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* According to a recent study, when did iron usage begin in Tamil
Nadu?

- T &1 A S Th eI & I[UR, dffees & dlg H1

Fd YT FI;T?
+ A. 1500 BCE
B. 2000 BCE
C. 3345 BCE

D. 1000 BCE



* What scientific method was used to verify the iron findings in Tamil
Nadu?

. afeTE # W A @ A qfte & AT B @ Sl R
&T 39ITr fFaT IAT?

* A. Carbon Dating / &TaeT 3T
B. Accelerator Mass Spectrometry (AMS) and Optically Stimulated
Luminescence (OSL)/(’WﬂW ATH TAFeIA (AMS) 3iX
HeeHhell FeFgacs gAAAT (0SL)
C. X-ray Diffraction / tFaxX fRAade
D. DNA Sequencing / STTAT 3Telsh 0T

e



 What did the High Court rule about the use of loudspeakers in
religious places?

« 3TT AT o UTfAS TTl A APSTENHT & 3T YT 47
Aoy fear?

 A. Loudspeakers can be used at all times / AT3sTNHT HT 3T &1
AT fRAT ST T &
B. Loudspeaker usage is not an essential part of any religion /

mmmﬁmﬁaﬁaﬁmmﬁaﬁﬁwaﬁ%

C. Loudspeaker use must be allowed in all religious places /

aﬁmmﬁﬁmﬁw%ﬂwaﬁaﬂﬂﬁraaﬁﬁw
D. Loudspeaker usage should be banned nationwide / A3STdISRT &

39T 9T QX S # YA Semam S 9fg e



* Which Indian state is actively promoting archaeological research on
iron usage?

+ P HT HAT AT Al F ITANT W WAlicdsd HeHETT I
AFT T & Jorar & T@T 87

* A. Maharashtra / HgRISC
B. Tamil Nadu /

C. Karnataka /
D. Gujarat / [T

9




* Under the SAGAR initiative, how many square kilometers have been
surveyed by Indian Navy hydrographic vessels in the last five years?

APR gl & dgd, ARAIT AT & FISSABE STgrell
ﬁaﬁwaﬁﬁmﬁaﬁmmﬁm%mév

* A. 50,000 sq. km.
B. 70,000 sq. km.
C. 89,000 sq. km.
D. 1,00,000 sqg. km.



* What is the purpose of the newly introduced “Entity Locker” by
MeitY?

* Meity gaRT 9T fFT arv "ufedt aie" #T 358 41 7
* A. Secure, cloud-based storage solution for businesses / SqqUTAT &

ﬁvwﬁ?ﬁr FAT3S-ATUTRT HASRUT HHTHTA

B. A new banking system for startups / ey & fav s F-l'é'
dfRar gorrelt

C. A security software for government agencies / AR TATRAT &
fAT & gean aveaa

D.A blometrlc identity verification system / Teh H‘I‘iﬂﬁﬁﬂ? Ygdlel
HATIA TOTTe T



 What is the primary concern about Boreal forests as per recent
studies?

- T & HEATA & AR AT SErell F AT HET =&
FIT 87

* A. They are warming four times faster than the global average / a

dftg® T AT ForelT F IR AT Sl F TA B @ @

B. They are expanding rapidly into tropical areas / @ dsil &
SeoTfeat i 3 ey T & |
C. They are becoming less carbon-absorbent / d Fleed rTMYOT H
FHI AT L & ‘

D.Both Aand C /3T A3 C



* Which Indian wetland is awaiting notification from the Uttar Pradesh
government?

+ Bl T HRAT ATAT 3T ST AR A g A geam
FT TET 87

* A. Loktak Lake / elfhdsh Siltel
B. Dhanauri Wetland/ﬂ?ﬁfl' dceals

C. Sambhar Lake / Q13T il
D. Ropar Wetland / (98 dcels



* What is the significance of the Stargate Project launched by the
United States?

- IFd T AN @RI YF FI 7§ "FERAC IRANSAT" FT
Adcq FAT 87

* A. It is a $500 billion Al infrastructure initiative / I§ T $500
fafeer i ward giaardt e gger 8
B. It is aimed at space exploration / dg Hﬁﬁ'ﬁ H=AYUT YT higd %
C. It focuses on blockchain technology / dg © sellehdel dheileh UT

Higa &
D. It is a global defense initiative / g T dfdges T8 ggol %



 What anniversary was celebrated for Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP)
and Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana in 20257

+ 2025 # <Y T A& 9T (BBBP) AN FehedT WHES ANl
Y FiT W IS AAE TE?

* A. 5th anniversary / 5d1 a¥eIa
B. 10th anniversary / 10d1 a¥3ITS
C. 15th anniversary / 15d1 a¥31TS
D. 20th anniversary / 20dT J¥TS
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SC refuses to cancel
actor Darshan’s bail

Study links
smartphone
use to mental

health
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Jaffna’ restored in
cultural centre’s name
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The Kumbh Mela and its
social and

polﬂical significance
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Injured Djokovic
forfeits semifinal
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KOZIKODE
Intense protests broke out in

Manans: Wayanad, after
2 tribal woman, Radha, was
Sl s SN n i o0

commancas. » PAGE &

8 Kkilled, 5 injured in ordnance
factory blast in Maharashtra

District administration. Su
high-ene:

cutters as site has

ssumMBAL

massive explosion
). G
ordnance factory

a

in Maharashtra’s Bhan.

district on Friday morning,
leaving eight people dead
and five injured. A Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
has been sec up by the dis.

trict administration
the ot Poi
ice to the cause
Jitendra Pal of the blast, and the facto-  Shandara distsict in Maharashtra on Fricsy. P
is India’s ryhsalsoselupanhwm-
m Ty committ ‘The bullding caught fire
envoy to Israel The blast took place and collapsed, trapping 13
10:40 am. in a bundmg workers 3
NEW DELIE containing low-tempera-  The death toll rose during

India has appointed Jitendra
Pal Singh — cumently the
point-person for Iran and

Singn will take over his new
position in Tel Aviv ‘shortly’ the
MEA s » PAGE 3

NEW DELEI
Ten Oppasition members of the
Parliament’s Joint Committee
on wagt B,
2024, who protested against
the last-minute change in the
agenda of the meeting by
Chairman and BJP leader
Jagdambia Pal, wers
suspended on Friday. » PAGE 4

Goa
top the Fiscal
Hi Index

worst, facing significant fiscatl
challenges. » PAGE S

ey pla

ture plastic explosives, ac-
cording to a statement
from the ordnance factory.
These higl

8:30 p.m. National Disaster
F

explo-
sives are used in the am-
munition manufactured in
the factory.

orce
had to manually remove
the trapped workers from
the debris using special-

cer way 2t the blast =te in

ised

ent, as they
1o risk using
flash curters that could ke

P
did not want

r identified
Only four of the deceased
workers have been identi-
fied so far — Chandrashek-

har Goswami (59), Manoj
Meshram (55), Ajay Nag-
deve (51), and Ankit Barai
2 ).mﬁ\'eln]med~N.P.

Bhandara District General

Hospital.

Immediately after the
explosion, the factory’s
rescue and relief team, fire
bri -am and medical
team reached the spora and
started the rescue

u:ndcnl uf Polm set up SIT: the l'ac(ur) also forms inquiry tearm: NDRF rescuers avoid flash
plastic CM ces ex gratia of 5 lakh to families of deceased

ries and police dog squad
and industrial safety team

cial
which includes the crime
bra security branch
and local police to probe
the root cause of the blast.”
SP Nooral Hasan said.
Expressing condolences
on X, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadna-
vis, who is in Switzerland
for the World Economic
Forum, announced an ex
gratia of 25 lakh each to the
lnmllie: of the

India, Indonesia set
to discuss Myanmar
conflict during talks

<

tion. “We l.nunedlsxe!y s
patched 12

icles, 15 ambulances and 8
heavy-duty cranes to clear
the debris.’

chief Nana Patole sought a
detailed investigation by a

trict collector Sanjay Kolte
said.

SCkime Desection Uk
and the of F

committee.
the Modiled govel
and said that even defence
no

Tensic Sclance Laborato-

were
longer safe under its rule.

NEW DELHI

The raging conflict in
Myanmar will feature pro-

S. Jais!
i New Delhi. 710

them ax the indian Council
of World Affairs,

Eadomesta sis Hosed such
groups. The chain of en-
gagements Indicated that

ly in
between visiting Indone-

Border patrol

Asrrry personnel keeping vi
increased surveillance along the LoC under sub-zero temperatures ahead of Repul

1 alorg the Line of Control in Kupwara district of tammu and Kashmir on Friday. The Ammy has
ic Dary celebrations. STECIAL ARRANGEWENT

538 arrested
as US. i
deportation
operation

Hundreds of migrants in

the U.S. were arrested on
and others flown

out of the country on

tary aircraft as the White

Karoli Leavitt
said “538 Mlegal immigrant
criminals™ were a
on Th and “hun-

“The largest massive de-
n his-

£
biic Day celebrations,

gan his official meetings by
calling on External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar and
meeting Industry bigwigs
on Friday.

The inclusion of the pre-
vailing scenario in Myan-
mar in the official agenda s
iy

logue process among va-

both the are try-
ing to establish dialogue

ders with lnd.u's north-
eastern State:

The situation in Myan-
escalated over the

Chin state, Rak-
hine, and the Sagaing re-
gion.

The Myanmar issue has
been on the table of the

rious
ders in the conflict-torn
southeast country.
Sources further mentioned
that the two sides will dis-
cuss several ~1
sues inclu

tory Is well underway,” she
sald in a post on soctal me-
dia platform X.

FULL REP
» PAGE 12

v

India recently hosted a
number of ethnic armed
organisations from Myan-

mar as well as members of
the exiled National Unity
Government. India hosted

cou

r and
Tous region together: Mr.
Sublanto said on Thursday.

On Friday. the visiting
President met with indus-

Bihar Chief Minister honours
Olympians, Paralympic stars

PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar felicitated athletes

clave held here on Friday.
The players felicitated
included Paralympic silver
medallist Deepa Malik,
Olympic bronze medal
winning boxer Vijender
sSingh, double Olympic
bronze medallist P.R. Sree-
Jesh. double Paralympic
medallist Sharad Kumar,

Binar CF
Gecathicte Jai Prakash Singh in Patrs on Friday. R WOORTIY

State. Decathlete Jai Pra-
kash Singh won the Un-
sung Champion award and

teenage chess talent Md
an bagges

of 250,000 each.

SPORTS CONCLAVE
» PAGE 16

U.P. temple gets FCRA nod without request

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHE

‘The Union Home Ministry
has granted registration

Banke Bihari temple in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Vrindavan,
enabling it to receive dona-
tions from foreign coun-
tries  for  “religious”

activity.
The temple’s priests,
d they had
the

never applied for
T

The temple committee

JP)-led government
in the State over <on-
trol of the temple’s affairs
and funds. The committee

Devotees celebrate Holi at the Banke Biharl Tempie In Mathura,
Uttar Pradesh. FLs PHOTO

includes the State govern-
ment’s nominees.
e Banke Bihari tem-

managed by a hereditary
community of Sevayat Gos-
wami priests, Saraswat
5 and the descen-

dants of Swaml Haridas,
who built the temple over

S50 years ago.

Sources in the State go-
vernment s: temple’s
funds currently stand at
abowt 480 crore, apart
from gold and other
valuables.

©On Friday. the Ministry

Bankey Bihari JI Maharaj
Temple® at Vrindavan un-
der the "Ra"gom (Hindu)™
category.

Regist rmon under the
FCRA, 2010 is mandatory
for non-government organ-
isations (NGOs) and asso-
clarions e receive foreign
funds.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Ashok ami, one of the
temple priests, said he had
5o idea abour the applica-

FCRA lis

visited the premises. “Our

temple is run through a

committee  which is
-,

own the temple property,
we have many outsiders in
the committee. 1 cannot
comment on who applied
for the FCRA licence. But
none of the priests applied

My Gosv-aml also said

Trsly, devoees coneribure
directly to the priests; se-
condly, donations arrive
via cheques or other digital
payments; and thirdly,
contributions are made to
donatie xes kept in the

temple.

court. in
ings, had asked the State to
not meddle with the s

of the temple. including
with its bur allowed
it pmﬁeed with the corri-
dor project. The matter is
sub judice.
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Bench led by CJI to
hear former Haryana
MLAs plea on EVMs

NEW DELsI

A petition filed by former

to lay down a policy for
verifying the original burnt
memory/microcontroller

of electr ma-

then) Khanna and Justice

Jitendra Pal Singh named
India’s Ambassador to Israel

Emov is set to assume office in Tel Aviv as ceasefire pact between Israel and Hamas in

Gaza gets

under way: taking over from Sanjeev Singla, he will oversee revival of trade and defence ties

Suhasini Haidar

NEW DEL

ndia has named Jiten-

as well as the S En-
voy to Afghanistan — as its
next Amb: Eszael.

Mr. Singh held a

over the past few years. He
as: External Affairs
Minister S Ja r as

the Joint Secretary in the
Minister's office.
also headed the important

n said Evhey

The petitior

DAY ol i chi MA.
e will take over as In-
dian in_ Tel

e

Ky diplomat: Jitencea Pal Singh with Taliban Foreign Minister Ami

Khan Mutaqi In Kabul duning a previous assigni

dy seen the excha
three Israeli women by Ha-
mas and 90 Palestinian

en and children de-

ment. ALE
since the October 7, 2023,
terror attacks in st
nearly 50,000 lves.

tran, Pak. li.es

Aviv ‘shortly’, the MEA
sald. This change of guard
comes at a crucial tme,
during the Israel-flamas
ceasefire in Gaza. India's
previous envoy to lsrael.
Sanjeev Singla. been
appointed 2 Ambassador

forces and Hamas are due
second

nuary 19, which has alrea-

e
the hope that India will be
involved in the future re-
<o on process

Projects tn lsraci.
Ceasefire holds, New Delhi
o hopes to revive muki-

Mr. Singh’s assi
during this tine have ==

er to Pakistan between
2014 and 2019 — has man-
aged tense ties with Pakis-
tan for a decade, including
a brief détente as Mr. Jaish-

bad for the Shanghai Coop-
eration om nun
Heads of nt

meeting. the firms sach visit
in nearly a decade.

In tslamabad, Mr. Singh
was present when Prime
Minister Narendra
travelled to Lahore in 20
and then handied the fal.
lout of the Pathankot and
Url terror atacks, as well
as the Kulbhushan Jadhav
case. his tenure as
Joint Secretary (PA), India

cluded balancing Indias  ers r-
relationship with fIran ganisation in 2019 AL

along with its tes with Is- Sk oversaw talks to
rael dusing the standof build the Kartarpur corri-

missiles in  dor for pligrims.
2024. He was also 1 n- Mr. Singh, has
sible for ensuring high-le-  steered India’s tenuous en-
vel with the Taliban
india and iran during a3 government for the past
year in which fran lost its  few years, attended the
i

. m
and Forelgn Minister Amir
and Inaugu-

UAE and the India-Middle

Doha
U.S.-Taliban _agreement.
Following the

China’s refusal to
sign water treaties
worrying: Khandu

GUWAHATI

Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema ndu
said Chinas refusal to en-
ter mto binding interna-
tonal water treaties.

concerns in the northeast-
ern re; %

peaking at the inaugu-
ral function of a seminar
~Environment

gest hy er_project
on the Yarl

river, ch enters the
state nd becomes
the Brahmaputra in Assam
before nto Bangla-

ed the -
i project would ha
mintmal impact on the Hi-
and  sub-Hima-
Iayan re

e dam will let China
control the timing and vol-
ume of water flowing

which can

Corridor, both of which
been virtually shelved

Mr. Singh — who served as
Deputy High Commission-

the re-opening
Of the Indian cechnical

mission™ in K

have devasuﬂng effects
durin low flow
or dtought. The mighty
Siang or the Brahmaputra

8

Pema Knandu

iny
“Furthermore,
will alter the sediment
flow, affecting agricularal
lands thar rely on the riv-
er’s natural replenishment
of nurients.” he said.
China’s construction of
the hydropower dam on
the Yarlung Tsangpo river
poses significant risks to
the water security,
. and lvelihoods of peo»
ple downstream in
Chal Pradesh, Assam, and

% n-
tal disruption of water
A . and ecosys-
tem adation could

have rzr-reac:htng conse-
quences.”

Pawar didn't do anything
for cooperatives as Union
+ Agriculture Minister: Shah

MUMBAI

Nationalist Congress Party
ndra  Pawar)

Shah said at the coopera-
conference in Na
on Fricay.

1o Cavar sahab v
he Agriculture Minister of
india for 10 years At that

s

E i L

Amit Shah

Ar. Shah asserted that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had solved the pro-
blems of sugar coopera-
tives. “For several years.
there was a dispute over
the eax on cooperative su-

was under

gar
tra. But rhe BJP govern-
me;

said.
the development
ation Ministry was
a 75-year-old demand, and
credited Mr. Modi for ful-
Alling the same.
Besides Mr. Shah, Union
Minister of State for Coop-
eration Muralidhar Mohal,

Deputy Chief Minister Ek-
nath Shinde, BJP State pre-
Ba-

Lokayukta police submit MUDA case
report to ADGP; give clean chit to CM

BENGALURU

The Mysuru unit of
layukia Police bmittad

a an,
Minister Chhagan Bhujbal
were also present ac the
event heid in Malegaon.

Tt into,
the Mysore Urban Deve-
lopment Authoritys O4U-
ste allocation scam, to
the - Additional  Director.
General of Police, Lokay-
ukea, on Friday.
The case percains to the

shes o Ka.rnaﬂa.ka Chief bai-
nist.

- . |

]

Under scrutiny: Siddaramalah leaves Lokayukta office after being.
"

es.” Mr. Shah said.

BM. Parvathi, in Yrew of

RT1_ activist, Snel
na, a Central
Bureau of Investigation

probe into the case, ex-
pressing lack of confidence
in the Lokayukia probe,
the High Court on January
15 asked the Inspector-

General of Police. Lokay-

27.
The Opposition Bharati-

report has
amatah

manded a CBI probe. He al-

MUDA site aliotment case, In

Mysians in Nov, 2024, 211

so sald the party would
continue with its struggle

¢ the alleged scam in-
volving the Chief Minister.

nvestigatior
report subml'(ed By thelr
Atysuru unit.

he report is volumi-
nous and will be examined
and submitted to the High
Court by Saturday evening
or, ar the latest by Monday
morning,” a senior Lokay-
ukta official said.

media report. the
BIP state chief B Y vuaven-
dra too slammed the

“Whilé the High Court is
yet to deliver its verdict on

under pressure from the
Chief Mintmess  Mr V1
Jaygndra said on

SC declines
petition to
scrap TDS
framework

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day refused to entertain a

petition to scrap the tax de-

A Bench headed by the

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv

Khanna allowed advocate-

petitioner Ashwini Upad-

Iay to approach the Delht
igh Cou

rt.
S he perition: sought to
TDS sy

e - | scrap me stem, call-
uku oﬁclals :ou pTithat | ing it “arbitrary and irra-
the tonal”, an of va-
been prepamd yet and ¥ n fundamental rights_
would be to say " the TDS
that i&_has given a clean | framework under the In-
chit. They added the re- | come Tax Act, which man-
port is being prepared by | dates the deduction of tax
the Mysuru u- | at the time of payment by

perintendent of Police T.J.
Udesh. He was not imme-

the payer, and its deposit
with the Income Tax De-
The

diately for
comments._
(With PTI inputs)

‘amount is adjusted against
the payee's tax Hability.

SC refuses plea for
stay on Darshan’s bail

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELII

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day detlined to stay & Kar-
nataka High Court order al-
lowing bail to Kannada
actor Darshan Thoogudee-
pa in the Renukaswamy
murder case.

A Bench headed by Jus-

by senior advocate Sidd-
harth Luthra, said the High
Court had ~white-washed™
the whole case against Mr.
Darshan.

“Decide on merit®
Moreover, the State con-
tended that other accused
may use the bail order as a
precedent.

The top court respond-
ed thac each plea for ball
would be decided on its

~To protect the interest
any co-

accused seeks bail, the

baﬂ. court, own me)
r, agreed to examine mg
of
challenge against the High
Court order, and is-  court conce

sued nooce to the actor.
The High Cowrt had on

December 13 last year

granted bail to Mr. Darshan

thers.
The State, represented

=

rned shall not

piace reflance on the order
before us. Any

bail application filed shal

be decided on its own me-

ric” the Supreme Court

Bench observed.

Pralay, India’s first quasi-ballistic missile,
to be showcased at Republic Day parade

inakar Peri
NEW DELHI
The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) is set to showcase
“Pralay”, an h\dﬂg&nous
short-range quasi-ball
missile, at the nepmmc
Day panﬂe in New Delhi
on
‘Aeant for the Army and
the Air Force, Pralay is the
first ballistic missile i In-
dia's for conven-
tlonal strikes. The Army's
urveillance System
"San)ay will be part
the parade.
With a range of 400 kilo-
metres, Pralay adds to the

BrahMos and Parahar mis-
siles already in the invento-
rv, giving o

the Indian mili-
tary an option for stand

The Pral.

ikes across the

ployment along both the
Line of Control @oc)

the Line of Actual Control
aAo.

development trials
of Pralay are over and it is

Weapon System on display Guring the full dres:
fehearsal for the Republic Day parade i Mew Delhi on Thirsday. 1

now complete. officials
said, noting that

fence Ministry had nrea.ay
accorded the Acceptance
of Necessity for its induc-
tion. The system features a

Leyland £2x12 high-mobili-

cwin
tion mounted on an Ashok

Hindu families must
have 3 children: VHP

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELH1

The Vishwa Hindu Parish-
ad (VHP) on Friday urged
Hindu families to have at
least three children “as it is

It stated that the main
reason for the “declining
birth rate” of the commun-
iy is the “imbalance in its
POl on™.

VHP's

for “increasing the birth

the Hindu commun-

ity to keep its population
balanced~.

“The VHP has already

started a nationwide cam-

protect the existence
Hindu

m in every Hi fami-
Iy he d



Pralay, India’s first quasi-ballistic missile,
to be showcased at Republic Day parade

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) is set to showcase
“Pralay”, an indigenous
short-range quasi-ballistic
missile, at the Republic
Day parade in New Delhi
on Sunday.

Meant for the Army and
the Air Force, Pralay is the
first ballistic missile in In-
dia’s arsenal for conven-
tional strikes. The Army’s
Battle Surveillance System
“Sanjay” will also be part
of the parade.

With a range of 400 kilo-
metres, Pralay adds to the
BrahMos and Parahar mis-
siles already in the invento-
ry, giving the Indian mili-
tary an option for stand-off

The Pralay Weapon System on display during the full dress
rehearsal for the Republic Day parade in New Delhi on Thursday. PTi

missile strikes across the
border. It is meant for de-
ployment along both the
Line of Control (LoC) and
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC).

The development trials
of Pralay are over and it is

now complete, officials
said, noting that the De-
fence Ministry had already
accorded the Acceptance
of Necessity for its induc-
tion. The system features a
twin launcher configura-
tion mounted on an Ashok

Leyland 12x12 high-mobili-
ty vehicle as seen during
the ongoing rehearsals for
the Republic Day parade.

In 2023, the Defence Ac-
quisition Council (DAC) ap-
proved procurement of the
Pralay tactical ballistic mis-
siles with a range of 400
km and Nirbhay long-range
subsonic land attack cruise
missiles with a range of
1,000 km, both of which
will give a long-range con-
ventional strike option for
the Indian military. Put to-
gether, a few hundred mis-
siles were approved for
procurement by the DAC.

A new derivative of
Nirbhay, which has been
under development for ov-
er a decade now, has been
flight-tested recently and
trials are under way.




Missile Overview:

Pralay is India's first quasi-ballistic missile developed by DRDO.

It is a short-range tactical ballistic missile designed for conventional strikes.
Showcased at the Republic Day parade in New Delhi.

Technical Specifications:

Range: 400 km.

Deployment: Along LoC (Line of Control) and LAC (Line of Actual Control).
Adds to India's missile inventory along with BrahMos and Prahar.

Mounted on an Ashok Leyland 12x12 high-mobility vehicle.



Strategic Importance: Comparison with Other Missiles:

e Provides a long-range
conventional strike option for

the Indian military.

e Approved for mass procurement
by the Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC) in 2023.

o A few hundred missiles have
been sanctioned for induction.

e Nirbhay: Long-range subsonic
land attack cruise missile (1,000
km range), under development
for over a decade.

e Both Pralay and Nirbhay enhance
India’s offensive capabilities.
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Wildfire threatens villages
in Arunachal's Tawang

A wildfire. threatening to singe several villages, is
nachal

raging in the Tawang district of Aru:

Pradesh. District officials said the fire broke out

i the Twang Chu (river) bel: below the

village in the Lungla 2t around 10

Ao Friday. “The fire spread quickly. It was
contained to same extent

efforss of the local administration, police. Ay

and the
e s Glsteict ofiecr said, Srtie face 1o
SDreading to a wooded area that 1s not easily

. We are the and
trying to bring the fire under control.” the officer
added.

Autoricks iver sted
for raping woman in Mumbai

= - drfver was arrested by the

Mumbai Police for allegedly raping a 20-vear-old

woman, police sald on l-‘rlday. The 32-year-old
in Waliv,

he victm on the Arnala

her to Mumbai

under Section 64(2) (M) of the Bharativa Nyaya
Sanhita at the Vanral polloe station, and an
investigation was launche:

Mumbai Police record actor
Saif Ali Khan's statement

Actor Salf Ali Khan has provided a detailed

account of the January 16 attack at his Bandra
when he was. times

during an alleged robbery sttempt. The actr,

who spoke to

the Mumbal Police late on Thu'rsday nighe,

narrating the events that left his family shaken.

Xhan

the ordeal began with the
son

Melanistic leopard spotted
in West Bengal's Kurseong

A melanistic leopard has recently been gp.xmd ar

rseong
the sea level. The video of the leopard sparked
el among wildlife lovers and panic
among local people. Divistonal Fos

seong. P. y said the melanisdc
leopard had not ventured out into populated
ar ead roaming natur.
Jungle hab#tat. The DFO said that should

respect the animal's habizat and if left
undi:

Odisha tops NITI fiscal health
index, Chhattisgarh next best

ab. Andhra Pradesh. West I .lnd Kerala were the worst-performing States, as per the Niti

Aayog report, while Maharashtra, UP.

NEW DELHI

ineralrich  Od-
isha, Chh.

MP. Kar

Fine balance

Analysis in the Niti Aayog's roport an the fiscal health index

for FY23 nighlights thet strong revenue mobasstion, secte
'

garh, Goa, and
Jharkhand have emerged

ers” among
in NITI Aayog’s first Fiscal
Health Index (FHI) report

and prudent fiscal practicos are
Sriocal determinants of Success

Karnatasa 16— S,

S

Uttar Pradesh T
Sharkhand &

2=

ataka were in ‘frontrunners’ category

hra Pradesh and punjsb
are struggling to meet ths
fiocal and revemie deficit
targets, have low revenue

‘People with spinal
muscular atrophy
need Centre’s help’

NEW DELHI

Health activists and pa-
tients with sp
atrophy (SMA) have rEﬁllv
ed the Undon

of shifting the burden to

Health shou.ld look for
ways and means to reduce
the cost of Rlndlplaan a

Erowing debi burden with
debt sustainability a con-

in the Kerala ngh
Court and

“Them s an allunanne.

Dent action o reduce the

by Melissa
mlber an expert affiliated
with Yale University,

before the Kerala High year —a fraction of the cur-
scores  abdicates its constl.  yent market price.. Mr
mllona o pro- Khalidi said.

above average capital out-
L/ GSDP ratio.

While Kerala and Punjab
low quality of

According to the report,
Punjab, Pradesh, than, and Haryana were plus, and have
West Be and Kerala as

low interest
which is up to 73

of revenue receipts.

were the worst-performing As the report, re-
States in the Fiscal Hieakh leased by loth
Index facing  Commission Chairman Ar-

fs@l
es. and listed under “aspi-
rational” category.

The report aims to
evolve an understanding of
the fiscal heakh of Staces

d it has It Maharash-

rm, Utear Pradesh Telanga-

vind
celled in fiscal health, with
the highest overall index

Referring to_ top

er capital outlay of up to e

na, Madhya Pradesh, Kax- . of Cx State Domestic

ataka the broduce (GSDD), effective
“frone runne category.  mobilisation of non-tax re-
Tamil Nadu, Bihar. Rajas- venue, are revenue sur-

think
tank said the front-runner
States reported high total
developmental

ture up to 73%,. witnessed
consistent growth in own

Pra-

tecs right to life and health, Another contention in

they said. The Centre has  the affidavit is that Risdi-

argued that the costs are  plam is not eficacious
beyond #s financial reach  among adults_

Instead  promoted Chetali Rao, a legal and

expert

working on rare diseases,

wel Lm.envenuuns.

fiscal management
proved debt sust:
Wieh debtto-GSDP ratio of
24%.

andlm

The report noted that
the aspirational sums of
Kerala, West Bengal, And-

garh scored the highest av

erage FHI score for 2014-15

to 202122 period. The data

Eaeilon calouliane the Ploced
Health

re sour.
From the (_omp(rollex and
Auditor General (CAG:

in an ted na- over 60 v
i, of have recelved treatment
and Chhattis- | 26,400 crore to 234,000  with Risdiplam.
est av- | crore each year SMA activist Poorva Miz-
a press tal added that the high
ference organised to high-  of SMA treamment and
light the plight of the p. cines was a fact but it
dents, Satfullah Khandl did not absolve the -
ho has i the  ment of its moral and con-

Condition, said that Inscead

Two Elgar
Parishad case
accused walk
out of prison

Press Trust of India
MUME.

Researcher Rona Wilson

c:
Parishad-Maoist Hnis case,
were on Friday released on
bail from a Navi Mumbai
prison, more than six years
after they were arrested.

Study finds link between smartphone
use and mental health of adolescents

with each younger year of

The duo walked out of The repore. ctled ~The

the Taloja jail in neigh- | Youth Mind:
bouring Navi Mumbai at | sion and Anger- - By Sapien
around 1. p.m. on com- Labs umented the res-
pletion of il Formmativies ponses of 10,475 Internet-
before the special NIA | enable scents across
court presiding over lhe India and the U.S. in 2024.
case, over a afte fac-
tors have traditonally

they were granted ball =t
he Bombay Hi Court.

been identified as drivers
of poor mental health. one

.
Global comcern: Expert says the pace of deterioration of mental

lar focus on rising feelings

in mind health is charac-
terised not by sadness
and anxiety but also by

new sympeoms, including

key change in the
generacions is the arrival of

were
ln(roduced ln 2008, coin-
ciding

the case, in which A with the onset of ris-
has been mvoked. was yet | ing mental
to start. Apart from the | blems.

The report highlighted
trends.

and a
of being detached
from reality. Highlighting
the differences between
the American and Indian

Labs. said the pace of dete-

well-being is slawer in india, when compared to ULS. GETTY IMAGES

ng r in India.
“Wihile the overall dectine
- mental wellbeing in
vounger ages is strongly
p'esen! for males and fe-
males in the U.S., it is only
present for fermales in In-
and not in males
cwhere only select aspects
deteriorated, while others
mpr v fe-
males. it (the Svenall e
dine in men -being)
& not as steep in India. D
garajan sasd.

“On_the other hand,

Bihar ex-MLA
surrenders in
shoot-out case,

females in India have | SENLTO Jail
worse mental well-being
on the whole, than their
counterparts in the US. | PATNA
While aggression, anger

| Buscin. e con- ‘ormer four-time MLA
sistently related to From the Molkama consi:
o tphone initiation | tuency of Patna district,
for both U.S. Anant Singh. surrendered
males, for girls in India, at the Bsxh <ivil court on
getting their phones very | Friday in case,
Soune 15 more likely 1o re. | and was sent to 14 days jud-
Sult ep and | ictal custody.
health problems as adults.~ Mr. Singh. popularl

Merits of ed- Lt ed

In an atctempt to address | case.

this, there is a gr - A gun bade erupred
bate on the merits of edu- between suj Mr.

Singh and his Tival Sonu.
Monu Singh's gang on
-

Beur jail,” Patna Senior Su-
perintendent of Police Aw-
trols regarding apps teens | kash XKumar . adding
ng | that the police had regis-
tered three First Informa-
tion Reports in connection
with the shoot-out case.

conference (6)

man being may seem str-
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The name Bhoot: ange,
but in the case of the Azhvar, &t was meaningful. Bhoot
means Spoke of a breathing se.
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Odisha tops NITI fiscal health
index, Chhattisgarh next best

Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, and Kerala were the worst-performing States, as per the Niti

Aayog report, while Maharashtra, UP., Telangana, M.P, Karnataka were in ‘front-runners’ category

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

ineralrich  Od-
M isha,  Chhattis-
garh, Goa, and

Jharkhand have emerged
as top-performing ‘achiev-
ers’ among the States listed
in NITI Aayog’s first Fiscal
Health Index (FHI) report
released on Friday.

The report titled “Fiscal
Health Index 2025” ranked
States for 2022-23, covering
18 major States that drive
the Indian economy in
terms of their contribution
to India’s GDP, demogra-
phy, total public expendi-
ture, revenues, and overall
fiscal stability.

According to the report,
Punjab, Andhra Pradesh,
West Bengal, and Kerala
were the worst-performing
States in the Fiscal Health
Index (FHI), each facing
significant fiscal challeng-
es, and listed under “aspi-
rational” category.

The report aims to
evolve an understanding of
the fiscal health of States
and it has listed Maharash-
tra, Uttar Pradesh, Telanga-
na, Madhya Pradesh, Kar-
nataka under the
“front-runners” category.
Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Rajas-

Fine balance

Analysis in the Niti Aayog’s report on the fiscal health index
for FY23 highlights that strong revenue mobilisation, effective
expenditure management, and prudent fiscal practices are

critical determinants of success

I Achiever

Madhya
Pradesh 9

L

K e )
Gujarat 5
Maharashtra6 e

Goa3

Karnataka 10—

*Himalayan and

L]
) (I/Telangana 8

Front-runner

Uttar Pradesh 7

Jharkhand 4

a C:f*{//" Performer:

. t’?d ] Tamil Nadu 11
Rajasthan12
Bihar 13
Chhattisgarh 2 Hatyauaas
Aspirational:
Kerala 15
West Bengal 16

Andhra
Pradesh 17

Odisha1

north-eastern States have

not been considered

Punjab 18

than, and Haryana were
classified as performers.

As per the report, re-
leased by 16th Finance
Commission Chairman Ar-
vind Panagariya, Odisha ex-
celled in fiscal health, with
the highest overall index
score of 67.8.

Referring to top five
achiever States, NITI Aayog
said these States have high-
er capital outlay of up to 4%
of Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP), effective
mobilisation of non-tax re-
venue, are revenue sur-

plus, and have low interest
payments which is up to 7%
of revenue receipts.

The government think
tank said the front-runner
States reported high total
developmental expendi-
ture up to 73%, witnessed
consistent growth in own
tax revenue, had balanced
fiscal management and im-
proved debt sustainability
with debt-to-GSDP ratio of
24%.

The report noted that
the aspirational States of
Kerala, West Bengal, And-

hra Pradesh and Punjab
are struggling to meet the
fiscal and revenue deficit
targets, have low revenue
mobilisation, witnessing a
growing debt burden with
debt sustainability a con-
cern in these States.

As per the report, Od-
isha tops the debt index
(99.0) and debt sustainabil-
ity (64.0) rankings with
better than average scores
under quality of expendi-
ture and revenue mobilisa-
tion. Odisha has main-
tained low fiscal deficits, a
good debt profile, and an
above average capital out-
lay/GSDP ratio.

While Kerala and Punjab
struggle with low quality of
expenditure and debt sus-
tainability, the report said,
West Bengal faces revenue
mobilisation and debt in-
dex issues. Andhra Pra-
desh has high fiscal deficit
and Haryana has a poor
debt profile, it said.

According to the report,
Odisha, Goa, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, and Chhattis-
garh scored the highest av-
erage FHI score for 2014-15
to 2021-22 period. The data
used to calculate the Fiscal
Health Index were sourced
from the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG).




* Top Performers (Achievers Category)
 Odisha ranked first in fiscal health with an index score of 99.0.

e Chhattisgarh, Goa, and Jharkhand also emerged as top-performing
States.

* These states had high revenue mobilization, effective expenditure
management, and strong fiscal practices.



e Worst-Performing States
(Aspirational Category)

* Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, West
Bengal, and Kerala ranked at the
bottom due to high fiscal deficits
and weak debt sustainability.

* These states are struggling with

revenue mobilization and rising
debt burden.




* Front-Runners in Fiscal
Performance

 Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh,
Telangana, Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka were listed as 'front-
runners'.

* These states have high
development expenditure (up to
73% of GSDP), strong tax revenue
growth, and fiscal discipline.




* Fiscal Challenges of Poor Performers

* Kerala and Punjab suffer from low
expenditure quality and weak debt
sustainability.

* West Bengal faces challenges in
revenue collection and debt
repayment.

* Andhra Pradesh has a high fiscal
deficit, and Haryana has a poor debt
profile.




1.0verall Findings

1. The report, compiled by 16th Finance Commission Chairman Arvind
Panagariya, emphasized the importance of revenue generation and fiscal
discipline.

2. Data used for the Fiscal Health Index was sourced from the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG).



Study finds link between smartphone
use and mental health of adolescents

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

A survey of over 10,000
adolescents (13-17 years) in
the United States and India
has revealed that mental
well-being is closely linked
with earlier age of initia-
tion of mobile phones, and
could decline significantly
with each younger year of
age.

The report, titled “The
Youth Mind: Rising Aggres-
sion and Anger”, by Sapien
Labs documented the res-
ponses of 10,475 Internet-
enabled adolescents across
India and the U.S. in 2024.
Although numerous fac-
tors have traditionally
been identified as drivers
of poor mental health, one
key change in the younger
generations is the arrival of
smartphones, which were
introduced in 2008, coin-
ciding with the onset of ris-
ing mental health pro-
blems.

The report highlighted
key trends, with a particu-

lar focus on rising feelings
of aggression, anger, irrita-
bility, and hallucinations in
this age group. The decline
in mind health is charac-
terised not only by sadness
and anxiety but also by
new symptoms, including
unwanted thoughts and a
sense of being detached
from reality. Highlighting
the differences between
the American and Indian
cohorts, Tara Thiagarajan,
neuroscientist with Sapien
Labs, said the pace of dete-
rioration of mental well-be-

E =
Global concern: Expert says the pace of deterioration of mental
well-being is slower in India, when compared to U.S. GETTY IMAGES

ing is slower in India.
“While the overall decline
in mental well-being in
younger ages is strongly
present for males and fe-
males in the U.S., it is only
present for females in In-
dia and not in males
(where only select aspects
deteriorated, while others
improved). Even for fe-
males, it (the overall de-
cline in mental well-being)
is not as steep in India,” Dr.
Thiagarajan said.

“On the other hand,
both adolescent males and

females in India have
worse mental well-being
on the whole, than their
counterparts in the U.S.
While aggression, anger
and hallucinations are con-
sistently related to the age
of smartphone initiation
for both U.S. and Indian fe-
males, for girls in India,
getting their phones very
young is more likely to re-
sult in increased sleep and
health problems as adults,”
she said.

Merits of ed-tech

In an attempt to address
this, there is a growing de-
bate on the merits of edu-
cational technology (ed-
tech) in the elementary
and middle school years.
“One of the possible solu-
tions is also to provide res-
tricted access to phones
for teenagers using apps,
which lock in parental con-
trols regarding apps teens
can access, while allowing
them to access a school
portal or messaging,” Dr.
Thiagarajan said.




 Key Findings (English)

. x A study of 10,475 adolescents (13-17 years) in India and the U.S.
found that mental well-being declines with earlier smartphone use.
x The study, “The Youth Mind: Rising Aggression and Anger”, by
Sapien Labs, highlights the negative impact of early smartphone
exposure on mental health.

x Symptoms include aggression, anger, irritability, hallucinations,
and a sense of detachment from reality.



. x Females in India have worse mental well-being compared to
their counterparts in the U.S.
x In males, the mental decline is only seen in the U.S., while in
India, only select aspects of mental health worsened.
x In females, early smartphone use leads to increased sleep and
mental health issues in adulthood.
x Solution Proposed — Restrict access to apps using parental
controls, while allowing access to study portals and messaging.
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train to the

is also
claim of incorrupeibility. Allegations of corrup-
of Tl
orhlunl amount of public money that was spent
the official residence of Mr. x.emwa:m-he

mws talking points_ The government
Tabled 14 repors by the Comptrolier and Auditor
General in the Delhi Assembly that the BJP and

AAP

has seen its Chief Ministers, current and former,
from other States camp: is that Con-

gress governments have been more ient and
Prompt in delivering welfare schemes. The Con:
ks

At 75, constitutional justice and personal liberty

s we mark 7S years of the Constitution
of India, | urge everyone to remember
the ways in which the core values of
the Constirutlon flounder in a deep
ethical and moral crisis, trapped as we are in
mist, my
\z.lugo{persn
dignity. 1n the midst of the celebration,

nt of an idea of justice.

Mosent as ethic
preme ndta relnstated Justice S.
T A cumnnng opnmn in ALK

Union of India (2017), a case about the

to privacy. The preven

st leades, A K. Gop

by the government of independent India and the
reme v ruling on constitutional

of cons: . Within a
Sccadiar i of stice; tha cechnicalities of
nial right were

Constitution ‘wor

d’uwoldsdnr. B.R. Ambedkar)? How may we
ough which the Preamble
lights up ways to "hold the country together” at a
time when the dominant political discourse

politics to the

In the midst of

humiliation’ — to use Sunder Boopalan's words —

et apiiton shat I kst — dherel 13 e Ense.
of A_K. Gopalan (1950) challenging th

being detained at one end, and Umar Khalid,

in prison (2025) 2019 and
bulldozers, disposse:
partisan prison complex. at the other end.
By 2017, when the Puttaswamy judgment

came.
custody without bail had pfou&raud under the
aegis of constitutional courts; there w:

the last day of the hearing. | was re-arrested after
release at the door of the court and escorted once
more to Cuddalore jail. 1 filed another writ
petition which was heard two days after my

lsnnndreaeasedlnlssl Four years in jailt"

This account has a familiar contemporary ring
{0 1t. The ntl-CAA resisters have spent roughly
Tour years in custody, but the difference Is that
thiaiCousts i % yes movedd whiyi asnse of
urgency to set them free. The Pr
Deeniion Act, 1950, belonged o fres thaia's ‘rule

escalation in arrests and the

oflaw- regime.
on the
zravans of civil llbaunan lawyers and their
decades, observed

and h scant regulations. Over the

years, ss has become the

punishment. We witness young and
dissenters who /G

and an of
decistons on the vital issue of personal NS
Dissent is criminalised even while dissent is
; this is the deep paradox of our times
‘that courts must reflect on in the 75th year of the
Constitution

that the Gopalan judgment “is our own. It is the
first ‘Indian-made foreign judgement' which
wpheld an Indian-made colonial law. To
this, 75 years lLater, we have now added
2", more Indian-made colonial Laws. But

v

values further the cause of pe:
—  Jberty as the ultimate expression &3 jnnice
[ under the Constiruti,

No room for retrospective re;
The case of the lGarmslsxnxdelnthe Bhima

In his memoir, the Cause of the CAA

Reminiscences 1973, AK. Gopalan gives us a (most of them leaders and

fine-grained account of Imprisonment along nt activists, of whom 17 are

‘with several lians”, and of the Muslim), and the ipation of lence, mm

mumerous trials he faced and the petitions he as a “clear and present

filed to secure y d by Muslims who due o
ian thereafter, call. ding | challenge unlawful state action,

to celebrate Indeps ce day in jail on August pause. 'call for a slew of interventons by

15, . he led a small procession in jail ai constitutional courts in the exercise of ‘creative

hoisted the national flag. He was arrested for this
‘crime’ on a treason for stirring en
against the emperor under Section 1244, and
produced before the ADM Calicut in Indéependent
India (p.274).
e filed affidavits and wrose Jetters to the court
as a mmarter of course” and was unwilling to
‘remain quiescent”. Gopalan argued in
another writ fled in Madras, {n 3 hearing
that saw large crowds: “The Court set me

constitutionalism’ (to use Professor Upendra
Baxi's phrase) in the cause of the right to personal
liberty as justice. This is needed so that India
does not end up waiting “another seven decades
and four generations” to discover that we were
again on the wrong side of
shes von st sttt woo worlud the Constitution
in its seventh decade in negaced its
spirit, instead of upnoldmg and furthering
the idea of justice embedded

© past,
the infrastruciure development in Delhi that was
carried out under former Chief Minister Sheila
Dikshic. The party

U.P. and Bihiar, now the fastest rowing votara®

Foundational

nthe 7sm mmvemry of the coming into

effect of the Constitution of India, it is

l.rnpenulve t0 evaluate the journey of the
the perspective

Further
rche hggists must look for more
iron-specific sites in south India

lse Brom Ag# I Endita tis béer & subfect of

5,000 sites, was associate dwmumn mmyar
have,

Placed the Iron Age t be In the second millenni-
um BCE. Given this backdrop, Tamil Nadu Chief
Ainister M.K_ Stalin’s recent statement, that the
origin of iron in the State could be traced to the

du”. The TNSDA had the scientific dating results
of #s study

values before we phn i e
ahead. After nearly three years of debate and
the C

=
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Manuraj

the journey of the Indian state

Criticism of the Constitution in the early days,
and one that was well anticipated by Dr.
. was document is anti federal
and wilts the balance in favour of the Unior
Addressing this complaint while peaking in 1949,
r. Ambedicar explained that the ‘Centre and the
£ and

people divided into several thousands of castes
can be a nation.

Seventy-five years hence, can we fairly claim to
have fostered fraternal feelings through social and
political movements? Have we succeeded to some
degree in neutralising the significance of caste In

qual” in

newly independent India adopted its
document, the

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar delivered

address carry meaningful ns for the next 75
vears and propel us to guard the Constitution.
The federal republic

Many of the cos ues that have been

of India_ Pitched battles are being
feugm within and outside Parllament on the Seae
of simultaneous elections. The neglect of

% - such as Tamil,

the Goods. Services
delimiation exercise, which
democratic future of India, is se< to result in a
showdown between the Union and Seates that

such as the Beta Analytic laboratory in the U.S.

Mr Stalin's observation was made Leeping the
this an-

nounced a Stmillon prise scheme for decipher.
ing the script of the Indus. Civilisation.
The ik

ed who are working oa the lron
Age of India. They may have to look for more
sites than copp: sites,

which will save time, energy and resources. Even

It is strange ey given how integral federalism
hasbeen 1o the co 1 discourse over the
vord ‘federal’ is nowhere

last 50 years o
6 be found th the text of the Constitution.

He clarified to the

meric and success in
answers must be In the negative. But, ok doas
>

s
Dravida Munnetra
Zhagam and an
sdvocate in the
Madraz High Court

u
ro«meumonmnnxyplmd
. Assu

cne. On this count, constitutional court

Falled i 1s an tndicasion of how mmach farther the
country must travel

The need for constitutional gusrdiane
Of late, there has been some noise about
the

by
e erattorn to o & bact of the laasie srcere of
the Cx with the in

is

that it has euohed from an Buropean colonial

s R. Bommai yaLs Union of india 1994) and
-ontinuing to the Government
Delhi vs Union of India (2024).

ent of NCT of

police state. The offence of
stringent special statutes such as the Unkawful

onE the social riehi replacement of
o the pruenuhry rution with an ‘Indic*
"'/-,,\ constitutional document drawing from
=\ Hindu dharmic concepts — there can be
= , no greater insult to the combined
intellect of the Constituent
/ than this. There can be no greater
" disservice than this to the three years of
" the Constituent Assembly and the 75 years
uilding that have made India what it Is

of nation-b
today.
Rather than the wheel of the
on, the country must respond to Dr.

Actand the and preserve the Constitution. For it is
Money Laundering Act mpplemem this position. not the makes the

similarly, whether the country has been able to people who [

achieve a degree of equality among various Diiaat o pjisiond tnclmy b clen Sockad

to
fledeting republic T Temiog me idea of an Indian
nation as Ambedkar asked hy

philosophy. In Plato's Republic, i S
For a cluas o guardia
philosopher-kings. mdu loday needs guardians
who can place the country above their creed
more than ever: they need to be guardians in the
l‘mn of judges, bureaucrats, politicians, activists,
journalists and citizens. Only then can we truly
asptze o fulfil the promise of the Constitution.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Rail travet is ewen worse. The
The indian Railways have to
make concerted efforts to

authorities must ensure
that every passenger has a

every sense of the word
requires its leader to play
the role of a real global

relationship and shrinking
sentient ethics. At the root
of the problem lies

sing on sustainable
development, safeguarding
elephant corridos be more co-cperative

“the elephant should be
buried alive’. People should

though the Tamil Nadu government supports re- improve passenger safety. happy and safe journey. leader. He must heip deforestation, mining. installing ‘bee buzsers’ in Guring such critical
rch projects on a wide range of themes in oth- there is another issue s i fields and roping i local situations.

er States, the TNSDA has its constraines with re- ensuring that passengers do |  Mayiadutrursi, Tamil Nadu intended for the weifare of | expansion, climate change, | people in conservati Monita Sutherson,

gard to ation: hurmanity and the the dumping of waste in R. Srivatsan, Nagercoil, Tamel Nacks

the need for complementing Tamil Nadu's efforts their discomfiture The Trump approach environment to function in | forest areas and n

with those of other southern States. The Archae- and endanger the safety of |z is quite clear from U.S. a harmonious manner. colonisation along elephant Had the elephant been

ological Survey of India should take the initiative their belongings. Very often, | President Donald Trump's Manjeet Singh Sandbu, corridors. Vie need a it was shocking that there human, would it have

of bringing the entire southern region under a one finds o and Ametsar, Punjab muitifaceted solution was vehement resistance by | evol same cruel

common fold and enabling well-designed and deasnons that he including widespread tocal residents, with a sentiments? People should

wants to run the U.S. Elephant

government like a business

enterprise. But he sheuld around the rescue of a 5

know that tusker that had fallen into a e veTm—. the. 5
in district

political leader saying that not forget that elephants
face dire situations due to
human activities.

Hema Kanekar,
Numbai

coordinated work. After all, the idea is to share
available resources and expertise in the country who do not have
€0 arrive at more reliable findings. Az a time when tickets. There are also
in forces are increasingly using and vendors and vagrams who
instruments to pursue their
polltlcal agenda, cre. and concrete evidence
on the antiquity of the country will naturally put
to rest any daim based on baseless
[

fwwatad by ‘pasmengers’
reserved

indi fferen:eo( rallwsy staff.
The plight of

in Kerala (January 24} Letters emailed to
Indicates growing friction in e Eomors sftce s be comatea by Taeshons: letters@thenindu <o.in
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At 75, constitutional justice and personal liberty

T

s we mark 75 years of the Constitution

of India, [ urge everyone to remember

the ways in which the core values of

the Constitution flounder in a deep
ethical and moral crisis, trapped as we are in
reductionist, mechanical readings of the
constitutional value of personal liberty and
human dignity. In the midst of the celebration,
we need to step back and take a sober look at the
right to personal liberty, which is a core
constituent of an idea of justice.

Reinstating dissent as constitutional ethic
The Supreme Court of India reinstated Justice S.
Fazl Ali’s dissenting opinion in A.K. Gopalan vs
State of Madras, unanimously in Puttaswamy vs
Union of India (2017), a case about the
fundamental right to privacy. The preventive
detention of the communist leader, A.K. Gopalan,
by the government of independent India and the
Supreme Court’s majority ruling on constitutional
interpretation in that case, in the inaugural year
of the Constitution, (1950), have now been
effectively declared as a judicial wrong. The
resurrection of this dissent (which, in effect,
upheld Gopalan’s right to political dissent) and
two later ones (all three on the question of
personal liberty), saw the majority judgments
truncating liberty as being flawed from the
standpoint of constitutional ethics. Within a
broader framing of justice, the technicalities of
the interpretation of a fundamental right were
seen as inseparable from the centrality of
personal liberty to constitutional ethics.

1t can scarcely be forgotten that Article 21 (the
right to life and personal liberty) is ‘designed to
assure the dignity of the individual as a most
cherished human value which ensures the means
of full development and evolution of a human
being’ (Justice R.F. Nariman in Puttaswamy,
paragraph 42). How and on what basis might we
piece together memories that render the
Constitution ‘workable’, ‘flexible’ and ‘strong’ (in
the words of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar)? How may we
discover pathways through which the Preamble
lights up ways to ‘hold the country together’ at a
time when the dominant political discourse
reduces and degrades politics to the fractured
banality of shards — such as the ‘tukde tukde’
narratives?

Preventive detention, arbitrary arrests, denial
of fair trial through the impunity that is
guaranteed statutorily in anti-terror laws, and
democidal-domicidal violence enact ‘rituals of

Kalpana
Kannabiran

is a sociologist based
in Hyderabad

In the midst of
marking 75
years of the
Constitution of
India, India
needs to take a
sober look at
the right to
personal liberty
being a core
constituent of
an idea

of justice

humiliation’ — to use Sunder Boopalan’s words —
and impose indescribable wrongs on
conscientious resisters in India today. I posit a
juxtaposition that is instructive — there is the case
of A.K. Gopalan (1950) challenging the
inauguration of constitutional contradictions and
being detained at one end, and Umar Khalid,
Sharjeel Imam, Gulfisha Fatima and several other
anti-Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) resisters
in prison (2025) challenging the CAA 2019 and
living with bulldozers, dispossessions and the
partisan prison complex, at the other end.

By 2017, when the Puttaswamy judgment
came, preventive detention and prolonged
custody without bail had proliferated under the
aegis of constitutional courts; there was an
escalation in arrests and the prolonged detention
of dissenters under the spiralling list of laws (State
and central) that, by now, authorised detention
and custody with scant regulations. Over the
years, the process has become the
punishment. We witness young and
spirited dissenters who courageously
challenged the CAA 2019, now trapped /o
in the talons of anti-terror laws. There |=
is an impenetrable opacity of \
procedure and an endless deferment of
decisions on the vital issue of personal h%
liberty. s

Dissent is criminalised even while dissent is
reinstated; this is the deep paradox of our times
that courts must reflect on in the 75th year of the
Constitution.

A.K. Gopalan and today’s resisters

In his memoir, In the Cause of the People:
Reminiscences (1973), A.K. Gopalan gives us a
fine-grained account of his imprisonment along
with several others ‘by Indians’, and of the
numerous trials he faced and the petitions he
filed to secure liberty from British courts and
Indian courts thereafter, but to no avail. Deciding
to celebrate Independence day in jail on August
15, 1947, he led a small procession in jail and
hoisted the national flag. He was arrested for this
‘crime’ on a treason charge for stirring enmity
against the emperor under Section 124A, and
produced before the ADM Calicut in independent
India (p.274).

He filed affidavits and wrote letters to the court
‘as a matter of course’ and was unwilling to
‘remain quiescent’. Gopalan himself argued in
another writ petition filed in Madras, in a hearing
that saw large crowds: ‘The court set me free on
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the last day of the hearing. 1 was re-arrested after
release at the door of the court and escorted once
more to Cuddalore jail. I filed another writ
petition which was heard two days after my
re-arrest. The court released me again. The
judges specially ordered the police not to touch
me. The police did not dare to disregard this
injunction. I had been imprisoned in December
1947 and released in 1951. Four years in jail?’

This account has a familiar contemporary ring
to it. The anti-CAA resisters have spent roughly
four years in custody, but the difference is that
the courts have not yet moved with a sense of
urgency to set them free. The Preventive
Detention Act, 1950, belonged to free India’s ‘rule
of law’ regime.

K.G. Kannabiran, while reflecting on the
travails of civil libertarian lawyers and their
petitioners in courts over five decades, observed
that the Gopalan judgment “is our own. It is the

first ‘Indian-made foreign judgement’” which
upheld an Indian-made colonial law. To
this, 75 years later, we have now added
'f. more Indian-made colonial laws. But
| will the courts hold the Puttaswamy
J view of dissent and dignity in place and

/ extend their reach as constitutional

/" values that further the cause of personal

=~ liberty as the ultimate expression of justice

under the Constitution?

No room for retrospective regret

The case of the 16 arrests made in the Bhima
Koregaon case (writers, intellectuals, cultural
activists, poets, performers, teachers), the 19
arrests made in the Delhi riots case of anti-CAA
protesters (most of them community leaders and
student leaders and activists, of whom 17 are
Muslim), and the anticipation of violence, arrest
and domicide as a ‘clear and present danger’
confronted especially by Muslims who dare to
challenge unlawful state action, must make us
pause. They call for a slew of interventions by
constitutional courts in the exercise of ‘creative
constitutionalism’ (to use Professor Upendra
Baxi's phrase) in the cause of the right to personal
liberty as justice. This is needed so that India
does not end up waiting ‘another seven decades
and four generations’ to discover that we were
again on the wrong side of the Constitution. Or
that we understood and worked the Constitution
in its seventh decade in ways that negated its
ethical spirit, instead of upholding and furthering
the idea of justice embedded within.



* India marks 75 years of the Constitution, prompting a reflection on
constitutional justice, personal liberty, and fundamental rights.
% The Supreme Court reinstated Justice Fazl Ali’s dissent in A.K.
Gopalan vs. State of Madras (1950) in Puttaswamy vs. Union of India
(2017), reaffirming the fundamental right to privacy.

The 1950 ruling in Gopalan's case upheld preventive detention,

while the 2017 ruling upheld individual liberty against state
overreach.



. x Preventive detention, arbitrary arrests, and prolonged custody
are still misused, challenging personal liberty and justice.
x The CAA protests and subsequent arrests reflect state repression
and curbing of dissent, drawing parallels to past cases.
x The case of A.K. Gopalan, who was jailed in 1947 for "criminal
intent"” against the then-oppressor C. Rajagopalachari, mirrors
today’s activists facing arrests under UAPA, sedition laws, and CAA-

related cases.



* s The Bhima Koregaon case (16
activists, including intellectuals,
artists, and students, imprisoned
for years) raises concerns over
freedom of expression and justice.
@ The judicial system should
uphold constitutional values and
re-examine outdated legal
interpretations that hinder liberty.




FACILITY LIKELY TO COST $20-30 BN

RIL's 3-GW data
centre settobe
world's biggest

SARITHARAI
January 24

RELIANCE INDUSTRIES (RIL) is
building what may become the
world’s biggest data centre by
capacity in India, the latest in a
blitz of global investments to cap-
italise on booming demand
for artificial intelligence
services.

RIL is buying Nvidia’s
powerful Al semiconduc-
tors and setting up a data
centre in the town of Jam-
nagar that is expected to
have a total capacity of
three gigawatts,according
to people familiar with the mat-
ter, who asked not to be identi-
fied because the details aren’t
public. That would make it far
bigger than any data centre now
operating.

RIL CMD Mukesh Ambani is
joining a growing cohort of tech
companies including Microsoft,
Alphabetand Amazon.com thatare
pouringbillions of dollars into data
centres to deliver Al capabilities to
customers worldwide. This week,
OpenAl SoftBank Group and Ora-
cle pledged toinvest $100 billion to
$500 billion in Al infrastructure in
the US through a new entity called
Stargate Project.

A Reliance spokesman declined
comment,directing Bloombergtoa

PROJECT JAMNAGAR

RILis buying Nvidia's powerful
Al semiconductors and
settingup a o
datacentrein = ° W= 9%

thetownof |
Jamnagar l E

mThe largest data
centres operating
now are less than 1
gigawatt, according
to data provided by
DCByte

RIL, the group's primary listed
entity, has equivalent of about
$26 billion on its balance sheet

mThe M Jamnagar is
Jamnagar the hub of
facility would Reliance's oil
boost India's refining and
data centre petrochemicals
capacity complex

recent speech from Reliance Jio
Infocomm CEO Akash Ambani,
Mukesh’s son.

The executive said at the time
the conglomerate was building a
data centre to be completed within
twoyears.

Continued on Page 11




. x Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) is constructing what could be the
world's largest data centre by capacity in Jamnagar, India.
x The facility is expected to have a total capacity of 3 gigawatts,
significantly larger than any existing data centre (which currently

operate at less than 1 gigawatt).
x RIL is purchasing Nvidia’s Al semiconductors to power the facility,

tapping into the growing global demand for Al services.



. ﬁ The project is expected to cost
between $20-$30 billion, making it
one of the most significant tech
investments in India.

ﬁ RIL joins major global tech
firms like Microsoft, Alphabet, and
Amazon, which are collectively
investing $100B-S5008B into Al

infrastructure. . |




* s The data centre is set to be completed within two years and will

significantly boost India's data centre capacity.
x Jamnagar is already the hub of Reliance’s oil refining and

petrochemicals operations, making it a strategic location for the new

facility.
x RIL's primary listed entity has about $26 billion on its balance

sheet, supporting this major investment.



THE ARTISTS

Nandalal Bose (team leader), Beohar Rammanohar Sinha,
Dinanath Bhargava, Vinayak Shivram Masoji, A Perumal,
Jagdish Mittal, Rajniti, Dhirendra Krishna Deb Barman, Kripal
Singh Shekhawat, Sumitra Narayan, Biswarup Bose, Nibedita
Bose, Gouri Bhanja, Jamuna Sen, Bani Patel, and others

THE CALLIGRAPHERS

’ 1 57 Prem Behari Narain A scene from the
; Raizada (English) and life of Mahavira,
Vasant K Vaidya (Hindi) the 24th and

last Tirthankara
of Jainism, was
painted by artist
Rajniti and used
in Part VI of the
Constitution

(All pictures from
Lalit Kala Akademi'’s
book, Art &

Calligraphy in the
Constitution of India)
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THE PAINTER AND THE MAHATMA: Nandalal Bose (in dark shawl), who blended art with 2 NPT
constructive nationalism, was the closest to Gandhiji’s idea of an artist
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e Preamble page was designed by Beohar
Rammanohar Sinha, who came from Jabalpur,
Madhya Pradesh. His son Anurag Sinha’s blog says
that the artist made “exploratory trips to such
places as Ajanta, Ellora, Bagh, Badami, Sanchi,
Sarnath and Mahabalipuram”, from where he used
“summary motifs” such as “Padma, Nandi, Airavata,

Vyaghra, Ashwa, Hans and Mayur to symbolically convey the
essence of Indian Constitution pictorially.”




‘Tatas buy 60% in Pegatron’s
~ India unit for iPhone plant

Tata Electronics Emerges As Major Apple Supplier Like Foxconn

Reeba.Zachariah
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Tata Electronics
has acquired a 60% stake in
Taiwanese contract manufac-
turer Pegatron’s India unit
that operates an iPhone plant
in Tamil Nadu. This follows
Tatas’ earlier acquisition of
Wistron’s India operations in
Karnataka in March 2024.

The financial details of
the stake acquisition remain
undisclosed. This transaction
positions Tata Electronics as
a major Apple supplier
alongside Foxconn, another
Taiwanese manufacturer.

On Jan 7, the Competition
Commission of India said it
has approved Tata Electro-
nics’ proposed purchase of a
majority stake in Pegatron
Technology India and its
100% arm TEL Components’
proposed business transfer to
the Indian unit. CCI further
said TEL Components is es-
tablishing a greenfield facili-
ty for smartphone electronics
manufacturing.

Pegatron Technology In-
dia contributes approximate-
ly 10% of iPhone production
in India through its Chennai

10% OF LOCAL IPHONE MFG

> Pegatron India contributes
approximately 10% of local
iPhone production through
its Chennai facility, which has
annual capacity of 5 million

quarters as the latter sought
a local partner due to slim
profit margins and workforce
management challenges

> Tata Electronics is

iPhones & employs 10k people | negotiating with Chinese
> The financial details '\-\smartphone manufacturers
of the stake buy remain '\ — Xiaomi and Oppo —
undisclosed | to produce components,
> The negotiations | aiming to diversify
between Tata Group  beyond Apple.and
and Pegatron had | develoq a _busmess
extended over several ' g LIt
| Foxconn's
facility, which has a yearly ca- turing (India) to Tata Electro-
pacity of five million iPhones nics Systems Solutions.
and employs about 10,000 peo- The negotiations between
ple. The facility exports elec- Tata Group and Pegatron had

tronic productsto Apple’s ope-
rations across North Ameri-
ca,Asiaand Europe, while ser-
vingthe Indian market.

Tata Electronics and Pe-
gatron Technology India will
collaborate to merge their te-
ames, accordingto a Friday sta-
tement from the Tata Sons-ow-
ned company. PTI will under-
go rebranding to reflect its
new ownership structure. Pre-
viously; the company renamed
Wistron Infocomm Manufac-

extended over several quar-
tersasthelatter soughtalocal
partner due to slim profit
margins and workforce ma-
nagement challenges. Notab-
ly, Wistron, an early Apple
supplier in India, had experi-
enced worker unrest at its fa-
cility in late 2020, resulting in
property damage and attacks
on senior executives’ offices.
Tata Electronics is negoti-
ating with Chinese smartpho-
ne manufacturers — Xiaomi

Tata Sons seeks
CCl nod to buy
10% in Tata Play

New Delhi: Group holding
company Tata Sons has
soughtapproval from fair
trade regulator CCI for
acquiring another110% stake
inDTH operator Tata Play
from Singapore’s sovereign
wealth fund Temasek. Tata
Sons owns a60% stakein
Tata Play. acencies

and Oppo — to produce com-
ponents, aiming to diversify
beyond Apple and develop a
business model similar to
Foxconn’s. Tata Group initia-
ted its ventures into electro-
nicand semiconductor manu-
facturing (under Tata Electro-
nics), healthcare (Tata Medi-
cal &Diagnostics)and battery
manufacturing (Agratas) du-
ring Covid, responding to
pandemic-related disrup-
tions in human lives and
supply chains. The conglome-
rate viewsthesenewenterpri-
ses as crucial for its expan-
sion and development.
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Statehood Day for
Manipur, Tripura,
and Meghalaya O



* The Prime Minister of India greeted Manipur, Tripura, and Meghalaya on
their Statehood Day (21st January).

 What is the Historical Context Behind the Statehood Day?

 Merger of Manipur: Before 1947, Manipur was an independent princely
state.

 The Maharaja, Bodhachandra Singh, signed the 'Instrument of Accession'
with the Indian government, agreeing to merge with India while ensuring
internal autonomy.

 Manipur held its first election based on universal adult franchise in 1948,
becoming a constitutional monarchy.



» Merger of Tripura: Tripura, a princely state, merged with India in
1949, facilitated by Queen Kanchan Prabha Devi, who assumed
regency after King Bir Bikram's death.

 After merging with India, Tripura became a Part ‘C’ State. In 1956, it
became a Union Territory, and later on 21st January 1972, Tripura
became a full-fledged State under the NEA-(R) Act, 1971.



» Meghalaya:

» Meghalaya's statehood journey began with demands for greater
autonomy from Assam, particularly from the Khasi, Jaintia, and
Garo Hills, who sought a separate state to preserve indigenous
cultures, especially after Assam's attempt to impose Assamese
as the medium of instruction.

* In 1969, the Assam Reorganization (Meghalaya)
Act established Meghalaya an autonomous state within
Assam.



REORGANISATION

0 M STATES IN INDI/

The States Reorganisation Commission set up in 1956 suggested the
formation of 14 States and 6 UTs. At present, India comprises 28 states and 8 UTs.

States classified into 4 categories
- Part A, B, C and D (1" Schedule)

o Part A - Ruled by Governor with elected State Legislature
~<Andhra Pradesh (first state on linguistic lines) - 1953
o Part B - Former Princely States

o Part C - Former Chief Commissioners' Provinces,
some Princely states

o Part D - Andaman and Nicobar Islands

7" Constitutional Amendment
(1956) -

B Distinction between Part-A and Part-B
states done away

B Part-C states were abolished
Made total no. of (erstwhile) states - 14
and UTs - 6




10,000 Geographical
Indication (Gl) Tags by 2030 O
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* The Union Minister of Commerce & Industry, set a target of
reaching 10,000 Geographical Indication (Gl) Tags by 2030.

 About

* The number of Gl tags issued by the department till date stands at
605.

* The number of authorized users for Gl tags increased from 365 to
29000 and the number of patents granted increased from 6000 to
100000, in the last 10 years.



* What is a Gl Tag?

* A geographical indication (Gl) is a sign used on products that have
a specific geographical origin and possess qualities or a reputation
that are due to that origin.

* Gls are part of the intellectual property rights that come under
the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property.

* Administration in India: Gl registration is administered by
the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection)
Act of 1999.



Products: Agricultural products, foodstuffs, wine and spirit drinks,
handicrafts, and industrial products.

Validity: For a period of 10 years, it can be renewed from time to time for
a further period of 10 years each.

Related Facts: The first Gl tag in the Uttar Pradesh retains its position as the state
with the most Gl-tagged products in India,

country was given two decades ago reaching a total of 75,
to the famous Darjeeling tea. Tamil Nadu follows behind with 58 Gl products.
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* Donald Trump & Melania Trump launched their memecoins—STrump
and SMelania.

e What is a Memecoin?

* Memecoins are cryptocurrencies created as jokes, often based on
internet memes, and typically lack intrinsic value.

* They can be created for free by anyone using platforms like
Pump.fun, and often gain value through hype and public interest.



* Anyone can create a memecoin using blockchain
networks like Solana or Ethereum.

 Memecoins like Dogecoin and Shiba Inu gained
popularity through viral marketing and high-

profile endorsements.

* Difference from Traditional
Cryptocurrencies: Memecoins differ from
traditional cryptocurrencies (like Bitcoin)
because they don’t have underlying value.

/
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Kashmir Chinars




* The Jammu and Kashmir government has launched a “Digital Tree Aadhaar”
program to conserve the iconic Chinar trees.

* About Kashmir Chinars (Platanus orientalis)

* The Kashmir Chinar (Platanus orientalis), native to Greece and Southern Europe,
thrives throughout Kashmir, particularly in the Eastern Himalayas.

* |t is famously associated with Char Chinar, an island on Dal Lake, Srinagar, named
after the four Chinar trees present there.

* They can grow up to 30 meters tall, taking approximately 150 years to reach full
height.



* Applications

* Medicinal Use: Various parts of the tree, such as bark and leaves, are
used in traditional medicine.

* Wood: The wood is prized for making interior furniture due to its
durability and aesthetic appeal.

* Dye Production: The tree is also utilized in the preparation of natural
dyes.

 Cultural Significance: The Chinar tree is often considered a symbol of
Kashmir, deeply rooted in its history, culture, and natural beauty.






* India has become the largest importer of tea from Kenya, with
imports rising by 288%, from 3.53 million kg (January-October 2023)
to 13.71 million kg during the same period in 2024.

* India’s Tea Industry: Present Status

* Global Ranking: India is the second-largest tea producer after China,
contributing 21% of global tea production.



* Exports:
* India is the fourth-largest exporter,
with a 12% global export share.
* |ndia’s tea exports also increased O
from 184.46 million kg from January

to October in 2023 to 209.14 million
kg during the same phase in 2024.

* Top export destinations include

the UAE, Russia, Iran, U.S., and U.K.. I |



Domestic Market:

e Domestic consumption accounts for 80% of total production, driven
by India’s tea-drinking culture.

Regional Production:

e Assam produces 55% of India’s tea, making it the largest tea-
producing state.

e However, India’s total tea production dropped by 50 million kg in
2024, with Assam facing a loss of 20 million kg.
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 Which state ranked first in fiscal health with an index score of 99.0?

- Bl W1 AT 99.0 F FIHMH FHR & Y AT FEreeg &
g AT 9T 81?2

* A. Maharashtra / AgRTSC
B. Odisha / 3TIf3erm
C. Chhattisgarh / SIT9TG
D. Goa / a1idT



* Which states were the worst-performing in fiscal health due to high
fiscal deficits?

e i T ST 3=7 TTHNT g1 & FROT QAT TaeeT 7 g93
TGO Y& i drek A2

* A. Maharashtra, Telangana, Karnataka / #gIRTSC, ﬁ'GI'JHT-IT ellch

B. Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Kerala / 9119, 31T Yeqr,
qf¥as T, A

C. Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana/ﬂTvR'IT-l' TSTEATT, giImon

D. Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh /Hﬁ?ﬁﬂ? 3T 9,
TqET gear



 What is the primary reason for poor fiscal health in Kerala and Punjab?
- 3T IR o9 A WU AT Ty F T A& FROT 4T 87
* A. High industrial growth / 3T Eﬁ?\'ﬂ’lﬁﬂ? ﬁa»'m

B. Low expenditure quality and weak debt sustainability / fH <IT
IoTeadT AR FAAR HOT AT

C High foreign direct investment (FDI) / 3= faceit gcaar faaer
(FDI)

D. Surplus budget management / 3T Folc T



 What did the study on 10,475 adolescents in India and the U.S. reveal?

- IR 3 IANFT & 10,475 FART W FT 3T 3reqqT T 4T
fasayY Aadr?

* A. Early smartphone use improves mental weII-being% QﬁBﬂ?ﬁ
3YYRT AAAS FERLT A U FHIcl

B. Mental well-being declines with earlier smartphone use / 9go
TATCHIA IUART § AWATAS FaeT # FRrae e 8

C. Smartphone use has no impact on mental health / TATECHIT IYIIT
BT :m#i%m ALY I L E GG E R EG

D. Mental well-being improves with social media engagement / |Ierel

Az 3@ § AwF FErer # gur g @



* Which significant constitutional ruling was reaffirmed in Puttaswamy
vs. Union of India (2017)?

+ JECRATHT ol HRA |9 (2017) & HiIT AT Agcayol gaurfas
froir goT: qive fRam amn?

 A. nght to Internet / 8T &1 AR
B. Fundamental Right to Privacy / MU« Adr &1 Hifes 3I0ER
C. Right to Equal Pay / HHT ddel &1 ATOFR
D. Right to Reservation / 3TY&TUT &T FTAHFR



 Which Indian company is constructing the world’s largest data center in
Jamnagar?

- FiT W HRAT FUell FATR # gAar F1 Fa@ 937 327 AN
T T8 87
* A. Infosys / SHITRAH
B. Wipro / fao o
C. Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) / R 331-_,@3' fafaes (RIL)
D. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) / €TeT T el gfaas (TCS)



 What is the estimated capacity of RIL’'s upcoming data center in
Jamnagar?

» AR A RILF AT ST X H ITATAT &THCAT FAT 872

* A. 500 megawatts
B. 1 gigawatt
C. 2 gigawatts
D. 3 gigawatts



 Why is January 21 celebrated as Statehood Day in Manipur, Tripura,
and Meghalaya?

- 21 S A AR, BT 3R Ay # Todcd Raw w4

HATIT SATAT 87
* A. It marks their merger with India in 1950 / 8§ 1950 H Rd #
3% T &Y gufar &

B. They were granted full statehood on this day in 1972 / 3+¢ 1972 H
59 e quf T 1 gt feam araw o

C. They became union territories on this day / 30 f&e @ e afAd
Yeu g &

D. They were declared special economic zones / 3%‘ v nfdes &
T foar rar ot



 What is the target set by India for Geographical Indication (Gl) Tags by

2030?
* 2030 dF R o fhaar AlMfas Tha (GI) &1 TIcd FIA &1
8T ™1 872

* A. 5,000
B. 7,500
C. 10,000
D. 15,000



 What is the “Digital Tree Aadhaar” initiative launched in Jammu &
Kashmir?

- FFH IR FEAR F & Fr 7 "Bfoee & 3R wwgd F4r 372

* A. A project to track and conserve Chinar trees / &R 98T &I §3~7

P AN GRS O B ARG
B. A mobile application for farmers / fhdAEN & [T T A«Sd

TiCedere ’
C. A digital mapping system for all trees / st ﬁ?:’r & QT =

fsfoee AN gomeh . 5
D. A blockchain-based land registry for forests / @ait & foIT scllehdel

3R i aefiehor



Fun fact







THE WATERFALLIS
ACTUALLY AN
ILLUSION
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