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* Which judicial body raised concerns about the Lokpal's authority
over judges, citing threats to judicial independence?

+ & T kPUIS A TAT SHRIEPRIST 56 solied STHS § o8I 1 oiees
VIRRECHET 65 T 55 942 59U S BB W A6Fd U3 589

* A. Supreme Court of Indla / Shelele S ESIDEW
B. Delhi High Court /852»"&-32
C. Lok Sabha Ethics Committee / B G hd WPFS od RPP

D. Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) / WE‘ eSded © TH
3ICVC)



e Who was the first female Chief Minister of India?

* hltle S& TUe SPPRId WESHe SA° ofH

* A. Sucheta Kripalani /WE@W

B. Sheila Dikshit / WW
C. Mamata Banerjee / ®Rsled 0¥ o-[]

D. Rekha Gupta /*E'a' 5



* Rekha Gupta recently took oath as the Chief Minister of which
Indian state/UT?

» BT UG IR UGWPE § Fltleed TEPTSS; TPE © ST 55 VRORS
5T F W T ued

* A. Uttar Pradesh / &'UEI' $EC
B. Delhi /85'@"
C. Madhya Pradesh / I $&C
D. Jharkhand / SgElgF  ~



* Which global tech company has introduced a new quantum
computing chip named ‘Majorana 1’?

+ B E WCT ©3F 5 SHETe S UTHSRET 19 5965 S T &5H
&E'e'amgviavﬁr

. A IBM
B. Google
C. Microsoft
D. Intel



 What is the primary objective of Microsoft’s ‘Majorana 1’ quantum
computing chip?

» TERESIGO! 35 THSEET 1 S0l SAARD SEF 59 WK &85 WU

NS A

* A. Enhancing gaming performance / WP scolt SeA 0 uded
B. Improving Al-powered image processing / gv g’qw AAEle 30
s EWHL WBERTH
C. M|n|m|zmg computational errors in quantum computing / &% Egﬁw
WY ‘3"3 W?HBEIEW E'EIW

00000



 Which high-powered committee has been formed by IRDAI to
review key provisions of the Insurance Act, 1938?

« (GRS TN 1938 STTWE STIRTTASE STed ST4F IRDAI
BEESAS 37 &7 DERAT PRBF [¥IE UT Wl

s A. Dmesh Khara Committee /3ESC G dUd P>RPF
B. Raghuram Rajan Committee /ER&iBGI'EEF‘ RPP
C. Shaktikanta Das Committee / CHZSHF <6 m
D. Ajay Bhushan Pandey Committee / 2 & I WT EHS PIPE



* India is strengthening its cooperation with Argentina in which
crucial resource exploration?

+ e %6 § TUIEAT RaR © 5% O%c WR JEeSd S33d® QUET
a—wgsrmla’tﬁr

e A. Crude Oil /S S esT
B. Uranium / T658% I
C. Lithium /3RPoIRT
D. Natural Gas / STSFS ®E



* Which Indian government ministry recently warned OTT platforms regarding
prohibited content?

+ %8 g Tl GUSTUE SR S U VR S6e6 B L IUH 55 S Y OUIEE S B Y
et ced
* A. Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) /WF > © gop TAAIT STMeitY)

B. Ministry of Information & Broadcasting (1&B Mmlstry) /[ GESI T sEauy T
IM1&B Ministry)

C. Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) / SFT3RGTd STMHA)
D. Ministry of Law and Justice / Sd%F $HWW



 What is the primary concern of the Indian government regarding OTT content?

* T 60 SATIZe S B U holtleed SHSAY So TR Hgkd W WH

* A. High subscription costs / &% ¢ ¢ ped &g

B. Lack of regional content / W ng ST

C. Obscene and substance abuse-related content /R B&RledTH ‘W'W?B’
Rt SR ¢ caze

D. Excessive advertisements / 2 PRS SIS



Argentina is part of which major lithium-rich region?

PRSI § SR APEUCUCH & 59 FIE Ol

AN S

A. Ring of Fire /YW © 0 0ddYH
B. Lithium Triangle /3RPREIRST S50

C. Silicon Valley of Minerals / ¢3S sgliS® SAISOS e
D. Andean Metallic Belt / S¥FIS TBpHS B




% To deny people
their human rights
is to deny their

very humanity. ¢ o
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USAID meddling charge ‘deeply troubling’: MEA

US. DOGE says it cancelled $21 million in USAID funds for ‘voter turnout’ in India; MEA declines to comment on whether the govt. is reviewing USAID's ongoing partnerships

with multiple Ministries; data available online indicate that USAID allocated about $650 million to India since 2020, about one-fifth of its total funding to country since 2001

Suhasini Haid

NEW DELHI

he Centre on Fri-

day said it was in-

vestigating “very
deeply troubling” allega-
tions made by the U.S. go-
vernment that the United
States Agency for Interna-
tional Development
(USAID) planned to spend
$21 million on funding “vo-
ter turnout” in India.

This expenditure has
been cancelled by the U.S.
Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency (DOGE)
run by billionaire Elon
Musk, in a decision shared
in a post on X on Monday.

In the Indian govern-
ment’s first reaction to the
DOGE post, the Ministry of
External Affairs said that
different departments are
“looking into” the informa-
tion shared, but declined
to comment on whether
India would cancel a num-
ber of MoUs and agree-
ments on USAID funding

= The Elon Musk-led Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE)'s list

Under

a ClO u d on spending mentions *$21 million
for voter turnout in India’

Several USAID funding | = U.S. President Donald Trump on

agreements from the Thursday raised concerns, terming

the fund a ‘kickback scheme’ under
the Biden administration

® The DOGE also mentioned $29
million for ‘strengthening polit-
ical landscape in Bangladesh’,

past years
remain
*  in effect

made with various Minis-
tries over the past few
years, many of which are
still current.

Serious concerns

“We have seen information
that has been put out by
the U.S. administration re-
garding certain USAID ac-
tivities and funding,” MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said. “These are ob-
viously very deeply trou-
bling. This has led to

and $19 million for ‘biodi-

versity conservation’ in
Nepal. It also noted that
allitems in the list have
been cancelled

BJP, Cong. lock horns over
report on USAID money

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The BJP on Friday
dismissed claims that the
$21-million USAID fund
was for Bangladesh and
accused Congress of
“anti-India” activities.

Congress claimed, that the
BJP’s narrative was aimed
to distract from its own
use of foreign funds to
destabilise Congress
governments.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 4

concerns about foreign in-
terference in India’s inter-
nal affairs,” he added.

The MEA also would not
comment on a media re-
port that suggested the in-
formation shared by DOGE
was false, as the USAID
funding had been sent to
Bangladesh, not India.

Mr. Jaiswal said that “re-
levant departments and
agencies are looking into
this matter,” and their re-
ports were awaited.

In its post, the DOGE
said that “U.S. taxpayer
dollars were going to be
spent on the following
items, all of which have
been cancelled,” including
“$486M to the ‘Consorti-
um for Elections and Polit-
ical Process Strengthening’
[CEPPS], including $22M
for ‘inclusive and partici-
patory political process’ in
Moldova and $2IM for vo-
ter turnout in India”.

While the DOGE has not

furnished any details of
what this “voter turnout”
funding was meant for, it
named CEPPS, funded by
USAID, as the donor agen-
cy to India.

Both the USAID and
CEPPS websites have been
taken down since the
DOGE ordered a “freeze”
on USAID activities.

Data still available on-
line, however, indicate that
USAID has allocated about
$650 million to India since

2020, about one-fifth of its
total funding to India of
$2.86 billion since 2001.

The MEA declined to
respond to a specific ques-
tion from The Hindu about
whether these partner-
ships would now be re-
viewed, saying “it would
be premature to make a
public comment at this
stage”.

As recently as Septem-
ber 2024, the Quad Sum-
mit included USAID’s
pledge of $1.58 billion for
the vaccine alliance, in-
cluding HPV vaccines for
young girls.

In June 2024, USAID re-
presentatives were part of
the iCET (Initiative for Crit-
ical and Emerging Tech-
nology) meeting chaired
by National Security Advis-
er Ajit Doval and his then-
U.S. counterpart Jake Sulli-
van. USAID partnered with
India as co-chair of the
Coalition for Disaster Resi-
lient Infrastructure’s Go-
verning Council and Exec-

utive Committee from
2022 to 2024.

In addition, a number of
Ministries have signed
MoUs with USAID in recent
years, including the MEA's
Development Partnership
Administration for pro-
moting “global stability
and prosperity” in coun-
tries in Asia and Africa; the
Education Ministry for
funding IITs, particularly
IIT Gandhinagar; the Mi-
nistry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare for agri-
cultural training; the De-
partment of Science and
Technology under the Go-
vernment-to-Government
India-U.S. Science and
Technology Forum; and
the Ministry of Health for
Tuberculosis and HIV pro-
jects, among others.
USAID is also partnering
with the Prime Minister’s
500 Cities National Urban
Development Mission and
Clean India Campaign Ur-
ban for water and sanita-
tion projects.



* |1] U.S. Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) Cancels $21M
USAID Fund

e CEI-XC] EEI'S’EEI' 3’3‘ DOGE E'a? %'521 ARPET IS 33' USAID [P0
L4 '5'?3[
e USAID (United States Agency for International Development) planned

to allocate $21 million for voter turnout in India, which has been
cancelled by DOGE.

* B¢ ST T oISHAE WHR TBRIS 5@ a—ww S

Ftle WIecdod FaUECAtE SS3HS 321 SEBRITS S¢ WRE S IR 5E
maFa's'DOGE’IaEHHF EEr%EaaUaal




* Elon Musk's DOGE Department labeled this as a “kickback scheme”
under the Biden administration.

* $%BF WW 3% DOGE T3¢ BTG TS $TAeS $5Uc BB 5 38
isﬂ;baaga‘asrawal

* USAID also allocated funds to Bangladesh & Nepal for strengthening
political landscapes and biodiversity conservation.

* USAID S HERIEE. ¥ § STl S34TS 6 Wk PP s T« SH T [FF
SUSTY B SHPPIR o GRIoN ggaﬂ's'aw cm«agzual

*\A
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India's Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) Response (shstlc ng

FHEIT 5§ HOE Wl

 MEA called these reports "very deeply troubling"” and stated that
different government departments are reviewing the situation.

* e WHATT ST HiGhF SH QUUTER ged S S Iq Deddd > o

gtuaag SEPEh aagaaaw WF 5% amgsr YOEON



* MEA declined to comment on whether ongoing USAID partnerships
with Indian ministries will be reviewed.

» HHTEF TUSTE USAID 33 390 ToFeEd SHCHSAS S G ReH S TBVal T3
EH IS e cep) @sﬂft{ SUSE TS ST 5 I

» 650 million allocated by USAID to Indla since 2020—about one-fifth
of the total U.S. funding since 2001.

» USAID 52020 G@shele 354 650 SBRIAIS S 3BE T %5 § Uil 5720011
S RE €mg€w SBY ST UUHY TR PP T



. (4

Economic & Strategic Impact (S8 T ¥ OY Sees & hadlsl

* A. Historical Perspective (HcUIPE S @HSHT 3T

* USAID has been funding various development projects in India since
2001, covering education, healthcare, infrastructure, and disaster
resilience.

» USAID 2001 SE5eElc WBHPH SBISde EWEREF S5 SSHATERE® U
TURTOM A G 7 S5g GESKTl A Ice TG T © ESASORS
COPIGRT O

A



* B. Political Implications (% SgBlcs & shadst

* India-U.S. relations might experience tension over these allegations.
* TS S GEEHSs SaUL e SBEET SHRER®eSad 6% g S sa o

S N

* Possibility of India reviewing foreign-funded NGOs and U.S.
collaborations.

» Tl KREHGCEtPHIT BPET NGOs T U ATBRE® aSohRriEae
TR SUS ST SERITSd |



» C. Social & Diplomatic Concerns (GTERBY- 3 T U THESPFS HFamt

* NGOs and civil society organizations dependent on U.S. aid may face
scrutiny.

+ TG U ET R FH IS 765 T U SIS GTFr GNP ¥ SHSHS o6
T35, 59 GaESd SUST ol G5 Fa

* India’s stance on foreign intervention in democratic processes may
lead to stricter regulations on international funding.

+ SEIE 56 BB cMRS SNT IR WPHIELe UbWE EU S dF S Ul
FAEIET TP U § 3 9F TG = “ras'z.r:e: o8 U



As of fiscal year 2023, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) allocated

funds to various countries. Below is a table summarizing the top recipients:

Country USAID Funding (in billions USD) Percentage of Total USAID Funding
Ukraine

Global Funds

Ethiopia

Jordan

Afghanistan

Somalia
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Concept of sexual equality
must be part of syllabus: SC

Moral and ethical training, etiquette must be made part of the school syllabus, Justice Nagarathna

tells Union government, judge says parents must stop discrimination between daughter and son

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

on Friday told the

Centre that the
concept of sexual equality
and moral and ethical
training of how men
should behave with wo-
men respectfully must be-
come a part of school
syllabus.

“Moral and ethical train-
ing, etiquette must be
made part of the school
syllabus. There must be a
module to inculcate this in
schools at a very early age
for  children... Now,
schools do not have moral
education, Certain schools
have it, but the class is
usually cancelled and
some other subjects are ta-
ken,"” Justice B.V. Nagarath-
na, heading a Bench com-
prising Justice S.C. Sharma,
observed.

Justice Nagarathna said
equality between daught-
ers and sons must start at
home. But, instead, dis-
crimination starts at home
with the parents.

“Parents are more fo-
cused on restraining their
daughters and not their
sons. The word ‘discrimi-

nation” must go from our

vocabulary,” the judge
said.
The court was hearing a

writ petition filed by peti-
tioner-in-person and se-
nior advocate Aabad Pon-
da, who said the root cause
for the surge in rape cases
and incidents of crimes
against women was the
lack of education at the
basic level about equality
among the sexes.

‘Tremendous strain’
“Fifty per cent of our pop-
ulation, women, are living
under tremendous strain
and insecurity. There is a
rise in the misogynistic
and barbaric attitude to-
wards women. Education
must start at the smallest
level to change the attitude
towards women,” Mr. Pon-
da submitted.

Parents are
more focused
on restraining their
daughters and not their
sons. The word
‘discrimination’ must go
from our vocabulary

B.V. NAGARATHNA
Supreme Court judge

Justice Nagarathna
agreed that many social cir-
cles still believed that a wo-
man neither belonged to
her parents’ home nor the
in-laws’ home after mar-

Awareness that a wo-
man was independent, her
own person, and com-
manded respect and equal
treatment in society must
be inculcated in society,
the judge noted.

Justice Nagarathna said
environmental  science
started being taught in
schools as a subject on the
orders of the Supreme
Court, Likewise, moral
education must become a
part of the school syllabus.,

The court ordered the
government to place on re-
cord any measures taken
by it so far to include the
concept of sexual equality

in school syllabus.

Mr. Ponda’s plea also re-
commended using adver-
tisements and the visual
media for conveying zero
tolerance to rape.

“Awareness of the strin-
gent laws against rape
must be advertised in cine-
ma halls and in the media.
There is no point if the per-
son knows about these
laws after he is sentenced
to 20 years or is about to be
hung to death,” Mr. Ponda
argued. He said knee-jerk
reactions like making pun-
ishments harsher after a
gruesome crime was hard-
ly a solution,

Efforts to bridge the gap
The petition said efforts
have to be made to bridge
the gap between the law
and the understanding and
dissemination of the law to
the public.

“The need of identifying
the real cause of this crime
is the first requirement,
Once this is done, the next
step would be to try to find
measures to revolutionise
the male mindset in the
country amongst a large
portion of the populace
and instill in them the fear
of the law,” it said.




* 1) Supreme Court's Ruling (&%&% SR ST 5 WIS

* The Supreme Court of India directed the Union Government to make

the concept of sexual equality, moral and ethical training a part of the
school syllabus.

* BFEH SN ST CUSAY SHAE T T TBE TS <0 TPFS
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* Justice B.V. Nagarathna and Justice C.S. Sharma stressed the

importance of educating children from an early age on respecting
women.
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Parents’ Role & Social Bias (CHctPE od S& IS > O GATkPr S
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* Justice Nagarathna highlighted the existing gender discrimination at
home, stating that parents focus more on restricting daughters rather
than sons.

- KPR SAUTAST S UK %5 TECIEPE of (BeASE 2 &od (6 Y
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* She empha5|zed that the word ‘discrimination’ must be removed from
society’s vocabulary.
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Link Between Lack of Education & Rising Crimes & E’EE‘ ?REIE'
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* The court was hearing a writ petition filed by advocate Abad Ponda,
which pointed out that lack of education on gender equality is a major
reason for the rise in crimes against women.
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* 507 of the population (women) lives under constant fear and
insecurity, which has led to a rise in misogynistic attitudes and barbaric
behavior.
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* | 4] Solutions Proposed (s bePBI¢ GIKIRTS ST
* A. Educational Reforms (3 e WRRIUST

* Moral education should be reinstated in schools as a compulsory
subject, just like environmental science.

* SPFS € o 3 WABRERASTARPHIS T S37 T e ViR o9 5 gebPIsT]
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* Schools should include modules on gender sensitivity and respect for
women at an early age.
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* B. Public Awareness & Media (= SHodUT S od > W TRBF IdST

* Advertisements, visual media, and cinema halls should be used to
spread awareness about strict laws against rape.

» HRETA «$ TRFETT U 55 SEH D 55 5 ©'5 Boaviohsy (WD
cdUT S WDWWI

. Awareness campaigns must focus on teaching society that women are
independent individuals and deserve equal rights.
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* C. Legal System & Law Enforcement (Sa%Fg IR > o SAWF $A e S

* Instead of only harsh punishments, there should be revolutionary
changes in people’s mindset towards gender equality.

+ 3399 § SSH S P IF (7ol TBET 3¢ TG $ o WEHFS I
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* The understanding of gender-based crimes and their seriousness
should be widely spread.
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* (1] Historical Aspect (IFUBE S @HSZR

* Gender discrimination has been deeply rooted in Indian society for
centuries.

* Past legal and social reforms, including the abolition of Sati and child
marriage, have attempted to address these issues.
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Amid growing threat from drones,
Army to strengthen its air defence

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Amid the exponential
growth in disruptive tech-
nologies such as drones,
loitering munitions, and
counter-drone  systems,
the Army’s Air Defence is
gearing up to induct new
fragmentation ammuni-
tion for its air defence guns
- approximately 1,300 in
service — while also push-
ing for new systems to
tackle the evolving aerial
threat.

The Army is also set to
finalise a contract for the
indigenously developed
Quick Reaction Surface-to-
Air Missile (QRSAM) sys-
tem within the next four to
five months.

With a range of 30 km,
the QRSAM, being deve-
loped by the Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation (DRDO), has
been a priority for the Ar-
my. “We are hoping to get
the contract in place in

N

The Army is set to finalise a pact
for the indigenously developed
QRSAM system in a few months.

four to five months. DRDO
said that once the contract
is done, First of Prototype
Model (FoPM) will be there
in 12 months because we
already trial-evaluated the
equipment. So, in I8
months they would be able
to produce... and eventual-
ly have in both wheeled
and tracked configurations
subsequently,” Director-
General of Army Air De-
fence (AAD) Lt. Gen. Sum-
er Ivan D’Cunha said on
Friday.

In addition, an en-
hanced version of the
Akash missile, is set for
high-altitude trials in the
next 45 days.

‘Huge revolution’
Referring to the recent
growth in the use of
drones, especially in the
war in Ukraine, Lt. Gen.
D’Cunha said they did not
know the quantity and
quality they were going to
face. “We grew up in an en-
vironment where you
could quantify air threat in
terms of aircraft. Today the
quantification is becoming
a challenge. And the quali-
ty of what this is going to
carry is a bigger chal-
lenge,” he said.

“We have a huge revolu-
tion in military affairs in
warfare and disruptive
technologies by drones,
single drones, loiter muni-
tions, smart drones. We
have the whole capability
manifesting; we really got a
disruptive warfare air de-

fence challenge,” the top
officer said.

Lt. Gen. D’Cunha said
air burst ammunition, las-
er and microwave wea-
pons, and smart ammuni-
tion were in various stages
of procurement. While
high-end air defence sys-
tems were being upgraded,
equipping existing L-70
and Zu-23 air defence guns
with air burst ammunition
was a priority, he said.

A tender has already
been floated for 30mm

fragmentation ammuni-
tion for the existing vintage
guns

A Request For Proposal
for a successor gun to re-
place the L70 and Zu-23
was already out for 220
guns along with smart am-
munition. Trials were ex-
pected to commence in Ju-
ly, with a contract likely to
be awarded by May-June
2026, Lt. Gen. D’Cunha
said, adding that they were
not looking to import any
guns.



* |1 Background & Emerging Threats (SKSoRsI > & Ehtese Tl

* The Indian Army’s Air Defence is strengthening its capabilities to tackle
disruptive technologies such as drones, loitering munitions, and
counter-drone systems.

» FRIICET GBS 5 SHREEIoA 5 (AW W9F 0 TBHoTelW R TIUw® T o
SAEHUUHGF 5 (PUEFEE ©5 BACHFECSHHT L ET
RIS 557 [ el SI0% O

* Approximately 1,300 air defence guns are currently in service, and the
Army is pushing for newer and more advanced systems.

* JUhU 1III300 AR TREDACREE W W > ¥ A5 > ¥
VWRT & % aW UTWE T




* A. Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile (QRSAM) System (?§IEI—
P Id ¢ U GHIRH AT s {dHesT

* The Army is set to finalize a contract for the indigenous QRSAM system
within the next 4-5 months.

* SheEieRd 85 R UTE4YUD0 CURARES e W US ¢ 55U s {dtle 5d
ETR WEWWW

* Developed by DRDO, this system has a 30 km range and has already
undergone trials.

+ IESUTFT  ERERISHE © U7 570U 30 SE TR 3¢ gevdes 3aW 3
¢S 7% W U Tg 39 EURBUREteeR 76 T od G5 o0



* Production could begin in the next 12-18 months in both wheeled and
tracked configurations.

+ 12- 13 TURSHRER TS &F FigS W UR Y TSPPE T 7§ A
T Wﬂa«%wwal

* B. Akash Missile System (® gdc HAGAET s {d¥est

* An enhanced version of the Akash missile is set for high-altitude trials
in the next 45 days.

+ S 3UT HAGAET 59 8¢ GWER 2 UTB45 SESHEET TIGHE £Y
FOeeA SIS TIN5 T <d RO
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* C. Air Defence Guns & Ammunition (WE@?H BRIiddds cof

 Existing L-70 and Zu-23 air defence guns are being upgraded with air
burst ammunition.

* TUY70 TU PH23 FREe Ao $9Y | TERUET ¢ Bae
5 T SO

. Tenders have been floated for 30mm fragmentation ammunition.
* 30mmABIcAFE® GRIGHUdY © SS%S BRIcdSlacdbtigSe 0 W

* A Request For Proposal (RFP) has been issued for a new successor gun
to replace L-70 and Zu-23 air defence guns.

*SUY70 TU $H23 SERHITUSIHHT 33 ST SE ST D
mwwgg UE W



» (3] Mmilitary & Technological Revolution (& ¥ & ¢35 SgS& ST

* The recent war in Ukraine has highlighted the growing threat from
drones and disruptive technologies.

mf;ﬂg T PRIceT SR o3 PSS I Yege oS &odvd
<R ) ST T T 7T

. Lt Gen. D’Cunha emphasized the difficulty in quantifying modern air
threats, especially with drones.

- TS T SUT IRUBASSUSSE © ST KRG CRA S T T &
T | 57 TEeg 557 7F SRl SUST WY UgFA oo SORO

 Smart ammunition, laser and microwave weapons are under various
stages of procurement.
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Air Defense System Comparison

3

Country

Russia

Primary Air Defense

S-400, Akash,
Barak-8, Spyder,
PAD/AAD

THAAD, Patriot
PAC-3, Aegis
BMD, Iron Dome

S-400, S-500,
Pantsir-S1,
Tor-M2

Missile Interception | Radar Coverac
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Senate confirms Kash
Patel as FBI director

Press Trust of India
NEW YORK

New FBI director Kash Pa-
tel has vowed to “rebuild”
trust in the bureau as he
becomes the first Indian-
American to lead the coun-
try’s premier law enforce-
ment agency after being
confirmed by the U.S.
Senate.

The Republican-led Se-
nate narrowly voted to
confirm 44-year-old Patel
on Thursday. The Senate
voted 51 to 49 to confirm
Mr. Patel.

The nomination faced

CM

Kash Patel

intense scrutiny from De-
mocrats on Capitol Hill
who have warned that Mr.
Patel is poised to use the
position to seek retribution
against Mr. Trump’s per-
ceived political enemies.

M Patel, 44, who was
approved on a 51-49 mostly
party line vote, takes over
the FBI at a turbulent time

M The bureau is a key part
of Trump's government
reform agenda, after he
was investigated by its
agents in two cases

W Patel overcame intense
opposition during his
confirmation process,
especially from Democrats
who argued heisn't
qualified to lead FBI

with 38,000 employees

MORE ABOUT THE NEW FBI DIRECTOR

M Patel sought to distance
himself from past
controversies during his
Senate hearing. Patel
denied he has an enemies
list, even though he
identified dozens of people
in his book that he claimed
were part of the deep state

® In his book Government
Gangsters, which Trump
called a 'blueprint to take
back the WH,' Patel
endorsed calls to fire govt
staff who undermine the
president's agenda



UP tops in agri
growth: Study

UTTAR PRADESH,
MADHYA Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh
have been ranked as
top five states amongst
20 states in terms of
performanceinthe
agricultural sector
during FY22-FY23
despite their relatively
lower ranks in
economic indicators
according to study by

PHDCCI stated, reports @ @ @ o @

Sandip Das. "While

Top 5 states in terms

of ranking of agri vs

economic indicators
Agri @Economic

some states excel in D e ®EE
agricultural Lc @c £ @ pc
performance, their E8£8 £ 5 58
overall economic f£88 8 § sf
growth remains e 2

modest," a report titled Source: PHDCC!
'India’s agricultural
transformation: from performancein

food scarcity tosurplus,  agriculture to drive
stated'. This highlights broader economic

an opportunity to development,

better leverage the according to the report.




Electronic Personnel
License (EPL)



* India launched the Electronic Personnel License (EPL) for pilots,
becoming the second country after China to implement digital pilot
licenses.

* This initiative aligns with the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAQ) standards and supports India’s Digital India and Ease of Doing
Business initiatives.
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 About Electronic Personnel License (EPL):
e Whatis EPL?

* Adigital license for pilots, replacing traditional physical licenses, accessible via the eGCA
Mobile Application.

* Ministry: Ministry of Civil Aviation, Government of India.

* Global Record: India is the second country globally, after China, to
implement digital pilot licenses.

* License Issuing Authority: Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA).




* Key Features:

* Digital Format: Replaces physical smart card licenses, reducing delays and
environmental impact.

* Accessibility: Available on the eGCA Mobile Application for real-time access.

* Security: Enhances transparency and security in licensing processes.

* Global Employability: Improves pilots’ global employability by ensuring real-
time credential verification.




Article 101(4)



* Amritpal, who faces charges under the stringent National Security
Act, might lose his MP seat under Article 101(4).

 About

 Article 101(4) of the Indian Constitution deals with the
disqualification of a Member of Parliament (MP) due to their absence
from the sessions of Parliament.



Disqualification for Absence:

MPs can be disqualified if they are absent from all meetings of either
the Lok Sabha (House of the People) or Rajya Sabha (Council of
States) for a period of 60 days without seeking permission from the

House.
o Effectively, the period of absence is only calculated based on the actual sittings of

Parliament.




Permission: The absence must
be without permission from the
respective House of Parliament.
If the MP obtains permission,
the disqualification does not

apply.

This provision ensures that
MPs actively participate in
legislative proceedings and
remain accountable to the
people they represent.

J




Government to Lease Out 10
Airports via PPP Model



* The Union government is consulting on leasing out more than 10
airports across the country under the public-private partnership (PPP)
model.

 The government is leasing out the airports to improve their management by
utilising private sector efficiency and investment.



Significance of the PPP Model

Technology Transfer: It facilitates the adoption of modern technology and
global best practices.

Reduces Fiscal Burden: The model lessens the financial pressure on
governments by involving private capital.

Improves Service Efficiency: Private sector expertise brings efficiency, I
innovation, and quality control. —
Y. e




Concerns with PPP Model

Regulatory Uncertainty: Frequent policy changes and bureaucratic hurdles deter
private investment.

Financial Viability Issues: Long gestation periods and cost overruns pose financial
risks.

Risk Allocation Disputes: Poorly structured contracts lead to conflicts between
private players and the government.

Delays in Project Execution: Land acquisition issues, environmental clearances,
and slow decision-making delay projects.
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* Which U.S. department recently canceled the $21 million USAID fund
meant for voter turnout in India?

- F T ATEEBSE ST SR VB WATEe WHRIe oo FRIVeoIEE S350 S
$21 #RPHISTS $§ USAID (% U2 59 a0

* A. Department of State /*PIgC W
B. Department of Defense / Siesl SBIsha0

C. Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) / CHUS IR © eed
SFIY STDOGE)
D. Federal Election Commission / ¢k&dl ¥ S B



 What was India’s Ministry of External Affairs' (MEA) response to the
USAID funding cancellation?

* helele SSABISE TR STMEA) S®& USAID (PP YR SUSSEU W
HE dd g

* A. It praised the U.S. decision / ¥¢ S GBRIST S5 [FI¢ TESE SHAUSH
5% . o
B. It called the reports "deeply troubling” /R%W oA AUt

Red S 2ISUQ [ eddd
C. It announced diplomatic sanctions on the U.S. /REQW 32

tb- SHdIS ¥ [BR dudsse oRB1d S
D. It suspended all USAID projects in India /R%W ¢ she USAID

FEET, SA59 S I SU BT



 What directive did the Supreme Court of India issue regarding school
education?

+ T ST TI0T BT S W 5 AT HR WSS ST F L I8
< -l ~ o o

* A. Making gender sensitivity a compulsory subject / T¥¥S
BB S T U ed 557 S TIRPHS T [ Sasd T
B. Introducing military training for students / CAGHSS H S '@\ [
®F U -
C. Mandating yoga and meditation in schools / VWW Y B

AT FSUTT
D. Reducing the syllabus for stress-free learning / a3 W& € oA S5



* Which Indian defense system is set to be finalized in the next 4-5
months?

* e Sk SAT G HUed s{dUe R UIB4YD VUSRI T T B
KTE G

* A. Agni-V Missile System / ¥HTVIEIGIE s (A%l
B. Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile (QRSAM) System /3§IEI_

K Id ¢ U S AACATT s {ddle STQRSAM)
C. BrahMos-II Hypersonic Missile / FV\E;EEI'II m?{ Hled&
D. S-400 Air Defense System / S-400 SKigFlesl s Yd3I&



* Which missile system is undergoing high-altitude trials in India?

* Sheltle WEAT Go ed T s {dte &5 e TH tHee{ ST AU S BTY
OB U

* A. Prithvi-1l / Sl
B. Shaurya Missile / CABPICTETT

C. Akash Missile System /® Sd¢ SEIGIET s{d%le
D. Nirbhay Cruise Missile /’H’WIQF WW



 Which country became the second after China to launch a digital pilot
license system?
* et ST de SAT ged B¢ e o gdilde dRra s{dde &% sU%
WW%E osad

* A. USA / &% E@'Qm
B.Russia/T &

C. India /W
D. United Kingdom /W BATEH



* Under which constitutional article can an MP be disqualified due to
absence from Parliament?

* ST B BEAPF STIAUL 5B C6 S ¢ SH CPURTS T T B
33'—01—2 zs;sa;pgvbgaa?ag T BH

. A. Article 75(3) / R ®EE 7591357
B. Article 101(4) / 2 ¥ 10137437
C. Article 356 / 2 ®EE 356
D. Article 123 / ? ®i&F 123



* The Indian government is planning to lease out airports under which
model?

* FAEIced SUSTH B € TEFY S50 URKE R oA Tew. T o950
36+ ST (S YOB Ui

* A. Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) Model /A1 YO B USHE [ ¥ STBOT)
o ]
B. Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Model /Wg 130 ey

FAESATE STPPP) T
C. 100% FDI Model / 100% 5 ¥ 35GEE HL SAFDI) TF T

D. Revenue Sharing Model /%IEIF S mwa



 What is the key objective of the Electronic Personnel License (EPL)
system in India?

* STEIc WOEEH¥ 3 TGS T U STEPL) Y96 39 WK %D WO

* A. Replace traditional pilot licenses with digital ones / TSNS
EAITs T@E SHMM o TUdt@n eSSy )
B. Automate railway signaling systems / SBT3 SBRE0 s {dde S&1
SCBRIe SUST -7 X
C. Enhance digital identity verification for citizens / SAUNEISGHSS TS
e T TUCHS § TS 354 [ IR S T
D. Issue blockchain-based trade licenses /| B Z‘? S 6l [Kedsl
TG TS U o



* What is the purpose of India’s efforts in lithium exploration with
Argentina?

+ 3 PRES 53 g0 Feltlc TTAPBIE 2 BT sTEAST &5 T
* A. To improve nuclear energy production /WW T o ‘aa-aa'w L
eRAT sUCd

B. To support India’s electric vehicle and battery industry / sheaftle S
BHE HOF > U EEEEIE'&'E]T s cHlar otd
C. To increase the gold reserve of India / F&le S5 Sl shirdel SS [ Heled

D. To develop high-speed rail technology /UEEI'EF W o3 ‘33'
MM © SUSH
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