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 What key minerals has China restricted in its new export controls?

- AT A IS AT AAT AFEr A e vHE wfAer v gfdeer
o9 aT 87

* A. Gold, Silver, and Copper / 9T, 91l X drET
B. Uranium, Zinc, and N|ckeI/2TlﬁI'€ITI' S 3R ﬁlﬂm‘
C. Tungsten, Lithium, Magnesmm and Berylllum/m forfaae,
Feehferaar s SFdfEw

D. Platinum, Palladium, and Rhodium / Taife, tofead 3k



* Why are these restricted minerals critical for global industries?
- ¥ yfaeafea @fesr dRew gt & AT Fa Agcaqor 872
* A. Used in jewelry making / 3ITe{9OT AT A 39T ﬁv‘qT ST &

B. Essential for semiconductors, aerospace, and battery industries /
JreraTers, TIORH M A 3garn & faT raas

C. Required for currency mmtmg/?Fl?\T fAATor & AT 3maTs

D. Malnénned in agrlculture fertlllzers/ﬂ'G!I' T ﬂ?ﬁ' IAIhT H



 What was the name of the law India passed to boost critical mineral
exploration?

+ IRA A AUl WA H=AYOT HY qgraT & & fAw FieT &7
Fledd IR fhar?

* A. Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment
Act, 2023 / @ 3R @fasr (%a:r\tr 3R ﬁ%rzm?r) FMereT

, 2023

B. National Mining Act, 2024 / TTEIT Welol TATaTH, 2024
C. Indian Critical Minerals Act, 2025 / IRdIT Hﬁﬁl}ﬁ' CIGE]
arfafaaa, 2025 ‘
D. Strategic Resources Act, 2023 / AHARNE gt fafaada, 2023



 Which tax reform was introduced under India’s new Double Tax
Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) rules?

« R & AT glgY F 919 FASIG (DTAA) gaT & dga &l
AT FT JUR 99T HIT 1417

* A. Principal Purpose Test (PPT) / T¥ITe1 3?\?&21' qdi&Tor (PPT)
B. Direct Corporate Tax Credit (DCTC) / Ycda] HIIRE HT HisT
(DCTC)
C. Automatic Tax Deduction Mechanism / FaATfeld T Heldl aF
D. International Tax Fairness Act/mﬂ' Y fasgerar sfafaas



* Which countries were granted exemptions under India’s DTAA tax
reforms?

- IRd ¥ DTAA R FURT & ded fFer qaf & ge & 187

* A. USA, China, and Japan/m e T AT
B. Mauritius, Singapore, and Cypruséﬂ'lfﬁm' ﬁWI'CIT 3 L 1EXES]

C. Germany, France, and Russia /

D. UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Brazﬂ/ﬂ'Q? T3l 3R 3ﬁT sTiter



* What is celebrated on Parakram Diwas in India?
« HRT A WA f&aw fFadr I & A«r JA1ar g2
* A. Birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel / GG TedTATS
qeer I Tl .
B. Birth anniversary of Subhas Chandra Bose / §HIY ¢ dIF
C. India’s victory in the 1971 war / 1971 & g H HRT A [

D. Anniversary of India’s first nuclear test / HR?I' & Ugel tR?:ITUT
qdI&ToT Y IS



 Which regiment was formed by Subhas Chandra Bose in the Indian
National Army (INA)?

» HRA TET FAT (INA) H FHIY &g &1 @RI e &1 ST
oA TT 9T Y1?

* A. Netaji Infantry Battalion /ﬁ?lﬁﬁ‘s?a;_a aaﬁ':m
B. Rani of Jhansi Regiment / J=T STTHY orde

C. Swaraj Special Forces / EaRTsT FUA IS
D. Azad Hind Artillery Corps / 3TTolTe, 8¢ ey SN



 What was the main focus of the Oxfam report "Takers, Not Makers"?

- HTFAHA RUIE "Takers, Not Makers" T HET Bled FAT YT1?

* A. Impact of British colonial rule on Indian economy / fafeer

AHgfAAfAF AT FT ARAT rTTITAT W IHIT

B. Effects of global climate change on developmg nations / TasrTaefter
?Rﬂ W ARGF @y IRadsT &

C. Role of technologE in modern economic dlsparlty / 3-'IT€T1?H~7 anfdes

D. Econo ic policies of post mdependence Indla/ﬁ?l'al?lT & dIC
aTFz“m; CHGEI



 What is the estimated wealth extracted from India by Britain as per
the Oxfam report?

-WW#WWWW#WWW
AT AT

e A. $32 trillion
B. $45 trillion
C. $64.82 trillion
D. $80 trillion



 Why did the US withdraw from the World Health Organization
(WHO)?

-ﬁﬁﬁm#ﬁaawwm(wm)#mmﬁﬁwﬁ
?

* A. Alleged mishandling of the COVID-19 pandemic / COVID-19 HETHAR
& HYGUT HFT FRY

B. WHO’s funding policies favoring China / WHO $Y =T Y
qrafAEar & arell A aiyor Afaar

C. WHO’s inefficiency in global health reforms / 3fae& EareeT
FURT A WHO I 31&THdT

D. All of the above / 3UFT gAY
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WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM

Trump tells Davos
elite to invest in U.S.

WORLD » PAGE 14

NCLAT oRDER

Relief for Me
from ban on

data-sharing

NMRC ‘DISSATISFIED"
Fresh probe ordered
in Foxconn hiring case
BUSINESS » PAGE 12

DRAMATIC Win
Keys stuns Swiatek,
takes on Sabalenka

SPORT » PAGE 16

INSIDE

exports, the Impact of Westem
sanctions 2nd Ukraine war is
raising alarms about Russia's
economic stability. » PAGE 14

bondspeakers

tial to

Jalgaon train tragedy triggered
by tea vendor’s false “fire’ alarm

Maharashtra De)

ssumMBAL

he police and the
Rallw.\)s beg a

nister Ajit Pawar ol

about fire by a tea seller on
Pushpak E:

Jalgaon Collector Ayush
Prasad said the police were
investigating the criminal

ile

mljgnn. says HC

MusEAT
The Bombay High Court nied
3gAiNst those Wolating nowse

loudspeaker use. » PAGE 2

brakes, and where the fire
came from.

Mr. Prasad dismissed re-
Eeie o apdil e ke o
the fire brigade’s
o wes mAT et AN 1sed

v CM
dismisses reports of any spark or smoke;

Death trai police examine the tracks a day after the train
accident in Jalgaon district of Maharashitra on Thursday. =1

the rescue work.
The railway investiga-
ton
Princi;
ficer, the Principal Chief
Security Commissioner,
the Principal Chief Electri-
cal Engineer, the Principal
Chief Mechanical
and the Principal  Chief
Commercial Manager from
the Central Railway Zone.
Chief Public Relations

Officer, Swapnil Dhanraj
Nila, said the Railway Pro-
tection Force and the Go-
vernment Railway Police
initiated an inquiry. In the
preliminary inquiry, it was

Push-

driver activated the flasher

nearty two degrees, which

obstructed visibility and
reduced the distance for
applying the brakes. Even
people could n
train coming. Pilots tried
their best to mold the inci-
dent, the CPRO sal
On Wednesday, pass.
pak

gave the offici:
t it was lowered on
Thursday as the police

found decapitated bodies
and misnumbered them.
“Doof tie decsanety
family members
the  decapitated
and on Thursday,
another member of the fa-
mily identified the same
v and the count came

jit Pawar savs accident was the result of sheer rumour” about fire by a vendor: Collector
: death toll remains at 12; police were investigating the criminal conspiracy angle

down to 12" said Jalgaon
Medical  Superintendent

identified I bodies and
handed over nine of them
to their families. Among
the 10 injured, two have
spine injurles. Among the
12 deceased. are
from Nepal and the rest
from Uttar Pradesh.
Speaking to pressper-
sons in Pune, Mr. Pawar
said, “A tea seller from the
pantry shouted about a fire
having broken out In a
coach™ Two passengers
from Shravastl in Uttar Pra-
desh heard it and con-

eral coach and the adjoin-
ing one”

RUMOUR HAS IT
» PAGE S

S ritual

Prcsidm( of
lonesia arrives
f(r Republic Day

NEW DELIE

fete on Sunday as chief guest,
marking b first state vist and
making him the fourth

onesian President the chief
gwm to the Republic day
function. » PAGE

70, 744-cr. fund
for welfare of
workers

NEW DELIE

Unkan Labour Ministry
revealed in an RTI reply that
the welfare Boards for building
and other conssruction workers
of various States hawe not used
270,744.16 crore collected as
cess for the welfare of the
Workers.» PAGE &

Spiritual grace: Priests perform Ganga Aarts at Sangam during the ongoing Maha Kumbh in Prayagray. Uttar Pradesh, on Thursday. 1

Vikram Misri
to visit Beijing
on January 26

Haidar

Sul
NEW DELH

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri will travel to Beljing

o . in another inds-
cation that Ind “hina
are reviving dialogue

iniste: De-
fonte Ministers of the two
countries.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 4

Tusker falls in well, rescued after high drama in Kerala

MALAPPURAM

elephant that fell into a
well near Areekode in Ma-
lappuram district of Kerala
was rescued and driven

protests and uncertainties
on Thursday.

Though the tusker fell
into the well at Urangattiri
on a plantation belonging
to a farmer in
Forest Depart:
could not initiate rescue

challenge to the forest and
authorit:

e Slephant was pare

have suffered heavy crop
loss because of frequent

elephant ral

The area fAlls under the
Nfambur North forest
division.

Exhausted tusker
The tusker exhibited signs
of fer remaln-

Local people stalling forest =taff after 3n elephant fell
st

whole

Jocal people resisted ‘the

move, pointing to the fre-

quent elephant raids and
acks in the region.

Local
litical leaders too
sided with them, posing a

cm
x

ing

day in the well even as
authorities held several
rounds of discussions with
the protesters.

health ended
authorities

clinched a deal with the
protesting residents
the elephant near-

Iy 20 hours after its fall.

The forest staff built a
ramp into the well by dig-
ging the sidewall with an
earthmover.

it on Thursday, SAwEeR

The elephant climbed
out of the well around 10
p.m. and was driven into
the jungle, ending the day-
long drama_

le were as-
sured of relief measures,
n

-km fenc-

ing to keep herds at bay
and a compensation of £1.5
fakh o the well's owner.

When people demand-
ed the elephant
tranquilised

Iron Age kicked off
in 4th millennium
BCE in T.N.: Stalin

Tamil Nadu

N. Sai Charan

CHENNAL

In a finding that may alter
the understanding of the

port released by Tamil Na-
du Chief Ainister M.K.
szalin on Thursday said in-

Samples wes
the Sivagalai site in Thooth-
ulasdi districe.

Releasing _the report,
f iron: recent

mil Nadu~, authored by K.
Rajan and R. Sivanantham,
Mr. Stalin said: ~The iron

began on Tamil soil.~
He went on to cite carbon

Experts suggest
the discovery proved that

usage of smelted iron
could go back to the mid-
dle of the third millennium

Professor Emeritus in
South Asian Archacology
- -_Universicy
Dilip - Kuma

Ehlet Mkt Stalis (A aisntis T back Antiguity of
fran in Chennai on Thursday. Sskar

Udhayachandran told The
Hindie.

Accelarator Mass
;pecwnmetr (AMS) and
Optically Stimulated Lumi-

Testing Laboratory in the
U.S.A., Birbal Sahni Insti-
tute of Palaeosciences in
Lucknow and Physical Re-
search Laboratory in
medabad to get the n:l:nng
uls

e In. subcontinent
from sites in Tamil Nadu,
Mr. Ud! ndran sasd:

P
tals, you need to have high-
er temperature to smebt

years ago.
The usage of iron played
an important role in the
history of humankind,
was 1used t make tools far
agriculture and that even-
tually led to more trade
and eventually o forma-
tion of State, he contend-
ed

said this cns(mery. for the
first time in world,

proved that the usage of
smelted iron could go back
to the middle of the third
millennium BCE. “It is not
merely of Indian signifi-
cance, but also in the con-
text of the archaeology of

e world™, he said.

Te-
“Tamil Nadu is
is

dependent MLA of Nilam-
bur, said the elephant
should be “buried alive
He said rescuing the ele-
phant would aggravate the
farmers” proble:

A to farms
District Congress Commit-
tee president V.S. Joy said
the forest staff would h.
to face the wrath of the pe-
ople if the elephant returns
o their farms after the
rescue.

Nilambur North Divi-
slonal Forest Officer P. Kar-

wi
gonising the people.

Pl e Tha
mal’s life.
“It's w00 risky. We will

dart the animal only after
it out of the well
by breaking the sidewalls.
We are sympathetic to the
people, and would transio-

and jeopardise the rescue.

o
ing Interaction with other
areas and distinctive tech-

country and other parts
will also take inspiration
from them.”

le labs
h results were ob-
tained a year ago, the find-

ple labs and were sent
eventually to archaeologi-
cal experts for their valida-
ton so that the results

emic rigour, Commis-
sioner of Archaeology T

the
hyas might have entered
into the Iron Age. to the
limited avallability of com-
mercially sxpldiabla <op-
. the report sald
“Thus, the Copper Age
of north india and the Iron
India are
contemporary,”
contended.

may secur
place the introduction of
iron in India, particularly
in Tamil Nadu, in the early
pact ot Sl enmlenmiem




Iron Age kicked oft
in 4th millennium
BCE in T.N.: Stalin

’ 1

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Stalin

Ly

(left) aunches the book Antiquity of

Iron in Chennai on Thursday. SRINATH M.

N. Sai Charan

Dennis S. Jesudasan
CHENNAI

In a finding that may alter
the understanding of the
antiquity of iron in the In-
dian subcontinent, a re-
port released by Tamil Na-
du Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin on Thursday said in-
troduction of iron in mod-
ern-day Tamil Nadu went
back to the first quarter of
the 4th millennium BCE.
Samples were lifted from
the Sivagalai site in Thooth-
ukudi district.

Udhayachandran told The
Hindu.

Both Accelarator Mass
Spectrometry (AMS) and
Optically Stimulated Lumi-
nescence (OSL) were
adopted, he said. Samples
were sent to Beta Analytic
Testing Laboratory in the
U.S.A., Birbal Sahni Insti-
tute of Palaeosciences in
Lucknow and Physical Re-
search Laboratory in Ah-
medabad to get the dating
results.

Explaining the signifi-
cance of the fresh findings
of the antiquity of iron in

Releasing the report,
“Antiquity of iron: recent
radiometric dates from Ta-
mil Nadu”, authored by K.
Rajan and R. Sivanantham,
Mr. Stalin said: “The Iron
Age began on Tamil soil.”
He went on to cite carbon
dating results from re-
nowned institutions. The
finding meant that iron us-
age was prominent in
South India over 5,300
years ago, he said. Iron was
used on Tamil land in 3345
BCE, he said.

Experts suggested that
the discovery proved that
usage of smelted iron
could go back to the mid-
dle of the third millennium
BCE.

Professor Emeritus in
South Asian Archaeology
in Cambridge University
Dilip Kumar Chakrabarti
said this discovery, for the
first time in the world,
proved that the usage of
smelted iron could go back
to the middle of the third
millennium BCE. “It is not
merely of Indian signifi-
cance, but also in the con-
text of the archaeology of
the world”, he said.

Former Director-Gener-
al of the Archaeological
Survey of India Rakesh Te-
wari said: “Tamil Nadu is
one of those areas which is
providing evidence for an
independent culture hav-
ing interaction with other
areas and distinctive tech-
nologies also. I hope this
type of research will conti-

SRRSO TR | (ORI R 5 AGSC S SC L) R, SR LT

poratie T e AR S ORI CRER  Saazmmna * R rall coo Syt S e

the Indian subcontinent
from sites in Tamil Nadu,
Mr. Udhayachandran said:
“Compared to other me-
tals, you need to have high-
er temperature to smelt
iron about 1,200 to 1,400
degree celsius. You need
superior technology. It
shows people in Tamil land
had mastered the skill even
some 5,300 years ago.”

The usage of iron played
an important role in the
history of humankind, as it
was used to make tools for
agriculture and that even-
tually led to more trade
and eventually to forma-
tion of State, he contend-
ed. “Iron technology is the
most important finding in
the evolution of mankind,”
he said.

The earlier excavations
at Sivagalai, Adichanallur,
Mayiladumparai, Kilna-
mandi and Mangadu indi-
cated the date falls bet-
ween 2500 BCE and 3000
BCE as the introduction of
iron in south India, partic-
ularly in Tamil Nadu.
When cultural zones locat-
ed north of Vindhyas expe-
rienced the Copper Age,
the region south of Vind-
hyas might have entered
into the Iron Age due to the
limited availability of com-
mercially exploitable cop-
per ore, the report said.

“Thus, the Copper Age
of north India and the Iron
Age of south India are
probably contemporary,”

he report contended.
Ly SUIQHICESY SRR s SRS e | IS Bef o | L AR g
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* Discovery of Early Iron Usage in Tamil Nadu

* A report released by Tamil Nadu CM M.K. Stalin suggests that iron
usage in Tamil Nadu dates back to the first quarter of the 4th
millennium BCE (~3345 BCE).

e Samples were collected from the Sivagalai site in Thoothukudi
district and tested in multiple international laboratories.

* The findings push back the antiquity of iron in the Indian
subcontinent by nearly 5,300 years, indicating that Tamil Nadu
mastered iron smelting much earlier than previously believed.



* Importance of the Discovery

* The discovery challenges the existing understanding of the Iron Age
in India and suggests that South India developed iron technology

independently.

* Iron played a crucial role in human civilization, aiding in agriculture,
state formation, and technological advancements.

* Experts believe this discovery is one of the most important findings
in the evolution of mankind.



e Scientific Verification and Methods Used

* Accelerator Mass Spectrometry (AMS) and Optically Stimulated
Luminescence (OSL) were used for dating.

 Samples were tested at top laboratories in the USA, Lucknow, and
Ahmedabad to ensure accuracy.

* Previous excavations at sites like Adichanallur, Mayiladumparai,
Kilnamandi, and Mangadu placed South India's iron introduction
between 2500 BCE and 3000 BCE, but the new discovery suggests an
even earlier date (~3345 BCE).



* Implications for Archaeology

* The discovery suggests that the Iron Age
in South India developed parallel to the
Copper Age in North India.

* It challenges the existing notion that
iron technology spread from North to
South India, suggesting an independent
cultural evolution in Tamil Nadu.

* Tamil Nadu’s archaeological research is
setting a benchmark for India,
encouraging further studies.



* Future Steps and Government
Initiatives

* CM Stalin announced the
establishment of new museums at
Keezhadi and GangaiKonda
Cholapuram to highlight Tamil Nadu’s
rich archaeological history.

* Further excavations and research are
expected to deepen our
understanding of early Indian
metallurgy.




* Political, Geographical, Economic, and Historical Aspects
. ’ Political Aspect

* The Tamil Nadu government actively promotes archaeological
research, highlighting Dravidian history and independent
technological advancements.

e Strengthens Tamil Nadu’s cultural identity and its role in shaping
early Indian civilization.

* Can lead to national and international collaborations in archaeology.



e Geographical Aspect

* Tamil Nadu’s rich archaeological sites (e.g., Sivagalai, Keezhadi,
Adichanallur) provide valuable insights into early human settlements
and metallurgy.

* Iron technology in Tamil Nadu developed independently, not
necessarily influenced by North India.



* Economic Aspect

* Boosts heritage tourism and museum-
based economy in Tamil Nadu.

* Archaeological discoveries attract
funding from government and research
institutions.

* Potential impact on metallurgy and
historical studies, positioning Tamil Nadu

as a key center for early technology. . |



* Historical Aspect

* Challenges the existing chronology of Indian metallurgy by
suggesting a parallel Iron Age in South India.

* Tamil Nadu’s independent evolution of iron technology indicates a
sophisticated ancient civilization.

* Further studies may redefine South Asia’s ancient trade and cultural
networks.



3 RESEARCH LABS ANALYSED SAMPLES

Gulf of Mannar

. 'f L
@ SIVAGALAI -
. valguntam y o
) ——
== Adichanall e _/TUTICORIN DISTRICT
> Two charcoal » More than 85
samples found iron objects
at Sivagalai in including knives, & N
Thoothukudi arrowheads,
district dated rings, chisels, WES= 4
to 3,345 BCE axes and swords S
and 3,259 BCE collected L
“ We have scientifically established that iron was
introduced 5,300 years ago in the Tamil landscape. The
Iron Age began from Tamil land —M K Stalin, chief minister
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Punjab Police withdrawn
from Kejriwal's security

‘The Punjab police personnel deployed in the
Aadmi Party conver

comes ahead of the elections for the 70-member

Delhi Assembly on February 5.

Asaram leave:

for Ahmedabad

for treatment at his ashram
Nine days after he was granted interim bail by the
jasthan

atment at his Motera ashram, sources
said. The self-styled ‘godman’ had been staying at
his ashram in since the court’s order on

March 31. First the Supreme Court and then a
Court Bench of Jodhpur granted him interim

High
bail on health grounds.

and accorded him the

Hberty to get the treatment at any place of his
chotce

in the country. =

MUMEBAL

se of loudspeakers
is not an essential

part of any religion,
the Bombay Court
said on . directing

Thursday.

the law enforcement agen-
cles to take prompt action
against loudspeakers that
violate the noise pollution
norms and rules.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices A.S. Gadkari and S.C.
Chandak said

rights are affected in any
manner I e or sha is de-

Use of loudspeakers not
crucial for any religion,
says Bombay High Court

Directs Eaw enforcement
State govt. to direct r

Lowd and clear: The court s comenon ctizens are helpless.
wictins of obnoxious use of loudspeakers and ampifiers. FILE FOTD

Residents” Welfare
tion and Shivsrushti Co-op-
erative Housing Societies

o use Led — anegng
louaqaem police inaction
The High Court asked Dot palhmli et ey
the State o di- installed on
gl o in the area.

adopt mechanisms for con-
trolling noise levels, intlud—

ing calibrated sound s:
tems  with anto-dechel
limies.

court passed its
i nt on a petition
filed by two housing asso-
clations from suburban
Kurla — Jaago Nehru Nagar

e petitioners contend-
ed that the use of loud-

the (Protec-

’l‘hemunsasdnwasthe
bounden duty™~

BPSC announces
results of exam
amid retest row

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

The Bihar Public Service
on  (BPSC) on

State d Od\v
er authorities to enforce
the law by adopting all me

may be prescribed by he
provisions of law.

E mocratic State,
there cannot be a situation
that, a oup of per-
sons/association of persons
would say thart, & will not
follow or adhere to the law
of the land and the law en-
forcers would be meek or
silent spectators to it the

said.

thon) Act, 1986.
The Bench, in ks order,
sakd Mumbai was a cosmo-
politan city and
there are persons of diffe-
rent religions in every part
of the ci
“It is in public interest
that such permissions
should not be granted. By
denying such permissions,
righusumder Aricla 19 or 25
of the C

“Noise pollution®
1t added that

which 21,581 cleared it. It
expressed ness over
declaring the results within
- dnys and congratulated

zens ar ~hapxssandhelp
less victims of these obnox-
sous use of loudspeakers

wlshlng them the best for
the upcoming written test.
Many candidates had

and/or %
“The court said the police
must act on complaints

rayer)
the peace and violated the

are not at all lnfrlnged Use
of is not an

Notse
and Control) Rules, 2000,
as well as provisions under

essential part of any reli-
glon,” the High Court said.

agal vio-

Lating the noise pollution

iring

of the com-

plainant to avoid such com-

being targets or

4l will and developing
ed.

exam .negmg that they did
not receive the guestion
paper on time at the Bapu
Exam Centre in Patna.

The BPSC subsequently
cancelled the exam at the
centre and conducted a re-

Dal leader Tejashwi Yadav,

ependent MP Pappu
i and jan Surasi party
founder Prashant Kisho:
have extended thelr sup.
port to the students.

Fethion i O

Patna High Court,
hich 1 hearin e o pies

calling for the cancellation

of the exam, a retest. and
not allowing the results to
be published, has directed
the BPSC to file a counter-

ment in “unfair practices™.

Crime, graft are 2 drivers of
much-vaunted double-engine
Bihar govt., says Tejashwi

PATNA

Rashtriya Janata Dal o)
leader and former D
Chies Minister Tefashwt Yo.
dav on r: came
down hard on the Nitish
ar government over
two incidents that have trig-
gered a political debate in
Bihar.

rore. Including €50 1akh in

Taking a dig at the State
government, Mr. Yadav al-
leged that law and order

cash

has coltapsed in Bihar and
corruption is at its peak un-
der Mr. Kumar's

Speaking about the ::‘sz

recovered by State Wigllance Unit from the house of Bettiah
DEO Rajrikant Pravin an Thursday.

SPECIAL ASRANGEMENT

tiah DEO with immediate
effe

On Wednesday, more
than 100 rounds were ex-
d betwee

ED conducts

GUWAHATI

Staviths -of the Gt
Zonal of Enforce-
ment Dl.rectarwe (ED) con-
ducted search operations
on Wednesday in a case re-
lating to the alieged misap-

propri
ficials of a defuncl boand

Trinamool, BJP attack Rahul
over date of death in tribute
for Subhas Chandra Bose

KOLKATA

The Trinamool Congress
and Bharatlya Janata Party
leadership in West Bengal

criticised
Rahul

ions of the great y on his
Money Laundering Act | birth anniversary, Mr.
@MLA). Gandhi had put up a

A statement issued graph of Netaji on social
the ED on Thursday said | media plal X and cap-
the in on was b: tioned it as “January 23,
on a First Information Re- | 1897 — August 18, 1945".

© . T
Crime Investigation De- | and BJP leaders took exce;
partment alleging that offi- | tion to the post and asked
cials of the Kamakhya De- | Mr. Gandhi to ~correct it~

2019. The board was subse-
Quenty dissolved.

Gandhi s wrong and is not
acceptable. We are cele-
brating the anniver-

n Netaji's henour: A boy sahutes 2 photo of Subhas Chandra Bose
o the freedom fighters birth anniversary in Kolkata on Thursday. s

In post by @RabulGandhit 1
also demand that

sary of Netaji Subhas Chan-

whether the d-
death of Netaji in air
crash is true.” 0 h

has Chan, d:
18th August 1945, as stated

i
disrespect to Netaji,” he
said.

le a large section of
the late leader’s family, in-
cluding his daughter Anits
Bose . is of opinion
e e lea s . plane
crash in Taiwan on August
18, 1945, there are people
who believe otherwise.

Netaji's kin
renew appeal
to bring back
Bose’s ashes

KOLKATA

As the country paid Its res-

of Netajs's ashes back to In-

ponse about the issue from
the PAL

High Court notice to Rajasthan govt. over petition
challenging classification of transpeople as OBCs

The court has directed the State

ment of Social Justice and
Em; ‘ment, which

petition in four weeks' time. FLE PHETO

ment to respond to the

“could lead to~ their exclu-
sion from both OBC-related

State government’s Depart-

places people
as a separate entry in the
kst of |

nefits.

Ms_ Kumari, who is being

Category of OBCS was ot
only unconstitutional but
ako  counterproductive.
She explained that this

Vivek and Udit Mathur,
further argued that the Ra-
jasthan nt's circu-
lar fails to consider that

there may be transpeople
bom in the General catego-
ry communities or Sche-
duled Caste communities
as well Her perition added
that the circular fafled to ac-
count for the “unique sta-
tus" of ranspeople and de-
nied the community the
special treatment called for
in the 2014 NALSA judg-
of the sSupreme

been an arguable ambigui-

of rese: in public

tion and employ-
ment by tre them
“soclally and educarionally
backward es  of
citizens™.

‘While several activists,

including Ms. Kumarl in her
d tha

hor! reservation for
ee . Le. a percen-
tage for ©

each socio-economic q

transpeople in the OBC list.
™. £o-
rnment too has interpret-
<d the direction In  this
manner, categorising tran-

speople as a separate entry
within the State’s OBC list in
April 2023
However, the Karnataka
High Cor the Madras
High Court, and the Calcut-
High Court have inter-

Hyderabad: no progress in probe
into ex-servicemain’s wife’s murder

HYDERABAD

The Rachakonda police are

who claimed to have dis-
membered her body and
boiled the parts in a pres-
sure cooker.

The police are inerro-

The suspect is being ques-
toned. We are ©
to obtain ¢ regard

o the woman going mis-
sing and other aspects of
the case.” a police officer

The officers are faced
with a situa-

occurred i their residen-
dal

ton as they are yet to re-
cover the woman's mortal
remains,

other leads were Imme-
ly available to take the
investigation forward on a
different track, he add:
Residents move out
Meanwhile, some

teshwara Colony at jillela-

here, vacated or
temporarily moved out of
their flats out of fear of the
gory crime that allegedly

Gurumurthy, the sus-

an ex-serviceman,
was employed as a security
guard at the tme of the in-
cident,

e had even accompa-
nied his In-aws when they
lodged a complaint with
the Meerpet police on Ja-
nuary 18,

The police had then re-
sing com-

< a missl
plaint only.
As r the FIR, the vic-

tim quarreled with Guru-
murthy on January 16 and
left thelr home without any
intimation to anyone. She
did  not e,
prompting the relatives to
lodge a complaint.

Gurumuthy is a native of
Prakasam district of And-
hra Pradesh. The couple
have two children.
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Use of loudspeakers not
crucial for any religion,
says Bombay High Court

Directs law enforcement agencies to take prompt action against violation of noise pollution norms,

asks State govt. to direct religious institutions to adopt mechanisms for controlling noise levels

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

se of loudspeakers
Uis not an essential
part of any religion,

the Bombay High Court
said on Thursday, directing
the law enforcement agen-
cies to take prompt action
against loudspeakers that
violate the noise pollution
norms and rules.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices A.S. Gadkari and S.C.
Chandak said noise was a
major health hazard and
no one can claim that their
rights are affected in any
manner if he or she is de-
nied permission to use
loudspeakers.

The High Court asked
the State government to di-
rect religious institutions to
adopt mechanisms for con-
trolling noise levels, includ-
ing calibrated sound sys-
tems with auto-decibel
limits.

The court passed its
judgment on a petition
filed by two housing asso-
ciations from suburban
Kurla — Jaago Nehru Nagar

Loud and clear: The court said common citizens are helpless
victims of obnoxious use of loudspeakers and amplifiers. FILE PHOTO

Residents’ Welfare Associa-
tion and Shivsrushti Co-op-
erative Housing Societies
Association Ltd — alleging
police inaction against
noise pollution caused by
loudspeakers installed on
mosques in the area.

The petitioners contend-
ed that the use of loud-
speakers for religious pur-
poses, including the
recitation of azaan (Islamic
call to prayer) disturbed
the peace and violated the
Noise Pollution (Regulation
and Control) Rules, 2000,
as well as provisions under

the Environment (Protec-
tion) Act, 1986.

The Bench, in its order,
said Mumbai was a cosmo-
politan city and obviously
there are persons of diffe-
rent religions in every part
of the city.

“It is in public interest
that such permissions
should not be granted. By
denying such permissions,
rights under Article 19 or 25
of the Constitution of India
are not at all infringed. Use
of loudspeakers is not an
essential part of any reli-
gion,” the High Court said.

The court said it was the
“bounden duty” of the
State government and oth-
er authorities to enforce
the law by adopting all the
necessary measures, as
may be prescribed by the
provisions of law.

“In a democratic State,
there cannot be a situation
that, a person/group of per-
sons/association of persons
would say that, it will not
follow or adhere to the law
of the land and the law en-
forcers would be meek or
silent spectators to it,” the
judgment said.

‘Noise pollution’
It added that common citi-
zens are “hapless and help-
less victims of these obnox-
ious use of loudspeakers
and/or amplifiers”.

The court said the police
must act on complaints
against loudspeakers vio-
lating the noise pollution
rules without requiring
identification of the com-
plainant to avoid such com-
plainants being targets or
ill will and developing
hatred.




* High Court's Ruling on
Loudspeakers

* The Bombay High Court ruled that
the use of loudspeakers is not an
essential part of any religion.

* The court directed law
enforcement agencies to take
prompt action against violation of
noise pollution norms.




e Case Background

* The ruling came in response to a petition filed by two housing
associations from Kurla, Mumbai (Jaago Nehru Nagar Residents’
Welfare Association & Shivsrushti Co-operative Housing Society
Association Ltd).

* The petitioners alleged that the use of loudspeakers in mosques,
including for azaan (Islamic call to prayer), disturbed the peace and
violated the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000,
and the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.



 Court’s Observations

* Noise pollution is a major health hazard and no person can claim
their rights are affected if they are denied permission to use
loudspeakers.

* The court asked the Maharashtra government to direct religious
institutions to adopt calibrated sound systems with auto-decibel
limits.



 Enforcement & Public Interest

* The court directed police to take
strict action against loudspeaker
violations without requiring
identification of the complainant to
protect citizens from retaliation.

* The court emphasized that Mumbai is
a cosmopolitan city with people of
different religions, and no one has an
absolute right to disturb public
peace.




* Political Aspect

* The ruling reinforces secular governance and equal law enforcement
across religious institutions.

* The judgment may influence future regulations on religious noise
pollution in other states.

* Possible political debates over freedom of religious practice vs. public
order.



e Geographical Aspect

* The ruling primarily affects
Maharashtra, especially Mumbai,
which has a diverse religious
population.

e Similar complaints about
loudspeaker use have been raised
in Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka,
and West Bengal.




Economic Aspect

Strict noise pollution enforcement could impact businesses that rely on loud public
announcements (e.g., religious festivals, processions, wedding halls).

Real estate value in noise-affected areas may improve if laws are enforced properly.
{0 Historical Aspect
Similar noise pollution cases have been debated in India since the 1990s.

In 2017, the Allahabad High Court ruled that Azaan is allowed but loudspeakers are not
a fundamental right.

Many countries, including Saudi Arabia, have restricted loudspeakers in religious
places.
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Vikram Misri to visit Beijing as India, China
look to revive all dlalogue mechanisms

will meet Chinese Vice:

Minister Sun Weidon,

ts between the two o

the Mansarovar

reis
trade issues and concerns over hydropower project may also come up:; the

NEW DELEI

oredgn Secretary
Vikram Misri will
travel to Beijing on
Surn:lay. u-. another indica-
ton ia and China
are uv‘i\ang an | dislogue
echanisms afte:

m
year break over " e ik
tary stand-off at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

dent Xi finping during &
summit in Russia, followed
by meetings between the
Forelgn Ministers and the
Defence Ministers of the
two couneries. The Special
Representatives on
Boun Que:

Sum Weldong. who was his
counterpart

dor to lndla wl§
2022).
Key issues

Among issues expected to
be discussed are the re-

ments for the resumption
of the Mansarovar Yatra for

“The resumptdion of this
bilateral mechanism flows

=
thus far. On Tuesday, he
Ministry spokesperson had

Wice-Foresgn Minister Sun Ve

said that lndu and China

to view
hand.le the buazeul rela-
ategic

hﬂg’n and long- rarm per-
spective, bring the rela-
tions back to the track of
healthy and stable deve-
lopment, and find the right
path for big, neighbouring
countries to live in harmo-
ny and dgvelop side by
side” spol Guo
Jiakun sald In semng in

to end the

Wikram Mist during 30 event in Thailand in December 2024, China's

%, was present

response to remarks by Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.

sta
the Chinese People’s Liber-
ation  Army
along the LAC.

Mr. Misri will be in Begj-

Viskt Commes Joat before the

week, Chinese Charge d'Af-
lslres Wang IAI sald Ind.la
hold “

Dens- of celebratory events
to mark the 75th anniver-

ble tensions over econom-
ic and visa issues, with re-
ting

dia, including for Tunnel
Boring Machines manufac-
tured in China and Germa-

ny.

Beijing has also been
asking New Delhi to issue
more visas and facilitate
travel links.

Despite a declaration af-

ter a meeting between Mr.
Jais]

hankar and Mr. Wang in

2024 over re-

sumption of Y ts,

tansarovar Yatra
for pllgrims, shere has
been little

sary of the
of diplomatic relations bet-
ween China and India. He

nomic _exchanges had
2% in the past year,
reaching

with trade Agures
$126 6 billion in the first 11
months of 2024 and
2,80,000 visas being is-
sued by China during the
year.

.

the groud oo thase lssies
thus far.
In addition, a Gdn&

power project on
upper riparian area prdied
Brahmaputra (Yarlung
Zangpo In Tibet) has
caused concern
fooding downs:
“We must convey that
any reset in ties would re-
quire a Jot of hard work be-

about

However, the two sides
have also faced considera-

cause anxle-
ties remain, both
b e S

and 2l
at l:he LAC, \vhlch was ratified by Modi and Xi

economic issues.” former
Ambassador o
(2014-2016) Ashok Kantha
told The Hinde.

“The Army chief has
himself said that the bor-
der & not so far normal,

ington by Mr. Jaishan!
where Marco Rubio, the
new U.S. Secretary of
State, convened the Quad

CEC cautions
against fake
narratives that
erode trust

NEW DELHI

Chief Election Commis-
Rajiv  Kumar on
sous

in the electoral process.
Addressing a two-day in-
ternacional conference of
nagement Bo-

dles (EAIB) Mr. Kumar sald

timed 1o

on Jan
National Voters Day on Ja-
nuary 25.
Nearly 30 representa-
from the EMBs of 13
countries (Bhutan, Geor-

Forefgn Ministers Meeting. | Tunisia, and Nepal) are
on in  the
reacted to the Quad joint | conference.
tement that of CEC also

nistry of Forelgn irs
spol rson saying
“group politics... is not
conducive to peace and

ility™ and lat-
eral cooperation “should

not target any third parey™.

empha-
sised the critical role of
technology and digizal tn-
novations in enhancing ef-
Bckerscy; traniapaninicy sadl
voter confidence. He, ho-
autioned that
\nhﬂelechnulomoﬁe rs sig-
inities, it

Siee bringe epotienges.

Tungsten mining: Centre
decides to annul auction of

mineral block in Madurai

CHENNAL

nion  Ministry of
Thus an-

ment of the Government of
India w_protecting tradi
tional  rights,
press release

e Centre’s de:nsian

lakarar community from
Madural district and Union

Locals are {1

resolution

Minister for Coal and

cmef Minister M.X. Stalin
ed having asserted in
the Assembly that his go-

Assembly. he Union g0

vernment has now given in

ple
Hon of the Stace govern-
ment,” he said.
Centreshould not
issue nocifications for

light the issue in the As-
sembly and expose the
“drai staged by the
DMK gor government over it
The decision of the
Centre was a victory to the
steps undertaken by the

Budget must provide
relief from rising
prices, says Congress

NEW DELHL

dle-class families. and the
country now needed a
budget that provided relief
from rising prices, the Con-

general secretary (commu-
nications) Jairam Ramesh
claimed that the -back-
breaking inflation in the
last 10 years has emptied
the pockets of the common

Rt

Jairam Ramesh

due to wrong policies of
the have made

Court refuses to order FIR
against Delhi Art Gallery over
display of Husain’s paintings

NEW DELHI

life extremely difficult for

lowe:
millcs. Mr. Ramesh said in
a past on X.

The prices of milk, flour,
pulses, petrol. diesel and
vegetables were ~skyrock-
eting.” he sald.

burden of EMIs
and dﬂﬂy needs s increas-
ing on every household.
The country now needs a

ME. Hussain

the FIR would be required

be resorted to.

facts and circumstances of
are withl

relief
from Inflation!™ Mr.
mesh added
The Congress
asked If the

leader

gation and collection of

o the lawyer-
petitioner, when she visic-
&1 the DAG last December,
phed the ‘of-
e i paintings. She ap-

ched the ‘police to

lery officials denied that
they displayed the said

friends in the last ten took any concrete steps af-
years. ter to the pro-
and inflation  blems of the people.

on
the parc of the investigating

The: loryers: plea had
sought an FIR undes
o259 of the BNS (daiib.

erate and malicious acts,
intended to outrage reli-
gious feelings of any class
by Insulting its religion oF

ous bellefs) 0 be re-

Deny wrongdoing
Reacting to the allegations,
the DAG authorites said
they valued artistic free-

dom and denied am;
wrongdoing as alleged by
complainant ‘who

:
publicly claimed to be
principalty driven by a reli-
glous agenda’

Ms. Sachdeva's X profile

tion of arts

hundred of his works, in-

cluding paintings that ex-

plored the idea of nation-
., portraits.

Will continue to
support BJP, says
Manipur JDU) MLA

CuwasaT

Muhammad Abdul

Abdul Nasir

e gove:
Chief Minister Nongthom-
bam Biren St

The JD(U)'s central lea-
dership sacked the State
president hours after his
~withdrawal™ letter went
wviral. Mr. Nasir met JD{U)
working pr lent Sanjay

cm

Jha and issued a video

MDL-TKMS bid for P-751 submarine
tender clears technical evaluation

NEW DELHI
The multi-billion dollar

deal for six advanced con-
ventional submarines un-
ssed

cleared the technical eval-

Indian Navy vessel
finishes hydrographic
survey of Mauritius

NEW DELHI

The Indian Navy's INS Sar-

nani quality | vekshak completed the 6-
for P7Stia the Alr Indepen- | nal phase of the hydro.
dent on (A1P) graphic urvey of
dule, whicl an ex-
urance and stealth of a | tensive area of over 25,000

he sSquare nautical miles.

of the tw:

two bid:

The
June last year as part of the field evaluation trisls FLEPHOTO

uation by the
Defence Ministry. The bid
by Larsen & Toubro along
with of Spain has

himself from the content of

pressed his faith in Mr. Ku-
mars leadership during
meeting.

not cleared the evaluation.

bid
by MDL has been opened

eted in June
Last yoar 2= part of the Fleld

valuation Trials (FET) and
e af o weva sl

were under scrutiny in the
Ministry. The bids were
opened last week and the
bid by MDL-TKMS was de-
clared technically com-
plaint, according to official
sources. “The

dule became the real deter-
minant for qualifying the
technical criteria.

The design offered by

The fair shees of the sur-
vey. along with newly pre-

pared nautical chares, were
Formally handed over w

ation.” the Navy said
n

addition, Captain
Tribhuvan Com-
manding Officer of INS Sar-
vekshak called on Shakeel
Ahmed Yousuf Ra-
zack Mol inister of

undertaken._

TKMS, in
MDL, is based on its mgm,
successful Class 214 subma-
rine and Class 212CD and

khool on
~The creation of a new

negotiations will now com-
mence based on the price
submit-

sal (RFP) Issued by the Na-
vy for the programme de-
tailing the specifications

has an
ven AIP l'nodule sznm
has offered

based on ita new Sa0 =

. the first of
i A L
2021 and commissioned in-
to the Spanish Navy as S-St
“Isaac Peral’ in 2023.

ing

india and Maurisius in fos-
tering maritime develop-
ment and regional cooper-

Ting
£9.000 sq. km. in the last
fve years and have pro-
96 charts,” the Navy
perrys year.

Amx




Indian Navy vessel
finishes hydrographic
survey of Mauritius

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Navy’s INS Sar-
vekshak completed the fi-
nal phase of the hydro-
graphic survey of
Mauritius covering an ex-
tensive area of over 25,000
square nautical miles.

The fair sheet of the sur-
vey, along with newly pre-
pared nautical charts, were
formally handed over to
President = Dharambeer
Gokhool on Thursday.

“The creation of a new
nautical chart will enable
Mauritius to develop its
maritime infrastructure,
resource management and
coastal development plan-
ning. It reflects the endur-
ing partnership between
India and Mauritius in fos-
tering maritime develop-
ment and regional cooper-

ation,” the Navy said.

In addition, Captain
Tribhuvan Singh, Com-
manding Officer of INS Sar-
vekshak called on Shakeel
Ahmed Yousuf Abdul Ra-
zack Mohamed, Minister of
Housing and Lands, Mauri-
tius and discussed the de-
tails of survey operations
undertaken.

Indian Navy hydro-
graphic vessels regularly
assist various countries in
hydrographic surveys of
their exclusive economic
zones. “In line with India’s
SAGAR initiative, the sur-
vey ships of the Indian Na-
vy have conducted various
joint survey operations
with friendly foreign na-
tions covering an area of
89,000 sq. km. in the last
five years and have pro-
duced 96 charts,” the Navy
said last year.

A INY



. Indian Navy’s Role in Mauritius Hydrographic Survey

The Indian Navy’s INS Sarvekshak completed the final phase of the
hydrographic survey of Mauritius.

The survey covered over 25,000 square nautical miles.

The nautical charts and survey data were officially handed over to Mauritius
President Dharambeer Gokhool.




The new nautical charts will help Mauritius in:

Benefits of the Survey for Mauritius

e Maritime infrastructure development
e Resource management
e Coastal development planning

The survey strengthens India-Mauritius maritime cooperation.




* India’s Regional Maritime Cooperation

* Indian Navy’s hydrographic vessels assist other countries in surveying
their Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs).

e Under India’s SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region)
initiative, Indian Navy ships have:

* Conducted surveys covering 89,000 sg. km. in the last five years.
* Produced 96 nautical charts.
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BSF to hold talks with BGB in

Delhi from February 16 to 20

The e round of blanmual Director-General

fugitive economic offender

h Arora, the key accused in the HPZ

Token fake investment case ol

g albout

22,200 crore, has bgen declared afug!

app-based denomination "HPZ Token® was used.

States yet to use IT70,744-cCr.
funds for welfare of workers

Since the i

ation of the Building and Other Construction Workers Act in 2005, the

Boards have collected TL17.507.22 crore as cess but allocated only T67669.92 crore for workers

MEW DL

he Union Labour

Ministry said in a

Right to Informa-

tlon (RTI) reply thar the
uildi

warious States
have not yet used the cess

of $70,744.16 crore they
collected  from the em-
ployers for the welfare of
‘the workers.

since the implementa-
ton of the Building and
‘Other Construction work-
ers ( larion of Employ.
ment and Conditions of
Service) act i 2005, the

Labour force: iz may o
35 State Wetars Boards 1

d the State governments

did not help the construc-

tion workers during the ex-

odus to villages soon after

the COVID leckdowns an-
in march 2020,

Board constituted by State
governments to levy cess
from employers “a such
rate not e . but
Tt less than 1% of the

2024, have been
complaints that the Centre

Cess evasbon
Arka Bajpandit, national
secretary, ‘onstruction
kers Federation of In-
dia, who filed the RTI with
v sabd the docu-
ment poinis towards huge
cess ev. by the bull-
ders and employers.

“For instance in Maha-
rashira, the toral sceumu-
lated cess for 19 years is
2UDABD IS crore.
means that the State hs.d
constructions  worth 19
lakh crore in the last 19
vears. Construction worth

73,848,723 morhers hawe registered with
Septembar 30, 2024, FILE FHATD

1 lakh crore per year. This
statistics is far from troe.

‘New MGNREGS wage
payment system not
significantly better’

MEW DELHI
There is no statistically sig-
nificant difference efther

dmely payment of wages

ates.
The Unilon government

Huge cess evasion may the
rom the of fres tempor- | made the Asdhaarbased
State” nr. Rajpandit said. s Ty from Ja-
Though he had asked dﬂl&h@wﬂaandlaﬂnnes nuary I, 2024, argeing that
for the information regard- o workers. e Codes | it efficiency, sav-
ing the total cost of the these statutory en- | ings, and transparency.
building and other con-  ttlements to facilites that | K workers, however,
struction projects as per  the Union government | have repeatedly  com’
the approved plans by the prescribe.  Hence, | plained thar their wage

fitspioigeted fot e

the Labour Ministry.
The trade union leader
argued that States spent a
of the

kers  were
their stipulated benefit

said.
e 'ebeesration  in
thar, except Kerala, most

Act. Stipulated benefits are
being curtailed,” Mr. Raj-
pandir said_

recied due to the ABPS,
while the names of many
workers have been deleted
because of a mismatch bet-

The rejections due ta ABPS
e centralised and harder
1o resolve, the study sakd.

orec by Suguna Bheemara-
sett]

The study analysed the

percentage of payments

seven

acrass the two

payment types. The diffe-

rence between the time ta-

ken o process ents

was marginal Bt found that
36% of account-based

resolve,” the study sasd.

Stung by Puja Khedkar scam, govt.
amends Civil Services Exam Rules

e DELE

Online submission of docu-
ments, such as educ

al, caste and physical dis-

ability certificates, has

been made mandatory for

candidmes for the Brelk

Puja Khedhkar

vice, indian Forelgn Ser.

tificate to gain reservation
in the 2022 exarm.

ms. Khedkar could by-

pass the UPSC's garekesp-

ing by appearing In the ex-

against the

nLne s((emp[g (I\al are al-

The alleged fargery and
crime was revealed
June while she was pm(

quently discharged from
service, faces criminal cas-
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DGCA suggests phased
implementation of new
norms for pilots from July

FEW DEL|

"he Directorate Gene,

ral of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) in-
far: the Delhl High
Court on Thursday that the
revised rest and  duty
norms — proposed by the
aviation regulator for pilots
Last January and swrongly
airline

PSS immlemented in

staggered manner starting
an July 1.
The court has given the

and Air Inciis Express
agresd to enhance weskly rest
10 45 howns fram June,

enforced from fune 1
2024, was widely wel
comed by pilots amid con

cerns over rising Eatigue.
However, it faced stiff op-

pilot bodies to arrive at a
consensus on the imple-
mentation  timeline.

cted to a phased
implementarion of the
court indicat-
ohjecton
would be considered after
affidavit is filed_

In leters from warlous
airlines in early December,
lndlLQne]eﬂedt_he DGoAS
suggestion to raise the defi-
niien of night fying from
all flying berween mid-
night and 5 am_ by an

Tripura unit
of CPI(M)
plans State
conference

AGARTALA

The Communist Party of
India (Marxist) [CPI(M}] in
i o

ter and Politburo member
manik Sarkar.

Party State  secretary
and Leader of the Opposi-
ton Jitendra Chandhury
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Stung by Puja Khedkar scam, govt.
amends Civil Services Exam Rules

Vijaita Singh
~ NEW DELHI

Online submission of docu-
ments, such as education-
al, caste and physical dis-
ability certificates, has
been made mandatory for
candidates for the preli-
minary stage of the Civil
Service Examination con-
ducted by the Union Public
Service Commission
(UPSC), a government noti-
fication has said.
Previously, documents
were to be uploaded only
when a candidate qualified
for the main examination.
On Wednesday, the Mi-
nistry of Personnel notified
the Civil Services Examina-
tion Rules, 2025. The Mi-
nistry said 979 vacancies
will be filled by this year’s
examinations which is the
lowest in the past three
years. The exams are held
to recruit candidates for 23
services including the In-
dian Administrative Ser-

Puja Khedkar

vice, Indian Foreign Ser-
vice and Indian Police
Service. In the CSE 2023,
around 10.1 lakh candi-
dates applied, however, on-
ly 5.9 lakh candidates ap-
peared for the
examinations.

The changes have been
brought as Puja Khedkar
was selected as a proba-
tionary IAS officer after she
allegedly forged identity
papers, misrepresented
and falsified facts to obtain
extra attempts and pro-
duced a fake persons with
benchmark disability cer-

tificate to gain reservation
in the 2022 exam.

Ms. Khedkar could by-
pass the UPSC’s gatekeep-
ing by appearing in the ex-
ams 12 times as against the
nine attempts that are al-
lowed.

The alleged forgery and
crime was revealed last
June while she was posted
for field training in Pune.
Ms. Khedkar was subse-
quently discharged from
service, faces criminal cas-
es and is currently on bail.

Inquiry ordered
Following this, the Depart-
ment of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) initiated
an inquiry against six offi-
cials, including a proba-
tioner, to re-examine their
disability parameters.

The officials — five In-
dian Administrative Ser-
vice (IAS) officers and an
Indian Revenue Service
(IRS) officer — got into the
services by getting reserva-

tion benefits under the dis-
ability category.

The January 22 notifica-
tion stated that candidates
“shall be required to apply
online and submit the re-
quisite information and
supporting documents to-
wards various claims, such
as date of birth, category
[viz. SC (Schedule Caste)/
ST(Scheduled Tribe) /OBC
(Other Backward Classes
(OBC)/ EWS (Economically
Weaker Section) /PwBD/
Ex-Servicemen], educa-
tional qualification and Ser-
vice preference, etc.” as
may be sought by the com-
mission. It added that “the
failure to provide the re-
quired information and
documents along with the
registration and online ap-
plication form will entail
cancellation of candidature
for the examination”.

Till now, the service and
cadre preference were to
be submitted after clearing
the Mains examination.




* New Rules Introduced by UPSC (2025):

* Online submission of education, caste, and disability certificates is now
mandatory at the preliminary stage of the Civil Services Examination.

* Previous Issues:

 Earlier, candidates were required to upload documents only after qualifying
for the main examination.

* Changes followed the Puja Khedkar scam, where she forged documents to
exceed the nine-attempt limit and secure benefits under disability claims.



* Impact of the Scam:

* Puja Khedkar joined as a probationary IAS officer using fraudulent
claims.

* She was later discharged and is currently facing criminal charges.
* Inquiry Ordered:

* The Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) has initiated an
investigation into the irregularities.



Updated Notification:

e Candidates must now submit:
e Proof of date of birth.
e Caste category (SC/ST/OBC/EWS).
e Proof of disability, education qualifications, and service preference.
e Failure to comply will lead to cancellation of candidature.

CSE 2023 Data:

e 10.1 lakh candidates applied, but only 5.9 lakh appeared.
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DHAKA
Bangladesh frees 178 paramilitary

troops over deadly 2009 mutin

JENIN

Hundreds leave West Bank camp
during Israeli raid. says official

SEATTLE

Judge temporarily blocks Trump’s

order ending birthright citizenship

-
178 on Thursday, Hundreds i 2 a

rearty 16 years akermvdﬂmlon for a viclent mutiny in 2009 that | evacuating their homes on Thursday amid a

resulted in 74 desths, inciudi the i i erec

Eovernmant of then prermier Shaikh Hasina. The. had been using though the. it Somme Coughenour ruled ay

acquitted of murder but faced charges related - y nas resulted ser

WASHINGTON

U.S. calls Venezuela

Gonzalez

Urrutia ‘the rightful President”

an

US. Presicent Trump's

ending birthright citizenship for children borm in the
parents. Citing the 14th Amendment, Judge

order, which was set to take

garst the
effect on February 19, amiist lawsuits from 22 States. »n

[
The U.S. recognised Venezuelan Opposition leader Edmundo

Gonzalez Urnatia as the *

dent.” rejecting Nicolas

Presi
Maduro's third term. In a call with Marco Rubia, Mr. Gonzalez

The US. and allies.

prisoners.
[ el s

Putin is ‘increasingly concerned’
about status of Russia’s economy

activity has

in recent

to tackle inflation: Putin is ready’ to discuss o

ven by exports of oil, gas
and minerals, grew bt
over the past two years

by
despite multiple rounds of
Western  sanc

cent months by
shortages and high

but wants

by labour shortages and high
iars territorial gains in Ukraine to be accepted

rates intr

Trump tells Davos elite to
invest in U.S. or face tariffs

Associated Press

Steady taliks: Viadimir Putin hoids 3

flict, Europe's biggest since
the Second World War.

This week, he has sald
more sanctions, as well as
tariffs, on Russia are likely
unless Mr. Putin nego-
tates, adding that Russia
was heading for ~big trou-
ble” in the economy. A se-
nior Kremlin aide said on
Tuesday Russia had so far
received no specific propo-
sals for talks.

“Russia, of course, is

of the Agency for Strategic Iniatives in Moscow on Thursday. AP

rates introduced to tackle
int which has accel-
erated under record mili-
tary
h:

£
at has contributed to
the view within a section of
the Russian elite that a ne-
gotiated settlement to the

war is desirable,

Mr. Trump. who re-
turned to office on Mon-
day, o switly

has vowed
resolve the Ukraine con-

in
negotiating a diplomartic
end to the conflict.” Oleg
v

Mr. Vyugin was not one

the five sources, who all
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity due to the sensitivi-
ty of the situation in Rus-
sia.

Reuters has previously
reported that Mr. Putin is
ready to discuss ceasefire
options with Mr. Trum
but that Russia’s territorial
gains in Ukraine must
accepted and that Ukraime
must drop its bid to join
the U.S-led NATO military
alliance.

Xremiin _spokespersan
Dmitry Peskov -
ledged “problematic fac-
tors~ in the economy, but
zaid &t was developing at a

President Donald Trump
used an address on Thurs-
day to the World Economic
Forum to promise global

U.S. and threatened to im-

pose tariffs if they dont.
Speaking by video from

lhe whne House to the an-

summit
Switzerland, on his third
full day in office,
Trump
flurry of executive actions
since his swearing-in and
claimed thac had a

the U.S.

lowest taxes as any nation

then very simply, you will
have to pay a tariff — differ-
ing amounts — but a tariff,
which will direct hundreds

of b of dollars and
even trillions of dollars in-

said on Thursday that the
wants ln An\ywﬂ

office, said it remained a
top priority, but he offered
few clues for how he would
do

“One thing very impor-
tane: I really would like to
be able to meet with Presi-

soon and

stop that war. That war is
ho -

Earfier in his address,
Mr. Trump laid blame on
the OPEC» alliance of oil

Mr. Trump, who spoke
on Wednesday to Saudi
Arabia’s crown prince, also

for
keeping the price of oil too
high for much of the nearly
three-year war.

U.S. WHO exit jeopardises
Africa, says health body

Reuters
DAKAR

The U.S. plan to withdraw
from the World Health Or-
ganisation 0y will

term.

- LS,
withdrawal could
al health aid cuts

globe without its biggest
funder.

relying on U.S. investment
via the WHO to fund public
health drives.

the WHO has

nancing of public health,”
he said.

Zimbabwe's Finance Mi-
nister on We

countries such as His that
are most affected by
HIV/AIDS.

Explore opportunities
Mr. Ngongo sald once Afri-

tunities
know the role that  other non-African coun-
layedonthe  tries for the
expected fall In WHO

continent... to really fm-
prove the delivery of
health programmes.” Mr.
Ngongo told a media brief-
ing.

“The reduction or the
cutring of [U.S.] funding Is
definitely going o affect
the response. It is time for
some of the African mem-
ber states to rethink the fi-

support.

While Mr. Ngongo does
n Me. Trump's or-
de to have a big impact on

ica CDC, he expressed
concern a joint action plan
the health body had been
developing with the U
over the past year could al-
50 now be at risk.

ntary respi

i vacts of bisachgoirs cool off on sveine Bench ma = et wave hits Rio da tanelvo; Beazilon' Wednesday. The city recorded
A Staggerning percened temperature of 62 3 Gegrees Celsius this month, the highest since records began, AFP

Rubio picks
Central

America for
his first trip

WASHINGTON

Marco Rubio will pay his
first trip as LS. secretary
of state to Central Ameri-
can nations including Pa-
nama, where President Do-

migration rrom Central
American natio
State Depann)ent po-

kesperson Tammy Bi
Said Mr. Rubio would cravel

and Dominican Republlc.

S. Korea investigators
recommend Yoon be
charged with revolt

cembe: e o
Saration.
The Corruption 4

Mr. Yoon of conspiring
wit ma
to disrupt the constitution-

al order and incite riots.
M Yo

s Bt drithers: e
clared martial law briefly
before lawmakers voted it
dow

decide on charges.

Anuja nominated for Best Live Action
Short Film at 2025 Academy Awards

has on Thurs-

New Delhi.

nounced by Bowen Yang

Decisive twrn: The fiim tells the story of a gifted nine-year-old gel,
Anufa, who must choose betwesn ecucation and factory wa

and Rachel Sen:
The film tells the story

and factory work alongside

her sister, tmpacting their
l‘uluxes Produced by G
et Monga and Mindy Kal-
mg. it collaborates with the
Trust to ad-
issues.

v:hess <hild labour

Additionally, I Am Rea-
&y, Warden, directed by
omi-

Pakistan passes Bill

tightening control
over social media

Smrii
nated in the Documentary
Short Film category. Ms.

nomi-

is nominated for the Best

Film Not in E: -
Euage at the 2025 BAFTA
Film Awards.

The Oscars will

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan's Lower House of

ent passed a
controversial Bill granting
the

activists clalming it ex-
pands executive power ov-
er both content and soctal

media platforms.

The new law mandates
that platforms register
with a

controls over social mexdia,

including the ability to tm-

prison users for spreading
disinformasios

The B: expedited
after Opposmon Lawmak-
ers, the law,

protesting

a walkout. Critics ar-
sue it threatens freedom of
speech, with human rights

¥ ¥
and criminalises disinfor-
mation. punishable by up

three years in prison

fines.
Despite widespread op-
position, the ruling govern-
ment defend the legisla-
ton necessary
Combat misinformation
and hate speech.



Momentary respite
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Sun baked: Hundreds of beachgoers cool off on Ipanema Beach as a heat wave hits Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on Wednesday. The city recorded
a staggering perceived temperature of 62.3 degrees Celsius this month, the highest since records began. ArFp
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Heat wave: Record index of 62.3C scorches Rio de Janeiro

A heat wave stifling Brazil set new records on Sunday, with Rio de Janeiro's heat index hitting 62.3 degrees Celsius, the highest
in a decade, weather authorities said. The previous heat index record was set in November, when it hit 59.7C. Meanwhile,
extreme rains were wreaking havoc in the south of the country and are forecast to continue next week, according to
authorities.

AFP Mar




Anuja nominated for Best Live Action
Short Film at 2025 Academy Awards

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Anuja, a short film set in
New Delhi, has on Thurs-
day received a nomination
for the Live Action Short
Film category at the 97th
Academy Awards. Directed
by Adam J. Graves and Su-
chitra Mattai, it competes
against films like A Lien
and The Last Ranger.

The nominations for the
2025 Oscars, which were
twice postponed earlier
this month due to wildfires
in Los Angeles, were an-
nounced by Bowen Yang

Decisive turn: The film tells the story of a gifted nine-year-old girl,
Anuja, who must choose between education and factory work.

and Rachel Sennott.

The film tells the story
of a gifted nine-year-old
girl, Anuja, who must
choose between education
and factory work alongside

her sister, impacting their
futures. Produced by Gu-
neet Monga and Mindy Kal-
ing, it collaborates with the
Salaam Baalak Trust to ad-
dress child labour issues.

Additionally, I Am Rea-
dy, Warden, directed by
Smriti Mundhra, is nomi-
nated in the Documentary
Short Film category. Ms.
Mundhra was earlier nomi-
nated in the same category
for her film “St. Louis Su-

perman” at the 2019
Oscars.
All We Imagine As Light

is nominated for the Best
Film Not in English Lan-
guage at the 2025 BAFTA
Film Awards.

The Oscars will take
place on March 2 at the
Dolby Theatre in Los
Angeles.






The head of the Mannan community will participate in the

Republic Day parade in Delhi as a guest of the Scheduled Tribes
(SC) Development Department.He is the only tribal king in Kerala,

This marks the first time a tribal king will attend the parade.




About Mannan community

It is mainly settled in the buffer zone area of the Idukki Wildlife

Sanctuary at Kozhimala, the hub of the tribe with 48 settlements ruled
by a king.

e The king is an integral part of the traditional functions and festivities of the community.

e He wears a turban or headgear and special dress on such occasions and will be assisted
by two Ministers and soldiers during the functions.



* They maintain their unique customs, rituals, and a strong reverence
for their traditional kingship.
* To sustain themselves, they cultivate basic crops, collect forest produce, and
engage in manual labor or cattle breeding.

 Mannankoothu is a unique tribal art form performed by the Mannan
community.

* |t narrates the story from the classic tamil poem Chilapathikaaram.






The government of Nepal is increasing the permit fees
for climbing Mount Everest from USD 11000 to USD
15000, making it more expensive for mountaineers.

It is located between Nepal and Tibet.




* It is the highest mountain in the world at 8,849 m, and has many
names.

* Tibetans call it ‘Chomolungma’, which means ‘Mother Goddess of the World’
and worship the mountain as such.

* Nepalis call it ‘Sagarmatha’, meaning ‘Goddess of the Sky.

 Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay became the first people to stand
atop the mountain .

e Bachendri Pal was the first Indian woman to climb Mount Everest.






* The United States has launched a significant initiative under the
“Stargate Project” to strengthen its artificial intelligence (Al)
capabilities.

 What is Stargate?

» Stargate is a $500 billion initiative designed to establish a
comprehensive artificial intelligence (Al) infrastructure in the United
States over the next four years.

* [tis a collaborative effort between OpenAl, SoftBank, and Oracle, with an
initial S100 billion investment.



The project involves constructing massive data centers and campuses

across the country to support the development and deployment of Al
technologies at scale.

Stargate is envisioned as a critical step toward re-industrializing the
United States and enhancing its technological capabilities.




Samriddhi Yojana
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10th Anniversary of :
BBBP and Sukanya O
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e 22nd January 2025 marked the 10th year of the launch of Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao (BBBP) scheme and Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana.

* Celebrations are planned from 22nd January to 8th March
(International Women’s Day) and include the launch of the Mission
Vatsalya and Mission Shakti portals.

 BBBP scheme was launched on 22nd January 2015, in Panipat,
Haryana and SSY was launched as part of BBBP scheme.



Integration with Mission Shakti:

The BBBP scheme is now integrated with Mission Shakti, a program for women’s safety and empowerment,
for implementation during the 15th Finance Commission (2021-2026).

Mission Shakti consists of two sub-schemes: Sambal (Safety and Security): Focuses on women’s safety
through initiatives like One Stop Centres (OSCs), Women Helpline (181), nationwide expansion of BBBP, and
Nari Adalat for grievance redressal.

Samarthya (Empowerment): Empowers women through Shakti Sadans (relief and rehabilitation homes),
Sakhi Niwas (safe accommodation for working women), and Palna (Creche facilities).




Funding: BBBP is a centrally sponsored scheme with 100%
funding by the Central Government in all the districts of
the country under Sambal sub-scheme of Mission Shakti.

District-level financial aid is allocated as per SRB i.e., Rs 40
lakh (SRB <918), Rs 30 lakh (SRB 919-952), and Rs 20 lakh
(SRB >952).




Achievements in 10 Years:

SRB: The national SRB improved from 918 in 2014-15 to 930 in 2023-24.

Education: Girls” Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) in secondary education rose
from 75.51% in 2014-15 to 78% in 2023-24.

Institutional Deliveries: Institutional deliveries increased from 61% in 2014-15
t0 97.3% in 2023-24.




* Mission Vatsalya

* About: Mission Vatsalya aimed at child protection and
development alighed with SDGs.

* |t emphasizes child rights, advocacy, and awareness, while
strengthening the juvenile justice system to ensure "no child is left
behind."
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invest in Dreams with Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana
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per financial year
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* Key Findings of the Study:

* Boreal forests are warming four times faster than the global
average.

« Boreal forests are transitioning to an open state (with sparse
tree cover), reducing their carbon storage capacity and
increasing wildfire risks, with tree density decreasing from
south to north.



Boreal Forests:

The boreal forest (or "taiga") is the world's largest land biome, covering 30% of global
forest area and 10% of Earth's land surface.

The boreal ecozone principally spans eight countries in the Northern Hemisphere
(Canada, China, Finland, Japan, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and the US).

Boreal forests are dominated by coniferous trees like pine, spruce, and fir, along with
some broadleaf species such as poplar and birch.

They thrive in high-latitude environments.

« Contains more surface freshwater than any other biome, significantly impacting
northern oceans and global climate.



Taiga and Boreal Forest Global Distribution
The taiga or boreal forest covers much of Canada, Alaska, Sweden,
Finland, Norway, Estonia, and Siberia and parts of Scotland, Iceland,
Mongolia, Japan, and Kazakhstan.

This biome does not occur in the Southern Hemisphere.






* The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has
introduced Entity Locker, developed by the National eGovernance
Division (NeGD) of meity, is part of India's Digital Public Infrastructure
initiative, aimed at enhancing business efficiency.

* About: Entity Locker is a secure, cloud-based solution for businesses
and organizations of all sizes, including MSMEs, corporations, and
startups.



The platform enables real-time document access and
verification through integration with government agencies
like the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA), Goods and
Services Tax Network (GSTN), and Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT), and other regulatory bodies.

Key Features:

Features encrypted cloud storage, digital signature
authentication and Aadhaar-authenticated role-based access
for secure, accountable document sharing




Dhanauri
Wetland




* The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has directed the Uttar
Pradesh government to provide
a detailed status report within

four weeks regarding the
notification of the Dhanauri
Wetland, near the Jewar airport,
as a wetland.
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Location: Situated in Dhanauri
village near Dankaur in Gautam
Buddha Nagar district, Uttar Pradesh.

Home to 217 bird species,
s iNCluding 150 Sarus Cranes, the state
bird of Uttar Pradesh.
River Association: Though primarily a
standalone wetland, it forms part of
the Yamuna River basin ecosystem.

Recognized as an Important Bird
Area (IBA) by BirdLife International.

Features and Uniueness:

During peak migratory seasons
(November-March), it hosts up
to 50,000 waterfowl.

Documented by the Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS) for its
ecological significance.
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* According to a recent study, when did iron usage begin in Tamil
Nadu?

- T &1 A S Th eI & I[UR, dffees & dlg H1

Fd YT FI;T?
+ A. 1500 BCE
B. 2000 BCE
C. 3345 BCE

D. 1000 BCE



* What scientific method was used to verify the iron findings in Tamil
Nadu?

. afeTE # W A @ A qfte & AT B @ Sl R
&T 39ITr fFaT IAT?

* A. Carbon Dating / &TaeT 3T
B. Accelerator Mass Spectrometry (AMS) and Optically Stimulated
Luminescence (OSL)/(’WﬂW ATH TAFeIA (AMS) 3iX
HeeHhell FeFgacs gAAAT (0SL)
C. X-ray Diffraction / tFaxX fRAade
D. DNA Sequencing / STTAT 3Telsh 0T

e



 What did the High Court rule about the use of loudspeakers in
religious places?

« 3TT AT o UTfAS TTl A APSTENHT & 3T YT 47
Aoy fear?

 A. Loudspeakers can be used at all times / AT3sTNHT HT 3T &1
AT fRAT ST T &
B. Loudspeaker usage is not an essential part of any religion /

mmmﬁmﬁaﬁaﬁmmﬁaﬁﬁwaﬁ%

C. Loudspeaker use must be allowed in all religious places /

aﬁmmﬁﬁmﬁw%ﬂwaﬁaﬂﬂﬁraaﬁﬁw
D. Loudspeaker usage should be banned nationwide / A3STdISRT &

39T 9T QX S # YA Semam S 9fg e



* Which Indian state is actively promoting archaeological research on
iron usage?

+ P HT HAT AT Al F ITANT W WAlicdsd HeHETT I
AFT T & Jorar & T@T 87

* A. Maharashtra / HgRISC
B. Tamil Nadu /

C. Karnataka /
D. Gujarat / [T

9




* Under the SAGAR initiative, how many square kilometers have been
surveyed by Indian Navy hydrographic vessels in the last five years?

APR gl & dgd, ARAIT AT & FISSABE STgrell
ﬁaﬁwaﬁﬁmﬁaﬁmmﬁm%mév

* A. 50,000 sq. km.
B. 70,000 sq. km.
C. 89,000 sq. km.
D. 1,00,000 sqg. km.



* What is the purpose of the newly introduced “Entity Locker” by
MeitY?

* Meity gaRT 9T fFT arv "ufedt aie" #T 358 41 7
* A. Secure, cloud-based storage solution for businesses / SqqUTAT &

ﬁvwﬁ?ﬁr FAT3S-ATUTRT HASRUT HHTHTA

B. A new banking system for startups / ey & fav s F-l'é'
dfRar gorrelt

C. A security software for government agencies / AR TATRAT &
fAT & gean aveaa

D.A blometrlc identity verification system / Teh H‘I‘iﬂﬁﬁﬂ? Ygdlel
HATIA TOTTe T



 What is the primary concern about Boreal forests as per recent
studies?

- T & HEATA & AR AT SErell F AT HET =&
FIT 87

* A. They are warming four times faster than the global average / a

dftg® T AT ForelT F IR AT Sl F TA B @ @

B. They are expanding rapidly into tropical areas / @ dsil &
SeoTfeat i 3 ey T & |
C. They are becoming less carbon-absorbent / d Fleed rTMYOT H
FHI AT L & ‘

D.Both Aand C /3T A3 C



* Which Indian wetland is awaiting notification from the Uttar Pradesh
government?

+ Bl T HRAT ATAT 3T ST AR A g A geam
FT TET 87

* A. Loktak Lake / elfhdsh Siltel
B. Dhanauri Wetland/ﬂ?ﬁfl' dceals

C. Sambhar Lake / Q13T il
D. Ropar Wetland / (98 dcels



* What is the significance of the Stargate Project launched by the
United States?

- IFd T AN @RI YF FI 7§ "FERAC IRANSAT" FT
Adcq FAT 87

* A. It is a $500 billion Al infrastructure initiative / I§ T $500
fafeer i ward giaardt e gger 8
B. It is aimed at space exploration / dg Hﬁﬁ'ﬁ H=AYUT YT higd %
C. It focuses on blockchain technology / dg © sellehdel dheileh UT

Higa &
D. It is a global defense initiative / g T dfdges T8 ggol %



 What anniversary was celebrated for Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP)
and Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana in 20257

+ 2025 # <Y T A& 9T (BBBP) AN FehedT WHES ANl
Y FiT W IS AAE TE?

* A. 5th anniversary / 5d1 a¥eIa
B. 10th anniversary / 10d1 a¥3ITS
C. 15th anniversary / 15d1 a¥31TS
D. 20th anniversary / 20dT J¥TS



Word of the day
Knavery:

lack of honesty; acts of lying, cheating, or
stealing

Synonyms: trickery, mischief, deceit

Usa €. She was punished for her knavery
when she stole money from her friend.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/knaverypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /neivari/

‘ 3
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