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Act punishing organised
cheating comes into effect

The law has provision for up to five years' imprisonment and a fine of up to 2 crore for exam

malpractices; the UGC-NET exam cancelled on June 19 will not be covered by the new legislation

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

he Public Examina-
T tions (Prevention of

Unfair Means) Act,
2024 that has provision for
up to five years' imprison-
ment and a fine of up to 2
crore for malpractices and
organised cheating in go-
vernment recruitment ex-
ams was notified by the
Union government to
come into effect from

The UGC-NET 2024 ex-
amination that was can-
celled on jJune 19 on
grounds of being compro-
mised and is being investi-
gated by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI)
will however not be co-
vered by the newly enact-
ed law.

On February 6, Parlia-
ment passed the Bill.

A notification issued by
the Department of Person-
nel and Training (DoPT) on
Friday said, “In exercise of
the powers conferred by
sub-section (2) of Section 1
of the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024 (1 of
2024), the Central govern-
ment hereby appoints the
21st day of June, 2024 as
the date on which the pro-
visions of the said Act shall

'

Worrying state: National Students Union of India (NSUI) supporters stage a protest against the

Irregularities in NEET-UG, in Nagpur on Friday. ANl

come into force.”

The Act mentions pun-
ishments for “leakage of
question paper or answer
key", “directly or indirect-
ly assisting the candidate
in any manner unauthoris-
edly in the public examina-
tion" and “tampering with
the computer network or a
computer resource or a
computer system” as of-
fences done by a person,
group of persons or
institutions.

List of offences

Besides these, “creation of
fake website to cheat or for
monetary gain®, “conduct
of fake examination, is-
suance of fake admit cards
or offer letters to cheat or
for monetary gain" and
“manipulation in seating

arrangements, allocation
of dates and shifts for the
candidates to facilitate
adopting unfair means in
examinations” are also
among the offences pun-
ishable under the law.

“Any person or persons
resorting to unfair means
and offences under this Act
shall be punished with im-
prisonment for a term not
less than three years but
which may extend to five
years and with fine up to
%10 lakh,” said the Act.

A service provider, en-
gaged by the public exami-
nation authority for con-
duct of examinations, shall
also be liable to be pun-
ished with imposition of a
fine up to ¥ crore “and
proportionate cost of ex-
amination shall also be re-

covered” from it, accord-
ing to the Act.

Such service providers
shall also be barred from
being assigned with any
responsibility for the con-
duct of any public exami-
nation for a period of four

years.
The Act defines service
provider as any agency, or-
ganisation, body, associa-
tion of persons, business
entity, company, partner-
ship or single proprietor-
ship firm, including its as-
sociates, sub-contractors
and provider of support of
any computer resource or
any material, by whatever
name it may be called,
“which is engaged by the
public examination auth-
ority for conduct of public
examination”.




AT A GLANCE

List of issues with tests

conducted by NTA in
recent years

m CUET 2022

Allegations of paper
leaks; wrong translation
of questions from English
to regional languages

B NEET-UG 2024

m CUET 2023 Allegation of paper leaks:
Discrepancies in the random grace marks given
answer key to 1,563 students

M JEE Main 2024 B UG-NET 2024

Discrepancies in the JEE Exam was cancelled after the
Main marks & predicted paper was leaked on the
percentiles Darknet




Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024:

Provision for up to five years' imprisonment and a fine of up to X1 crore for malpractices and organized
cheating in government recruitment exams.

The Act came into effect on June 21, 2024.
UGCC-NET exam cancelled on June 19, 2024, is not covered by this Act.
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» Specific Offenses and Punishments:

e Offenses include leakage of question papers, tampering with computer networks, creation of
fake websites, issuance of fake admit cards, and manipulation in seating arrangements.

* Penalties include imprisonment up to three years and fines up to 10 lakh for unfair means in

 Service providers involved in unfair means can face imprisonment and fines up to X1 crore.
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Additional Provisions:

The Act defines a service provider broadly,
including any agency, organization, or individual
engaged by the public examination authority.

The Act aims to prevent unauthorized assistance
to candidates and tampering with exam
processes.
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* Consider the following statements regarding the Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Act, 2024:

1.The Act provides for up to five years' imprisonment and a fine of up to X1 crore for
exam malpractices and organized cheating.

2.The UGC-NET exam cancelled on June 19, 2024, is covered by this Act.

3.0ffenses under the Act include the creation of fake websites and manipulation in
seating arrangements.

4.Service providers involved in unfair means can be fined up to X1 crore under the Act.

 Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B.1,3,and 4 only
C. 2, 3,and 4 only
D.1,2,3,and 4



NTA postpones joint
CSIR-UGC-NET citing
logistical issues’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amid multiple controver-
sies that the National Test-
ing Agency (NTA) is cur-
rently embroiled in, the
agency on Friday issued a
notification  postponing
the Joint CSIR-UGC-NET ex-
am due to “unavoidable
circumstances and logisti-
cal issues”.

The notification stated:
“The candidates are here-
by informed that the Joint
CSIR-UGC-NET Examina-
tion June-2024 which was
scheduled to be held bet-
ween  25.06.2024 to
27.06.2024 is being post-
poned due to unavoidable
circumstances as well as
logistic issues. The revised

schedule for the conduct
of this examination will be
announced later through
the official website.”

Candidates have been
asked to keep checking the
official website.

Recurring issue

This comes days after the
Education Ministry can-
celled UGC-NET following
inputs from the Home Mi-
nistry suggesting that the
integrity of the examina-
tion had been compro-
mised.

Over the past few days,
students across the coun-
try have been questioning
the testing agency over the
irregularities in NEET-UG,
and now about the cancel-
lation of UGC-NET.
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Hinduja family members get
jail term for exploiting staff
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Hinduja family members get
jail term for exploiting staft

Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

A Swiss court handed jail
sentences to four members
of Britain’s richest family
on Friday for exploiting In-
dian staff at their Geneva
mansion.

The Hindujas - who
were not present in court —
were acquitted of human
trafficking, but convicted
on other charges in a stun-
ning verdict for the family
whose fortune is estimated
at 37 billion pounds ($47
billion).

Prakash Hinduja and his
wife Kamal Hinduja each
got four years and six
months, while their son
Ajay and his wife Namrata
received four-year terms,
the presiding judge in Ge-
neva ruled.

The cases stem from the
family’s practice of bring-
ing servants from their na-

i‘ t |‘ t" =
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Prakash Hinduja

tive India and included ac-
cusations of confiscating
their passports once they
were flown to Switzerland.

Prosecutors argued the
Hindujas paid their staff a
pittance and gave them lit-
tle freedom to leave the
house. The family denied
the allegations, claiming
the prosecutors wanted to
“do in the Hindujas”.

The Hindujas reached a
confidential out-of-court
settlement with the three
employees who made the

accusations against them.
Despite this, the prosecu-
tion decided to pursue the
case due to the gravity of
the charges.

Geneva prosecutor Yves
Bertossa had requested a
custodial sentence of five-
and-a-half years against
Prakash and  Kamal
Hinduja.

Aged 78 and 75 respec-
tively, both had been ab-
sent since the start of the
trial for health reasons.

In his closing address,
the prosecutor accused the
family of abusing the
“asymmetrical situation”
between powerful em-
ployer and vulnerable em-
ployee to save money.

But the Hinduja family’s
defence lawyers argued
that the three plaintiffs re-
ceived ample benefits,
were not kept in isolation
and were free to leave the
villa.



HINDUJA

Company type
Industry
Founded
Founder

Headquarters

Area served
Key people

Products

Owner

Number of
employees

Subsidiaries

Corporate group
Conglomerate
1914, 110 years ago

Parmanand Deepchand
Hinduja

Mumbai, Maharashtra,
India

Worldwide

Ashok Hinduja
(Chairman, India)

Automotive
Financial services
ITES

Oil and Gas
Media

Telecom
Healthcare

Hinduja family
200,000+

Ashok Leyland
Indusind Bank
Hinduja Bank
(Switzerland)

Gulf Oil International
OneOTT Intertainment
Quaker-Houghton
Hinduja Technologies
Limited

Hinduja Healthcare
Limited




Swiss Court Verdict:

Four members of the Hinduja family sentenced for exploiting
Indian staff at their Geneva mansion.

Acquitted of human trafficking but convicted on other charges.

The family's fortune is estimated at 37 billion pounds (547
billion).
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* Sentences:
* Prakash Hinduja and his wife Kamal Hinduja: four years and six months each.

* Their son Ajay and his wife Namrata: four years each.
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Background of the Case:

The case involved the practice of bringing servants from India and confiscating their passports upon arrival in
Switzerland.

Prosecutors claimed the staff were paid a pittance and given little freedom.

The Hindujas denied the allegations, arguing that the employees received ample benefits and freedom.
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* Prosecution and Defense:

* Geneva prosecutor Yves Bertossa had requested five-and-a-half-year sentences for Prakash
and Kamal Hinduja.

* The family argued that the employees were not isolated and had freedom to leave the villa.

* The Hindujas reached an out-of-court settlement with the three employees who made the

accusations.
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1. Health and Absence:
1. Prakash and Kamal Hinduja, aged 78 and 75 respectively, were absent from the trial for health
reasons.
2. The prosecution emphasized the abuse of the "asymmetrical situation" between the powerful
employer and vulnerable employee.
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Armenia becomes the latest
nation to recognise Palestine

With the move, Yerevan joins the ranks of Spain, Ireland, and Norway who officially recognised

Palestine last month; the former Soviet republic also condemns Hamas’s kidnapping of civilians

Agence France-Presse
YEREVAN

rmenia announced

on Friday it was re-

cognising the State
of Palestine, the latest
country to do so during the
war in Gaza, saying it was
against “violence towards
civilian populations.”

A series of nations have
recognised the State of Pal-
estine amid the war bet-
ween Israel and Hamas,
drawing strong rebukes
from Israeli officials.

Envoy summoned

Shortly after the former So-
viet republic announced
the recognition, Israel’s Fo-
reign Ministry said it sum-
moned Yerevan’s Ambas-

Sorry state: Armenia also criticised Israel’s military conduct in Gaza
where more than 37,000 people have been killed. REUTERS

sador for a “severe
reprimand”.

Yerevan noted it is “ge-
nuinely interested in esta-
blishing long-term peace
and stability in the Middle
East [West Asia].”

“Confirming its commit-
ment to international law,
equality of nations, sove-
reignty and peaceful coex-
istence, the Republic of Ar-
menia recognises the State
of Palestine,” Armenia ad-

ded. Yerevan, which has it-
self been ridden by conflict
with neighbouring Azer-
baijan for  decades,
slammed Israel’s military
conduct in Gaza.

Call for freedom

It also criticised Hamas for
“the captivity of civilian
persons” and said Armenia
“joins the demands of in-
ternational community on
freeing them.”

In late May, Spain, Ire-
land, and Norway officially
recognised the State of Pal-
estine, stating they saw the
move as a step towards
peace in the region.

Israeli authorities ac-
cused the European trio of
“rewarding  terrorism”
with their actions.
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© Jewish sraells
T 6.8 million

Israel
* Jewish Isras ® Palesti
¥ 5.8 million ¥68 mllllon
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ISRAEL-PALESTINE CONFLICT

The lsrael-Palestine conflict /s o long-standing geopolitical dispute over territory ond self-determination in the Middle East.

|| BEGINNING

« UN adopted Resolution 181 - the Partition Plan in 1947

« State of lsrael created in 1948, sparking the first
Arab-lsraeli War (Israel won)
» Palestinians displaced

» Division of territory into - State of Israel, West Bank

and Gaza Strip
|| INITIAL TENSIONS AND CONFLICTS (1956-1979)

“ Suez Crisis and Israeli invasion of Sinai Peninsula in 1956

» Six-Day War (1967) - Israel gained control over Sinai

Peninsula, Gaza Strip, West Bank, East Jerusalem and

Golan Heights

Controversy over Jerusalem as Capital

B Israel view: Complets and united Jerusal

e
B Palestinians view: East Jerusalem future capital

» Yom Kippur War (1973) - Surprise attack by Egypt
and Syria
» Camp David Accords (1979) b/w Egypt and Israel

Intifada (Arabic for “shoke off')
I First Intifada - 1987 to 1983
¢+ Led to the foundation of Hamas (1887) - a
Palestinian political party designated as a foreign
terrorist org by US
* Response - Madrid Conference 1991 (chaired by
the US and Russia)

1 Second Intifada - 2000-2006

B The latest escalation {2023} is being called the

beginning of "Third Intifada

|| 0SLO ACCORDS (MEDIATED BY US)
“ First (1993)

» Estd framework for Palestinian self-governance in

West Bank and Gaza

% Enabled mutual recognition between lsrael and Palestine

+ Second (1995)

» Expanded on Oslo | Accords
» Mandated complete Israsli withdrawal from several
cities and towns in West Bank

|| POST 2000 CONFLICT AND RESPONSES

2013 - US-led peace process began
2014-18 - Gaza Conflict (2014)
» Palestine announced break from territorial divisions
under Oslo Accords {2015)
2018-20 - US Cancelled funding for Palestinian refugees
under UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)
# US proposed "Peace to Prosperity” plan
2020 - Abraham Accords
2022-2023:
» larael raids on Jenin refugee camp
% Hamas Launched “Operation Al-Agsa Flood" and Israsl
Llaunched “Operation Iron Swords™ (both in 2023)
+ lsrael declared a State of War
» India’s Stand:
* Supports a Two State solution for lsrsel and Palestine
+ Condemned the recent attack by Hamas on lsrael

Congsiderad occupiod torritory by most of
the internationa community
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 Armenia Recognizes Palestine:

* Armenia officially recognizes the State of Palestine.

* The announcement was made amid the ongoing war in Gaza.

* Armenia condemns violence towards civilian populations.
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* International Context:
* Armenia joins Spain, Ireland, and Norway, which recognized Palestine last month.

* This recognition comes in the context of the conflict between Israel and Hamas
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* Israeli Response:
* |srael summoned Armenia’s Ambassador for a "severe reprimand"”.
* |srael criticized Armenia’s decision and accused it of rewarding terrorism.
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1.Armenian Stance:

1. Armenia aims for long-term peace and stability in the Middle East.

2. Condemns both Israel's military actions in Gaza and Hamas's kidnapping
of civilians.

3. Armenia supports international calls for freeing kidnapped civilians.
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* Consider the following statements regarding Armenia's recent diplomatic decision:
1.Armenia has officially recognized the State of Palestine.

2.Armenia's recognition of Palestine aligns it with countries like Spain, Ireland, and Norway.
3.Israel has welcomed Armenia's decision as a step towards peace in the Middle East.

4.Armenia condemned both Israel's military actions in Gaza and Hamas's kidnapping of
civilians.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1,2,and 3 only
B.1,2,and 4 only
C. 2, 3,and 4 only
D. 1, 3,and 4 only
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HC suspends Kejriwal bail order for ‘2-3
days’, reserves verdict on ED’s stay plea
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on ‘crime proceeds’
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Don’t sell ULIPs
as investment
products: Irdai

FE BUREAU
Mumbal, June 21

TO CURB THE mis-selling of life
insurance policies as pure invest-
ment products, the Insurance Reg-
ulatory and Development Author-
ity of India (Irdal) has barred
Insurance companies from adver-
tising unit-linked insurance plans
or ULIPs as investment plans.

The insurance regulator said all
Insurers shall advertise the launch
of ULIPs only with reference to the
underlying life insurance coverage
and the products associated with it.

“Further, no press release or
statement shall be issued by the
insurerwithout making a reference
to the life insurance coverage and
the associated products,” Irdal said
in the master circular.

This comes against the backdrop
of insurers launching mid-cap and
small-cap ULIPsin the pastcouple of
years when the two indices were ris-
ing steadily. Investors were mis-sell
ing these products as pure invest
ment products,said industry players,

Inaddition, the regulatorsaidall
the advertisements shall disclose
that the past performance does not
construe any indication of future
bonuses,and other factors - amove
that is similar to Securities and
Exchange Board of India guidelines
for mutual funds.

"This is a progressive mowve, It
could have come earlier” said
Ashvin Parekh, managing partner
of Ashvin Parekh Advisory Services.

Parekh said this was a necessary
step given that the stock market has
done pretty well in the last few
years. "There is a tendency to sell
Ulips on the basis of investment
returns rather than on protection
basis. It is not necessary that manu-
facturers encourage this, but this
tendency exists,” he said.

Insurers will have to specifically
state that market-linked Insurance
plans are different from traditional

Investors have been
mis-selling certain ULIP
products as pure investment
products, according
to industry players
P

endowment policies and carry risks.
Likewise, participating (with bonus)
endowment policies will have to
state upfront that the bonuses pro-
jected in benefit illustrations are
not guaranteed.

The insurance regulator also
added that there shouldbe noadver-
tisement on services related to insur-
ance, comparison of rates or dis
counts  to  erstwhile tariff,
highlighting the potential benefits
of an insurance product without a
fair indication of associate risks,
exaggerating the benefits of the
product, etc,

Parekh also added it would be
interesting tosee how the regulator
follows up on this with insurers
because even if the manufactureris
not promoting it as investment
product, Intermediaries like insur-
ance agents might take that route to
sell the products, especially when
the stock markets are booming,

Life insurers also have to create
a public notice on the home page of
their website, cautioning the gen-
eral public about spurious calls and
fictitlous offers which announce
bonus or investment of premiums,

-

Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India

Insurance Regulatory and Development

iﬂ.’ Authority of India
Abbreviation IRDAI

Formation 1999
Type Regulatory Body
Legal status Active

Headquarters Sy No. 115/1, Financial
District, Nanakramguda,
Hyderabad — 500032

Location India
Hyderabad, Telangana

Coordinates (, 17.385°N 78.486°E

Services Insurance of India

Owner Ministry of Finance,
Government of India

Debasish Panda, IAS
(Chairperson)

Key people




Unit Linked

Insurance Plan
(ULIP)

['yii-nat 'lin(k)t in-'shur-an(t)s plan]

A product that offers both
insurance coverage and

| iInvestment exposure in

' equities or bonds.

2 Investopedia



TYPES OF FUND IN ULIPS
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Large Cap Funds Mid Cap Funds Debt Funds Balanced Funds
Invests In Top 100 Targets Medium-Sized Focuses On Fixed- Mixes Equity And Debt
Large-Cap Companies Companies For Higher Income Securities Like Investments

Returns Bonds



Why ULIPs

ULIP Plans
offer double

benefit of

Insurance and |
Investment

Enjoy a

Long-term
life cover

growth

©

Boost your
returns

Save tax under
Section 80C &
80D



IRDAI Directive:

The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has barred insurance companies from
marketing unit-linked insurance plans (ULIPs) purely as investment products.

Insurers must advertise ULIPs with reference to the underlying life insurance coverage and associated
products.

No press release or statement should omit reference to the life insurance aspect.
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Mis-selling of ULIPs:

The directive aims to curb the mis-selling of ULIPs as pure investment products.

It addresses the launch of mid-cap and small-cap ULIPs during rising market indices.

Advertisements must disclose that past performance does not guarantee future returns.
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 Adherence to SEBI Guidelines:

 The IRDAI directive aligns with SEBI guidelines for mutual funds, ensuring full
disclosure of potential risks and benefits.

* Advertisements should avoid exaggerating benefits without highlighting risks.
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* Industry Reactions:

* Industry experts support the move, emphasizing the need to focus on protection rather
than investment returns.

* The directive aims to curb spurious claims and fictitious offers regarding bonuses or
premium investments.
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 Additional Provisions:

* Life insurers must clearly state the differences between market-linked insurance plans
and traditional endowment policies.

* No advertisement on services related to insurance should compare rates or discounts to
erstwhile tariffs without fair indication of associated risks.
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* Consider the following statements regarding the IRDAI's recent directive on ULIPs:

1.IRDAI has barred insurance companies from advertising ULIPs purely as investment
products.

2.Insurers are required to reference the underlying life insurance coverage in all
advertisements of ULIPs.

3.The directive by IRDAI is in alignment with the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) guidelines for mutual funds.

4.Insurers can highlight only the investment returns in their ULIP advertisements as
long as they provide a disclaimer.

 Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B.1,2,and 3 only
C.1,3,and 4 only
D.1,2,3,and 4



Mercy Petition







What is Mercy Petition?

About:

* A mercy petition is a formal request made by someone who has been sentenced to death or imprisonment seeking
mercy from the President or the Governor, as the case may be.

* The idea of Mercy Petition is followed in many countries like the United States of America, the United Kingdom,
Canada, and India.
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Philosophy behind:

The philosophy behind the pardoning powers in India is rooted in the recognition that no judicial system is
infallible and the need for a mechanism to rectify potential judicial errors.

Rectification of Judicial Errors:

This safeguard acts as a corrective measure against potential miscarriages of justice.
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* For example, in 2012, 14 judges from the Supreme Court and High Courts, in
separate letters to the President of India, highlighted cases from the 1990s
where courts had wrongfully awarded capital punishment to 15 individuals, two

of whom were subsequently executed.
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Article 72

Article 161

> The President shall have the

power to grant pardons,
reprieves, respites or
remissions of punishment or to
suspend, remit or commute the
sentence of any person
convicted of any offence:

In all cases where the
punishment or sentence is by a
Court Martial

In all cases where the
punishment or sentence is for
an offence against any law
relating to a matter to which the
executive power of the Union
extends

In all cases where the sentence
is a sentence of death

> It provides that the Governor of

)

a State shall have the power to
grant pardons, reprieves,
respites or remissions of
punishment or to suspend, remit
or commute the sentence of any
person convicted of any offence
against any law relating to a
matter to which the executive
power of the State extends.

The SC in 2021 held that the
Governor of a State can pardon
prisoners, including death row
ones, even before they have
served a minimum 14 years of
prison sentence.



* Process oof Process of making a Mercy Petition:

* There is no statutory written procedure for dealing with mercy petitions, but in practice,
after extinguishing all the reliefs in the court of law, either the convict in person or his
relative on his behalf may submit a written petition to the President.

. The petitions are received by the President’s secretariat on behalf of the President, which
i ome Affairs for their comments and

recommendations.
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Type of Pardoning

Description

Example

Power

Pardon

Commutation

Completely absolves the convict
of the crime, erasing the
conviction and all associated
penalties.

Substitutes a harsher
punishment with a lighter one.

The President grants a pardon to
a person wrongly convicted of
treason.

The President commutes a death
sentence to life imprisonment.

Remission

Reprieve

Respite

Reduces the period of the
sentence without changing its
nature.

Temporarily  postpones the
execution of a sentence, usually

for a short period.

Similar to reprieve, but for a
longer period and often for
medical reasons.

The Governor remits one year
from a two-year sentence of
rigorous imprisonment.

The President grants a reprieve
to a condemned prisoner to
allow time for the filing of a
mercy petition.

The Governor grants a respite to
a terminally ill prisoner to allow
them to spend their final days at
home.




* Grounds for filing Mercy Petition:

* The mercy or clemency is granted on the grounds based on his health, physical
or mental fitness, and his family's financial conditions considering if he is the
only sole earner of bread or butter or not.

. The Supreme Court in cases such as Shatrughna Chauhan vs Union of

to seek for mercy under Article 72/161 of the
Constitution is a constitutional right and not at the discretion or whims of
the executive.
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Which of the following are the discretionary powers given to the Governor of a State? (2014)

Sending a report to the President of India for imposing the President’s rule
Appointing the Ministers
Reserving certain bills passed by the State Legislature for consideration of the President of India

Making the rules to conduct the business of the State Government
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2,3 and 4 only
(d)1,2,3and 4




Container Port Performance
Index (CPPI) 2023



* India's port development program received a major boost as 9 ports from India were included in
the Global Top 100 for the first time in the Container Port Performance Index (CPPI), 2023.

* The credit for this achievement has been given to the Sagarmala programme which has focused
on the modernisation of the ports and improving their efficiency.
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About the Index:
It is a global index developed by the World Bank and S&P Global Market Intelligence. It measures
and compares the performance of container ports around the world.

* The index ranks 405 global container ports by efficiency, focusing on the duration of port stay
for container vessels.

fay dob 3 THUSH! i @%@ﬂm?ﬁﬂ dafy gl R Y
i%—l{di?lnsﬁu‘c{&fh ﬂl%c%caﬁ?gmdlobm T A P €1 G

4050%%2 PR wsmﬂ%ﬁﬂ% RUIE W%s—l D1 SalY TR &M bigd DHRd gU Gl b YR T




 Global Ranking:

* In the CPPI 2023 rankings, Yangshan
Port in China is first, followed by the
Port of Salalah in Oman. The Port of
Cartagena is third, and Tangier-
Mediterranean is fourth.
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* India’s Position:
* Visakhapatnam Port jumped from 115 in 2022 to 19 in the 2023 rankings, becoming
the first Indian port to reach the Global Top 20.

* Mundra Port also improved its position, rising from 48 last year to 27 in the current
ranking.

«Seven-other Indian ports, which secured ranks in the top 100, are Pipavav (41),

Kamarajar (47), Cochin (63), Hazira (68), Krishnapatnam (71), Chennai (80) and
Jawaharlal Nehru (96).
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* According to the Ministry of Shipping, around 95% of India's trading by
volume and 70% by value is done through maritime transport.

* |In November 2020, the Prime Minister renamed the Ministry of Shipping
as the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways.
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* India is the sixteenth-largest maritime country in the world with a coastline of 7,516.6
kms.

* The Indian ports and shipping industry play a vital role in sustaining growth in the
country’s trade and commerce.The Ports sector in India is being driven by high growth

in external trade.
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* India is home to the largest ship breaking facilities in the world with
over 150 yards along its coast. On an average, close to 6.2 Million GT
(Gross Tonnage) is scrapped in India every year, which accounts for
33% of the total scrapped tonnage in the world.

* India is recycling around 70 lakh GT every year, followed closely by
Bangladesh, Pakistan and China.

 Alang Ship Breaking Yard in Gujarat being the world's largest ship
recycling facility.
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Q. Consider the following pairs: (2023)

Port

Well known as

Kamarajar Port

First major port in India registered as a company

Mundra Port

Visakhapatnam Port

Largest privately owned port in India

Largest container port in India

How many of the above pairs are correctly matched?

(a) Only one pair
(b) Only two pairs

(c) All three pairs

(d) None of the pairs







Recently, the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) won the Blue
Planet Prize for 2024.

IPBES was awarded as "the leading global authority on the state of knowledge and science about
biodiversity, ecosystem services and nature's contributions to people".

The other awardee is Robert Costanza from the Institute for Global Prosperity, University College London, for
his contributions to the field of ecological economics.
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About Blue Planet Prize:
It was established in 1992, the year of the Rio Earth Summit.

This award is given annually by Japan's Asahi Glass Foundation for outstanding achievements in scientific
research and its application which have helped to solve global environmental problems.

Two winners are chosen every year and the prize includes an award of USD 500,000.
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*An independent intergovernmental body aimed at
strengthening the science-policy interface for
biodiversity and ecosystem services.

*In Panama City in 2012 by 94

Governments (including India)

*Currently has more than 145 Member States.
*Secretariat - Bonn, Germany.

Established




. Consider the following statements regarding the Blue Planet Prize:

1.The Blue Planet Prize is awarded annually by the Asahi Glass Foundation of Japan.

2.1t was established in the year 1992, which coincides with the Rio Earth Summit.

3.The prize includes an award of USD 1,000,000 shared equally between the two winners.

4.The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) is one of
the 2024 awardees.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* a)1,2and 4 only
b) 1,3 and 4 only
c)1and 2 only
d)1,2,3and4
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