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| try to live my life
one day at a time,

and if | look too far
In advance, | get
really stressed.
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India rejects J&J's
attempt to extend
patent on TB drug

Vital intervention

Bedacuiline, manufoctured by J&J, is 3 crucisl anti-T8 drog
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In a victory
fighting for wider access to
the crucial ant-tuberculo-
sis drug Bedaquiline, the

for patients

m
tents for whom the first-
Ene drug has

stopped working.

Evergreening attempes
Since 2007, J& had in-

dulged In “evergreening’ —

a strategy to extend the life

of patents about to expire

Ppatent
extenssol
when the firm filed for

vergreening of its patens
on fumarate salt (a formu-
Tation salt of

Prohibstion of Ordine Gam-
bling and Regulation of On-
line Games Bill, 2022,

tvy Chief Minister

it on March 6, saying &
went against the Constit-
ton and coart judgments.
The Bill was first adopted
on Qctober 19, 2002

the secomd time

the Assembly has re-adope.
ed a Bill returned by the
Governor. On February 8
Iast year, a Bill to exempe
the State from NEET was
re-adopted.

AJADMK favours Bl
The AIADMK woiw in fa-
vour of the Bill, but the

Rahul gets two-year jail
term in defamation case

st the Surat court ader as Mr. Gandhis Lok Sabha membershi
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awarded him a two-year
jail term over his “why all
thieves have Modi sur-

name” comment.
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Mr. Gandhi had alleged-
Iy made the remarks dur-
ing camy for the

v AfG
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2019 parllamentary polls.
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sentence of

case was filed agaimss hin
by BJP MLA Purnesh Modi,
who was earlier president
of the BIP unit of Surat city.
in his <omp|mm. Mr. P
nesh Modi alleged

thac Mr.
Gandhi while addressing a
poll rally in 2019 in Karna-

relmn( “How come all the
thieves have Modi as the
comman surname?”
Chief Judicial Magistrate

H.H. Varma had last week
concluded hearing final ar-
guments from both sides.
Mr. Gandhi had last ap-

two years or more unless
the comviction is stayed by
a higher cou
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the practice was chal
lenged by survivors
Nandita \«:nkmesm and
Phumeza T

“We ;mem chal-
lenge in 2019, because we
wanted to ensure that saf-

Nagenthran said that his
party

= PAGE 12

»PAGE 12

COVID-19 vaccine
precautionary dose
uptake stands at 27%

NEW DELY

Despite the high coverage

ary dose uptake svands a
27% (as on Marc
2023), according to data re
leased by the Unson Heakth
Ministry. India has been
currently registering
In new COVID-19 cases and
now contributes to I%
the global surge tally that

S. (19.2%), Russsia
(12.6%) and China (8.3%) in
e e

The Unlon Health Minks-
try maintamed that Om-
cron and ks sub-lineages

evidence of a
hoqumllsanon and/or
mortalicy.

“All currently circulat-

rom

Omicron and its sub-lineages.
remain the predominant
variangs in india's cases.

“Most of the
variants have very dttle or
no significant Impact on
the functional attribute of

signated as Variant of Con-
cern, Varant of Interest
IVOI], or SUM [subvariant
under monitoring] based
on schentific evidence on
their transmissibilicy, dis-

which are lll\der intense
schen! tiny but not
cause of In-n(dlale con-
cern,” he said.
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Naveen, Mamata
swear by ‘strong
federal structure’

EHUBANESWAR

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee met her
Odisha counterpart Na-
ween Patnalk on Thursday
i what the latter de-
scribed as a  “courtesy
<all”. While both Chsef Mi-
nisters their

sald after the meeting a
his  residence, Naveen
Niwas.

The West Bengal Chief

further strengthened. We
i about

commitment to a robust

< y. the
doased speculation that
leaders wor

s
next year’s Lok Sabba poll.
Ms. Banerjee, the Trina-
Congress chief, is

am. sef Ministers of
the BP

Kejriwal of the Aam Aadmi

Ihi and K. Chan-
drashekar Rao of the Bha-
rat Rashtra Samithi in Te-
langana — who have khely
been vocal about staying

equidistant from the two
majos parties.
“No political

talks
“The kdﬂal structure of
per-

the Odisha Chief Minister
-

ic rights and the mation's
safety,” she
Asked

sakd.
if they talked
abour future pobkical algn.

erjee sid

the Lok Sabiha clecton s
year away and ber political
Views were her own.

days In Puri, visiting the
12th century Jagannath
Temple and inspecting the
site proposed for a State
guest house in the coastal
town for devotees from
West Bengal. Mr. Panalk
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Rahul gets two-year jail
term in defamation case

Congress to appeal against the Surat court order, as Mr. Gandhi’s Lok Sabha membership

hangs in the balance; Parliamentary Affairs Minister says legal experts will study the verdict

The Hindu Bureau
SURAT/NEW DELHI

Surat court on
AThursday convict-
ed former Congress

chief Rahul Gandhi in a cri-
minal defamation case and
awarded him a two-year
jail term over his “why all
thieves have Modi sur-
name” comment.

Mr. Gandhi was present
at the court when the
judge passed the verdict.
The court suspended the
sentence for 30 days, so
that Mr. Gandhi can appeal
in a higher court. The
court has given bail to him
on 10,000 bond. The
Congress has said that it
will appeal against the
verdict.

Mr. Gandhi had alleged-
ly made the remarks dur-
ing campaigning for the

Rahul Gandbhi arrives at the New Delhi airport after appearing

before a court in Surat, Gujarat. REUTERS

2019 parliamentary polls.
The criminal defamation
case was filed against him
by BJP MLA Purnesh Modi,
who was earlier president
of the BJP unit of Surat city.
In his complaint, Mr. Pur-
nesh Modi alleged that Mr.
Gandhi while addressing a
poll rally in 2019 in Karna-

taka defamed the entire
Modi community with his
remark, “How come all the
thieves have Modi as the
common surname?”

Chief Judicial Magistrate
H.H. Varma had last week
concluded hearing final ar-
guments from both sides.
Mr. Gandhi had last ap-

peared before the Surat
court regarding the case,
filed under Indian Penal
Code (IPC) Sections 499
and 500 (dealing with de-
famation), in October 2021
to record his statement.

Thursday’s  develop-
ments have put a question
mark over Mr. Gandhi’s
Lok Sabha membership
from Wayanad.

In the landmark 2013 Li-
ly Thomas v Union of India
judgment, the Supreme
Court had clearly spelt out
that a lawmaker stands im-
mediately disqualified on
attracting a sentence of
two years or more unless
the conviction is stayed by
a higher court.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12
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» PAGE 13






- In India, defamation can both be a civil wrong and a criminal offence.

- While a civil wrong tends to provide for a redressal of wrongs by awarding
compensation, a criminal law seeks to punish a wrongdoer and send a

message to others not to commit such acts.

——Inindianlaws,criminal- defamation-has been specifically defined as an

offence under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) whereas the civil defamation is
based on tort law
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« Criminal Defamation:

« Section 499 and 500 of Indian Penal Code,1860 deals with Criminal defamation.

* It prescribes two years’ imprisonment with or without fine for a person found guilty of defamation.
 Pre colonial scenario:

+ The criminal provisions have often been used to pfl_Jr?]ue political vendettas. In the colonial erq, the
, , om fighters.

- So-called SLAPP (or strategic lawsuit against public participation) suits have been used in the
recent past to muzzle investigative journalists and prevent critical analysis of the financial
information of listed companies.
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* In Subramanian Swamy vs Union of India case, a bench of Justices
Dipak Misra and P C Pant approved the Constitutional validity of
sections 499 and 500 (criminal defamation) in the Indian Penal Code,
underlining that an individual's fundamental right to live with dignity
and reputation “cannot be ruined solely because another individual can

have his freedom”.
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 The ruling noted that “the right to freedom of speech and expression is
not an absolute right” and has to be “balanced with the right to
reputation” which is protected under Article 21 of the Constitution™.
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Way Forward:

Criminal complaints should not be entertained unless the damage to reputation is prima facie, a serious
one.

Unnecessary complaints should be dismissed at the threshold. That apart, complaints cannot be
entertained except on behalf of the “person aggrieved”.

Such a restriction must not be arbitrary or excessive, and the impairment of freedom must be ‘as little as
possible’.
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This is not to say that defamation must not be discouraged.

But decriminalising it will bring the IPC in accord with Article 19(2), ensuring that the
means used to discourage defamation do not end up damping legitimate criticism.

Criminal defamation laws have been repealed in most democracies and it is high
time India modernised its law to take cognisance of new modes of communication.
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India rejects J&J’s
attempt to extend
patent on TB drug

Vital intervention

Bedaquiline, manufactured by J&J, is a crucial anti-TB drug

B India has rejected J&J’s
appeal to extend its patent
beyond July 2023

® Currently priced at

around $400 for a six-month
treatment regimen, the prices are
likely to fall

m After July, generic producers like
Lupin and Macleods are likely to
manufacture the drug

® QOver 55,000 patients, in whom
other drugs have stopped working,
may benefit from Bedaquiline
access

® Till March 2020, only a little over
10,000 patients received the drug




Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

In a victory for patients
fighting for wider access to
the crucial anti-tuberculo-
sis drug Bedaquiline, the
Indian Patent Office on
Thursday rejected U.S.
pharmaceutical giant John-
son & Johnson’s attempt to
extend its monopoly on
manufacturing the drug in
India beyond July 2023.
J&J’s primary patents on
Bedaquiline expire in July,
paving the way for generic
drug manufacturers such
as Lupin and Macleods,
among others, to produce
. Bedaquiline, thus ensuring
cheaper and wider access
to the drug. Currently, Be-
daquiline tablets are
priced at $400 per six-
month treatment course.
‘ Bedaquiline is a crucial
| drug in the treatment of
multi-drug resistant TB pa-
tients for whom the first-
line drug treatment has

stopped working.

Evergreening attempts
Since 2007, J& had in-
dulged in ‘evergreening’ —
a strategy to extend the life
of patents about to expire
in order to retain revenues
from them - by making
multiple claims in its appli-
cations for patent
extensions.

When the firm filed for
evergreening of its patent
on fumarate salt (a formu-
lation salt of Bedaquiline),
the practice was chal-
lenged by TB survivors
Nandita Venkatesan and
Phumeza Tisile.

“We filed a patent chal-
lenge in 2019, because we
wanted to ensure that saf-
er, oral and efficacious
drug Bedaquiline was
available to all people who
need it,” Ms. Venkatesan
told The Hindu.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

India rejects J&J patent
extension on TB drug

Our attempt to break the monopoly of a pharma
company over this life saving drug has been suc-
cessful,” Ms. Venkatesan said.

‘No inventive step’

J&J had sought a patent extension on the basis of
its claim that it had invented the method for mak-
ing a derivative of quinoline in its salt form. Ho-
wever, in her order passed on Thursday, Latika
Dawara, Assistant Controller of Patents and De-
signs, stated that the invention claimed was ob-
vious and does not involve any inventive step, and
is therefore non-patentable.

Section 3(d) of the Patents Act states that salt
forms and derivatives of known substances are
not patentable.

According to the latest available estimates, in
2019, over 55,000 patients who had developed
multi-drug resistant TB could have benefited from
access to Bedaquiline. As of March 2020, only a lit-
tle over 10,000 of these patients had accessed the
drug.



What is The Difference?

What is Type of Government |Common Post-Reg.

Protected? How Long? |Law? Body? Law ? Mark Exclusive Rights

“Patent Patent
Patents Inventions 15-20 Yrs Federal USPTO Pending” GCranted LIELCRYERSEIMIgg]elelgs
State &
Trademarks Brands Indefinitely Federal USPTO ™ ® Use within Class
U.S. Reproduce, Make
Copyright “Copyright Derivative Works,
Copyrights Artwork 70-170 Yrs  Federal Office 2019" © Perform, Display
State & “Confidenti Prevent

Trade Secrets Information Indefinitely Federal None al” None Misappropriation
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India’s push for semiconductors

Why is the Indian gox

_hindu com/the_hindu

in the countrv? What advan do India hold? Will the ernment’s

semiconductor ambition be lmited?

chain © 1ndia. The push
ors, oF mlttm(«i (Il’l\llu. Is

NATIONS are IrVINg Lo Turm away
China's dominance in the space, following

ta age
themselves from supply chain
vulnerabilitses.

Why is the government encouraging
semiconductor manuf
or Eabrication units, ar fabs,
turn raw elements such as into
Integrated circults that are fit to be a pan
-ally

of practically all electronic har
the workl. Fabs are highly
capital-intensive undertakings,

igh-qualiny supply of
water, electricity, and insulatson from the
elements, reflect high of
predision, cost and capital needed to

make the sophisticated circuits.
Countries have Wlod strategic value
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turn slicon into semiconductors, require

e Chinese semiconductor industry.

Are fabs opening in India?
Tht mmm(‘s lmm India agency

the SIA warned, and ent
billions of dollars. But companies that

here, zsalururpornono(
s globally
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Tho push for semiconductocs,

of further indigenising the industry, wil
chievable.”

is far
Tmoe Bressing now, 35 these
chips are found in practically

geopolrical pressures to
.

Business School said & a testimory to the
U.S.-China Economic and Security Review
Commission.

suppty chain velnerabiities.

While facibties for sssemblog
firished been

T I’
be Hmite: growing in s2eadly,
The mn‘ of s 2 for Making chipsets and

play and
semiconductor fabs is one of the strategic
and economic goals of Indla’s electronics

and breaking new ground on ambitious
Plans connected & popular brands such
3s Apple is something that the Unson

Assembly and Test (OSAT) are less

2= 3 whale will be worth $300 billian by
the Gnancial year 2025-26.
‘While fu'neslorummbhm finished

and
Ashwini Valshnaw sald tha the first
fab would

In cornering segments of the vale chain

for fabs, even as the and

caps ed to run them have climbed
pulled ahead of

year,
global sales from fabs, according to a

report e Semsconductor Industry
Assoclation (SIA).

be announced in the coming weeks.

set up. and generate better
. the SIA pointed out. The OSAT
set-ups take care of the less capital-inten-

be captive units of large ‘While

are equally eager

1 accomplish.
The appears to be
developing the parts of the ecosystem
foe sustainable growth

Foxconn's assembly facilitles are being
tourted as creating several and

Can and

products both be made in India?

The S1A, which represents the bulk of
uEaCTUTers In

mast valusble facilites gmly are
ta ling Apple devices,
which account for a fraction of

sold in ndia

‘What other advantage does India

sﬂ'ﬂkoﬂldl(lol A l.ht U.S.
1t's not just India that & wary of this d elsewhere, said in a report with APCO
dominance. The U.S. passed the CHIPS Worldwide in February that India showd . | have?
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A large part of semmi conductor
manufactriog imotses design
ard ntelectust bsbour. India
has an advantage here, 2z 3
large portion of semiconductor
design engineers globally are
«ither Indian or Indan-crgin.

Why is India’s CAMPA at odds
with new IPCC report?

Why is afforestation contested in India? What does CAMPA

Whyv are natural ecosystems

Yasudevan Mukunth
The story so far:

Afforestation is also codified in the
canme ory Afforestation Fund
erscnt and Planning Authocity
u.umu abody chalred by the

report released on Mﬂlth 20, that
i thae
A of the Intergovernmental Panel on

destroyed — a finding that speaks to
increasingly contested policy in mam that
has allowed forests in one part of

counery o be cut down
with thase chewhere.

Why Is afforestation contested?
india has committed to adding “an
additional {cumulative) carbon sink of
253 GrCO2e o additsanal forest
and tree cover by 2030", = part of ies
climate commitments to the

When forest land i€ diverted to
non -forest use, such as bullding 3 dam or
2mine, that land can longer provide its

ecosystem services nor host
bmdm:suy

Why does CAMPA matt:
The money pndslmmaiundowrs«nb)
fhe CAMPA. As of 2019, the fund tad

facilitating the destruction of natural
ecosystems In exchange for forests to be
set up in faraway places.

‘Why do natural ecosystems matter?
Research has found that nature

say. does

a natural sal forest lost to a development

project in. say, Central Indian forests in

Terms of Blodiversity, local ireliboods.
services, and

carbon,” Sharachchandra Lele,

in
Policy and Governance, Ashoka Trust for
Research in Ecology
Environment, Bengalury, told The Hindu
by email.
~Of these, sequestered carbon recovers
der bue

sequestered in a nacural forest” Dr. Lele
“Within the climate acthon ecosystem,
finding]

[the report's 1 means

climate action, such as technologies 1o
combat climate change, le energy
farms, etc., s not come 3 the cost of

co
natural ecosystems,” sald Neha Sinha, a
conservation biclogist.
How do compare to
rencwable encrgy?

The IPCC report also found that the sole
option (among those evaluated) w!

mare matigating potential than msum.g
conversion of natural ecosystems" was

THE GIST
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“an additicaal [cunmdative)
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fire for facikzating the
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nd
But many solar parks in india have
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forests to be zot up n faraway
places.
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than wind power, yet stilll less expensive
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tO02e.
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Registration of electric
vehicles (EV) in India
in 2023 calendar year

In lakh. Minister Nitin
2 78 Gadkari informed the
® Lok Sabha that electric
vehicle registrations in India rose to 10.20
lakh in 2022 from 3.29 lakh in 2021. Data
on Andhra Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh is
included as they are in the process of

migrating to the Vahan portal. PTI




295.8 million

In a country with the third largest road network in the world, the total number of
vehicles in fiscal year 2019 stood at 295.8 million.
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Figure 1: Global short-term EV share of new passenger Figure 2: Global long-term EV share of new passenger

vehicle sales by region vehicle sales by region
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Energy transition investment

China invested more than any other
country, with the U.S. in second place

Global investment in energy transition by country, 2020

United States _ 85
Germany - 29

Renewable energy

m Electrified transport
Japan l 27
United Kingdom . 26 " Electrified heat
France . 20 ® Energy storage
Netherlands I 19 2 CCS
Spain I 13
E Hydrogen
Norway . 9
Brazil 9
$ billion 0 25 50 75 100 125 150

Source: BloombergNEF




Embracing future tech

As of end 2019, the world had 7.2 million electric cars, a 40% jump over 2018. While
1.6% of cars in China are EVs, electric cars comprise just 0.07% of the cars in India.
Moreover, Norway, Iceland, Netherlands and Sweden have an even higher percentage.

Electric cars as a proportion of the number of cars in a country (in %)

Norway* si= 13
Iceland geg 4.4
Netherlands o 2.7
Sweden o o d
China 1.6 Z
India _<— 0.07 4

*In case of Norway, the second-hand imported EVs (about 10% of passenger car sales in 2019) were not
counted to avoid double counting with exporting countries.

Source: Global EV Outlook 2020, International Energy Agency
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Israeli raid in occupied West Bank

kills 25-vear-old Palestinian man

-~

AeuTeRs

Isreli forces shot dead » Palestinian man on Thursday, the

iz

Ramadan as the.

th Ministry ssid, the first kifing in
Aerrey s it tarpeted an armed

the occuped

suspect. Aemir imad Abu Khadija, 25, was shot in the head and lower
limniss in Tulkanm, the statement added. arr

Fit to width

TAIFERL
Taiwan recalls envoy to Honduras
over Foreign Minister’s China visit

aruTeas

-
Taiman recalied on Thursday its ambassador to Honduras over 3
visit by Tegucigaipa's Foreign Minister to China. The snnouncerment
came as Hondhran Foreign Minister Eduardo Envique Reina was
Peading to China to hold talks on the establshment of diplommatic
relazions with Beging. &rv

WWASHINCTON
TikTok chief fac ling in US.
Congress Committee as ban looms

ANKARA

Turkish Parliament commission
approves Finland’s NATO bid

-
THCTols RO e X1 Clobiw Wil ) gt o the darvbond of ks covinim
nEhe US, ashe larserriabonrs cver the femm’

Chinese
House Encrgy 3nd Commernce Commitiee ower Its fear that Seiing.
could subrert the site for SPYINE o to push propaganda. Are

another step towsed mem|

The Turkish Pariament’s foreign affsirs commission
ratifyng Fintand's bid to join NATO, effectively tabing Helsink
bership of the trans-Atlantic pact. The
Pariament's gencral assembly stll needs 10 approws
expected 10 do 50 before it closes in mid ApriL ReuTERs

spproved a Bik

The Bill and is

Israel passes law protecting
Netanyahu amid protests

The law would protect him from being deemed unfit to rule because of his ¢

n trial; it is

the first of the several legislations that make up the Prime

TEL AVIV

srael’s Parllament on
- Thursday passed the
several laws

protesters opposing the
changes staged another
demonstratons
aimed at raising
what they see as the coun-
try’s descent  toward
aumocracy.

Thousands of people
protested throughout the

abating, especially as the
overhaul moves ahead.
Benja-
min Netanyabu's coalition
approved legislation thac
would protect the Israell
leader from being deemed
unt to rule because of his
corruption trial and claims
of a condlict of interest sur-
rounding his Involverent

Cleaved apart: Pobon use water Canon as demonstratons take part
in the “Day of Shutdown™ in Tel Aviv on Thursdan REUTERS

in the legal changes.
The legal changes have
split the nation between
those who see the new pol-
Ictes as stripping Esrael of
s democratc ideals and
thase who think the coun-

ry has been overrun by a
Dberal Judiciary. The go-
vernment's  plan_ has
plunged the nearly 75-year-
Sld rmation into ane of its

worst domestic crises.
“Either lsnl:l -ﬂl be a
Jewish, democ and

overhaul

stability by Israel’s Jewish
majority. is enmeshed i
the politcal conflict, as
reservists are refus-
ing to show up for duty ov-
er the changes. Israel’s in-
ternational alies have ako
expressed concern.
The law to protect Mr.
Netayabni_passed in en
moming vote 61-47 n
Toract's 120-mest Knneaset, or
Parliament.
It stipulates that a Prime
Minister can
deemed unfit to rule for
easons
his go-
that
the

progressive state or reli-

LONDON

UK. Foreign s«mar)

James

day. sought to a]lay securt-
<o af the Indian

Following protests at High
Commission, UK. seeks to
assure India on security

h sn.idh:——.uinlqu:hwil—h Spit-over effects Police push back the protesters of the Khabstan

" London o

Lo and govern

ent n New nelhi on (he Dozens of polloe officers
macter. had guarded High

“Acts of iolence to-

wards staff at the Indian
High Commission in Loa-

er Foredgn Minister and a
promiient —snpparter - of
protest  movement,

:o&d Israel Army Radio.
opposttion is rooted
n broad swaths of soclety
— including business lead-

ers and top legal

Even the country’s mili-

tary, seen as a beacon of  his corruption tr

don are and 1
have made our position
chear to the High Commis-

the cordon. threw water
bottles, Aares and Ink bal-
looms acrass the road ac the
premises and the officers.

s,
dlnn

rence” and retaliating by
lowering protection for the
resndznne of the
Commissioner to In-

dia in New Delhi.
In Tuesday's statement,
Mr. Cleverly sald the UK
would atways take the se-

sald the UK. lnﬂa relation-
ship was “thriving™ .

“We want to build dgq»
er ties between the
and India for the l'umre
he sakd.

Zelensky visits
frondine; ‘new
plan of attack
in the works’

Associated Press

w¥iv

Ukraine’s Presi an
Thursday made his third
visi in two days to areas

as a senjor Kylv com

der hinted that a brewing
Ukranian  counterol
sive coul
soon”

Russian

Wednesday, Mr. Ze-
lensky visited Kharkiv, the
country’s  second-largest
city in northeastern Uk-

Zelensky met with troops
in the eastern Donetsk
region.

In Ramzan
call, Saudi and
Iran officials
vow to meet

RIVADH

The Saudi and Iranian Fo-
relgn Ministers spoke by
phone to mark the begin-

eral recon-
ciliation deal, Riyadh sald
o Thuar:
The Miniszer,

i ¥ Farhan,
Amir-Abdol-

on the occasion of the holy
month of . which

on Thursday in both
countries.

Visitors on tourist,
business visas can
apply for jobs in US.

WASHINGTON

The US. has announced
that individuals wzvulnnn
to the country on a

ness or tourist visa — nx

I Inferviews, bus the pros-
pective employees maist

ensure that they have
= eir visa status
before i1 new role.

B-13nd B-2 visas are gen-

Iy travelling for tourism

"
Ina and a series of
eweets, the US. Citize tizership

Protests over
pensions take

a violent turn
in France

IThe MOove Comes as

thousands of highly PARE

skilled foreign-born
T

Hundreds of thousands of
workers in the LS,
were recently laid off

pen-
and Immigration Services | sion reform., with protests
CUSCES) sakd on Wed!

Inesday
when noalmmigrant 'vollt oth_;: citles.
e
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that they have no option
but to leave the country
within 60 days.
'I'h: mowve by the USCIS
hagh-
l’ *lkd foreign-born
Tkers, In-
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Pakistan election body postpones Punjab
polls; Imran Khan says Consututlon vnolated

LAMORE

1n 2 hate-night order is-

2
dy has dt!w\vd Ass-tmbly
o=

and fresh
Seheuie will be iaued m
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sued on Wednd . the Mr. Khan
Election Commissson of due course of tme with  the ECPs move, calling it a
(BECF) sakd that af- poll dae October 8~ of s
ter considering the reports in Punjab
before the com- and the Khyber Pak- “We dissolved our 2 pro-
mission. it has = were  vincial legislatures with ex-
that it is impossible to hold obved that

ApTil 30~ “honestly, justy,
fxirly, in  a peaceful
manner”.
The ECP said that it “he-
reby withdraws the elec-
e
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ANKARA
Turkish Parliament commission
approves Finland’s NATO bid

The Turkish Parliament's foreign affairs commission approved a Bill
ratifying Finland's bid to join NATO, effectively taking Helsinki
another step toward membership of the trans-Atlantic pact. The
Parliament's general assembly still needs to approve the Bill and is
expected to do so before it closes in mid-April. REUTERS




Member states shown in dark green

Abbreviation

Formation

Type
Headquarters
Membership
Official language
Secretary General

Chair of the NATO
Military Committee

Supreme Allied
Commander
Europe

Supreme Allied
Commander
Transformation

Expenses (2021)

NATO, OTAN

4 April 1949 (73 years
ago)

Military alliance
Brussels, Belgium

30 states [show]
English and French!!!
Jens Stoltenberg

Lt. Admiral Rob Bauer,
Royal Netherlands
Navy

General Christopher G.
Cavoli, United States
Army

Général Philippe
Lavigne, French Air and
Space Force

US$1.050 trillion?!
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Visitors on tourist,
business visas can
apply for jobs in U.S.

Press Trust of India
WASHINGTON

The U.S. has announced
that individuals travelling
to the country on a busi-
ness or tourist visa — B-1
and B-2 — can apply for
new jobs and even appear
in interviews, but the pros-
pective employees must
ensure that they have
changed their visa status
before starting a new role.

B-1and B-2 visas are gen-
erally referred to as “B vi-
sas”, and they are the most
common types of visa is-
sued for a wide range of us-
es in the U.S. The B-1 visa is
issued mainly for short-
term business trips, while
the B-2 visa is issued main-
ly travelling for tourism
purposes.

In a note, and a series of
tweets, the U.S. Citizenship

The move comes as
thousands of highly
skilled foreign-born
workers in the U.S.
were recently laid off

and Immigration Services
(USCIS) said on Wednesday
when nonimmigrant work-
ers are laid off, they may
not be aware of their op-
tions and may, in some in-
stances, wrongly assume
that they have no option
but to leave the country
within 60 days.

The move by the USCIS
came as thousands of high-
ly skilled foreign-born
workers, including In-
dians, in the U.S., have lost
their jobs due to a series of
recent layoffs at companies
like Google, Microsoft and
Amazon.
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Maruti to raise

ces on in;
COSL pressure. emission norms

5 India Lid. said

it would raise prices

models will be kmpacted. Marut jotns rival Tata

Motars and

ker Fero
who have also said they would rasse prices by

and 2% respectively, as mey ‘no;-le "Ih

Increased costs to meet

Brakes India unveils platinum

brake
Brakes India intre

pads would cater to the fromt

for luxury cars

roduced Mm:m bfnk! pads for
hxury cars under the “TVS Apache” . The

-msm:u-

platisnum
t«‘hm and

the premsum segment,” sald Sujit S. Nayak, \'P

Frictian and

Aftermarkes Business.

~In the firs

plmse.dhe brake pads are being introduced Tor
select huxur; e added.

¥ car

GST appellate tribunal may be
headed by a former SC judge

New tax tribunal

cted to address

of unresolved

s, thus lowering the burden

on courts and taxpayers; single-member bench will hear disputes involving less than 350 lakh

upreme  Court
ke ox & former Chict s

tice of a High Court and ks
framework may permat the
resolution of disputes In-
vohving dues or fines of less
than I50 kakh by a single-
member bench.

Amendments to the GST
laws 1o enable the tribu-
nal's constitution, are ex-
pected to be introduced in
the Lok Sabha.

Expediting dispute resolution

A by exqudges is semed o

A e s Bte trisun ot e e
resolution of GST disputes

= Amesdmens 50 GST kyws to enatle tibanrs
e pecoez

.

—

‘While there will be one
principal bench of the Ap-

benches, appeals pertain-

ing to disputes of less than
2SO lakh that don't deal
with a question of kw
could be decided by a sin-

le-member bench. as per

the norms approved by the
GST Coundal.

In February, the Council
had reached a broad con-

sensus on the long-aw:
appellate body s func(lot\
i d the

Roy, dlrecl or a8 Nangia An-

. ~Establishment of
Appeiiate tribunal would
result in lower burden on
the courts and taxpayers.”

Hindenburg
shorts Jack
Dorsey’s Block.
shares plunge

Beuters
Hindenbung Research on
i short

Govt. to exercise green shoe
option for HAL offer-for-sale

The Finance Ministry on Thursday decikded o
the

bers and understated its

Fitch affirms Adani
Ports’ ‘BBB- rating,
flags ‘contagion risks’

MuUMEAL

Fitch Ratings, which on
Thursday afermed its
BBB- Tating on Adani

pose even the group’s ro-
bust cash-generative
businesses such as APSEZ
to higher contagion risks.”
Fitch Ratings sasd.

“Fitch's governance as-

Sensex slips as
i T

weigh on

benchmark

MUNEAL

The Sensex declined O.
on'l‘hurs&yl.uS‘lQZSl:d.

pect
Zone Lid. (APSEZ) with a
“stable” ouzlook however

risks

Shares of Block shd 20%.
in pre-market tra
our Zyear invesiga:

flagged
thit India’s largest port op-
erator faces from Its parent
Zroup’s w sses.

ton has
Block has s,summuuy @
of the de-

es, including highly con-

mographics i claims 1o be
helping.” Hindenburg said
n a note on its website.

ed " tnvescments,

re
view that the mndmhmz

report
Issucs at tee Adant Group
“has a limited near-term
impact on APSEZ’s cost of
funding and access a the
current rating level.” the
credit rating firm added.

2.
fell 1.69%, Kotak Bank slid
1.49%, HCL Tech last 1.4%
and Wipro
“Although most of the
other Astan Indices e
out gains cheering that the
US: Fed may §o soft on
e hikes, lJocal markets
Failed o Follow suse sad
sl\nkum Chouhan, Head,
arch (Retalh,
Kotzk Securnies.

Govt. said to
seek data on
banks’

d" if the crisis splmls
iun'her. banker

n( some US. re

uaal.
 Capal Bconomscs, ho-
said some vulnera-
b\lnes furk. A high ratio of
forming Joans and
Tow reguiatory capital are
causes for Shilan
Shah, deputy chief emerng-
Ing markets economist at
Capital Economics, wrote
in a note this week.

MARKETS
-~
MARKEY wAvCH

Chalet Hotels

to acquire The
Dukes Retreat
for 133 cr. EV

MUMBAL

Hotels Lrd. (CHL), a
aheja Corp, sakd

IT risks: Accenture to
axe 19,000 jobs, cuts
net, revenue outlook

Seuters

Accenture Pl sad on
Thursday &

r
of The Dukes Retreat, an
SO-TOOM Tresort in Lonava-
la, for an emerprise value
(EV) of TI33 crore.
letion of the
Iy

d upgrade the pe
Perty to “reposkion it as an
upper-upscale lifes-
tyle T

the worsen-

orpo-
T
also

rimmed reve-
nue growth and profit fore-
casts, amid worries that re-

currency,
with 8% to 1%

would technol-

BOE follows Fed as central banks keep
increasing rates amid banking turmoil

Reuters

The Bank of England on

Thursday followsd the Fed-
ral Reserve and the Swiss

mea.l Bank In rahlrlln

an
against inflation in

face of the Instability that

rocke banking

banks could press on with
dghtenis after the
collapse of two US. len-

around the globe, ensnar-
ing E\nmpes |s7yeav -old

Just to more chall!w
ecomomic and lending con
ditioes ahead

The Index of top Euro-
was  down

Mr. Powell sought ©

slomm US. economy.

On Wednesday, the Fed-
eral Reserve indicated it
was on the verge of paus-
ing creases.

of
ley Bank “falled badly™
Thiese are not weaknesses
that are running
through the g ing =
temm e said. adding that

the takeover of Credit
Sutsse seemed to have
been a positive outcol

Shriram Life insurance has
unvelled a ‘Misslon FY25

igital initiatives.
Under (he plan, the firm
Increase rural pene-

tration from 44% to 60%,
digital payments from 45%
to 70%, to touch ILOOO
<rore in revenue from nds-
vi

dual  busn policies,
and settle 9% non-nvesti-
gative i within 6

Sport

Nikhat, Lovlina, Nitu and Saweety slug
their way to the threshold of glory

WORLD BOXING

NEW DELHI

it was a treat for the Indian
fans as all the four home
boxers,

including World
z

women’ g cham-

pionships at the K.D. Jad-

hanv Hall here on Thussday.

Commonwealth Games
Nt

Gritty display: Nitu. right, rose to the chalkenge against

Balkibekova. £x MCORT

Aslan dnnwn Alua Bal-

48k and Asian cham-
pion Saweety Boora (Stke)
were her Indians
who won.

N sil-

it shocked Worlds
wer medallist and current
O S

2. The hard-hic-
ting Alua & Soc th

round, but the undaunted
Nitu, who had lost to the
same opponent In the pre-
wvious edition, rallled to ex-
ecute quick

from close range to take
X1 WO,

nal in a different weigh
Utilising the experience

af her victory over

paw Ingrit in a 2019 Bl

dina cutsmarted Chi-

es
o win the first round be-
i Lis  powerpacked

dnuhie leftab-and-right
in the third to

ensure victory.

an,
it Vden(la 5-0 and mad|
her second

1 edge out Australian Em-
ma. 43,

Auspicious
Governor’s

BENGALURU: Auspicious Queen.
oo &t Sl ek sy -3,« e
ey

amd
Foabe OF Law (113 Jaga deosts 50

Queen primed to deliver in
Trophy on concluding day

| 3??22%;%55

CHAMPION JocKEY TROPEY
e 2!

100w, rased 20 10

Jeet S GZ5. 2. Kemsingt
P_————

LA Bozarie 62,3, Anakin (5

= [

G2 4 Sckhmce (31 Fayan 1.
3o Suzceas 1) Vivek 80, 6
Cinoo e dath Appu 55,
7. The mmtruder (33 %. Prade

Srinath 56, 10. Paradise Beckons
oK 56, 31, Perfect Halo
Biguah K 56 e 12 b Vikram
) Jagaceesh 53
H Lz T,
2 anrn
= CaTIATE Geance
s EoE CouRAG
Do — AusPicIoUs
=y
%567 8and 9. Tr w3 2and
3,08 4,5 308 & o
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GST appellate tribunal may be
headed by a former SC judge

New tax tribunal expected to address pile-up of unresolved legal cases, thus lowering the burden

on courts and taxpayers; single-member bench will hear disputes involving less than 50 lakh

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

he Goods and Ser-
T vices Tax (GST) Ap-
pellate Tribunal is
likely to be headed by a
former Supreme Court
judge or a former Chief Jus-
tice of a High Court and its
framework may permit the
resolution of disputes in-
volving dues or fines of less
than Z50 lakh by a single-
member bench.
Amendments to the GST
laws to enable the tribu-
nal’s constitution, are ex-

pected to be introduced in
the Lok Sabha.

Expediting dispute resolution

A new appellate tribunal headed by ex-judges is aimed at

expediting resolution of GST disputes

GOODS & SERVICE TAX

INTRAL 65T & CUSTOMS

D TONE Fo

B Amendments to GST laws to enable tribunal’s
constitution expected to be introduced in LS

B Low value cases
| (upto 350 lakh)
s« may be handled

l by single-member
benches

® Currently,
taxpayers file
W writ petitions
burdening the
High Courts

While there will be one
principal bench of the Ap-
pellate Tribunal in New
Delhi and several State
benches, appeals pertain-

ing to disputes of less than
350 lakh that don’t deal
with a question of law
could be decided by a sin-
gle-member bench, as per

the norms approved by the
GST Council.

In February, the Council
had reached a broad con-
sensus on the long-awaited
appellate body’s function-
ing. Tax experts said the
delay in setting up the Ap-
pellate Tribunal has led to
a pile-up of unresolved le-
gal matters over the tax.

“Currently, taxpayers
are filing writ petitions to
directly move the High
Court,” said Tanushree
Roy, director at Nangia An-
dersen. “Establishment of
Appellate tribunal would
result in lower burden on
the courts and taxpayers.”
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SENTENCED TOTWO YEARS IN JAIL BY SURAT COURT

Rahul convicted in defamation case,
Cong scrambles to keep himin House

Courtsuspends
sentence, gives
him 30daysto
file an appeal

KAMAAL SAIYED
SURAT. MARCH 23

ASURAT court Thursday con

victed Congress eader Rahul

Candhi who is MP from G ion his I 3¢ Dethi ai
Wanamadin ¥erals. canweridis.  onThursday. Cowndrs foder  RELATED PaAGESTLY?
i if 2
2t coust stanys the commac

ourt
when Chuef Judicial
Magimrate HH

o bis ande, O Verma ssid

e — ~ha= proved his case
le SARIN OF vt bl wittee
ana
O IC1S BOARD Secronic evidence 5
The case against Candhi was
T ATEANE. i e bz remark “Why do all
- AN thiew
XBB.1.16 CASES Hic made the remark on Apel 1
ARRESTED FAKEPMO 20 dusing an clecton rally =
i i 2ok
OFFICIAL HELD MEET In itz order in Gujarati. the
0. court observed that ~the com

plaint was Jodged mot oaly
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Can avert disqualification
as MP if conviction stayed

offence and sntenced to impes-
APURVA VISHWANATH camen
NEVY DEL ML MARCH 23

TRICCERING THE pr m
mediate disqualifica Sor a further
ticn from Pardliament 2 1e3 six years since his =
Surat court Thursday | &= ase~

onzress = cever, the dis
Rabul Candhi to two =+ qualification can be
years in jail in 22019 |2 @  versed if 2 hugher court

Frants 3 stay on the

“Modi®  coavictionor decides the appeal

Unsustainable judgment,
will challenge legally and
politically, says Cong

spokesperson Abhishek Manu
Singhvi said the government's
to create 2 chiling effect.

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHL MARCH 23

T7.00 (T2 BRAR & RAPUR. P12 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

Police: Amritpal was in
Haryana, woman who
gave shelter arrested

Vi
CHANDIGARS, MARCH 23

THE POUCE have arrested 2 30

Amritpal Singh,

Punjab Dechicf whobasbeenon  Amritpal Singh
the run for six days, and his as
socate at her home in
Kurukshetra district. Punjab IC 1C (Headquarters) Gill told

Sukthchain Sgh Cill said. reporters thas Baljt was e
Police thewoman  in a joint operation Thursday

STATING THAT it would chal-  <fioct onopn foaries sechre.

speed
lating to public interes will not

= the Surat court's decision
n er court. stop et b or the

on Thursday said RKahal Cong
Candhi's conviction in_the Soca after the cowrt order.
ncasewasaninfirm,  Rahul i Hinchi e
erroncous and unsustainable™  Mahatma Candhi: "My religion
judgment. is based an truth and noo-vio-

While alleging that the gov-  lence. &= ey God and

move swify tocks-  violence the means to achieve
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Colomy in the Shahbad
Markanda area on the night of
March 19 — a day after evading
arrest in Punjab.

UK to review security at
India House; mounted
police, chopper at protest
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Shortly after Adani, Hindenburg

shorts Jack Dorsey’s firm Block

REUTERS
March 23

HINDENBURG RESEARCH ON Thurs-
day disclosed short positions in Block
and alleged that the Jack Dorsey-led
payments firm overstated its user
numbersand understated its customer
acquisition costs.

Shares of Blockslid 20%to0 $57.85
in premarket trading following the
report. If losses hold through the ses-
sion,shares could record their steepest
percentage fall since March 2020.

"Our 2-year investigation has con-
cluded that Block has systematically
taken advantage of the demographics
it claims to be helping,'the short seller
said inanote published on its website.

Blockdid notimmediatelyrespond
toa Reutersrequest for comment.

The US short-seller, behind a mar-
ket rout of over $100 billion in the
Adani Group,saidinitsreport thatfor-
mer Block employees estimated that

ANOTHER ROUT LOOMS
75172.65 Block
B Previous (share
close price in $)

70
\

65

99

50

7:00 pm

OINSIDE

Adani Power under short

@IST 7.40 pm

term ASM again PAGE 10

40%-75% of accounts they reviewed
were fake, involved in fraud, or were
additional accounts tied to a single
individual. Reuters could notverify the
claimsraised in the report.
Hindenburg added that Block
"obfuscates"howmanyindividualsare
on the Cash App platform byreporting
misleading"transactingactive"metrics
filledwith fakeand duplicateaccounts.
Hinderburg added that co-
founders Jack Dorsey and James McK-
elvey collectivelysold over $1 billion of
stockduringthe pandemicasthecom-
pany's share price soared.
Otherexecutivesincludingfinance
chief Amrita Ahuja and the lead man-
ager for Cash App Brian Grassadonia
also dumped millions of dollars in
stock, the reportadded.
About 5.29% of Block's free float
shares were in short position as of
March 22,according to Ortex data.

Continued on Page 2



Siddhartha Mohanty
tipped to be new
LIC chairman

AN INDIAN GOVERNMENT body
tasked with picking candidates for
top positions in state-run banks
and financial institutions has rec-
ommended Siddhartha Mohanty
as the chairman of Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC), the
Financial Services Institutions
Bureau said on Thursday. REUTERS



Section (109) of the Goods and
Service Tax Act, 2017 (CGST
Act) mandates the constitution
of a GST Appellate Tribunal
(GSTAT) and its Benches.

The GST Appellate Tribunal
(GSTAT) is a specialized
authority to resolve disputes
related to GST laws at the
appellate level.

ATl 3R dar &2 Ay,
2017 (Eehwadr sifafage)
$r 4T (109) ShuEe
AT FITATTRIRIoT
(SheEdiud)) 3R s@er dier
& ST F AT T &

GST 3Tl =TT OT
(GSTAT) 3dTellT ¥R 9T GST
Flefeil & HfSd faarer s
g A & foT T Ay
gifereoT &l




« The principal bench of the GSTAT will be located in New Delhi, and each state
can decide on the number of benches or boards they require, subject to GST
council approval.

» The bench will consist of two judicial members and two technical members, with
the selection panel including a senior judicial member from the State High Court.

e STTEATE &1 guTed 9IS g ool H FUT gefl, 3R 9l TT SHuder
Waﬂm%mmawwmaﬁa?rmwﬁoﬁﬁm%l

ﬁﬁawﬁ%wmﬁaﬂﬁw&nﬁﬁm Sad T 3=
AT & Teh dRSe A& T Aied dIded Usdol I



https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/goods-and-services-tax-council/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/goods-and-services-tax-council/

* Under GST, if a person is not satisfied with the decision passed by any lower court, an appeal
can be raised to a higher court, the hierarchy for the same is as follows (from low to high):

1.Adjudicating Authority
2.Appellate Authority
3.Appellate Tribunal
4.High Court

5.Supreme Court

. %ﬂ;%a %fr?rggﬂé mﬁﬂ:ﬁ 31§Md qq%rtfqmm saﬁuqola{

. AuiTTes grfereRvoT
« AT YT IoT
« AT 3TERI0T
» GIgehIC
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Why need such Tribunal?

Unburden judiciary: GST Appellate Tribunal will help resolve the rising number of disputes under the
68-month old indirect tax regime that are now clogging High Courts and other judicial fora.

Improve efficiency of GST System: Overall, the establishment of the GST Appellate Tribunal is expected
to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the GST system in India.

UV FIRATTRIOT hT AT hdl FAT g7

dSTHFT ~IUTfelT: SHTHCT NI IR 68 Hgld WAl UcTET HY TIEAT &
ded TadTal T SgcT FE&IAT Fl ol el H HGG SN ol 36 o7 et 3R ey
Tk HAl I d¢ T g T

GST YUTTell AT G&TdT H FUR: el [HelR, GST el «IITTURIOT hT TATYAT H HART H
GST YUTTell T GaTaT 3R THaqMIc 7 FUR gl 1 371G &




Independent mechanism: The proposed Tribunal will provide an independent and efficient
mechanism for resolving disputes related to GST.

Avoid tax evasion: It will help to expedite the resolution of disputes, reduce the burden on the
judiciary, and promote greater certainty and predictability in the GST system.

FIAF TT: FEANAT Cegeiel SNUAECT ¥ Fd fadmear & o el & [olT Ueh Fcd
3R A T FeTel |

HT I H a0 Ig fAaer & JATYT & doll ollel, sIrddlfelhl I dIsT &l hd I
3R Sheadr gomell &7 31fe AREAAT 3R qa-gaTdr A Je1aT &7 H HAce |




Income Tax Appellate Tribunal
(ITAT) was the first Tribunal in India to
be created on 25th January, 1941 and is

also known as ‘Mother Tribunal’! And
it functions under the Ministry of Law
and Justice and not the obvious looking
Ministry of Finance.

Selehdl corl 3dTole feegsiel (ITAT) 25
STAa, 1941 &I AT I-™AT ART &I
ugell fgsgetel AT IR 38 AT feegetel
& AT T N F=T Jar g 3R TJg
Hlefel 3R AT HATCI & dgd A
T § o T Tose fg@er arer fod
HATTT & dgd|
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®* Recently, the Prime Minister has unveiled a Vision Document to

roll out high-speed 6G Communication Services by 2030 and also

launched Bharat 6G Project to 1dentify and fund research and

deployment of the next-generation technology in India.
* TIA T H, T Tl 7 2030 ok T-TUTS 6G HA HATH! ol U 132

A o {oTQ Teh TS SoR—IHE ST ST {ohaT & ST WK § STl dig
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6G: Vision & mission

Mission to run 1n two phases till 2030 o ﬁm:[ 2030 d<h a T:l'{trﬁ ﬁ T:lﬁTr[

To make India 6G R&D, manufacturing e UdHhl 6G R&D. A=Ite
? )

hub
At 1Tbps, 6G to be 100 times faster than
5G
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About 6G Technology

®* G (sixth-generation wireless) 1s * G (D3l UGl ollqic:w) 5G @F:IDFIT
the successor to SG cellular deh1eh ohl SAUTHRI T
technology. 6G -1ZTeh 5G =EToh sh! T H I

6G networks will be able to use ST T ST R H H&H Bl
higher frequencies than 5G AR HThT ATTH &THaT AR o gd hH

networks and provide ERERIREHEEZUI

substantially higher capacity and 6G 3T o TI&AT H U Ush Uah
much lower latency. HTSshiEehe-TaetedT Gei T T
One of the goals of 6G internet will AT BT

be to support one microsecond-

latency communication.



This 1s 1,000 times faster — or
1/1000th the latency — than one
millisecond throughput.

Working in conjunction with
artificial intelligence (Al), the
computational infrastructure of 6G
will autonomously determine the
best location for computing to
occur; this includes decisions about
data storage, processing and

sharing.

* IE Toh THATHERS YUe shl TeAT H
1,000 THT ST — AT foIeiareT o
1/1000aT — 2|

* BRI Seforeid (Al)
T T L BY, 6G
IS IHTELFAL H (T

NN NI e

2 o [0 ST 9 9 9919
T e s s9H 2T
GUEUT, GETe 31T TTSITh0T o
I § fAuty s 2




6G 1s expected to support data rates of 1 terabyte per
second.

It seeks to utilize the terahertz band of frequency which

1s currently unutilized.

Terahertz waves fall between infrared waves and
microwaves on the electromagnetic spectrum.

These waves are extremely tiny and fragile, but there’s a
huge amount of free spectrum up there that would allow for

spectacular data rates.
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6G will contribute to fill the gap between beyond-
2020 societol and business demands and what 56
(and its predecessors) can support 190 Gbs
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Significance

® The project will provide an * I YTISHT YA H TWE-319 :
R&D platform to start-ups, ‘\Tﬁ‘a?:h_cﬁ?}ﬁ I 3 3T

researchers, industry and other SITEae IR W}éﬁ
broadband wireless 3-TTa-g, TTS 4T, T

applications 1n India like e- SiTesie IT 31 fefoea gfean
Governance, smart cities, rural qEAT sl STHHHT T

Broadband or other Digital

dad Ueh AR U8 Sf U Y
India initiatives under %'A{Iﬁl

Atmanirbhar Bharat.




Indian Telecom sector

* Indiais the world’s second-  ® T{q gﬁm T gE a99

largest telecommunications Je] IR ISR 2|
: N

market. * el YSHShTZaL SATEN,
The total subscriber base, I ToUheITT o T-

Ty IS SiTes e

wireless subscriptions as well

as wired broadband ~

o~
GSHTheS H ST o

g% o

subscriptions have grown

consistently.




Tele-density stood at 84.88%, as  ® 3TAA 2022 T TeAl-Ico

of April 2022, total broadband 84.88% 9T, 374 2022 Tk RN
subscriptions grew to 788.77 SITSae UoushS JGHhL
million until April 2022 and 788.77 TufeTa 81 =T 31X
total subscriber base stood at 3T 2022 el HoHshT3e
1.16 billion 1n April 2022. 9 1.16 Tafera &1 mm

Gross revenue of the telecom

* TEAR & hT Fohed TSI |
FY?22 sht Ugcil fa|me 7 64,801
FUS (US$ 8.74 TolTeta )|

sector stood at Rs. 64,801 crore
(US$ 8.74 billion) in the first
quarter of FY22.




Telecom Sector Gross Revenue (USS billion)

FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21



Some of the developments in the recent past

In January 2022, Google made a US$ 1 billion investment in

Airtel through the India Digitization Fund.

In September 2021, Bhart1 Airtel announced an investment of
Rs. 50 billion (US$ 673 million) in expanding its data centre

business to meet the customer demand 1n and around India.

In the first quarter of FY21, customer spending on telecom

services increased 16.6% y-o-y, with over t

on data services.

ree-fourths spent




Some of the developments in the recent past

* SHa{l 20221, Google < India Digitization Fund o HTEIH 9
Airtel § USS$ 1 Terfetar shr fast femam

frde 2021 |, AT T 9 9 o 9937 shl SNTT <hl| 9 37T

3Heh JATHUTH UTgeh! shl HTT 3h! T i o6 folT 30 ST HeX

SIFETT T TIEqR i o 178 50 Tolfeta T (US$ 673 Wicta )|
FY21 b ggeit foATe |, S1 Jarsl o diF-<ieTs o i @ o
T, LEE HaT3Tl 0 UTesh @ 0 16.6% 1 df& gel




This spike 1n consumer
spending came despite of the
COVID-19 disruption and
lack of access of offline
recharges for a few weeks
India had over 500 million
active internet users (accessed

Internet 1n the last one month)
as of May 2020.
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ICMR releases guidelines
for artificial intelligence

use in the health sector



® The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has released

Ethical Guidelines for Al in Healthcare and Biomedical Research

to guide the effective, safe development/deployment/adoption of

Al-based technologies.

*  IISTA FRUA ATh Hichel [ (HTSHITHIAN) A THTE-HTHTT
ek 1Rl o ST, ELeTd forshTar/qeTdl /AT shl AT TGRIH 3 o fofg
SCUHIT ST ISl {Ee o Ut o foru Afces feemfes s

fohT )




Keypoints

® It outlined 10 key patient-centric ° TOH MU 9y feqemeht o foiu
ethical principles for Al application S & 1 TS 343}@“ & foru
in the health sector for all 10 EI&EﬂTﬁ—SB&d fcen Tagiar o
stakeholders involved. Gifehd TohaT T 2
These are accountability and liability, © T ITETRICT 3TN LT,

autonomy, data privacy, LTI, X Tﬁ‘Fﬂ'ﬂ?lT, HE?ﬁ’T,
collaboration, risk minimisation and Shep 2ICEﬂWUT AR qLaT, ‘3I§?f AR
safety, accessibility and equity, HECrAl é?.T{DFTI?ﬁT hT SJhelH, M-

optimisation of data quality, non- YeuTTe 3T Tsaeqar, d9dr 37
discrimination and fairness, validity TG &l

and trustworthiness.



® The ethical review process came o Jfceh THTeT UTshaT = GiHfd
under the domain of the ethics & MR & § ATd] & ST e
committee which assesses a host of N
&1, TSI, G, THHATH 31

factors including data source, quality, afed = g TR ST 3TToheT T
safety, anonymization, etc. 3




Role/ Applications of Al in healthcare:

* Al programs have been developed and applied to practices such
as diagnosis processes, treatment protocol development, drug
development, personalized medicine, and patient monitoring and
care.

®* Medical Research Al can be used to analyse and 1dentify patterns in
large and complex datasets faster and more precisely than has previously
been possible.

® It can also be used to search the scientific literature for relevant

studies, and to combine different kinds of data for example, to aid

drug discovery.



Role/ Applications of Al in healthcare:

O
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* Researchers have developed an Al ‘robot scientist’ called Eve which
1s designed to make the process of drug discovery faster and more
economical.

* Clinical Care: Al has the potential to aid the diagnosis of disease.
Using Al to analyse clinical data, research publications,
and professional guidelines could also help to inform decisions about
treatment.

® Precision Medicine: Genetics and genomics look for mutations and
links to disease from the information in DNA. With the help of Al,
body scans can spot cancer and vascular diseases early and predict the

health 1ssues people might face based on their genetics.




® IMTShAI3Tl 3 S ATH Teh UATS UsIe axT-er' faenfea foram @ fo@
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* Diagnosis: It 1s estimated that more than 80% of the health data 1s
unstructured, making it invisible to current systems, according to a
PWC report. Unlike humans, Al decisions are all evidence-based and
free of cognitive biases or overconfidence, enabling rapid analysis and
vastly reducing even eliminating misdiagnosis.

®* Monitoring of Chronic Conditions: Conditions like diabetes,
cholesterol, fertility 1ssues and cardiac heath are managed by regular
monitoring and lifestyle changes. Connected POC devices help generate

a lot of data about the user’s body parameters.
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Indian Healthcare System

® The Indian healthcare sector 1s expected to record a three-fold rise,
growing at a CAGR of 22% between 201622 to reach US$ 372 billion in
2022 from US$ 110 billion in 2016.

* By FY22, Indian healthcare infrastructure is expected to reach US$ 349.1

billion.

® In the Economic Survey of 2022, India’s public expenditure on healthcare
stood at 2.1% of GDP 1n 2021-22 against 1.8% 1n 2020-21 and 1.3% 1n
2019-20.




Indian Healthcare System

o AT TATESY G &7 | 2016-22 3 = 22% hl HTSHITR & T@eh 2022 °

372 TelfeTa SAHTEAT SIeT deh T8 ohi 3F

ST ST )

e 8, S 2016 H 110 fofered

* FY22 doh, YA Selohat ShRgar o 349, fofera smfEhT Sier ae
qE ! IHIE B

® 2022 3 ITTeh YT H, TITEST BT YT WA ol GTaisTi-eh o9 2021-22 |
FreheT BE] 3cUTE T 2.1% 9T, ST 2020-21 H 1.8% 31 2019-20 H 1.3% I




GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES

° In the Union Budget 2022-23: Rs. 86,200.65 crore (US$ 11.28 billion)
was allocated to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW).
® Pradhan Mantr1 Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY)

®* Human Resources for Health and Medical Education was allotted Rs.
7,500 crore (US$ 982.91 million).

® National Health Mission was allotted Rs. 37,000 crore

® Ayushman Bharat — Pradhan Mantr1 Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY)
was allotted Rs. 6,412 crore (US$ 840.32 million).

®* The Government of India approved continuation of ‘National Health
Mission’ with a budget of Rs. 37,000 crore




GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES

* Thel aaTe 2022-23 H: ¥4 TR 3R IHER Shed o1 T (MoHFW) i
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Size of India's Healthcare Market (2008-2020) with

Projections for 2022-2025 (USS Billion) 638
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* Recently, the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network
released the World Happiness Report 2023 which ranks
countries on happiness.



What is World Happiness Report?

Since 2012, the World Happiness Report has been released annually around

March 20" as part of the International Day of Happiness celebration.

The report ranks global happiness basis survey data from people in over 150
countries.




This year, the report ranked 136 countries.

The ranking uses six key factors to measure happiness — social support,

income, health, freedom, generosity, and absence of corruption.

Besides ranking the countries, the report also looks at the state of the
world in 2023.




« Top Performers:
 For the sixth year in a row, Finland has been crowned as the
happiest nation, Denmark is at number two, followed by Iceland at
number three.
 Unlike previous years, where the same countries tend to appear in
the top 20, there’s a new entrant this year — Lithuania (at the
20t spot).



Worst

e Afghanistan was ranked as the unhappiest nation, followed
by Lebanon, Sierra Leone, Zimbabwe, respectively.

Performers:

* India ranks at 125t position out of 136 countries, making it
one of the least happy countries in the world.

-y
India’s
e |n 2022, India ranked 136t position out of 146 countries.

Pe rforma nce: e |t even lags behind its neighbouring nations like Nepal,

China, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.




Finland

2 Denmark

3 Iceland

4 Israel

5) Netherlands
6 Sweden

7 Norway

8 Switzerland

9 Luxembourg
10 New Zealand

126

India



What is Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)?

In 2012, the UN SDSN was launched under the auspices of the UN
Secretary-General.

SDSN promotes integrated approaches to implement the
and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change,
through education, research, policy analysis, and global cooperation.



https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/sustainable-development-3
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/sustainable-development-3

The Hindu
Vocabulary




Pursuance (Adjective) : the carrying out

of a plan or action

Synonyms: implementation, carrying out,
fulfilment

_ Antonyms: non-performance,

nonfulfillment




Trivial (=) Adjective
Meaning: of little value or importance.

Synonyms: insignificant, unimportant,

petty, inconsequential

Antonyms: important, significant, serious,

consequential, essential




Mercenary (Adjective) : AT : having
or marked by an eager and often selfish
desire especially for material possessions

Synonyms: greedy, avaricious, acquisitive

Antonyms: altruistic, charitable




Intrinsic (313‘31?[) Adjective

Meaning: belonging naturally;

essential
Synonyms: inherent, innate, essential

Antonyms: acquired, external




Enumerate : ‘FIC\%ﬁEIT-I'IT-IT : the action of
mentioning a number of things one by

one;

Synonyms: numbering, computation

o Antonyms: randomize




1. World Happiness Report 2023, recently seen 1. @TcT g°r ﬁ' @aﬁ ﬁ' 13(1' a(’é %tdﬁ'{:r
in news is released by? T 2023 fehfeh FRT AT bt ATt 82

a) United Nations Sustainable Development a) I TS 9dd [9ehd THT eI
O A

Solutions Network

b) HI<h Ug ok shdshA
C) IEREED

b) United Nations Development Programme

¢) World Bank

d) EIH TSE ANTaTeh, STk I HEhIdeh
d) United Nations Educational, Scientific and :
HiSH

Cultural Organization



® [t 1s an annual publication of the United Nations Sustainaﬁ’e Development Solutions

Network (SDSN).

® It 1s based on global survey data from people in more than 150 countries.

* It 1s based on people’s own assessment of their happiness, as well as economic and

social data.

* The report considers six key factors: social support, income, health, freedom,

generosity, and absence of corruption.

* [t assigns a happiness score based on an average of data over a three-year period.



2. Consider following statements regarding 2. 9T ﬁ"T Rﬂiﬁ' ) %Wﬁ'ﬁmﬁ?@ﬁ HAAT U

Tuberculosis (TB): '%I%I'I'{El-ﬁ‘
¥,
1. It 1s caused by a virus. g2 Uch dY{H % SALU 6\|d| %'
2. In humans, TB affects only lungs. * T} 3 ot =) = N
y lung T H et shael Bhel ohl THTfad Lt

3. TB s spread from person to person through the air. FCIREI FUIT Y U ST § 28 SOk H heAdT %|
o

Which of the above statements is/are INCORRECT? ST & F S F9T T & /%?
a) 1 only 2) ¥ 1

b) 2 & 3 only b)WZ?FﬁT3

c) l and 2 01 o

d) 3 only

NEERNEK



* TB 1s caused by a bacterium called Mycobacterium tubereulosis. Some of

Mycobacteria cause diseases like TB and Leprosy in humans and others infect a

wide range of animals.

® In humans, TB most commonly affects the lungs (pulmonary TB), but it can also

affect other organs (extra-pulmonary TB). TB is a treatable and curable disease.

® TB 1s spread from person to person through the air. When people with lung TB

cough, sneeze or spit, they propel the TB germs into the air.

®* Common symptoms of active lung TB are cough with sputum and blood at times,

chest pains, weakness, weight loss, fever and night sweats.



3. Which of the following statements is/are correct 3. W@&T AT ok e ¥ FATiRaa o &

with reference to National Security Act? I AT/A HAT Tt &/a?
4

ol

o 2\
1. A person can be detained without charge fora S0 eIth <nl HrhaH 12 HRIH oo foHT STRIT o fere

maximum of 12 months. T TET ST GehdT 2

2. The arrested person does not have the right to IR S feh T SATA(Ee AT H STHH o foIg

apply for bail in criminal court. TS i T SATEHT LT
a) Only 1 a) ohdd |
b) Only2 b) a2
¢) Both 1and?2 c) 1AR2gH

d) Neither 1 nor 2 d) TarldARTE2






4. IMF Executive Board has 4. ATSUAUG <k hTAhRI 1S 7 fheT
approved a USD 3 billion bail-out %sr%s%m 3 W‘&l‘-—l‘ TUTEhRT ST

programme for which country? & TA-3ATIC HIAHH ki nmjt a2
S NE

a) Sri Lanka )

- b) AR

b) Afghanistan
c) =M

c) China i
d) HTehEdl-

d) Pakistan



w
* The International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) USD 3 billion bailout

programme for Sri Lanka was approved by the financial agency’s

Executive Board.

® It 1s expected to help the 1sland nation overcome its economic crisis.
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