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• The recent India-China meeting reaffirmed the disengagement 
agreement along which border?
हाल ही में भारत-चीन बैठक ने ककस सीमा के साथ विघटन समझौते 
की पुष्टट की?

• A. McMahon Line / मैकमोहन रेखा
B. Line of Control (LoC) / ननयंत्रण रेखा (LoC)
C. Line of Actual Control (LAC) / वास्तववक ननयंत्रण रेखा (LAC)
D. Durand Line / डूरंड रेखा



• What is the Gangetic River Dolphin's conservation status as per the 
IUCN?
IUCN के अनुसार गंगा डॉष्फिन की संरक्षण ष्थथतत क्या है?

• A. Critically Endangered / गंभीर रूप से संकटग्रस्त
B. Endangered / संकटग्रस्त
C. Vulnerable / असुरक्षित
D. Near Threatened / ननकट संकटग्रस्त



• Under which project is the tagging of Ganges River Dolphins being 
conducted?
गंगा डॉष्फिन का टैगगगं ककस पररयोजना के तहत ककया जा रहा है?

• A. Project Dolphin / प्रोजेक्ट डॉल्फिन
B. Project Tiger / प्रोजेक्ट टाइगर
C. CAMPA Initiative / CAMPA पहल
D. Project Saraswati / प्रोजेक्ट सरस्वती



• What year were Cheetahs declared 
extinct in India?
भारत में चीतों को ककस िर्ष
विलुप्त घोवर्त ककया गया था?

• A. 1947
B. 1950
C. 1952
D. 1965



• The Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary spans which two Indian states?
गांधी सागर िन्यजीि अभयारण्य भारत के ककन दो राज्यों में िैला 
हुआ है?

• A. Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan / मध्य प्रदेश और राजस्थान
B. Gujarat and Maharashtra / गुजरात और महाराष्ट्र
C. Karnataka and Kerala / कनााटक और केरल
D. Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand / उत्तर प्रदेश और उत्तराखंड



• What is the name of the scheme launched in West Bengal to provide 
houses for the rural poor?
पष्चचम बंगाल में ग्रामीण गरीबों के ललए घर प्रदान करने के ललए शुरू 
की गई योजना का नाम क्या है?

• A. Awas Yojana / आवास योजना
B. Banglar Bari Scheme / बांग्लार बारी योजना
C. Ghar Ka Sapna Scheme / घर का सपना योजना
D. Gramin Niwas Yojana / ग्रामीण ननवास योजना



• The SARAT tool aids which agency in conducting search and rescue 
operations at sea?
SARAT उपकरण समुद्र में खोज और बचाि अलभयानों में ककस एजेंसी 
की सहायता करता है?

• A. Indian Navy / भारतीय नौसेना
B. Indian Coast Guard / भारतीय तटरिक बल
C. National Disaster Management Authority / राष्ट्रीय आपदा प्रबंधन 
प्राधधकरण
D. INCOIS / INCOIS



• What percentage of global Ganges River Dolphin populations are 
found in India?
िैष्चिक गंगा डॉष्फिन आबादी का ककतने प्रततशत भारत में पाया जाता 
है?

• A. 60%
B. 70%
C. 80%
D. 90%



• Which Indian domestic flight route ranked 8th globally for busiest 
domestic flight routes in 2024?
2024 में कौन सा भारतीय घरेलू उडान मागष विचि थतर पर आठिें 
थथान पर रहा?

• A. Delhi-Mumbai / ददफली-मुंबई
B. Bangalore-Chennai / बेंगलुरु-चेन्नई
C. Hyderabad-Kolkata / हैदराबाद-कोलकाता
D. Pune-Delhi / पुणे-ददफली



• On which date is Minorities Rights Day observed annually in India?
भारत में अफपसंख्यक अगधकार ददिस प्रततिर्ष ककस तारीख को 
मनाया जाता है?

• A. December 16 / 16 ददसंबर
B. December 17 / 17 ददसंबर
C. December 18 / 18 ददसंबर
D. December 19 / 19 ददसंबर









Jon Krakauer, Into the 
Wild

• “Happiness is only real when 
shared.” –







Pakistan’s Ballistic Missile Programme: Emerging Threats and U.S. Concerns

पाककथतान का बैललष्थटक लमसाइल कायषक्रम: उभरते खतरे और अमेररका की गचतंाए 

Sophisticated Missile Development

• Pakistan is developing advanced missile technology with the capability to strike targets beyond South 
Asia, including the U.S.

पाककथतान उन्नत लमसाइल तकनीक विकलसत कर रहा है, ष्जसमें दक्षक्षण एलशया से परे और अमेररका 
तक लक्ष्यों पर हमला करने की क्षमता है।

• This development is perceived as a direct threat to global security.

यह विकास िैष्चिक सुरक्षा के ललए एक सीधा खतरा माना जा रहा है।



• U.S. Sanctions

• Recently, the U.S. imposed sanctions on four Pakistani entities, including:
हाल ही में, अमेररका ने चार पाककथतानी सथंथाओं पर प्रततबंध लगाए, ष्जनमें शालमल हैं:
• National Development Complex (NDC): Based in Islamabad, responsible for 

Pakistan's ballistic missile program.
नेशनल डिेलपमेंट कॉम्पप्लेक्स (NDC): इथलामाबाद में ष्थथत, पाककथतान के बैललष्थटक 
लमसाइल कायषक्रम के ललए ष्जम्पमेदार।

• Other Entities: Akhtar and Sons, Affiliates International, and Rockside Enterprise, all 
based in Karachi.
अन्य संथथाए : अख्तर एंड संस, एकिललएट्स इंटरनेशनल, और रॉकसाइड एंटरप्राइज, 
जो सभी कराची में ष्थथत हैं।



• Sanctions were levied for their involvement in advancing Pakistan’s long-range missile 
capabilities.
प्रततबंध पाककथतान की लबंी दरूी की लमसाइल क्षमताओ ंको बढािा देने में उनकी 
सलंलप्तता के ललए लगाए गए।

• Technology Advancements

• Pakistan’s missile program includes:
पाककथतान का लमसाइल कायषक्रम शालमल है:
• Long-range ballistic missile systems.

लबंी दरूी की बैललष्थटक लमसाइल प्रणाली।
• Testing of larger rocket motors for enhanced strike capabilities.

बड ेरॉकेट मोटसष का परीक्षण, जो बेहतर हमले की क्षमताए  प्रदान करत ेहैं।



• Strategic Measures by the U.S.

• The Biden administration implemented multiple sanctions against entities 
aiding Pakistan’s missile development.
बाइडने प्रशासन ने पाककथतान के लमसाइल विकास में सहायता करने िाले 
संगठनों पर कई प्रततबंध लगाए।

• Diplomatic efforts are ongoing to address these security concerns while 
maintaining pressure on Pakistan.
इन सुरक्षा गचतंाओं को संबोगधत करने के ललए कूटनीततक प्रयास जारी हैं, 
साथ ही पाककथतान पर दबाि बनाए रखा गया है।



• Potential Implications

• Continuation of these trends may enable Pakistan to strike targets well 
beyond its region.
इन रुझानों का जारी रहना पाककथतान को उसके क्षेत्र से परे लक्ष्यों पर 
हमला करने में सक्षम बना सकता है।

• This raises serious global concerns about Pakistan’s long-term strategic 
intentions and its potential threat to U.S. interests.
यह पाककथतान के दीघषकाललक रणनीततक इरादों और अमेररका के दहतों के 
ललए संभावित खतरे पर गंभीर िैष्चिक गचतंाए  उत्पन्न करता है।







New Undersea Cables to Boost India's Digital Connectivity

भारत की डडष्जटल कनेष्क्टविटी को बढािा देने के ललए नई अंडरसी केबफस

Introduction

Two new submarine cable systems to enhance India's internet connectivity with Asia 
and Europe:

• India Asia Xpress (IAX) connects Chennai and Mumbai with Singapore, Thailand, and Malaysia in Asia.

• India Europe Xpress (IEX) links India with France, Greece, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Djibouti in Europe.

• दोनों केबल लसथटम एलशया और यूरोप से भारत की इंटरनेट कनेष्क्टविटी को मजबूत करेंगे।



• Features of the Cable Systems

• Combined length: Over 15,000 kilometers.

• कंबाइंड लंबाई 15,000 ककलोमीटर से अगधक।
• Owned by Reliance Jio, with strategic investment from China Mobile.

• ररलायंस ष्जयो के थिालमत्ि में, चीन मोबाइल से रणनीततक तनिेश।
• Enhances both bandwidth and geopolitical connectivity.

• बैंडविड्थ और भू-राजनीततक कनेष्क्टविटी को मजबूत करता है।



• Importance of the Cable Systems

• Increased global connectivity helps India’s emerging role as a maritime 
network leader in the region.

• िैष्चिक कनेष्क्टविटी में िदृ्गध भारत को क्षेत्र में समुद्री नेटिकष  नेता के 
रूप में उभरने में मदद करती है।

• Focus on Bay of Bengal and South China Sea region as strategic areas.

• बंगाल की खाडी और दक्षक्षण चीन सागर क्षेत्र पर रणनीततक ्यान।



• Challenges and Resilience Measures

• Three submarine cables connecting India to West Asia disrupted in March 2023, impacting 
traffic.

• माचष 2023 में भारत और पष्चचम एलशया को जोडने िाली तीन पनडुब्बी केबफस 
बागधत हुईं।

• India's defense strategy includes protection from physical damages and cyberattacks.

• भारत की रक्षा रणनीतत में भौततक क्षतत और साइबर हमलों से सरुक्षा शालमल है।
• IT Secretary emphasized the need for stability in domestic services during disruptions.

• आईटी सगचि ने व्यिधान के दौरान घरेल ूसेिाओ ंमें ष्थथरता की आिचयकता पर 
जोर ददया।



• Economic and Geopolitical Impact

• Provides hundreds of gigabits per second connectivity to key regions in 
India.

• भारत के महत्िपूणष क्षेत्रों को सैकडों गीगाबबट प्रतत सेकंड कनेष्क्टविटी 
प्रदान करता है।

• Helps maintain India's position in the international digital infrastructure 
landscape.

• अंतरराटरीय डडष्जटल संरचना में भारत की ष्थथतत बनाए रखने में मदद 
करता है।



• Bangladesh Connection

• Recent disruptions in internet services in Bangladesh had limited impact on India.

• बांग्लादेश में इंटरनेट सेिाओ ंमें हाल की बाधाओ ंका भारत पर सीलमत प्रभाि पडा।
• Northeast India continues to be served by fiber laid along the Power Grid Corporation lines.

• पूिोत्तर भारत को पािर गग्रड कॉरपोरेशन लाइनों के साथ बबछाई गई िाइबर द्िारा 
सेिाएं लमलती रहती हैं।

• This development strengthens India's digital backbone and positions it as a proactive player 
in global internet connectivity.
यह विकास भारत की डडष्जटल रीढ को मजबूत करता है और इसे िैष्चिक इंटरनेट 
कनेष्क्टविटी में एक सकक्रय खखलाडी के रूप में थथावपत करता है।







Global 
Estimates on 
International 

Migrant 
Workers :ILO



• Global Estimates on International Migrant Workers report released by the 
International Labour Organization (ILO).

• Major Findings

• Labor Force : : In 2022, international migrants made up 4.7% of the global 
labor force, totaling 167.7 million, an increase of over 30 million since 2013.

• Of the 167.7 million migrants, 102.7 million were men and 64.9 million 
were women.



• Regional Trends: :Europe and Central Asia hosted 34.5% of migrant workers 
(57.8 million).

• The share of migrants in Northern, Southern, and Western Europe 
increased from 22.5% in 2013 to 23.3% in 2022, while other regions saw 
slight declines.

• More than 68% of migrants were in high-income countries, primarily in 
Northern, Southern, and Western Europe; North America; and the Arab 
States.



Sector Employment: 68.4% of migrant workers were employed in 
the services sector, particularly in care and domestic work, with 
30% of migrant women and 12.4% of migrant men in this sector.

Comparisons to Non-Migrants: 19.2% of non-migrant women and 
6.2% of non-migrant men were employed in care and domestic 
work.



• Issues and Concerns

• Higher Unemployment Rates: Migrants faced a higher unemployment rate (7.2%) than 
non-migrants (5.2%), with women more affected.

• Gender Disparities in Employment: Migrant women had an employment-to-population 
ratio of 48.1%, compared to 73% for migrant men.

• Barriers to Employment: Gender disparities may be driven by factors like language 
barriers, unrecognized qualifications, discrimination, limited childcare options, and 
gender-based expectations.

•



National Tansen Samman



Renowned tabla player of Indian classical music Pt. Swapan Choudhary of 
Kolkata was honoured with the “National Tansen Samman” for the year 2023.

About National Tansen Samman

Established in: 1980.

An honorarium of five lakh rupees, citation plaque and shawl-shriphal was 
presented.

The award is established by the Madhya Pradesh government in the name of 
Music Emperor Tansen, awarded in the field of Indian classical music.



• Tansen

• Tansen (16th Century) was a legendary Indian classical 
musician and one of the “Navaratnas” (nine jewels) in the 
court of the Mughal Emperor Akbar.

• He was a disciple of the great musician Swami Haridas and is 
often credited with bringing the dhrupad style of music to 
prominence.



Tansen is known for his 
mastery of Hindustani 

classical music and for his 
contributions to the 

development of several 
ragas.

Tansen was honored with 
the prefix ‘Miyan’ from 

Emperor Akbar and from 
that day onwards he came 

to be known as 
MiyanTansen.



Goa Liberation Day



• Goa Liberation Day is celebrated every year on December 19 to mark 
the freedom of Goa from Portuguese rule in 1961.

• Background

• The Portuguese arrived in Goa under Afonso de Albuquerque in 
1510, making it one of their longest-held overseas territories.

• While India gained independence in 1947, Goa, along with Daman 
and Diu, remained under Portuguese control.



• Operation Vijay

• It was the code name for the military action undertaken by India to 
liberate Goa.

• The operation began on December 17, 1961, and lasted for two days.

• On December 19, 1961, the Portuguese Governor-General Manuel 
Antonio Vassalo e Silva surrendered to Indian forces.



• Integration into India

• After liberation Goa, Daman, and Diu were declared a Union Territory.

• In 1987, Goa was granted statehood, becoming the 25th state of 
India.
• However, Daman and Diu continue to remain Union Territories.



Travel and Tourism Development Index 
(TTDI) 2024



• India is ranked 39th among 119 countries in the 2024 Travel and 
Tourism Development Index (TTDI) report by the World Economic 
Forum (WEF).

• Travel and Tourism Development Index (TTDI) 2024

• Introduced in 2022, TTDI is an evolution of the Travel & Tourism 
Competitiveness Index (TTCI), which has been published biennially 
since 2007.







Standing Committee on Railways



• The Standing Committee on Railways presented its latest report in 
Parliament, highlighting inefficiency in Railways.

• About Standing Committee Report on Railways:

• Freight Train Speed:

• Average speed over the past 11 years: 25.14 km/h.

• Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFC):

• Eastern DFC: Completed.

• Western DFC: 102 km section to be completed by December 2025.



• Revenue Insights:

• 2023–24 revenue from freight: ₹1,68,293 crore.

• 2024–25 target: ₹1,80,000 crore.

• Recommendation:

• Keep general class fares affordable.

• Align AC class fares with operational costs to reduce passenger 
segment losses.



• Research and Development (R&D):

• Budget allocation for 2024–25: ₹72.01 crore.

• Actual spending: ₹39.12 crore (2022–23) and ₹28.34 crore (2023–24).

• Recommendation:

• Invest prudently in R&D for modernization and efficiency.



India’s First Fully Solar-Powered 
Border Village



• Masali village in Gujarat’s 
Banaskantha district has become 
India’s first fully solar-powered 
border village under the PM 
Suryaghar Yojana.

•





• About Masali Village: Location: Banaskantha district, Gujarat, 40 km from the Pakistan 
border. 

• Solarisation Scheme: Solar rooftops installed on 119 houses under the PM Suryaghar 
Yojana, generating over 225 kilowatts of electricity.

• Significance:First solar-powered border village in India.

• Promotes renewable energy and self-sufficiency in energy needs.

• Part of the Border Development Project to solarize 11 villages in Vav taluka and six in 
Suigam taluka.

• Boosts energy security in remote, strategic border areas



Coconut Oil



• The Supreme Court of India ruling stated that coconut oil in small 
bottles is to be taxed as edible oil (5% GST) unless explicitly labeled
and marketed as hair oil, which would attract an 18% GST.

•





• Case Background:

• The dispute centred on whether coconut oil, packaged in quantities from 5 
ml to 2 litres, should be taxed as edible oil or hair oil under GST and 
the Central Excise Tariff Act, 1985.

• The Revenue Department argued for higher taxation (18%) by categorizing it 
as hair oil.



• GST Issue:

• Edible oil is taxed at 5% under GST, while hair oil attracts an 18% GST 
rate. 

• Classification confusion arose for small-sized coconut oil packages 
with dual-use potential.



Supreme Court Judgment:

• Coconut oil not explicitly marketed as hair oil is classified under edible oil and 
taxed at 5%.

• Packaging size (small or large) alone cannot determine classification. Clear 
labelling is crucial for classification as hair oil.

• Aligns with Harmonized System of Nomenclature (HSN) for global consistency.

Facts:

• The coconut palm is a remarkable and versatile crop found in tropical 
regions across the globe.

• Kerala state in India is a leading producer of coconuts, coconut oil and their 
products.

• World ranking in coconut production: Indonesia > Philippines > India > Brazil.
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• What is the significance of Goa Liberation Day celebrated on December 
19?
19 ददसंबर को मनाए जाने िाले गोवा मलु्क्त ददवस का महत्ि क्या है?

• A. Liberation of Goa from Portuguese rule / पुतागाली शासन से गोवा की
मलु्क्त
B. Goa's integration into India as a state / गोवा का एक राज्य के रूप में
भारत में एकीकरण
C. Signing of the Goa Treaty / गोवा संधध पर हस्तािर
D. Establishment of Goa as a Union Territory / गोवा को एक कें द्र शाससत
प्रदेश के रूप में स्थावपत करना



• Under which military operation was Goa liberated from Portuguese 
control?
गोिा को पुतषगाली तनयंत्रण से मुक्त करने के ललए ककस सैन्य 
अलभयान के तहत कारषिाई की गई थी?

• A. Operation Vijay / ऑपरेशन ववजय
B. Operation Meghdoot / ऑपरेशन मेघदतू
C. Operation Cactus / ऑपरेशन कैक्टस
D. Operation Blue Star / ऑपरेशन ब्लू स्टार



• Which year was Goa granted statehood in India?
गोिा को भारत में राज्य का दजाष ककस िर्ष प्रदान ककया गया?

• A. 1961
B. 1972
C. 1987
D. 1990



• What was the main focus of the Travel and Tourism Development 
Index (TTDI) 2024, in which India ranked 39th?
यात्रा और पयाटन ववकास सूचकांक (TTDI) 2024, ष्जसमें भारत 39िें 
थथान पर रहा, का मुख्य ्यान क्या था?

• A. Enhancing global connectivity / वैल्ववक कनेल्क्टववटी को बढावा 
देना
B. Boosting digital infrastructure / डडल्जटल बुननयादी ढांचे को बढावा 
देना
C. Sustainability in tourism development / पयाटन ववकास में ल्स्थरता
D. Promoting rural tourism / ग्रामीण पयाटन को बढावा देना



• What is the average speed of freight trains as per the Standing 
Committee on Railways report?
रेलिे पर थथायी सलमतत की ररपोटष के अनुसार मालगाडडयों की औसत 
गतत क्या है?

• A. 20.5 km/h
B. 25.14 km/h
C. 28.7 km/h
D. 30.2 km/h



• India’s first fully solar-powered border village, Masali, is located in 
which district?
भारत का पहला पूणषतः सौर ऊजाष संचाललत सीमा गांि मसाली ककस 
ष्जले में ष्थथत है?

• A. Kutch / कच्छ
B. Banaskantha / बनासकांठा
C. Surat / सूरत
D. Junagadh / जनूागढ



• Under the PM Suryaghar Yojana, 
how much electricity is generated 
by solar rooftops in Masali village?
पीएम सूयाघर योजना के तहत 
मसाली गांि में सोलर रूिटॉप 
से ​​ककतनी बबजली उत्पन्न होती है?

• A. 150 kW
B. 200 kW
C. 225 kW
D. 250 kW



• . What GST rate is applied to coconut oil labeled as edible oil?
खाद्य तेल के रूप में गचष्ननत नाररयल तेल पर कौन सा जीएसटी दर 
लागू होता है?

• A. 5%
B. 12%
C. 18%
D. 28%



• According to the ILO report on migrant workers, what percentage of 
the global labor force were international migrants in 2022?
आईएलओ की प्रिासी श्रलमकों पर ररपोटष के अनुसार, 2022 में िैष्चिक 
श्रम बल का ककतने प्रततशत अंतरराटरीय प्रिासी थे?

• A. 3.5%
B. 4.7%
C. 5.5%
D. 6.2%



• Which classical music style did Tansen, the legendary Indian musician, 
bring into prominence?
प्रलसद्ध भारतीय संगीतकार तानसेन ने ककस शाथत्रीय संगीत शैली को 
प्रमुखता ददलाई?

• A. Thumri / ठुमरी
B. Khayal / खयाल
C. Dhrupad / ध्रुपद
D. Tarana / तराना



Fun Fact 



Myth 9: Awards like the Oscars 
determine the "best" films

• Truth: Awards are subjective and 
depend on industry politics, 
marketing campaigns, and voting 
bodies. Some incredible films have 
been overlooked while others are 
hyped for awards.









Thank you 
guys.


