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* What is the primary focus of the recently launched Phewa Dialogue between
Nepal and China?

ﬁmﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬂa:aﬁamaﬁwﬁwmﬂmmw ACT 3o’y
T 27

* A. Regional prosperity and economic integration / SE ] Hﬁiﬁl’ 3 nfdew

B. Military cooperation and security alliances / d=T deaNeTr 3T {!JTHT

CIGT iG]

C. Tourism development and cultural exchange / wed A 3 H’Iﬁ?ﬁa?
K IHGE G . ’

D. Infrastructure and energy projects / gﬁﬂﬁ' grET 3R FAT IRANSAT




 Which Indian state has the highest forest cover as per the latest
Forest Survey report?

AdIAdH deT FdeToT RO & HqdR fohd WA T A
a9 38 g7 &7 g2

 A. Madhya Pradesh / #&T Wear
B. Arunachal Pradesh / 3730l Ueer

C. Maharashtra / AgRISC
D. Odisha / 3nfaerm




e The GST rate on fortified rice kernels has been reduced from 18% to
what percentage?

QINURIFd I1a9d Feed W STHET eX 18% & T fohclel
gfaerd & & IS g7?

*A. 5%
B. 10%
C.12%
D. 15%




* The SMILE programme funded by ADB focuses on which key area?
Uﬁ‘? CaRT fadN¥T SMILE FRISH FT AT €A hy &
W g?

* A. Logistics and supply chain resilience / difoeedd 3 3-Tl'q‘ﬁ
HGAT Y FHAGA

B. Digital education infrastructure / Bfaes faam aﬁ'ﬂﬁ'm
C. Renewable energy projects / TdIRIONT Foll
D. Rural healthcare systems / ATHIOT TITELT STHTAT TOTTel!



* Which of the following is exempted from GST as per the latest tax
reforms?

AdITTH Y GURT & AR Aefaf@d & @ 68 fieadr @
oe & TS §7°

* A. Electric vehicles / ﬁm digdl
B. Gene therapy and long-range missiles / St At 3T o=t a,:fr

$r A
C. Sweetened popcorn / #IaT qiqehlel

D. Fortified rice / tITGI'UT{]:H-T-I' didel




* What percentage of India’s total geographical area is currently
covered by green cover? ‘

R & el HlaNToeh &1 AT gadAeT & fohcel wfderd gRd

30T ¥ 3Teaifed g7

*A.20.17%
B. 21.76%
C.25.17%
D. 26.41%




* What is the carbon sequestration target under India’s green cover for
20307

§03o doh AR & &R 3TG0T & ded Hlded HSRUT o8 T
?
e A. 2.29 billion tonnes

B. 2.5 billion tonnes

C. 3 billion tonnes
D. 3.5 billion tonnes




* The INS Astradharini, recently in the news, is best described as:

gTel &1 # T H g Aguaey Jeaeiofl, ffag & A gaq
3T g afod 87

* A. Amphibious warfare ship / 3HITI ZIEEJ'CﬂT-I' o
B. Torpedo launch and recovery vessel fEIT‘fI's’T dleg 3 Raadr

Qi
C. Nuclear-powered submarine / JIATIT Foll difeld qagﬁfr

D. Aircraft carrier / [QHATTaIgS: N



* Under the VIRAASAT Sari Festival, how many people are employed in
India’s handloom sector?

farT W18 30T & d8d IRA & gEasr & A fhda
AT FRRT &7

* A. 2 million / 20 olT&
B. 3.5 million / 35 olT&
C. 4 million / 40 T
D. 5 million / 50 o1&




* Which country received the first batch of BrahMos supersonic
missiles from India under a $375- m|II|on deal?

375 fAfoTeT STeR & TSl & dgd ha ¢ & 9RT 4
SeAE guAIfs A @ q%T»‘Fr o fAelr?
* A. Ph|||pp|nes/ﬁﬁﬁ'9°lﬂ'
ERGGILL

B. Vietham /

C. Indonesia / S TAT
D. Malaysia / A3 TAT
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Thomas Edison, cited — THOMAS ——
in Various Biographies DISON

IFE FROM BEGINNING TO END

* “Genius is one percent
Inspiration, ninety-nine percent
perspiration.” —
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MIGH-LEVEL TRIP

Jaishankar to begin
six-day U.S. visit today

NEWS » PAGE 4

CHANGE 1N RULES

Centre scraps«
‘no detendon’
policy for
Classes 5. 8

‘PM’s silence on 13A
due to lack of pressure’
WORLD » PAGE 14

cAUSING A FLUTTER
Raghu stuns Sathish,
meets Mithun in final
SPORT » PAGE 17

INSIDE

made on Gaza
deal’

3

Israel’s Prime Minister
Benjamin yarw sald on
Monday that “some progress™

NEW DELH)
The Public Accounts.
Commitiee in 2 report tabled

Fertilizers spent 11,291.14
crore in excess of the 2021-22
Budget sanctioned by
Pariament. » PAGE S

Suspected Khalistan operatives
gunned down in Uttar Pradesh

DELEI

hree pro-Khalistan
o Nt
to a recent grenade

ack ab  were
killed in onmaes e
Pilibhic districe of Utia

Pradesh, the - B
The three men killed in

the joint-operation by Ut-

tar Pradesh and Punjab

“Khalistan Zin Force
(KZF) terror module™

(1S1). The deceased were

involved in a grenade at-

Cack ot the Bakshiwala pol-

n.ce post in Gurdnspux on
18,

Rahul Gandhi
meets kin of Dalit
man in Parbhani

MuUsAS
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,

protest in Maharashara's
Parbhani. » PAGE &

Srhe KZF had claimed
responsibility for the act.”
Bir. Yadav sasd.

“British man lnked"

Following reliable inputs
that the accused had fled
to Uttar Pra . a joint
operation was lLaunched.

When

The deceased were involved in a
“breakthrough’ against terror module; police

|l EMERGENCY

ab on Dec 18: Punjab DGP calls encounter a
attack is linked to the British Army

Terrer trail: Poice perscrnel and others 3t 3 haspital after the encounter in Pilibhit district of Uttar Pradesh on Monday. P11

Glock pistols from their

comber 15 o be a British

the a
cused opened fire at the

bullet ‘injuries and were
rushed ror n\edbcaj rrame:
ment,” Inspector
Gemeral of Police (Border
Range), Satinder
the Punjab Police,
two
AK-47 rifles and two 9mm

Benegal, guiding light
of parallel cinema,
bids farewell at 90

PMUMBAT

Filmmaker Shyam Bene-

e
His daughter, Pia Bene-
confirmed

his death to P7L “He

passed away at 6.38 p.m. at
Wockhardt Hospital Mum-
bal Central. He had been

ney disease for several

yearsbut ic had

bad.”
Mourning the Ankur di-

gotten very

days. He did whatever he

<ould with his life-right to

the end. Not many people
have

that~

Benegal. celebrated for

polgnant and hard-hitting

fims Uke Ankur, Nishane,
than and Zi

od the ma-
ny fault lines of Indian so-
clety, tackling Issues of
feudalism and caste while
ceaselessly experimenting
with the cinematic form.
His wvast Almography
boasts several masterplec-
es that altered the course
of Indian cinema.

He aslo produced sever-
al of his own films under
the banner of

Sahyadri

Films,

Jagjeet Singh.
report working in Brit-
ish Army and having as-
Smed the Identity of Fa-

said.
©On the night of Decem-
ber 18, unidentified men
‘who arrived in an autorsck-

had thrown hand gre-
nades and bombs at the

Bakshiwala police

by U.K. based Jagjeet
Singh.” the police said.

n is under

terror module and more
arrests and =

tlem revealed that the ter-
e was controfled

by Pakistan-based Rajeet
Nita, the chief of

K2E and was operated by
Greece-based Jaswinder

of Pol-

planning to move towards
anothel

Gurdaspur, Harish
Dayama sakd.

senior police officer

d r working
as a driver, while another
had criminal cases againsc

A
n pmbtm

if they were

nality between those st
pected of Khalistani activi-
tes, another officer said,

youth. We are inve:
These trends~

Bangladesh writes
to India seeking
Hasina’s extradition

Sheikh Hasina

faced the brunt of the pol-
during the

cetving the request.

~We have sent a letter to
the Foreign Ministry seek
ing repatriation of Sheikh
Hasina. The matter is being
processed. We have an ex-

Tont e of s rule.

ing he:
year-long rule. She is also
anulrles over
Pliknana Milings case of
2005 and the ilings ina

Ministries and several oth-
= m.embers of the armed

tradition treaty with In- es who served und.er
G e eold presspersans  Ies are Eacing durie
in Dhalka.

Arrest

cation from Bangladesh,
official spokesperson of Mi-
nistry of External Affairs,

quest. At this time, we
no comment to offer on
this matter.”

Dozens of cases
Ms. Hasina left Dhaka on

S and ever since has
been living in exile in In-

League governmen
students and activists who

Kashmiri artisans give wings to the dodo

locals in the Vall

s karkchanas., 5

was introduced to artisans by tourists two dcc.rdes ago, haw been shipped to markets in Europe and

pictures. Of late, we.
download s. The

shape and size of the bird
is endearing. 1 fell in love
with it at first sight. It's sad
that the bird &s no more

seen anywhere”
Fast aring from
people’s memory. the

reanas and flightless

home in the papler mache
world of

“The floral prines
symbolise how it was the
depleting forest cover that
resulted in the extinction
of the bird.” Mr- jan says.

a Tagical touch of

these dodos in karge

!hree~fe¢( tall, has a new

Over 50,000 papier

mache dodos have set

fmportan to the place and
ational eml

(here. We
papier mache dados e the
huge

products, which come in
different sizes.” Faizan
AMir, who runs Mir Arts, an
exchusive papler mache
rts showroom at

Srtnngar s Hawsal, sa

It takes five 1010 days to

ized dodos in

dodos this season for

the array of articles
Kashmir uces in

which became extinct in 1681 and

Mauritius this vear,

papler mache.” Mr. Jan
said.

Spact

hundreds and exporting
them to the place where it
went extinct and

esh issued an ar-
rest warrant against Ms.
Hasina in October but the
legal process is vet to un-
fold. The cases filed
her are expected
heard in the

against
o be
coming

n 2015, India had extra-
dited convicted killer Nur

That apart, the extradi-
don of l’l:ﬁhanl:l Kumar

Haldar, a commie-
ting mul iple O mancial
frauds gladesh, is

Domestic
food needs

says Joshi

Pralhad Joshi said the go-

Shah, who served
Director Mandn:mns

Handloo:
Kashmir all recerly,
told The Hindu.

‘s efforts are to
balance between the inter-
‘ests of consumers and pro-
ducers.

The Minister, also res-
ponded to a recent state-
ment by Vice-President fag-
deep Dhankhar on

modities produced by the

INTERVIEW ON




Benegal, guiding light
of parallel cinema,
bids farewell at 90

Shilajit Mitra
MUMBAI

Filmmaker Shyam Bene-
gal, a giant of Indian cine-
ma and one of the guiding
lights of the parallel cine-
ma movement, passed
away due to kidney-related
ailments in Mumbai on
Monday. He was 90.

His daughter, Pia Bene-
gal, confirmed the news of
his death to PTI. “He
passed away at 6.38 p.m. at
Wockhardt Hospital Mum-
bai Central. He had been
suffering from chronic kid-
ney disease for several
years but it had gotten very
bad,” she said.

Mourning the Ankur di-
rector’s death, Naseerud-
din Shah shared over a text
message: “It is impossible
to describe in a few words
what Shyam meant to me. I
wonder what I would have
become if he hadn’t had
faith in me when no one
else did. He and Nira (Be-
negal’s wife) were a huge
support in my difficult

CM

days. He did whatever he
could with his life-right to
the end. Not many people
can claim to have done
that”

Benegal, celebrated for
poignant and hard-hitting
films like Ankur, Nishant,
Mandi, Manthan and Zu-
beidaa, examined the ma-
ny fault lines of Indian so-
ciety, tackling issues of
feudalism and caste while
ceaselessly experimenting
with the cinematic form.
His vast filmography
boasts several masterpiec-
es that altered the course
of Indian cinema.

He aslo produced sever-
al of his own films under
the banner of
Sahyadri
Films.

RELATED
REPORTS

» PAGE 6

Shyam Benegal

(7 T'

ShyarrTBenegaI a his office in Mumbai in 2010

Born 14 December 1934
Tirumalagiri, Hyderabad State,
India
(now in Telangana, India)
Died 23 December 2024 (aged 90)

Mumbai, Maharashtra, India

Occupation(s) Film director, screenwriter

Works Full list

Spouse Nira Benegal
Children 1]

Relatives Guru Dutt (cousin)
Awards 1976 Padma Shri

1991 Padma Bhushan
2005 Dadasaheb Phalke
Award

2013 ANR National Award

Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha

In office
16 February 2006 — 15 February 2012
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ANKUR (1974)

Shyam Benegal'’s directorial
debut explores caste, class,
and gender dynamics. After
his marriage is delayed, Surya
(Anant Nag) takes charge of
his father’s estate and starts
anillicit relationship with
Lakshmi (Shabana Azmi), a
married poor Dalit woman

MANTHAN (1976)

Itis an inspiring tale of the
cooperative movement in
rural India, focusing on dairy
farmers’ empowerment.
Funded by contributions from
farmers, it showcased the
resilience of marginalised
communities through
collective action

“Bhyumilia

e o LA R 0 TWEO W WA

BHUMIKA (1977)

Inspired by the life of Marathi
actress Hansa Wadkar, the film
explores a woman’s quest for
independence amid societal
expectations and personal
turmoil. Smita Patil delivered a
solid performance asthe
protagonist torn between her
roles as an artist, wife & mother

SOME OF BENEGAL'S BEST WORKS

MANDI (1983)

Mandi is a satirical take on
politics, power, and morality
setin abrothel. The film
highlights the hypocrisy of
society while addressing
issues like urbanisation and
women’s agency. Shabana
Azmi and Smita Patil deliver
memorable performances

BHARATEK KHOJ (1988)
This 53-episode Indian
television series, based on
Jawaharlal Nehru's The
Discovery of India (1946),
explores India’s rich history,
cultural diversity, and
philosophical heritage from
ancient timesto the
Independence

SURAJ KA SATVAN GHODA

(1992): Based on the novel
The Sun’s Seventh Horse by
Dharamvir Bharati, the film
revolves around a storyteller
unravelling three intercon-
nected love stories from his
past, exploring the com-
plexities of human relation-
ships & social hierarchies

SARDARI BEGUM (1996)
Sardari Begum is a tribute to
the life and struggles of a
classical singer navigating
societal constraints and
personal aspirations. The film
explores themes of art,
individuality,and gender
dynamics in a patriarchal
setup

ZUBEIDAA (2001)
It tells the tragic story of a
free-spirited woman trapped
by societal norms and
personal dreams. Featuring
Karisma Kapoor as the titular
protagonist, the National
Award-winning filmisa
poignant exploration of love,
sacrifice,and ambition



* Early Life and Influences

* Born in Hyderabad, Shyam Benegal drew inspiration from his cousin, Satyajit Ray, and the
works of Guru Dutt.

+ BCEIG H SIeH, A Sodlel & 30 TR HIS Fcaild ¥ 3R % & &
FIf ¥ OO |

* Believed in portraying meaningful cinema rather than focusing on entertainment.

» HeiSlel & Folrd 3HAqoT fAaar iG@e # favard e




Contributions to Indian Cinema

Pioneering the Indian New Wave

e Focused on social realities, addressing issues like marginalization in
films such as Ankur (1974) and Manthan (1976).

o ATATISI TEATARATNT W &A1 higd T, v (1974)
3R #7Y7 (1976) S8 Terl H gIRIV & HAeal &l 39ER
Toha|




Champion of Voiceless Stories

Highlighted struggles of farmers, sex workers, and
marginalized groups without resorting to hyperbole.

o TohaTel, FleT HFAT, 3R FIRAT & FHG & Sl Sl &

AT & 3R [RaT



Cinematic Innovation

Merged idealism with satire, as seen in Kalyug and Bhumika.
e JTeRale AR ¥y A A, ST 6 Ferger 3R fAHr & da@r 13|

Used music not decoratively but as a storytelling device.

o JINT I FATAC o T H sIgl dfoch hgledl gad o 3UPIUT oh & H
3919T TR



Legacy and Impact

Mentorship and Creativity

e Introduced talent like Shabana Azmi and Naseeruddin Shah, urging
actors to go beyond their comfort zones.

o ASTAT HTSTHT 3 THTCGI 2AME oI FIAHATHT I U=r foha,
3R FATASA I 35T AT F W I & v aRa
Toha|




Documenting History

Films like The Making of Mahatma and Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose captured historical narratives with depth.

o & HIBHIT I HGIcHT AR Sclsll FHI g §T ST e
g SHgifardl @l METs & TEIT Hchl gl




Advocacy for Diversity

Strongly advocated for pluralism, stating that “we are
constitutionally bound to protect minorities.”

o [Afarar & foT ggdr & dehreld I, I§ Fed guﬁ?"aﬂ
TatTfoleh T T TcTd&Thl T I&T ey & fow areg g)"



Notable Works

Ankur, Nishant, Manthan, Bhumika, The Discovery of India.

Shyam Benegal's films remain timeless, reflecting the changing contours of Indian society while challenging the
norms of his time.

ATH dAdTd T hod FIATdId &, ST ARCIT AT I Feoldl FRET H giafesfad aar & 3ik
3T AT & HAlACs! HI el ST &
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CHENmar

Rajnath Singh pays tributes to
ex-Harvana CM O.P. Chautala

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Monday

visited Teja Khera in the Sirsa
Chief Minister Om

tributes to former H

district and paid

PATNA

ihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar em-
ked on the first
phase of his ‘Pragati Yatra®
from Valmikinagar in West
Champaran district  on
Monday to showecase the
State’s development over
20 years of his govern-
ment.
He announced several
Proj

Shiv temple reopens in U.P..
Muslims shower flowers

A Shiv temple in
loc:

Ludhawala, a predominantly

Mauslim ty under the jurisdiction of Kotwali
police station in Muzaffar, . was reopened on
E m and Musiins showering

ed,
Since then, the temple had remained
Vikas

Kashyap
was

will hold review

Bihar CM announces several devel
till Dec. 28 before returning to Patna: second leg of the yatra to begin from Gopalganj on Jan. 4

ent proj

s in West €

o™ Netish Kummar visits a stall during his Progats Yatra'in West

with officials.

Foundations laid
Earlier said to be unwell,
Mr. Kumar, along with Ca-
binet Minister Vijay Kumar
Cha and other lead-

Miister Vijay

alzo seen. ANl

Kumar will cover six Kumar was to e
districes Gl Decomber 35,  bark on a Mahila Samvad
ickstart second Yatra® from December 15
leg of the yar S but a jibe on the
ganj on J; atra’s name from tri-

january 4.

He is scheduled to visit
the neighbouring East
C district on De-

e
several development pro-
Jects in West Champ:

district.
Elaborate arrangements
have been put in place for

the Chief Minister’s yarra,
with 500 police personnel.
and 150 officials and magss-

safety and security.

Sember 24; the adjolning
districts of Sheohar and Si-
unurhl on December 26;
pur on December
37 2nd Vaishali on Decerm.
ber 28, before returning to
Patna
The CM has no itinerary
planned for Christmas on
December 25.

Lalu Prasad, and his youn-
ger son and Leader of the

in the State As-
sembly Tejashwi Yadav, the

me was c o Pra-
gatl Yatra. Mr. Yadav had
criticised the alleged ex-

penditure of 2225 crore
from the State exchequer
on the yatra, terming it a
“sheer waste of public
money”_

Nitish embarks on first
phase of ‘Pragati Yatra’
to showcase his work

: he will cover six districts

ew yarra was

P
cember 17, remained criti-
cal

“Due to his habit, cha-

extort money fi
tlevel officers by
threatening m

transfer,” said Mr. Yadav,
gurrendy in the midst of

Karyakarta Samvad
(dlalogue with party work-
ers) Yatra® across Biha

Maan Yojana® [mother-sts-
ter respect schemel, under
which they would receive
22,500 every month.

EC has succumbed to
BJP govt’s pressure,
says Tamil Nadu CM

THENNAL

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
and DMK president MK
Sealin on Manday said de

transparency in the elec-
ton process.
m

era footage from a poll
The Union -
ment  br ht in  this

amendment to prevent pu-
blic tnspection of election
documents, including
CCTV camera footage, the-
reby destroying cne of the
eatures of the Consti-
mnon_ Mr. Stalin said in a

soctal post.
‘The BjP-ded Union gc—
vernment’s fear
beyond Haryana, uneaug
anxiety over Maharashira,
where their orchestrated
and unholy victory in the
recent Assembly election

MK Stalin

has raised serlous concern
-~ Mr. Stalin

e added that it was

ocking' t the EC, i
stead of fighting for institu-
tional integrity. had “will-

facing™ the free and fair

lection process.
He appealed to all politi-

«cal parties, including those

part of the ruling National
Democratic

to come
“count

assault on free and fair
elections™

s puppet’
In a statement, Tamil Nadu
Congress Committee presi.
dent K. Selvaperunthagal
criticised the Union Al.lnls-
f1y of Law and pustice for

ng to amending the
ru.les governing the EC's

become a puppet of the
Prime Minister.

Leaders of ruling, Opposition parties in
J&K join protesters over reservation policy

SRINAGAR
Cutting across party lines.
lead"

 ruling. Na-

position Peoples Democrat-

dence of J&K Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah in Srinagar
to seek rationalisation of re-
servation quotas.

in  Ka for mas
hs over the new reser-
vation policy app ur-

servz quota of Sche-
duled Tribes 20%
including Paharis, and in

Local Ares Candidatest
lm.m.xm Barders

Other Backward Classess
Scheduled Castes

Scheduled

creased the OBC quota

8%. At present, the quota

for reserved category in

J&K has risen to over

A the open category has

reduced to less than 40%,
students said.

§fm$\

Economically
Wasknr Sectice

-10%6
[ ot acience,
rsannot,
COP. PAWD etc

Sheikh Khurshid sald the

eanw
five protesting students un-
der the banner of ‘Open
Association”

against reservation to any
community that requues
government hand-holding
Betone ot heing downtion
den. However, any k.

al reservation deserves jus-

prey
Rashidled Awami liehad

Ms. Mufi. AIP legislator

eport

Monday’s protest was al-
s0 the first major demon-
stration witnessed in Srina-
gar since the Centre ended
J&K’s special constitutional
Position i 2019 under Artl

BJD alleges discrepancies in
voting patterns in Odisha polls

BHUBANESWAR

six months after facing &s

ta Dal (BID) on Monday
rassed seTious concerns ov-
er alleged discrepancies in

analysis of the voting data
of the Election Commis-
sion of india (ECD.

“The ECI's conduct of
election is always expected
to be fair and transparent.

regional party said in a

cle 3-0 urriyat
and Kashemies | o the ECEom Monday.
ch.ld Cleric Mirwalz Umar The y said there

was
from o joining the protesters.

part;
were massive differences
in votes polled in a booth

1]

D0 ianata Dal Mps corming cut of the Blaction Comeniesion ofice.

and the total votes counted
from the same electronic

the report of votes polled

by the presiding officer es-

pectally when EVMs are
sasd.

\mnanoe in these
oth

tmpact the f
of the election in that As-

sembly and parliamentary
constituency, when collat-
ed across all booths. These
vartations also raises

about the integrity of
the whole process,” it sald.

“Yet to get copies”

supply the copies of F
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ests, we still not
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Delhi govt. reassessing conjugal visits in prisons after initiative halted in Punjab

Soibam Rocky Singh

NEW DELHI

The Delhi government is
reassessing a proposal to
permit conjugal visits for
prisoners in the city’s jails
after a pilot project in Pun-
jab was suspended a few
months after its launch.
Considering  Punjab’s
experience, the Delhi Chief
Minister has sought further
inputs from the Law De-
partment on the feasibility
of implementing such a
project, according to Delhi
government standing
counsel Anuj Aggarwal.
The Chief Minister has also
sought to know if similar
schemes are being imple-
mented in other States.
Conjugal visits, also re-
ferred to as ‘private family
visiting’, involve allowing
prisoners to spend private
time with their legal partn-
ers or spouses, including
intimate relations, within
the confines of a prison.

Notably, India lacks a spec-
ific policy framework go-
verning the conjugal rights
of prisoners.

Earlier this month, dur-
ing the hearing of a 2019
public interest litigation
(PIL) plea seeking neces-
sary arrangements for pro-
viding conjugal visitation
rights to prisoners lodged
in the city’s jails, the Delhi
High Court was informed
that the Delhi government
is re-evaluating the issue
based on the outcome of
the initiative in Punjab.

In September 2022,
Ludhiana Central Jail had
introduced the ‘Parivar
Mulakat (Family Visit)’ pro-
gramme, which allowed in-
mates to have face-to-face
meetings with loved ones
in specially designated
rooms on its premises.

“We informed the court
that conjugal visits in Pun-
jab jails were suspended
shortly after being intro-
duced due to various rea-

A plea before the Delhi High Court has sought conjugal visitation
rights for the inmates of Delhi’s jails. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

sons, including security
concerns,” said Mr.
Aggarwal.

“When women come to
avail of the facility, it is not
feasible to conduct a tho-
rough body check. This
makes it challenging to en-
sure that no prohibited
items are being con-
cealed,” he said.

In October last year, the
Director General (DG) of
Prisons had submitted the
proposal to the Delhi go-

vernment’s Home Depart-
ment to allow conjugal vi-
sits for inmates of the city’s
jails. The government then
assured the High Court
that the proposal would be
taken up with the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs
for further consideration.
However, more than a year
later, there has been no
progress on the matter.
According to a govern-
ment source, jail authori-
ties had highlighted in the

proposal significant chal-
lenges in implementing
conjugal visits in Delhi’s
overcrowded prisons,
which already struggle to
manage 1,200 daily visita-
tions or ‘mulakats’.

Legal precedents

Legal precedents have es-
tablished that prisoners
have a right to conjugal vi-
sits. In 2014, the Punjab
and Haryana High Court al-
lowed a couple lodged in
jail to have sex within the
prison precincts in order
to bear a child. It held that
“the right to procreation
survives incarceration”.

On November 1, 2018,
the Madras High Court had
permitted a life convict to
go on two weeks’ parole
following a plea by his wife
that it was her right to have
conjugal relations.

In July last year, Justice
S.M. Subramaniam of the
Madras High Court re-
quested the Tamil Nadu go-

vernment to consider al-
lowing prisoners to have
conjugal relations with
spouses within the prison
precincts.

‘Denial of basic rights’
Advocate and social acti-
vist Amit Sahni, who had
filed the PIL plea before
the Delhi High Court, said
conjugal visitation rights
are not provided by jail
authorities in the national
capital though most pri-
soners, over 85%, fall un-
der the sexually active age
group of 21-50.

He emphasised that the
denial of conjugal visits is a
denial of basic human
rights to the spouse of the
prisoner, who is “punished
without any wrongdoing”.

In 2019, the DG (Pri-
sons) had filed an affidavit
in response to the PIL plea,
stating that “the State of
Delhi grants temporary
leave to convicts and pri-
soners in the form of facili-

ties such as parole and fur-
lough for maintaining
family and social ties, and
therefore the purpose of
conjugal relations between
the prisoner and his/her
spouse, while in prison, is
served during the leave
period”.

Experts argue that a law
and a policy framework
are necessary to regulate
conjugal visits. “It would
be necessary to make a law
and frame rules for such vi-
sits, particularly when
there are various riders
and impediments with re-
gard to outsiders even
touching inmates or mak-
ing any kind of physical
contact,” said S.D. Singh,
an advocate in the Su-
preme Court.

He emphasised that the
legislature must recognise
conjugal visits as an “im-
portant legal right by
enacting a law, enabling its
implementation with and
without court orders”.



Proposal Reassessment

e Delhi government is reassessing a proposal to permit conjugal visits
In prisons.

e The move follows a pilot project in Punjab, which was suspended due
to various issues.

e [nputs are being sought from the Law Department for feasibility and
from other states with similar programs.



e Conjugal Visits Definition

* Also called "private family visits," they allow prisoners to spend
private time with their spouses, including intimate relations, within
designated areas.

* Pilot Project in Punjab

* Introduced in September 2022 as "Parivar Mulakat (Family Visit)" in
Ludhiana Central Jail.

* Suspended after a few months due to security concerns and
operational challenges.



Pilot Project in Punjab

Introduced in September 2022 as "Parivar Mulakat (Family Visit)" in Ludhiana Central Jail.
Suspended after a few months due to security concerns and operational challenges.
Legal Precedents

Courts have established prisoners' rights to conjugal visits:

e Punjab and Haryana High Court (2014): Recognized the right to procreation during
incarceration.

 Madras High Court (2018): Granted parole for conjugal rights.



» Advocates argue denial of such visits violates basic rights of prisoners and their
SPOUseEs.

* Operational Challenges in Delhi

Overcrowded prisons with over 1,200 daily visits already strain resources.

Security concerns include potential smuggling of prohibited items.

Need for Legal Framework

Experts emphasize the necessity of a clear law and rules to regulate conjugal
visits.

Framework needed to address impediments like physical contact restrictions and
outsider access.



* Broader Implications

* Recognizing conjugal visits is seen as a step toward acknowledging the rights of prisoners
to family life.

* Legislative recognition of conjugal visits is highlighted as essential for human rights.
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Showi,
to be admired, said Prime Minister Narendra Mod|

Ing the way: Syam Benegal

s works

will continue

End of a glorious
chapter: President

NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Murmu, Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modl,

mar, and Xajol

Simmakers Shekhar Kapur and Han
sal Mehta, and actors Manoj Bajpayee,
rich tributes to bhyam

Benegal, remembering the director as someone
who ushered in a “new nndafcmema

President Murmu said t

marks the end of a glorious dup(er of indian

ma and television.

started a . f cine
T and cranied severa clasics. A verleable iatiou

e passing of Benegal
cine-

tion, he groomed many actors and artists. His

ry was in the
form of awards

Phalke Award and Padma Bhushan. My condo-
lences to mbers of his family and his count-

x.

Mr. Modi said he was “deeply saddened” by the

death of Benegal. ~His works

will continue to be

admired by people from different walks of life.
Condolences to his family and admirers. Om

Shanti,” he sald.

r of Opposition in Lok Sabha and Con-

Leade:
gress leader Rahul Gandhi called Benegal “a

vi-

Slonary Rlmmaker" who brought India's %ories (o

life with depth and sensitvicy.

Shvam Bene;

Anuj K
NEW DELHI

peeriess Glmmaker
ho gave voice to

eriment
evolving with nlms. be it farmers or sex

ed with form and lechnl e, broke every

Vo

iy o and tackinique
and kept evolving with
times. His range of subjects
remain unrivalled as Bene.

gal broke every

the and
documented (Ile Idez of in-
th rich

One of the foremost
oarsmen of the Indian New
Wave, reality never es-
caped from Benegals fo-
cus.

In 1970s, when Bolly-
wood was looking for poet-
ic justice through the An-
£ry Young Man,
captured the silent resis-

nce of the margin:
in feudal India with Ankur
(1974), Nishant (1975), and
Mmlharl a976).
armers or sex
workers, s protagonists

to the
contours of Indian society.
udgets were never a
constraint for his vision.
Born to a pl ographer
faﬂmr in Hyderabad, By
discovered very carly
Bt i nothing in the
human experience that
can’t be depicted through
the medium.

He warching
the works of Guru Dutt, his
second cousin, but the real
inspiration came from Sa-
tyajit Ray’s Pather Pancha-
Ii Like Ray, his films always
found a theatrical release.
He believed that the au-
dience always stood for
meaningful cinema.

rooted in -dealm satire
found

social order with searing
ithout

an ad Almmaker, Benegal

consistently experimented

From to satire
Music was integral to his ci-
nema but not as a decora-

clety and leave a mar]
the consclence.
If his early works were

its 'way in
films like Welcome to Saj-
)anpur and Dovne

g adapted Mahabharac
as XKolyug in a corparate fa-

-
novel into the lyrical Suwraj

X LUSTRATION: A

crowd

n-g to Indian cinema much
before it became a fad and
made cassics lke Man-
than, Antarnaad, and Sus-

man.

His touching trilogy wo-
ven around Muslim wo-
men, Sardari Begum, Mam-
mo, and Zubeidaa brought

him back to the top billing
in the 1990s.

Strong team of creatives
He forged a strong team of
creatives with Govind Ni-
halan, Shama Zaidi, and
Vanraj Bhatia to realise vi-

beyond

or Karisma Kapoor in Zu-
beidaa, the actors found a
new  life Benegal's
hands

Someone who didn't
wear his ideology on his
sleeve, in The Making of

he introduced
us to (-andhls = peyche be-
fore he became the Mahat-

ma and w

Jective gaze came through
in Bharat £k Khoj, an adap-

tation of Jawaharlal Neh-
ru's The Discovery of India
where he capturéd the spi-

the s of Indian soci
the social urder with searing intensity without resorting to hyvperbole

Fillmmaker who gave a voice to the
voiceless, held dear the idea of India

ety and kept

rit of India. It was his most
comprehensive work that
has withstood the test of
time. Not to forget Samvid-
han where he introduced
the Constitution to young

Indians.
s Reund i i e
Benegal carrted a gen-

Tie soul who would goth
extra mile to make his ac-
tors feel comfortable.
he

take criticisen In his str
Age didn’t diminish his

he suggesled far-reaching
<har
ong advocate of the
pl.uansz identity of lndka
when Aa
about growing mlolermce

ally bound to protect our
minorities ™

Centre scraps ‘no-detention’
policy for Classes 5, 8; lays
stress on remedial measures

NEW DELHI

The Centre has done away
with the “no-detention™
policy for Classes S and 8,
the way for schools
to hold back students who
are unable to clear year-

end examinations.

The Ministry of Educa-
ton has published a g2
zete notification dated De-

lsol Education
(Amen Rul
2024, which states that if
2 child fails to fulfil
ton criteria in Sor
8 in the examina-
don, they can be held

nistry also emphasised the
need for remedial mea-
sures for such sIudenls w
close learnin,

While the ight t© Edu-
cation Act,
amended to scrap the no-
detention policy as early as

Students who do not Auil the
promotion crteria can sit for a
re-examnation in two months

2019, the Rules have been

n 2020, we wait-
ed for lhe National Curri-
culum Framework
document which was pu-
blished 023, before
orting o with e
Rules” a senior Ministry
official said.

After all other options
are exhausted, if there is a
need to detain the student,

they shall be detained. “At
the same time, no student
should be expelled from
school until Class 5, said
Union School Education
Secretary Sanjay Kumnar.
The Rules further state
that if a child fails to fulfil
the riteria, as

Amit Shah warns of
disruptive powers of
fake news in society

NEW DELHI

AMinister Amit

tive in the country today™
emphasising that disinfor-
mation, mAslnfomanon‘
. and fal:e

notified from time to time,
they shall be given addi-

and op-
portunity for re-examina-
tion within a period of two
months, from the date of
declaration of results. if the
child fails to clear the re-ex-
am, they s held

ck.
When the child is held
back, teacher

identify-

learning outcomes of the
students to be better.”

news had the power to
rupe the soctal fabric of s
society with the help of

new tec
Mr. Shah spoke on the
med to develop an intelli-
ate-

Amit Shan

hoax calls and fake emails,
as enemies of the country
were successfully creating
of fear and

By with frtendly nations o

desect ant-india orga:
networks, and

this strategy —must include

teror _among the public
through these means. The
Home Minister stressed
that to reduce the spread
of

well”. He mentioned lhzl
merely sharing forma-
tion was not enough and it
should be ensured that vi-
tal intelligence was re-
cetved from those nations
as

He also highlighted the
need to take prompt an
decisive action against

to zero, the
¢ should have “stra-
logy, an

Bureau Centenary Endow-
ment Lecture on Monday.

Senior Naxal leader
Prabhakar Rao held
in Chhattisgarh

RAIPUR

A senior Naxal leader, car-

e arrested
by the police In Kanker dis-
wrict of Chhartisgarh on
Sunday

.

Prabhakar Rao, alias
Balmurl Narayan Rao, 57.
was In charge of logistics
supply, mainly weapons,
T the Maoist Cadres in the
conflict zone of Bastar, the
police said in a statement.

P
new recruits In the Maoist

Rao  has
been associated with the
Maoist organisation for 40
years.

A senior police officer
sald Rao's arrest was a ma-
Jor development because it
would disrupt a well-esta-

blished supply network, as

garh. sai
Maoist out of the MOPOS
would adversely impact in-
doctrination, a more cru-
cal aspect for the security
force:
It will give a stgnificant
boast in curbing Naxal ac
tivities n the area, said the
officer.
the arrest, the officer
said that for the past few

garh pofice station area of
Kanker district on Sunday.

The police statement

11 detained for
a year on ship
off the Odisha
coast released

BHUBANESWAR

More than a year after re-
on:

members of MV Debi have
been released.

The sailors had been
stranded onboard as the

jon.

As per the Customs, the
1 crew members. includ-
ing six Vietnamese nation-

pping Company,
Vietnamese frm that
Panama-regis-

tered vessel, will have to
ensure proper mainte-
nance of the ship with 11
new crew members.
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Centre scraps ‘no-detention’
policy for Classes 5, 8; lays
stress on remedial measures

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Centre has done away
with the “no-detention”
policy for Classes 5 and 8,
paving the way for schools
to hold back students who
are unable to clear year-
end examinations.

The Ministry of Educa-
tion has published a ga-
zette notification dated De-
cember 16, titled “Right of
Children to Free and Com-
pulsory Education
(Amendment) Rules,
2024”7, which states that if
a child fails to fulfil promo-
tion criteria in Classes 5 or
8 in the regular examina-
tion, they can be held
back. In the Rules, the Mi-
nistry also emphasised the
need for remedial mea-
sures for such students to
close learning gaps.

While the Right to Edu-
cation Act, 2009 had been
amended to scrap the no-
detention policy as early as

Students who do not fulfil the
promotion criteria can sit for a
re-examination in two months

2019, the Rules have been
notified only now. “Since
the National Education
Policy (NEP) was an-
nounced in 2020, we wait-
ed for the National Curri-
culum Framework
document which was pu-
blished in 2023, before
coming out with the
Rules,” a senior Ministry
official said.

After all other options
are exhausted, if there is a
need to detain the student,

they shall be detained. “At
the same time, no student
should be expelled from
school until Class 8,” said
Union School Education
Secretary Sanjay Kumar.

The Rules further state
that if a child fails to fulfil
the promotion criteria, as
notified from time to time,
they shall be given addi-
tional instruction and op-
portunity for re-examina-
tion within a period of two
months, from the date of
declaration of results. If the
child fails to clear the re-ex-
am, they should be held
back.

When the child is held
back, the class teacher
shall guide the child as well
as the parents, if neces-
sary, and provide special-
ised inputs after identify-
ing the learning gaps at
various stages of assess-
ment. Mr. Kumar further
said, “We also want the
learning outcomes of the
students to be better.”




* Policy Change

* The Centre has ended the 'no-detention' policy for Classes 5 and 8, allowing schools to
hold back students who fail to clear year-end exams.

* Gazette notification titled "Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
(Amendment) Rules, 2024" was issued on December 16.



* Promotion and Detention Guidelines

 Students failing promotion criteria will undergo remedial teaching
and a re-examination within two months.

* If they fail the re-exam, they will be detained. However, no child will
be expelled from school until Class 8.



* Remedial Measures
* Teachers are to identify learning gaps at different assessment stages.

* Parents will be involved in providing specialized guidance for detained
students.

* Historical Context
* The Right to Education Act, 2009, initially included the no-detention clause.
« Amendments to scrap this policy were first introduced in 2019.

* Implementation was delayed due to the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 and the publication of the National Curriculum Framework in 2023.



* Objective

* The move aims to improve
students' learning outcomes by
bridging gaps in foundational skills
through targeted interventions.
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Envisioning India as a global skill supplier All eyes on Kurnool

e the Sl Job Inarket.
Global mega trends, such as
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e skil!
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policy

untries
hat their ability to
certamn

S1ch a8 an apeing soclety,
digitalisation, declining f
rates, and the need for economic
diversification strategies to tackle
the challenging
environment, can be met only by
welcoming international migrant
workers with the relevant

India rise to the occasion
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countries is a complex task.
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Labour Institute
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social security. skills, protection,
Ifare. iy
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The priority must be to raise the
quality of skill development to
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Stricter down under

The data for the charts were sourced from the Australian
Government’s Department of Home Affairs, the
Department of Education, the Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare’s Housing Dashboard, SGS Economics
and Planning’s 2024 Rental Affordability Index, and the
National Housing Supply and Affordability Council’s State
of the Housing System 2024 report

In the charts China and India are shown separately because
they are the top two sources of international students. In all the
charts, data is as of October 31, 2024

Chart 1: The chart illustrates the Rental Affordability Index in Chart 2: Visa grant rates for students from India, China,
the greater capital areas of Sydney and Melbourne, where a and all countries who applied for higher education and
higher index indicates better affordability vocational education and training courses in Australia
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Chart 3: Number of students from India and China who began
courses in New South Wales and Victoria over the years. K=1,000
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Chart 4: Visa processing time in days for Chinese and
Indian students between April and July in 2023 and 2024
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India’s reliance on China for critical minerals
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alleled dominance in the critical minerals sector? How was it able to do so? What are the minerals for which India is heavily de;

sndent on

China? Why has India not been able to excavate the lithium reserves found in Jammu and Kashmir?

EXPLAINER
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China, a leading player in critical minerals

China’s dominance in critical minerals stems from its vast resource base and strategic investments
across the value chain. As the world’s largest mining nation, China has discovered 173 types of minerals

China’s global market share (in percentage) across various minerals as of 2022
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EXPLAINER

Rakshith Shetty

The story so far:
he Ministry of Mines in 2023
identified 30 critical minerals
deemed essential for the
nation’s economic
development and national security. While
the report highlighted India’s complete
import dependency for 10 critical
minerals, it did not fully address a more
pressing concern — the extent and nature
of dependency on China.

Is China a dominant player?

China’s unparalleled dominance in critical
minerals stems from its vast resource base
and strategic investments across the value
chain. As the world’s largest mining
nation, China has discovered 173 types of
minerals, including 13 energy minerals, 59
metallic minerals, and 95 non-metallic
minerals. Reserves of nearly 40% of these
minerals, particularly copper, lead, zinc,
nickel, cobalt, lithium, gallium,
germanium, and crystalline graphite,
increased significantly last year,
supported by an exploration investment
of $19.4 billion. This led to the discovery
of 132 new mineral deposits, including 34
large ones. China’s dominance extends
beyond reserves to include processing
and refining, with control over 87% of
rare earth processing, 58% of lithium
refining, and 68% of silicon processing.
Furthermore, China has strategically
invested in overseas mining projects and
built unparalleled midstream refining
capabilities, raising supply chain
vulnerabilities for countries including
India, the U.S., and EU nations.

What about China’s export controls?
When it comes to China’s approach to
weaponising critical mineral exports, it is
strategic and calculated. Beijing primarily
targets minerals deemed critical by
Western nations and their allies,
especially those essential for

China, a leading player in critical minerals

China’s dominance in critical minerals stems from its vast resource base and strategic investments
across the value chain. As the world’s largest mining nation, China has discovered 173 types of minerals

China’s global market share (in percentage) across various minerals as of 2022
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semiconductors, batteries, and high-tech
manufacturing. However, China carefully
balances these decisions against two
constraining factors: it avoids controlling
minerals which heavily depend on
Western raw material imports, and it
refrains from actions that could disrupt its
domestic industrial enterprises or
export-dependent sectors. This strategic
calculus was evident in China’s 2010 rare
earth embargo against Japan, its recent
restrictions on antimony, gallium, and
germanium exports, and its December
2023 ban on rare earth extraction and
processing technologies.

Is India dependent on China?

An in-depth examination of import data
of 30 critical minerals spanning 2019 to
2024 reveals India’s acute vulnerability to
Chinese supplies, particularly for six
critical minerals where dependency

exceeds 40%: bismuth (85.6%), lithium
(829%), silicon (76%), titanium (50.6%),
tellurium (48.8%), and graphite (42.4%).
Bismuth, primarily used in
pharmaceuticals and chemicals, has few
alternative sources, with China
maintaining an estimated 80% of global
refinery production. Lithium, crucial for
EV batteries and energy storage, faces
processing bottlenecks, despite
alternative raw material sources, as China
controls 58% of global refining. Silicon,
vital for semiconductors and solar panels,
requires sophisticated processing
technology that few countries possess.
Titanium, essential for aerospace and
defence applications, has diversified
sources but involves high switching costs.
Tellurium, important for solar power and
thermoelectric devices, is dominated by
China’s 60% global production share and
finally graphite, indispensable for EV

batteries and steel production, faces
supply constraints as China controls
67.2% of global output, including
battery-grade material.

Why does India rely on imports?
Despite being endowed with significant
mineral resources, India’s heavy reliance
on imports stem from several structural
challenges in its mining and processing
ecosystem. Many critical minerals are
deep-seated, requiring high-risk
investments in exploration and mining
technologies — a factor that has deterred
private sector participation in the absence
of adequate incentives and policy
support. The country’s processing
capabilities are also limited. This is
particularly evident in the case of the
recently discovered lithium deposits in
Jammu and Kashmir, where despite the
presence of 5.9 million tonnes of
resources in clay deposits, India lacks the
technological capability to extract lithium
from such geological formations.

What is the way forward?
India has initiated a multi-pronged
approach to reduce its dependency on
China. The government has established
KABIL, a joint venture of three
State-owned companies, to secure
overseas mineral assets. India has also
joined strategic initiatives like the
Minerals Security Partnership and the
Critical Raw Materials Club to diversify its
supply sources and strengthen
partnerships. The country is also
investing in research through institutions
like the Geological Survey of India and the
Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research while promoting recycling and
circular economy practices to reduce
virgin mineral dependency.
Production-linked incentives for
extracting critical minerals through
recycling also seem promising. However,
transitioning away from China will require
sustained investment and long-term
commitment to these various initiatives.
The writer is a research analyst at The
Takshashila Institution.



e ldentification of Critical Minerals

* Ministry of Mines (India) identified

30 critical minerals essential for
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 China’s Dominance in Critical Minerals

* China is the world’s largest mining nation, with 173 types of minerals
discovered, including:
* 13 energy minerals, 59 metallic minerals, and 95 non-metallic minerals.

* Reserves include copper, lead, zinc, nickel, cobalt, lithium, gallium,
germanium, and crystalline graphite.

* China controls over 87% of rare earth processing and 68% of silicon
processing globally.



e Export Strategy of China

* Focuses on supply chain vulnerabilities by investing in overseas
mining and refining projects.

* Balances domestic consumption with export restrictions, especially in
minerals like gallium and germanium.



* India’s Dependency on Imports

* India, despite having significant mineral resources, faces challenges
such as inadequate mining technologies and limited private sector
participation.

* Lack of infrastructure has resulted in dependency, even for newly
discovered lithium reserves in Jammu and Kashmir.



e Steps Taken by India

* Formation of KABIL: A joint venture of three state-owned companies
to secure overseas mineral access.

* Strategic Initiatives:
* Minerals Security Partnership.
e Critical Raw Materials Club to diversify supply chains.



* Investment in R&D through Geological Survey of India and CSIR to
enhance mining technologies.

* Promotion of recycling and circular economy for reducing
dependency.

* China’s Export Controls and Their Impacts

e Restrictions on gallium and germanium exports post-2010 signal a
growing focus on controlling strategic resources.

e December 2023 saw a ban on new rare earth extraction licenses in
China.



* Future Outlook

* Transitioning away from Chinese
supply chains will require
significant investment in mining,
recycling, and research.

* Production-linked incentives and
long-term partnerships are
necessary to ensure mineral
security.
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Retail inflation for farm. rural

workers eases in November

Retail inflation for farm workers and rural
Aebichurens Sl in .S58 il S A9E Myt
compared with 5.96% and 6%, 1

. The All-India o el u-dex for

‘The CPI-AL and (_Pl—ltl. were 1,315 points and
1.326 points, respectively, in October 2024. »m

‘MFN not to hit India-EFTA pact

The Switzerland

nt's decision to

the Most Favoured Nation (M}-‘l\) status will not delay ratification and

ion of the four

tion of the already signed
trade agreement between
India and the EFTA bloc,
Switzerland has said_

The s government
has suspended the Most
Favoured Nation (MFN)
status, which could poten-
tially impact Swiss invest-
ments in India and lead to
higher taxes on Indian

in

Wipro names Ranjita Ghosh as
global chief marketing officer

IT company Wipro said it has appointed Ranjita
Ghosh as its new Global Chief Marketing Officer

(CMO), effective
:ak:s

Inextyesr: Ms. Chosh

February
the chair from Laura Lansdon,

L

ppor

w1p

said.

MO ofwipco‘s Asia Pacific. Middle East & Arnca

(APMEA) strategic

market unit, Ms.

now lead all marketing activities for \Nlptn across

s geographies.

Hon

Nissan aim at closi

merger talks in June: source

unveil a pact to explore a

Nissan may
esger by setting up 2 joint holding company, a
Wwith the matter

Honda capitalisatio
$40 billion and Nissan about $10 billion.

n of more than

# EFTA-ndia Trade and Ec i

the Europe:
india and the fourna-
tion Euroj Free Trade

pean Fre

)\ssocla!lnn (EFTA) signed
the pact, officlally dubbed

as TEPA ade and Eco-

track: MFN decision does not negatiely hit investments from.
prrtoomtry Incia, the Swiss government said. GETTY IMAGESISTOCK

nomic Partnership Agree-
ment), in March. Its mem-
Iceland,

bers are
Liechtenstein,  Norway,

Agr

be implement
“No, the de(lsion wll!

not delay the ratificatios

and implementation of s

TA-India TEPA" the Em-

bassy of Switzerland in In-

dia said in a response to

(TEPA)

tlon European bloc signed
a free trade agreem.

Ger which New Delhi re.
cefved an investment com-
mitment of $100 billion in
from the grouping

ar low-

PT1gueries on the mater.  ducts like
The ion does not  chocolates and cut and
it polished
from Switzerland to India.  er or zero duties.

and India does neither af-
fect trade ties

wo counms nor Swiss m-
it said.

The agreement is yet to

India’
T BhA. the St e

in 2023-24, India’s im-

ports,
trade deficit of $19.72 bil-
lion. 1n

billion in foreign direct in-

‘ICAI panel probing alleged
auditing lapses in Byju’s case’

NEW DELHI
Chart a 5™
apex body ICAI president

3
matter relat-
ed to Byju's has been re-
ferred to the disciplinary
committee by the disciplin-
ary directorate and invesi
gauons are going on, he
e media

Speciﬁc details such as
whether the directorate
has prima facie found any

—

violations were not dis-
closed by him.
Responding to queries,

tnvestigaing it, he added.
this year, Mr.
rwal had said 1CAl
found gross negligence on
the pare of the muditors of
Byju's and the matter was
referred to the Financial
Re view Board
(FRRB) for punitive actions
on the auditors concerned.
FRREB rred the
mater to the disciplinary
directorate.  Byju's
been facing multiple head-

the ecumoch furm.

Sensex, Nifty end
5-day losing streak

nc
The top Sensex gainers

included ITC (2.07%), Tech

Mahindra (1.68%), HDFC
Bank (1.63%), 1
Bank (LS8%), Reliance

(1.33%) and Titan (L16%).

search. HDFC Securities.

" Adani to buy plane
MRO firm Air Works

1ndia’s largest private sec-
tor maintenance,

and overhianl (R0) com-
Ppany at an enterprise v:
SFTe00 crore, a3 per an ex-
fili

“Creating a presence in
the MRO sector is a com-
mitment to building an in-
:qgra:ed avlanon servmes

osystem
ony e backhons of 1.
's  aviarl

ed as saying in a statement.
The group manages se-
wven top-tier airports, in-

meda-

A
s o Lk whid
together, account for 25%
of passengers and 33% of
alr cargo in the country.
Established in 1951, Air

Switzerland’s TIL to
invest 20,000 crore
in Vadhvan Port

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAL
Jawaharlal Nehru Port

Authority (INPA) said it
signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
Terminal Investment ud,

L for uctin,
Vadhvan Port pmjecz l.xd_
(VPPL) In M:

TIL will invest an est-

ecosyste:
TIL, based out of Swit-
zerland, has a dives e

2.06 lakh locally-made noise
barriers put up on bullet train route

NEW DELHI

Up to 2.06 lakh noise bar-
riers have been instalied

ional High
Corporation

i Six factories have been buit for

Rail Ltd.
(NHSRCL) designed to mn@m sound

have been the train and
buile for indigenous pro-  civil structures during op-

duction of the barriers.
“Three factories are locat-

and lessors. It services 50
types of aircraft.

folio of termi-

nals, located at key ports
on the world’s major ship-
ping routes, pro\'ldlng ac-
cess to developed and de-

Wagh, chairman, JNPA and
CMD, VPPL.

edin with
each in Surat, Vadodara,
and Anand” said the
spokesperson.

The noise barriers are

erations. The barriers re-

flect and distribute aerody-

namic noise produced by

the as

sound, genemed by wheels
along the tracks.

“Each barrier measures

inckgencus production of the barmiers. THe HMNDL

2 metre in helght and 1
metre In width, with
welght of appmxnmxgly
830-840 kg. In v
and

areas, (a.ller
e rs of 3 metre
have been installed. These
additional 1-

metre translucent
bonate panel above the 2-

metre concrete barrier to
snanre pasmengersemjoy
unobstructed

spokesperson said.
Ower 243 km o( viaduct

construction_ has

completed, along with 352

lines. highways have
been crossed
steel s and two pres-

pidly

crete (RC) track bed con-
struction underway in
Anand, Vadodars, Surat,
and Navsari The
I2 stations alnng me corri-
dor are belng constructed.

How to tax popcorn? India’s formula
sparks outrage against GST system

Reuters
NEW DELHI

India’s mowve

The differential rates
come into_effect imme-
diately, ending confusion
aver rates as popcorn was
taxed differently across
States.

is taxed differently.
The

ty we are veering to greater
difficulty

wever, sparked a social me-
dia storm on Sunday, with
politi 5
econol and suppor-
ters of PM Narendra Modi's
government criticising the
move and others creating
memes and fun.

“Complexity is
reacrats delight and citi-
zens® nightmare.” previous
Chief Economic Adviser K.
V Subramanian wrote on

the
behind the decision to tax

caramel popcorn at 18%,
Finance Minister Nirmala

id that any

sa
product with added sugar

1y is co cause
instead of at moving
e ireceion ofslmphd»

enforcement and  just
1 v
One widely circulated
post on X showed an image
of a branded “salt cara-
mel~ poj
said

different tax stabs for pop-
corn under GST only
brings to ugm a deeper is-
sue the growing comp!
© 0f 2 3yacem that was sup-
posed to be a Good and
Simple Tax". A Finance Mi-
nistry spokesperson and
GST Council Secreta-
riat did not comment on
the controvers;

Chhattisgarh gets 315,184 crore
worth investment proposals

RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh attracted in-
vestment proposals of the
face value of 215,184 crore
at Investors Connect Meet
held in New Delhi on Mon-
day. Data shared by the
Snue gm-emrnenl shmn a
company from the

Tenewable energy  sector
had committed a substan-
tial 75% of these propasals.
“A total of 215,184 crore

nt proposals have

been received by top com-
with a focus on sec-

tors like semiconductor, IT,
electronics, food process-
ing, EV, electrical and re-
newable energy.” said a
statement issued by the go-
t after the condu-

ion of the event which

and e
ccts in the State

was attended by Chief Mi-

Lad. sha
ing a plan to Invest 211,500
crore in p storage and
green hydrogen projects in
the Stax

The cthar: major :com-
mitments include Polyma-
tec Electronics Ltd.s 21,134
crore nvestment proposal

in the semiconductor sec-
wr, frecasting the crea-

tion of 100 jobs and TWI
G i

Central Bank
to focus on
MSMESs, digital
banking

MuMBAL
Central Bank of India (CBD),
on the ion of its 1i4th

2 has intro-

in
al domains of Chhartis-

duced customised finar

gars | industrial land- | cial products for M

scape, retail, salaried class, busi-

longer jusl a mlnenll—rlch ness persons and facilities

State as it w ‘a | for forex

hub for modern Industries bank launched new

and emerging | initiatives for staff, focus-

technologles ing on growth, well-being.
“Our n pol- | and elop-

lcy provides tax, land and | ment besides m.mng to

electricity exemptions as | focus on mobilising low-

well as single-window clea- | cost deposits.

rance for industries. This Bank’s MD and CEO M.

policy not only emphasises | Rao emphasised on the im-

on setting up P of

bt aleo on empicyment | Iric products in driving the

generation,” he sasd bank’s growth.

Amx




‘MFN not to hit India-EFTA pact’

The Switzerland government’s decision to suspend the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status will not delay ratification and

implementation of the four-nation EFTA-India Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA)

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

he Swiss decision
T to suspend the
most favoured na-

tion clause in the Double
Taxation Avoidance Agree-
ment will not delay the rat-
ification and implementa-
tion of the already signed
trade agreement between
India and the EFTA bloc,
Switzerland has said.

The Swiss government
has suspended the Most
Favoured Nation (MFN)
status, which could poten-
tially impact Swiss invest-
ments in India and lead to
higher taxes on Indian
companies operating in

On track: MFN decision does not negative& hit investments from
Switzerland to India, the Swiss government said. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

the European nation.
India and the four-na-
tion European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) signed
the pact, officially dubbed
as TEPA (Trade and Eco-

nomic Partnership Agree-
ment), in March. Its mem-

bers are Iceland,
Liechtenstein, = Norway,
and Switzerland.

The agreement is yet to

be implemented.

“No, the decision will
not delay the ratification
and implementation of EF-
TA-India TEPA,” the Em-
bassy of Switzerland in In-
dia said in a response to
PTI queries on the matter.

The decision does not
negatively hit investments
from Switzerland to India.

“The current suspen-
sion from the Swiss side of
the application of the MFN
clause under the protocol
to double taxation agree-
ment between Switzerland
and India does neither af-
fect trade ties between the
two countries nor Swiss in-
vestments in India,” it said.

India and the four-na-

tion European bloc signed
a free trade agreement un-
der which New Delhi re-
ceived an investment com-
mitment of $100 billion in
15 years from the grouping
while allowing several pro-
ducts like Swiss watches,
chocolates and cut and
polished diamonds at low-
er or zero duties.

In 2023-24, India’s im-
ports from Switzerland
stood at $21.24 billion
against $1.52 billion ex-
ports, leading to a huge
trade deficit of $19.72 bil-
lion. India got about $10.72
billion in foreign direct in-
vestments from Switzer-
land between April 2000
and September 2024.



* Background on MFN Suspension

 Switzerland has suspended the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) clause in
its Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement with India.

. TgcoRels o ARA o T GlgY YT §d1d JHSId & "AIEe hds
A" (MFN) RO T fAeifad & f&ar g

* This move could potentially result in higher taxes on Indian
companies operating in Switzerland.

+ g hcH [Tacoels H HHA T dlell ARA HUlEdl W 386 T

o9l HohdT &l




* No Impact on India-EFTA Trade Pact

* The Swiss Embassy clarified that this suspension will not delay the
ratification or implementation of the EFTA-India TEPA (Trade and
Economic Partnership Agreement).

- [¥ag gamae o Tuse fhar f& I fAdes EFTA-RA =R 3R
31T HENERY FASIA (TEPA) & 3fefAlee AT Hrdieadsl H i #igh
LI |




* About EFTA and TEPA

* EFTA includes four nations: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and
Switzerland.

« EFTAH TR 2 A & 3M8dels, e, did, 3R Tacores|

* The pact aims to enhance trade ties by reducing tariffs and promoting
Investment.

» AT T 3¢6T IR oYl I T Soll 3R fAder =i
IIcaTfgd HI=T &




 Trade and Investment Data

* |n 2023-24, India’s imports from Switzerland were valued at $21.24
billion, while exports stood at $1.52 billion, leading to a trade deficit
of $19.72 billion.

¢« 2023-24 H AR & Facoels I 3mard $21.24 Wfeaa 31k &aa
$1.52 faforae a1, Ed $19.72 ST &7 <INAR el g3l

* India received $10.72 billion in FDI from Switzerland between April
2000 and September 2024.

« 39 2000 & RAdE 2024 & &I ART of RFacorels & $10.72
faferasr &1 gcgeT facelr faaer grca o




* Sectoral Implications

* The agreement allows duty-free or reduced-duty imports of Swiss
watches, chocolates, and polished diamonds into India.

« gHSIAr Bag gfsal, diehele 3R 9Tl T 1T §RI & 3Ad W
e AT A Yoh Sl IeTATT ST &

* The suspension of MFN does not negatively impact Swiss investments
in India.

« MFN & folelged I TEacaiels & ARA # [Hay 9T FIS ARRIcHS
THIG sTgl IS




1.Historical and Economic Context
1. This is part of broader trade reforms to ensure better bilateral relations.

1.§géwaiﬁqaﬂ'amgﬁfa\ud el & U A9 AR URT &1 e
I

2. Switzerland has been a key investor in India, especially in sectors like
pharmaceuticals, precision instruments, and luxury goods.

1. [ETCels IR H BIHAIEG[Ched, Heldh 3UIUT 3N ofeFolll ATHE S &31 &
g fAaee @ &




Here's a concise chart explaining the EFTA-India TEPA:

Category
EFTA Members
India's Involvement

Key Objectives

Negotiations

Began

Key Sectors
Trade in Goods
Trade in Services

Investment

Market Potential

Challenges

Current Status

Details
Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein
Aimed at enhancing bilateral trade and investment with EFTA countries.

- Promote trade in goods and services.
- Encourage investment flows.

- Strengthen economic ties.

2008

Pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, gems and jewelry, textiles, IT services, and more.
Focus on reducing tariffs and non-tariff barriers for better market access.
Liberalization in sectors like IT, financial services, and healthcare.

Facilitation of cross-border investments and protection of intellectual property

rights.

- EFTA countries offer a high-income consumer base.

- India offers a large and growing market.

- Differences in regulatory standards.

- Tariff preferences on sensitive products.

Negotiations ongoing with discussions on key trade aspects.
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DHAKA SENDS NOTE VERBALE SEEKING EXTRADITION

Bangladesh tells India to send back
Sheikh Hasina for “judicial process’

MEA confirms diplomatic note from
Dhaka: ‘No comment at this time’

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 23

OVER FOUR manths after formses
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina fled to Indsa fok-
lowing massive protests that

yeas-ald
regime. Dhaka has sent a diplo-
matic note asking New Delhi 1o

development has the po-
renrial 10 impact bilateral tes —
already under strain
Fasina®

Monday asked schools to prevent
enrolment of “illezal Bangladesh
migrant” children_ and inform
police and other suthorities “i
case of any doubt™ about 2 Stu-
dent’s citizenship status.
“Schools must ensure st

dmission procedures, verifica-
tiom of students’ documentation

nesin particula” sid arculis

Signed by De; e of

Education (Schools) Sanjey

o
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

BusINESs As UsuaL

By UNNY

Wil need

! Ousted PM
Hasina
arrived in
indiaon

E

“We have sent a note verbale
(diplomatic message) to the
indian government ~yires that

for. the judicial process,” Touhid
Hossain. Foreign Affairs Advisor

£
= ® refusal

THE ENDEA-BANGH
extradition treaty has
provisions for sefusing
requests, including if the
offerce is of “political na-
fure", of an acausation
has mxb.ee made in
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Bangladesh crisis dents
sluggish recovery in
India’s tourist arrivals

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI. DECEMBER 23

INDIA WAS aiready strugsling

good fai
S Ristice”. or military of-
fences wisich are not-an

e under the gen-
rai criminal e

Covery i foreign tourist anvals
(FTAS) in the first half of 2024,
\yith voluumes sull railing those

. even as the number of

in Bangtadesh’
mnent said

2

‘No-detention policy’
ends for Classes 5 & 8
in central schools

priste governmens- todecide on

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 23

THE CENTRE has scrapped the

Zoverne it. inciuding
Kendriya Vidyalayas and
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas,

The decision will impact
around 3,000 Central schools, in-
cluding Sainik Schools, which,
function under the Ministry of
ace. and Ekiavya Model
Residential Schools, under the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

It comes five years after the
Right 10 Education Act, 2008
was amended in 2019 10 inciude
actause that dcreved the “appeo-

Sands Since then muany e
0 Territories (UTS) have
Sttcadyscepped the no-denes
tion 3
In a notification kssued Last
ek the Ministry of Education
amended the Right of Childre:
and . Compulsory

maining classes up to Class 8
cannct be detained.

The rules now state that i 3
Class 5 ar Class 8 student does.

end of the scademic year, be;
shatl atven. additional
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

A CM, a film star and a tragedy:
Hyderabad post-script with twists

NIKHILA HENRY &
SREENIVAS JANYALA
NEW DELH RABAD.
DECEMBER 23

IN HES Latest blockbuster Pushpa
u Asyurrs charac-
terensures are
aslight to him by the salnug(hnrl
mirEster. In the pas
Version of the script has been
ut in real life in

Standoff with Congress CM

PAGE1
ANCHOR

SHYAM BENECAL filmmaker,
raconseur bon vivant has
vy, He was 90.

It is an irreparable loss. We
have lost 2 rare voice wiho said &
like he saw it through his S0

Parallel

"

Telangana CM
Reaay (e, actor Al Arjun

Revanth Reddy.

The death of a 35-year-old
woman ina stampede at a show
of Arjun’s Pusfipa 2 in Hyderabad
on December 4, which was at-
tended by him, has so far seen
the actor's arrest on charges of
culpabie homicide not amount-

and f

REPORT, PAGE 10

passed pre-Covid levels. Then
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

DROP IN TUIRISTS
FROM BANGLADESH

Of coeal foreign wurst
arrivals

Source: Ministry of Fourtm

AT CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE OF INDIA CHRISTMAS EVENT

PM raises Germany Christmas
market attack: ‘Pains my heart’

‘Attempts to spread violence, cause disruption in society”
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GUNNED DOWN IN PILIBHIT

3 of Khalistan outfit
linked to Punjab
grenade attacks

killed in encounter

KZF chief and a serving British Army
soldier control module: Punjab DGP

JAGDEEP SINGH DEEP
& MANISH SAHU
MOHALL LUCKNOW. DEC 23

THREE MEMBERS of the
Khalistan Zindabad Force (KZF).
who were allegedly involved n

recer ks on e
establishments in the border
exs of killed in an

encounter in Uttar Pradesh's
district on Monday
morning. The encountes was
jointly conducted by police
Teams from Punjaband Up
ee were identified as
Gurwinder Singh (25}, Varinder
Siagh alias Ravi (23). and
Jashanpreet Singh aliss Pratap
Singh (18). all residents of
Cramtaspes:
In 3 post on X. Punjab
Direcaor Generalof ol
Yaday said the module w.
trolled by KZF chief Ranjeet
Singh Nita and by one Jagjeet
Singh, who was “serving in the

British Arry~

“In 2 major breakthrough
against 3 Palcsponsoced
Khalistan Zindabad Force (KZF)

said in a post. He said the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

UK soldier on police
radar is from Punjab
family of Armymen,
fought in Afghanistan

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH DECEMBER 23
INVESTIGATIONS

INTO the

has served in Afghanistan.

e

went to the UK

Modi offers during Christm P wbe .
Catholic Bishops' C india in T recent grenade attacks on police
establishments in Punjal Jagjeet Singh
Following the killing of three  ©on a student visa 10 years ago
erbood. 1t thacwe hope v Hope forha-  members of the KZF module in
NIKHILA HENRY Wortk > make this spinitatronges,  manity. hope for a betier world,  PHIbRC, Punjab DCP Gaurav
NEW DELHI DECEMBER 23 Brit pains my heart when there o peace. progress and  Yadav. in a poston X identified  time, it is yet to be ascertained
are attempes to spread viokence  prosperity™. ltis hope whichhas  the British froen Britist

markes attack in Ger
the 2015 Easter borbings in Sl
v Mirsister Nar
Mm. B M1 Spoke otk
the “attempes to spread
ndc.

CITING THE recent Christmas
nasy and

for voi
causing hurt (e is out on bad):
Mse:nbly attacks the

4 ABVIDM against the

ALLUARJUNCALLED
TO POLICE STATION
TODAY race 14

When bis Adanthan, Indias firs
crowdfunded
M.mmcum mnmsm.n

star: accusations against him of
callousness: press conference by

him claiming attempts at
coNTINU! PAGE2

aps be well encugh 10 add to his
extensive filmography. which
with the 1974 Arkur.

apolog
xns  foe bis alting. memary”, he
proxs regale me with an-
S oeioacs Sl af et and ks
chief, and we rarg off procising
to speak again soon. Now that
will never be.
He had been 2ling. and been

years of active Silmenaking. full
of

He was also one of the very
few fEmmakers who woee theis
fame so Hghtly, with such ele-
sance_ It wa
marked a
through the years, the last of
which was an excharge this May

2 joyous image from his £
bérthd.ay wo weeks back.
with Shahana Azmi and

o 2023
bio-pic of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. Mujib: The
Makireg Of AN

The.

based
on Jawaharlal Nehu's opes The
Discovery Of India. X is an arigin

side.,
left us feeling as if there was still
time. Time for Ber: 0 make
yet another recovery, and per-

szocy
5.000 years, from the birth of a
subcontinent to the creation of

Calingit a

vnlw\:e ar

ety”

Speaking at the Christmas

celebrations hosted by the
- C

. JUSt 3 few days ago.
Whhix happened at 2 (hnsun.ls

market in Germany.
Chcines b ont Enkes vocrs ot
went to Coloembo to pay
Bomage to those who Jost thes
Hves in the bombéngs. It i impor-
c her and fight

such challenges=.
Talk:

Sods said
Lord Christ cele-
ate love. harmocry and broth-

“The

woek of seminal importance has.
atways fel rght

calling Ankur a

bout the: "
hope in the Bible. Modi said.
“Hope is a source of strengzh and
peace._.We are also guided by

cinema pioneer, took us to places

SHYAM BENEGAL
1934-2024

game-changer. an overused

viate poverty (o
2 grea extent even as it became
the SIth Larsest econammy in the
said_“India will reach
Sreater m.g.h with hope and
optimism”
According to the PM's Office,
“this is the first time a Prime
ister is

s Jagjees
e by the adopeed
name of Fateh Sengh “Baagi'-
g £ senice police af-
ficers. ave re-

I i szill in service oF nog” 3 se:
ior officer told The indian
Normally. we do not

veated that Jagseet Singh comes
froen a miltary lineage in ndsa,
with roots in Tarn Taran district

< on such inquiries
otve-
ment of any citizen of theirs

of Punjah Severalof ¥ .
Eather and

programme af the headcuartess.
of the Catholic Chiurch of India™.
“The Bible says. carry each
cehers’ burdens. jesus Chirist has
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

beother. have served in the
Indlian Arry.

“While we are clear that
Jagjees Singh was serving with
the British Army at one poént in

DCP Yada in his post. bow-
sver, described Jagiese Sit

in the UK and serving in

the Beicish Army~.
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PREVIOUS CHAIRMAN COMPLETED TERMON JUNE 1

Ex-SCjudge V Ramasubramanian
appointed new NHRC chairperson

Was part of several benches in key cases, including one that upheld demonetisation

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 23

FORMER SUPREME Court judge
V Ramasubramanian has been
appointed as the 9th
Chairperson of the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) for a tenure of three
years until December 2027.

Justice Ramasubramanian
was informed about the ap-
pointment through a letter
signed by Ministry of Home
Affairs Joint Secretary Niraj
Kumar Bansod. “Respected sir, |
enclose herewith the warrant
signed by the Hon'ble President
of India for the appointment as
Chairperson, National Human
Rights Commission in terms of
Section 3(2)(a) of the Protection
of Human Rights Act, 1993. You
are requested to kindly join the
Commission at the earliest,” the
letter states.

4 Retired as
Q SCjudge
on June 29,

2023

Ll
4

Justice Ramasubramanian
retired on June 29, 2023, after
serving for over three years as a
Supreme Court judge. During his
tenure, he was part of several
benches in important cases, in-
cluding the five-judge bench
that upheld the Centre’s demon-
etisation scheme in 2023 and the
decision to set aside an RBI cir-
cular that stated it would not
provide services to individuals
and businesses dealing with
cryptocurrency.

His legal career began after
he completed his LLB from
Madras Law College in 1983. He
practised at the Madras High
Court for 23 years before he was

appointed as a judge of the same
courton July 31,2006.

At his own request, he was
transferred to the High Court for
the states of Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh in April 2016
and remained in Hyderabad af-
ter the court was bifurcated and
served as a judge of the
Telangana High Court until he
was appointed as the Chief
Justice of the Himachal Pradesh
High Court on June 22, 2019.
Three months later, on
September 23, he was elevated
to the Supreme Court of India.

The previous NHRC chair-
man, Justice Arun Mishra, com-
pleted his term on June 1, 2024.
It has since been functioning un-
der the aegis of Acting
Chairperson Vijaya Bharati
Sayani. The NHRCis empowered
to investigate allegations of hu-
man rights violations, either of
its own accord or after receiving
a petition from a victim (or

someone on their behalf). It may
also intervene as a party in on-
going cases concerning human
rights violations, make recom-
mendations aimed at protecting
human rights, and conduct or
promote research in related
fields.

Previous chairpersons also
include former Chief Justices of
India Ranganath Mishra (the first
NHRC Chairperson), M N
Venkatachaliah, ] S Verma, A S
Anand, S Rajendra Babu, K G
Balakrishnan and H L Dattu.

Until 2019 only former Chief
Justices of India could be ap-
pointed as NHRC chairperson.
However, in July 2019, the
Protection of Human Rights Act,
1993, was amended to also allow
former SC judges for the post.

Following Justice Mishra,
Justice Ramasubramanian will
now be the second NHRC chair-
person to have never served as
Chief Justice of India.



Aspect
Establishment
Type
Objective

Composition

Appointment

Details

1993, under the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993
Statutory Body

Protection and promotion of human rights

- Chairperson: Retired Chief Justice of India (CJI)

- Members: 4 (including one serving or retired Supreme Court judge, and one serving

or retired High Court Chief Justice)
- 2 Members with expertise in human rights

- Ex-officio Members: Chairpersons of National Commissions (e.g., SC, ST, Women,

Minorities)
By the President on the recommendation of a high-level committee:
- Prime Minister (Chairperson)

- Home Minister, Speaker of Lok Sabha, Deputy Chairperson of Rajya Sabha, Leaders
of Opposition in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha, and Union Minister in charge of Human
Affairs



Term Chairperson and Members: 5 years or until the age of 70, whichever is earlier
Key Functions - Inquire into complaints of human rights violations
- Intervene in judicial proceedings involving human rights
- Visit detention facilities and assess living conditions
- Spread awareness about human rights
- Promote research and policy suggestions
Limitations - Recommends actions but decisions are not binding
- Jurisdiction is limited to Union and State Governments (not private entities)
- Cannot inquire into cases older than 1 year
Significance - Acts as a watchdog for human rights in India

- Provides policy input and reports to the government

Recent - Awareness campaigns on child rights, women's rights, and labor rights
Initiatives
Challenges - Lack of financial and functional independence

- Over-dependence on government



* Appointment Details

* Former Supreme Court judge V. Ramasubramanian appointed as the
9th Chairperson of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC).

* Tenure: Three years, effective December 2023.



e Background and Judicial Career

* Justice Ramasubramanian retired from the Supreme Court on June
29, 2023, after serving for over three years.

* Key roles:

* Part of the five-judge bench that upheld the Centre’s demonetisation scheme
in 2023.

* Ruled on cases concerning the RBI's cryptocurrency services



* Legal career began at Madras High
Court, where he practiced for 23
years before being appointed a
judge in 2006.Elevated to Chief

Justice of Himachal Pradesh High

Court in 2019 and Supreme Court
later that year.



* Role and Responsibilities of NHRC

* |Investigates human rights violations, recommends protection measures,
and conducts research.

* Canintervene in court cases related to human rights and propose policy
reforms.

* Historical Context
* NHRC Chairpersons have typically been former Chief Justices of India.

* Justice Ramasubramanian is the second NHRC Chairperson to not have
served as Chief Justice of India, after recent amendments to the Protection
of:Human Rights Act, 1993.



1.Significance

1. The appointment reflects the emphasis on judicial expertise and continuity in
addressing human rights issues.

2. NHRC continues to function under its revised mandate, ensuring adherence
to human rights in a changing legal landscape.



Panama Canal



US President-elect Donald Trump has
threatened to reclaim the Panama Canal,
citing rising tariffs and concerns over
sovereignty.

About
Panama Canal, is an artificial 82-km

waterways formally inaugurated in 1914.

It is connecting the Atlantic Ocean with
the Pacific Ocean by providing a shortcut
through the Isthmus of Panama.

e -



 The Panama Canal locks at each
end lift ships up to Gatun Lake, an
artificial freshwater lake 26 m
above sea level created by
damming up the Chagres
River and Lake Alajuela.

* Significance: Nearly 6% of global
trade (by value) passes through the
canal, making it one of the world’s
most critical maritime trade routes.




§§ PANAMA

Panama canal accounts for
6 per cent of global trade

A ship covers a distance of

8,370 km

between New York
city and San Francisco
city via Panama Canal

Alternative route through
Cape Horn, the southern
tip of South America,
takes

22,500 km

=== OLDROUTE ——— NEWROUTE



Sagar Island




e Sagar Island in West Bengal, where the Gangasagar Mela takes place
every January, is experiencing severe climate change impacts.

* About Sagar Island

e Sagar Island, also known as Ganga Sagar or Sagardwip, is located in
the Ganges delta on the continental shelf of the Bay of Bengal.



* It consists of 43 villages and is separated from Mahisani Island by the
River Muriganga Batala.

* The island, along with Mahisani and Ghoramara, is classified under
the sand group category.

* It is a significant religious site for Hindus, especially during the Makar
Sankranti festival, where pilgrims honor the Sun.

* The Kapil Muni Temple on the island is a major pilgrimage center
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* What is the significance of the Parivar Mulakat (Family Visit) pilot project

introduced in Punjab prisons?
qolrel T Sl H %R‘ fpT a7 IRER FeTRIT (Family Visit) ITIeC
NTode T Hged FAT &7

* A. Promotes rehabilitation of prisoners / hiedl & tl?-lﬁﬁ'\q' $ derar

et
B. Allows intimate family visits for prisoners / $feal & T awer

qiRaR® Herwra A A
C. Reduces prison overcrowding / e & g FH T

D. Provides legal aid for prlsoners/%ﬁ'ﬂ’r * faw H-TIFI?ﬁ delddl Ycgled
C X




 Which mineral is India heavily dependent on imports for, as
highlighted by the Ministry of Mines?

HSsT HIATIT ¢dRT 399 [T 0 g @lasr & fow IR

HATT W AcTAh A g7

e A. Lithium / Qfdas
B. Gallium /ﬁﬁw
C. Cobalt / HI&Tee
D. All of the above / 390ed THI




 What is the major step taken by India to reduce dependence on
imported minerals?

rfad @fast R Q@ARar &7 Fa & fav #Rd garT 3331
T 7Y FHeH FT §7?

* A. Formatlon of KABIL joint venture / KABIL H’qﬂ-—d 3YhHA Dl NS
B. Promotion of recycling and circular economy / ﬂﬂﬁﬁ-‘«lﬂ IR

qRYT HYTTEUT HT Ferar el
C. Investment in mining technologles/EI?I?-l' Eﬁaﬁﬁlﬁ H fAaer

D. All of the above / 390ad HHI




* Which historical monument is
featured on the 75th anniversary
commemorative stamp of India?
HRT & 75d U6 TARS feahe O
W i AT Uidelf@s TARS

EIEC ¥
» A. Gateway of India / 3ea 3TH

sfsdT

B. Qutub Minar / Sdd AR
C. Red Fort / &TeT TohdT
D. Charminar / GRHAAR



* The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
(Amendment) Rules, 2024 now allow detention for students in which
classes?

Todl & AFT 3 Afrard Ram w1 3RFR (Feee) &,
2024 319 ool T3 & ST & folv Uk & TATT &l 572

*A.Classes1to4 /e 1 H 4
B. Classes 5and 8 / H&T 5 3il¥ 8
C. Classes 6 and 7 / &l 6 3iIX 7
D. Classes 9 and 10 / h&T 9 3IX 10



* What are the operational challenges for implementing conjugal visits
in overcrowded prisons like Delhi?

feoell S #fisHTS arell_Stell A darfgeh HeThIdl &l o] s
H T gREmel IAlfaar 87

* A. Overcrowded prisons / il # HIsHTS
B. Security concerns regarding contraband smuggling / IGCIRG]

qEG3T 1 TERY @ gafta e @Haw
C. Lack of proper legal framework/3‘ﬁl?l' a?l?l?ﬁ eI &Y FHAT
D. All of the above / 39ed THI



* Which court recognized the right to procreation during incarceration
in 20147
2014 H THE 3ETaId o Siel & GRIT Toleded & SRR hl

AT dT ar?

* A. Supreme Court of India / IR T Hafed T d
B. Punjab and Haryana High Court / 9TTe 31X gRmom 3=9
1R IR
C. Madras High Court / A 3©d «~qATld
D. Delhi High Court / f¢eell 3= ~aR—ITaT




* The Most Favoured Nation (MFN) suspension by Switzerland may result in:

TEICoels ganT Walfda 3reTdhel ISE (MFN) fAelseT & T IROTA g Hehl §7?

* A. Increased taxes on Indian companies in Switzerland / ﬁﬁ'c'.\_rﬂﬁ?; H AR
FIfAAT W X H I
B. Delay in EFTA trade negotlatlons / EFTA SR a1t # &8
C. Improved FDI in India / IR H URIINTE A JUr
D. None of the above / 39U0Fd # & HI$ Flﬁ




* What is the primary objective of the Minerals Security Partnership
initiated by India?
3—II~{<-I%_C\\CII~{I A& T I GieTsT FI&T WBAGH T ALY 3¢aT
T g ?

* A. Diversify mineral supply chains / gfasr amgfed s@ensit &
fafaerar o D
B. Invest in renewable energy projects / TdIRIONT Foll
qRISTA3 & fAdewr T
C. Promote sustainable mining / TIRIT @eleT &Y deldl ol
D. Build strategic mineral reserves / ITeIfae @fasr TSR FelTelT




Word of the day

Requite:

make repayment for or return something

Synonym: repay

Usage: she did not requite his love.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/requitepro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /irkwart/




Fun Fact



Myth 2: Space is a
complete vacuum

* Truth: Space is not a perfect
vacuum. It contains particles,
radiation, and fields, although

it’s much less dense than Earth's
atmosphere.
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