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* The recent India-China meeting reaffirmed the disengagement
agreement along which border?

gTel &1 H HARI-IIT &6 o fovg AT & 1Y [9ged gHs
hr gice Hr?

* A. McMahon Line / AFAIgA @I

B. Line of Control (LoC) / farar=ror 3@ (LoCE ‘
C. Line of Actual Control (LAC) KR GIGED EC)| (LAC)

D. Durand Line / {8 GT




* What is the Gangetic River Dolphin's conservation status as per the
IUCN?
IUCN & T8I 19T Sifethel T HI&TUT f&ufa oFam 87

* A. Critically Endangered [ TR T & heaed
B. Endangered / HhcdEd
C. Vulnerable / 3! ‘
D. Near Threatened / fdehe UdheaEd




* Under which project is the tagging of Ganges River Dolphins being
conducted?

I[QT SiTe%hed T 9T fhd URATSAT & dgd ThdT ST 8T g7
* A. Project Dolphin / MISi&FE Sie®he
B. Project Tiger / HISid¢ TSI}

C. CAMPA Initiative / CAMPA Ugol
D. Project Saraswati / Wiolde HIEad!




* What year were Cheetahs declared
extinct in India?
AR H At & frg av
faeed ey fohar arr 477

* A. 1947
B. 1950

C. 1952
D. 1965




* The Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary spans which two Indian states?

Il R dodoild 3MIARVY R & oot o Tt 7 el
g3T &7
« A. Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan / {#€T 9eer T TEA

B. Gujarat and Maharashtra / LSRG 3T HAGRTSC
C. Karnataka and Kerala / &l I FA

D. Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand / 3<iX geer IR IRES




* What is the name of the scheme launched in West Bengal to provide
houses for the rural poor?

qiRTH SN H AT TR & AT T Yl W & v &
$I IS AToTeAT T ATH FAT g7

* A. Awas Yojana / TaTH FYSTaT
B. Banglar Bari Scheme / ¥R dRY ITST<T
C. Ghar Ka Sapna Scheme / &I &T 9T AVSTelT

D. Gramin Niwas Yojana / ITHoT faara Jsrar




* The SARAT tool aids which agency in conducting search and rescue
operations at sea?

SARAT 39ehIUT JHG H Wil IR F919 ITAIAT & g Taidr
$I eIl HIdl 22

* A. Indian Navy / AR 9«1
B. Indian Coast Guard / TR deI8Th ool

C. National Disaster Management Authority / TIW?I‘J 39S Yaere
BIDETL)
D. INCOIS / INCOIS




* What percentage of global Ganges River Dolphin populations are
found in India?

g%maﬁqﬁr”« HTETET T Tohder UTAd AR H 9T SATAT
?

* A. 60%

B. 70%

C. 80%
D. 90%




* Which Indian domestic flight route ranked 8th globally for busiest

domestic flight routes in 2024?
2024 H i HT ARAT ] 331 AN fdd TR W 374

TUTT X T@T7
-+ A. Delhi-Mumbai / f&eell-Aa$

B. Bangalore-Chennai / W Aol

C. Hyderabad-Kolkata / SeIaTE- el TaT
D. Pune-Delhi /g‘UT Al




* On which date is Minorities Rights Day observed annually in India?

HRT H Fouaeds JeR feaw gfaay g arlig &
HAATIT ST 87

* A. December 16 / 16 ﬁ'\‘lﬁT
B. December 17 / 17 W
C. December 18 / 18 W
D. December 19 / 19 feH«R




Class24 Premium

SSC SUPER 50 BATCH

- Video Course-2000/- S < 4000 < 666080

rt % y
- Books -¥4000/- | ﬁ
- Hours - 700 WEDNESD «
-PYP-Last5Yrs USE CODE:
- Test - Unlimited 5[‘-5“ Enroll Now

Enroliment Close — CLASS24
Wed neSday by bhunesh sir




- SSC CGL 24999 ¥2500
muunmmu BATCH

(J Have a Coupon Code?

tp G s Course Information
’ . ,

"ﬁ 40% OFF y.

\ \\ USE CODE s B 4 O @ Course level: Beginners to Advance

CLASS24 | % 2 5 c GI’— ?I 499,_ 7 &) Language: English+Hindi

= Team: Class24

© Vvalidity: 12 Months

\\

SSC CGL GK/GS Foundation Course

@ Class24: Team (© SSC CGL GK/GS Foundation Course * & % K (4.8)



® Class24

Current Affairs

Home

Exams v Current Affairs  Buy a course v

Blog

Live Test About us

SSC CGL GK/GS Foundation Course

Computer Knowledge

chemistry Cl-1

2024-12-13 at 11:30 AM
Starts In: 04:37:22

Electricity and Magnetism

2024-12-13 at 9:00 AM
Starts In: 02:07:22

Science

Biology Geography

Computer Revision

History

Polity Economics

[ Coming Soon! ’

[ Coming Soon! ’

ﬂ Hi,Bhunesh
e

-

Static GK




Jon Krakauer, Into the INTO

Wild THE WILD

Jon Krakauer

* “Happiness is only real when
shared.” —
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Five-time Haryana Chief
Minister and sndian National
Lok Dal supremo Om Prakash
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State govemment has
declared a public holiday

on Saturday. » PAGE 3

~NEwW DELEE
tndlia and Kuwait ane expected
%0 focus on shoring up tes in a

error (arcrew), acConng o a
report of the Pariamentary
Standing Committee on
Defence that was tabled this
wee s

=vIv
A Russian ballistic missile
attack on Ukraine's capeal Ky
earty on Friday willed at least
one person and wounded 12
hers, officials said. Moscow
claimed it was In response to
Ukrainian strike on Russian sod

rodu
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Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

oth Houses of Par-

lament were ad-

Jjourned sine die on
Friday. in what was one
the frostiest Winter Ses
sions. In his ad-

proceedings for impeach-

Court

[with a siufest on the al-

leged nsult of the ar

of Consttution. Dr
bedkar.

the acrimonious
atmasphere. the govern-
the con-

dress. Rajya Sabha Chatr-
Jag

Spiealier O Ailia baeied o

ster

rllanlen mu from
pro(esllng or holding de-
monstrations within parlia-

of breach of privilege mo-
tions against each other.
The O o o

by debate on the Constitu-
tion's anniversary.
Dicelce - of

pposmon

agatnst M. Dhankhor, Oop-
position notice to Initiate

Houses moved a motion
against  Home  Minister
Amit Shah, while in the

Tensions rum high: INDIA bloc MPs during 3 protest against Home Minister Amit Shah over s remarks
related to B.R. Ambedkar, 3t Visay Chowk in New Delhi on Friday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Lok Sabha, the ruling party
moved a motion against
Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi.

of Houses

Productivity
Only four Bills were passed
in the Lok Sabha and three

Bils fn the Rafys Sabd
productivity e Lok

first six months of the

term, it is the lowest per-
formance in comparison to
the last six Lok Sabhas.
Their analysis _also
shows that Question Hour
did not funcdon in the Ra-
Jj¥a Sabha for 1S of 19 days.
In the Lok Sabha, it did not

function for more than 10
minutes in 12 out of 20
days. No private member’s
business was transacted in
the Sabha

bitterness
aamtons Carier o i the
Iast day too.
On Friday, the Lok Sab-
ha was adjourned within
without

three minutes

even the customary con-
cluding  add: by the
Speaker. as the

Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal to move the reso-
lution to set up a joint com-
mittee of Parllatnent that

I examine the two Bills
on holding

bers about strict action if
any of them d to de-
monserations and protests

within the premises of
Parlizment.

“DO not resort o de-
monstration or p

y gate Mhere’ on
Parliament premises.
the House have to take

serious action,” Mr. Birla
said

public 3
Reflecting on the session,
in his valedictory address,
Rajya Sabha Chairman Mr.
Dhankhar said parliamen-
tarians were “dr. sev-
ere criticism™ from people.
The “-persisment disrup-
cere “stea-
d.uy emdlﬂg public trust in

institu

elections to the Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies.

Before adjourning the
Lok Sabha sine die or inde-
finitely, the Speaker issued
a stern warning to mem-

Hons~
FROSTY AND BITTER
AGE &

RELATED REPORTS
AGE &

Valley shivers

Freezing ower: Shikaras and houseboats mocred on

the partially frozen Dal Lake in Srinagar, on Friday. Kashmir is in the grip of a cold
ssan

waree, with Seinagar recording minus 6.2 Celsius ahead of Chillai Kalan, the 40-day coldest spell in Kashmic. 1voss M

Pakistan ballistic miissile programme is an
emerging threat to U.S., says White House

Press Trust of India

WASHINGTON

Asanrtiog {hunt Pwidatan ia-
veloping aced mis-

Sile technotogy will give It

the capability to strike tar-

gets well beyond South

an emerging threat to the
us.
The remark comes a day

ip aerospace
and defence agency — Na-
tional lopment Com-
plex (NDC) — on of
them contributing to Pakis-
tan’s ball le pro-

Scary proposition:

xaur_m The NDC, based
is

e US. is worried some of the technologies
possessed by Pakistan allow It to strike beyond South Asla. A

to acquire items to advance
akistan's longrange bal-

ble for the bal

It has wmkad

cm
*

of long-rang
missile systems. Over the

last year,
three

against o PAKistant eot
tes that

principal Deputy National
Security Adviser Jon Finer
told a think-tani .
we is-

yesterday.
sued sanc directly
Pak-sum state-

have sanc
Honed & Pakistani state-
owned enterprise tied to
missile development,” he

said_
~Simply put, we are go-

Ing to keep the pressure on

AMr. Finer added that re-
gently, Pakistan has deve-
loped Increasingly sophis-
ticated missile

larger rocket motors.
“1f these © lines con-
tinue, Pakistan will have

tions about Pakistan's in-
tentions,” he said.

SC allows
pleas against
cap on credit
card dues

The Supreme Court on Fri-
gday allowed appeals filed
by banks challenging a
2008 National Consumer
essal Com-
order,
charging
over 30% interest on credit
amounted to un-
fair rade practice under
Consumer Protection
et

A Bench of Justices Bela
Irivedl and Sazish Chandra

Sharma pronounced
et on e banch o

The NCDRC had passed

in 2008 on

banks could

charge the credit card us-

ers mzerest at rates ranging
from 3

such percentages of inter-
st were “usurious’
It finally concluded that
charging interest rates in
excess of 30% per annum
“is an unfair trade prac-
tice™.

It had finally concluded
that “charging of interest at
rates In excess of 30% per

fault and shall not be capi-
calised"”

A copy of the judgment
was awaited at the time of
gomg to print.

€ had found the charg-
Ing of Eyterest with Mot
Iy rests also an unfair trade
practice.

JarPUR

Eleven persons were killed

in an explosion that inten-
sified the blaze.

As the fire spread and
burnt the vehicles as well
as the properties on the

de, causing wides-
pread damage and chaos,
thick black smoke could be
seen rising above National

Highway-48. The flames,
visible from a kilometre
away, lef tocal resi-
dens te

Several dnvers were in-
Jjured. Those who lost their

lives inchaded the passen-
mers in sleeper bus,
which was plying just be-
hind the tanker, and the

11 dead, 30 injured
as gas tanker fire
sweeps highway

Beadty hit: Frefighters dousing the fire at the scodent site on the
Japur-Ajmer Mighway, in Saipur, on Friday. #T.

Jorkers of 2 pipe factory

30 ambulances
and fire brigade vehicles
rushed to the crash zone;
the highway was clased to
regular traffic, leading to
long queues of vehicles.

oty
r aboust an hour.

Seven critical
The injured were shifted to
the Sawai Man Singh Go-
vernment Hospital in Jai-
pur thro a 14-km-long
green corridor created by
the wraffic 2

SMS Hospital's Medical
Superintendent Sushil
Bhati said six of the de-
ceased been identi-

r
identity of others. “As ma-
ny as 29 persons are admit-
ted to the burns ward at
present and seven of them
are in a serious condition.

Chief Minister Bhajan Lal

Sharma visited the acci-
dent site and the SMS Hos-
pital along with Health Mi-
nister Gajendra  Singh
Khimsar.




Pakistan ballistic missile programme is an
emerging threat to U.S., says White House

Press Trust of India
WASHINGTON

Asserting that Pakistan de-
veloping sophisticated mis-
sile technology will give it
the capability to strike tar-
gets well beyond South
Asia, including in the U.S.,
a top White House official
said on Thursday that the
Asian country’s actions are
an emerging threat to the
U.S.

The remark comes a day
after the U.S. slapped sanc-
tions on four Pakistani en-
tities, including the state-
owned flagship aerospace
and defence agency — Na-
tional Development Com-
plex (NDC) — on charges of
them contributing to Pakis-
tan’s ballistic-missile pro-

Scary proposition: The U.S. is worried some of the technologies
possessed by Pakistan allow it to strike beyond South Asia. AFP

gramme. The other three
entities are Akhtar and
Sons, Affiliates Internation-
al and Rockside Enter-
prise. All three are based in
Karachi. The NDC, based
in Islamabad, is responsi-
ble for the ballistic-missile
programme. It has worked

to acquire items to advance
Pakistan’s long-range bal-
listic missile programme.
“As a result, the (Joe) Bi-
den administration has im-
plemented a series of steps
to contend with further de-
velopment of long-range
missile systems. Over the

last year, we have issued
three rounds of sanctions
against non-Pakistani enti-
ties that have provided
support to Pakistan’s ballis-
tic-missile = programme,”
Principal Deputy National
Security Adviser Jon Finer
told a think-tank here.

“And yesterday, we is-
sued sanctions directly
against Pakistan’s state-
owned National Develop-
ment Complex, which the
U.S. assesses is involved in
the development and pro-
duction of Pakistan’s long-
range ballistic missiles, the
first time we have sanc-
tioned a Pakistani state-
owned enterprise tied to
missile development,” he
said.

“Simply put, we are go-

ing to keep the pressure on
Pakistan regarding its long-
range missile programme,
even as we also continue to
seek diplomatic resolu-
tions to address our con-
cerns,” Mr. Finer said.

Mr. Finer added that re-
cently, Pakistan has deve-
loped increasingly sophis-
ticated missile technology,
from longrange ballistic
missile systems to equip-
ment that would enable
the testing of significantly
larger rocket motors.

“If these trend lines con-
tinue, Pakistan will have
the capability to strike tar-
gets well beyond South
Asia, including in the Unit-
ed States, raising real ques-
tions about Pakistan’s in-
tentions,” he said.



Pakistan’s Ballistic Missile Programme: Emerging Threats and U.S. Concerns

qifehEdlal &l dTciiEcsd HABT dRIGH: 3 X 3R 3RS Fr ”ae

Sophisticated Missile Development

e Pakistan is developing advanced missile technology with the capability to strike targets beyond South
Asia, including the U.S.

qifehediel 3edd THATSS dheiieh fAhAd X ET &, g gf&or ofdrar @ @ 3R 3/@Rer
doh o1&l YT HT ley hT &THTT ¢l

e This development is perceived as a direct threat to global security.

Ig Ty aREs @ReT & v T diem Gekn AT 1 @I 8




* U.S. Sanctions

* Recently, the U.S. imposed sanctions on four Pakistani entities, including: ‘
BTel &7 H, 3TARHT & IR UTiehedlsll TN TR JidY S9Ny, AMA &
* National Development Complex (NDC): Based in Islamabad, responsible for

Pakistan'\s baIIis(’tic mlssile\ program. . N
ATl STTTHC Pieteldd (NDC): STATHIAG H TTA, UifehediT & dfeiiTcs

Aase a%H & ot SFAER|
e Other Entities: Akhtar and Sons, Affiliates International, and Rockside Enterprise, all
based in Karachi.

e IV HER US TH, UThfolted Seiaieledd, 3R UhAss TeIdTsaT,
S gt U 7 T gl




* Sanctions were levied for their involvement in advancing Pakistan’s long-range missile
capabilities.

qrferEdleT T ol $r fAASeT STHAT I deldr & H 3T
HﬁW%ﬁtWWﬁi&

* Technology Advancements

. Pak|stan s missile program includes:

qifehedlel &7 AT FAHH AT &

* Long-range ballistic missile systems.

ol ol Y Afeieed [FETST JoTe|

. Testm of larger rocket motors for enhanced strike capabilities.

Hed &l 9{&I0T, ST 9§ g5 $I &THAIT Yeld hld gl




 Strategic Measures by the U.S.

* The Biden administration implemented multiple sanctions against entities
aiding Pakistan’s m|55|le development

S1$3+]_ URMAA o II{hedled & fAASe A & Fgradr el dre
HISAT T s FfAaE oemy|

* Diplomatic efforts are ongoing to address these security concerns while
maintaining pressure on Pakistan.

ST FRETT 3T T HEIAT A & TIT Heslifde 9ad SR &,
T IfehEdid W &a1d §elTT I@T 14T ¢




* Potential Implications

* Continuation of these trends may enable Pakistan to strike targets well
beyond its region.

SoT TSIl T SIRT I@TT ITehedlal T 386 &9 § W e N
8ol ol H F&IH T bl gl

* This raises serious global concerns about Pakistan’s long-term strategic
intentions and its potential threat to U.S. interests.

Jg UTTehEcled *WWW%W%W%
foT gafag @ay W THR aflges RO 3cded ar gl
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New undersea cables to boost
India’s digital connectivity

NEW DELHI

Human error led to
19 of 34 1IAF crashes
in 2017-2022: panel

NEW DEL

of the 34 air acclden:s in-
Indi. Air

o 3 e elecom Secretary Neeraj rnn:e AAF) belvuee—n 2017
Tabla maestro Zakir Hussain o i e e e
laid to rest in San Francisco creasing year tional Body f able to human error (air-
e r, India’s Submarine Cable Resi- crew). This includes lhe

Zakix' Humestes was laid €0 Test on Thimsdey af &

cemetery as growing. Two new cable international Telecomma- the country’s first - v
Shvamant (ar contre picture) and other Srrices Systems are set to be nication Union. IT Secre- | Chiefof Defence Staff, Gen-  General Sipin Rawat
performed on their drums at a little distance launched in the coming tary S. Krishnan asked at | eral Bipin Rawar, accord-

away in a tribute to the tabla maestro.
dsed ata 0 ho:

w

San Francisc

Hussain
on Monday due

arising from

v fibrosis. He was 73. He was laid to rest

pulmonary
at the Fernwood cemetery in San Francisco on
ar

Thursday. of
Hussain's funeral to pay their last respects. Mr.

Sivamani said, “Rhythm is God. lhallxy

bhai.

1learned a kot In our journ

three months: the India
Asia Xpress (IAX) and the
India Eur

the two continents.

an’ event earlier
month, “Are we
within the country that all
services within this coun-
try can be offered even in
the event of a dis

this

AMi17 chopper crash ¢

ing to a report of the Parlia-

the crash occurred due to

Committee on Defence.

Nine of the crashes dur-
ing this period were due to
technical defect, said the
report that was tabled in

3y india

Ex
Player in the region. B vELANKANN: 2AS

The Bangladeshi govern-

s week.
The Mi17V5 helicopter

now:™ e cable security  and ment recently put on hold | with General Rawat. his
resilience. gannath Panda, head of the South China Sea re- by Internet :er‘rlce wife AL, Rawat,

Both ccalis aysseink,. the Swedeibased Smck - glon, sadIndiak peoscrie iders in that 12 others, including his

cumulatively over 15,000 holm Center for South Closely ko sell bandwidth to North. | staff, the

role  will be
w

~ in

<ha
conditions that

weather

S - Kilometres in leng(h are  Asian and Indo-Pacific Af- a d, and India won't  east 2, according to re- | crew. was en route to the

FS_S'“ seeks quarte ':ldta on owned by Rel Jio, fairs (SCSA-IPA) wrote re- shy away from taking a ports from local media. Services Staff Col- ent
rejected. expired food items with a strategic ln\&sx:menl cently. The new cable sys-  leading role there,” hesaid.  This setback, h le, from Su- n addition to these acci-
from China Mobile. The tems bolster India‘s In March, three subma- limited impact for India, lur on December 8, 2021, dents, the IAF also lost a
To ensure that rejected and expired food items IAX connects Chennal and  ~defense strategy in terms  rine cables connecting In- said Suvesh Chattopad- | when it crashed in the Nil-  MIG-2I fighter jet and a
are not being rebranded and sold for public Mumbai with Smnespore. of the resilience of the ca-  dia to West Asia and Eu-  hyaya, an undersea cable | gris in Tamil Nadu close to  Mi-I7_helicopter on Febru-
onsum) Food Safety and Stan Thailand, and Malaysia in  bles against physical dam-  rope were _ disrupted, veteran. North- | the destinat ay 27, 2019 cuwing the ac-
Aottty o Todie (FSSAD T2 dirececd sl Ao, and e IEX commacts st o el Sirapdons e traffic o . east States are already tri- sen'll;es mquiry. dogfight with the Pakis-
licensed food manufacturers and importers to them with France, (‘m from cyberatt: te incident had an served by laid on top headed ir Marshal un Alr Force over Line
submic data on such Saudi Arabia. Egypt. gr mon-state actors”. Mr.  {mpact on India's interna-  of the Power Grid Corpora- Manvendsa Singh, then Alr  of Control (Loc, a day af-
through an online portal. As per the FSSAL the Djfbouti. This adds to the  Pandaweors bra paper for th, crafic  tion of ndias transmission | Officer ~Commanding-in- ter the Balakot air serike by
e i e THEs by ared s - (RAHIty dozens of cables landing in Marine Policy journal. T lowed through Aker.  Hace, and. this Bbre ac of Training - the 1AF. The MIG-21 flown
of products failing internal qualicy testing: India, mainly in Mumbai “India is emerging as a  nate routes, with data  ‘Couts for “handveds of g | mand, was ordered by the by Group Captain Abhi-

volume of expired or returned products from the and Chennai strong maritime cable net-  centres within India itself  gabits” per second of con- | IAF to investigate the nandan Varthaman (then
Tood supply chain: and detailed records of The cable expansions work player in the region,”  also buffering against dis-  nectivity, mr. | crash. Wing Commander) was
product . including destruction, auction, not only reflect growing  Mr. P: inaninter- ruptions for key Internet  Chattopadhyaya sasd, suffi- On January 14, 2022, the  shot and fell across
or alternative wse, with specific buyer and waste traffic, but akso increased  view. “There will be focus  services. The alarm over clent for current connec- | IAF stated that according  the LoC in Pakistan-occu-
disposal agency inform: geopolitical ambition. Ja-  in the Bay of Bengal and  disruptions to connectivity  tivity needs._ to the preliminary findings  pied Kashmir.

Bombay HC dismisses UAE

firm's plea on Dharavi project

The Bombay High Court on Friday gave a green
signal to the Adani Grou; tinue with th

Dharavi Red,

son Bencl
Upadhyaya and Justice Amit Borkar observed

Defence Ministry
signs I7,629-cr. pact
for 100 artillery guns

Calcutta High Court allows
junior doctors to hold
protest over R.G. Kar issue

Rajkot police

that it cannot be sald that the tender conditions higher rate of fire and Press Trust of India
for the Dharavi Redevelopment Project were NEW DELF will be able to operate In RAIKOT
“tailor-made" to suit only a particular bidder. sub-zero temperature In | XOLEATA

Adani Properties Pvi. Lid.. as claimed by the Defence Ministry on  high-altitude areas to its Senior journalist Mahesh
United Arab Emirates-based firm SecLink Friday d a 7.629- full potential, the Ministry | The Calcurta High Court on Langa, who is already in
Technologies Corporation. The Bench ruled that crove act with Larsen  said. The project will gen- | Friday allowed re; jadl in an alleged G and

there was no “arbitrariness, unreasonableness or

pes ¥ in the s
dectsion to award the project to the Adani Group.

erate employment of more
lakh man-days

representa-
thoey oflhe Weet Bengal ju-
Front

Services Tax scam in Guja-
rat, was arrested by the
Rajkot police

than nine
K9 VajraT selfpropelled  over a period of four years (wsypn m hold pro[eﬂs in 9l pol in another
tracked sy guns for  and rti- of Kol- case of GST evaslon regis-
the Indsa; 3 clpation of various Indian I(a(a over lhe rape and tered by the Crime Branch
“The of murder of a trainee doctor last month, said an offictal
- 1 S Vi i K9 VAJRA-T will catalyse Mbl\(bs it adde: at the R.G. Kar Medical Col- on Fi

36 crore beneficiaries verified the artillery modernisation e helehroftansions | Tage amd Tiospital Gafler  TheWest Sengal lumior Doctors Frant holds 2 protestin Kafkata's A team of the Rajkot
under PM-JAY, says Minister enhance overall opera-  in ezsxe . the ,\,, this year bur restricted Esplanade area on Friday. DERASISH SHADURI Crime Branch took Mr.
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New undersea cables to boost
India’s digital connectivity

Two new submarine cable systems will provide additional Internet links to Asia and Europe

even as India takes a more active role in discussions on undersea cable resilience and security

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

ith data use in-
w creasing year
on year, India’s

undersea cable network is
growing. Two new cable
systems are set to be
launched in the coming
three months: the India
Asia Xpress (IAX) and the
India Europe Xpress (IEX),
both connecting India with
additional Internet links to
the two continents. This
comes even as India takes a
more active role in discus-
sions around submarine

cable  security and
resilience.
Both cable systems,

cumulatively over 15,000
kilometres in length, are
owned by Reliance Jio,
with a strategic investment
from China Mobile. The
IAX connects Chennai and
Mumbai with Singapore,
Thailand, and Malaysia in
Asia, and the IEX connects
them with France, Greece,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and
Djibouti. This adds to the
dozens of cables landing in
India, mainly in Mumbai
and Chennai.

The cable expansions
not only reflect growing
traffic, but also increased
geopolitical ambition, Ja-

G &

Experts say India is emerging as a strong maritime cable network

player in the region. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

gannath Panda, head of
the Sweden-based Stock-
holm Center for South
Asian and Indo-Pacific Af-
fairs (SCSA-IPA) wrote re-
cently. The new cable sys-
tems bolster India’s
“defense strategy in terms
of the resilience of the ca-
bles against physical dam-
ages or digital disruptions
from cyberattacks by state
or non-state actors”, Mr.
Panda wrote in a paper for
the Marine Policy journal.
“India is emerging as a
strong maritime cable net-
work player in the region,”
Mr. Panda said in an inter-
view. “There will be focus
in the Bay of Bengal and

the South China Sea re-
gion, and India’s proactive
role will be closely
watched, and India won’t
shy away from taking a
leading role there,” he said.

In March, three subma-
rine cables connecting In-
dia to West Asia and Eu-
rope were disrupted,
impacting traffic to India.
While that incident had an
impact on India’s interna-
tional bandwidth, traffic
still flowed through alter-
nate routes, with data
centres within India itself
also buffering against dis-
ruptions for key Internet
services. The alarm over
disruptions to connectivity

has been felt worldwide,
and India is no exception.
Telecom Secretary Neeraj
Mittal is part of the Interna-
tional Advisory Body for
Submarine Cable Resi-
lience established by the
International Telecommu-
nication Union. IT Secre-
tary S. Krishnan asked at
an event earlier this
month, “Are we stable
within the country that all
services within this coun-
try can be offered even in
the event of a disruption?”

Bangladesh connection
The Bangladeshi govern-
ment recently put on hold
plans by Internet service
providers in that country
to sell bandwidth to North-
east India, according to re-
ports from local media.
This setback, however, has
limited impact for India,
said Suvesh Chattopad-
hyaya, an undersea cable
industry veteran. North-
east States are already
served by fibre laid on top
of the Power Grid Corpora-
tion of India’s transmission
lines, and this fibre ac-
counts for “hundreds of gi-
gabits” per second of con-
nectivity, Mr.
Chattopadhyaya said, suffi-
cient for current connec-
tivity needs.



New Undersea Cables to Boost India's Digital Connectivity

IRT T Bfca FaTFeddr &I Ferar ¢ & v a5 3sWT hded

Introduction

Two new submarine cable systems to enhance India's internet connectivity with Asia
and Europe:

e India Asia Xpress (IAX) connects Chennai and Mumbai with Singapore, Thailand, and Malaysia in Asia.
e India Europe Xpress (IEX) links India with France, Greece, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Djibouti in Europe.

« Al Shelel TOECH TRIAT 3R JUT § HRA HT AT FellFeidel Hl Aslgd S|



* Features of the Cable Systems
* Combined length: Over 15,000 kilometers.

« FaSs ods 15,000 e @ o]

 Owned by Reliance Jio, with strategic investment from China Mobile.

« Ry AT & Ea1ffca #, AT ABd 8 WETde =@aeT|

* Enhances both bandwidth and geopolitical connectivity.

- Jsfa5y IR H-USEITas FAfeeiddl H Aslgd T ¢l




* Importance of the Cable Systems

* Increased global connectivity helps India’s emerging role as a maritime
network leader in the region.

- ARG FATFefadr H defT 9RA &I &1 H FHGT Acdd Adl &
T H 3T # Acg T B

* Focus on Bay of Bengal and South China Sea region as strategic areas.

o 9T hT @IS 3T T DT IR 87 W WETdeh AT |




Challenges and Resilience Measures

Three submarine cables connecting India to West Asia disrupted in March 2023, impacting
traffic.

- AR 2023 #H AR 3N qREA TRAT & SIS arell dlel Gelgedl shacd
CUBCECE]

India's defense strategy includes protection from physical damages and cyberattacks.

* SR I & AT # s &Ifd 3 AR gAT & TR&T AMAT g

IT Secretary emphasized the need for stability in domestic services during disruptions.

341%&%%3 o AT & NI BXe] Har3il # FEudr &1 3aRTehal W
|




* Economic and Geopolitical Impact

* Provides hundreds of gigabits per second connectivity to key regions in

India.
+ R & HEcaqul &40 &l Hehgl IEMfae 9fd Aehs waifeelider
geTel Tl gl
* Helps maintain India's position in the international digital infrastructure
Iandscape

meﬁmﬁﬁaﬁddm G H Acg
h{dl ol



 Bangladesh Connection

e Recent disruptions in internet services in Bangladesh had limited impact on India.

o A H Sclolc a3l H gl I ST Al ARG 9T AT 9319 93T

* Northeast India continues to be served by fiber laid along the Power Grid Corporation lines.

+ Jafd} #ARA Fl 9raX A8 SRUARLTA oSl & a1y fToE 315 ®Ea gan
Fare Ao W
* This development strengthens India's digital backbone and positions it as a proactive player
in global internet connectivity.

g A IRd &1 3fece qg il AT Har g 3R dfRas sexaie
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‘He aspired to be just
1% of Babasaheb, but
police killed him™: A
family seeks justice

In Parbhani's Dalit areas, allegations
of police brutality do the rounds

SIDDHANT KONDUSKAR
PARSHANI, DECEMBER 20
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Amid protests, Speaker
issues warning, Dhankhar
flags ‘severe criticism’

=na. - On Friday, reply-
ing to a discussion on the
Parbhani incident in the
Maharashera Assembly. Chief
Minsster Devendra Fadnavi

NEW DEL HI. DECEMBER 20

THE WINTER session of
Parliament came 1o an Acrimo-
rous end Friday when the two

Somnath was

tited the lmmediate cause of
death as “shock following mul-
tiple injuries™.

Somnath’s death triggered
procests in Parbhani town as it
Solicrared iegalaneof wide-

om
And other aie
s, 2t Tt Tt coampistned

ment has set up an SIT to probe
the inciders, oo
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after a few minutes of business
amid the faceolT between the
rufing NDA and the Opposition.
The divide appeared to have
Geepened 3 day after they
clashed on the premises of

of insulting Dr 8 R Amibedkar.
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Amid the din. Speaker Om
Birta allowed Luw Minister Asjun
Ram £0 move the pro-
Posal that ¢ the Bills reiared to
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Five-time Haryana CM and INLD
patriarch O P Chautala dies at 89

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBSER 20

ENDIAN NATIONAL Lok Dal
[(INLD) supremo and five-time

doeninant figuee of Haryana
politics for over five decades.
Chautala was born to former

a1

e OV
and one of the taliest jat and
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Ont PrAaxASH
CHAUTALA
19352024

farmer leaders of Haryana.
It was in 1968 that Chausala
fought his first political bartle

sidlered his father's bastion. on 3
Janata Pasty ticket He. hawever,
1ot 1o Lakchand Khor of Vishal
Haryana Party. formed by formes
M Rao Birender Singh Chautala

challenged the election in High

Since then, the journey of
Chautala — the muan with 90
poysical disability who couldnt

while seeking lensency after he

Crime Branch to investigate BJP’s
FIR against Rahul, Cong complaint

Make scuffle footage public, says Cong;
BJP gives notice against Rahul, Kharge

PRAGYNESH.
ASAD REHMAN &

LALMANI VERMA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20

DAY after it registered an FIR
2gainst Leader of Opposition

ferred the case to irs Crime

12 killed in explosion
on Jaipur highway after
LPG tanker-truck crash

PARUL KULSHRESTHA
JAIPUR, DECEMBER 20

AT 5:45 AM — 15 minutes after

Saiper-Asmer haghway 1o board
2 truck to take o back home

- Monum..uﬂygm a distress-
ing call: there had been an.
sion and that Harlal was
mowhere to be found.
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highwsy: According toollicials, 12

Sk

was of P
2

froem Ellenabad,

LG tanseer while
it was taking a U-turn on the

Duemit in the accident.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

New game in town: Opinion trading sees
surge in users, funding — under the radar

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20
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Near the slopes of the Caucasus, a hotel tragedy
at a ski resort reveals India-Georgia connection
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ANJU AGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR, DECEMBER 20
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near the spow-clad Caucasus
Eountains. i was per
Raps a pipe dream for most
Endian tourists and medical stu-
dents in Georgia.
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temple matter
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TATWAN LAWMAKERS CLASH

Lawmakers from DPP use chairs to block the entrance as members of KMT try to break into
the Legislature in Taipei on Friday. DPP lawmakers got into the building Thursday night in
an attempt to block any votes on three Bills pushed by the NP including one that critics say
would paralyse the Constitutional Court. Lai Ching-te, from DPP, is the President. Reuters




Global

Estimates on
International
Migrant
Workers :ILO




* Global Estimates on International Migrant Workers report released by the
International Labour Organization (ILO).

* Major Findings

e Labor Force : : In 2022, international migrants made up 4.7% of the global
labor force, totaling 167.7 million, an increase of over 30 million since 2013.

e Of the 167.7 million migrants, 102.7 million were men and 64.9 million
were women.



* Regional Trends: :Europe and Central Asia hosted 34.5% of migrant workers
(57.8 million).

 The share of migrants in Northern, Southern, and Western Europe
increased from 22.5% in 2013 to 23.3% in 2022, while other regions saw
slight declines.

* More than 68% of migrants were in high-income countries, primarily in
Northern, Southern, and Western Europe; North America; and the Arab
States.



Sector Employment: 68.4% of migrant workers were employed in
the services sector, particularly in care and domestic work, with
30% of migrant women and 12.4% of migrant men in this sector.

Comparisons to Non-Migrants: 19.2% of non-migrant women and
6.2% of non-migrant men were employed in care and domestic
work.




Issues and Concerns

Higher Unemployment Rates: Migrants faced a higher unemployment rate (7.2%) than
non-migrants (5.2%), with women more affected.

Gender Disparities in Employment: Migrant women had an employment-to-population
ratio of 48.1%, compared to 73% for migrant men.

Barriers to Employment: Gender disparities may be driven by factors like language
barriers, unrecognized qualifications, discrimination, limited childcare options, and
gender-based expectations.



National Tansen Samman




Renowned tabla player of Indian classical music Pt. S wapan Choudhary of
Kolkata was honoured with the “National Tansen Samman” for the year 2023.

About National Tansen Samman

Established in: 1980.

An honorarium of five lakh rupees, citation plaque and shawl-shriphal was
presented.

The award is established by the Madhya Pradesh government in the name of
Music Emperor Tansen, awarded in the field of Indian classical music.




* Tansen

e Tansen (16th Century) was a legendary Indian classical
musician and one of the “Navaratnas” (nine jewels) in the
court of the Mughal Emperor Akbar.

* He was a disciple of the great musician Swami Haridas and is
often credited with bringing the dhrupad style of music to
prominence.




Tansen is known for his
mastery of Hindustani
classical music and for his
contributions to the
development of several
ragas.

Tansen was honored with
the prefix ‘Miyan’ from
Emperor Akbar and from
that day onwards he came
to be known as
MiyanTansen.




Goa Liberation Day




* Goa Liberation Day is celebrated every year on December 19 to mark
the freedom of Goa from Portuguese rule in 1961.

* Background

* The Portuguese arrived in Goa under Afonso de Albuquerque in
1510, making it one of their longest-held overseas territories.

* While India gained independence in 1947, Goa, along with Daman
and Diu, remained under Portuguese control.



* Operation Vijay

* It was the code name for the military action undertaken by India to
liberate Goa.

* The operation began on December 17, 1961, and lasted for two days.

* On December 19, 1961, the Portuguese Governor-General Manuel
Antonio Vassalo e Silva surrendered to Indian forces.



* Integration into India
 After liberation Goa, Daman, and Diu were declared a Union Territory.

* In 1987, Goa was granted statehood, becoming the 25th state of
India.

e However, Daman and Diu continue to remain Union Territories.



Travel and Tourism Development Index
(TTDI) 2024




* India is ranked 39th among 119 countries in the 2024 Travel and
Tourism Development Index (TTDI) report by the World Economic
Forum (WEF).

* Travel and Tourism Development Index (TTDI) 2024

* Introduced in 2022, TTDI is an evolution of the Travel & Tourism
Competitiveness Index (TTCl), which has been published biennially
since 2007.



Enabling
Environment

Travel & Tourism (T&T) Development Index framework

T&T Policy and
Enabling Conditions

Infrastructure
and Services

T&T Resources

T&T Sustainability



Change

since 2019° le.;:rf[r)c')m

Rank Economy Score? Rank Score Avg. (%)
1 United States 524 0 -05% 32.3%
Spain 518 0 09% 30.6%
Japan 509 0 -03% 28.5%
France 507 2 08% 28.0%

N Australia 500 2 0.8% 26.0%




Standing Committee on Railways




* The Standing Committee on Railways presented its latest report in
Parliament, highlighting inefficiency in Railways.

* About Standing Committee Report on Railways:

* Freight Train Speed:

* Average speed over the past 11 years: 25.14 km/h.

* Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFC):
e Eastern DFC: Completed.

* Western DFC: 102 km section to be completed by December 2025.



* Revenue Insights:
 2023-24 revenue from freight: X1,68,293 crore.
 2024-25 target: X1,80,000 crore.

e Recommendation:

» Keep general class fares affordable.

* Align AC class fares with operational costs to reduce passenger
segment losses.



* Research and Development (R&D):

* Budget allocation for 2024-25: X72.01 crore.
* Actual spending: X39.12 crore (2022-23) and X28.34 crore (2023-24).
e Recommendation:

* Invest prudently in R&D for modernization and efficiency.



India’s First Fully Solar-Powered
Border Village



* Masali village in Gujarat’s
Banaskantha district has become
India’s first fully solar-powered
border village under the PM
Suryaghar Yojana.
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About Masali Village: Location: Banaskantha district, Gujarat, 40 km from the Pakistan
border.

Solarisation Scheme: Solar rooftops installed on 119 houses under the PM Suryaghar
Yojana, generating over 225 kilowatts of electricity.

Significance:First solar-powered border village in India.

Promotes renewable energy and self-sufficiency in energy needs.

Part of the Border Development Project to solarize 11 villages in Vav taluka and six in
Suigam taluka.

Boosts energy security in remote, strategic border areas






* The Supreme Court of India ruling stated that coconut oil in small
bottles is to be taxed as edible oil (5% GST) unless explicitly labeled
and marketed as hair oil, which would attract an 18% GST.






e Case Background:

* The dispute centred on whether coconut oil, packaged in quantities from 5
ml to 2 litres, should be taxed as edible oil or hair oil under GST and
the Central Excise Tariff Act, 1985.

 The Revenue Department argued for higher taxation (18%) by categorizing it
as hair oil.



 GST Issue:

* Edible oil is taxed at 5% under GST, while hair oil attracts an 18% GST
rate.

e Classification confusion arose for small-sized coconut oil packages
with dual-use potential.



e Coconut oil not explicitly marketed as hair oil is classified under edible oil and
taxed at 5%.

e Packaging size (small or large) alone cannot determine classification. Clear
labelling is crucial for classification as hair oil.

e Aligns with Harmonized System of Nomenclature (HSN) for global consistency.

e The coconut palm is a remarkable and versatile crop found in tropical
regions across the globe.

e Kerala state in India is a leading producer of coconuts, coconut oil and their
products.

e World ranking in coconut production: Indonesia > Philippines > India > Brazil.
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* What is the significance of Goa Liberation Day celebrated on December
197

19 f&HeR I AAT ST dTel AT AP Raw &1 Aged F1 87

* A. Liberation of Goa from Portuguese rule / gﬁ?ﬂ?-ﬁ M T INGT Y

B. Goa's integration into India as a state / AT FT TF AT F T H
HRT H TehIhoT .
C. Signing of the Goa Treaty / MaT AT 9T §EATER

D. Establishment of Goa as a Union Territory / AT &I T g arfad
YU F T A YT FTT




e Under which military operation was Goa liberated from Portuguese
control?

INaT &l GadlTell [HIF0T § AFd A & AT fohg S
HATT & dgd FRas H IS M2
* A. Operation Vuay/3-lTCI'l'QF-l' CISE]

B. Operation Meghdoot / AT9YerT

C. Operation Cactus / 3TUQIT $heed
D. Operation Blue Star / 3IT9erT se] ¥CR




. Whicfj_*xrear was Goa granted statehood in India?

INAT Al AR H TT T cal R ayv YereT har ar?

* A. 1961
B. 1972
C. 1987
D. 1990



* What was the main focus of the Travel and Tourism Development
Index (TTDI) 2024, in which India ranked 39th?

I 3R Gied ReR ga&& (TTDI) 2024, TS HH #ARA 399
Tl 9 YET, ol & RTT AT AT?

» A. Enhancing global connectivity / 3/®a% wafFefadl &1 aeEr

et
B. Boosting digital infrastructure / fefoieer Elﬁ'il'ﬁﬁ e & Ferdar

et
. Sustainability in tourism development / ied Qe 7 rdar

C
D. Promoting rural tourism / ITHIOT GdeT T Fer@r el




* What is the average speed of freight trains as per the Standing

Committee on Railways report? ‘
%W?ﬁaﬁ%aﬁﬁqﬁ%wmaﬁsﬂw
Fdl &

* A. 20.5 km/h
B. 25.14 km/h
C. 28.7 km/h
D. 30.2 km/h



* India’s first fully solar-powered border village, Masali, is located in
which district?

HRA T_Tgell JUId: AN Foil Aleld AT g FHATel ford
forer & feurg §7

* A. Kutch / =&

B. Banaskantha / JATHSIST
C. Surat / {Id
D. Junagadh [ STalTdTE




* Under the PM Suryaghar Yojana,
how much electricity is generated
by solar rooftops in Masali village?

fed IR AT & agd
AT 39 H Aol Fheld

b fohdell fosTell 3cest gldl &7
* A. 150 kW

B. 200 kW

C. 225 kW
D. 250 kW




* . What GST rate is applied to coconut oil labeled as edible oil?

@led dd & & H REAd RIS dof W il AT STHET &I
oITa] BT 872

* A. 5%

B. 12%

C. 18%

D. 28%



e According to the ILO report on migrant workers, what percentage of
the global labor force were international migrants in 20227

HISUST hl JardT HTASI W RUIC & HAAIR, 2022 H 3Rah
FH T BT Tohder TiAerd HaRTSET yardtr o472

*A.3.5%
B.4.7%
C.5.5%
D. 6.2%




* Which classical music style did Tansen, the legendary Indian musician,
bring into prominence?

ey HARAT HINdeR dieidel o fhd AT FIfta Al
FHEAT feers?

 A. Thumri / m
B. KhayaI/EF!ITFI'

C. Dhrupad / g9¢
D. Tarana /FITI?lT




Fun Fact



* Truth: Awards are subjective and

_ depend on industry politics,
MYth 9: Awards like the Oscars marketing campaigns, and voting

determine the "best" films bodies. Some incredible films have
been overlooked while others are
hyped for awards.




Class24 Premium

SSC SUPER 50 BATCH

- Video Course-2000/- S < 4000 < 666080

rt % y
- Books -¥4000/- | ﬁ
- Hours - 700 WEDNESD «
-PYP-Last5Yrs USE CODE:
- Test - Unlimited 5[‘-5“ Enroll Now

Enroliment Close — CLASS24
Wed neSday by bhunesh sir




- SSC CGL 24999 ¥2500
muunmmu BATCH

(J Have a Coupon Code?

tp G s Course Information
’ . ,

"ﬁ 40% OFF y.

\ \\ USE CODE s B 4 O @ Course level: Beginners to Advance

CLASS24 | % 2 5 c GI’— ?I 499,_ 7 &) Language: English+Hindi

= Team: Class24

© Vvalidity: 12 Months

\\

SSC CGL GK/GS Foundation Course

@ Class24: Team (© SSC CGL GK/GS Foundation Course * & % K (4.8)



® Class24

Home

Exams v Current Affairs  Buy a course v

Blog

Live Test About us

SSC CGL GK/GS Foundation Course

ﬂ Hi,Bhunesh

-

Current Affairs

Computer Knowledge

chemistry Cl-1

2024-12-13 at 11:30 AM
Starts In: 04:37:22

Electricity and Magnetism

2024-12-13 at 9:00 AM
Starts In: 02:07:22

Science

Biology Geography

Computer Revision

History

Polity Economics

‘ Coming Soon! }

‘ Coming Soon! }

Static GK



ﬁ

ank
o you




