, Surya Kant and A.S.
Oka, three senior judges of
the Supreme Court and
Collegium members, said
it impacted the indepen-
dence of the judiciary.

The Bench, in a brief
hearing, was offered assis-
tance by senior advocates
Kapil Sibal and B.H. Marla-
palle even as Solicitor-Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta ap-
peared for the Union

government. The Bench is-
sued notice to the Centre,
the Registrar of Lokpal and
the complainant on whose
plea the January 27 order
was passed. The court list-
ed the case on March 18. It
injuncted the complainant
from disclosing the name
of the High Court judge in
question and ordered the
former to keep the con-
tents of the complaint con-
fidential.

Mr. Sibal said the court
sorely needed to lay down
the law on this issue. Mr.
Mehta categorically sub-
mitted that High Court
judges would never fall
within the ambit of Lokpal.

‘Public servants’

The order of the Lokpal,
chaired by a former Su-
preme Court judge, Justice
AM. Khanwilkar, was
based on a complaint that
an Additional High Court

Redefining jurisdiction

Lokpal’s January 27 order defines the rules and conditions under
which it will inquire into complaints against High Court judges

u SC judges are public
servants under the
Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act but are not

mA judge of an HC established by an
Act of Parliament will come within
the ambit of expression ‘any person’
in Section 14(1)(f) of the Lokpal Act

public servants under
the Lokpal Act

mThe SCwas
‘established’ by the
Constitution. The
HCs pre-existed the .
Constitution and are L
only ‘recognised’ by it

e ¢

judge had influenced an
Additional District Judge,
and later another High
Court judge, to decide in
favour of a private compa-
ny. It was alleged that the
company had been a client
of the judge during the lat-
ter’s earlier years as an
advocate.

In a 13-page order, the

e

m There is a precon-
i{'_ dition to consult the

Chief Justice of India
before initiating,
under Section 20 of
the Lokpal Act, a pre-
“ liminary inquiry into
% a complaint lodged
against an HC judge

Lokpal concluded that
High Court judges were
‘public servants’ and came
within the ambit of the
Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act
of 2013.

The anti-corruption bo-
dy assumed jurisdiction to
inquire or investigate com-
plaints about High Court
judges on the ground that,

unlike the Supreme Court,
the High Courts in India
were constituted by British
Parliamentary Acts — In-
dian High Courts Act, 1861
and Government of India
Act 1935 — and Letters Pa-
tent of the British Mo-
narch. In fact, the High
Courts pre-dated the Con-

stitution, the Lokpal
reasoned.
Article 214 of the Consti-

tution, which said “there
shall be a High Court for
each State”, had only “in-
trinsically recognised” the
existence of the High
Courts. The Constitution
did not establish the High
Courts, the Lokpal argued
in the January 27 order. On
the other hand, the Su-
preme Court was com-
pletely a child of the Con-
stitution, the ombudsman
noted.

A few days before the Ja-
nuary 27 order, the Lokpal,

in a decision on January 3,
had declared that it had no
power over Supreme Court
judges, including the Chief
Justice of India.

In the January 3 order,
the Lokpal had explained
that the Supreme Court
was not a “body” esta-
blished by an Act of Parlia-
ment or financed or con-
trolled by the Central
government. It had ob-
served that Supreme Court
judges, including the CJI,
even though ‘public ser-
vants’ in terms of the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act
of 1988, were not amena-
ble to the jurisdiction of
the Lokpal.

Argument ‘too naive’

But, the Lokpal, in its Janu-
ary 27 order, found the ar-
gument that a High Court
judge was outside the om-
budsman’s jurisdiction,
“too naive”. The Lokpal

said a High Court judge
came within the ambit of
clause (f) of Section 14(1) of
the 2013 Act.

A clause of Section 14
notes the Lokpal has juris-
diction over “any person
who is or has been a chair-
person or member or offic-
er or employee in any body
or Board or corporation or
authority or company or
society or trust or autono-
mous body (by whatever
name called) established
by an Act of Parliament or
wholly or partly financed
by the Central government
or controlled by it”.

The term ‘any person’ in
the clause would include a
judge of a High Court esta-
blished by an Act of
Parliament.

In this case, the judge in
question was serving in the
High Court of a State reor-
ganised by an Act of the
Parliament, it pointed out.




@upreme Court’s Stay on Lokpal Order ({Iﬁm‘ FIC o AR & 3T W UFh
CLIEY

Supreme Court (SC) stayed the Lokpal’s January 27 order, which sought to bring High
Court judges under its jurisdiction.

A @IC A 27 Sl F SARUTer MU R Ak ofn <, forqsd 3=
AT & gEeel S dAhaTd & FFR &8 & o Y a1q H 718 4}




:Zjudicial Independence Concerns (1% TadadT HI ﬁf?lT)

The three-judge bench led by Justice B.R. Gavai called the move
"very disturbing", stating it could impact judicial independence.

- TS AT, TGS FT AEFeTdT arell dieT-~amarefier 915 o

g9 he A I "dge Rdeed” g, Fifeh Ig ~AIUTlelehl hl

TITAdT Sl FHTTAT HT dohdT gl



B Jokpal's Justification (SfehYTel T dh)

Lokpal justified its stance by arguing that HC judges fall under the category of ‘any
person’ as per Section 14(1)(f) of the Lokpal Act, 2013.

dAlpuTel o I8 doe [¢ar [ et fafaas, 2013 6 arT 14(1)(F) &
3TAR 3ed ST & ~areier ‘w18 oft safada i Soft 7 3ma &




@ Supreme Court's Counter (FiaT HIc HT Ifadc)

SC argued that the Constitution intrinsically recognizes High Courts, meaning
they were established by the Constitution itself and not merely by an Act of

Parliament.

A @lc A T fedm fob Gfaure Fad: & 3= FRTedl F AIT
adT ®, 37U 7 % Tudy Ay earr Agr o g




@olitical & Legal Implications (JSTaIfae AR Wfﬁ 9HTA)

The Union Government and senior lawyers opposed the Lokpal’s
interpretation, saying it overstepped its jurisdiction.

g TIER 3T IS gl o AhITeT hr IrEar ohr e forar,
agaﬁﬁgcﬁ:agmﬁmm#wmm%l




» & Historical Context (¥fQgTRA® ?i'a'ai')

* Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 was passed to investigate corruption in
public offices, but judiciary was historically kept separate.

- dtarer 3R AEgEa AfafATw, 2013 H gEaE FEEE
awa?rmﬂ;ﬁvamﬁnnwm ATehel ~ATAYTIIRT HY

IRIRE 7 ¥ SHY T @1 AT AT

* Earlier, the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968, was the only law governing
misconduct investigations against judges.

- SHY Ugol, Farareier () rfafaaw, 1968, =Rl & 3eRoT

] ST Ch*{O'I diell CenddlA onlaa AT |




« & Political Aspect (ITTeIfds qgel)

* Judicial independence vs. Lokpal’s authority—The issue raises concerns over the
balance of power between judiciary and anti-corruption bodies.

« 7% TIGIAAT TATH AT FT AAFR—3T FAce o Ao 3T
srseraR et geunst & fiw afdd d@qgee W 9gH 93 & &

* Potential executive interference? The judiciary fears that Lokpal’s move could allow
executive overreach into judicial matters.

» HYUITASRT HT FHIAT FEAET? ~ITIUTTelhT ' ST g Toh cllhdTel &l Tg e H
mﬁmmﬁmﬂwmmmém%




* & Economic Aspect (T4 qEel)

 Judicial transparency is crucial for investor confidence—If judges fall under
Lokpal, it might create uncertainty for businesses and investors.

- 71 IREfAr e ¥ faear & fav Agcaqor g—Ife =grmeher
g;«%@ﬁmg,mmmmﬁemﬁaﬁm
dhdl gl

e Corruption in Judiciary? Lokpal’s move aimed at tackling judicial corruption,
which affects corporate and financial cases.

» TR A HSECAR? WlhUTel &l HeH 1 AR HI Uehol &
fow or, S #1aRe R T Al wF vl & awar g




* 4 Social Aspect (GTHITSIH IEe)

* Public trust in judiciary—Many citizens believe judges should be
accountable, but judicial independence must be preserved.

» TS # SAdT &7 fARaT—hg AN AT ¢ o FIraredien
Y STATECE Bl AMRU, oAfche] =ATIAH Taaar 1 &7 o JTw 2

* Judicial Reforms? The case has revived debates on whether judges should
have an independent accountability mechanism.

» 7R WUR? 50 A o Ig 960 O & O3 &I § & &
=ararefelf o fov Tada STaecer aF gier argv]




Feature

Introduction

Origin

Enactment

Jurisdiction

Prime Minister's

Coverage

Composition

Details

Lokpal is an anti-corruption statutory body in India that investigates complaints

against public officials, including the Prime Minister, ministers, and MPs.

Concept inspired by Ombudsman (Sweden) and recommended by the First ARC
(1966).

Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 (came into effect in 2014).

Covers the Prime Minister, Ministers, MPs, Bureaucrats, and Public Servants,

including those in private entities receiving public funds.

Can be investigated only under specific conditions, such as serious corruption

charges and after approval of two-thirds of the Lokpal members.

- Chairperson (a former Chief Justice of India or Supreme Court judge or an eminent
person).
- 8 Members (4 judicial + 4 non-judicial).




Appointment

Tenure
Removal

Powers & Functions

Lokayuktas
First Lokpal of India

Challenges

Way Forward

By a selection committee comprising:

1. Prime Minister (Chairperson)

2. Speaker of Lok Sabha

3. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha

4. Chief Justice of India or a Supreme Court Judge
5. An eminent jurist nominated by the President.

5 years or 70 years of age, whichever is earlier.
By the President on the recommendation of the Supreme Court (after inquiry).

- Investigates corruption complaints against public officials.
- Refers cases to CBI or ED for further action.
- Has the power to seize assets, recommend prosecution, and direct removal of

guilty officials.
Each state has its own Lokayukta, established by state laws.
Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose (appointed in 2019).

- Lack of independent investigation agency.

- Delay in appointments.

- Limited jurisdiction over the private sector.
- Issues with Lokayuktas (not uniform across states).

- Strengthen independent investigation mechanisms.
- Ensure timely appointments.
- Increase public awareness about Lokpal.




Rekha Gupta takes
charge as 9th Chief
Minister of Delhi

Narendra Modi with Rekha Gupta and other Ministers during the

oath ceremeny in Delhi on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

Bharatiya Janata Party’s
MLA Rekha Gupta took
oath as the ninth Chief Mi-
nister of Delhi at the Ramli-
la Maidan on Thursday. A
six-member Council of Mi-
nisters were also sworn in-
to office in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and other senior BJP
leaders.

Ms. Gupta will handle
key portfolios such as Fi-
nance, Revenue, Women
and Child Development,
Services and Vigilance,
and other unallocated de-
partments.

The Cabinet comprises
Parvesh Sahib Singh, who
will handle the Public Wel-
fare Department and Wa-
ter; Ashish Sood, who will
take charge of the Home,
Power, Education and Ur-
ban Development portfo-
lios; Manjinder Singh Sirsa,
given charge of Food &
Supplies, Forest Environ-
ment and Industries; Ra-
vinder Indraj, who will
look after Social Welfare,
SC and ST Welfare, Cooper-
atives, and Elections; Kapil
Mishra, who has been
handed the Law and Jus-
tice, Labour, Employment
and Tourism Departments;
and Pankaj Singh who will
handle Health and Family
Welfare, Transport and In-
formation Technology.

Hours after the new
Chief Minister and Minis-

E N

ters were sworn in, BJP
leaders offered prayers at
the Yamuna Ghat. Cleaning
of the Yamuna is expected
to be BJPs top priority dur-
ing their five-year tenure.

Three-time Rohini MLA
Vijendra Gupta thanked
the party for giving him the
responsibility of Speaker of
Delhi Assembly.

Cabinet decisions

After her first Cabinet
meeting, Ms. Gupta said
the government would ta-
ble 14 pending CAG reports
in the first session of the
new Delhi Assembly, and
would also work towards
implementing the Centre’s
flagship health insurance
scheme Ayushman Bharat
in Delhi as quickly as
possible.

Earlier, the first-time
MLA from Shalimar Bagh
was administered the oath
by Delhi Lieutenant Gover-
nor V.K. Saxena. The
swearing-in ceremony was
attended by the BJP’s top
brass, including Union Mi-
nisters Amit Shah, J.P. Nad-
da, and Rajnath Singh, and
the Chief Ministers and De-
puty Chief Ministers of sev-
eral NDA-Tuled States.

The BJP has come into
power in the capital after
26 years, with 48 seats in
the Assembly.
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Name

Sucheta Kripalani

Nandini Satpathy

Shashikala
Kakodkar

I WYEICRE 1]

V. N. Janaki

Ramachandran

J. Jayalalithaa

W EVEWEL

Rajinder Kaur
Bhattal

State/UT

Uttar Pradesh

Odisha

Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu

Uttar Pradesh

Punjab

Tenure

2 October 1963 - 13
March 1967

14 June 1972 - 16
December 1976

12 August 1973 - 27
April 1979

6 December 1980 - 30
June 1981

7 January 1988 - 30
January 1988

Multiple Terms (1991-
2016)

Multiple Terms (1995-
2012)

21 November 1996 — 12
February 1997

Political Party

Indian National Congress

Indian National Congress

Maharashtrawadi Gomantak

Party

Indian National Congress

AIADMK

AIADMK

Bahujan Samaj Party

Indian National Congress




Rabri Devi

Sushma Swaraj

Sheila Dikshit

Uma Bharti

Vasundhara Raje

Mamata Banerjee

Anandiben Patel

Mehbooba Mufti

Atishi Marlena

Singh

Rekha Gupta

Madhya
Pradesh

Rajasthan

West Bengal

Gujarat

Jammu and
Kashmir

Delhi

Multiple Terms (1997-
2005)

12 October 1998 - 3
December 1998

3 December 1998 - 28
December 2013

8 December 2003 - 23
August 2004

Multiple Terms (2003-
2018)

20 May 2011 - Present

22 May 2014 -7
August 2016

4 April 2016 - 19 June
2018

21 September 2024 -
20 February 2025

20 February 2025 -
Present

Rashtriya Janata Dal

Bharatiya Janata Party

Indian National Congress

Bharatiya Janata Party

Bharatiya Janata Party

All India Trinamool Congress

Bharatiya Janata Party
Jammu and Kashmir People's
Democratic Party

Aam Aadmi Party

Bharatiya Janata Party




* Key Highlights:

* First Female Chief Minister: Sucheta Kripalani was the first woman to hold the
office of Chief Minister in India, serving Uttar Pradesh from 1963 to 1967.

* Longest Tenure: Sheila Dikshit served as the Chief Minister of Delhi for over 15
years (1998-2013), making her the longest-serving female Chief Minister in India.

* Recent Appointments: Rekha Gupta assumed office as the Chief Minister of Delhi
on 20 February 2025, representing the Bharatiya Janata Party. Current Female
Chief Ministers: As of February 2025, Mamata Banerjee (West Bengal) and Rekha
Gupta (Delhi) are the incumbent female Chief Ministers in India.



» (1 $wearing-in Ceremony (AT AEIT TARIE)

* Rekha Gupta, BJP MLA from Shalimar Bagh, took oath as the 9th Chief
Minister of Delhi at Ramlila Maidan.

+ Y@ [T, AT faUrs ATNAR amr A, o feeelr Fr odt
mﬁﬂ:w#m@m%#am&sﬁl

* The oath was administered by Delhi Lieutenant Governor V.K. Saxena.
- MUY fAeel & IUUSAUTT A& FFAAT o TS|

* PM Narendra Modi and senior BJP leaders were present.

+ JUTAHAT g A AR AT & aRss Aar Algg A




» 2 Portfolios Assigned (W rT fasmer)

* Rekha Gupta will handle Finance, Revenue, Women & Child Development, Services,
and Vigilance.

- 3@T Tear 1 {4, vered, Afgar 3 arer @, dar AR gakar Qe @i
|



* Other ministers and their portfolios:
* Parvesh Sahib Singh - Public Welfare & Water
. qIAL Alfed AT > Al Fhegor 3R ol AT
* Ashish Sood - Home, Power, Education, Urban Development
- 3mefiy | > 98, Fal, e, aell e
* Manjinder Singh Sirsa - Food & Supplies, Forest, Environment, Industries
- Fsitex Re R > @Wey 3myfd, a1, gaiawor, seaT
* Indraj Singh - Social Welfare, SC/ST Welfare, Cooperatives, Elections
- Sgof g > AAITSS HeA0T, IAHAT ST/ FHeAT0T, HEHRY,
JoIld

o
e Kapil Mishra - Law & Justice, Labour, Employment, Tourism

- H AT > S T =, HH7, YR, e
. Pankaj Singh - Health Family Welfare, IT
gl fAE > TaEed, IRaR FHedror, e Jiearaen




* 8 Key Cabinet Decisions (&g shigde fAvi)

* The government will table 14 pending CAG reports in the Delhi
Assembly.

- TR feeell fereras A 14 dfda Hiwsh RAE yrqa w3

 Ayushman Bharat health insurance scheme will be implemented in
Delhi on priority.

» HTYSATT AR FERLT AT At it ool 7 efter amer fFar
SITEA|




* [ Political Significance (TTSTAf® HAEcd)

* BJP returns to power in Delhi after 26 years, winning 48 out of 70
seats.

+ $TTSTUT 26 AT 15 el & @ar & @i, 31 70 & & 48
e S

* Rekha Gupta is the fourth woman CM of Delhi after Sushma Swaraj,
Sheila Dikshit, and Shiela Kaul.

3T I1car faeel v Ttelt AfRer AETAA g1, TAT T,
aﬁm%ﬁf%?rgﬁteﬁmma:m"l N



Microsoft
unveils chip
for quantum
computing

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Microsoft has announced a
new chip, called Majorana
1, that it said showed quan-
tum computing is “years,
not decades” away, joining
Google and IBM in predict-
ing that a fundamental
change in computing tech-
nology is closer than
believed.

Quantum computing
holds the promise of carry-
ing out calculations that
would take today’s systems
millions of years and could
unlock important discover-
ies in medicine, chemistry,
and aerospace, among
others.

The biggest challenge of
quantum computing is that
its fundamental building
block — called a qubit — is
fast but difficult to control
and is prone to errors. Mi-
crosoft said its new Majora-
na 1 chip is less prone to
these errors than rival
designs.

The chip has been in the
works for nearly two de-
cades. Its supposed fault-
tolerant abilities come
from the properties of an
exotic subatomic particle
called the Majorana fer-
mion, which has been hard
to find since it was first the-
orised in the 1930s.

Microsoft believes Majo-
rana qubits will prove less
prone to inadvertent flips
between ones and zeros
than qubits created by oth-
er approaches.

Harvard University
physics professor Philip
Kim, who was not involved
in Microsoft’s research,
called the chip an “exciting
development”.

However, some other in-
dependent experts have
voiced concerns over the
lack of conclusive proof
that Majorana 1 works as
Microsoft has claimed it
does.

(With inputs from agencies)




Topic

Introduction

Key Principles

Difference from

Classical Computers

Details

Quantum computers use quantum mechanics principles like superposition and

entanglement to process information much faster than classical computers.

- Qubits (Quantum Bits): Unlike classical bits (0 or 1), qubits exist in multiple

states simultaneously.

- Superposition: A qubit can be in both 0 and 1 states at the same time,

exponentially increasing computing power.
- Entanglement: Two or more qubits can be linked, affecting each other

instantly, allowing faster computations.

- Classical computers use binary logic (0 or 1).
- Quantum computers use qubits, which enable them to perform multiple

calculations simultaneously.




Applications

Current Global Leaders

India's Quantum

Mission

Challenges

- Cryptography: Can break classical encryption (RSA, ECC).

- Artificial Intelligence (Al) & Machine Learning: Helps in faster pattern
recognition and decision-making.

- Drug Discovery & Material Science: Simulates molecular interactions for new
medicines.

- Climate & Weather Modeling: Processes vast climate datasets for accurate
predictions.

- Financial Modeling: Enhances risk analysis and fraud detection.

- Google (Sycamore): Achieved quantum supremacy (2019).

- IBM (Q System One, Eagle, Condor): Developing commercial quantum
computers.

- China (Jiuzhang): Achieved photonic quantum advantage.

- D-Wave (Canada): Focus on quantum annealing.

- National Quantum Mission (NQM) (2023-2031): 26,000 crore project to
develop quantum technologies.

- Quantum Computing Lab: ISRO, DRDO, IITs, and IISc are working on quantum
cryptography and computing.

- Hardware Scalability: Difficult to build stable qubits (require near absolute
zero temperature).

- Error Correction: Qubits are highly sensitive to external disturbances
(quantum decoherence).

- High Cost: Requires specialized infrastructure and huge investments.

- Cybersecurity Threats: Can break existing encryption methods, requiring

new security protocols.




Future Prospects - Quantum Supremacy Expansion: More practical applications in real-world

industries.

- Quantum Cryptography: Development of quantum-safe encryption for

security.
- Integration with Al & Big Data: Enhancing data analytics and deep learning.




Quantum
Computer

Sycamore

IBM Q System
One

Eagle & Condor

Jiuzhang

Zuchongzhi 2.1

D-Wave
Advantage

Developing
Company /[
Country

Google (USA)

IBM (USA)

IBM (USA)

University of
Science and
Technology
(China)

China (Chinese
Academy of
Sciences)

D-Wave (Canada)

Technology Used

Superconducting
Qubits

Superconducting
Qubits

Superconducting
Qubits

Photonic Quantum
Computing

Superconducting
Qubits

Quantum Annealing

Key Achievements

Achieved Quantum Supremacy in
2019 (solved a problem in 200
seconds that would take classical

computers 10,000 years).

First commercially available quantum
computer; works on quantum cloud
computing.

Eagle (127 qubits, 2021) and Condor
(1,121 qubits, 2023) aim to enhance

quantum computing power.

Achieved quantum advantage using

light-based quantum circuits in
2020.

Claimed to be faster than Google's
Sycamore, performing tasks beyond
classical computing capabilities.

First commercial quantum computer
focused on optimization problems
(5000+ qubits).




Bristlecone

Rigetti Aspen-M

Quantum

Annealer

lonQ Quantum
Computer

PASQAL
Quantum
Processor

Hefei Quantum
Computer

Toshiba Quantum
Cryptography

Indian Quantum
Initiative

Google (USA)

Rigetti Computing
(USA)

Fujitsu (Japan)

[ (e N(VIST.Y)

PASQAL (France)

Toshiba (Japan)

India (ISRO, DRDO,
TIFR, IITs)

Superconducting
Qubits

Superconducting
Qubits

Digital Annealing

Trapped lon
Technology

Neutral Atom

Quantum Computing

Superconducting
Qubits

Quantum Key
Distribution (QKD)

Quantum
Communication &
Cryptography

A 72-qubit quantum processor, used
for quantum error correction

research.

Quantum cloud computing platform;
focuses on hybrid quantum-classical
computing.

Used for logistics, material science,

and Al applications.

Uses ion-trap qubits for better
stability and scalability.

Uses neutral atoms as qubits for high

coherence and precision.

Built in 2022 by China's Quantum
Innovation Institute for scientific
research.

Developing quantum-safe encryption
to prevent cyber threats.

India’s National Quantum Mission
(2023-2031) focuses on quantum
computing and cybersecurity.




* (L ntroduction & Development (IR=TT 31X fA=rT)

* Microsoft has introduced a new quantum computing chip named
Majorana 1.

« AISHIGIFE o 7T FAEH HYfed AT "ASRET 1" e fhaT|
* The chip was in development for nearly two decades.

« Jg AT AMHIT &Y AT U AwfRAa & W& o1

 Rival companies Google and IBM also working on quantum computing
advancements.

- IETe 3R ISR Y FETEH FHRIT awdld A Wi F @ E




* 2 Beatures & Promises (RA9aTT 31k T TE=ATY)

* The chip aims to make quantum computing more practical within years, not decades.

wﬁgmmaﬁaamﬁmaﬁﬁmmw AL
|

 Quantum computing can solve complex problems that take classical computers millions
of years.

+ FIICH HeYfear W FRET AT F g FI Thell 8, ToTHH R HYX
& @l AT o9 FS o

* Applications in medicine, chemistry, and aerospace.

- RIfFcEr, WA A 3R o\  # 39aeh)




. @/Iajor Challenge & Innovation (H&J ?Ifﬁ?ﬁ 3R dTd)
* The fundamental unit of quantum computing, the qubit, is fast but error-prone.

'%I*CIICJ-I HTYEaT S Hel Shls FfAC A gl 8, aAfher s@a M Fiear g
|

* Microsoft’s Majorana 1 qubits claim to be less prone to errors compared to
competitors.

W%ﬁﬁw1wﬁzmﬁwaﬁmﬁwaﬁﬁmw
ST 3&T gl

* Based on the Majorana fermion, a subatomic particle first theorized in the 1930s.

- I8 9 1930 & g # RAqUifdd "ASRET BRI dAHF IT-GTAT] FT T
TR B




. @Expert Opinions & Concerns (ﬁ'ﬂ"l?ﬁ I T IR ﬁlﬁ)

* Harvard University’s Prof. Philip Kim called it an "exciting
development".

- gras A& & . T Fa 3 5@ “arme e 1

 Some independent experts doubt Microsoft's claims, citing lack of
conclusive proof.

- T Tadd_[AATAT A 38§ AT i gsmadiear W @eg wTd
frar, il g YATT 3Uceyr 78T &1




* Quantum mechanics theories date back to the 20th century.

- FaTeH i RAguma 204 @1 @ yafaa gl

* The concept of qubits and quantum computing emerged in the 1980s-
1990s.

w 3R FareH FFET AT HTUROT 1980-1990 F gersh H
|



* B. Economic Aspect (3T qgc)
* Tech giants investing billions in quantum research.

o dhellehl FIAAT IET 3T} FT AdT FT T &

* Potential to revolutionize industries like finance, cryptography, and
logistics.

- A9, frcelamdr it aifoResd & Fifq = 1 GHEGAT
* C. Social Impact (TSI THTT)

* Can lead to better healthcare, drug discovery, and climate change
solutions.

» JAT TAIELT YATY, A5 gar3it &1 @t i Fearg aRkads
AT H HACSIN|



Friday, February 21, 2025
CHENMAL

NHRC issues notice 1o Bengal

zovt. over death of 2 workers

The National Human Rights Cammission frumnc
on Thursday took suo mon: cognEs

regartiing the denth of taw peraans aiter ol
roncic gas while cleaning a septic ank

riandigram block in Purba Medinipur district of
west Bengal. According to reports, e persomn

also ifihaled the toxic gas and boet consciousnass.
All four were rushed o the hospital but only two
of them survived. The ssion has isswed
md.nesta[he Dlglrk:[ Magistrate and the

¢ of Police, Purba Medinipur
Qallinglorade(dled report within two weeks.

Two vi rs killed by Naxals
in Chhattisgarh’s Dantewada
Two villagers from a lefi-wing extremism-affected
region mChI\attugarh’s l'_lannzwada were

evening,
saddmepaaloe o semior police officer said thar

Dot residents of Tod the
Police Station limits, were found dead in a deep
i1 _ Prima facie they were strangled to death,

teacher, as a police informer.

I&B Ministry

warns OTTs

against ‘obscene content’

MPs and statutory bodies; directs streaming

services o emmneqme-hnsaj ratings for marure conrent in accordance with 2021 I'T Rules

NEW DL
casting (1&8) Ministry on
Thursday said they should

and Digital Media Ethies
Gogdle) Ruiles, 201

The platforms
shonld enforee age-gating
ements for maanure
«content, the Ministry said
an ry cling com-

plaints from MPs, statumo-

ry organisations and the
public

It is unclear specifically

ene. porno-

sraphic and wolgar con-

through such portrayal by
the main protagonist and
‘other actors™.

The IT Rules have ex-
tensive regulations pre-

Screening content

Thos b bty st mc
susecd the follow
Platiarme o abatens’ conrent

=

tasaif;

e sge-based

Enforce nge—goting for man

m fwoict promubined eontent (oo
o

= Folicew IT Rules. 2021 far contemt

ratlya Hyoya Eanhie

ctives 1o OTT

= cerne!

n 2 POCS Act

= IT Futtes for streaming platiorms

= Bharatia Rysys san

<pands contant regalaian

seribing age ratings for
content on Indian stream-
ing services such as Nedflix

ould be

regulatory  body,  and
further an inter-depart
mental < of the

Union government

S seeks action
On Tuesday, a Supreme
by Justice
by
served that the gowerm-
ment needed o take some

line curated content plat-
forms, the legal term f
streaming plasforms such

ing a case on clubbing the
FlRs agalnst Ranveer Al-

that feanure these — along
with substance abuse and
viokence — be rated for ok

the provisions of the nde-
cent  Representation of
Women (Prohibition) Act,

the
who has been ar the centre
of a storm over a joke he

e
[he) mstead re
quire that shows and films

1986; Biyaya
Sanhita (BNS), 2023; the
Protection  of Children
from  Sexual  Offences

Act, 2000, wherein publi-
cation of obscene/porno-
graphic content is a pun-
ishable offensce,” the
advisory reads.

Aspirants from India,
abroad register for
video game contest

MEW DELHI

More than 150 developers
from five consnents and

over 650 Indian aspirants
are pamclpmng in
handheld video game de-
sign challenge organised
by the Indian Digital Gam-
ing Soc

(WAVES), 2025 initiarive re-
cently announced by the
Informartion and  Broad-

Kong,
sladesh, Saudi Arabia,
UAE, and Pakistan_

In India, students from
20 States and four Union
Territories are participar-
ing. “The challenge’s

be seen from

the

sionals but also freslance

A Boy plays an online game an

his mobie phone. Wiseo games.
are hugely popular. ap

developers and college and
school students as well.
The participants are re-
quired to develop a com-
plete gaming device, inte-
Eraling game mechanics
physical hardware,
maldng it an independent
and adaptable solution for
learning through play.
“The challenge s de-
signed to bridge cm.mpne

Ing_systems,” the offictal
said.

Pilots could get
hours from July 1:

EW DELSI

The weekly rest for pilots
could be raised from 36
hours 1o 48 hours with ef-
fect from July 1, and re-
vised night

“rolled oue
ber 1, the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation sakd in
a detailed scheme for im-
plementing relaxed ducy
norms t crew  Plots have been demanding
the scranping of twe
cansacutive rghts of flying.

it e e Dt

the DGCA berween Air In-

mented 010072
and the remaining 7 claus-
es woul e rolled out
from 01 5. sald the

affidavic before the Delhi
igh Court signed by the
DGOAS Assistant Director

weekly rest of 48
DGCA affidavit

(Operationsh,  Himanshu
SErivastava. The next hear-

ey
sions
implementation from July 1
is the weekly rest perind of
“con 48 hours®.
NMight duty will be during
the hours between mid-

5

the present midnight to 5

am_ As airlines are allowed

pilots only to two
consecutive nights of fly-
ing. this n will
bring down time of

ghis o
.+ introduced in April
2019, as night dutles dis-

the natural sleep-
wake cycle, cause fatigus
and impact alertness le-
wels. They say that in the

recent past. due to

expomnentially.
DGCA has used the

term “rell-cut~ and not im-
plementation for the set of
Movem-

S un-

regulator  could  be

i ent. Adrlines have
strongly  opposed  the
pocas proposal for ses-

t fying.
had aaid in a submission to
ZCA in December
priet expanding the defini
tion of night fiying would
“a sewere operat
tmpncet ymd dr shenld the
refore
Aix Tmctia sk 1t wonld

based fatigue risk manage-
ment syssem.

Key provision of DPDP Act
infantilises PwDs: activists

PEW DELHL

Dsability rights activists in
Trelhi are bullding a coali-
tion to get a key prowision

dropped or amended, Sec-
ton 1) of the Act has
clubbed children with per-
sons with disabilities
PwDs) to mandate thas
even in cases of disabled
adults who have legal guar-
dians, consent for use of
any personal data maust be
abeained from the guar-
dian concerned.

Disability rights experts
and policy think tanks
that this -

he Rights of

Persons with Disabilities
willl take up any further is-
sues on the DPDP Draft
Rules, 2025 that might ex-
sz wizh
ect

the

we “long term phys-
tcal, mental, intellectual,
or sensory impairment”.
are “unable to take legally
binding decisions”, amd

who suffer from “autism,
cerebral palsy. mental re-
tardation, or bina-
tion of any two or more of
such condigions™
But despite this, several
questions remain on the
operabdu:y of the consent
clause for FwDs. In a re-
port our by policy
think tank PACTA and NGO
Saksham Disability earlier
month, activists have

up for a fitness app oF an -
commerce websitez W
that not be a violation of
privacy?”

Govt. panel
calls KITT’'s
founder over
student unrest

BESLIBANESWAR
Achyuta the
Insti-

founder linga

Tute orlndus:rlal Technol-
oEy (K1 Jn. n sum-
moned b ppear before a
high kml committee on

&man(&

rollowing ga-
o b f trestrn of M
palese tusdens

campus.
The government has
consll(u(ed the highdevel
nel under the chalrmal

hip of Home Secretary Sa-

tyabrata Sahu to ascertain

the circumstances leading

to the alleged suicide, high-

ha actian by univer

ty authorities, reasons for
norice oi

closing the institute sine
die for them. Mr. Sahu had
wvisited the campus and
spoken o KIIT Staif mem-
bers and studen

Aeress.
4 Can't gain if Stkes is out? Temgriing (1)
S Admitchat dehare ended earty at scheel socety (7]

28 Sary, help o in ciMerent S for Gre that's pretty (7
13 Question the madel 15]

23 Dissect a particle wath chicels in the middle {5)

43 Bean obtained from Mexico oo ast (5]

™

e

4414 crciss 1os arr erecwerrd site.
[ ST

35 it verms dliscond with Bardliner (3}

18 Thestre sssistant s a good person, al tirmes takes responsibility
=1

L Laenis s p pieits & icken, taken Dy Hasarsogs st

33 Heartless Potes (2 of them] taking centre af hause (3}

24 A sect? Could be confused with ansther 15)

26 Fact is assets ceown one |
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28 Safeiy featurs in mew jot's core cormdes mastly (740

Domm

1 Deal with companies’ = treatmants (4,51

2 Benadcasts rexlt in ship 5

3 Dk in Beitain by misiake, Wk Grugs snd sheot sxsentially (51

H % Evecomnes muodirate 7]

3 Dmin's Lantrum controbed in s second 1)

H

T KallieE # KR s dicien, somvehow Should v came site BusTes at
first (B)

= s persources, sy yourth bear excerst o sight bits (4]

28 Coruener Charke's kock taken by attendant [5)

26 Felaved having tea and some raksn cake an  piece of famiture

a7 et infiornstion o6 WGUENL PIoAEst besieing Erction
Commizzion (3-5)

23 Pain.relieves gets an approval ubimately by new lead examiner
w1

20 Inwestigate princess's school

23 Hide in ey (41

23 Animated beses rivets esse

28 Grounds for grievance (51
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Ganga to purify the soul

All rivers are considered holy, with the Ganga revered as

the holiest. Taking a holy dip in me(_mga w-u.n.e

mind

used on

foe
to heaven, sald 2 swaminathan in 3 Slscourse.
Tve Ganga is considered to have the supreme property

mnmrnasyde e ome’s

» but also the mind

e may woader iFacity o s holy Jreters cun truby

possess the power

n an ordinary

mgart sucl
Bereal, Serinnaral Tstony & roplate it svortes of saincs

and scholars who have bene
soul is Muthusamy Dileshitar, who was. taken
Chidambaranathar. Muthusamy’s father re-

wings by Yogi

fited thus. One such evolved

under his

luctantly agreed o let his son accompany the ascetic to
e Loy found

something {mvaluable: the grace

arms. Upon opening his eyes he found a beautiful veena in
the

emesging as one of the musical trinkty of south India.

—+




1&B Ministry

warns OTTs

against ‘obscene content’

Ministry cites complaints from general public, MPs and statutory bodies; directs streaming

services to enforce age-based ratings for mature content in accordance with 2021 IT Rules

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

arning  over-

the-top (OTT)

streaming ser-
vices against transmitting
“any content that is prohi-
bited by law”, the Union
Information and Broad-
casting (I&B) Ministry on
Thursday said they should
ensure “age-based classifi-
cation of content” under
the Information Technolo-
gy (Intermediary Liability
and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021.

The OTT platforms
should enforce age-gating
requirements for mature
content, the Ministry said
in an advisory citing com-
plaints from MPs, statuto-
ry organisations and the
public.

It is unclear specifically
what “obscene, porno-
graphic and vulgar con-
tent” the circular is refer-
ring to. In December 2024,
the Ministry flagged some
shows “promoting, glamo-
rising or glorifying the use
of narcotic drugs and psy-
chotropic substances
through such portrayal by
the main protagonist and
other actors”.

The IT Rules have ex-
tensive regulations pre-

Screening content

The 1&B Ministry’s latest advisory has
issued the following directives to OTT

platforms on ‘obscene’ content

m Ensure age-based classification

m Enforce age-gating for mature content

m Avoid prohibited content (obscene,

vulgar, pornographic)

m Follow IT Rules, 2021 for content

moderation

Legal framework for OTT regulation

® Indecent Representation of Women (Prehibition) Act

m IT Act - prohibiting obscene digital content

m Comply with laws such as POCSO Act,

IT Act, Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita

m IT Rules for streaming platforms

® Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita expands content regulation

scribing age ratings for
content on Indian stream-
ing services such as Netflix
and Amazon Prime Video.
Those regulations require
streaming services to have
a formal grievance redress
system. They should be
part of a three-tier system,
under which users who
are offended by certain
content can first approach
the platform, then a self-
regulatory body, and
further an inter-depart-
mental committee of the
Union government.

SC seeks action

On Tuesday, a Supreme
Court Bench, led by Justice
Surya Kant, orally ob-
served that the govern-
ment needed to take some

action on obscene content
on social media.

The present advisory
has only been sent to on-
line curated content plat-
forms, the legal term for
streaming platforms such
as Netflix, as opposed to
user-generated  content
platforms such as You-
Tube. The court was hear-
ing a case on clubbing the
FIRs against Ranveer Al-
lahbadia, the podcaster
who has been at the centre
of a storm over a joke he
cracked on the YouTube
show India’s Got Latent.

Not completely banned

The IT Rules do not com-
pletely ban swearing, sex
or nudity; they instead re-
quire that shows and films

that feature these — along
with substance abuse and
violence — be rated for ol-
der audiences.

Apart from the IT Rules,
the advisory points to oth-
er laws to warn streaming
providers against content
that features obscenity.
“Attention is also invited to
the provisions of the Inde-
cent Representation of
Women (Prohibition) Act,
1986; Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), 2023; the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act; and the In-
formation Technology (IT)
Act, 2000, wherein publi-
cation of obscene/porno-
graphic content is a pun-
ishable offence,” the
advisory reads.



Screening content

The 1&B Ministry’s latest advisory has
issued the following directives to OTT
platforms on ‘obscene’ content

m Ensure age-based classification

m Enforce age-gating for mature content

m Avoid prohibited content (obscene, Legal framework for OTT regulation
vulgar, pornographic)

m Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act

m Follow IT Rules, 2021 for content

moderation m IT Act - prohibiting obscene digital content

m Comply with laws such as POCSO Act, m IT Rules for streaming platforms

IT Act, Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita m Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita expands content regulation




. @overnment Advisory & Directives (TIHIT A IR ﬁlﬁ'&l’)

* The Union Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Ministry has warned
OTT platforms against broadcasting prohibited content.

-ﬁm%waﬁtmm(l&%ﬁaﬂﬁamﬁ
FI ANy AN JORT A W a6l o

e OTT services must enforce age-based classification under IT Rules,
2021.

o AT WA T IEN AIA, 2021 F dgd -3
Feifeor ST9] FTAT g 7



* Key directives for OTT platforms:
* Enforce age-based classification 57
 Avoid obscene, pornographic, vulgar content X
* Follow 2021 IT Rules for content moderation
 Comply with POCSO Act, IT Act, Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita



. ﬂssues Highlighted by the Ministry (?Fi'alﬁl'il' GART 3oV 9T ﬂﬂ?’)
* Concerns raised by MPs, statutory bodies, and the public.

* Recent trends flagged in December 2024:
* Content glamorizing drug use, narcotics, and alcohol.

. Aafier gerat 3N R Fr ARAART FIF arell FTHAM|

* Portrayal of substance abuse by main protagonists.

» AEY Al @RI ALArelt qam3it & daer Fr =T




* 3 legal Framework (a?l?l‘\?ﬁ E.!'i?IT)

* Regulations governing OTT content:
* Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986
* IT Act, 2000 — Prohibiting obscene digital content
* IT Rules, 2021 - Guidelines for streaming platforms
 Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 — Expands content regulation

* Additional laws for stricter regulations on obscenity:
* Protection of Children from Sexual Offenses (POCSO) Act
* IT Act criminalizes obscene/pornographic content



* (@ Supreme Court’s Stance ('\fID'EfITI' e @ gfafsarn)

e Justice Surya Kant asked the government to take stricter action against
obscene content on social media.

- TAIAd G I o WHER F @erd AT 9T 3reche weEf &
fRAATE ®3 FEH 36T ) Fgll

e Case related to FIRs against Ranveer Allahbadia (YouTuber from India’s
Got Talent controversy).

« TMAR edTgaNedr & @A gof THATSHR F Fafd ATHT



. @npact & Industry Implications (YHTd 3T I-Eﬁm T HEY)
* A. Industry Regulations (3?\:41?T EEd ﬁ'ii'al'UT)

* New guidelines require grievance redressal system for platforms like
Netflix & Amazon Prime.

- A MSSATRH AcTFared i IATA S CITHAT & foT
mmaﬁawmmﬁaﬁmq?

e Users must first approach the platform, then a self-regulatory body,
and then an inter-departmental committee.

feameir wfafa & du& 1 ¥&a B



» B. Content Moderation (ATH3fT 9T f@g=or)

* Shows and films containing substance abuse must be rated for older
audiences.

- sTefiell gamsit 3R R & wafda ar v oAt &1 3Ta Aoft &
e Rar s anfgwl

» C. Social Concerns (UTHTTSI fRIATT)

* Impact on young viewers and cultural sensitivities.

+ JaT gl AR ARHfas Hdeaefiadr W yoa|
 Call for self-regulation among streaming services.

« TR AT FH ATcH-TAgHT Y AT



-------------------------------------------

India receives
~ globalaward
for road safety

Marrakech: Indian govt on
Thursday received the Prince
Michael Decade of Action
Road Safety Award, the highest
award in this field, for achieve-
ments in “improving vehicle
safety” in the past decade, in-
cluding the roll-out of new car
safety assessment regime, and
mandatory ABS (anti-lock
braking system) features in all
new two-wheelers.

The Kingdom of Morocco
also received the award. The
awards were conferred at the
4th Ministerial Conference on
Road Safety at Marrakech
where leaders from dozens of
countries had gathered to pre-
pare the roadmap to reduce fa-
talities by 50% by 2030. Tnn



Dinesh Khara
Committee




* The Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(IRDAI) has formed a high-powered
committee, led by former SBI
chairman Dinesh Khara, to review
key provisions of the Insurance Act,
1938.

e -



e Why Established?

* Review and update the Insurance Act, 1938 to align with modern needs.
* Assess the feasibility of 100% FDI in the insurance sector.

 Facilitate the introduction of composite insurance companies (offering life, non-
life, and health insurance under one entity).

* Strengthen policyholder protections and ensure revenue retention within India.

* Propose amendments to be forwarded to the Union Finance Ministry for
legislative action.



About Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority
of India (IRDAI):

Established:

e Formed in 1999 under an Act
of Parliament.

e Became fully operational in
2000 when India opened its
insurance market to private
players



e 10-member body comprising:
e 1 Chairman
e 5 Full-time Members
e 4 Part-time Members

Ministry: Ministry of Finance

Headquarters: Hyderabad, Telangana




Microsoft

Majorana 1




* Microsoft has unveiled Majorana 1, its first guantum computing chip,

designed to make quantum computing more stable, faster, and
practical.

 What is Majorana 1?

* A guantum computing chip developed by Microsoft to enhance the stability
and reliability of quantum processors.

* Uses Majorana particles, a type of exotic quantum state, to minimize
computational errors.



* Developed By:
* Microsoft, with validation from DARPA (U.S. Defense Advanced Research Projects
Agency).
* A finalistin DARPA’s US2QC program, which aims to build the first large-scale
guantum computer.




India and Argentina

Strengthen Cooperation in O
Lithium Exploration




India and Argentina discussed expanding mining cooperation, focusing on lithium
exploration.

About

Argentina’s Lithium Reserves: Argentina, part of the ‘Lithium Triangle,” is key for India’s
access to minerals needed for EV batteries and renewable energy storage.

Ongoing Efforts: Discussions included lithium exploration by Khanij Bidesh India Ltd.
(KABIL) & Greenko and increasing Indian company participation in Argentina’s mining
projects.



* About Lithium
— Lithium is a silvery-white metal and is highly reactive.

— Applications: Lithium has various industrial applications, most

notably in rechargeable lithium-ion batteries.
1. These batteries are widely used in electronic devices such as

smartphones, laptops, and electric vehicles.



® Global Production:

like Australia, Chile, and Argentina.

1. These countries have significant lithium reserves and are major players in the
global lithium market.

The majority of the world’s lithium production comes from countries



Lithium Triangle

The “Lithium Triangle” refers to a region in South America that contains
some of the world’s largest lithium reserves.

This triangular-shaped region encompasses parts of Argentina, Bolivia,
and Chile; they possess 58% of the world’s known lithium reserves.




Lithium mining
I Selected salt flats, 2017




Word of the day

Assiduous:

marked by care and persistent effort

Synonyms: sedulous

Usa g€ Her assiduous attempts to learn
French paid off

Pronunciation: newsth.live/assiduouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /a'sidju:as/, [a's1d3zu:as/




Red Bull Was Invented in






10 MCQ



* Which judicial body raised concerns about the Lokpal's authority over
judges, citing threats to judicial independence?

- FE F¥F AFT T FARYfaSr f Taaddr F T @a

g{;ﬁg@ﬂﬂﬁ?ﬁwm%maﬁ@wﬁﬁm

* A. Supreme Court of India / AR I Jaied A=
B. Delhi High Court / f&edll 3TT I
C. Lok Sabha Ethics Committee / T*I’IWSJT’ Afasar gAfa
D. Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) / F&IT HcehdT 3TN (CVC)



e Who was the first female Chief Minister of India?
+ IR #T ggell AfgeT AETHAA Bl odi?

* A. Sucheta Kripalani /aﬁ?n EFCIFI'IFﬁ
B. Sheila Dikshit / ofter zﬁf%?r
C. Mamata Banerjee / HHAT CEE
D. Rekha Gupta / {@&T rcdT

S



* Rekha Gupta recently took oath as the Chief Minister of which Indian
state/UT?

- X@T [T A g1 8 A fFH qRAT Tsa/Fe MAT 9&T F
mmﬁﬂ:rcrﬁarcrersh?

« A. Uttar Pradesh / 36X 9cer
B. Delhi / feeel
C. Madhya Pradesh / At Ye2r

D. Jharkhand / STRES



* Which global tech company has introduced a new quantum computing
chip named ‘Majorana 1’?

- P dRTF THRAAT FUAT F "ASAREAT 1' ATHS AT FdICH
Fegfear R dea fmar 82

 A.IBM
B. Google
C. Microsoft
D. Intel



 What is the primary objective of Microsoft’s ‘Majorana 1’ quantum
computing chip?

+ ATSHEFE & ‘ASRET 1 FaeH Fogfedr AT 1 q&T 35287
FIT 87

* A. Enhancing gaming performance/ﬂﬁﬁ g &I TSIl
B. Improving Al-powered image processing / TIHTE-3TTRAT i
JUEHIOT H YU ‘
C. Minimizing computational errors in quantum computing / FdICH

FYIET A AVEATCHS (ST A FH FIA
D. Speeding up blockchain transactions / €clTehdel olelcel I ol
C X



* Which high-powered committee has been formed by IRDAI to review
key provisions of the Insurance Act, 1938?

- AT FATA, 1938 & YHAE YITHTAT HT AT & faT IRDAI
mﬁamﬁmﬂwﬁﬁmﬁ%?

* A. Dinesh Khara Committee / feater @rT gfAfa

B. Raghuram Rajan Committee / TERTH relel AfATY
C. Shaktikanta Das Committee / NEGEAG! o gfafa

D. Ajay Bhushan Pandey Committee / 3191 HYOT g3 gfAafa



* India is strengthening its cooperation with Argentina in which crucial
resource exploration?
- R P Ageaqul @aUa Y @S # ST & AT GgINeT
AT FT T@T 87
* A. Crude Oil / FTaT aa
B. Uranium / RAIA
CIBp L)

C. Lithium /

D. Natural Gas / ‘JIFchﬁT AT



 Which Indian government ministry recently warned OTT platforms
regarding prohibited content?

- P ARAT GIFRY AFATAT 3 gl gl & A CchIAT i

ey el & dFT Aaradr 2
* A. Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) /Eﬁ?@\fﬁw 3R 31'@
HATAT (Meity)

B. Ministry of Information & Broadcasting (I1&B Ministry) / HdedT AR
YIROT AATAT (I&B Ministry)

C. Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) / 9§ HATAT (MHA)

D. Ministry of Law and Justice / hlolel 3ﬁT g HATAT



 What is the primary concern of the Indian government regarding OTT
content?

- AN A F AR HRAT TFR AT A&T RAar #7341 872

 A. High subscription costs / 3T HGEIdl Ach
B. Lack of regional content / &1 HTHTN #r FH
C. Obscene and substance abuse-related content / 3r2eflerdT 3R
sTefiell gam3tt & daer @ HaEfSd |HA
D. Excessive advertisements / 3¥cIT&& QAT



* Argentina is part of which major lithium-rich region?
- e Fw wow fAfasr-weigy & #1 fRwwr 872

* A. Ring of Fire / ReT 3T B
B. Lithium Triangle / fafaa# ﬁ'aﬁ[ y
C. Silicon Valley of Minerals / it 1 RAfasiT de
D. Andean Metallic Belt / Tf2dsT Afas dec
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