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* Which U.S. department recently canceled the $21 million USAID fund
meant for voter turnout in India?

- frT IARS QAT F g  F 9RT & Adgrar #AeleRr &
faw $21 fAfagar €t usAID ST g F &2

* A. Department of State / facr fasmer
B. Department of Defense / T&TT TaTTaT
C. Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) / UI{hII E&TdT
faaTeT (DOGE)

D. Federal Election Commission /'\q'EﬁTI' il?ﬂT:I' 3TANET



 What was India’s Ministry of External Affairs' (MEA) response to the
USAID funding cancellation?

+ IR & faQer AFATST (MEA) T USAID HSIT Igg I 9 &4
gfaferar oi?

* A. It praised the U.S. decision / 3Ha IANFT & by i HIMGAT T
B. It called the reports "deeply troubling" / 3°a ﬁ'cﬂ'éﬂ' T "IE
frar &1 fawg" qamn
C. It announced diplomatic sanctions on the U.S. / 81 IARST W

ToteTdes gfaeer oemsr &1 givor $i .
D. It suspended all USAID projects in India /S'Hﬁ' IRT & Tt usAID

RIS S Adfed s T



 What directive did the Supreme Court of India issue regarding school
education?

- IR & Faled AT F Fhor fALT & Faer 7 Flor @1 foger
IR fhar?

* A. Making gender sensitivity a compulsory subject / CITIE
Hagerefterar & ferary FATAT
B. Introducing military training for students / BTaT & T d=a
FIRAGTOT Y& FIAT
C. Mandatlng yoga and meditation in schools / Wﬁ H AT 3R
eqTeT FfAary HTaT
D. Reducing the syllabus for stress-free learning / dolld HAsd e &
fAT dIoaFH FH FIET



* Which Indian defense system is set to be finalized in the next 4-5
months?

;Rg;ﬁrmxﬁtmwzﬁm45mﬁaﬁwwaﬁ
o

* A. Agni-V Missile System / 313e-v fAATSS YoTTelt
B. Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile (QRSAM) System / cael
gyfafrar gag-a-gar AT Yol (QRSAM)

C. BrahMos-1l Hypersonic Missile / SEdIg-II E'IE'CIT\‘:ﬂﬁW ﬁ'\‘TIET-I'

D. S-400 Air Defense System / S-400 ag T&TT YOTTelT



* Which missile system is undergoing high-altitude trials in India?

« IRA H Hid W RIS Yomell 3= FA$ 9T qA4I0T & Sk @
ST TE B2

e A. Prithvi-II /tr%a"r-u
B. Shaurya Missile / 2il¥ fAaT=Ser

C. Akash Missile System / 31ThTQI ﬁw
D. Nirbhay Cruise Missile / {33



* Which country became the second after China to launch a digital pilot
license system?

- AT F 91 FiT A1 g Bfoed qrrere aEdw orrel AR FA
aTelT G R FAT?

* A. USA / BFd T ARG
B. Russia / o |
C. India / AR
D. United Kingdom /'!I?-IE?.?)' ICTED)



* Under which constitutional article can an MP be disqualified due to
absence from Parliament?

- JHE W IHaUfd & FROT fhdll Are 1 Aiau & 7
HITOE & ded AP ARG R ST qFAT §7

* A. Article 75(3) /m 75(3)
B. Article 101(4) / 3fsTee 101(4)

C. Article 356 / W 356
D. Article 123 /W 123



* The Indian government is planning to lease out airports under which
model?

» AT WFR fFH Alse F dga ga1$ 373sl A il W A d
AISToTT &1 & 872

* A. Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) Model / iﬁ«g-ﬁqiz-giaw (BOT)
HTSoT
B. Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Model I ICEIGE G U LE AR
(PPP) HATSW y
C. 100% FDI Model / 100% 9caaT fagelt f@der (Fpi) ATser
D. Revenue Sharing Model / TISTEd '\cﬂgﬁ'lff HISol



 What is the key objective of the Electronic Personnel License (EPL)
system in India?

-m%ﬁsﬁarg“l'ﬁmqﬂma@ir(wumsﬁmﬂmww
Fq7 2

* A. Replace traditional pilot licenses with digital ones / IRIRE qIde
a8y 1 Bfoed dasd9 ¥ s ‘
B. Automate railway signaling systems / {eld TQ3ITaeT YOIl &1
AT T ’
C. Enhance digital identity verification for citizens / AR & faT
fefoeer ggarer GcagaT Y JEr &=t
D. Issue blockchain-based trade licenses / s« IMUTRT AR

ABAY AR HIAT



* What is the purpose of India’s efforts in lithium exploration with
Argentina?

-gﬁﬁm%mmﬂ;mwmmwzrw
?
* A. To improve nuclear energy production [ AMART FAT I9EGT A

ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ' h T
B. To support India’s electric vehicle and battery industry / HRd &

SAFeH e 3 Jeq 3gAT F FANT G
C. To increase the gold reserve of India / IR & TIUT SR &I
CrAG]|

D. To develop high-speed rail technology / 31%'—@'13’ I dheileh
fasfaa &t



Marilyn Monroe

- “I'm selfish, impatient and a little insecure. I make mistakes, I
am out of control and at times hard to handle. But if you can't
handle me at my worst, then you sure as hell don't deserve me

at my best.”
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Textiles have entered their popular
era, encouraged by revivalists, .

patrons, curators an:
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8 trapped as Telangana tunnel
roof caves in; rescue efforts on

India,
enjoy exemplary
ties, says MEA

NEW DELEE
India 3nd Bhutan enjoy
“exernplary ties” and the visit
of Prime Mnister Tshering
Tobgay was in keeping with the
tracktion of regular exchanges
between the two countries, the
Ministry of External Affas said
» PAGE 3

ight persons were
| D

ide an under-con-
struction tunnel of the Sti-

sallam Left Bank Canal
project after a section of its

came

Aam rty Dethi
convener Gopat Rai said on
Saturday that his party wit
restnscture frontal groups to
address

periodically.n PAGE 2

No headway was made
in the rescue
teams o((he ha(lnnal Dly
aster F

13 injured after roof of Srisailam
on the tunnel floor: Army and

ect tunnel ©

DRF experts to reach site soon: Prime

s owing to seepage of water: umcnb say four feet of water h.;>
State of all

Racing against time: Police and fire services personnel near the Srisallam Left Bank Canal tunnet in

making

Nagarkurmoot Gistrict of Telangana on Saturday. SEECIAL ARRANGENE

taffers

to
gnsure oxygen supply in
the mnne

trapped were
identified as Manoj Kurnar
(project 3 Sri Ni-

(NDRE) fromm
Vijayawada reached
the site_ The authorities are

was (sdte engineer): Sunny
singh and Gurpreet S:

st
the tunnel boring machine

Jagta Xess, Santosh Sahu,

Anuy Sahu (all labourers).
inister for

Irrigation N. Uttam Kumar

Reddy has sought the help
of tunnel rts from the

o Usmakhand & couple of
years ago. They are expect-
Z3'o arrive kate as night or
early on Sunday.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi called up Telan-
gana Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Re enquir
uxt the incident and of
fered all assistan.
the Centr

The Chief Minister ex-
plained to the Prime Minis-
ter how the incident took
place.

Damp structure
Authorities of the Irriga-
tion Department

£ wa-

floor. 1t eventually led to
the tunnel crumbling over
a stretch of eight metres.

Aloag with experts from

the situation at the site.

Ministry plans to
harmfual’

1
armiul- content on dighal
platforms. » PAGE S

wEwW YoRK
American-Lebanese man
was feund guilty on Friday of
wesst

Matar faces D to 25 years in
prison and will be in

Turtle dawn

e—
0 st seen on the Rushikulys beach on Odisha's castern coast. EEWARANIAN ROUT

Hope Oli gets
India invite in
first half of this
year: Nepal FM

Nepal awaits an invitation
for its Prime Minister K.P.
Sharma Oli to visit India,
Nepall Forelgn Minister Ar-
Rana said on Sa-
l'urdzy She said she hoped
that Mr. Oll would be invit-
to New Delhi in the
~first half~ of 2025.
Her comments Indicate
a strain in ties over India’s
unusual delay in hosting
the Nepall PA

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 4

Manipur sees rising
support for push to
surrender weapons

o

Manipur Governor Ajay Kimar Bhalla with CRPF Director-General
Gyanendra Pratap Singh at the Ra) Bhavan. sse

wi
NEW DELHI

Members of the Kuki-Zo
community in Chura-
chandpur district of Mani-
pur surrendered 16 loots

by

Bhalla_ s, in-

<l rifles, under-

barrel grenade launchers,
tine e

genc
serve Police Force and Ma-
nipur Police.

The AR said in a state-
ment that the agencies or-
ganised a series of meet-

s with  th al

e Boc:
community and the “act of
of in

surr
fore a crackdown begins.

armed members of Aram-
bai Tenggol, a radical Mei-
tei outhit were appreh

were juventles and were re-
le. sonate
grounds due to the ongo-
ing board examinations, a

the hill and valley areas is

Iikely in furthe:

sutrenders in the Stare.
The previous day, a .303

and ¢
cive steps may backfire.
R recovered 11 wea-

rifle, magazines, bullet- pons, a toy pistol, walkie-

proof jackets, helmets and Ikie sets, bullet-proof

a “looted tear - Jjackets and 2.5 lakh cash

were surrendered in  from the suspects.

Kakching and K. i Manipur  Police

districts. Tisre iraiiicand 2N Dol
On Thursday, the Gover-  districts to deposit the re-

nor appealed to people covered | “oowed . po

from  all in

ethnic  wviolence-hit
State to surrender looted
police weapons by Febru-
ary 26 and warned of strict
otherwise.

A sensor government of-
ficial said security forces,
including the police and
the army. have been asked
to wai for the conclusson

efther with the Army for-
mations or the AR for “safe

view the security

in Mani, on Februa:

28, a first since President’s
was tm; the

State on February 13.

April » PAGE 12

Congress asks Modi to come clean on Trump’s claim on USAID money

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

a video dlip of U.S.

WASHINGTON
U.S. President Donald Trumg

Force General C.Q Brown, and
pushed out five cther Admerals
and is in an
unprecedented shake-up of
miftary leadership. » PAGE 12
cm
=

']'he Yideo showing Mr.
made

“PM Modi must u.m to
his friend President

and strongly refute lhe alv
legation

about to gwe 21 millon to
him and India for increas-

gresss media and publicity
wing, said at a press confe-
rence.

L leading the nation”
Mr. Khera alleged that the
BJP-RSS ecosystem was
making wild allegations to

while. addreslxg a meeting
State Governors on
saturday, was released by
the White House.

a
against credible civil socie-
ty members, NGOs, and
political “They
must not only be named

QQ M Moddi masss

ansd stromgdy ¢

that America was abe
s2

ded. Several BJP leaders
have said the money went
1o civil soclety o sa-
tions. pathetic to the

friend. Pressdent Trump.

te the allegtion

« 1o mive

miltion to him and Indis for

sing votes turmout
A

alk 1o his

Congress. Citing data ana-
is a new:

lill»hled Narional Democrat-

Allsa: me (2014-
S024) while Ingia recelved
S1.2 billion in gr:
41.3%. during the Con-
gressded United Progres-
sive Alliance regime (2004~
2013).

Mr. Khera claimed that
the USAID had disbursed
$650 million to India bet-

ween 2021 and 2024. “Why
nd for what purposes aid
the Modi

He claimed that S1.3 bil-
Hon, or 44.4%, of this mo-
ney was given during the

ceive $656 million  bec-
ween FY2I and FY24?" he
asked. The Congress lead-
er added that the first
batch of funds $3.65,000
meant to support “demo-
cratic participation and ci-

vil soctety” came in the

~During 2012, the Anna
Hazare movement was at
its peak, Arvind Kejriwal
was his own party.
[then-Gujarat] CM Naren-
was gearing to be

“Even Modi ji's much
hyped Swachh Bharac Ab-

gress leader asked, redrar-
lng

Whive

dra party’s
the BIP's PM so,

who benefitted from these Papex on the issue
funds? Who eats a
Inthe Lok Sabhas~ Me  leader KC. v

announced by Mr. Modi.

referred to the U.S. Presi-
dent’s remarks urging U.S.
Governors to switch to
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How was
‘Vikatanw’ made
inaccessible?

What are the rules? How do website
orders work in In
can a website owner do:

Arcon Deep
The story so far:
he website of the Tamil magazin
T vicaian. v cendered inaces
re.
BJE% Tamil Nacin peexidene X Annamatal
letter to L. Murugan, the Minister of State for

aboui a canoom re.umnng Prime Minister
endra Modi and President Donald
Crump. -rhemasulne as well as State leaders
Nh Chief Minister M.K. Stalin,
the move as an attack on freedom of expression.

Why was there a complaint about a cartoon?

Ananda Vikatan has been a mainstay in the

“Tamil magazine space, and in its most recent

avatar bas been a constant source of political
The

p\bllshes an online e-magazine for paving
subscribers called Vikatan Plus. The lebrunry 10
edition of this digital magazine had a cove

cartoon featuring Prime Minister Modi -h-cued
n chains, seated next to President Trump. Th
shackling was a reference to the plight of the
migrants being deported from the

Website blockings are
governed by Section piction of
69A of the Information  the Prlme Minister
Technology Act. 2000,  Set off,

hoard mmm-y
planesin chains.

government to block a
wehsite in the finterest

of sovercignty and wrote to
intearity of India® Ministry of
Information and

Broadcasting (MIB). He accused the
~operating as a mouthpiece of the DMK~

How was it rendered unavailable?
The Union government did not issue any
statement confirming or denying that the
website was made inaccessible. The Hindu was
able to confirm with four people aware of

order that led to Vikatan's inaccessibility, that it
was issued by the MIB. The 1&E dissemninated
the the D

Il“ell\el and
telecom operators, after the website was
no¢ accessible in majority 'of thelr networke:

India, security of the State, friendly relatons

with forelgn States or public order or far

preventing incitement”. The blocking orders are

confidential, and a copy has not been provided

to Vikatan or to the public.
Th

e and
Safegruards for Blocking for Access of

then constitutes a committee that takes a
decision_ Ifa bloddng is directed, the
is looped in

& send the order to broadband and telecom
players. This is different from the framework for
removing content within a given website or
streaming service. That is by the

Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules,
2021, which are regulations under the IT Act
ring the I&B Ministry and the IT

a specific piece of content within a
website is not possible without the cooperation
of the website’s publisher, as internet networks
can only see the name of the domain, and not
what a user is viewing on a given website.

‘What can ‘Vikatan® do?
Under the 2009 s, a notice should
be sent to the website which is liable to be
blocked, so that they may make a

bya
T o T pubnshe.s of VLC Media
were able to obtain an unblocking of their

2 in discuss!

omich i o
coessibill

hearing “does not align with press freedom
principles.”

What is India’s dilemama over fighter jets?

Does India have to opt for the F
deals with Russia? Why were plans to 2

The story so far:
he two foremost Fifth Generation
Fighsex Alrcrafl (FCRA) of Risisla and
the U.S., the SU-57 and F-35, got a lot
of artention at Aero India, which was
held from February 1034 in Bengaluru, with the
former being the with
s manoeuvres. Just as that wound up, U.S.
President Donald Trump, addressing

the U.S. is also paving the way
provide India with F-35 stealth fighters.

single-

e Ny and the Marine Cocpe. in Sddition to
the US., the pi has seven inx nal
ners, and 10 foreign sal

the lead contractor Lockheed Martin, with 20
participants in the pre mme.
Noting that it wasnt a firm offer yet and whar
eant

rst reqy nts
have to be raised by the services, and only then

The costs

are
substantial
and India

has never

operated a
US. fighter
jet

A —_
AU, A ‘Foroe I-35 Ughtening B ightar et on dispiay atAero

Mew wings:
Inclia 2025 in Bengslury. DRAKAR PERI

5 offered bv us. l’mddem Donald Trump? What about defence

? What is the status of an

Combat Alrcraft (LCA) and the AMCA, that is at
least a decade away from induction.
e has been a delay in the deliveries of 83
re:

bedenveud to the IAF this year; the mdexforsa

I ous by

e opions on offer studied. “Creating an option
ormtsrypeulm nt for us and we
certainly look at it with an open mind.” e said.
The U.S. G ent Acc e ts will be completed in three-and-a-half
(GAD), which s mandated by the U.S. Congress | Offcials said that the more capable LCA-MIS 15
to review ¢ . said in a May 2 Spected to make first flight in early 2026. The
report that the fence Anmca 1o roll

upwards of $100 million per aircraft with
armaments and associated costs. India has never
gperated a US. fighter, and an advanced fighter

like the ¥-35 will need new facilities for training
and maintenance.

Wit fs the status of the Russian figiser joi?

it is pertinent to note that in 2010, Indsa
i signed a preliminary ds agr:veman( to
lmﬂy P

both countr! coch had tvested
$295 million for preliminary design
completed in 2013. But

oduuce e FGFA, now the SU-57, for use
fes after wi

end-2026 or euly-zozr certified by 2032 and

featy for n by 2034. In addition, there is
Droposal for 114 Multh Role Fighter Alrcraft

BT e o ported and

Hcence- actured locally but has seen no

progress for many years, with the Request For
Information (RFD issued in April 2019. However,
given the gap in mumbers, the MRFA as
envisaged may now be too expensive and too

ate to address the crisis. Last October, IAF chief

Air Chief 1A P Slnghslldthe MRFA was
“needed as on yesterday.

While several experts and observers pitched

for two F-35 Irons as a st e
complex process and timelines, it would be a
decade before the J arrive. 6 Rafale d

« €7.57 billion from France in 2016 is

followed over the high cost and limited
 transfer.

acase in polne. In additdon, India had pald over
€1 billion in esearch and

costs for lndh»speclﬁc enhancements on the
Eafales s the o

any new addition to
(he LAFS aheady ivarse flaet will create a

What is the 1AF’s squadron strength?
The IAF has a sancrioned strength of 42.5 fighter
squadrons, but, is languishing today at 3

af

ageing, plauforms ~Somewhere India got left
behind and is stuck in the middie. rhereuablg
gap and major countries have moved forward,
noted a senior official. China,

suggest that Pakistan is looking to acquire 40
J-35 fifth generation jets from China.
a

high-evel commitiee led by the Defence
chalk the 1AF and
address ope.—moml gaps. The report which was

powered by the GE F-404 and F-414 jet engines,
a significant ion of the fighter fleet.
The licence manufacture onhe |~-4u engine

or the new 1I0KN engine,
co-developed and co-produced oith Prance for
the AMCA-MK2, will mean that India would be
dependent on others for the most critical
systems. The Indian aero engine space for both

fixed wing and helicopters will be powered by
the US. and France for the Temtor e century, as

eveloped engines power India’s

Ty, s
still in the wurks officials confirmed.

What is in the pipeline?
India has an ambitious plan to acquire over SO0
fighter jets, a bulk of them variants of the Light

ters, that too of the highest
. ely

and impact plans on indigenous manufacturing.

Why is three-language policy controversial?

Initiive. While T.N. ks eager to participae in the
P SHRI scheme, it staunchly oppases the

indi, English,
preferably a south Indian language — white
States were
teach the local regional language, Hindi, and
. In contrast. NEP 2020 offers greater

Mdajor polliical pardes; (kMg e roling DAAK
the principal opposition All-India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazl (ALADMK), have
consistently opposed any efforts 1o alter this
policy. In 2019, backlash led the Kasturirangan
to remove the v
TeaTming chaties from the dean NED.

¢ is the three-language

attempt to impose Hindi?

Political parties and activists in T-N. view the

three-language as a “smokescreen” and a
o impose Hindi. The

policy seen as an

- ot
States in key

fAexibilicy, not specific
language on any State. 1t states that “the three
languages learned by ren will be the

chokoes of States, regians, and, of couras, the

Nactonal Education r‘bh:y NEP> 2000, One of
the State's core objections to the NEP Is its

of
Justifies such mandates, hzsdeclztedﬂlzldﬁ
State will not submit to ~

s historically adopted two-Lai

What does the NEP 2020 state?
m NEP 2020 has retained the

metrics

20d his allies

Deputy Seatin
protest againzt Pﬂv‘slhreelxnxnag: Policyin Chennai on February 18.% A

as at least two of
= This

nguage.
children would be required to learn at least one
other Indian language — not necessarily HindL
The policy also emphasises bilingual teaching.
age/moth

particularly in the
tongue and b))ghsh Consplcaously, it places
significant emphasis on Sanskrit as an optional
choice within the three-language formula.

Wiy is there opposition to this policy in T.N.?
Tamil Nadu has long resisted the “impasition of
HindF In 1937, when the C. Rajagopalachari

Hindia compulsory _mb,ec accaiary
achonols, the kiwtice Rarty farcely opposed &

atempt ey
argue thar, in praceice, the inplementation of &
three-language scheme would inevitably lead to

nion Government and prominent BIP leaders
the

have

of Hindi. In 2019, the Unson Budget allocated

250 crore to support the appointment of Hindi
speaking States. Critics

contend the Centre’s actions do not match its
rhetoric on promoting al languages, as
evidenced by the lack of efforts to hire adequate

guage policy is non-negotisble. He
teped Mr. Stalin to rise shove polkical
the State: ok viewlrie

© young m
o partitipated a the agitation, died and
became icons in the

the NEP mm O with a -myopic vision
Mr. Stalin has accused Mr. Pn:dlnn of

movement. Rajaji eventually resigned, and the
Brics]

State witnessed violent protests that led to the
deaths of a least 7O people in police shootings

When Partiament adopte
(Amendment) Act, 1967, an and the Offici.

attempeing to “impose Hindi~ under the guise of
the NEPs policy. M. Stalin has vowed that, as
long as the DMK and he are around, Tamil and
s interests will not be compromised.

What is the way forward?

Language Resolutio which
teaching of Finds As part of the three language
formula. In January 1968, the ‘adras Assembly,
led by the C.N. Annadurat-led first Dravida

from
o the concurr during the Emergency.
ouNy T weith Ies long-sta
two-language poll

licy. has. mnslslenrly

calling for the scrapping of
the three-language formula and the elimination
of Hindi from the cusric Y schools.
Since then, the State has ste: followed its
two langusge policy teaching Tamil and English.

States i key metrics
such as Gross Enrokment Ratio and re reduced
schoal dropout rates.
teaching a third language heuld ot be allowed
to derail funding for Samagra Shiksha, a

for




What is India’s dilemma over fighter jets?

Does India have to opt for the F-35 offered by US. President Donald Trump? What about defence

deals with Russia? Why were plans to acquire the SU-57 dropped? What is the status of an

indigenous fighter jet? Is India too dependent on foreign capabilities and technology?

Dinakar Peri

The story so far:
he two foremost Fifth Generation
Fighter Aircraft (FGFA) of Russia and
the U.S., the SU-57 and F-35, got a lot
of attention at Aero India, which was
held from February 10-14 in Bengaluru, with the
former undoubtedly being the showstopper with
its manoeuvres. Just as that wound up, U.S.
President Donald Trump, addressing a press
meet with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, said
the U.S. is also paving the way to “ultimately”
provide India with F-35 stealth fighters.

What’s the F-35?

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is a single seat,
single-engine strike fighter jet with three
variants, F-35A, which has a conventional
take-off and landing for the Air Force, F-35B
short take-off/vertical landing for the Marine
Corps and an F-35C aircraft carrier variant for
the Navy and the Marine Corps. In addition to
the U.S., the programme has seven international
partners, and 10 foreign military sales
customers, and the jets are expected to be in
service well into the 2080s. As of January 30,
2025, 1,110 F-35s were delivered, according to
the lead contractor Lockheed Martin, with 20
participants in the programme.

Noting that it wasn’t a firm offer yet and what
Mr. Trump meant was that they will look at a
roadmap for making the F-35 available, Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh said recently that
India “will look at that offer once it becomes a
firm offer.” Pointing out that there is a protocol
to be followed, he said that first requirements
have to be raised by the services, and only then

The costs
are
substantial
and India
has never
operated a
US. fighter
jet
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New wings: A U.S. Air Force F-35 Lighteniﬁg Il fighter jet on displray a

t Aero

are options on offer studied. “Creating an option
of this type is important for us and we will
certainly look at it with an open mind,” he said.

The U.S. Government Accountability Office
(GAO), which is mandated by the U.S. Congress
to review the programme, said in a May 2024
report that the Department of Defence estimates
that these development efforts — as well as the
costs to maintain and operate the 2,470 planned
aircraft through 2088 — will exceed $2 trillion.
Based on various estimates, the F-35 costs
upwards of $100 million per aircraft with
armaments and associated costs. India has never
operated a U.S. fighter, and an advanced fighter
like the F-35 will need new facilities for training
and maintenance.

What is the status of the Russian fighter jet?

It is pertinent to note that in 2010, India and
Russia signed a preliminary design agreement to
jointly produce the FGFA, now the SU-57, for use
by both countries after which each had invested
$295 million for preliminary design which was
completed in 2013. But protracted negotiations
followed over the high cost and limited
technology transfer. One of the limiting factors
was that it was a single seater and the creation of
a twin-seat variant, the IAF’s preference, would
mean a steep rise in costs. India eventually
pulled out of the FGFA project and decided to go
with its indigenous FGFA, the Advanced Medium
Combat Aircraft (AMCA).

What is the IAF’s squadron strength?

The IAF has a sanctioned strength of 42.5 fighter
squadrons, but, is languishing today at 31
squadrons with a significant proportion of
ageing platforms. “Somewhere India got left
behind and is stuck in the middle. There is a big
gap and major countries have moved forward,”
noted a senior official. China, Russia and the U.S.
have already fielded fifth generation fighter jets,
with China recently stealing a march over
everyone else as it flew two advanced fifth
generation fighters, dubbed by some as a
sixth-generation jet, in addition to the two jets
already developed and inducted. Reports
suggest that Pakistan is looking to acquire 40
J-35 fifth generation jets from China.

In December, the government constituted a
high-level committee led by the Defence
Secretary to chalk out a roadmap for the IAF and
address operational gaps. The report which was
scheduled to be submitted by end-January, is
still in the works, officials confirmed.

What is in the pipeline?
India has an ambitious plan to acquire over 500
fighter jets, a bulk of them variants of the Light

Combat Aircraft (LCA) and the AMCA, that is at
least a decade away from induction.

There has been a delay in the deliveries of 83
LCA-MKIA already contracted, with 97 more to
be ordered. The delay in deliveries has been
partly due to engine delays from General
Electric (GE), and Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) has now assured that 12 jets will
be delivered to the IAF this year; the order for 83
jets will be completed in three-and-a-half years.
Officials said that the more capable LCA-Mk2 is
expected to make first flight in early 2026. The
AMCA prototype is expected to roll out by
end-2026 or early-2027, certified by 2032 and
ready for induction by 2034. In addition, there is
the proposal for 114 Multi-Role Fighter Aircraft
(MRFA) to be imported and
licence-manufactured locally but has seen no
progress for many years, with the Request For
Information (RF) issued in April 2019. However,
given the gap in numbers, the MRFA as
envisaged may now be too expensive and too
late to address the crisis. Last October, IAF chief
Air Chief Marshal A. P. Singh said the MRFA was
“needed as on yesterday.”

While several experts and observers pitched
for two F-35 squadrons as a stopgap, given the
complex process and timelines, it would be a
decade before the jets arrive. The 36 Rafale deal
contracted at €7.87 billion from France in 2016 is
a case in point. In addition, India had paid over
€1 billion in one-time research and development
costs for India-specific enhancements on the
Rafales. Speeding up the domestic programmes
is of critical importance as any new addition to
the IAF’s already diverse fleet will create a
maintenance nightmare and also take away
focus and resources from indigenous efforts.

When did diversification begin?

Russian military hardware has constituted a bulk
of the Indian military inventory, including the
IAF, for decades and diversification began in the
early 2000s. However, diversification shouldn’t
mean moving from one dependency to another.
As per the current plan, by early 2040, the IAF
will have 220 LCA-MK1 variants, at least 120
LCA-Mk2s and the initial batch of AMCAs, all
powered by the GE F-404 and F-414 jet engines,
a significant proportion of the fighter fleet.

The licence manufacture of the F-414 engine
or the new 110KN engine, likely to be
co-developed and co-produced with France for
the AMCA-Mk2, will mean that India would be
dependent on others for the most critical
systems. The Indian aero engine space for both
fixed wing and helicopters will be powered by
the U.S. and France for the rest of the century, as
French co-developed engines power India’s
indigenous helicopters. ~

So adding new fighters, that too of the highest
technological threshold of the U.S., would surely
come with a lot of riders, some intrusive and
some that could stymie operational flexibility
and impact plans on indigenous manufacturing.




e | 1| Background & Current Scenario (W IR FAAE ﬁﬂﬁ')

* India is considering multiple options for fighter jets, including F-35 (USA), SU-57
(Russia), and indigenous AMCA (India).

+ AR TH-35 (AR, THY-57 (¥W) I Faeelt vowdiv (sma) wfea
H§ a3 AW W #T TET &

* The Aero India 2025 event in Bengaluru showcased the F-35 as a strong
contender, with U.S. President Donald Trump stating that the aircraft could be

offered to India.

+ AT A T T 33471 2025 FIC #H TH-35 FI T Ao GHAGR &
T H grda far a3, 3R 3RS Useufa ATes v A 3@ HRT A
9 FIA Hr 91T Fall




India has traditionally operated Russian aircraft (MiG, Sukhoi),
but is now exploring Western and indigenous options.

AR IRIRF 1 & T AT (i, §@18) F1 weree
FIAT TET &, afhe 39 oiRas stk waeft Reeut & @l
Y T@T ¢




» [2] The F-35 & Its Challenges (T®%-35 3iX 3 W)

* The F-35 is a 5th Generation Stealth Fighter with different variants
(F-35A, F-35B, and F-35C) for the U.S. Air Force, Navy, and Marine

Corps.

- T6-35 T& 5d1 iy &1 ey az% oA g, s faffes
HEHIOT (F-35A, F3533ﬁ?F35C)3ﬂ§’ﬁ?ﬁraﬁr@?ﬂ A= 3%

70T P & AT TT AT F)




As of January 2025, 1,110 F-35s have been delivered globally.

Setadl 2025 dF, giadar 8T # 1,110 vh-35 fa@met i Behadt ar T 2

Major challenges for India:

* High cost (over $100 million per aircraft with maintenance).
« A & faT FEg geifaar
o 3T aRTd (ITd [dA=T $100 AT & 3f8®, TW@E 31e0)|

e No previous operational experience with U.S. fighter jets.

o IANF T3 AW F AT ARG F1 FIS qF FATol 37T 81|



[3] The Russian SU-57 & India's Withdrawal (&t THy-57 3R HRT &1

AT § gea)

India & Russia signed an agreement in 2010 to co-develop the SU-57 under
the FGFA (Fifth Generation Fighter Aircraft) project.

R 3 &7 o 2010 #H THY-57 & THAITHT (o e HEe
RHWe) IRISAT & d6d Tg-AefAa F &1 gasitar ear am




India withdrew in 2018 citing high costs and limited technology transfer.

HRT A 2018 # 3og anrd IR AT WA geareror & FRor g9 RIS & geat
&1 e fa|

Instead, India decided to develop its own 5th Gen fighter - AMCA (Advanced Medium Combat
Aircraft).

SHS T, AR A e 58 N1 w1 a3 Rae - voadiv (vsares #Hifdgs sre
wRFFe) fAFfaa Fa &1 haer fam)




E Indigenous Fighter Jet Programs (ﬁﬂ'&ﬁ CEIE
CLICESITCIE I

A. Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas (g c<hl CEIEY
AT - d99)

LCA Tejas has been successfully inducted, and 97
jets have been ordered.

TorHIT ds ¥ F AAdYds A fHAT =T
g, 3ix 97 fa#ET F1 ST A = §




B. Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA) (Um AERIA Firde
TIIHIFE - TUHHIT)

India’s indigenous 5th Gen fighter, expected to make its first flight in
2026, induction by 2032.

AR FT1 Faeelt 54 A 1 31 @A, St 2026 # ggelt 33
3 X 2032 & ar # A« fRar e




C. Multi-Role Fighter Aircraft (MRFA) (FHed-Tel PIgcY TIIHIFC -
THIAUTHU)

Proposed plan to acquire 114 MRFA jets, likely imported initially but with
long-term indigenous production.

114 AN 3% faAEr 1 @lg A1 Jeen, Fad & 5 & A
AT fFT SATUa Afhd a9 A Taceft v ¥ AT fFw smeer




India’s Air Force Strength & Future Needs (TR arg a1 Y afFa 3R
O CEDETS 1Y)

* India’s sanctioned strength is 42.5 fighter squadrons, but only 31 are operational.

STR?{;?%T_E"IWQW425WW% dfher daer 31 TfpT TT @ FH
C Xy I

* Retirement of older MiG-21s and Jaguars is increasing the need for new fighters.

- W fA9-21 3R IR faAE @ dafagiy F FRor v ag @AaAEt @
Jraegsar 9 W &

* Pakistan is reportedly acquiring 35 J-35 fighters from China.

+ qifdEarT diT & 35 -35 a5 A @liesr i Aerar 9= W@ 7



* |6

Economic & Strategic Implications (3T

* A. Economic Aspects (3TTd® qge])
* Purchasing expensive jets like F-35 could strain India's defence budget.

 TH-35 ST A I AEGAT ARG F &I d9ic G AR IS9m|

* Investing in indigenous development (AMCA, LCA) could boost India's
aerospace industry.

. Tacell R (ToAdIT, TadHiv) A A9 F & AR & TI0Ey
IS I dgrar A

¥ 3R wEifas gama)



* B. Political & Strategic Aspects (JSTaliTde 3 orAfaw q%T*[\)

* India must balance its relations with the U.S. and Russia while
maintaining defence autonomy.

- IR A IARFT A T & AT 394 FIUT F AT FIAT
g1, |TY & T&T ATcATANAT S=11w T@er g

* Dependence on any one country for fighter jets can impact strategic
decisions.

o fRdl T ¢ W A3 QAT & fow AeRar weifas o
FT YT T TFa! ¢



Sunil Mittal receives Britain’s
honourary knighthood medal

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, February 22

BHARTI ENTERPRISES
FOUNDER and chairman Sunil
Bharti Mittal on Saturday
received the prestigiousaward
from the British Empire for
exceptional service to UK-
India business relation, and
contribution to business and
philanthropy. He was hon-
oured with the Knight Com-
mander of the most excellent
order of the British Empire
(KBE), at a special investiture
ceremony in the presence of
friends and family at the
British High Commissioner’s
residence in New Delhi,
according to a release by
British High Commission.

“I'was delighted to present
Sunil Bharti Mittal the KBE
medal on behalf of His Majesty
the King. Mr Mittal is a great
friend of the UK — with signifi-
cant investments, including
BT, Gleneagles, Norlake Hospi-
tality,and OneWeb,”said Lindy
Cameron, British High Com-
missioner to India.

The ceremony followed the
announcement in 2024 by
King Charles IIT of the UK that
will be awarded an honourary

Bharti Enterprises founder and chairman Sunil Bharti Mittal

Knighthood. With this, Mittal
became the first Indian citizen
toreceive suchan honourfrom
the British monarch,recognis-
ing his significant contribu-
tions to strengthening busi-
ness tiesbetweenIndiaand the
UK. “It is an honour to have
received the KBE from His
Majesty, King Charles III. As
Indiaand the United Kingdom
continue to chart remarkable
scale in our bilateral relations,
Iacknowledge this recognition
both as a privilege and a
responsibility,” Mittal said ina
statement.

“l remain committed to
working with stakeholders in

ournations towards advancing
India - UKbusinessrelations,”
he added.

The British High Commis-
sion said Mittal’s leadership
has made a lasting impact on
the UK-India partnership,
including through his work
with the India-UKCEO Forum.

Most recently, Mittal also
led a senior Indian business
delegation to the UK to meet
with Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, the Foreign Secretary,
the Chancellor, and other
Cabinet Ministers to identify
opportunities for accelerating
economic growth across
both nations.



e | 1] Background & Significance (W 3T Hgcd)

* Sunil Bharti Mittal, Founder & Chairman of Bharti Enterprises,
received the Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire
(KBE).

- Foltel AR AT, R Teturgelsr & gEaTas 3T 3res,
$Y "AET FATE G g AT A g AR WU (KBE)" &
HFATAT TohaT I




 Awarded for his exceptional service in strengthening UK-India
business relations and contributions to business and philanthropy.

+ TH-ARd YR FaET H ATGd F 3T AR T RWIFR
# Aee ¥ AT I8 AW &I |

* First Indian citizen to receive this honour from the British monarch,
King Charles lil.

- fafeer gae fFor 9ed 11T I§ GFATT T FIS diel 9o
HRAT AFIRE a7



|Z| Economic & Business Impact (3Tfds& IR EER® UHT)

Mittal’s Bharti Enterprises has significant investments in the UK, including
BT, Gleneagles, Norlake Hospitality, and OneWeb.

g & AR teuses A o J did), Teoed, RS
giedctore! AR Feaa ol yH@ Fufaat # fader fFam 2




e Strengthening UK-India trade and investment ties through
platforms like India-UK CEO Forum.

- 3TEAT-I& HiE BRA S A4l & ATCIH F HRa-fac
=R R e deeat S Asea

* Led a high-level Indian business delegation to the UK to meet Prime
Minister Keir Starmer and key ministers.

- fesT A guTTHE FR FERAR AR 9w ARG @ AR
T F AT F 3oT T ARAT AR gfaAafddasa &1

Adca |



« [3] Historical & Political Context (¥fagT&® IR Uefas ?i?\'ai')

* Knight Commander of the British Empire (KBE) is a prestigious honorary title granted by the UK
government

AZe FATST 3% g fafeer vrmR (kBE)" e &R garr Rar st arem v
qﬁﬁ&rmm%l

Past Indian recipients of British knighthood include Ratan Tata and Narayana Murthy.
fafeer ATgegs wtd FA A T WA H Ia €rer AR AREer Afd arfae &)

The award reflects the deepening economic and diplomatic ties between India and the UK.

I WA $RA 3R e & fiT 7Y a nfiw 3k gedifas waut & gafar ¥




4

Social & Philanthropic Contributions (ET#HTSI® 3R qUaRl JRT1ET)

Sunil Mittal’s leadership in philanthropy through the Bharti Foundation, focusing on
education and rural development.

gl e & Aded # "0RA SEsvwe o few 3 aror e o e
€areT Hfea R ¢

Commitment to advancing India-UK partnerships in economic and social spheres.

« ARA-feT f AR F ¥ ik gwfes &= & 3 g &
PICECACI

* Recognition as a key figure in shaping global business relationships.

- dRgF AR FEUl F HFR &7 A 0F THE AfFd F T A AT |
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Modi to be chief guest for 2nd time at
Mauritius’ national day celebration

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi will travel to Mauriti-
usnextmonth as chief guest
for the national day celebra-
tions of the Indian Ocean
country. After 2015, this is
the second time Modi has
been given that honour by
Mauritius.

The announcement
about Modi’s participation
asthe guestof honouronthe
57th anniversary of the in-
dependence of Mauritiuson
March 12 was made by PM
Navinchandra Ramgoolam
in Parliamenton Friday.

“It is indeed a singular
privilege for our country to
host such a distinguished
personality, who is doing us
this honour in spite of his
very tight schedule and in
spite of his recent visits to

Modi’s visit is a testimony of the close relations between the two
nations, said Mauritius PM Navinchandra Ramgoolam (right). With
70% of its people tracing their roots to India, Mauritius is a key
partner for India in the western Indian Ocean

Paris and the United States.
He has agreed to be here as
our special guest. The visit
of Modiisatestimony of the
close relations between our

two nations,” said Ramgoo-
lam.

President Droupadi
Murmu attended Mauritius
National Day celebrations

last year as the chief guest.
With 70% of its people trac-
ing their roots to India,
Mauritius is a key partner
forIndiainthe western Indi-
an Ocean.

India last year strongly
backed the agreement be-
tween the United Kingdom
and Mauritiusforthereturn
of Mauritian sovereignty
over the Chagos archipela-
go, including Diego Garcia,
saying it completed the de-
colonisation of Mauritius.
India has consistently sup-
ported Mauritius’s claim for
sovereignty over Chagos, in
line with its long-held posi-
tion on decolonization and
support for the
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of nations, as
well as its longstanding and
close partnership with
Mauritius.




| 1] Historical & Political Aspects (ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ? IR R CIIGE ] qaT)

* PM Narendra Modi will visit Mauritius on March 12 as the chief
guest for the country's 57th Independence Day celebrations.

» YTAHAT g AN 12 AT T AT A 574 Taaaar feaa
FARE A AT AAA & T A T oA
* This is Modi’s second time as chief guest, the first being in 2015.

- IF N R § 99 fivd A F 95 GFAT Aer §, gge
aR 2015 & A& AFfAfY 9= 9




* Mauritius PM Navinchandra Ramgoolam announced this in
Parliament, calling it a "singular privilege" to host Modi.

« AT & YUTHAHH! ddleddg JHAAH o GAG A SHhI TV
#r 3R =@ "Ry g garn

* India has backed Mauritius in its claim over the Chagos Archipelago
from the UK.

- AR o AR & INY SHIEHE 9T 9T & g1 F
qHYT Rl



* | 2| Economic & Strategic Relations (3-'ITfih? 3T urEfas %iﬁ"ﬁl')

* 70% of Mauritius’ population traces its roots to India, making it a
key partner in the western Indian Ocean.

- AR AT 70% T[HEAT A 13 ARG @ 3 2, 9 ¥7
qﬁaﬁﬁamﬁmmmﬂwﬁmm%l




* Mauritius is a critical partner in trade, security, and regional stability
for India.

SR, Y& IR & e & v Al s &t
mtw’rm?'ﬁ%l

* India has invested significantly in Mauritius through infrastructure
projects and financial assistance.

mﬁﬂamﬁaﬁqﬁﬁaﬁrﬁﬁum%m&n
# FAgeayot faaer fhar g



. [3

Diplomatic & Cultural Significance (ISTA IS 3T lecﬁ-ﬁ? Hgcd)

President Droupadi Murmu attended Mauritius’ National Day celebrations last year.
Tegafa glad) 9] @ Rod af Ao & T Raw AR & smer for o

Modi’s visit symbolizes the close historical and diplomatic ties between the two

nations.

-%ﬂ%@rmmsﬁtﬁﬂ%mﬂ:maﬁwmaﬁ?mﬁmmm
|

* India’s consistent support for Mauritius’ sovereignty strengthens bilateral relations.

-ﬂﬁﬂgﬁﬁqﬂgﬁ%mmmwwﬁﬂqﬁqﬁhﬂmﬁmﬁ
AT &
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USAID funded 7 projects
in India in FY24: report

Finance Ministry report says U.S. agency funded projects worth $750 million related to agriculture,

food security, water, sanitation and hygiene, disaster management, health, and renewable energy

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

mid a raging politi-

cal controversy ov-

er the United States
Agency for International
Development’s alleged role
in influencing Indian elec-
tions, the latest annual re-
port of the Finance Minis-
try has disclosed that
USAID funded seven pro-
jects estimated at $750 mil-
lion in 2023-24.

“Currently, seven pro-
jects worth a total budget
of $750 million (approx.)
are being implemented by
USAID in partnership with
Government of India,” says
the Finance Ministry an-
nual report for 2023-24.

For the financial year
2023-24, an obligation of a
total of $97 million (about
%825 crore) has been made
by USAID under the seven
projects, it said.

The Department of Eco-
nomic Affairs under the Fi-
nance Ministry which is
the nodal department for
bilateral funding arrange-
ments has also shared the

>

Annual commitment: For 2023-24, USAID has made an obligation

L e—

of $97 million under the seven projects, the report said. REUTERS

details of projects funded
in 2023-24 in the report.

Funded projects
During the year, no fund-
ing was made for enhanc-
ing voter turnout but to
projects related to agricul-
ture and food security pro-
gramme; water, sanitation
and hygiene (WASH); re-
newable energy; disaster
management and health.
Besides, funds were
committed for Sustainable
Forests and Climate Adap-
tation Programme and

Energy Efficiency Technol-
ogy Commercialisation
and Innovation Project.

Political ~ controversy
erupted in India earlier
this month after the Elon
Musk-led Department of
Government  Efficiency
(DOGE) claimed that it had
cancelled a $21 million
grant to India to boost “vo-
ter turnout”.

U.S. President Donald
Trump also repeatedly
claimed that USAID under
the previous administra-
tion led by Joe Biden allo-

cated $21 million to India
for ‘voter turnout’. Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar on Saturday said the
information put out by the
Trump administration is
“concerning” and that the
government is looking into
it.

‘Procession of liars’

The Congress on Sunday
accused the BJP of indulg-
ing in “anti-national work”
by spreading “fake news
from America” and assert-
ed that Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Mr. Jaish-
ankar will also have to
answer as to why the go-
vernment is silent when
Mr. Trump and Mr. Musk
are  “insulting” India
repeatedly.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said,
“BJP is a procession of liars
and illiterates. The news
about $21 million, on
which the BJP and their
bootlickers were jumping
on, turned out to be fake.
The $21 million in 2022 was
not for ‘voter turnout’ in
India, but for Bangladesh.”



e [ 1] Political Aspects (TIGFﬁ'FcIHw' qaT)

* The report by the Finance Ministry disclosed that USAID funded seven projects
in India worth $750 million in FY 2023-24.

- a9 #ATery #r RUIE & @R, @ a¥ 2023-24 & JUAUIES F HRA
# 750 ATATT SreT B GIT IRASFATT F1 &7 R 4|

* Political controversy erupted when U.S. DOGE claimed that USAID had planned
to spend $21 million for voter turnout in India.

« 3TANST DOGE (Department of Government Efficiency) & &raT fhar &
JUHUATES! A HRA A AdGlT del & fav 21 Afags stax @F #a

& Aot g8 A, oww Rae st &




* External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar called the allegations
“concerning” and stated that the government is looking into them.

- fager &3 v, SHAET A IR F "Raee” gar iR
Fgl F TWHER WA T FT @ ¢

* Congress accused the BJP of indulging in “anti-national work” by
spreading "fake news from America.”

A o AN ¥ "HARST A 1§ Bl g B AR
"rree et afafdfaal & foca @19 &1 3IRT e




e [2] Funded Projects (TaT I Qﬁ'ﬂ’ITTIFITQ")

* Projects focused on agriculture, food security, water sanitation and hygiene
(WASH), disaster management, health, and renewable energy.

- IRASA3T FT 3gaT FN, WIGT @&, T Faoodl AR Faoodl
(WASH), 3TT9ST YT, W‘araﬂtaaﬁwunzrm‘r#maml

 Some funds were also committed for Sustainable Forests and Climate
Adaptation Programme and the Energy Efficiency Technology
Commercialisation and Innovation Project.




* | 3| Economic & Strategic Aspects (3-11"@3? 3 orAfas qaT)

* The total obligation made by USAID under these projects in 2023-24 was
$97 million (approx. X825 crores).

- JUHUATSS! GaRT 2023-24 # 3 IRASFAHT & dgd Fel 97
AT SaX (ST 2825 FT) &1 IfAcd SATAT AT AT|

* Bilateral funding arrangements between the USAID and the Government
of India have been a significant part of India-US relations.

- JUETIHTES AR AT TWHER & <fiT gfaveia A sgewam
HT-HARHT FaUl HT TF Ageaqor e @ 2




* | 4| Controversy Over $21 Million Funding (21 fAfoge sTaX BT
W fqarg)

* USAID was accused of attempting to influence Indian elections
through voter turnout programs.

- JUATITES W HRAT IATEl I F3Ifad FId & fw AT
HAFAT F ATCTH F TEAT FIeT T 3MRAT AT 74T

* U.S. President Donald Trump claimed that the previous
administration under Joe Biden had allocated $21 million for voter
turnout in India.




AR Iegufa Ares €T o grar fvar for S aEse werds o
HRd H AdeT de & v 21 ARy ster amafed fFo 4

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh countered, saying that the amount was
actually meant for Bangladesh, not India.

WWWWr#ngcwﬁ:wmm
& v ad afced ST & [T o)




CDU’s Merz set to be German Chancellor; AfD makes big gains

Agence France-Presse
BERLIN

Germany’s conservatives
won Sunday’s elections,
with their leader Friedrich
Merz set to become the
next Chancellor, followed
by the farright AfD in se-
cond place after record
gains, according to exit
polls.

If confirmed in the final
count, the Alternative for
Germany (AfD) roughly
doubled its score to at least
19.5%, boosted by fears ov-
er immigration and securi-
ty after a spate of deadly at-
tacks blamed on asylum
seekers.

Mr. Merz’s CDU/CSU al-
liance won at least 28.5%,

-

said the first exit polls from
two public broadcasters,
crushing the centre-left So-
cial Democrats (SPD) of the
outgoing Chancellor, Olaf
Scholz, which were look-
ing at around 16%.

Irregular immigration
Mr. Merz — a long-time par-
ty rival of ex-chancellor
Angela Merkel — has vowed
a crackdown on irregular
immigration. He hopes to
win back votes from the
AfD and halt its rise, which
has stunned many in a
country still seeking to
atone for its Nazi history.
For now, the AfD — bask-
ing in the vocal support of
key allies of U.S. President
Donald Trump - is set to

Victory move: Friedrich Merz with supporters at the party

headquarters in Berlin on Sunday, after the national election. Ap

stay in Opposition.

Before Mr. Merz, 69,
takes over from the now
caretaker chancellor
Scholz, he will have to

forge a new coalition go-
vernment in Europe’s top
economy, an often drawn-
out process he has vowed
to complete by Easter.

T —

This threatens to leave
Berlin paralysed for weeks
to come as the Trump ad-
ministration has forced
head-spinning change on
the world scene and
among European allies, es-
pecially over the Ukraine
war which has raged for
three gruelling years.

“The world out there is
not waiting for us and it is
not waiting for lengthy coa-
lition talks and negotia-
tions,” Mr. Merz said after
claiming victory, calling for
a new government “as
quickly as possible”.

To build a majority, Mr.
Merz would be expected to
reach out first to the SPD,
though without Mr. Scholz,
who has led Germany’s tra-

ditional workers’ party to a
historically poor result.

To gain enough seats,
Mr. Merz may also reach
out to the Greens, who
scored at least 12% in the
exit polls, although the
CDU’s Bavarian sister party
the CSU has so far rejected
this.

Much depends on the
fate of smaller parties in
the complex parliamen-
tary arithmetic of the Bun-
destag. Several hovered
around the 5% cutoff mark
for re-entry into the Bun-
destag and feared for their
survival.

One of them was the lib-
eral and pro-business Free
Democrats (FDP), a poten-
tial ally for the conserva-

-

tives to help them gain a
majority.

The final balance will al-
so be influenced by how
the smaller far-left parties
do in the final count. Die
Linke appears to be head-
ed for at least 8.5%, while
the “left-wing conserva-
tive” newcomer BSW is at
4.7% to 5%.

Campaign vows

Once in power, Mr. Merz
has promised a “strong
voice” in Europe at a time
of chaotic disruption.

In his final campaign
event in Munich on Satur-
day, he said the EU needed
to walk tall to be able to “sit
at the main table” of the
world powers.



[1] Political Aspects (TsTeifas qgel)

Germany’s conservative party CDU/CSU, led by Friedrich Merz, won the
national elections and is set to form the next government.

Al Y Forafed urél cou/csu, BER& A F Aded A, TET
TAE AP 3Tl FIFR Tl ST & 8




Far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) doubled its vote share to 19.5%, becoming the second-
largest party.

PR-USE Hectefed BN AT (AfD) S =T AT AR SN[ FT 19.5% & foram 3k
I% qEll g8 I3t Ul a1 TS

The outgoing Social Democratic Party (SPD), led by Chancellor Olaf Scholz, suffered a major
defeat, securing only 16% of the votes.

AR 3T Fhlesl & Aded dTell HIRAT SARREF UIE (SPD) FI FIRT X HT AIHAT
T 93T AR 3q Hhad 16% ac A




e | 2| Immigration and Security (TYdTHeI 3 §I’T&=IT)

* Merz has pledged a strict crackdown on irregular immigration, a key
factor behind AfD's rising popularity.

« FoT oF AT YT U F FRAE FIT FT dEr Har &, o
AfD FY Fgcll AFRIAT FT TF HET FROT g

* AfD gained support by blaming asylum seekers for recent deadly
attacks in Germany.

« AfD S STHAT A BT & # gU UTda gHd! & fov erunfday &t
WW@W@WMl



| 3| Economic and Strategic Aspects (311% 3 orEHIfa® tI%T*!'\)

* Germany is facing economic uncertainty with high inflation and
recession concerns.

- FHAI 3T AGEHIfT AR AN A ArAHT F FROT HAF
sfafRaaar 1 GHAT FT W@T ¢

* Merz emphasized the need for Europe to strengthen its economy
and be independent in global power politics.

+ AST A AT A FAIIEYT N ASGT F AR IRaw afFa
TorAfa 3 3TcATR afer &Y 19T HdaT U< K el



» [4] Coalition and Governance Challenges (TeatIeT 3T ATHT FY gﬂ’tﬁ'ai)

* Merz needs to form a coalition government as CDU/CSU does not have an absolute
majority.

+ CDU/CSU & ITH qUT SgAd €l &, $ATAT Hol HI TSaUa TIHR =1 gf|

* Possible coalition partners include SPD, the Greens (12% votes), and the Free
Democrats (FDP).

- FHTRAT Ieaesr GgAfaral & spp, Wew (12% dle) 3ix Hr 3ATHCH (FDP)
AfAer & dFd gl

* The coalition talks could take weeks, delaying the formation of a stable government.

¢ IS ardT A HCATR! T AT o9 THdT &, 9T T U TFER a4 &
I g ahdt B




* [ 5] Global Impact and EU Relations (ﬂﬁaﬂ? gaT 3 {(’Iﬁ'ﬂ' qg
)

 Germany’s political shift could impact EU policies, especially on defense
and trade.

- STl FT g USTifas deard JONT g i Afaa), @Ay & @
Y& 3R SOTUR 9 9HIT ST §ohdT ¢l

* Merz has called for Europe to "sit at the main table" in global power
dynamics, signaling a more assertive EU role.

- AT A AT F) "IRaF AfFT_ AT H AET {fAw @ F
HrEa T, R eu A e afhg RS &1 @ha Rear




+ @ Conclusion (fas&HY)

* The CDU/CSU’s victory marks a shift in German politics, with a stronger
stance on immigration and economic policies.

+ CDU/CSU FT S A TSI & T dgaig T Thd 3l &,
Rrget 3mvarg 3t e et 9T wRF gEed T@ 9T
SITTATT|

* AfD's rise indicates growing far-right influence, which could reshape
German and European policies.

+ AfD &Y 30 BR-UIZC & dgd THT FI galfelt §, St siofedt 3R I
1 AfaAt F yfad T FFar 2




The coming weeks will be crucial for coalition-building, as
Germany navigates political and economic challenges.

Aot I WoaTg eaysT @A & fAT #Ageaqor g, FfF
el Teretias AR s galfaat & e @ dad &=
T
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American Airlines flight to
New Delhi diverted to Rome

An American Airlines fight from Nev- York to

Delhi was forced 16 divert 1o Kome

evening. The lalian Alf Force scrambied fghter
afrport. American

from New York on

from the After being escorted by Italian
Burlet fighter planes, the flight landed at Rome’s
¥

no atrport.

India to host a conference
on women ueacekee[ Jers

India will host a two-day conference beginning
uondayon women peacekeepers at UN misssons
their The

Women achievers to take charge of
PM’s social media accounts for a day

In Mann Ki Baat address, PM says the achievers will share their insights on his social media accounts to mark International
Women's Day: he also praises ISRO's recent feats, underscores the importance of Al and the country’s growth in the field

NEW DELHI

ays after Delhi got
#s fourth woman
Chief  Minister.
Prime Minister Nare: ra
Modi. in his monthly Mann
Ki Baar radio address on
Sunday. highlighted the
contribution  of women
across all secrors.
He said that on lnl.erna-
tional Women's Day,
R ot hand wver s
social media accounts to

women achievers who
rould share thelr inslghts
With fellow 1

‘M. Modi said Women's
Day was a special occasson
to salute ~our Nari Shakti™.
“In our culture, respect for

daughters has been para-
mount. The Marri Shakti
[motherly en 1 of the

ergy] o
country also played a big
role in our freedom strug-
gle and creation of the

wall bring together women peacekespers from 35
oopP-< from the Global
South. l:x‘n!nal Affairs Minister S_ Jaishankar will

and the Centre for ummd Nations

“The fi
Women Peacekeepers on the eme —Women in
peacekeeping- a Global South perspective™ will
Take place i New Defhi on Februaty 24 and 25
the MEA said.

am
ith all of you what Hansa
Mehtaji had sa

played.
“Hansa Mehtaji brought

A=

N

Making & mark: Prime Minister Narendra Modi said partiapation of
women in the space sector has been on the riss in the country. #T!

of our national flag

flects this sentiment. She
had expressed confidence

would mal
contribusion for a strong
and prosperous Indi To-

. her words are proving

oo The Prime Minister sald
the on of Wo-
men’s Day, he would hand
over his social media ac-
counts, such as those on X

to the fore
men from all over the
country, right from the

and “to women
who had achieved success
in myriad fields. who had

mnovated and created a
unique identity for them-
Ids™

Instagram accounts,”
sasd.

Growth in space sector
Mr. Modi talked about the

alone, around 460 satel-
tites,

other

Another important as-
pect witnessed in recent
years was that the partici-
pation of women was con-
stantly on the rise among
our team of space scien-
tsts, he said.

About “Nartional Science

lab, planedarium, or space
centre.

Importance of Al

Underscoring the impor-
tance of artifictal intelli-
gence,
abour

ris w0 participace fn an Al

the world
pralscd Todle's progeess ki

for
the youth and the coun-

wi
creates digital music in Ko.
tami

Mr. Modi spoke about
the recently conchuded Na-
Games in Uttarak-

h.\nd. which saw the parti-

cipation of owver 11,000
athletes from all over the

pole vaulter Dey
Meena from Madhya Pra-
desh have proved that In-
dia‘s sporting future les in
the hands of a very talent-
.~ he added.

~Many animals are also
observed as the vehicles of
our go

‘Over 62 crore
devotees took
holy dip at

Maha Kumbh’

Press Trust of India
ACRAMAHAKUMBE NAGAR

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-

ter Yogi Adityanath on Sun-

day said 62 crore devotees

had come to Maha Kumbh
so far and out of abour 121

Siaraecn Dharmea for

of

crore
lowers in 1d, half

the worl
them had already taken
the holy dip.
Addressing the seers in
presence of Kanchi
Kamkot Peeth Shankara-
charya Shankara Vijayen-

ds and e.
1 \lu)u.ld also like ﬂlank
mmy tribal brothers and sés-

events of the century™~.

Health Ministry bans export of drugs
containing Tapentadol, Carisoprodol

NEW DELS

Following reports about
the export of unapproved
bination drugs con

that to ensure regulatory
compliance

ceutic.
CDSCO, in collaboration

the audit led to the is-

suance of a stop activity or-

der. haliing sl operscions
company's

T Following the audst, the

investigation team seized

all raw materials, in-pro-
and

XR Creator Hackathon throws open
opportunities for myriad aspirants

NEW DELHL

Born with a clubfoot, S. Ba-
ia Subramaniyam, 27, a
postgraduate from Chen-
nai, was no stranger to mo-
bility challenges and socie-

cess materials, fin- | cal biases. Despite holding
ished od- | ewo Reality OCR)
ely crore | patents, he ed
ibletycapsuios and - find unities In the
batches of APIs (Active | industry. However, the XK
Pharmaceutical Ingre- | Creator Ha

dients) of Tapentadol and
re seized

maceuticals, bai, to Dece: T 2022 As of now,
ountries in West 90S units been in-
Africa, the Health Ministry spected, resulting in 694
on s v da ac- a ing taken. These
tivity order and C actions Include stop pro-
withdrawal of e: no-  are not part of the NDPS list in duction orders. stop test-
objection certificate (NOC)  India GETTYIMAGES ing orders, licence suspe
and manufacturing licenc-
es for the dot is in 50, 75, letters, and show-

Tapentadol is an opsoid
medication that is used to

and 100 mg tablet forms,
uwellas 100, 150, and 206

severity  of

treat moderate to Sevete
Diete. Flowrever, v.he eo)nbi
of

Carisoprodol is not ap
proved in India. Neither of

e andic
Listing the actions taken by
the Health Ministry, the re-

&5 inarst fiihier digeibr

tion of these pote:

dangerous drugs.
The Maharashira FDA

fices to immediately with-
draw export NoCs and ma-
i

to make an entry as most

Heve these drugs is included in  lease said a joint team from

~Bs ntadol and  the Narcotic Drugs the CDSCO and the State

Carisoprodol are indivi con-
the (NDPS) list in India” the d

Central Drugs Standard  Health Ministry au-:m of Aveo Pharmaceuts-

Organisation in a release issued on ween February 21

. ttes findings from

granted for any combina-
tion of Tapentadol and Ca-

didates with conventional
tech degrees, making it
hard for innovators like

Setving probleme: The chaionge o

registraton of over 2.200

aspirants, from

. SPECIe

lution for enabling remote

ing from hobbylsts. work-
professionals,

Union Territories.

rat XR and XDG, two XK
communities within India,
With the

medical diagnosis sur-
using 3D Re-
sonance Imaging (MRD vi-
sualisations. While
physiotherapy

break these barriers by rience using XR-based
the world to gaming.

The chalinge which

in August

loping a Virtual Reality so-

224 saw registration of ov-
er 2,200 aspirants — rang-

are
WAVES grand finale set

from May 1 to 5, the top five
te ase their
innovations. The finali:

are ex various do-

al
fitness, and well-being" for
solutions enhancing medi-
cal Training. mental well
ness, d 6
T e s
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1 Topless show afer drinking liguor in plot (31

S Groom, tenze around begmming of amorous encounter (5]
10 Upset as money used is fake (7}
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Prapatti the prescribed way

Bhattar, in his Rangaraja Stava, first praises his
Acha

arasara
Ether Kootatashvan and s has cwe

an’s foremost politican on English Broadcast about supreme
powers (7}

Fancy pinkzh tie [7)

TeR class about the French revolution 16)

Popetar cryptic setters charm (83
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Plays with cifferent stance (6}
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Stunmed and shaken, openes wants bit of protection first 16.3]

Experienced poltician ends stalemate, artfully crushing
resistance (5.51

Some twimed exceptional at commertng base3 number system
1

e AuNe

Second mate wearing coloured kerchiel maostly is member of
sical group 1)
Secure sample to chedk specisl omarental testile
Scared witiess by blunders, cheat i final round (6.8)
Escape styby via canoe after crossing celta 19)
Prince. more unsetried after ctens finally becoene smartes (8]
Seasicd over border around city of Usrawe (8]
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Conzainer in basement, gutted and charred (5]
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thac Ramarcgjacharya used for - thia2 ¥ s tha Yemrs
called bhakzi. In Visishtadvaita, the path to reach Sri Vai-
kuntha Kosex\vxxthebnrd'sfeelmprapa . said P.B.
That being the case, we

5]

1|5

©

stk talem i Teference w0 bhakd here in this Rangarsja
rerse as referring to prapasti.

S ar Visishtadvaning, what s rheant by bhaktl is not
what we usually understand as bhakti yoga. The bhaksd

8

3

3 7

T

S (S

b

CIFFICULTY RATING. Yoo e e

Selution to previeus puzile

that a has, {s a result of his prapart. The na-
wva vidha bhaktis are the fruits of his prapatti. They are the
gifts given to him by Lord Naxa,.na, because he has sur-
rendered to Him. Praparti is said to be one of the 32 Brah-
ma vidyas. While fol the other Brahma vidyas may
not be possible for everyone. prapatti, by its very nature,
is simpie and can be resorted to by everyone. While prals

Sotution to yesterdays Su
53 6|9 1 48

97 1|28 65

|12 4 8[3 5719 path, and
7625981

18547 32 questioned the validity
39462 1.7 talks about Nat ni,
45 7|86 93

6 19|73 24

8 2 3|1 456

.
.

ing Bhattar again uses the word bhak-
t. Before Alavandar's time, the Vedic path was strewn
with thorns, making life difficult for those traversing that

muni was a wi ree t d:
gard for anything other than the Lord: jnana about the na-
ture of the Paramatma and love for the Lord.




India to host a conference
on women peacekeepers

India will host a two-day conference beginning
Monday on women peacekeepers at UN missions
to highlight their contributions. The conference
will bring together women peacekeepers from 35
troop-contributing countries from the Global
South. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar will
deliver the keynote address. The conference is
being organised by the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA), in collaboration with the Defence
Ministry and the Centre for United Nations
Peacekeeping . “The first-ever Conference for
Women Peacekeepers on the theme “Women in
peacekeeping: a Global South perspective” will
take place in New Delhi on February 24 and 25,”
the MEA said.
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HOW HIV SELF-TESTING CANBECOME
AGAME-CHANGER FOR MIZORAM

ANURADHAMASCARENHAS
PUNE, FEBRUARY 23

A STUDY by Pune-based Indian Council
of Medical Research-National Institute of
Translational Virology and AIDS Research
(formerly NARI) and Mizoram University
has highlighted how HIV self-testing has
helped many young people in Mizoram
get tested for the first time. The state has
the highest HIV prevalence in the country.

“This innovative approach empowers
vulnerable youth by providing a private,
convenient, and stigma-free way to know
their status,” study co-author Dr Samiran
Panda, former Additional Director
General, Indian Council of Medical
Research, told The Indian Express.

Human immunodeficiency virus or
HIV attacks the body’s immune system. If
left untreated, HIV can lead to AIDS, a
deadly disease. However, modern anti-
retroviral therapy (ART) regimens can
help people with HIV live long and
healthy lives.

The virus is transmitted via contact
with infected body fluids, often through
sexual contact or contaminated needles.

HIV burden in Mizoram

An estimated 25.44 lakh people live
with HIV in India. Among all states,
Mizoram has the highest prevalence of
HIVin the adult population. According to
Sankalak (2024), the flagship publication
of the National AIDS Control Programme,
2.73%of alladultsin the state are infected
with HIV — 13 times the national average.

According to the National AIDS
Control Organisation’s ‘HIV Sentinel
Surveillance Technical Brief 2016-17",
19.8% of individuals in Mizoram who in-
jectdrugs were infected with HIV, as were
24.7% of female sex workers — also high-
estin India.

The study & HIV self-testing

Mizoram witnessed an uptick in an-

nual new HIV infections in 2017/2018, fol-
lowing which Pune-based ICMR-NITVAR
planned a series of focussed investiga-
tions and “rapid situation and response
assessments”, aiming to draw upon com-
munity voices. The latest study was one
such assessment.

“The aim was also to investigate the
potential of HIV self-test to reach
individuals who otherwise might not ac-
cess testing or anti-retroviral therapy,” Dr
Rao said.

HIV self-testing is a process in which
individuals collect their blood and saliva
specimens, and themselves interpret the
results using a test kit. Such self-testing
has been adopted by nearly 41 countries
eversince the World Health Organisation
(WHO)in 2016 released guidelines for the
same. India is yet to introduce guidelines.

This is why, beyond making available
self-test kits, the study looked at how im-
plementation of a self-testing program
could be done. Qualitative in-depth in-
terviews were conducted with HIV pro-
gram officials, religious leaders, commu-
nity influencers, and key population
groups. Information gathered here
guided strategic communication, com-
munity engagement, and the delivery of
HIV self-test kits.

Specifically, linkages were established
with community-based organisations,
church-based youth associations, college
festivals, outreach sites at street corners,
pharmacies, and community events.

First-time testers

Published on February 5 inthe journal
Frontiers of Public Health, the study re-
ported that some 2,101 youths in Aizawl
came forward to take HIV tests in the six
months when strategised HIV self-test-
ing was implemented. As many as 1,772
of these (or 84%) were first-time testers.

A high proportion (85%) of youths
aged 18-24 years who tested positive in
the self-tests went on to take confirma-
tory tests, and were linked with ART.



HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) weakens the immune system, and if untreated, leads to
AIDS.

HIV (BT SFESTRRITH are) e & Qer gfoiues a/dar &1 FAGR F g, AR
gfe f9ar sarsr & o ffar e, ar ¥ vsH #H 9gd T gl

HIV self-testing is a private, convenient, and stigma-free way for individuals to check their HIV
status.

HIV -2 ta s, gfauees 3R Faw-aaa alier § 99d safFa saa Hv
Rufa i ST FT TFa 2




2| HIV Burden in Mizoram (fRSIRA & HIV &T $R)

Mizoram has the highest HIV prevalence in India, with 2.73% of adults infected — 13 times the national
average.

AT # Ra & e IA™F HIVIER 8, &l 2.73% TaFF THAT & - 3 T80T 3itwa & 13
I HfEw g

Key vulnerable groups include injecting drug users (19.8% infected) and female sex workers (24.7% infected).

AET T ¥ Hagaefiar |oqgl # gafaear gor swardt (19.8% wwfAa) v aAfgar Flawdt (24.7%
dwfad) e gl



|E| Importance of Self-Testing (Ueh-¢fEeT T Hgcd)

Encourages first-time testers who may avoid traditional testing due to stigma or fear.

Ugell R ¢TC Hlal dTail dI AHIed HIAT &, S IRIRS T8I A Felh AT T & HROT
gad &

Reduces the gap in HIV detection and ensures timely access to anti-retroviral therapy (ART).




HIV &T STedl Il o9llel H A Il ¢ 3R I7T W vd-3ganRe
2 (ART) F glrar gARaT Far ¥

85% of youth aged 18-24 who tested positive through self-testing went
for confirmation tests and linked to treatment.

18-249Y ¥ 85% ATl & S Weh-¢FC A Uifalfed UIT T, 3eglat
giSe qfietor HUT IR oS F S




e |4

Government and Research Initiatives (GJ&hII 3R ener Ugdl)

* Pune-based ICMR-NARI and Mizoram University conducted the study to
analyze self-testing's impact.

- qUr f&Ud_ICMR-NARI 3R SR faeafaearery & 5@ 3reaasr &1
mmmwm*mmﬁamem

* ICMR initiated targeted investigations and rapid response assessments to
engage local communities.

- IcMR & afdta S 3R @Ra wfafkar smerer & qeama #r arfe
T @AM 1 afAe fFam a1 ||




» [5] Implementation Strategies (FTATeadeT TU'I?ﬁﬁTﬁ)

« Community-based organizations, colleges, festivals, and pharmacies
were involved in delivering self-testing kits.

mqﬁﬂwﬁr&raﬁﬁaﬁamﬁmﬁwm
Hiotall, cAERT 3 FERAET & anfae AT =

e Strategic communication and engagement of rellglous leaders,
youth influencers, and key populations helped expand outreach.

- rifae gaR 3R enfde A, Jar el sgfFaat ik
mmaﬁrﬂwﬁaﬁ#mﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁl




° |
» @ Conclusion (f[AsHT)

e HIV self-testing has the potential to be a game-changer in Mizoram by
improving early detection and reducing stigma.

+ HIV @eh-2fEr e & oamdt ggarer # gur &1 3 Fa®
F FH FF UF FIdFN d¢d o TGFHdT g1

* The success of this model can serve as a blueprint for other high-risk
regions in India.

+ 0 AlSd H HAd] AR & I 3TI-SNEA gl &A1 & fow
& 3SEI0T & T A FF FT THhd! gl







* RBl announced a $10 billion USD/INR buy/sell swap auction to inject 86,000
crore into the banking system



* |tis a tool used by RBI to manage liquidity in the economy and stabilize
currency volatility.

e Banks sell US dollars to RBI in exchange for rupees in the first leg and agree
to repurchase dollars at a future date.

e Who Conducts It?

* The Reserve Bank of India RBI, as part of its monetary policy
interventions, executes the swap auctions.




* How It Works?

First Leg (Buy Phase): Banks sell

USD to RBI and receive Indian
Rupees (INR).

Reverse Leg (Sell Phase): Banks buy

back USD from RBI at a pre-
determined price at the end of the
swap period.




Impact on the Indian Economy:

Improves Banking Liquidity: Injects Rs 86,000 crore into the banking system, addressing the current

liquidity shortfall of Rs 1.7 lakh crore.

Enhances Monetary Policy Transmission: Ensures that interest rates in money markets align with RBI’s

policy stance.

Strengthens the Rupee: Reduces depreciation pressure on INR due to forex market fluctuations.

Supports Economic Growth: Enables banks to lend more to businesses and industries, promoting

investment and consumption.

Controls Inflation Risks: Provides liquidity without increasing inflationary pressures, as money is infused

against future forex obligations.



olcanic Eruptions in News
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* Mount Etna (Italy):

* Location: Sicily, Italy

* Type: Stratovolcano, Europe’s highest and most active
volcano (~3,350 m).

* Features:

* The current eruption is from the Bocca Nuova crater (“new mouth”).

* Lava flows interacting with snow pose risks of rock explosions.
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* Madhya Pradesh now has the highest number of vultures in India, with a
population of 12,981 vultures, as per the recent state-level census.

 About Vultures

e Vultures are large, social raptors that live on every continent except
Antarctica and Australia.

* They live predominantly in the tropics and subtropics.

* There are 23 species of vultures found in the world out of which 9 species
are found in India.

* Nine species and their IUCN Status:



BRING BACK THE VULTURES WHAT IF THE VULTURES ARE GONE ? WHAT CAN BE DONE TO SAVE VULTURES?

Stop the use of drugs toxic to vultures.

Nine species of vultures are found in India, most of them
threatened. They are the most effective scavengers, and play
a vital role in keeping the environment healthy and stopping
the spread of diseases from carcass by feeding on it quickly e Infrastructure, including for electricity, should be
and efficiently. No other scavenger can replace this service, sensitively sited.

¢ Prevent poisoning of animals and carcasses.

Red-headed Vulture e

With very low populations of vultures, free-ranging dog
populations have also increased. Dogs are carriers of rabies
and other diseases which can affect humans and animals. * Gain knowledge about vulture species,

* Do not disturb their roosting and nesting sites.

Egyptian Vulture °
; Slender-billed Vulture @

White-rumped Vulture @

- -

21 M \ \\\\‘ |
/, /‘/ I ‘ M\\\\\\\'

Himalayan Griffon

Eurasian Grifon ()
B N

Y

Indian Long-billed Vulture °

Cinereous Vulture




* Importance

* They are nature’s efficient scavengers and play a crucial role in the
ecosystem by removing carrion, such as cattle carcasses, keeping the
environment clean.

* They are the primary natural animal disposal system in India.

* A decrease in vulture population can lead to an increase in rats and
feral dogs, raising the risk of disease spread.






The Ministry of External Affairs has asked Kenya to revoke the immunity of a Kenyan
diplomat’s son so that he can be prosecuted for the alleged sexual assault of a minor

girl.
About

The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations is a key international treaty
that governs the conduct of diplomacy between independent states.

It was adopted in 1961, and came into force in 1964.




Family members of a diplomat who live with them and
are not citizens of the host country receive the same
immunity as the diplomat.

The immunity can only be waived by the sending
country.




* Responsibilities of Diplomats:

* While diplomats enjoy privileges, they must also respect the laws and
regulations of the host country.

* Any actions that are inconsistent with the diplomatic purpose can lead to the
recall or expulsion of the diplomat.



Time’s Women Of The Year 2025
List



A biologist from Assam, Purnima Devi Barman, was
featured on the Time’s Women Of The Year 2025 list.

Purnima Devi Barman is the only Indian woman on
Time’s 2025 Women of the Year list.

e The list includes notable women such as actress Nicole Kidman and
Gisele Pelicot, a survivor of sexual violence who became an advocate for
the cause.




* In 2007, Barman’s intervened to save a tree home to greater adjutant storks in Assam,
inspired by the birds’ vulnerability.
e She found the Hargila Army, a group of 20,000 women who protect the storks’
nests and educate about their conservation.
* The population of greater adjutant storks in Assam grew from 450 in 2007 to over
1,800 in 2023, with the bird’s conservation status improved from “endangered”
to “near threatened.”







* World Day of Social Justice is observed annually on February 20th by
the United Nations.

 About

e Established by UNGA: It was established by the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) during the 62nd session on November 26,
2007.

* Focus: On addressing poverty, exclusion, unemployment, and
promoting solidarity, equality, and opportunity.



* Key Constitutional Provisions:
* Preamble: Ensures social, economic, and political justice, guarantees
equality, and promotes fraternity for national unity.

 Fundamental Rights (Part Ill):

 Article 23: Prohibits human trafficking and forced labor.
 Article 24: Bans child labor in hazardous occupations.



Pillars of Social Justice

Participation

Enabling
involvement in
political, economic,

Access and social life

Ensuring resources

and opportunities
for all 6 ﬁ

==

Equity

Recognizing
diverse needs and
circumstances

Rights
Protecting human
rights for
everyone

©)

Diversity
Valuing and

respecting
differences

&



- Other than the Fundamental Rights, which of the following parts of the
Constitution of India reflect/reflects the prmmgles and provisions of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)? (2020;)

1.Preamble
2.Directive Principles of State Policy

3.Fundamental Duties
 Select the correct answer using the code given below:

* (@) 1 and 2 only
* (b) 2 only

* (c) 1 and 3 only
«(d)1,2and 3



Word of the day

Salubrious:

promoting health; favourable to health of mind
or body

Synonym: healthy

Usa ge: This is not the most salubrious
campsite.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
salubriouspro

International Phonetic
Alph abet: /so'l(j)u:.buai.as/




10 MCQ




* Which fighter jets is India currently considering for its air force
modernization?

» IR 39T A FAT & IMYfhIRor & T fher s faaAmE
W AR T @ 872

* A. F-16 (USA), MiG-35 (Russia), and Tejas (India)
B. F-22 (USA), J-20 (China), and Su-30MKI (India)
C. F-35 (USA), Su-57 (Russia), and AMCA (India)
D. Eurofighter Typhoon (UK), Rafale (France), and JF-17 (Pakistan-
China)



 Who recently received the ‘Knight Commander of the Order of the
British Empire (KBE)’ award?
gTT & A 'dA18C AT 3P ¢ 3’ AP ¢ fefeer v (KBE)'
W fea f@er?

* A. Ratan Tata / {cddel CICT
B. Sunil Bharti MlttaI/FI?ﬂTvl' AT e

C. Mukesh Ambani /?Flﬁ'?QI' AT
D. Narayan Murthy/FﬂTITI'UT ?Flﬁ



* Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit which country as the Chief
Guest for its Independence Day celebrations on March 12, 20257

» YYTAHAT g AT 12 AT 2025 FF 77 U F Fadaar aw
FARE # AET AT & T H HET o2

o A. Sri Lanka/’}ﬂTﬁ?r
B. Maurltlus/ﬂ'lffﬁm

C. Bangladesh / STTEeT
D. Nepal / a9TeT



 What percentage of Mauritius’ population traces its roots to India?
- AR #r fraedt ufaera seweEar fr 79 AT / 31 872

* A. 50%
B. 60%
C.70%
D. 80%



 Which Indian state now has the highest vulture population according
to the latest census?

- AdATH SIAINVEAT & AR, AR A gyt Fr q=@ fv=
& 5T TeT & 9 Freh 2

 A. Rajasthan / TSTEYTed
B. Madhya Pradesh / At 9e2r

C. Uttarakhand / 3T1d@sS
D. Maharashtra / AgRRTSC



* India launched the Electronic Personnel License (EPL) for pilots,
making it the second country after which nation to implement digital

pilot licenses?

« HRT & gIgael & fav gascifas qdad dASad (EPL) Aled
m@a@ﬁm&wﬂ;aﬁ%ﬁmwé@vm
mﬁmw&ara?rmm’?

* A. USA / BFd TsT 3TARERT
B. Russia /W
C. China / HieT
D. United ngdom/ZI?-I'IE?E ICTED]



* The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) recently announced a $10 billion
USD/INR swap auction to inject how much liquidity into the banking

system?

- IRAT Rod dF (RBI) & grer & & dfher gomrely o fraey TfRr
ﬁawgmﬁa:ﬁvmoﬁﬁwrmuso/lmﬁq;ﬁmaﬁ
SIYOIT h1?

* A.X50,000 crore
B. 86,000 crore
C. X1 lakh crore
D. X1.5 lakh crore



* According to the latest census, how many species of vultures are
found in India?



» What is the key objective of RBI’s USD/INR swap auction?
» RBI' & USD/INR F9 Alemelt &1 A&7 3T 4T 872

* A. To increase inflation in the economy / FgegqEAT A W‘ﬂﬁ'
deldl

B. To reduce currency volatility and improve liquidity / Hal YT
FY FH HAT N dAdT H FUR HIAT

C. To boost forex reserves only 7 dhao facel Hal ISR dGlodl

D. To regulate cryptocurrency transactions / m a?-lﬂ?l' Y
CIGRIGGRCEG



* The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, which governs
diplomacy between independent states, was adopted in which year?

- F9aF YAl & dfiT Fedifa & BT s arem @ swae
fre ¥ T I AT AT?

* A. 1951
B. 1961
C. 1971
D. 1981



Thank you
guys.
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