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* To obtain full benefits of demographic dividend, what should India do?
(2013)

* (a) Promoting skill development
* (b) Introducing more social security schemes
* (c) Reducing infant mortality rate

* (d) Privatization of higher education
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* Armenia became the 104th member .
D 1Q4EIT o YT |

of the International Solar Alliance.

Which year was the International SR oAU hd il
Solar Alliance launched? foba T T2

1.2014 1.2014

2.2015 2.2015

3.2016 3.2016

4.2017 4.2017




* Andhra Pradesh scrapped the two-
child policy for local body elections.
What was the reason for this move?

1.Declining fertility rates
2.Increasing population growth
3.High maternal mortality
4.Low literacy rates
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* Adoption Awareness Month is
celebrated annually in November.
What is the theme for 20247

1."Promoting Legal Adoption"

2."Rehabilitation of Older Children
through Foster Care"

3."Secure Families for All"

4." Adoption — A Shared Responsibility"
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* Adoption Awareness Month is
celebrated annually in November.
Which organization leads this initiative N \ N
in India? q_| %QH Uecl | -Agad ol
?

1.UNICEF | . ﬁ >

g7 Ade) § T4/

- Tig T+ & Ufd SIFRdhdl &
g3
|

2.CARA (Central Adoption Resource :
Authority) 2.CARA (hsid TG IFTe
3.NITI Aayo ULERL)
| e 3. T ST

4.Ministry of Education

4. 11841 HATAY



* : The Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva
Puraskar is awarded to artists up to

the age of 40.
What is the cash prize associated with

this award?
1.%10,000
2.X25,000
3.X50,000
4.%X1,00,000

- 3XTG Tl RTeTeg T gl

IRRXDIR 40 dY ddh b dhcdlo
& qu ol d@ |

RS R O daled qdhq
T@H: 87

0 p)

1.X10,000
2.X25,000
3.X50,000
4.X1,00,000



* The 9th Amur Falcon Festival was ) %6” SR Wl Held 2024
celebrated in 2024. HAT 1]
Where do Amur Falcons migrate Tl o R JHR Wlech]
d el UdiH hRd g7

during winter?
1.Australia

2.Southern and Eastern Africa 2. I8 \ﬁthgﬁ 3{TpIhT
3.South America 3.Erféu STH] rC\’JI
4.Southeast Asia 4.5f&0 Qﬁ UIRTY




* The Bhu-Neer Portal was launched
during India Water Week 2024.
What is its primary purpose?

1.Promote rainwater harvesting
2.Regulate groundwater usage
3.Monitor river pollution
4.Develop irrigation facilities
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* The PACE Program promotes
collaborative research and technology

development.
Which department oversees the PACE

Program?

1.Department of Science and
Technology

2.Department of Biotechnology

3.Department of Scientific & Industrial
Research

4.Ministry of Education
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Dance with fire

-

Stage ablaze: An artist performs Kandakarnan Thirra, a traditional ritual art form, in Kozhikode district of Kerala on Sunday. P
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Jata-Jatin, Bakho-Bakhain,

Panwariya

ARUNACHAL PRADESH

Buiya, Chalo, Wancho, Pasi
Kongki, Ponung Popir

CHHATTISGARH

Gaur Maria, Panthi, Raut
Nacha, Pandwani,
Vedamati, Kapalik

Bihu, Bichhua, Natpu,
Maharas, Kaligopal,
Bagurumba, Naga
dance, Khel Gopal.

GUJARAT

Garba, Dandiya Raas,
Tippani Juriun, Bhavai



* Kolkali
* Region: North Malabar
* Community: Farming community

* Key Features:
e 24 performers using 2-foot-long wooden sticks.
* Dancers move in circles, tapping sticks rhythmically.

* Theme: Tales of regional Gods.



smmmm  Origin: 18th century

Creator: Kalakkaththu Kunchan Nambiar (Malayalam poet)

o e

e Vibrant costumes and expressive hand-eye movements.
e Narrates Indian mythology stories.




. Kalaripayattu

Type: Martial arts dance form

Key Features:

e Practised for self-defence.
e |nvolves running, jumping, and somersaults.

Significance: One of India’s oldest surviving martial arts




Padayani

Type: Ritual folk dance

Performed at: Bhagavati temple in honour of goddess Bhadrakali.

Key Features:

e Dancers wear heavy masks and make-up.
* |Involves religious rituals.



Community: Kerala’s Muslim
community, particularly in the
Malabar region.

Occasions: Wedding ceremonies
and festivals.

Key Features:

e Bride’s female relatives sing, clap, and dance around
her.



Margamkali Ead Koodiyattam [ug
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Climate deal a mere illusion, says India

Amid oppaosition and protests, a deal was agreed upon to ‘aim to mobilise” $1.3 trillion a year by 2035, with developed countries agreeing to ‘lead

efforts’ to pool in $300 billion a year as a base figure; India rejects proposal, says it does not address the magnitude of the challenge the world faces

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELH!

fter running into

overtime, the Con-

ference of the Par-
ties (COP29) at Baku in
Azerbaijan, hosting 198
countries for nearly a fort-
night, finally adopted a
“road map", or a weaker
form of an agreement to
say in traditional climate-
talks parlance.

While setting the stage
for kickstarting UN-ap-
proved carbon markets,
the conference failed to de-
liver on the main goal: a
New Collective Quantified
Goal on climate finance
(NCQG). Amid opposition
and protests, a deal was
agreed upon early on Sun-
day to “aim to mobilise"
$1.3 trillion a year by 2035,
with developed countries
agreeing to “lead efforts"”
to pool in $300 billion a
year as a base figure.

The NCQG refers to mo-
ney that will be given to de-
veloping countries by de-
veloped countries to help
the former meet their goals
to transition away from the
continued use of fossil
fuels and to curb green-
house gas emissions. Deve-
loping countries were in-
sisting on mobilising $1.3
trillion annually. To this
end, developed countries

have mobilised and trans-
ferred $115 billion in 2021-
22 - though not all coun-
tries agree — but as per the
Paris Agreement, a new
target higher than $100 bil-
lion had to be agreed upon
by 2025.

“This new finance goal
is an insurance policy for
humanity amid worsening
climate impacts hitting ev-
ery country,” said Simon
Stiell, Executive Secretary
of UN Climate Change.
“But like any insurance
policy, it only works if pre-
miums are paid in full and
on time... It will keep the
clean energy boom grow-
ing, helping all countries to
share its huge benefits:
more  jobs,  stronger
growth, cheaper and
cleaner energy for all.”

‘Optical illusion’

However, this conclusion
did little to placate several
countries who were ex-
pecting much more mo-
ney. A member of the In-
dian delegation publicly
voiced her objections at
the closing plenary of the
summit, This was acknow-
ledged by the President of
the COP, Mukhtar Babayev,
only after he had ceremo-
niously slammed the gavel
declaring the end of dis-
cussions on the finance as-
pects. The objection will,

Winding up: COP29 President Mukhtar Babayev applauds during
the closing plenary session in Baku on Sunday. ¢

however, make it to the
written COP records.

“I regret to say that this
document is nothing more
than an optical illusion.
This, in our opinion, will
not address the enormity
of the challenge we all face.
Therefore, we oppose the
adoption of this docu-
ment," Indian delegation
representative  Chandni
Raina told the closing plen-
ary. India said its request to
speak before the adoption
of the climate finance pack-
age was ignored,

“We had informed the
Presidency and the Secre-
tariat that we wanted to
make a statement before
any decision on the adop-
tion. However, and this is
for everyone to see, this
has been stage-managed,
and we are extremely dis-

appointed with this inci-
dent,” Ms. Raina said.

“We have seen what you
have done. However, we
would want to say that ga-
velling and trying to ignore
parties from speaking does
not behove of the UNFCCC
(United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Cli-
mate Change) system, and
we would want you to hear
us and also hear our objec-
tions to this adoption. We
absolutely object to this”
she said.

Ms. Raina said that only
trust and collaboration can
drive meaningful action
against climate change,
which is one of humanity’s
greatest existential
challenges.

“It's a fact that both
(trust and collaboration)
have not worked today and

we are deeply hurt by the
actions of the presidency
and the (UNFOCC) Secreta-
riat,” she said,

India said the new cli-
mate finance package was
*“too little and too distant”
and it did not accept it in
its present form.

Nigeria backed India’s
stance and termed the f-
nance deal a “joke,” Press
Trust of India reported.
COP29 also reached an
agreement on carbon mar-
kets — which several pre-
vious COPs had not been
able to achieve. These
agreements will help coun-
tries deliver their climate
plans more quickly and
cheaply, and make faster
progress in halving global
emissions this decade, as
required by science, a UN

Presidency statement
noted.
‘Redouble efforts’

“No country got everyth-
ing they wanted, and we
leave Baku with a moun-
tain of work to do,” Mr.
Stiell said. “The many oth-
er issues we need to pro-
gress may not be headlines
but they are lifelines for bil-
lions of people. So this is
no time for victory laps, we
need to set our sights and
redouble our efforts on the
road to Belem.” The f-
nance agreement at COP29

comes as stronger national
climate plans (Nationally
Determined Contributions
or NDCs) become due from
all countries next vear.
These new climate plans
must cover all greenhouse
gases and all sectors, to
keep the warming limit of
1.5 degrees Celsius within
reach. COP29 saw two G20
countries, the UK and Bra-
zil, signal clearly that they
plan to ramp up climate ac-
tion in their NDCs 3.0 be-
cause they are entirely in
the interest of their econo-
mies and peoples.

“The goal of $300 bil-
lion adopted yesterday by
COP29 in the face of cate-
gorical objections of coun-
tries including India, Nige-
ria, Bolivia, Cuba and
walk-outs...bodes ill for the
future of the NCQG and the
collective efforts to address
climate change. The multi-
lateral process has not
emerged in good light in
this event,” said R. Rashmi,
former Environment Se-
cretary and Distinguished
Fellow, The Energy Re-
sources Institute. “The de-
clared goal is clearly a pri-
soner of the geopolitics of
the present times and is
paltry compared to the fi-
nancing needs of mitiga-
tion and adaptation faced
by the developing world.”
(With PTI inputs)



* COP29 Outcome
* A deal was reached to mobilize $1.3 trillion a year by 2035.

* Developed countries agreed to lead efforts to pool $300 billion annually as a base
figure.

* India rejected the deal, stating it is insufficient to address climate challenges.
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India's Objections

The deal was criticized for being "too little and too distant."

India highlighted the failure to address the root cause—reduction of fossil fuel
use.

Delegates called the financial package "optical illusion."
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* Developed Countries' Contribution

* The finance package is conditional on written commitments.

* Nigeria termed the package a "joke," emphasizing unfulfilled
promises of earlier COPs.
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e Carbon Markets

* Agreement on UN-approved carbon markets was reached.

* This aims to help countries meet climate goals efficiently.
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* India's Stance at Closing Plenary

* India's objections were raised publicly at the plenary.

e Criticism of UNFCCC processes and lack of transparent decision-

making.
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Global Responsibility

e The $300 billion plan covers many countries, including India, Nigeria, and Bolivia.

e Concerns over insufficient focus on the immediate and urgent needs of climate action.
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Sinner leads Italy to
Davis Cup glory

Italy’s successful defence. AFp

Agence France-Presse
MALAGA

Jannik Sinner completed
his sensational year by
leading Italy to a successful
defence of the Davis Cup
with victory over the Neth-
erlands in the final on Sun-
day. The World No.1 eased
to a 7-6(2), 6-2 triumph
against Tallon Griekspoor
for the winning point after
Matteo Berrettini had put

CM

Reign continues: Sinner raises the coveted Davis Cup following

the champion ahead with a
convincing 6-4, 6-2 win
against Botic van de Zand-
schulp. Sinner ends 2024
with titles at the Australian
Open, US Open and the
ATP Finals.

Italy became the first
team to defend the title
since the Czech Republic in
2013, and the fifth nation to
win it along with the Billie
Jean King Cup in the same
season.

Y

Current season, competition or edition:
j 2024 Davis Cup

&) DAVIS CUP

Sport
Founded
Founder
No. of teams
Countries
Continent

Most recent
champion(s)

Most titles

Tennis

1900; 124 years ago
Dwight F. Davis

155 (2023)

ITF member nations
Worldwide

§ ] italy
(3rd title)

EE= United States
(32 titles)
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PSLV to launch
two satellites

under Proba-3
mission on Dec 4

New Delhi: India's rocket PSLV is
all set to launch a pair of unique
experiments developed by the
European Space Agency on
December 4. First in the world,
Proba-3 mission will see two
satellites in a formation parallel
to each other for long durations.

The satellite pair has been de-
signed to study the solar corona —
the outer layerof the Sun's atmos-
phere. These satellite instruments
—suchastheoneonIndia's Aditya
L1 mission — have a coronagraph
to look at the sun and an occulter
toblock the light from the brighter
layers of the sun.

However, instead of having
both asone instrumentonasin-
gle satellite, this mission will
have one satellite with the coro-
nagraph and another one with
the occulter. The satellites will be
flying in a parallel formation at
distances of around 150m from
each other for six hours a day. For
the formation, the satellites will
use a laser shone from one satel-
lite on a reflector on the other, to
maintain relative position.

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) will launch
both the satellites stacked to-
getherina highly elliptical orbit of
600 x 60530 km. Later, the satel-
lites will be put in a parallel orbit.

Once in the tandem orbit, the
satellites will demonstrate
Collision Avoidance Manoeuvre,
whereby the satellites will au-
tonomously — without any sup-
port from the ground — ensure
that they do not collide or run
away from each other. The two
satellites will fly in formation for
six hours, separate away and then
rendezvous again.

The benefit of having the two
components for solar corona
study on different satellites is
that instruments larger than
what can be accommodated on
one satellite can be achieved in
space. This will allow scientists
to study fainter signals from
smaller or more distant objects.

The spacecrafts so far have
been brought into aligned orbit
for docking — connecting with
each other in space. A Swedish
mission also demonstrated for-
mation flying for brief periods,
maintaining cm-level accuracy
over tens of metres.

The Proba-3 satellites, on the
other hand, will maintaina mm-
level accuracy. ENS
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* The Rejang Dewa, a sacred Balinese dance, forms a significant
part of the Ngusaba Goreng festival.

 About

 The Ngusaba Goreng festival, a two-week thanksgiving ritual
for a bountiful harvest in Ball.

* The word Rejang signifies “offering” or
“devotion,” while Dewa refers to the divine entities worshiped
In Hinduism.

 The festival primarily involves traditional dances performed by
young girls and women



* Significance

« Spiritual Connection: The
festival reinforces the Balinese O
Hindu belief Iin the

Interconnection between
humans, nature, and the divine.

 Social Cohesion: As a

community-centered
celebration, it fosters social
harmony and collective identity.



and Soil in India
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* Recently, the Global Soil Conference (GSC) 2024 was held in New
Delhi, highlighting the importance of soil health for food security,
climate change mitigation, and ecosystem services.

e What is the Global Soil Conference 20247
e About:

 The GSC 2024, organised by the Indian Society of Soil Science (ISSS)
in collaboration with the International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS),
aims to address challenges in sustainable soil/resource management.



* The event aimed to foster a global
dialogue on how caring for soils can
drive sustainability across various
sectors.

* Theme: Caring Soils Beyond Food
Security: Climate change
mitigation & Ecosystem Services.




* What are the Concerns Regarding Soil Health
in India?

 Soil Degradation:

* Over one-third of India’s land is at risk of
degradation due to unsustainable farming
practices and wrong soil management
practices.

* Soil Erosion and Loss of Fertility:

* India loses 15.35 tonnes of soil per hectare '
annually, reducing crop productivity and
causing a loss of 13.4 million tonnes of

rainfed crops. /
> 4




= Major Soil Types in India:

Soil Type Distribution Characteristics Main Crops Grown
Vary from sandy
loam to clay; rich in
otash, poor in
Northern plains, P P
: phosphorus;
river valleys, deltas )
y . Khadar (new | Rice, wheat,
Alluvial Soils of the east coast, ’
; alluvium) and | sugarcane, cotton
and plains  of
Bhangar(older
Gujarat .
alluvium);  colour
ranges from light
grey to ash grey
Clayey, deep,
impermeable;
swells and
becomes sticky
when wet, shrinks
Deccan Plateau
and develops
(Maharashtra,
cracks when dry;
Madhya Pradesh, 8 Cotton, sorghum,
Black Soil retains moisture for )
Gujarat, Andhra . _—_— pulses, millets
.| long periods; rich in
Pradesh, Tamil )
lime, iron,
Nadu)

magnesia, alumina,
and potash; poor in
phosphorus,
nitrogen, and
humus




Red and Yellow
Soil

Eastern and
southern  Deccan
Plateau, parts of
Odisha,
Chhattisgarh,
southern
plain

Ganga

Develops on
crystalline igneous
rocks; red due to
iron diffusion,
yellow when
hydrated; fine-
grained soils are
fertile, coarse-
grained soils in
uplands are less
fertile; poor in
nitrogen,

phosphorus, and
humus

Wheat, rice, millets,
pulses, groundnut

High in sodium,
potassium, and

High temperature
and rainfall areas

Result of intense
leaching; rich in
iron oxide and

Cashew, tea,
(Karnataka, Kerala, @ potash, poor in
Laterite Soil ) coffee, rubber,
Tamil Nadu, | organic matter, oo
Madhya Pradesh,  nitrogen,
Odisha, Assam) phosphate, and
calcium
Sandy and saline;
poor in moisture
and humus; high
Arid Soil evaporation  and
Western Rajasthan, = calcium  content
. , | Barley, cotton,
Punjab and | create 'kankar
millet, pulses
Haryana layers; poor
nitrogen,  normal

phosphate; colour
ranges from red to
brown

Western  Gujarat, | magnesium,;
eastern coastal | infertile; saline due
deltas, Sunderbans | to dry climate and | Rice, wheat, barley
Saline Soil (West Bengal), @ poor drainage; poor | (with gypsum
areas with | nitrogen and | treatment)
excessive irrigation | calcium; salt crust
(Punjab, Haryana) formation due to
capillary action in
irrigated areas
High organic
Areas with heavy g v
) matter and humus
rainfall and high
i content; heavy and
humidity (Northern
: black; can be
Peaty Soil oihar,  southem | aline; organic | Rice jute
Uttarakhand, ' 9 '
matter up to 40-
coastal West _
) 50%; found in
Bengal, Odisha, istesionbed  dad
Tamil Nadu) 993
swampy areas
Varies in structure
and texture; loamy
Forested areas with | and silty in valleys,
sufficient rainfall, | coarse-grained in :
) Tea, coffee, spices,
Forest Soil Himalayas, upper slopes; -
o , tropical fruits
Western and | acidic and low in
Eastern Ghats humus in snow-

bound areas; fertile
in lower valleys







SOILHORIZONS

Decomposed/undecomposed materials.
Intense biological activity

Leached mineral horizon (dark color) with
high content of organic matter (Topsoil)

Zone of accumulation of fine materials and
mineral precipitates (clay, carbonates, iron,
gypsum, etc) (Subsoil)

Partly weathered rock (rock fragments of
differentsizes)

Hard bedrock (Unalterated rock layer)




* Which of the following statements regarding laterite
soils of India are correct? (2013)

1.They are generally red in colour.
2.They are rich in nitrogen and potash.
3.They are well-developed in Rajasthan and UP.

4. Tapioca and cashew nuts grow well on these soils.

* Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

* (a)1,2and3
(b) 2,3 and 4
(c)1and 4
(d) 2 and 3 only



The black cotton soil of India
has been formed due to the
weathering of

(a) brown forest soil
(b) fissure volcanic rock
(c) granite and schist
(d) shale and limestone




* COP29 concluded with a deal to

mobilize $1.3 trillion a year by 2035.

Why did India reject this deal?

1.1t lacked financial backing from
developed nations.

2.1t failed to address fossil fuel
reduction.

3.1t proposed an unrealistic timeline.

4.1t was conditional on carbon tax
implementation.
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* The Global Soil Conference 2024 * a'f%i H“—IQH 2024 Gl
emphasized sustainable soil ddd Ig; HGI?J"I R SR IEZIII

RN g o favg &

management.

What was the theme of this 1."dT<] gral o ferT wumdt ﬁ@af'

conference? 2" ﬁ?&ﬂﬁtﬁ\’ﬁl@
1.“Sustainable Soil for Food Security” %'(E

2.“Caring Soils Beyond Food Security”  3."sIcidTY R 3R ﬁl@cf DI

3.“Climate Change and Soil Restoration”

4.“Save Soil, Save Earth” 4. |§| El?ﬂ&ﬁ qzaﬁ RT3



* The Ngusaba Goreng festival is
celebrated in Bali.
What does the word “Rejang” signify?

« VST TN HE I STeil §
ERIRUSISIE
ST XMeg; BT T 313 g7

1.Dance 13@
2.0ffering 2.4e
3.3cd

3.Celebration
4.Music

4.51d



* India highlighted its objections during ° lﬁ” d COﬂP29 C%HJ'.I%;'%C

the COP29 plenary session. N 3 el
What did India criticize about the %dﬁ[ Uﬁﬁﬁfcci%;l;ﬁw °;;[?
C C ool

UNFCCC processes?
1. JUTATRIT i Hl

1.Lack of inclusivity

2.Lack of transparency Z-qRaIQia.l 9030_11?[
3.fa<ig T i HHl

Q (a

G
4.3J% T IUTI P HH

3.Lack of funding mechanisms

4.Lack of adaptation measures




* Laterite soils in India are red in color.
Which crop grows well on laterite

- YR F gexrse fHe! dre 3
a"rsﬁ?ﬁ |

coils? GERIE TRIERN
&Eﬁa?‘e: Bﬂ?ﬁ%’?
1.Wheat lﬁ_ﬁ'
2.Tapioca '
P 2. 7T (U3
3.Rice

4.Barley >
| A4S



* India loses 15.35 tonnes of soil per

hectare annually due to soil erosion.

What is the impact of this loss?
1.Increased forest cover
2.Reduced crop productivity
3.Improved irrigation systems
4.Higher water retention

. ‘J-I]Q_c_[\ﬁ\ﬁlgof o hcld o HIRU]

Ui gFAR 15.35 < fHST
J1fS& JHa gidl g
Y JH U BT R YHId 7

1.9 3R H gig
2.0 IdGHhdl H HHl
3.Riamg vonferal & gur
4. 371 STl YRUT &Hd




Word of the day

Moot:

think about carefully; weigh; open to argument
or debate; of no legal significance

Synonyms: consider, debate, deliberate,
turn over, arguable, disputable

Usage: The court ruled that the issue
Is now moot.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/mootpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /mu:t/




Fun fact

JLOGY'S MOST siezone
STONISHING FACTS =%
N

Your Stomach Cets a
New Lining Every Few Days

The stomach lining is replaced every 3 to &
days to protect it from the strong acid that
vould otherwise digest the stomach's tissue.






Thank you
guys.




