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 What major policy change was introduced by U.S. President Donald Trump regarding
birthright citizenship?

- 3ARA Tegufa SldTes €U @RI T-ATAGY ANRIRGAT & Ha A Fid A 5H{E
Afa aftader 9o fFar Tar?

* A. Strengthening birthright citizenship Iaws/a'cTHﬁ'chT AR dT Eb'l?-lf-ﬁ o) Holdd
L]
B. Revoking the "citizenship by birth" provision / "Sied & SARTR&GdT YTdtTeT &)
HHATCA T
C. Allowing dual citizenship for all |mm|grants/¥|'8ﬁ yaraar & e ey ARTRSdr
$ A aa
D. Makmg citizenship automatic for Green Card holders / AT HIE YRS & AT
SIRTR&T ! TIAIAd STl



* Which international trade move by Trump could significantly impact
BRICS nations?

- €T FT Pl FT HATSAT AR FeA 9w oMl F Ageaqor &7 4
gaTRT & TFdr 87

. A. 100% tariffs on non-dollar transactions / IX-3TaX oel-¢oT 9T 100%

B. Banning all BRICS imports / @3Y feerq 3mamar o¥ gfaeyr

C. Imposing sanctions on BRICS nations JACER:] &l 9T 9fA«er T

D. Strengthenmg economic ties with BRICS nations / foera &if & &T2r
T+ T FI AT FIEAT




 What was the impact of Trump's new policies on the Indian stock
market?

« 27 FY 5 AfdAl &1 HRAT PR TR W FAT IH1T IS17?

* A. BSE Sensex dropped by 1,235 points / §I0ds J9Fd 1,235 3+

B. NSE Nifty fell by 320 points / Tatds fawdl 320 3@ far
C.Both Aand B/ T 3T <t gt

D. The market saw no impact / 9I6II¥ I ﬂflé' UATT gl qsT



 What key issue did 18 Democrat-led states challenge in court against
Trump?

- 18 SHThS-ATRAT T4 & €7 & f@w 3erea 7 fFa voqg
e & oAl &7

* A. Immigration policies / 3Tgstel AlfaaT
B. Trade tariffs / SITUR Ac<h

C. Ending birthright aﬂzenshm/ﬁ*ﬂﬁ?ﬁ]’ AT AT & FATCT

h ¥l
D. Environmental regulations / 9GO @I+



* Which port in India is set to become the first to handle 10 million
TEUs by 20277

+ IR H FieT AT de0Ng 2027 d& 10 AT TEU Fr T3
qrell YgoAT SEI3Ng dolel dTAT 87

* A. Jawaharlal Nehru Port (JNPA) / STATgTelTel Ag® Yic (JINPA)
B. Chennai Port / O GI¢

C. Cochin Port / Il QIC
D. Paradip Port / YRTEIT QIc



 What major infrastructure upgrade is taking place at JNPA?
- INPAH &l AT YH@ qfAAmEr e 31+ 81 T@T 872
 A. Expansion of Bharat Mumbai Container Terminal / IR ﬂﬁ? Heal cfHTaT &1

B. Development of Nhava Sheva Freeport Terminal / =gTar QI4ar HIae Ao &I

C. Vadhavan Port Project under PPP model / drdidY HIST & ded dYTdel qIc
gRasTT

D. All of the above / 390ad T



* Who recently won the Gates-Cambridge Impact Prize 2025?
- AeH-higsr gFdae YIgsT 2025 g1 &F A Fasr Sfar?

e A. Anil Kakodkar / 3TfaTel hThIgHT
B. K. Sivan / &. fQdel
C. Urbasi Sinha / 39Hl ﬁ;ﬁT
D. Tessy Thomas / ¢HI aTHA



 What is the primary goal of ISRO’s NETRA project?
- FEU HY AT IRIASET FT UAF 3T F4AT §?

* A. Tracking and analyzing space objects/3-l?l'ﬂ'&=f W&ﬁ CH| aﬁﬂT 3T fRQeeyor

B. Monitoring climate change effects on space /aﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂ a3 El'Gl'EI'W qRadsr gHTal
& IRt

C. Developing Al-driven satellites / T31TS garferd B'W'GT FT A
D. Studying deep-space asteroids / 3TT-T4H &'ji‘(’]’?f CONK A2 |



 What is the primary concern with the Jaitapur Nuclear Power Project?
» SR WA 39T IRASAT § I AET RAar #4182

* A. High project costs and time delays / 3Td IRASAT dETT 3R TH7HT 7 SO
B. Environmental risks / sSiia#A

C. India's Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act / HRd Il CILIEC YIATT SIG]

D. All of the above / 390ad Tt



* Which country has the highest number of billionaires in the Forbes
Billionaires List 20257

- e fafaaagd foare 2025 & 9 qor 7 @@ fO=
IEafa &7

e A. China / d\eT
B. India / Hd

C. United States/'ﬂ'ﬂﬁ' I FAARFT
D. Germany / STHeAT



— Friedrich Nietzsche,
Human, All Too Human

* “It is not a lack of love, but a lack
of friendship that makes unhappy
marriages.”

HUMAN"ALL

'TO0 HUMAN
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13 Kkilled as train runs over
passengers am1d ﬁre scare

t least 13 people

were killed when

they jumped down
from their train following
rumours of a fire and were
hit by another rain speed-
ing adjacent
Py mrgaon district of
Maharashira on Wednes-

y evening.
The deceased include

to the J. Gove
Medical Callegs for post:

SPECIAL ARPANGENEN

one of the coaches of the
Lucknow-Mumbai

someone

pulling the train’s emer-

gency chain around S p.m.,

according to Censtral Rail-
Sw

he Mshanssh!ra go-
announced

the families of the
ased.

eceas
The accident occurred
when sparks and smoke in

ways Swap-
nil Nila.

The Pushpak Express
came to a halt between the
Maheji and Pardhade sta-
tons, about 400 km from
Mumbal.

Some passengers, fear-

ing a fire, jumped out on to
the tracks and were run ov-
er by the Karnataka Ex-
press wravelling from Ben-
gakuru to Delhi_

Railway officials and the
police told The Hindu that
smoke in

like!

dispatched from Bhusaval.
Railway Minister Ashwi-

njured passengers being moved from the accident s&e In Maharashira's Jalgaon district

Express in Jalgaon district of

s grief over the incident

rashtra 1 extend my heart-
felt condol

Full assist:

nister Devendra Fadnavis
video message
From Daves in Switzeriand.

ni
grief over the incident and
directed proper treatment
for all the injured.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Aaditya Thackeray called
for better safes

ady.
the entire situation and all
necessary assistance is be-

while Congress leaders Na-
na Patole and Vijay Wadet-

tiwar criticised the goves

ments handling of Tailway

Angunhedb) the tragic
accident on the railway
tracks in Jalgaon, Maha-

ing
1 am in touch with the dis-
trice administ

Mr. \'alshnaw ssed
deep grief over the
incident.

MOMENTS OF HORROR
» PAGE &

14 killed

The Hindu Bureau
HUBBALLI

Fourteen persons were
killed and 29 injured in
two road accidents in two

Arabail ghat region in Utta-
ra Kannada district.
in the other accident,
near sindhanur of Raichur
district_late on Tuesday
night, four persons were
killed and 10 were injured
when their multiutility
wvehicle over turned.

FuLL REPOR
» PAGE 3

in two road accidents in Karnataka

Strong lmpact: 4 crane lifts the truck that overturned in Yellapur on Wednesday, killing 10 persons. =T

JDU)’s lone MLA withdraws support to govt. in Manipur

GUWAHATLPATNA

The Janata Dal-United (JD-

Singh-led Bharativa Janata
Party (8JP) government in
Manipur on Wednesday.
fowever, reacting swiily,

its Ma-

with the BJP government in
Aanipur.

Mohammad Abdul Na-
sir, who represents the Jiri-

Nitish party.
The development comes
two months after the Na-
tional People’s Party (NPP)
walked out of the govern-

them belonging t the Ku-
mmunity have

stayed aloof since ethnic

conflict broke out in May

NPF’s support
The BJP also enjoys the
support of the Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF), which
has four MLAs following
the death a few days ago of

No threat
1D(U) MeN's doc
37 MLAS in the &

015 iy 3 thrmatens the SUF, wiich hx

Pt KPR, B8 and NOF are afties

“shall be

its lone

MLA

treated as an Opposition
MLA in the House". The JD
(U) had won six seats in the
2022 Assembly election
but five of its MLAs joined
the BJP later. “The trial of
the five MLAs is pending

under the Tenth bl:lledule
of lhe Constitution of India
before the Sj er’s Tribu-
nal” the State JD(U) presi-
dent's letter sai

and baseless”. “The presi-
dent of the Manipur unit of
the party has been relieved
of his post. We have suj
ported the NDA and our
Support to the NDA govern-
ment i Manipur will conti-
nue even in future”

Mr. Prasad the Ma-

the party. “He [the Mani-
pur JDCU) chief] had writ-
ten the letter on his own.
This & an act of blatant in-
discipline” Mr. Prasad

said. “We are with the NDA
and the State unit will con

o serve the people of
Manipur towards the
lopment of the State,” he
added.

Meanwhile, the Con-

growing differences bet-
ween BIP and JD(U).
“'l'oday. Iy withdrew
support to the BIP vern-
ment in Manipur. Yester-
day. JIXU) opposed the
new UGC Rules which have
been annuunoed by the
A to con-

Marco Rubio meets
Jaishankar, calls for
talks with India on
illegal migration

Siig T

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio meets with India's External
Affsirs Minister S, smhankar in Washington, on Tuesday. ar

the deportation of the
18,000 Indians on the lst.
revocation of ‘cit-

their meeting fn Washing.

ton. The bilateral meeting
was Mr. Rubso’s first with
any foreign dignitary after
taking charge of the USS.
ate Department on Tues-

comments on immi-

Trump issued an Executive
Order cancelling  “bir-
thrighe ci P’

concerns related to lrregu-
for stgrasion,” i aakd.

Mr. jalshankar, who
posted photographs of the
meeting on social ia,

sation on “Eregular migra-
ton™.

hoping to raise families

there. Neither side re-
ferred to Mr. Trump’s oth-
er statement , that he
would levy a ~100% tax~
on members of the BRICS

ing of emerging

Wong and Japanese Fo-
reign Minister Iwaya Ta-
keshi, h was Mr. Ru-
bio’s first foreign policy
engagement after meeting

State Department staff.
A joint statement issued
by the four Ministers said
y “strongly op-

n;ed
Hons that seek to changs
the status quo by force ar
coerclon”, a message be-
lieved to be aimed at Chi-
na’s actions in the region.
The statement was signifi-
cant as Chinese Vice-Pre-
mier Hang Zheng was one
of the senior d\g\lmrles
that attended Mr. Tr

on Monday;
he was deputed to repre-

China after Mr.
invited Chinese Presdent

des
The Minister said the meet-
reviewed the “exten-
sive bilateral partnership,
of which Mr. Rubio has  XiJinping.
been advocate”,
adding that they had

with him 1o advance ous

strategic cooperation.”

There are an estimated
lakh

7.25
tndians In the U.S. am nng
1.4 million In total, accord-
ing to the

agency 1C ‘which near-
Iy T8:000 dre on 4 list for
final -

trol top appotsmenta
all universities. Is this her-
alding _political  climate
change?” Congress general

India‘’s Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) did not
respond to requests for a
comment on Mr. Rubio’s

tion) Jairam Ramesh wrote
on X.

d. nor did it res-
pond to reports that India
has agreed to cooperate in

The next Quad Summit
is due to be held in India.
We look forward to ad-

und
fines the prioricy It s in
the foreign policy of its

member states,” he wrote

on X.

CHANGED DYNAMICS
»PAGES
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flight 007, on a scheduled Right to
Seoul via Anchorage, was shot down by a Russian
Alr Force Sukhoi fighter plane when the Korean
mguh-ademxedrmmusnmpm.duema
Sed2s s

It’s Russian roulette in the skies

Ou July 17. 2014, & Malaysia Al
MEHI7, from Ams

on.

e killed. One ol lhe
Gaughter of

e passengers
Hans n-Abt, who beg.n an
iom t ald the victims of air

accidents.

is & former airfine
instroctor

nation safety
ad

piot and

s aiso &

former member of the
Cival Aviation Satety

publish rules regarding conflict risk. But this was ¥
shot down by Russia and its allies in ICAO. [CASAQ), india
Cases of misidentification
On July 3, 1988, an Iran Air plane, flight 655, was

ic n shot down by 2 United States Navy warship, USS

External Affairs Minister S. . who was Vincennes, over the Strait of Hormuz..

invited along with other Quad Foreign Ministers passengers were killed when the ship's missile

at the inaugural ceremony, was the first Foreign brought down the plane which was misidentified

Atinister to hold a one-on-one bilateral meeting 0 be a fAighter g the raq war

with new U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio. 1980-88), U.S. patroliing required civilian aircraft

The readout of their meeting and the Quad Fo- 10t on Friend or Foe mode

reign Ministers' joint s ent make it clear that code. Apparently, the warship crew identified the

the two sides are on the same on the Indo- Iranian aircraft 1o be a fighter and orders were

Pacific pa p. concerns over Chin . issued 1o shoot it down.

critical and ex 2 coopera- On November 22, 2003, a DHL Cargo pl

tion, strategic and defence ties. Yet, some took off from for Bahrain. As the flight

Rubio pronouncements have 2 rapid climb out, a surface

ing, notably on 3 on and the missile launched by terrorists struck the ot wing

cellation of citizenship by birth. On trade, In- n the engine and the wing tip. The crew

dia has escaped being named in the first round of Jost all hydraulics and ause the fuel tank was

cas cements, but Mr. 's com- full, there were no fuel vapours to explode in the

ments on a “100% 2 mbers exposed fuel tank. The crew controlled the

the BRICS emerging economies grouping raised using only and

the suspense and a possible market reaction. In 1o carry out a safe displaying exceptional | (.

his term, he had withdrawn Indias GSP sta- skdll. This writer had the privilege of attending a Bl Ak

tus affecting Indian exporters. On ation, special presentation by the crew at the rwn conflicts =nd

he has 2 “border emergency~, auth- Safety Foundation IASS 2004 semin. incidents of

orised il state players

aipraries, A pians o cremn ! it hopes of H1B vi-
sa holders and other Indians working there, by

the path to for
any children born to them in the LS. With

7.25,000 undocumented Indians, any action to
de them in large numbers, beginning with
about 18, 20,000 on the Immigration “final

In this context, Mr. Rubio’s s
with Mr. Jaishankar that they must address the

= should be takians sexicusly.
o vy onouncements in-
sisting on investments in the U.S., hiring in the

set on devaluing the multilsteral world order,

om U. of support

£ WHO, the WTO, and the UN, and d putting N
e signs, New

allies on notice. Gi Delhi st
forau.s. that will not

be particutarly sensitive to India’s concerns or
a willing partner in India’s h unless it sees a

benefit for itself, and instead chart a more tran
sactional course, while moving to limit the dam-
age from any adverse actions of the

on ehnnry’zi 2019, just after Balakot, when
hter planes of the Indian Air Force (IAF) and
Pakistan Air Force were engaged

. an 1AF MEI7 hell shoe down

a serious e
wrongly \demtined o & foe.

posing threats
to civil aviation

¥ w©
interceps the Indian plane. Had the Jet Alrways
crew not responded 1o the Germans on an
emergency frequency. they could have been shot

or a loss of signals that affect na
More than people have Jost their lives due
to civil atrtines being shot down. With growing

e
international borders and there are rogue
trouble by

GPS signals.

regulator’s silence

the focus on a serjous issue. Do
airfines in India have comprehensive training in
place for pilots to re Jjammed signals and
do the airlines have standard operating
procedures in place for taking over the navigation
itk slosrninte tneshoxia? Theve aré reports of G2
errors or fallures in the airspace over Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Myanmar. With a rapid
with

The
This

mountainous terrain. We hear nothing from
DGCA on what prevent dvemmneskk(z\dngln
these case:
We have had three passenger aircraft shot

intercepe it
Conflict zones, their

flighe Baku in rbal] to

Detember 25, 2054, bt which crashed
near the Kazakhstan city of Aktau after being
has been the result 1 event

where a Russian anti-aircraft defence system may
have caused the loss of lives. Of the 67 passengers
on board, there were some survivors. For a state

1o get away with it by just saying ‘sorry”
bring back the precious lives lost_ The aircraft had
veered from #ts scheduled route due to fog. There
is also the issue of GPS spoofing and false signals

have been using th v code We have had a cargo
and ground stations would known that it shot by a terrorist group with missiles supplied by
was an aircraft facing communication failure. r Russia or the U.S. as conflicts in Asia
Fighter jets would not have been deployed to have involved one or the super power

quality of pilots” fying skills. As James Reason's
explains, the holes

in the
hates ara Hiing v
Do we act now or let another disaster pass?

China’s moves must recast India’s critical minerals push

n January 2, 2025, China's Ministry of
< its

control list by inchsding 28 entities
restri

export
from the United States, effe
swath of items

that are vital for high-technology i

Anexitofbluster

USSs role dimate
resident Donald Trump has fired his ho-
witzers ralism by signing into

ate:
Gocres the Unied suq

Research

at the Takshashila
Institution, Bergasiuns

has faced stubborn challenges. In 2023, lithium
and

Reasi adlines, hinting at
gam. for India’s

. However, a little over a year later, the
story re - no cor

mpany
sources, and the
Block remains in Himbeo. Unfortunately, this is not
an isolated incident. Government data show that
only 48% (24 out of 49 of the mineral blocks
available for auction in recent years have been

sallium,
lithium 6 Gsotope). .-nd others — minerals with
from chij o
alloys.
This is not the first time that China has
weaponised the exports of its critical minerals.
And it is an approach that is strategic and

d-m

Beijing targets minerals that
are deemed to be crirical by western nations and
their allies, especially those essential fo

semiconductors, batteries, and h‘h(ech

= the Deputy Director
*tthe

Bidesh India Lad- FABIL), which has been tasked

ly
=)
factors: & avoids controlling minerals which are
Tecareity Gependent on westorn
A I rofraing from actios that could

pores.
disrupe fts domestic industrial enterprises or
ors. This h

might me,
ly when the globe has finished its et il calen

dar year above the 1.5 Celsius mark.
The US. is the sec emitter of green-
By virte of being the mast

waszvtdelnln China's Fare carth minerals
Japan lnzmo. s recent

Testrictions on ane

r1s, and its ban, in December

gases.
economy, it has mga:ed w© |ueume mamie of
{lobal leadership’ in addressing cli change.

the leader has had the spotticst
track record n.nmepmg to the terms of a signifi-
cant agreement — one, whose rule book the U.S.
played a major role in compiling — perhaps it is
time for the rest of the world to reassess Ameri-
ca's role in addressing climate change. Under

U.S. domestic policy on greenhouse gas emis-
sions has been subservient to business interests.

Ol and gas production incr under the Bi-
den administr: The U.S. remains the world's
largest crude oil producer, achleving record pro-
duction in 2023. The country is also the world's

about one-third of its 2030 emissions reduc-
target. In the last weeks of his Presidency,
Atr. Biden

commitments to 61%-66% of 2005 levels by 2035.
This too, calculations suggest, will be insufficient
to meet a 1.5° C target. Private capital propping

expor
2023, on rare earth

Bengalury

passed the Mines and Minerals

overse: in critical
nnneuls nach as Itz and cobalt. Parliament
and

Hcences for minerals such as lithium, rare

those o Indian hll:
Foreign participation is spars. further
Cam, mining license atctions for critical
minerals have largely
ation is that India’s
dassification system is miners

india have yet to reach ad
starus, er to prospe:
bidders.

— an option that should, in principle, help de-risk
investments but evidently has not had the
intended effect.

Fiscal incentives may be essential
This brings s o the essentlal role of high-quality

and technology

o “atomic
fe opened
the door for greater private-sector investment

sharing.

and results
A key highlight of the 2023 amendments is the
“exploration

at the hean of-nm!anns

buyers
(mining companies) and e st (government)
not share a clear view of the resource’s true

value. Without robust surveys, many
bidders thelr offers or abstain entirely.
The result is subopcimal auctions., with some

A possible remedy is to otter larger upfrone
during Joration phase. In

extraction and processing intreduction of an lcense’, devised other words, the solution might be to appro:
technologies. 1o attract resource o minerals extraction as a semiconductor
s z2c i foreign o survey fabris P . In chip i
The situation in India India’s critical but r with enormous upfront costs
Meanwhile. policymakers in the United States minerals deposits. Instead of having to commit o slow returns — India has taken an
n that Sk overa approach, apital support early in

These. plans face G ot Moo eres preBeabia, theme < _ A simifar model could
larger trend: the competizion for critical ‘minerals a ¥ Sz e scter n work for critical minerals, offsetting immediate
has become a international economsc way out may be The law instead of
diplomacy. For nations. such as India, these > s also promises to mxmbmse S0% orme roduction begins. Upfron: ixal
events are also a wake-up call — to improve to adopa ‘exploration expenditure once mining begins, support for explos ‘would resolve a market

‘mineral and scmicon aiming early-stage flure and help unlock value many times over in
capacity. fabrication Despite these promising reforms, the results downstream mining. exploration, sales, and
India’s push for critical minerals development model have been tepid. Only a handful of éxploration %

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

nullifying multiple criminal
cases that relate to the riots
of January, 6, 2021, Is
totally unacceptab
nme.udm-y

likely that the U.S:s behind the-scenes engage-
especially at the next climate meet (COP
JO) l.n Brazil in November 2025 — will continue.
The Mr. Tnnnp suggests that he is not
averse to running with the hare and hunting with
the hounds.
ce ammm
x G

fit and necessa
safeguard his r.o.muy-s

Howeuer. his order to grant
pardon, commuting t
prison and

Raising walls of tariff and
also walls against
immigration could come
back to haunt M. Trump.
China has been masswvely
setting up manufacturing

plants in Mexico, which
looks to the huge
tal
&

therein and, in the process,
e its economy.

lose cheap Mexica
that had, hitherto, kept
focal wages kiw: Cariada
could follow where

immigration policies 2ot e,
Trump would induce
technical talent to move
from the U.S. into its
weicoming arms.

Worse, Mr. Trump might

north L
standing of nations is
sustained more by deep

statesmanship than popular
messaging.

R Narayanan,

Naw Muma

M Trump’s dramatic return

{(American) palitca. Thesa
actions are

may be cause for worry for
rest of the world_
Gregory Fernandes,
o

With America’s second exit
lrofn the Paris climate
-ement, the world faces
g‘ezter danger.
en the fact that the
mrrenl emission-cut
of

leader intent on reshaplng
his nation with a wvision that

do not match the Paris
pact’s goals, there must be
global rescive to ensure
that

may well ripple across the
globe

mnseauenzes
What may be the beginning
of a golden era for America

- . D

are still met.
M. Jeyaram,
Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu

Cow urine

A letter writer has shed light

on the ludicrous line that

cow wrine is a panacea for

diseases [‘Letters to The

Editor’, January 22). Let us

hope that tomomow some
ces not come

up o witna a finding that cow

dung can be consumed by

humans! One appreciates

the fact that the expert has

highlighted the dangers of

consuming cow's urine.

K. Narayanan Namboodiri,

Bangalun:

etters emaiied

Ietters@tmenindu <o.in

must carry the postal address.

) amx




China’s moves must recast India’s critical minerals push

Commerce (MOFCOM) expanded its

export control list by including 28 entities
from the United States, effectively restricting their
access to a swath of items classified under
dual-use export controls. At the core of these
restrictions lies minerals and rare and refined
materials that are vital for high-technology
applications such as in aerospace,
semiconductors, batteries, and advanced
electronics. Beijing’s list encompasses tungsten,
gallium, magnesium, beryllium, hafnium,
lithium-6 (isotope), and others — minerals with
uses ranging from chip production to speciality
alloys.

This is not the first time that China has
weaponised the exports of its critical minerals.
And it is an approach that is strategic and
calculated. Beijing primarily targets minerals that
are deemed to be critical by western nations and
their allies, especially those essential for
semiconductors, batteries, and high-tech
manufacturing. However, China carefully
balances these decisions against two constraining
factors: it avoids controlling minerals which are
heavily dependent on western raw material
imports. And it refrains from actions that could
disrupt its domestic industrial enterprises or
export-dependent sectors. This strategic calculus
was evident in China’s rare earth minerals
embargo against Japan in 2010, its recent
restrictions on antimony, gallium, and
germanium exports, and its ban, in December
2023, on rare earth extraction and processing
technologies.

0 n January 2, 2025, China’s Ministry of

The situation in India
Meanwhile, policymakers in the United States
and elsewhere are becoming increasingly
concerned. These developments underscore a
larger trend: the competition for critical minerals
has become a fulcrum of international economic
diplomacy. For nations such as India, these
events are also a wake-up call — to improve
domestic mineral exploration and production
capacity.

India’s push for critical minerals development
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India’s critical
minerals
development
plans face
challenges; a
way out may be
to adopt the
semiconductor
fabrication
model

has faced stubborn challenges. In 2023, lithium
deposits that were found in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Reasi district made headlines, hinting at a
game-changer moment for India’s energy
transition. However, a little over a year later, the
story remains lacklustre: no company has shown
interest in bidding for these resources, and the
block remains in limbo. Unfortunately, this is not
an isolated incident. Government data show that
only 48% (24 out of 49) of the mineral blocks
available for auction in recent years have been
auctioned.

This lack of market enthusiasm cannot be
pinned entirely on government negligence. Over
the last three years, the Union government has
introduced measures to spur activity in critical
minerals. The Ministry of Mines identified 30
critical minerals that are deemed essential for
national security. And before that, the Union
government set up a designated body, Khanij
Bidesh India Ltd. (KABIL), which has been tasked
with obtaining overseas investments in critical
minerals such as lithium and cobalt. Parliament
passed the Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Amendment Act, 2023, lifting
restrictive classifications on some rare earth
elements that used to be considered ‘atomic
minerals’. These reforms theoretically opened
the door for greater private-sector investment
and technology sharing.

Reforms and results
A key highlight of the 2023 amendments is the
introduction of an ‘exploration license’, devised
to attract specialised resource exploration
agencies, including foreign companies, to survey
potentially rich but geologically challenging
deposits. Instead of having to commit to a
full-scale mining operation that can take over a
decade or more to turn profitable, these
exploratory firms can now participate in
reconnaissance and prospecting alone. The law
also promises to reimburse 50% of the
exploration expenditure once mining begins,
aiming to de-risk early-stage operations.
Despite these promising reforms, the results
have been tepid. Only a handful of exploration

licences for minerals such as lithium, rare earth
elements, and graphite have been cleared, and
those mostly went to Indian public sector firms.
Foreign participation is sparse, and further
downstream, mining license auctions for critical
minerals have largely stalled.

One explanation is that India’s resource
classification system is outdated, leaving miners
unsure about the commercial viability of mineral
blocks. Exploration levels — often categorised
under international norms as Gl1, G2, G3, or G4 —
require progressively detailed geological data on
ore grade and quantity. Many auctioned blocks in
India have yet to reach advanced exploration
status, making them riskier to prospective
bidders. That said, a more puzzling factor is the
low demand for exploration licences themselves
— an option that should, in principle, help de-risk
investments but evidently has not had the
intended effect.

Fiscal incentives may be essential

This brings us to the essential role of high-quality
data. Exploration is at the heart of mitigating
‘information asymmetry’, where potential buyers
(mining companies) and the seller (government)
do not share a clear view of the resource’s true
value. Without robust geological surveys, many
bidders discount their offers or abstain entirely.
The result is suboptimal auctions, with some
potentially valuable blocks simply overlooked.

A possible remedy is to offer larger upfront
fiscal incentives during the exploration phase. In
other words, the solution might be to approach
critical minerals extraction as a semiconductor
fabrication project. In chip manufacturing
—another sector with enormous upfront costs
and slow returns — India has taken an aggressive
approach, pledging direct capital support early in
the construction phase. A similar model could
work for critical minerals, offsetting immediate
exploration costs instead of reimbursing them
only after production begins. Upfront capital
support for exploration would resolve a market
failure and help unlock value many times over in
downstream mining, exploration, sales, and
exports.



* China's Strategic Restrictions on Critical Minerals/iﬁ?-l' CIRY HW'CI;UT gt W wEAfas

* China’s Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) expanded export controls, restricting key minerals
like tungsten, lithium, magnesium, and beryllium.
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* These minerals are crucial for semiconductors, aerospace, and battery industries.
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* China has previously imposed similar restrictions, such as the rare earth minerals embargo on
Japan in 2010.
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* India’s Current Challenges in Critical Mineral Development / IRd C )
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* India has vast reserves of critical minerals but lacks proper mining and
exploration initiatives.
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« 2023 saw the discovery of lithium reserves in Jammu and Kashmir, but
auctioning efforts have been slow.
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 Government data shows that only 48% of the available mineral
blocks have been auctioned in recent years.
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* India’s restrictive cIaSS|f|cation of minerals discourages private
investments.
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* Political, Geographical, Economic, and Historical Context /TIGFﬁ‘PcﬁT,
sitanfers, e 3t fage dqat

» Political Context / TSTaillae HSH

* The Chinese restrictions impact India’s push for self-reliance in strategic
industries.
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* India’s Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act,
2023 aims to facilitate critical mineral extraction.
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» Geographical Context / 31N fors A<

* India has untapped reserves of rare earth elements in states like
Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Jharkhand.
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* China controls over 70% of the global rare earth supply, making
India vulnerable.
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« Economic Context / 3Tfd& A

* The lack of exploration reduces India’s ability to develop a domestic
supply chain for critical industries.
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* China’s monopolization increases prices, affecting Indian
manufacturers.
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* Proposed Reforms to Strengthen India's Critical Mineral Industry / #HIXd

¥ AgcaqUl @ietel 36N FI FAogd A F fAT gFdifad gur
» a. Policy and Regulatory Reforms / difa 3ix AamaA+ TUR
* Fast-track auctions and streamline licensing processes.
- At gfhaT F a9 F 3T AR IfFAET FoaId IA0]

* Revise mineral classification to encourage private sector investments.
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* Fiscal Incentives / TadiIr WicdTgeT

* Government support during the exploration phase can de-risk
investments.

+ IWHR aART a9 @OT # AT & foder f@A Fa4 @)
"HdT g
* Tax benefits for companies investing in critical mineral exploration.
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* Strengthening Domestic Supply Chains / EIQT’[\ HTQﬁ QEIT*ITEIT I
Holdd Il
* Develop domestic processing units for refining critical minerals.

» AFcaqol Wietsll & IRSHI0T & AT a3e] THERIOT FHISAT
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* Encourage partnerships with global firms for technology transfer.
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* The US has declared 50 minerals critical in light of their role in
national security or economic development.

« Japan has identified a set of 31 minerals as critical for their
economy.

« The UK considers 18 minerals critical, EU (34) and Canada (31).



Sl. No. | Critical Mineral Percentage (2020) | Major Import Sources (2020)

1. Lithium 100% Chile, Russia, China, Ireland, Belgium

2. Cobalt 100% China, Belgium, Netherlands, US, Japan

3: Nickel 100% Sweden, China, Indonesia, Japan, Philippines

4. Vanadium 100% Kuwait, Germany, South Africa, Brazil, Thailand

B Niobium 100% Brazil, Australia, Canada, South Africa, Indonesia

6. Germanium 100% China, South Africa, Australia, France, US

7 i Rhenium 100% Russia, UK, Netherlands, South Africa, China

8. Beryllium 100% Russia, UK, Netherlands, South Africa, China

9: Tantalum 100% Australia, Indonesia, South Africa, Malaysia, US

10. Strontium 100% China, US, Russia, Estonia, Slovenia

(B 2 Zirconium(zircon) | 80% Australia, Indonesia, South Africa, Malaysia, US

12. Graphite(natural) | 60% China, Madagascar, Mozambique, Vietnam, Tanzania
13. Manganese 50% South Africa, Gabon, Australia, Brazil, China

14 Chromium 2.5% South Africa, Mozambique, Oman, Switzerland, Turkey
15. Silicon <1% China, Malaysia, Norway, Bhutan, Netherlands

Table.1 The net import reliance for critical minerals of India (2020) (Source: A r’,eport on ‘Unlocking Australia-
India Critical Minerals Partnership Potential’ by Australian Trade and Investment Commission, July 2021)




Q. Despite India being one of the countries of Gondwanaland, its
mining industry contributes much less to its Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) in percentage. Discuss. (2021)

* Q. “In spite of adverse environmental impact, coal mining is still
inevitable for development”. Discuss. (2017)
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Vodafone Idea continues to lead in Kerala. de:
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Jio leads in 12 telecom circles, Airtel dominates in nine

Vodafone Idea continues to lead in Kerala, despite its market share shrinking rapidly in recent years

| DATA POINT

Nitika Francis
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

eliance Jio leads the wire-
R less subscriber market in

12 of India’s 22 telecom
circles, while Airtel dominates
nine. This leaves Vodafone Idea as
the leader in just one circle —
Kerala.

In the north-eastern and Jammu
and Kashmir circles, Airtel leads
the market, with around half of the
subscribers choosing the provider.
In Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, As-
sam, Bihar, and Himachal Pra-
desh, Airtel leads with a market
share of 40-50%, while in Tamil
Nadu and Punjab, it leads with a
share of less than 40%.

In Madhya Pradesh, Reliance Jio
has a wireless subscriber market
share which is close to 55%. In Kol-
kata, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Od-
isha, West Bengal, and Rajasthan,
Reliance Jio leads with a market
share of 40-50%, while in Uttar
Pradesh (East and West), Mumbai,
Delhi and Haryana, it leads with a
share of less than 40%.

With a market share of 32%, Vo-
dafone Idea is leading in Kerala.
However, its market share in the
State has sharply declined from
the nearly 54% it had in 2015.

Kerala is the most fragmented
market with all the four players —
Jio, Airtel, Vodafone Idea and
BSNL — holding over 20% of the
wireless subscribers each. In fact,
it is the only State where the State
provider crossed the 20% mark.

Over the years, the market
shares of Vodafone Idea and BSNL
have declined sharply from their
respective peaks across most
States, creating a duopoly in re-
cent years. In contrast, Jio and Air-
tel have reached their peak market
share across most States, with very
few exceptions.

The graphic shows the wireless
subscriber market share in the last
decade — 2014 to 2024 — across se-
lect telecom circles.
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The graphic
shows the wireless
subscriber market

share in the last
decade — 2014 to
2024 — across select
telecom circles

Wireless subscriber market share

The charts are based on data sourced from the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India.
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OVERALL SUBSCRIBER BASE DROPS BY 1.76 MILLION

BSNL witnesses subcriber loss
after 4 months in Nov, Jio adds

JATIN GROVER
New Delhi, January 22

STATE-OWNED BHARAT San-
char Nigam (BSNL), which was
seen gaining mobile users after
tariff hikes by private telecom
operators in July last year, has
now started seeing subscribers
loss, according to data by the
Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India (Trai).

In November, the telecom
operator lost 344,473 mobile
users after continuously
addingthe subscribers for four
straight months. BSNL, which
was benefitting from its low
tariffs,added close to 7 million
mobile users from July to Octo-
ber period.

The company, however,
started losing subscribers due
toweak quality of servicesand
absence of 4G services pan-
India, analysts said.

As of November end,
BSNL’s subscribers were at

PRICE HIKE EFFECT

Mobile subscriber base as of November end (in million)
® Jio WAirtel

92.05 million.

Reliance Jio, which is the
market leader, added 1.2 mil-
lion users, bucking the trend
of losing subscribers for the
last four months, due to tariff

hikes and impact of SIM card
consolidation.

As of November end, the
company’s mobile sub-
scribers were at 461.2 mil-
lion. Bharti Airtel lost 1.14

Vodafone Idea = BSNL

million users during the
month, taking its subscriber
base to 384.3 million.
Vodafone Idea continued
its trend of subscribers loss.
The company lost 1.5 million

users during the month, taking
its base to 208.9 million.

Overall, the mobile sub-
scribers base fell by 1.76 mil-
lionto1.148 billionin Novem-
ber,according to Traidata.Jio’s
market share was at 40.15%,
Airtelwasat 33.45%,followed
by Vodafone Idea at 18.19%
and BSNLat 8.03%.

According to data, active
subscribersbase accounted for
92.3% of the total wireless
subscribers.

The subscriberbase fellby 6
million in November to 1.06
billion. Among the operators,
Airtel’s subscribers base fell by
3 million to 380 million,
whereas Jio’sactive base fell by
1.12 million to 447 million.

Vodafone Idea’s active user
base was at 176.9 million,
downby 1.9 million during the
month.

Fixed wireless subscribers
grew 574% in November to
5.16 million.
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BPCLs Q3 consolidated net
profit rises 20% to ¥3.806 cr.

o 3,806 crore for the third quarter ended

December 31, 2024, <
in the year-earlie;

ompan
T period.
opel the

red with 23,181 crore
venue

Re:

radions quarter, however,

decreased to 21.27,551 crore from 1.29,985 crore
also

n the year eartier. The BPCL board has
terim dividend of £5 per equity
each.

declared an
share of a face value 210

Reliance Consumer Products

Ltd. acquires SIL F

Reliance Consumer Products Ltd. (RCPL)
the of

Foods for an

SIL

sum. The

was part of RCPLs broader strategy to

reinvigorate and
Foods”

modernise

india’s most beloved
brands, it sald. Ajay Mariwala, SIL.
director said RCPL will infus,

managing

new life into the brand by expanding its reach.
The firm produces fruit jams, soups, chutney,
satices, ginger gartic paste, and other producis.

SEBI floats consultation paper
on sachetisation of MFs

To increase the reach and facilitate partici
low-income groups

from

pation
in mutual m SEnx

floated a
Sachetisation: of mutual funds (I\ll‘s). 1 pmposed

a sachetised murtual fund

systes ic investment plan tSIP) nfzzso
Further, small ticket SIPs can be offered

in any

scheme except for debt schemes, sectoral and

thematic

schemes, small-cap and

mid-cap

schemes under equity schemes category. »n

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI
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Demand sign: HUL volumes up 2% in Q3

MUMBAT

Fast-mov! <o
goods (FMCG) major i
dustan Unilever Lzd_ (HUL)

owth in

rofic afer tax befare ax-
ceptional items was flat.

nover grew 2% at
245,680 crore driven by a
2% underlying volume

whilst maincaining healthy
margins” CEO and MD Ro-
hit Jawa sasd.

During the quarter, the

siness witnessed an under
lying sales growth (USG) of
6%, led by high-single digic

G in fabric wash and
e

ehold car,
The Beauty &

The Board of Directors
of the company approved a
scheme of arrangement,
between HUL and its whol-
Iy own, ry Kwalt-
£y Wallox hactie) Ll 1> cle-
merge HULS ice
business fnto KWIL. The

HDFC Bank’s
Q3 net profit
rises 2% to

16,736 crore

MustBAL

HDFC Bank Ltd. reported a

a 1%
growth, while UVG saw a

su.
ery. In his operating con-
ks, vee delivurad comipart
tive owth by driving
unmiseable brand  supe:
riority, investing behind
brands and

ngle digit decline-
The Personal Care seg-

with mid-single digit price
growth offset by decline in

that it had signed a defini-

Science Private Lid. for
22,670 crore.

The also  ap-
proved the acquisition of
the palrn umdercaking of

oil

gains, pr‘lor year
one-off ~ provisio

prior yeas tax credits, gmw
13.6% over the quarter end-
ed Dy 1. 2023, the

from

an amount.

31
private sector lender said.

Ashwini Vaishnaw
steers Davos parleys

NEW DELHI

NEW DELHI: Union Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw has
participated in a series of
strategic meetings in Swit-

international

ac-
ing innovative technolo-
gles in the railway sector,
and also made a presenta-
tion on the Indian semi

Before heading for the
World Economic Forum
(WEF) 2025 in Davos, Mr.
Vaishnaw on Tuesday held
severs Speaking
on the occasion, he said:
“Prime Minister Narendra

Swiss experts to under-
stand the cuming-edge
technologies that can bol-
ster

H-1Bs fill critical skills

gap in US.:

Nasscom

Nasscom vice-president

to Arvind Kris! the
chairman and chief execu-
tive officer of IBM.

ra Pradesh, under
the theme -Business with
Speed and Innovation’, Is

presenting Iss 1,054-km-
long coastline, business-
friendly policies, and se-
ven airport unique

selling polnt to global in-
vestors. Chief Minister N
idrababu  Naidu
engage with top executives
from global firms like Un-
iever, DP World Group, Pe.
troleum National
(Petronas), Google ot
epsiCo, and As:

present at the Daves WEF
meet. means

and safety within the In-
dian Railways system.

This was followed by a
meeting with leading rail-
way sector “Small and Me-
dium Enterprises”. inchsd-

business. We are promot-

Vi evistion Misister R
Mohan Naidu.
The India Pavilion fea-
tures eight States seeki:
stment opportunities
ves of compa-

grethen. St Rail's ex-
pertise in  producing
unit trains.

Mr. Vaishnaw also at-

the ‘myth” that H-1B work-
labour,

rents. Many believe, and
worry this

pot
Iy impact children born in
the US. to HAB visa hol-
ers as well as other cate-
gories like green card hol-
ers  and =
temporary visas.

threat

mp's latest moves
and orders on flow of In-
dian tech professionals to

Mr Trump repeated his

warning he will

TOOR "Garifis “on | BRICS

countries, of which India is

a part, if they take any step

to replace the U.S. dollar.
Asked how the

‘India’s maritime sector needs

investment of $1 trillion by 2047

MUMBAL

ment of $i tri

production hubs at
dip, Tuticorin and Kandla
ports for the decarbonisa-
ton of the shipping sector.

these ports for green hy-
drogen facilities and pr.
duction is expected to be-

Ports, Shipping & Water-
ways said India’s maritime
sector has become corner-

countries in the
said. He sai

to 1,630 MMT the
same

Stating that India has

entered era of Mega Ports,
the Minister sald the Vad-

gese container facllity, and

Union Minister for

sion,

Contain-
& “Ivansshipment Port at
Galathea Bay in Great Nico-

bar would capeure tran
shipment trade along key

springboard for economic

i«
ciency gains, he sasd
container dwelling

as now reduced to three

“Nine Indian ports now
feature in the World Bank's

Container Port Perfor-
mance Index 2023, with Vi-
sakhapatnam ranking
amang ¢ lhe ® ©0p 20 global-
Iy he

sk
would impact H-18 hol-
ders, Mr. Singh expressed
his empathy for those I
Iy o et e

dustry, which derives the
biggest chunk of its reve-
nue from the U.S. market.
President Trump began
his second term with a
spate of executive orders
Tu and moved
qulckly to end a decades-
immigration policy of
bm:mgm citizenship
that {s automatic Cittzen-
ship for children bom in

policies are the absohme

immigration debate or is-

India’s rice exports defy
curbs, hold steady in 2024

rts held

sueasitisa
wisa. Mr.
tlon to Indian IT Induﬂry‘k
iring efforts | in the US.
~Our anies have
invested $11 billion in the

2.,55,000 employees who
have been up:

¥ officials
told Reuters.

steady flow of rice
from the world's bigsest
help

the us.

skilled and
2.9 million students have
n

Rice ex in 2024
stood at 17.8 MMT
marginally down

carlier

after exports restrictions
were lifted and made up

was not authorised to
speak to the media_

In September and Oc-
tober 2024, India had re-
moved almost all of the
curbs &t had imposed on

non-
and premier basmari rice

in July and August 2023
The country’s rice ex-
ports in 2024 stood at 17.8
million  metr! tonnes

Q4T) shipped o year car-
Iser, the official said.
Basmati rice exports in
2024 surged 16.3% to a re-
cord 5.7 million tonnes as

Kent RO files
draft papers
to go public

Beuters

Indian water purifier mak-
er Kent RO Systems filed
papers for an initial
public nﬁenng aPo) on

The firm's founder and
Chairman Mahesh Gupta,
wish other family



Tax avoidance treaties: India sets
new norms for claiming benefits

The Central Board of Direct Taxes has issued fresh guidelines for applying the Principal Purpose Test (PPT) provisions

under Double Tax Avoidance Agreements or DTAAs; deals with Cyprus, Mauritius and Singapore to remain outside for now

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

he Income Tax de-
T partment has come

out with a fresh gui-
dance note on applicability
of Principal Purpose Test
(PPT) for claiming tax trea-
ty benefits, which will ap-
ply prospectively.

The Central Board of Di-
rect Taxes (CBDT) in its
guidance note on PPT also
clarified the grandfather-
ing provisions under the
India-Cyprus Double Tax
Avoidance Agreement
(DTAA), and the similar
pacts with Mauritius and

Singapore would stay out-
side the purview of the
new PPT provisions. India
has made certain treaty-
specific bilateral commit-
ments in the form of grand-
fathering provisions in the

DTAAs signed with these
three nations.

“These commitments,
as reflected in the bilateral-
ly agreed object and pur-
pose of such grandfather-
ing provisions, are not
intended to interact with
the PPT provision as such,”
the CBDT said.

The grandfathering pro-
vision in the treaties would
be governed by the specific
provisions specified in the
respective DTAAs.

Deloitte India partner,
Rohinton Sidhwa said the
circular clarifies various as-
pects for interpreting the
PPT that now featured in

most Indian tax DTAAs.
Crucially, it establishes
the primacy of the grand-
fathering article featuring
in some treaties, namely
Cyprus, Mauritius and Sin-
gapore. The circular pro-
tects such treaty-specific
bilateral commitments and
carves them out of the pur-
view of the PPT provisions.
“This was a grey area
when the new protocol
was made public for the In-
dia Mauritius treaty. With
this clarification, there is a
likelihood that the proto-
col would be notified and
go into effect in the coming
financial year beginning

April 1, 2025,” he said.

Nangia Andersen LLP
partner Vishwas Panjiar
said as per the note, PPT
provisions shall apply pros-
pectively and would also
not be applicable in cases
where India has entered in-
to treaty-specific bilateral
commitments in the form
of grandfathering.

“The guidelines nudge
tax authorities to refer to
BEPS Action Plan 6 as well
as UN Model Tax Conven-
tion for supplementary
source of guidance while
deciding on invocation and
application of PPT provi-
sions,” Mr. Panjiar added.




Introduction to New Tax Avoidance Norms /T &I ddId HATIeal &1 IR=T

India's Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has issued fresh guidelines for the application of
the Principal Purpose Test (PPT) under Double Tax Avoidance Agreements (DTAAs).

HRA & HFEIT YcdsT FT d15 (CBDT) A greY FY g91d AT (DTAA) F dgd THTH
3gard TaTor (PPT) & AT v fem-fder It e &

The PPT aims to curb tax treaty abuse and prevent tax avoidance by entities exploiting DTAAs.

PPT FT_3car¥ & WLl & F el X DTAAFT AT TS A ATl
HEAT3T SaRT FT 91 H gl

New provisions will apply prospectively from April 1, 2025.

AT YT 1 31 2025 & THT &her)



Principal Purpose Test (PPT) under Double Tax Avoidance Agreements
(DTAAS)

The Principal Purpose Test (PPT) is an anti-abuse provision introduced under
the Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) framework by the OECD

(Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) and the G20.

It aims to prevent the misuse of Double Tax Avoidance Agreements (DTAAS)
by entities that engage in tax treaty shopping or artificial tax structuring to gain
unjust tax benefits.




* Exemptions for Certain Countries/i@f ae & favw oc

e CBDT clarified that the "grandfathering provisions" in the India-Cyprus,
India-Mauritius, and India-Singapore DTAAs will not be affected by the
PPT provisions.

- CBDT A FYoe v fF sTRa-wsww, dRa-AkRE 3#R sma-fRAmR
DTAA # "JSHIGRAT YaeT=" PPT WYl & WA AT &iarl

* This decision honors India's treaty-specific bilateral commitments with
these countries.

» 7g vty g7 32t & a1y sRg A d@fe-ffdse glvaia
qfdagedIst FT FART FIaT gl



* Political Context / TTSTellfas HEaT

* The move aligns India’s tax policies with global anti-tax avoidance
frameworks like BEPS (Base Erosion and Profit Shifting).

* Ig FEH AR T FT AfaAT & BEPS (§H IUSIT TS WiThe
gm)wmwmmmma;mmam
|

* It strengthens India's negotiating power in international tax treaties.

-WWWmﬁmﬁmamaﬁm@
FIAT ¢



» Geographical Context / 31N fors A<

* Mauritius, Singapore, and Cyprus are common routes for foreign
investments into India.

« AR, IR 3R AEyw HRT & Al ar & e
AT AT &)

* These jurisdictions are frequently used for tax structuring and treaty
benefits.
-g@mﬁmﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ#ﬂmﬁ%
frar arar B



« Economic Context / 3Tfd& A

* Ensuring proper implementation of tax treaties can boost India's
foreign direct investment (FDI) while preventing tax evasion.

« FT FTAT & 3T FRTIIT § ART & ycgaT faeely Aaer
(FDI) §¢ ThdT & 3T FT T & AFT ST GhaT gl

* India is trying to balance investor confidence while tightening tax
enforcement.

mﬁﬁe@ﬂ:ﬁamaﬁwwﬁ HY Ydded HI &
LT Y FIAA FT T@T ¢






* Parakram Diwas is observed annually on 23rd January to
commemorate the birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

 About

* The first Parakram Diwas was held at Victoria Memorial in Kolkata.

* The year 2022 saw the unveiling of a hologram statue of Netaji at India Gate,
New Delhi;

 andin 2023, 21 unnamed islands in the Andaman and Nicobar archipelago
were named after the 21 Param Vir Chakra Awardees.



He was the first person to call Mahatma Gandhi “Father of the
Nation”, in his address from Singapore.

Indian National Congress:

e He was elected as the President of the Indian National Congress twice, in 1938
and 1939.

e |deological differences with Mahatma Gandhi led to his resignation and the
formation of the Forward Bloc, a political faction committed to radical change.



Azad Hind Radio 1942: He established Azad Hind Radio in Germany to

reach out to Indians and spread his vision of independence.

e He coined several patriotic slogans, including “Jai Hind,” “Dilli Chalo” (On to Delhi), and
“Give me blood, and | will give you freedom”.

Formation of Indian National Army (INA): In 1942, he formed the INA

with the help of Japanese forces.

e The INA was an armed force aimed at securing India’s independence through military
action against British rule.



 Azad Hind Government: In 1943, Subhash Chandra Bose renamed the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands as “Shaheed” (Martyr) and “Swaraj”
(Self-Rule) during his leadership of the Azad Hind Government.

* This was a symbolic gesture of asserting India’s sovereignty against British
rule.

* On October 21, 1943, Netaji declared the establishment of the Provisional
Government of Free India (Azad Hind Sarkar).

e Subhash Chandra Bose reportedly passed away in a plane crash in
Taiwan on August 18, 1945, from severe burn injuries.



» Azad Hind Government: In October 1943, Bose formed
the Provisional Government of Azad Hind in Singapore. The
headquarters moved to Rangoon in January 1944.

* |t was recognized by 9 countries namely Japan, Germany, Italy,
Croatia, Burma, Thailand, Philippines, Manchuria, and the Republic of
China (under Wang Jingwei).

* INA Women's Regiment: Bose also created the Rani of Jhansi
Regiment, which was composed of women who fought
alongside men in the struggle for independence.



Born

Died

L T ST SR A R N S SN S o S S

Subhas Chandra Bose

23 January 1897

Cuttack, Bengal Presidency,
British India

18 August 1945 (aged 48)4I[°]
Taihoku, Japanese Taiwan

Cause of death Third-degree burns from

Resting place
Political party

Spouse(s)

Children

Parents

Education

Alma mater

aircrash!®!
Renkd-ji, Tokyo, Japan

Indian National Congress
All India Forward Bloc

(secretly married without ceremony
or witnesses, unacknowledged

publicly by Bose)[G]
Anita Bose Pfaff

Janakinath Bose (father)
Prabhabati Bose (mother)

Baptist Mission's Protestant
European School, Cuttack,
1902-09!7!

Ravenshaw Collegiate
School, Cuttack, 1909-12/€]
Presidency College, Calcutta,
1912-15 February 1916l
Scottish Church College,
Calcutta, 20 July 1917-1919
Fitzwilliam Hall, Non-
Collegiate Students Board,
Cambridge, 1919—21.[111(d]

University of Calcutta (B.A.,
Philosophy, 1919)

University of Cambridge (B.A.
Mental and Moral Sciences
Tripos, 1921.11])
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» Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar

* The annual Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar has
been instituted in 2018 to recognize and honour the invaluable
contribution and selfless service rendered by individuals and
organisations in India in the field of disaster management.

* The award is announced every year on 23rd January.

* |t carries a cash prize of Rs 51 lakh and a certificate in case of an
institution and Rs 5 lakh and a certificate in case of an individual.



* During the Indian Freedom Struggle,
who of the following raised an army
called ‘Free Indian Legion'?(2008)

* (a) Lala Hardayal
« (b) Rashbehari Bose

* (c) Subhas Chandra Bose

« (d) V.D. Savarkar . |



Exercise Stimulates Neuronal
Growth



* A study by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) has
revealed that exercise not only strengthens muscles but
also stimulates neuron growth through biochemical and
physical mechanisms.



* Note: Muscle is a specialized tissue that generates force and
enables movement. Composed of contractile proteins like actin
and myosin, it facilitates contraction and relaxation.

« The human body has three muscle types: Skeletal (voluntary,
striated, controls movement and posture), Cardiac (involuntary,
striated, pumps blood), and Smooth (involuntary, non-striated,
maintains organ functions).



 Role of Myokines: Exercise increases the secretion
of myokines, a biochemical compound released by muscles.
Which significantly enhance neuronal growth (4x faster) and
improve neural maturity and functional abilities.

 Physical Stress and Neuronal Growth: Physical forces
generated during muscle contraction mechanically stimulate
nerves, promoting neuronal growth comparable to myokine
exposure.
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NEUROTRANSMITTERS

ADRENALINE
fight or flight
produced in stressful situations. Increases heart rate
and blood flow, leading to physical boost and
heightened awareness.

NORADRENALINE

concentration
affects attention and responding actions in the
brain. Contracts blood vessels, increasing
blood flow.

DOPAMINE

pleasure
feelings of pleasure, also addiction, movement and
motivation. People repeat behaviors that lead to
dopamine release.

SEROTONIN

mood
contributes to well-being and happiness. Helps sleep
cycle and digestive system requlation. Affected by
exercise and light exposure.

GABA

calming
Calms firing nerves in the central nervous system.
High levels improve focus, low levels cause anxiety.
Also contributes to motor control and vision.

ACETYLCHOLINE

learning
Involved in thought, learning and memory. Activates
muscle action in the body. Also associated with
attention and awakening.

GLUTAMATE

memory
Most common neurotransmitter. Involved in learning
and memory, requlates development and creation of
nerve contacts.

ENDORPHINS

euphoria

Released during exercise, excitement and sex,
producing well-being and euphoria, reducing pain




Roles of Different Neurotransmitters

Some Neurotransmitters and Their Functions

Neurotransmitter

Function

Problems Caused by Imbalances

Affects mood, hunger,

Undersugply linked to depression;
i

aminobutyric acid

neurotransmitter

Serotonin some antidepressant drugs raise
sleep, and arousal cerotorin levels S

Oversupply linked to schizophrenia;

D ; =nflue_nces movgment,d undersi gg}iy linked to fremors and

OPanEne ee:]rc;}'ig%' attention, an decreased mobility in Parkinson’s

disease and ADHD

Acetylcholine Enables muscle action, | ACh-producing neurons deteriorate as

(ACh) learning, and memory | Alzheimer’s disease progresses

Norebinebhiine Helps control alertness | Undersu |Japly can depress mood and

o i and arousal cause ADHD-like attention problems
GABA gamma- A major inhibitory Undersupply linked to seizures,

tremors, and insomnia

" ™ 14 i ’
SIANIAR
P 230 NONAN S
i e
.. TN E

A major excitatory
neurotransmitter;
involved in memory

Oversupply can overstimulate the brain,
producing migraines or seizures; this is
why some people avoid MSG
(monosodium glutamate) in food

Higents - Natural Neurotransmitter Support For Brain Balance

acts Serotonin, Dopamine and Norepinephrine




« What is the Cas9 protein that is often mentioned in the news? (2019)

« (a) A molecular scissors used in targeted gene editing

« (b) A biosensor used in the accurate detection of pathogens in patients
* (c) A gene that makes plants pest-resistant

« (d) A herbicidal substance synthesised in genetically modified crops



US withdrawal
from WHO




* Recently, the United States, under
President Donald Trump, has
signed an executive order to
withdraw from WHO, citing
reasons such as mishandling of the
COVID-19 pandemic and the lack of
reforms within the organization.

e -



About WHO: Aim and Functions

e Ensure universal health coverage and promote health equity.
e Strengthen disease prevention and control worldwide.
e Enhance global preparedness and response to health emergencies.

e Set global health standards and guidelines.

e Monitor emerging health issues and coordinate responses.

e Provide technical assistance to countries for capacity building.
e Facilitate health research and policy development.



WHO'’s Role in Global Health:

Global Coordination:

* Leads international efforts in combating pandemics, such as COVID-19 and Ebola.

e Collaborates with governments, NGOs, and private entities to strengthen healthcare
systems.

Disease Eradication: Played a key role in eradicating smallpox and reducing polio cases by 99%.

Capacity Building: Assists low- and middle-income countries in improving health infrastructure,
access to medicines, and training healthcare workers.

Health Policy Advocacy: Advocates for funding and policies addressing non-communicable
diseases, mental health, and nutrition improvement.




* Key Provisions in the Executive
Order:

* Cease funding and resources to
WHO.

* Recall all US personnel working with
the organization.

* Seek alternative international
partnerships for health initiatives.




Process to Leave WHO:

The WHO Constitution does not explicitly outline a withdrawal process.

However, the US Congress established conditions in 1948 allowing withdrawal
with a one-year notice and payment of any outstanding financial
commitments.




Impact of USA’s Exit:

e Financial Strain
e US withdrawal could lead to a loss of approximately 20% of WHO’s funding.

e Affects ongoing health programs globally, particularly in disease eradication
and pandemic preparedness.

e Expertise Gap

e |Loss of collaboration with US agencies like CDC reduces WHQ’s effectiveness
in health surveillance.




* On India:

e Health Programmes

* Reduced WHO support for India’s programs on tuberculosis, malaria, HIV, and maternal
health.

* Challenges in implementing WHO guidelines for vaccine coverage and disease
prevention.

 Collaborative Research

* Loss of expertise impacts India’s capacity-building partnerships with WHO.



Takers, Not

Makers Report




1§ MAKERS

Tie unjustpovertyand * The Oxfam International report,
titled Takers, Not Makers,
highlights the wealth extracted
from India during British colonial
rule, emphasizing the enduring
economic and social inequalities
shaped by colonial exploitation.




* Focuses on wealth extraction during colonial rule, particularly by Britain, and its impact on global inequality.

* Highlights modern parallels of exploitation by multinational corporations.

 Data Insights:

* $64.82 trillion extracted from India by Britain (1765-1900), adjusted for today’s value.
» 33.8 trillion (52%) enriched the UK’s richest 10%; 32% benefited the middle class.

* India’s industrial output share fell from 25% (1750) to 2% (1900) due to protectionist policies targeting Asian
textiles.

« Systemic exploitation persists, with wages in the Global South 87-95% lower than in the Global North.



About Oxfam:

Established in: 1942 as the Oxford Committee for Famine Relief, during World War II.

Headquarters: Oxford, United Kingdom.

Aim: To alleviate global poverty and address inequalities through advocacy,
development programs, and humanitarian aid.

e Operates in 79 countries across Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas.
e Focuses on education, health, public services, and inequality reduction.
e Campaigns against issues like tax evasion, climate change, and gender disparity.
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 What key minerals has China restricted in its new export controls?

- AT A IS AT AAT AFEr A e vHE wfAer v gfdeer
o9 aT 87

* A. Gold, Silver, and Copper / 9T, 91l X drET
B. Uranium, Zinc, and N|ckeI/2TlﬁI'€ITI' S 3R ﬁlﬂm‘
C. Tungsten, Lithium, Magnesmm and Berylllum/m forfaae,
Feehferaar s SFdfEw

D. Platinum, Palladium, and Rhodium / Taife, tofead 3k



* Why are these restricted minerals critical for global industries?
- ¥ yfaeafea @fesr dRew gt & AT Fa Agcaqor 872
* A. Used in jewelry making / 3ITe{9OT AT A 39T ﬁv‘qT ST &

B. Essential for semiconductors, aerospace, and battery industries /
JreraTers, TIORH M A 3garn & faT raas

C. Required for currency mmtmg/?Fl?\T fAATor & AT 3maTs

D. Malnénned in agrlculture fertlllzers/ﬂ'G!I' T ﬂ?ﬁ' IAIhT H



 What was the name of the law India passed to boost critical mineral
exploration?

+ IRA A AUl WA H=AYOT HY qgraT & & fAw FieT &7
Fledd IR fhar?

* A. Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment
Act, 2023 / @ 3R @fasr (%a:r\tr 3R ﬁ%rzm?r) FMereT

, 2023

B. National Mining Act, 2024 / TTEIT Welol TATaTH, 2024
C. Indian Critical Minerals Act, 2025 / IRdIT Hﬁﬁl}ﬁ' CIGE]
arfafaaa, 2025 ‘
D. Strategic Resources Act, 2023 / AHARNE gt fafaada, 2023



 Which tax reform was introduced under India’s new Double Tax
Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) rules?

« R & AT glgY F 919 FASIG (DTAA) gaT & dga &l
AT FT JUR 99T HIT 1417

* A. Principal Purpose Test (PPT) / T¥ITe1 3?\?&21' qdi&Tor (PPT)
B. Direct Corporate Tax Credit (DCTC) / Ycda] HIIRE HT HisT
(DCTC)
C. Automatic Tax Deduction Mechanism / FaATfeld T Heldl aF
D. International Tax Fairness Act/mﬂ' Y fasgerar sfafaas



* Which countries were granted exemptions under India’s DTAA tax
reforms?

- IRd ¥ DTAA R FURT & ded fFer qaf & ge & 187

* A. USA, China, and Japan/m e T AT
B. Mauritius, Singapore, and Cypruséﬂ'lfﬁm' ﬁWI'CIT 3 L 1EXES]

C. Germany, France, and Russia /

D. UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Brazﬂ/ﬂ'Q? T3l 3R 3ﬁT sTiter



* What is celebrated on Parakram Diwas in India?
« HRT A WA f&aw fFadr I & A«r JA1ar g2
* A. Birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel / GG TedTATS
qeer I Tl .
B. Birth anniversary of Subhas Chandra Bose / §HIY ¢ dIF
C. India’s victory in the 1971 war / 1971 & g H HRT A [

D. Anniversary of India’s first nuclear test / HR?I' & Ugel tR?:ITUT
qdI&ToT Y IS



 Which regiment was formed by Subhas Chandra Bose in the Indian
National Army (INA)?

» HRA TET FAT (INA) H FHIY &g &1 @RI e &1 ST
oA TT 9T Y1?

* A. Netaji Infantry Battalion /ﬁ?lﬁﬁ‘s?a;_a aaﬁ':m
B. Rani of Jhansi Regiment / J=T STTHY orde

C. Swaraj Special Forces / EaRTsT FUA IS
D. Azad Hind Artillery Corps / 3TTolTe, 8¢ ey SN



 What was the main focus of the Oxfam report "Takers, Not Makers"?

- HTFAHA RUIE "Takers, Not Makers" T HET Bled FAT YT1?

* A. Impact of British colonial rule on Indian economy / fafeer

AHgfAAfAF AT FT ARAT rTTITAT W IHIT

B. Effects of global climate change on developmg nations / TasrTaefter
?Rﬂ W ARGF @y IRadsT &

C. Role of technologE in modern economic dlsparlty / 3-'IT€T1?H~7 anfdes

D. Econo ic policies of post mdependence Indla/ﬁ?l'al?lT & dIC
aTFz“m; CHGEI



 What is the estimated wealth extracted from India by Britain as per
the Oxfam report?

-WW#WWWW#WWW
AT AT

e A. $32 trillion
B. $45 trillion
C. $64.82 trillion
D. $80 trillion



 Why did the US withdraw from the World Health Organization
(WHO)?

-ﬁﬁﬁm#ﬁaawwm(wm)#mmﬁﬁwﬁ
?

* A. Alleged mishandling of the COVID-19 pandemic / COVID-19 HETHAR
& HYGUT HFT FRY

B. WHO’s funding policies favoring China / WHO $Y =T Y
qrafAEar & arell A aiyor Afaar

C. WHO’s inefficiency in global health reforms / 3fae& EareeT
FURT A WHO I 31&THdT

D. All of the above / 3UFT gAY



Word of the day

Parlay:

a series of wagers in which the winnings from
one wager is used as a stake for the subsequent
wagers; place a bet on

Synonyms: double up

Usage: she hoped to parlay her football skills
into a college scholarship.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/parlaypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /'pa:ler/




Fun fact
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