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 What is the primary objective of the SVAMITVA scheme?
- TAIfACT ATl FT IIAF 35T FT 872

* A. To provide urban housing to the poor / & Al QIEdl 3T
Halel T
B. To map and record property rights in rural areas using drone
technology / 31T dehsileh T ITANT Hch ATHIOT 835 A A9
FAFRY &1 AARET iR RFE FHEr .
C. To promote foreign investment in real estate / Raar v &
faeelt Ader ¢ FeEr

D. To provide government subsidies for housing construction / ATdTH

fa#or & foT e afeust e ST



* How many property cards were distributed under the SVAMITVA
scheme by PM Modi?

» FUTAHAT Al GaRT FAMACT AT & dgd fohdsl FUTT 1S
frafta f&w aTw?

* A. 50 lakh
B. 55 lakh
C. 60 lakh
D. 65 lakh



 What major benefit does the SVAMITVA scheme provide to rural
property owners?

ﬁﬁgmmmmaﬂaﬁammmaw

m ?

* A. Ability to use property as collateral for loans / T Al FHOT &
AT IR & T & 3YANT FIA T &THT

B. Free housing grants / fo: R[esh ATA HeaTeT
C. Automatic land ownershlp without verification / [T g9 &

Fad: qfHA FEIACa
D. Permanent exemption from property tax/mﬁ FT @ TUARA oc



* Which country became a full BRICS member from January 1, 2024?

- 157eal 2024 & i AT &2A BRICS FT YOI HGET &l ITAT?

* A. Egypt / TR

B. Indonesia / S?ﬂﬁ'ﬁ'iﬂ
C. Bangladesh / STl ar

D. Turkey / T:I’ﬁ



 What is the role of Indian pharmaceutical companies in obesity drug
development?

-a%m?ﬁzrmﬁwﬁﬁa?rmm-mﬂmﬂ;ﬁwﬁwa@m

?

* A. Developing affordable generic versions of Wegovy and Ozempic /
amd! 3 nefEae Y FFead FaRe gwaor [feAaT s
B. Creating new vaccines for weight loss / @<TeT "elel & T aT &%
CEIG]]

C. Exporting US-made obesity drugs to India / 3ARFT ATAT Aerr-
el Ear3T FT HRT A AT

D. Reducing diabetes-related medicines / Iﬁ]ﬁ?’ AT a3 &l
SH HIAT



* What is the "Planet Parade"” phenomenon?
. "Toldle 93" HEAT F4T 87

* A. The simultaneous visibility of multiple planets in the night sky / T
AT HS AGH Y Td & THIT H TIAT

B. A solar eclipse visible from different continents / CIE GGl Hﬁ?ﬁ’l‘cﬂ
¥ faars & arem ¥F wgor

C. A meteor shower occurrlng twice a year / av & al 9 ?Iﬁ' aTell
3ol quT

D. Alignment of the planets with the Milky Way / 3]?[ FT e T &
AT JIGOT



 Which Indian state celebrates Kokborok Day on January 19?

« BT T ARAT TST 19 FAG F FhdRS Gaq AATAT 82

 A. Assam / 3TdHA
B. Tripura / TAORT
C. Manipur / T
D. Meghalaya / #€TaT



 What is Zombie Deer Disease (CWD)?

. SHe fBUY fesfier (cwb) +am 82

* A. A viral disease affecting deer and elk / fevor I Ted A yIfAA
H grell Tk IR dtAN]

B. A brain-wasting disease caused by prions / 9Tl QART 3cYeel
C. A rare genetic disorder in wildlife / I=gsiial H TH E:ei'ai'
He[a e faFR

D. A bacterial infection found in cold regions / 33 Al # U1§ A=
arell UF dFARTT AFHAT



e What is the theme of the UN's 2025 "International Year of Glaciers’
Preservation"?

g'qa-?rwﬂ:zozs "HRTSOT BHAG AIETOT qu" Y offer &
?
* A. "Protecting the Planet's Water Towers" / "qdg & ST Sl Y
HTHI”"
B. "Glacier Preservation for Future Generations" / "sTfasg Y tﬂﬁ'ﬂ’f
ﬂ: fav R#Hse Iaor
C. "g%:/e the Glaciers, Save the World" / "1%11?13 T3, gﬁl‘iﬂ
aAT3A™
D. "Water Conservation and Ice Protection" / "STel TIETOT 3R 9%
$r &



 Which mountain range is called the "Water Tower of Asia"?
+ FIT AT qad HWeT "TRAAT &1 STl TAN" FgT AT 87

 A. Karakoram Range / Wm It
B. Hindu Kush Himalayas / HRA GIGE ]

C. Pamir Mountains / 9THIY

D. Altai Mountains / 3TedTs 9dd
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R.G. Kar case convict to be imprisoned for life

Court s

s it will be ‘inay

iate to accede to

cution’s

est for death’ as case can't be dassified as ‘rarest of rare

% victim's parents refuse compensation ordered by

the court, say they want justice: judge criticises role of hospital authorities, saying efforts were made to show the death as a suicide: convict says he is being falsely implicated

Shiv Sahav Singh

Doyuris Som
Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

sesslons cowrt in

exports partially, alowing
industries to export one milicn
tonnes in the 2024-25 season

gt Sabemb Unkon
Food ¢ Praihad Joshi

=2t the move would ersure

price stability. » PAGE 4

-

China-funded
Pakistan airport
starts operation

QuETTA
Pakiztan's largest Sirport,
funded and built in the
country’s restive southwest by
Begng. has become
gperstional, officlsts said on
dar alrport is in
s province of Balochistan,
which has for decades been
the scene of an Insurgency by
separatsts. » PAGE 14

the Anthropclogical
Survey of Incka (AnSt) aed
Trival Research Institutes (TRIs)

179 groups in Schaduted
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and
Other Backward Ciasses

(Central} lists of 26 States and
Urior ories. » PAGE &

Roy, the convict in the rape
and murder of a doctor at
R.G. Kar Medical College
and Hospital, to lifelong

appropriate sentence™ that
e

balanced the gr: of th.
crime with the “principles
rehabilitation

that the court m resist
the cemptation to bow to
public p emo-

Flonal appeals. Counsel of
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation

The Additional District

dah, . said it
was evident that this case
the stringent

criterta for being classified
as “rarest of the rare™ and
i would be “inapprop:
to accede to the prosecu-

“carefully considered and

prayed for capital punish-
ment for Roy. a former civ-
ic police volunteer.
court had on januzrv 15

under Sec
Tomns 64 (l‘ape), 66 (cansing
injury resulting in death of

rape Victim) and  103(D
(murder) of the Bharatlya

Nyaya Sanl
Tou will be in prison tll
the last day of your life-
the judge told Roy while
reading the order.

Sudgment day: People walt in front of the Sealdah court for the

The order noted that
Roy will undergo
imprisonment for life and

m or five more
months. He was handed ri-

sentence to be announced on Monday. DERASISH SHADURI

gorous imprisonment for

llre and a ne of £50.000

ction 395 of BNSS) for

oﬂ'enoe under Section 103
Ea

Section 66 of BNS.

The court noted that all
the sentences will run con-
currently. The court also
held that the convict has

that
Svall Tegal sid for Aing
the said

The court said the vic-

comy
for the death of the victim.
and 7 lakh for rape as per

the court that they did not
want any compensation.
TWe onlly wack Jaaice for
our daughter. Nothing
else” the victim's father
said in the court.

The courr also criticised
the role of the hospital
authorities, and said that
there were no doubss that

right w0
of

ot done anything. 1
being falsely impiicated.

the convict said. In the or-

es but he failed to offer any
alternative explanation de-
nying his presence at the
scene of crime.

Roy was arrested by the
Kolkata police a day after

Kashmir comes closer

Linmking valley: An 18-coach train successfully completed the frst trist run on the new raitaay line between Budgam and Katra on Sunday.

The 272-km Udhampus-Srinagar-Baramuiia line will connect the Kashmir v

oy with the resz of india. MeAN ressAR

Kerala woman
sentenced

to death in
murder case

UVANANTHAPURAM

A local court in Kerala on
Monday sentenced a 2d-

S
302 (murder) two days ago.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE &

Trump, 47th President of the U.S,, says changes will come fast

mains including immigra-
tion, . an, y.

WASHINGTON N o e
The new U.S. President
Donald ). Trump on Mon.  Hsted a series of actions
day took oath for a second would roll out immediately
term as the United States  including declaring a na.
a tonal at
raft of executive decisions,  U.S.-Mexico re-

saying cthat the -golden
age” of America had just

as the Gulf of America, and
said that the U.S.
take back the Panama Ca-
nal.

Er iy egal enu)s' will tmmme-
diately alted. and we

The Republican leader

vowed to put America
_frst- and that the country
X, h and be

pected- under his leader-

to aggressively reset U.S.
policies in a range of do-
cae

=

tage of any longer.”

Trump said.
> ]

Mr.

ing like never before, he
said. “After years and years
of illegal and unconstitu-
tional restriction of expres-
sion, 1 will also sign an ex-

ower: Donald Trump delivers his indugurat address as hi
predecessor Joe Biden looks on in the Capitol on Monday. REUTERS

ecutive order to stop all
and bring back
ch to America,”
he said. Mr. 1’rump also is-

will also end the govern-
ment policy of trylng to so.
cially nd

Exxernal Affairs Minister
& Julshaniar stiendsd the

pncler I Gvery Bapect Of
public and private life,” Mr.
Trump said In his inaugu-
ration speech, calling the

w moves a “revolution
of common sense.”

At the Capitol, Vice Pre-
sident

Prime Minister Narendra

e
Glorgia Melon: sent ~best
wishes™ to Mr. Trump for
fha sart AL B nese
man

A cadiarof bll]ionalres

sued a series of
orders targeting diversity
es and nder

cial policy of the United
States that
there are only two gen-
ders, male and female™ “1

arks fi inside the Ca-
pitol Rotunda due to the
bitter cold ¥

elected offictals and pro-

Trump VIPs.
|

At Vi mcommg
team he!ore

the ceremony began.

present Elon

(With inpurs from AFP and
AP
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Stalin urges CMs
to oppose draft
UGC regulations

We believe that

@

rious ch

the N
w0 \\llhdr.l\\ the draft and
review the concerns

AL
Toimuil Nactus Chics Mimistes

many
the draft regulations ma

provisions in

CHENNAI

Strongly reiterating the Ta-
Nadu _gow

UGC regulations and said:
“1 strongly believe that it is
essential for all States to
take a stmilar stand. 1 re-
que: r pass-
ing a resolution in your au-
0 the same

lines as ours.”
The Chief Minister said
these guidelines were a
clear of the

rights State govern-
ments and would have far-
for

withdraw the draft Bills un-
der discussion and review

these concerns to better

align with the needs of the

education

landscape in India” he
id his

rred to the resclusion
adopted in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly against the draft

the autonomy of our un-
iversities. “1t is crucial that
we stand united against
these atempts to central-

ise power undermine
the federal structure of our
country”

regulations —
“Conduct of I:nlran(e E.\b
.lmlnanons l‘or G
Admissions,

(MEME) System™
pressed his reservations.

In the draft UGC regula-
dons, 2025, Mr. Stalin ob-
Je«czed to_provisions, in-
cluding those over the
appoltiment of “Non-Aca-
demicians as Vice-Chancel-
lors, Exclusion of State Go-
vernmen: the

\')ce(:hanoeunr ™ Search
Committee. and Cross-Dis-
ciplinary Teachers™.

CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES
»PAGES




Trump, 47th President of the U.S., says changes will come fast

Press Trust of India
WASHINGTON

Donald J. Trump on Mon-
day took oath for a second
term as the United States
President, announcing a
raft of executive decisions,
saying that the “golden
age” of America had just
begun.

In a fiery inaugural ad-
dress, the 47th U.S. Presi-
dent described January 20
as the “liberation day” and
declared that “America’s
decline is over” as changes
will come “very quickly”.

“America will reclaim its
rightful place as the great-
est, most powerful, most
respected nation on earth,
inspiring the awe and ad-
miration from the entire
world,” he said.

Mr. Trump stormed
back to the White House
for the second term with a
strongman persona and a
vision of an all-powerful
presidency with a promise
to aggressively reset U.S.
policies in a range of do-

mains including immigra-
tion, tariffs, and energy.

The new U.S. President
listed a series of actions he
would roll out immediately
including declaring a na-
tional emergency at the
U.S.-Mexico border, re-
naming the Gulf of Mexico
as the Gulf of America, and
said that the U.S. would
take back the Panama Ca-
nal.

Against immigration
“All illegal entry will imme-
diately be halted, and we
will begin the process of re-
turning millions and mil-
lions of criminal aliens
back to the places from
which they came. I will
send troops to the south-
ern border,” he said.

“From this day forward,
our country will flourish
and be respected again all
over the world. We will be
the envy of every nation,
and we will not allow our-
selves to be taken advan-
tage of any longer,” Mr.
Trump said.

Taking over: Donald Trump delivers his inaugural address as his
predecessor Joe Biden looks on in the Capitol on Monday. REUTERS

The Republican leader
vowed to put America
“first” and that the country
would “flourish and be res-
pected” under his leader-
ship as a “peacemaker and
a unifier”.

The American dream
will soon be back and thriv-
ing like never before, he
said. “After years and years
of illegal and unconstitu-
tional restriction of expres-
sion, I will also sign an ex-

ecutive order to stop all
censorship and bring back
free speech to America,”
he said. Mr. Trump also is-
sued a series of executive
orders targeting diversity
programmes and gender
identity  policies.  Mr.
Trump said “as of today, it
will henceforth be the offi-
cial policy of the United
States government that
there are only two gen-
ders, male and female.” “I

will also end the govern-
ment policy of trying to so-
cially engineer race and
gender into every aspect of
public and private life,” Mr.
Trump said in his inaugu-
ration speech, calling the
new moves a “revolution
of common sense.”

At the Capitol, Vice Pre-
sident J.D. Vance was
sworn in first, taking the
oath read by Supreme
Court Justice Brett Kava-
naugh on a Bible given to
him by his great-grand-
mother. Mr. Trump fol-
lowed moments after
noon, using both a family
Bible and the one used by
President Abraham Lin-
coln at his 1861 inaugura-
tion as Chief Justice John
Roberts administered his
oath.

Breaking tradition, the
President delivered his re-
marks from inside the Ca-
pitol Rotunda due to the
bitter cold outside. He
spoke to several hundred
elected officials and pro-
Trump VIPs.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar attended the
inauguration ceremony as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s special envoy. He
was carrying a letter from
Mr. Modi for Mr. Trump,
sources said on Monday.

Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni sent “best
wishes” to Mr. Trump for
the start of his new
mandate.

A cadre of billionaires
and tech titans — including
Mark Zuckerberg, Jeff Be-
zos, Tim Cook, and Sundar
Pichai — were given promi-
nent positions in the Capi-
tol Rotunda, mingling with
Mr. Trump’s incoming ad-
ministrative team before
the ceremony began. Also
present was Elon Musk,
the world’s richest man,
who is expected to lead an
effort to slash spending
and federal employees.
(With inputs from AFP and
AP)

MORE REPORTS ON PAGES
»14 & 15



Trump’s Second Term Begins / €0 &I R FTIHTT AR

Donald J. Trump took the oath as the 47th U.S. President on January 20, marking the start of his
second term.

BdTes of. €9 o 20 FAGN P HARFT & 479 Tseufd & 7 & AUy o, A 3T
GO FIEHT AT 3T
Declared January 20 as "Liberation Day," claiming America’s "golden age" had begun.

éoamﬁ"ﬁﬁm'WMﬁw%mm"mw'aamg’riﬁr
|

Promised rapid changes in policies regarding immigration, economy, and national security.

%m,aﬂwmaﬁthm#ma;ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ#mﬁmmm
|



* Policy Changes Announced / ¥ sifaera sgaa

* Trump emphasized a strong and aggressive approach to U.S. policies
at home and abroad.

- 29 A M AR el 3AREr Aifaat & afa #ega ik
ITHHE TIRCHIVT YA 9T AR T

* Declared plans to rename the Gulf of Mexico as the "Gulf of
America" and take back the Panama Canal.

. ATFTHr T WET HT AH Feddt "ARST i @E" W@ R
UATAT T &1 ar9d el & QST dhr 'iyorr $i|



Immigration Reforms / 3iTdsiel FUR

Trump vowed to immediately halt all illegal immigration and deport millions of undocumented
immigrants.

€T o AT AT P R Ve AR @l IvaErat B AT F@ w1 FFeT o

Promised to send troops to the U.S.-Mexico border to prevent illegal crossings.

I gals e & faw spRFr-AfFas dar w s daa & F71 awer




Social Policies / TTHATIOIS sfifaam
Signed an executive order to end all government censorship and restore "free speech."

AFd AR FT" 8T FIA IR TR AT @cH T4 & T FRISR
aﬁ@rwmmﬁ»—tr

Announced an end to diversity programs and gender identity policies.

Rfear sRiwAT 3 T ggaer Afaar F1 gATCT Fa H g A

Declared that "there are only two genders, male and female," making it an official
government policy.

"Had & AT §, Y 3R Afen,” @ wfERE awEr Aifa afve B




* Inauguration Ceremony and Global Reactions / M9 IgOT FFFIWE'
IR ARTF yRfFaT

* Vice President J.D. Vance was sworn in first, followed by Trump.

-%mﬁaﬁrh#mamaﬁr,ﬁwgq#emam
|

* Breaking tradition, Trump delivered his inaugural speech inside the
Capitol Rotunda due to extreme cold.

- QUQ dISd U, €9 o IHcAM®F 33 F FROT FAea AT &
3ieY IgHTe HTvor |



* External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar attended as India’s special
envoy and delivered Modi’s congratulatory message.

+ AR & fAAY qd & T A fager &= vw. SRy o
foam 3 A &1 qurd T R

* Leaders like Italian PM Giorgia Meloni, Elon Musk, Mark Zuckerberg,
Jeff Bezos, and Sundar Pichai were present.

e AR FaX A= A} woqw Aar Aeg



Economic and Geopolitical Impact/3-l1'ﬁh'7 IR %ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁ? JHATd

Trump’s economic agenda focuses on reducing government spending and boosting American
manufacturing.

wwmﬁﬂzmwmwﬁmaﬁtmﬁﬁﬂhﬁmﬁ
W |

His foreign policy is expected to be aggressive, especially regarding China and trade tariffs.

-gm?rﬁﬁarsﬁﬁrﬁewmﬁiﬂaaﬁtwaﬁﬂ:mﬁmmﬁaﬁﬁm
|

* Potential impact on U.S.-India relations as Trump prioritizes America-first policies.

-gﬁﬁw-qmmﬁﬁﬁmaﬁmaﬁtwm-mqumqgm
|



Future Outlook and Recommendations / #fasT &1 Tee IR gd

Trump’s leadership will likely focus on domestic nationalism, economic protectionism, and
immigration control.

€T & Aded BXe] ASedlG, IMMTAF WI&TorErE 3R Hraere fag=or W g @

India should navigate relations carefully to maintain strong trade and diplomatic ties with the
U.S.

R I ARSI F Y FASqd AR IR Feelfad TaU 0 W F AT adqh
BT ATy

Global markets may face uncertainty as Trump’s policies could disrupt existing international
agreements.

- ARgF TR M FARTTAT FT WA FIGT I3 GFHaT § FIe T 1 Afaar Alsgar
FAWSAT gHsital ® TG & gFdr S



Stalin urges CMs
to oppose draft
UGC regulations

@

review the concerns
M.K. STALIN
‘Tamil Nadu Chief Minister

We believe that many provisions in
the draft regulations may
pose serious challenges to the
academic integrity, autonomy,
and inclusive development of
State universities. We request
the Ministry of Education

to withdraw the draft and

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Strongly reiterating the Ta-
mil Nadu government’s
stand, Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin on Monday wrote to
Union Minister of Educa-
tion Dharmendra Pradhan,
urging him to withdraw
the draft UGC regulations,
2024 and 2025.

Mr. Stalin also wrote to
the Chief Ministers of Del-
hi, Himachal Pradesh, Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Jhark-
hand, Karnataka, Kerala,
Punjab, Telangana, and
West Bengal, all ruled by
parties other than the BJP,
calling upon them to adopt
a resolution in their res-
pective legislatures — as Ta-
mil Nadu had done -
against the draft UGC
regulations.

“We believe that many
such provisions in the draft
regulations may pose se-
rious challenges to the aca-
demic integrity, autonomy,
and inclusive development
of State universities. We,
therefore, request that the
Ministry of Education may
withdraw the draft Bills un-
der discussion and review
these concerns to better
align with the needs of the
diverse higher education
landscape in India,” he
said in his letter to Mr.
Pradhan.

In his letter to the Chief
Ministers, Mr. Stalin re-
ferred to the resolution
adopted in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly against the draft

UGC regulations and said:
“I strongly believe that it is
essential for all States to
take a similar stand. I re-
quest you to consider pass-
ing a resolution in your au-
gust Assembly on the same
lines as ours.”

The Chief Minister said
these guidelines were a
clear infringement of the
rights of State govern-
ments and would have far-
reaching consequences for
the autonomy of our un-
iversities. “It is crucial that
we stand united against
these attempts to central-
ise power and undermine
the federal structure of our
country.”

In his letter to Mr. Prad-
han, Mr. Stalin listed out
certain provisions in the
2024 regulations — the
“Conduct of Entrance Ex-
aminations for UG & PG
Admissions, Eligibility for
M.Tech./M.E.  Programs
with a 4-Year (Arts/
Science) Degree, Multiple
Entry and Multiple Exit
(MEME) System” — and ex-
pressed his reservations.

In the draft UGC regula-
tions, 2025, Mr. Stalin ob-
jected to provisions, in-
cluding those over the
appointment of “Non-Aca-
demicians as Vice-Chancel-
lors, Exclusion of State Go-
vernment  from  the
Vice-Chancellor ~ Search
Committee, and Cross-Dis-
ciplinary Teachers”.

CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES
» PAGE 8

AINX



* Opposition to UGC Draft Regulations / q@?ﬁ Aater RfAFAT &1 &

 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has written to Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, urging the withdrawal of the UGC's draft regulations for
2024 and 2025.

- dffaers & AETHA tA.F. Teifad & Sl e w=f eedig gurer @)
W%W%ZOM&ZOZS#WWﬁW@#W
TIAE |

* He argues that the new guidelines challenge academic integrity, autonomy, and
state universities' inclusive development.

+ 3ol a% I o sv Renfader dafrs sr@sar, warar ik =T
Rrafigaea & gaded Rem F gald & &



* Appeal to Non-BJP State Governments / IR-HATIT ToT THRT T e

 Stalin also wrote to Chief Ministers of non-BJP-ruled states—Delhi, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Punjab, Telangana, and West
Bengal—urging them to pass resolutions opposing the UGC draft regulations.

. Tl o feodll, fRATaT Yeer, FFA-FHR, SIRES, Fadlch, A, God
amnmaﬁtqﬁawm$mﬂﬁ'q’raﬁaﬁqaﬁm mmm
RfATAT § Fare grard TR F& FT 3T Ham

 Tamil Nadu has already passed a resolution in its Legislative Assembly rejecting the
regulations.

- dAfAATE A gg § AGeA fauTeTr FIT A g RATAT B IFAFR FA F
y¥de TIRa wT & &



* Concerns Over University Autonomy / ﬁaaﬁm TARIAT &l A

* The CM believes the UGC regulations infringe on state rights and threaten
university independence.

- HEFHA! FT AT & _fF T Afaas asar & rfasrt &1
Seoad Fld § 3R frafdqgmeat @ Faaar & v g@aw &

* He stated that these regulations undermine the federal structure of India.

- 3ot T T ¥ RATH 9RT 1 THT TEar 1 FAIR T B




» Specific Objections in the Regulations / [@f@aaAT A fAfdse smafar

 Stalin highlighted contentious provisions, including:
* Conduct of entrance exams for UG & PG admissions at the national level
* Eligibility for M.Tech/M.E. programs with a 4-year degree
* Multiple entry and exit system

- TIfoe & Fo RErrdg yEuEr W SR &an, e aifae @

. Waﬁtmmaﬂmqﬁara:ﬁmmﬂwwwqﬁamﬁwm

. m.wm.é.mm$m4aﬁu%maﬁmﬂmm
ag-mraﬁta'g-ﬁmmzh



* Concerns Over Vice-Chancellor Appointments / W’iﬁ C ) ﬁl’{lgﬁ'"clﬁ O
* The draft UGC regulations propose the appointment of "non-academicians" as
vice-chancellors, which Stalin strongly opposed.

- oY Adler fAfAgAr & "ir-derore gfFaal” & Faufa & T A
figaa X #1 yead §, Swe wefes o w31 R R

* Other contentious provisions include removing state government
representation from the Vice-Chancellor Search Committee and introducing
cross-disciplinary teachers.

* Y fAaEEde JauTl # Ued TSR I Fodfd e FATT & ger=r
I rT:RvTs AerHT i aw3ra enfdAe g

e ]



* Political Context / TTSTellfas HEaT

* This move is part of a broader federalism debate, where non-BJP
states resist central interference in education.

ZI?WWWWW%WT% STel I-ATSUT T
fRrem # T FEAAT FT QAT FT @ 2

 States argue that education is a concurrent subject and should not
be centrally controlled.

- T % &d § & e v gwadt Ry § 3k 59 &g w0
O AaRa ag Far s&r 9rfgvl



» Geographical Context / 31N fors A<

 States with strong regional parties, such as Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal, have historically opposed central interference in education.

- dffearg 3R 9w T9re S A & gl e et A
AERF T @ e F Fh grasiy 1 [{Aw R 2



« Economic Context / AT+ et

e State governments fund
universities significantly; central
control may reduce their influence
over budget allocations.

- A5 WFN faeafdeareat i
T3 Yo 9v fae Qivor R §;
AT AT IAF qoIC g
U YHTG H HH FT ThdT ¢
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SC stays criminal defamation
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Court on
dem
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mation proceedings agains
Opposition in the Lok Sabl Rahul Ga
against Union Mnls(er Amit

Shah. A Bench of Justices Vikram Nath and

CRPI

Special
oPemuon Group from Odisha was also Involved.
officer

if there

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
on Monday asked if
there was any res-
triction on the number of
vehicles a person could
own In the same city, and if
there was a law that en-

that ensures comImerc ©
on their premises; Bench proposes orally that public :ulhonﬂf: must buy only electric vehides
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clﬂes‘ an apartment is gi-
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How many vehicles can one
own in the same city, asks SC

Ms. Singh said vehicles
parked on roads were a
common sight in the capi-
The Bench proposed
orally that public authori-
tes must buy only electric
vehicles. “The var

Final electoral rolls
for panchayat polls
in J&K published

NE

DELHI

The final panchayat electo-

soon. The As:
ton was held in the Atnboas

<.~ Justice Oka said.
Additional  Solicitor-
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Commis-
sion for Afr Quality Man-
i

year bus Staiehaod is Vet to
be restored.

The State Election Com-
mission said 70,00,670 pe-
ople were emle o vote in

n her
capacity as the Centre’s
Law odficer that the govern-

‘aggressively’
goxng for electric vehicles,
a balance had to be

sull.

“We want to keep a ba-
lance as electricity s
drawn from coal,” Ms. Bha-

Development
Authority. must address
the court in the

“The total mumber of vo-
ters for the 2018 panchayat
polls was 58.54.208. The
panchayat elections were
held in the erstwhile
it gap of seven
years._
A senior government of-
ficial told The Hindu that

Prime Mirister Narendra Modk
with newdy elected sarpanches.
n 2018, ALE FroTO

june last year, ended on
December 31, and there is
no notification in the pu-
blic domain extending its

Tk ceased to have pan-
3
term of around 30,000 lo-

cal representatives came to
an end.

ammu
Local Bodies Ded-  a the chang-
Icated Backward Classes s made In the reservation
‘was Be in the UT. in the
which is crucial for reserv-  pa: ar.
ing Other Backward Class- “The panchayat elec-
es seats in tons will hap i
The tenure of the Bal:k maybe in the next one
ward Classes Commission,  month,” the second
which was constituted in  vernment source said.

Study categorises 268 tribes, moots inclusion
of 179 communities on SC, ST, and OBC lists

Abhina:
NEW DELHI

1n one of the largest ethno-
graphic studies of its kind,
the Anthropological Sur-
_} vev of India (AnSD and Tri-
bal Research Institutes
CTRIs) across the country
have, for the first time,
comprehensively categor-

People waiting for caste certificates in

lists of 26 States and Union

Territorles. At leas( 85 of

recom-

2 freshadditions
o these lists.

Among the fresh addi

tions, 46 communities
have been recornmended
for OBC status, 29 for SC

Stanse. and 10 for ST stans.

eatest number of

The
fresh additions were re-

for Uttar Pra-
And-

ch:
Fosemacrb s Cman T 2t

T2 Aayog panel. which was

desh (19), the Anst
hra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu. and TRIs" findings. But the

tesh, and Ra- on Ministry of Tribal Af-
jasthan at esght each. Fairs revealed in a Parita.

tegorisation  of nine
communities, and found
that many of the 268 com-
munities al been

but only of some States.

Top officials of the So-
cial Justice Ministry told
The Hindu that the report
was “pe: ‘with the NI-

August 2023.

communities that had like-

Iy assimilated into larger
communities,
their names, or migrated

to other States/Union
Territories.
This reports recom-

mendations to add entries

whi consequently
swell_thelr populations,
o certainty

e over the next Censie
and whether caste will be
enumerated in it, with the

Minkesy waita fox thie S8
d~ report from the
NITI Aayos panel, sources
told The Hindu that voices
have
the Developme:
s Kol fon TG NT.
mmunities
COWBDNC) that are ealling
into question the premise
of classifying DNTs, NTs
and SNTs as SC, ST, and
ohe

Thelr argument is that
being a DNT. NT or SNT,

NEW DELHI

The National Medical Com-
mission (NMC), in its re-
cent draft “Teachers Eligi-
bility Qualifications (TEQ)

i Medical inminsions Res-
ulations™

will have a direct
of healthcare

chryear-nld provision an
Tow!

as elig-
ible for Senior Resident,
and

g 1 grad-

uates with M_Sc. and Ph.D.

degrees to teach medical
bsoch:

r
with latest proportions on-  tion to their lives, because
Iy growing in the abs of which the only fair clas-
ofa count. would be o

Significantly, modalities  create a quota category
for incuston and jon  just for these =

respectively, before the go-
vernment can think of
bringing legislation for it.

While the Social Justice

e
mistry, and physsology
during a transitional pe-

riod.
The draft, released on
I7. notes that the

e,

a Fel 2020, ac- tons
cording to repiles to Right | granted by the NMC recog.
o re- medsc;
quests. college/institute as regular
The study was commis. | in-campus courses in the
sioned by a special panel | subjects conce
constituted by the the NMC in its draft puide-

Sinimers Office b Febro
ary 2019,

The draft has included

higher positions in anato-

move,
gress party on mom:h, also
Bk out ar the Central
governme:

Cangress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Monday, in his
post on X, asid, “First, the
Modi gov cut-
off percanitiles for admis
sion to p med-

Plan to allow non-medical
graduates to teach medical
students draws criticism

ment with great expecta-
tions that quality medical
education would expand.
Some of the moves taken
it, however, are baf-
fling~ The commission,
while maintaining that the
move is aimed ar address.
ing the shortage of facul-

ders for their feedback
within a week.
hys Miasl, prest

Laial
den o( Un Doctors
Frone,” scated that . this
sy The
foundation of medical edu-

cation, which directly im-
pacts the quality of health-
care delive: in  our
country. He sald that the
decision to
medical _practitioners 1o
teach critical pre-clinical

cts such as anatomy,
and  bioche-

ical courses through NEET-
PG. Now it relaxes norms
for recruitment of faculty
by medscal colleges. The
Natsonal Medical Commis-
sion was set up in Sept
2020 by an Act of Parlia-

mistry in medical colleges

was deeply concerning.
The tansidon period

must be defined, ensu

it serves as a stopgap rath-

er than a permanent com-

promise, he said.
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How many vehicles can one
own in the same city, asks SC

It asks if there is a law that ensures commercial, residential complexes had enough parking spots

on their premises; Bench proposes orally that public authorities must buy only electric vehicles

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

on Monday asked if

there was any res-
triction on the number of
vehicles a person could
own in the same city, and if
there was a law that en-
sured commercial and resi-
dential complexes had
enough parking spots on
their premises.

“Is there any embargo
on the number of vehicles
a person can register?
There are people who buy
their second and third veh-
icles in the same city,” Jus-
tice A.S. Oka, who heads a
Bench, asked advocates
appearing for the Centre,
National Capital Region
areas, and local authorities
in the capital city.

The court was consider-
ing a note prepared by the
amicus curiae, senior advo-
cate Aparajita Singh, which
has recommended a ro-
bust and integrated public
transport system for reduc-
ing the number of private
vehicles, a prime cause for
rising toxicity levels in air

Polluted skyline: Fog seen over the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New
Delhi on Sunday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

quality, on the roads of the
national capital.
Justice Oka  asked

whether development reg-
ulations with respect to re-
sidential and commercial
complexes had provisions
which mandate that per-
mission would not be given
unless there was room for
parking.

“Those who can afford
to buy apartments in these
residential  complexes,
they have two or three veh-
icles...,”  Justice  Oka
remarked.

The court said building
regulations must make it
clear how many parking
spots were mandatory in
residential and commer-
cial complexes. “In some
cities, an apartment is gi-
ven two parking spaces, or
at least one per apart-
ment,” Justice Oka said.

Need for parking policy
The court said a substan-
tial parking policy was ne-
cessary considering the
large inflow of vehicles into
the capital city.

Ms. Singh said vehicles
parked on roads were a
common sight in the capi-
tal.

The Bench proposed
orally that public authori-
ties must buy only electric
vehicles. “The various go-
vernments, corporations,
etc.,” Justice Oka said.

Additional  Solicitor-
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Man-
agement, observed in her
capacity as the Centre’s
law officer that the govern-
ment was “aggressively”
going for electric vehicles,
but a balance had to be
maintained still.

“We want to keep a ba-
lance as electricity is
drawn from coal,” Ms. Bha-
ti explained.

The court said it would
hear arguments on these
concerns which trigger
pollution on February 3,
2025. The Bench said auth-
orities, including the Road
and Transport Ministry,
the Urban Affairs Ministry
and Delhi Development
Authority, must address
the court in the case.




* Supreme Court’s Query on Vehicle Ownership / H‘Jﬁ?l' HIC T digel
FAIfAcd I Fare

* The Supreme Court questioned if there is a law restricting the number of
vehicles a person can own in the same city.

- FHA FIE F BT 6 FAT FI$ FelT ¢ S TF & W A qFa &
EaIfAcT e digall Y &A1 & AT Far B

* Justice A.S. Oka raised concerns about people buying multiple vehicles,
causing congestion and pollution.

» FYIAfT T.OH. HF A AN F F§ I8A TleeT & gl aral
aﬂgmaﬁtwaﬁawﬁmam?l



 Parking Issues and Development Regulations/‘ﬂﬁﬁT ALY 3R R

* The court discussed whether commercial and residential complexes must
ensure sufficient parking space before allowing vehicle ownership.

o ETAd o I9T &1 fF Fa1 AEARF 3R ey IRERT FA aEa
AT A AT S ¥ g gATed qifeher vurer glAafReaa wen

1Tl

* Justice Oka pointed out that apartments in some cities come with multiple
parking spots, leading to excessive vehicle ownership.

 FAIAST NFT A Fe1 & F6 AFU_H HUEAT F T F$ Iifdher Fie
R sia &, ﬁwmé’lﬁwﬁwﬁwﬁm%l



* Supreme Court s Oral Proposal on Electric Vehicles / W HIC FT 3@%
agal W Aif@s geaE

* The Bench orally suggested that public authorities should only buy electric
vehicles to combat pollution.

- fie & #if@F w1 F e & aasfas nfason & &g
gﬁ%m@aﬁaﬂ%&rmﬁ:wﬁﬁmmaﬂﬂ

* The court observed that government bodies are aggressively promoting electric
vehicles, but a balance must be maintained as electricity is generated from coal.

- IgTed A q@T fF W@R A& 3w+ ® @ gelfdcsd sl & derar
g W & AfheT Waad S0 T@AT AHARAF @ frorel Figer @
3o gl g1




* Arguments by Legal Representatives / Wfﬁ gfafafear & a&

e Senior advocate Aparajita Singh recommended an improved public
transport system to reduce private vehicle ownership.

- aRE IfOgear 3rqfoar g a @S aEgar & EaifAcg F &/
¥ & foT T dga¥ gaofae IRagd Yomel I fAawiier

* Additional Solicitor-General Aishwarya Bhati stated that the government
is actively encouraging electric vehicle adoption.

- AfaRaa Aifaffet-see Ngat sE o Fgr 5 TWHER afhT &
¥ sAfFeF agal ' YA FY dgET & WY B



* Need for Parking Policy / 9IfsheT alifa &7 ATaeTshdr

* The Supreme Court emphasized that there must be a clear policy on
mandatory parking spaces in urban residential and commercial buildings.

- FHH FIE F IR AT F el sy AR afofSas saar A
Ftfaart qifder TyEY 9T Tase Aifa @ TRl

* Authorities, including the Road and Transport Ministry, Urban Affairs
Ministry, and Delhi Development Authority, must present a solution.

. §5& 3T IRagsT #AFred, A AHGE & JAAeT 3 e Qe
IITAEoT AfRd FOFRAT N AT JFdd FIAT e




» Political Context / TTsTaliTas HeoT

* The Indian government is pushing for electric mobility to reduce dependence on fossil
fuels and combat urban pollution.

+ R HR NaRA $oeT W fAar &7 F 3R gt uquor @ Avest &
ﬁtgﬁﬁ?ﬂ‘mﬁﬁgﬂ;ma@%l

e State governments have varying policies on parking, registration, and taxation of
private vehicles.

-gwwﬁﬁﬁaﬁamﬁaﬁqﬁ,dsﬁwaﬁtmwﬁﬁlﬁrm
|



» Geographical Context / 31N fors A<

* Major cities like Delhi, Mumbai, and Bengaluru are facing extreme
congestion due to high vehicle density.

R, Aa$ 3R A9Te% oI yHq@ A F 3Af0F aRa geled
a:wmﬁtaﬁ's'ms’r@?

* Lack of urban planning has led to haphazard parking and traffic
congestion.

o IEN AT AT FHT F FROT IAIRAT Tifher iR IJrar=a
ST HT FHAEAT 93 WET ¢



» Economic Context / 3T« Heat

* The automobile sector is a major contributor to India's economy, but
excessive car ownership is straining urban infrastructure.

. ATAAEET &F HRT A rdeTaedT # U YT A Hdr ¢,
AfFa Icafted R FEIfAE el §RAE e W gad s @ B

* Electric vehicle adoption is expected to boost green economy initiatives
and reduce oil imports.

- Solfdced TGl A HTAT F g HAITEYT TIgeT I Ferar A
3R a T # FA 3w




» Historical Context / UfagRe dest

e Rapid urbanization over the past decades has resulted in rising vehicle
ownership and inadequate infrastructure to support it.

- oo sl A AT @ AIHI0T & qige Farffica # Jfer
@%ﬁ?@ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁtmaﬁaﬁm%

. Past attempts at congestion pricing and vehicle ownership restrictions in
global cities like Singapore and London have been successful.

- RT3 dgeT o ARgF aet # siiz-ams A FHAa R TwEA
TaIfAcT 9fAeyT 9T % Nod YI9 Fd 1)@ S



Recommendations / fa®TiReY

A well-defined urban parking policy must be implemented to manage vehicle density.

gigel Eelcd 1 YAfOd F & AT v Iedr atg @ IR el wifher Aifa amer
ST Trfgwl

Authorities should promote carpooling and shared mobility solutions.
iR @ sRYfAT AR w= afaediear wamE #@ ggar o Tfgwl

Stronger incentives for electric vehicle adoption, including tax benefits and charging infrastructure.

mmmaﬁ#mmgw,mﬁwmaﬁwmﬁwmm
? |

Regulations should ensure that each new vehicle purchase is backed by proof of parking availability.

mw;ggﬁﬁaamamﬁ;mmmﬁaﬂaﬂ;mqﬁmmmm
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amid growth concerns

the Centre

UGC’s draft regulation has serious constitutional issues

he draft regulation by the University
UGE) on the

chancel es h.
protests by Janata Party-headed
Stare Their main against
is that it of

a
the federal principles enshrined in the
< of India.

ince the COVID19 pandemic,
has been using public capital

a has been that infras-

will
such as cement and steel, generate johs in con-
and together trigger a

. The State governments
its.

to a:nend Regulation 2010
tment o

struction, mukiplier selection. Under the existing regulations, a vice
effect on the economy. eventually creating con- chancellor can be selected from
ducive private to plan o have a
n of 10 as 'essor. Thry this
2024-25, Fimn:e AMinister Nirmala S L i) Pf“:'cc m‘hthﬂ
i the gow wnh 10-plus years of experience in industry.

strong fiscal support for Infrastructure over the blic administration or public policy, shail also
next five years, with
of other nd fiscal She The draft mguunon raises serious
alu)nunl:ed T lakh <rore of capex spends this ues which need 1o be examined

ar, amounting to 3.4% of GDP. That goal is un- 7 separaring the poltienl context of potest and
Hlely to be attaied partly due to spending curbs a passi cal reaction fr UGC or the

In the polt-affected firmt quarter: While tndistry
has urged the Centre to continue the capex pi

in 202526 as well, it has fafled Lo respond tb the

government's constant nudges and

The objective of the UGC Act
<

to ramp up their own operations.
Daza show that two of this years first three
notable de-
c!lnelnpﬂva:e investment plans, particularly by
industry. In Q1. pfl'vate upec plans
dropped to multi-year lows, and though the July-
quarte

r forvess-

ment & Thae uptick has

Projects Today data suggest domestic rvest-
ments” value dropped 1.4% from Q2, while new
projects” value dropped over 22% from a year ago
as per the Centre for Monitoring Indian Econo-

ants
enaceed oy Parliament to make pmvxsmn  tor "lhe

Lmetstnsandﬁ:.rduxpurpum lomabllxhthe

University Grants Cor - The Act,

therefore, mmmeslheuccmxakeallslepsxslx

thinks fit for the o the
of auiversity education, mdfonhe

of

and
For these the
UGE can allocate funds to the universities
for the and
of the
v for the of
rnments

Tensible presstre on factory cApacitics to warrant

For a from this
slowdown, pxtv.ne capital should take the driving
seat because the e limits to enhancing public

capex while maincining fscal rectitsde and Pro-

Section 26 of the UGG et empowers the UGC
tions for implementing the

are insufficient. Not one new rupee will be de-
ployed if a project is unviable and demand flaky.
Policy focus should remain firmly on

E.D.T. Achary

is former Secretany
Gerveral, Lok Sabha

The problem
arises when the
UGC begins to
regulate

degree by a university, and regulating the
d the
of work or facilities in universities.

1t is not the job of the UGC
int that needs to be considered
regulation made by the UGC
jon and

of vice is with
the provisions of the UGC Act. As a matter of fact,
the Act does not contaln aiiy. provisloss o

to the selection appointment of vice

of the Act

is to in

of some vice chancellors in the past. The

Suresh Patilkhede case (supra)
took the view that “Regulation 7.3.0 of UGC
Regulations, 2010 being a subordinate legislation
under an Act of t cannot override
plenary leglslation enacted by the State
L

Cousre of
ndia, in Kalyani mﬂu\nnm vi KV Jeyara) and
ors 2015 SCI575 pa rruled it by

and the

nd the
education. To Lay down the uand-nds of teaching
and
Seaft whose Job nsmg nswmmms.tszhem
function of the UGC — which it does by

the

the
the same can be given effect™ It may be clarified
here that

any rule or
only

regm.uonuam:hemuse.n-an
has

only in consonance with the provisions in
the Act. If the regulation goes outsiie the scope of
the Ac, it will be ultra vires the Act, and hence
invalid.
A close reading of the Act would show that it
ibe the qualifications or
All

States, are establishe a statute
itis the
which
mode of selection, and con: of service of
vice chancellors. It &s not the )obnflhelm“le

and
unnmbecomtdaedmbemmrdse
the

hen this stanutory body begins to regulate an rule, i will. there. ve

area which is not a parg of the parent Act. Rules, W‘llhduerespec( to their

and the Court does not
can be vefloct the

relating to the Laying down of rules and
regulations in the Houses of Parliament.
The the

de a State law

le says that if the law made by the le
of a state o for the consideration
f the President and has his ascent, it
revail in clause the
“law" simply means the Bill d by

and sent to the President. It does not

include the rules and regulations which are

framed only after ascent is received. So, what

overrides a State law is a Bill passed by both

ent and assented to by the
nott

undebectlonxod‘(heucx_m the UGC has no
0 make any in respect of the
Selertion and the appolntment of vice

A key ruling

In iy case, the Court made  shenificant rullng
ont of

Reguhuon 7.3.0 of the UGC rehllng o the

xhaxlv.eguhmm73olusmbeu

10 make regula
mandate of the Act. But it is made clear in this the parent Act
section that these regulations need to be namely the

with the Act and the rules made there i
under. The most important among these e An

relate > arises in the context of the UGC's.
required of a })elson to be appointed to the of a
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UGC's draft regulation has serious constitutional issues

he draft regulation by the University
Grants Commission (UGC) on the
selection and appointment of vice
chancellors of universities has evoked
protests by non-Bharatiya Janata Party-headed
State governments. Their main objection against
this regulation is that it constitutes a violation of
the federal principles enshrined in the
Constitution of India. The State governments
concerned have demanded its withdrawal.

The UGC has sought to amend Regulation 2010
that relates to the selection and appointment of
vice chancellors by widening the area of
selection. Under the existing regulations, a vice
chancellor can be selected only from among
academicians who have a minimum experience
of 10 years as professor. Through this
amendment, the UGC declares that professionals
with 10-plus years of experience in industry,
public administration or public policy, shall also
be considered.

The draft regulation raises serious
constitutional issues which need to be examined
by separating the political context of protest and
a possible political reaction from the UGC or the
party in power.

The objective of the UGC Act
The University Grants Commission Act, 1956 was
enacted by Parliament to make provision for “the
co-ordination and determination of standards in
Universities and for that purpose, to establish the
University Grants Commission”. The Act,
therefore, mandates the UGC to take all steps as it
thinks fit for the promotion and the coordination
of university education, and for the
determination and maintenance of standards of
teaching, examination and research in
universities. For performing these functions the
UGC can allocate funds to the universities
essentially for the maintenance and development
of the universities, recommend measures
necessary for the improvement of university
education, advise the Union or State governments
on the allocation of grants to universities for any
general or specific purpose, collect information
on all matters relating to university education in
India and other countries and make them
available to any university, regulation of fees.....
Section 26 of the UGC Act empowers the UGC
to make regulations for implementing the
mandate of the Act. But it is made clear in this
section that these regulations need to be
consistent with the Act and the rules made there
under. The most important among these
regulations relate to defining the qualifications
required of a person to be appointed to the
teaching staff in a university, the minimum
standards of instructions for the grant of any
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degree by a university, and regulating the
maintenance of standards and the coordination
of work or facilities in universities.

It is not the job of the UGC

The crucial point that needs to be considered
here is whether the regulation made by the UGC
in respect of the selection, qualification and
appointment of vice chancellor is consistent with
the provisions of the UGC Act. As a matter of fact,
the Act does not contain any provisions relating
to the selection and the appointment of vice
chancellors. The fundamental objective of the Act
is to determine standards in universities and the
promotion and the coordination of university
education. To lay down the standards of teaching
and to prescribe the qualifications of teaching
staff whose job is to give instructions, is the main
function of the UGC — which it does by making
periodic regulations. But the problem arises
when this statutory body begins to regulate an
area which is not a part of the parent Act. Rules,
and regulations are technically called subordinate
legislation. The subordinate legislation can be
made only in consonance with the provisions in
the Act. If the regulation goes outside the scope of
the Act, it will be ultra vires the Act, and hence
invalid.

A close reading of the Act would show that it
was not meant to prescribe the qualifications or
mode of selection of vice chancellors. All
universities, whether under the Union or the
States, are established under a statute made by
the respective legislature. Therefore, it is the
legislature which prescribes the qualifications,
mode of selection, and conditions of service of
vice chancellors. It is not the job of the UGC. The
selection and the appointment of vice chancellors
cannot be considered to be an exercise
connected with maintaining the standards of
education or promotion and coordination of
university education. The Bombay High Court in
Suresh Patilkhede vs The Chancellor Universities of
Maharashtra and Others (2011) corroborates this
view in the following words “we are of the view
that qualifications and method of appointment of
Pro-Chancellor and Vice Chancellor of the
University cannot be treated as satisfying the
‘direct impact’ test [on the standards of
education]”. Therefore, it is safe to assume that
under Section 26 of the UGC Act, the UGC has no
mandate to make any regulation in respect of the
selection and the appointment of vice
chancellors.

An interesting constitutional question which
arises in the context of the UGC’s regulations is
whether a regulation can over-ride an Act passed
by a State legislature. This question came up in
the context of the termination of the appointment

of some vice chancellors in the past. The Bombay
High Court in the Suresh Patilkhede case (supra)
took the view that “Regulation 7.3.0 of UGC
Regulations, 2010 being a subordinate legislation
under an Act of Parliament cannot override
plenary legislation enacted by the State
Legislature....” However, the Supreme Court of
India, in Kalyani Mathivanan vs K.V. Jeyaraj and
Ors (AIR 2015 SC1875 para 22) overruled it by
holding “we hold that the U.G.C. Regulations
through a subordinate legislation has binding
effect on the Universities to which it applies....”
The reason given by the Court for reaching this
conclusion is that “it is only when both the
Houses of the Parliament approve the regulation,
the same can be given effect”. It may be clarified
here that Parliament does not formally approve
any rule or regulation laid in the House. It can
only amend a rule which has already come into
effect before it is so laid; if Parliament amends the
rule, it will, thereafter, be effective in the
amended form. With due respect to their
lordships, the observation of the Court does not
correctly reflect the parliamentary procedure
relating to the laying down of rules and
regulations in the Houses of Parliament.

The question whether the UGC regulations
override a State law can be answered only in
terms of Article 254 of the Constitution which
deals with repugnancy. Under this Article, if a
State law is repugnant to the central law, the State
law, to the extent of repugnancy, be void. But is a
regulation made by the UGC, a central law within
the meaning of Article 254? Clause (2) of this
Article says that if the law made by the legislature
of a state has been reserved for the consideration
of the President and has received his ascent, it
shall prevail in the State. In this clause the word
‘law’ simply means the Bill passed by the
legislature and sent to the President. It does not
include the rules and regulations which are
framed only after ascent is received. So, what
overrides a State law is a Bill passed by both
Houses of Parliament and assented to by the
President, and certainly not the subordinate
legislation.

A key ruling

In any case, the Court made a significant ruling
on the question of mandatory application of
Regulation 7.3.0 of the UGC relating to the
selection and appointment of vice chancellors in
the Kalyani Mathivanan case (supra) it says:
“However, the finding of the Bombay High Court
that Regulation 7.3.0 has to be treated as
recommendatory in nature is upheld in so far as
it relates to Universities and Colleges under the
State Legislation.” This ruling may perhaps help
resolve the present controversy.



Issue with UGC’s Draft Regulation / il & #dler Afagssr & wafoa gaean

The UGC's draft regulation on the selection and appointment of vice-chancellors has
sparked protests from non-BJP state governments.

et & Feafadr f g i oue w #Adler Rfagss 3 R-ded
a@ER ¥ Ty 3eues frar B

The primary concern is that it violates the federal structure enshrined in the
Constitution.
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States have demanded its withdrawal.
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 UGC’s Objective and Powers/w I 3@%21' 3 affaar

 UGC was established under the UGC Act, 1956, to coordinate and
determine university education standards.
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* It can allocate grants, formulate policies, and maintain quality but does
not have direct administrative control over state universities.
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Conflict Between UGC and State Authority / JaiH! 3R Ts wftaor & fiwr d@od

The draft regulation seeks to amend the 2010 regulation to allow professionals with 10+ years
of experience in law, public administration, and policy to become vice-chancellors, instead of
only experienced academicians.
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This move has been criticized as an encroachment on state powers.
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Many state universities have their own laws governing vice-chancellor appointments.
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Constitutional Conflict and Legal Precedents /ﬁﬁﬂfﬁ'ﬂ? ¥ay 3R H?I'Flfﬁ fAarer

The draft regulation contradicts judicial precedents stating that state governments have the
authority over state universities.
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The Supreme Court ruled in Kalyani Mathivanan v. KV Jayaraj that UGC regulations apply only when
explicitly mentioned in law.
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The Bombay High Court also stated in Suresh Palshikar v. The Chancellor of Pune University that
university management is a state matter.
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* UGC’s Overreach and Constitutional Provisions / Zﬁﬁ?ﬁ Y AT ¥ IfAF
afed 3t gdenfasw wraens

* The article argues that UGC is trying to regulate areas that are beyond its
jurisdiction, violating the separation of powers.
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 Article 254(2) of the Constitution states that state laws shall prevail unless the
central law explicitly overrides them.
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* Political Context / TTSTellfas HEaT

* This is part of a larger debate on federalism, where states resist
central control over higher education.
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* Many opposition-led states view this as an attempt to weaken state
autonomy.
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» Geographical Context / 31N fors A<

 Different states have their own university laws, making a uniform
central policy difficult.
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* Southern and Eastern states like Tamil Nadu and West Bengal have
strongly opposed such regulations.
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» Economic Context / 3T« Heat

 State universities rely heavily on state funds, making direct central
control over appointments financially unfeasible.
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* |If the central government takes over appointments, states might reduce
funding for universities.
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* Historical Context / UfagiRA«+ A<

* Historically, Indian universities were state-controlled, with the UGC
playing only an advisory role.
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* Attempts to centralize education have been resisted since
independence.

-mﬁg%mﬁfﬂmﬂ?ﬁwﬂ;mwmm
T



. Implications/ﬁ'ﬁﬂﬁ?l' PLICE
* If implemented, the regulation could lead to legal challenges from states.
- Ifg 38 @) fRar o, @ TSt @ FEE geifaar e wed 8

* It may set a precedent for further central control over higher education.
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* Universities may resist compliance, leading to administrative delays.
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« Recommendations / fAwTIRY

* UGC should focus on maintaining academic standards, not administrative
appointments.
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* A consultative approach with states can avoid conflicts.
. TS & AT WAL Tfeehor g @ 99 TFH4r ¢
» State governments should strengthen their university governance frameworks.
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Railway electrification in
South Africa

The connection with the scheme for the
slectrification of the South African Railways. the
of 83 moto:
cach complete with four 185 B35, c
motors, and the equipment for 133 trafler

L

es for the Cape Town to Town
Section of South African has been
placed with the English Electric Company Ltd..
London.
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One in three Indians wants to buy an electric vehicle next: report

Women influence 52% of the decisions related to the purchase of EVs in Indian households




Steering towards a greener future

The data were sourced from ‘Think Mobility’, a research report published by BCG & Google

Chart 1: The chart plots the penetration of personal cars in 2023 versus the GDP per capita
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Developing countries have the highest vehicle penetration growth
potential. India: $2.4k GDP per capita, 3.3% penetration GDP per capita
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Chart 3: The share (%) of customers who found Chart 4: Share (%) of consumers

the following issues to be of concern while in various segments planning to

adopting electric vehicles are depicted in i, purchase a pre-owned vehicle

and those who did not are depicted in Il B, and those who are not Il
Charging infra High acquisition costs First time car intenders

Battery life Model variety Premium segment

20

G

The research leverages BCG analysis, primary research and industry sources to shed light
on India’s auto ecosystem and the future of mobility in India
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Ati

a Mir to participate in
WSK Championships 2025

Indian karter Atiga Mir will participate in the
s Karting

World Ser! ampions]
205, eiving for the 29-time WSK Champlon
‘Team Babyrace. The 10-year-old Atiga is the firse

drive in the WSK and will also

female in the Mini class on the entire
of over 60 karts. She will race in all three

‘WSK Champonships this year; the WSK Super

Master Series, the WSK Euro Series and the WSK

Enal o

Singapore signs Anup Sridhar
as additional singles coach

india’s Asian Championships bronze-winning

«coach for SBA's men’s and women's

Sepp Straka wins US PGA
American Express

Austrian Sepp Straka conquered his nesves to

style in Los Angeles on Sunday, firing a

des-par 70 to win th Express by
two strokes. Straka started the day with a
four-shot lead over a trio of players and led by the
same margin after his fourth birdie day at
the par-three 13th — the toughest hole on the
Stadium C ‘the

par-five 16th,
fairway drifted right and his 15-foot putt to save
par slipped past the hole. He would the 15th
as well, but his 25-under-par ©
clear of former world No. 1 Justin Thomas, who

. mas,

carded a six-undes-par 66 for 265. Another formes

world No. 1, Australian Jason Day, dropped out of
with Thomas with a bogey at 15.

WADA says won't appeal in

Swiatek doping case

The World Anti-Doping Agency sald Monday it
will not appeal in the case of lga Swiatek, who
Jear accepted a ane-month ban aftef testing
positive for a banned substance. WADA said
made the decision after “a thorough
found that the “contaminated melatonin

scenario, as presented by the athlete and
accepted by the ITIA, is plausible”. WADA has

o ban the men’s mimber one for up to wo years.

Man. City hits
Ipswich for a six

Foden scintillates with a brace: Kovacic, Doku. H;

and. and McAtee also

find the net as defending champion moves to fourth. ahead of Newcastle

EURO LEAGUES

Reuters
Pswi

anchester City's
Phil Foden scored
twice and created
another goal in an
standing firse-half
as #t hammered Ipswich
Town 60 on S y to
roar back into the Premier
League’s top four.

The win moved City to
38 points and into fourth
pasition on goal difference
ahead of Newcastle United,
but they are still 12 points
behind leaders Liverpool.

a game in hand,

Hitman: Foden nets his second and City's third goal during the rout of Ipswich on Sunday. REUTERS.

and six behind Arsenal and
Ipswich, w] which remains

of good early
hances but City shook off
the shackles of recent poor

got
the , there was no
way hack for their hosts.

It came in the 27th mi-

den to take a touch before
drilling it home to break
the deadlock.

Kovacic doubled the lead

the left, feeding the ball for
Foden to set up Kovacic,
who fired into the net from
the edge of the box

23, Hasland 57. Mcatee &5

A: e Mitan 3 [Martinez
55, Dumiries 7, Thurs

i 2 {E=pasio 84); Verona O

Iosuel.mo)l(-gol? Din21,
Zaccagni 58).

La Liga: Osazuna 1 (Garcia 53)
Grew with Rayo Vallecans 1
(Caemelio 19); Valencia 1 Duro 26}

That trio the
Ipswich defence as Mateo

India set to host FIDE
World Cup 2025

CHENNAI

India is set to host the
FIDE World Cup 2025,
marking the country’s first
major international chess
tournament since the 2022
Chennal Chess Olymplad.
FIDE, the international

urnament sche-

briefly retracted and re-
“to be an-

ounced" Monday.
spite this, sources in
All Inclia Chese Federation
(AICF) have confirmed to
The Hindu that the hosting

have been finalised.
-1 will host the
FIDE World Cup 2025, and

we will soon announce it
officially h final
5.~ said a senior AICF

The FIDE World Cup, a
peestigious knockout tour:
it featuring over 200

layers, also serves as a
pathway to the Candidates
Tournament, with three
qualification spots up for

Viswanathan Anand re-
he only Indian to
have won the World Cup,
schicving backe-back ti
les in 2000 and 2002
when the format included
a round-robin stage.

Satwik-Chirag will look to go the
distance; Sindhu has her task cut out

BADMINTON

Press Trust of India
JAXARTA (INDONESIA)

star en's doubles

dile of the year while
Lakshya Sen will look to
put behind a disappointing
start to the season when
the Indonesia Masters Sup-
er SO0 tournament gets
underway  here

Tuesday.
The world No 9 duo of
Satwik and Chirag has
been in a fine form, reach-

ing semifinals of the last
two tournaments

er the last as many weeks
and will be en [0 Cross
the final hurdle.

Satwik-Chirag had lost
each of the two semifinals
in straight sets and their
aim would be to go the dis-
tance in t.he upcoming
tournament

They will open their

clash _against
Taipel's Chen Zhi-Ray and
Yu Chieh Li

The challenge, however,
would be greater for in-
dia’s singles players Laksh-

ya and PV. Sindhu
Laks|

Two other Indians will
face off in the men's

Shuo

yap will face Japan’s Nozo-

mi Okuhara and Anupama

Upadiyays will take on
Gregoria Mar

Ankita to lead Indian
charge at KPB Trust
Women’s Open

TENNIS
Bengaluru

SPORTS BUREAU
Seasoned campalgner Tat-
Jjana Maria will start as the

favourite in the $1.00,000
KPB Trust Women's Open

Australian Open.

The 37-year-old will be
challenged by Canada’s Re-

a  Marino, former

Brenda Fruhvr-
iova ‘and bolder Darja
Semenistaja.

Second seed Marino had
reached her career-high
WTA singles ranking of 38

back In 2011. Owner of 17
ITF singles titles, Marl
lost in the first round of the
opening Slam.

Ankita Raina, the \\blld
No. 286, will lead the I
dian charge. Ankita and
three other Indians — Saha-
ja Yamalapalli, Shrivall
Rashmikaa Bh.
and Valdehee Chandhari —

were handed wild card
entries.
India’s Karman Kaur

Thandi, who is on a come-
back trail, lost in the first

Senhora saves Maharashtra’s blushes,

helps reach the last-eight stage

SURAT
Trisha Gogol gave Ass:

the best chance, overcom-
ing both her fancied oppo-

deciding

champlolnlﬂp of the s6th

Senior National Champion-

ship at the Pandit Dindayal
Stadium here on

aplece and enforced the

thme: Senhora played a pvotal role for

Smashing
Maharashtra. 5

deciding rubber, Senhora
ed to sall past

ra stiffened up In the
game.

e fifth, Bhavna's fo-
rehand top-spins saw her
racngln a 73 lead and the

uld sense an
uvsﬂ-

AL ARRANGEVENT

Senhora then started
opening up her forehand

o first level the scores at
.

However, Bhavna then
raced to a 10-8 lead and
had two match points. But
a mistake by Bhavna fol-
lowed by a forehand top-
spin enforced the tie-break
and Senhora had the last
s as

kar heaved a sigh of relief.
The resutts: Team:
Pre quarterfinats:

i bt Souray San 14-16,

coach

Chiplun-

Hamilton realises his dream of
racing for Ferrari in Formula One

Beuters
MARANELLO

Seven-time ham
pion Lewis Hamilton, For-
mula Ones most success-
ful driver of all tim.
arvived for his first day at
Ferrari on Monday, and
said it was a dream come
true to race for the Iralian
team.

Abrsioat 8 o sl Ha-

Mondy. GETTY IMAGES

is one of those days Ha-

— for Ferrari, the 40-year-  milton wrote n

old team’s head- I am.

quarters at Maranello for “I've been lucky

his first official day. to have achieved things in

re are some eer I never thought

that you youll re-  possible, but part of

member forever and today, vays held on to that
mmy first as a Ferrart drivey,  dream of racing in red. 1

cm g

New beginming: Hamilton amived for his first cay 3t Ferran on

couldn't be happier to real-
ise that dream today:
Hamilton's first day in-
cluded a seat fitting fol-
lawed by the simulator, but
due to weavher conditions
kel

first oulu-g at the Florano
test track uni

while official testing starts
in Bahrain on Feb. 26-28.
The Briton had his worst
season in Formula One Last
vear, in terms of cham-
plonship position, finish-
ing but did
win two races after two
seasons without a victory.
last

Champions League returns
with a high-stake clash
between PSG and Man. City

Associated Press
GENEVA

The first Champions
League games to be played
in January include one
with shocking possible

in an un-

ship win came in 2020.
Hamilton will partner
Charles Leclerc at Ferrari,
h

Eainz who has Joined Wil-
liams, and the 202S season
begins with the Australian
Gl" ﬁmn March 14-16.

“Today we start a new
era in the history of this
iconic team, and 1 can't
wait to see what story we
will write together,” Hamil-
ton added.

predictable debut season
for the 36-tea:

‘zame final
round on January 29 out-
side the top-24 places that
guaity e the knoclo
he two teams have

Xylian

celona which are the only
two teams already certain
0 finish in the top 24. Li-
verpool is the only team o
win all six games.

ced from
ninth to 24th go into the
nockout  playofis

round. Nos. 916 will be

seeded in the draw on Ja-

ams
placing 17 to 24 host the
first legs.

The schedule: Tuesday:
Moraco vs. Astan Vika, Atalanta
VS, Sturm Geaz 1115 p.m);
Atletico Madnd vs. Bayer

Nigeria shocks
New Zealand

KUALA LUMPUR

Debutant Nigeria stun:
D oSt N Festand
by two runs for
win in a rain-interru,

World Cup in which both
sides were restricted to
sub70 totals on

ba Creodasa
Sngh 2w, Chetmas brassd 2712}
lost to USA T3/2 in 9.4 overs

nfica
on Wednesday).

: Shakiar Donetsk
vs. Brest. RE Leipzig vs. Sporting

Pom: izan.
+ 6. 13 s,
(Lucky Piety 19, Lilian Uden 18) bt
MNew Zeaskand €3/5 in 13 awers
(Aniks Todd 19, Tash Wakein 18]

CP1115pm)AC -D: Bangladesh 519 in 20
Girana, rter 29, Caiomhe
Wil Arsenalvs. GNK Dinamo, Bewy 2/18, Elamor Larosa 2/19,

Manchester City, Real Madrid vs.
Sakzturg (130 2.m. on Thursday).

3/15). PoM: L.

—+




India set to host FIDE
World Cup 2025

Mavank Chaudhary
CHENNAI

India is set to host the
FIDE World Cup 2025,
marking the country’s first
major international chess
tournament since the 2022
Chennai Chess Olympiad.

FIDE, the international
chess governing body, in-
itially listed India as the
host in its 2025 calendar
for the tournament sche-
duled from October 31 to
November 27. ¢

However, the listing was

briefly retracted and re-
placed with “to be an-
nounced” on Monday.

Despite this, sources in
All India Chess Federation
(AICF) have confirmed to
The Hindu that the hosting
rights have been finalised.

“India will host the
FIDE World Cup 2025, and
we will soon announce it
officially with the final
dates,” said a senior AICF
official.

The FIDE World Cup, a
prestigious knockout tour-
nament featuring over 200

players, also serves as a
pathway to the Candidates
Tournament, with three
qualification spots up for
grabs.

India’s R. Praggnanand-
haa made history in the
2023 edition, clinching the
silver after losing to Mag-
nus Carlsen in the final.

Viswanathan Anand re-
mains the only Indian to
have won the World Cup,
achieving back-to-back tit-
les in 2000 and 2002
when the format included
a round-robin stage.




Low-income population's trust in govt, businesses lower than rich counterparts

[ndia slips to third on trust scale

WORLD
ECONOMIC
FORUM

N’

DAVOS 2025

BARUN JHA
Davos, January 20

INDIAHAS SLIPPED one place
to third slot when it comes to
people's trust in the govern-
ment, businesses, media and
NGOs, while the low-income
population is far less trusting
than their richer counter-
parts,a study showed here on
Monday.

The annual Edelman Trust
Barometer, now in its 25th
year,released before the start
of the World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting,also showed
that India ranks low at 13th

TRUST DEFICIT

The Edelman Trust
Barometer also showed that

India ranks at 13th when it comes to
trust of people in other countries in
India-headquartered companies

mThe overall mThe survey of B The survey
list for trust of the 2 8 a|5<|) ftl)a?ged
general population in agloba

the government, countries ‘ unprecedented
businesses, media saw Japan lack of faith in
and NGOs was again replacing the UK institutional
topped by China at the bottom leaders

place when it comes to trust  than India also included Mex-
of people in other countries, ico,South Africa, Saudi Arabia,
in companies Chinaand Brazil.

with Indian headquarters.
Canada topped this list of
foreign-headquartered com-
panies, followed by Japan, Ger-
many, the UK, France and the
US, while those ranked higher

The overall list for trust of
the general population in the
government,  businesses,
media and NGOs was again
topped by China, while
Indonesia replaced India for

the second spot by virtue of an
increased score despite the
Indian score remaining
unchanged. The survey of 28
countries saw Japan replacing

the UK at the bottom.
In most
countries,
including
BILLIONAIRE India, the
WEALTH low income
sg&ASBrSsz population
IN 202"50 was far less
$15TRN trusting
—————— than the
PAGE 13 high
income

group.Within the high income
group,Indiawas ranked fourth
after Indonesia, Saudi Arabia
and China, while the low
income population made India
the third most trusted nation
after China and Indonesia.

Continued on Page 10
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Olive Ridley Turtles -




* Over the past two weeks, numerous dead olive ridley turtles have
washed ashore in Tamil Nadu, particularly in Chennai.






* bout Olive Ridley Turtles:
 What it is:

* Olive ridley turtles (Lepidochelys olivacea) are one of the smallest and
most abundant sea turtles, known for their synchronized mass
nesting, called arribadas.

e Habitat: Found in tropical regions of the Pacific, Indian, and Atlantic
Oceans, olive ridleys are both pelagic and coastal, frequenting nesting
beaches in countries like India, Mexico, and Costa Rica.



* Features:

* Named for their olive-green, heart-shaped shell.
 Omnivorous, feeding on crabs, jellyfish, and algae.
» Capable of diving up to 500 feet to forage on the ocean floor.

* Mating Season: Their nesting season varies by region. In India, it
spans November to March, with mass nesting observed at beaches
like Odisha’s Gahirmatha and Rushikulya.




* Protection Status:
e Schedule 1 of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972
* Appendix | of CITES

 Recent Causes of Death:

e Bycatch in Fishing Nets: Olive ridley turtles get trapped in commercial trawler
nets, suffocate due to lack of air, and die during their breeding season.

* Entanglement and Collisions: Discarded fishing gear and marine debris, along
with vessel collisions near nesting grounds, cause severe injuries and fatalities.

* Environmental and Overfishing Impact: Overfishing near turtle congregation
areas attracts more trawlers, increasing accidental deaths and habitat
disturbances.







* India ranks 25 in the QS World
Future Skills Index 2025,
positioning it as a "future skills
contender.”" The index evaluates

how well countries are prepared
to meet the evolving demands
of the global job market



What is the QS World Future Skills Index? About: The QS World Future
Skills Index, developed by Quacquarelli Symonds (QS), ranks countries
on their readiness to meet evolving global job market demands
emphasizing innovation, sustainability, and talent development.
Indicators:

The Index uses four indicators to measure a country’s preparedness to
thrive in an increasingly skills-driven global economy.



alignment

Educational
readiness

VIO

Tomorrow's
jobs

Economic
evolution

Skills demand gap
Workforce adaptability
Lifelong learning

Industry feedback

Job-aligned curriculum

Technical education

Learning tech access

Global ranking

Al & digital skills

Green workforce

Job growth rate

Talent availability

Digital transformation

Green readiness

Future investments

Tech infrastructure

Skills Fit Score

Academic
Readiness Score

QS

Future of
Work Score
World Future
Skills Index
Economic
Transformation
Score



Skills Fit: India ranks 37th, the lowest among the top 30 countries. This
highlights significant gaps between the workforce's skills and employer
demands, reflecting challenges within India's higher education system in
adapting to the evolving needs of the job market.

Economic Transformation: India ranked 40, highlighting the challenges
in innovation and aligning economic strategies with workforce
adaptability.




QS World Future Skills Index
India performance vs G7 average

96.2 99,1 013
86.1 89.9 : 87.6
59-1 l 53-3
Skills Fit Academic Future Economic
Readiness of Work Transformation

® India G7 average



« The Global Competitiveness Report is published by the (2019)
* (a) International Monetary Fund
« (b) United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

* (¢) World Economic Forum

« (d) World Bank
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* India’s first indigenous surgical tele-robotic system, SSI Mantra, was
used to perform two complex heart surgeries remotely, with the
surgeon in Gurugram and the patient in Jaipur.






e About SSI Mantra

e SSI Mantra is a robotic system that performs complex surgical
procedures in Genito-Uro-Oncology cases.

* Itis developed by SSI Ltd and it is the only robotic system worldwide
to receive regulatory approval for telesurgery and tele-proctoring.



Benefits: Reduced operation time, better precision, minimal trauma, lower blood loss,
faster recovery, and reduced infection risk.

The technology aims to bridge geographical gaps in surgical care, making tele-surgery
accessible globally.

Challenges to Wider Adoption: High costs of robotic surgeries, which are currently
more available in metro and tier-1 cities.

Other Challenges included latency time, requiring good connectivity, and addressing
potential technical problems.
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* Assam police chief Gyanendra Pratap Singh has been
appointed Director General of the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF).

* Central Reserve Police Force

* About: The CRPF is the premier central police force of the Union of
India entrusted with maintaining internal security.



e |n response to escalating political turmoil and unrest within the princely
state of India.
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* Who took the oath as the 47th President of the United States on
January 20, 2025?

-gWZOZSﬁW%M&Wﬁ%W#W%ﬁH
o

* A. Joe Biden / ST STl
B. Donald Trump / 8ldTes aq

C. Kamala Harris / hHCT |
D. Ron DeSantis / JTeT



* What name did Trump propose for the Gulf of Mexico?

- 27 A AT fr @E F AT Sl a1 FA91 A1 ywraaa Far?

e A. Gulf of Texas / cFOTH $Y EITS‘T
B. Gulf ofAmerlca HARST A !?ﬂ?f
C. Gulf of leerty/ﬁlﬁﬁ $r @3l
D. Gulf of Freedom / HIgH &I Fﬂ?ﬁ



 Which international leader represented India at Trump’s inauguration
ceremony?

+ T & ATY TEUT HARIE A ARG &1 yafaftca Faa fFar?

« A. Narendra Modi / g mﬁ
B. S. Jaishankar / TH. STIART
C. Rajnath Singh / USITTT R
D. Amit Shah / 3TT&d g



* What economic policy focus did Trump emphasize in his second term?
+ TT o YA qE FRE A R nfde Aifa w SR e
* A. Increasing government spending / G{HRI (G o) daledl

B. Strengthening American manufacturing / Hﬁﬁ#ﬁ' R_faator i

Holdd el
C. Reducmg corporate taxes/a'TI'CfﬁT HA P FH HIAT

D. Encouraging cryptocurrency adoption /m P ATl B
YcATied FHIAT



 What was a key reason for Tamil Nadu’s opposition to UGC draft
regulations?

- AffeeTg garr Tt & FAdler fafaaa #1 Ay F F1 77
HIOT F4qT IT?

* A. Violation of state autonomy / 5T EAIIAAT FT Soodd

B. Increase in tuition fees/?S!I'QIT-I' T A aafir
C. Reduction in faculty recruitment / ﬂﬁo_cﬁ qdlt J FH#AT

D. Centralization of university admission tests / ﬁ?aﬁm?-m gaer
Q&I T HeIhToT



* What does the QS World Future Skills Index 2025 rank India as?

-Qsa;éwmngozsﬁmaﬁﬁmvmwm
AT &7

 A. Future Skills Leader / ¥I=R f&Fed ofisy
B. Future Skills Contender / FIOY RFed FesT
C. Future Skills Emerging Market [ TFEX wea sATST AThe
D. Future Skills Innovator / F@X F=rz:) SdldeY



* Which is India’s first indigenous surgical tele-robotic system?

« ART T ggell Facelt Afotaa eh-Uafesw yomell +ir @Y &2

* A. Sushruta /H’}IT-I'

B. SSI Mantra ] THUHTE HA
C. MediBot / AfSd]e

D. Robodoc / A&



* Which police force has Gyanendra Pratap Singh been appointed as the
Director General of?

-aﬁa%’gawﬁ?afrﬁwgﬁvaﬂwmﬁﬁwﬁgwm
a1

» A. Border Security Force (BSF) / TYAT &Il dcf (froHT®)
B. Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 737@'&' Rea gﬁ'ﬂ' del

(Hr3mdies)
C. Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) / HIRd-Taead AT gi%m

(3TSETdY)
D. National Security Guard (NSG) / I1S¢IT qa AS (TATHSI)



 What is the significance of Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi?
« ST & AT A #gT A FT Agea FT 872

* A. Oldest tree planted by humans / #ATld dRT 9TAT ITT qqq
0T a7

g_s_TaIIest banyan tree in the world / gﬁ'ﬂT HT JIH FAT SIC HI

C. Site of first Buddhist council / 9gel dlcer IRYE T TAST

D. Largest natural forest in Sri Lanka /&ﬁ?ﬁﬂ HT a8 dsT m
del



Word of the day

Derisive:
abusing vocally; expressing contempt or ridicule

Synonyms: jeering, mocking, taunting

Usa €. His speech drew derisive comments
from the crowd.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/derisivepro

International Phonetic
Alp habet: /d1iar.s1v/, /d1a1.s1v/




The Oldest Known Tree Planted by Humans

* The Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi in Anuradhapura is the oldest tree in the
world that has been planted by humans. It was planted in 288 BCE
and is a sacred fig tree originating from the Bodhi tree under which
Buddha attained enlightenment.
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