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NEW INDUSTRY

The growing
trend of staking
online

‘Games of skill' churn out
tales of fame and ruin

SROUMD ZERC » PAGE 9

CONDITION STABLE

Vocalist Bombay Jayashri

undergoes surgery in UK.

Rahul disqualified as MP; Cong.
calls it ‘black day’ for democracy

name .
Sabha Secretariat on Fri-
day Issued a notification to
disqualify Mr. Gandhi as
the Lok Sabha member
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oVt scraps
Muslim quota
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In what could be a game
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scrapped the reservation of 4%
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Rahul disqualified as MP; Cong.
calls it ‘black day’ for democracy

1 am fighting for the voice of India. I am ready to pay any price, says Rahul; Congress accuses ruling party of trying

to silence him and other Opposition leaders and announces nationwide agitation; BJP says the decision is legal

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

day after the Chief
A Judicial Magis-
trate’s court in Su-

rat convicted former Con-
gress president Rahul
Gandhi in a criminal defa-
mation case over his Modi
surname remark, the Lok
Sabha Secretariat on Fri-
day issued a notification to
disqualify Mr. Gandhi as
the Lok Sabha member
from Wayanad.

Calling it a “black day”
for Indian democracy, the
Congress accused the rul-
ing party of “strangulat-
ing” democracy by trying
to silence the voices of Mr.
Gandhi and other Opposi-
tion leaders. It would fight
the battle legally as well as
politically, the party said
and announced a nation-
wide agitation against the
disqualification.

New setback: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi leaving the
Parliament building on Friday after his disqualification. A

Mr. Gandhi, who had
come to the Lok Sabha in
the morning and attended
a meeting of Congress MPs
before the notification was
issued, later tweeted, “I
am fighting for the voice of
India. I am ready to pay
any price.”

Stating that the Waya-

nad MP’s disqualification
from Lok Sabha was the
natural outcome of the
court order and emphasis-
ing that the law was equal
for everyone, the BJP was
quick to claim that Mr.
Gandhi’s 2019 comment
about the Modi surname
was an insult to Other

AAP, Trinamool,
BRS, SP come to
Rahul’s support

NEW DELHI

Parties that have consistently
questioned the Congress’s
position as the principal
Opposition party — the Aam
Aadmi Party, Trinamool
Congress, Bharat Rashtra
Samithi and the Samajwadi
Party — came out in support of
Rahul Gandhi. Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal said BJP was scared of
Mr. Gandhi. » PAGE 11

He thinks law of
the land does not
apply to him: BJP

NEW DELHI

The BJP called Rahul Gandhi a
“habitual offender” who
believed that the law of the
land did not apply to him.
Noting that Mr. Gandhi is on
bail in seven cases, the party
asked him to reflect on why he
hasn’t been getting good legal
advice from his own party,
“despite it being full of good
lawyers”. » PAGE 11

Backward Classes (OBC).
At an election rally
ahead of the 2019 Lok Sab-
ha poll, Mr. Gandhi had
said: “I have a question.
Why do all of them — all of
these thieves — have Modi
Modi Modi in their names?
Nirav Modi, Lalit Modi, Na-
rendra Modi. And if we

search a bit more, many
more Modis will come
out.”

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
EDITORIAL

» PAGE 8

FULL COVERAGE
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Is the authority of the Speaker final in
thisregard?

The Supreme Court in its ruling in Lok
Prahariv Union of India(2018) clarified thata
disqualification triggered by a conviction will

be reversed if the conviction is stayed by a
court. “Once the conviction has been stayed
during the pendency of an appeal, the dis-
qualification which operates as a conse-
quence of the conviction cannot take or re-
main in effect,” the ruling said.

The notification by the House Secretariat
regarding Rahul will cease to be in effect if
and when his conviction is stayed.

Why has the Lok Sabha Secretariat
issued this notification?

It is part of the procedure. In a note on
October 13, 2015, the Election Commission
of India had asked state chief secretaries to
issue appropriate instructions to the depart-
ment dealing with prosecutions to ensure
that cases of conviction of sitting MPs or
MLAs were brought to the notice of the
Speaker or Chairman of the House, and to the
Chief Electoral Officer of the state, along with
the order of conviction within seven days of
the order.

Section 8(3) of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951 states that “a person con-
victed of any offence and sentenced to im-
prisonment for not less than two years shall
be disqualified from the date of such convic-
tion and shall continue to be disqualified for
a further period of six years since his release.”

Thus, the disqualification is triggered by
the convictionitself, and not by the Lok Sabha
notification. The notification is merely a for-
mal notice to Rahul, who was in Lok Sabha
on Friday before the House was adjourned.

In the case of a disqualified MLA, the no-
tice isissued by the Vidhan Sabha concerned.
For example, in the case of Samajwadi Party
MLA Azam Khan, the Uttar Pradesh
Legislative Assembly Secretariat issued the
notice of disqualification in October last year.

- .- .- .. ~ . -— - o -e



What does Rahul lose along with his
membership of Lok Sabha?

As a Lok Sabha MP, Rahul was entitled to
a house in Lutyens’ Delhi. Following his dis-
qualification, he will have one month to va-
cate his 12 Tughlak Lane home, according to
sources in the Housing and Urban Affairs
Ministry. Rahul had been allotted the house
after being elected MP from Amethi in 2004.

The Lok Sabha Secretariat has sent a copy
of the disqualification notification to the li-
aison officer of the Directorate of Estates for
further action. The sources said since the
bungalow belongs to the Lok Sabha pool of
residential properties, the action for its va-
cation would have to be initiated by the Lok
Sabha Secretariat.

Rahul also loses all other perks that a
Member of Parliament enjoys.

When do the people of Wayanad geta
representative back in Lok Sabha?

The Election Commission can announce
a byelection to the seat — in Azam Khan'’s
case, the schedule for the byelection to
Khan’s 37-Rampur seat (along with byelec-
tions to fill four other vacancies across the
country)was announced within a few days.

However, in the more recent case of
Lakshadweep MP PP Mohammed Faisal, the
EC, which had announced the bypoll on
January 18 after the MP’s conviction, had to
withdraw the announcement on January 30
after Faisal’s conviction was suspended by
the Kerala High Court on January 25.

What options are available to Rahul
Gandhi here onward?

His disqualification can be reversed if a
higher court grants a stay on the conviction
or decides the appeal in his favour. His first
appeal would have to be before the Surat
Sessions Court, and then before the Gujarat
High Court.

If he does not get relief from the courts,
he will be disqualified from contesting elec-
tions for eight years — two years of his sen-
tence, plus six years under the provisions of
the RP Act.

His lawyer Kirit Panwala moved an appli-
cation before the Surat court on Friday seek-
ing time to file an appeal.
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Karnataka scraps 4% Muslim
quota prior to Assembly poll
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Amit Shah meets

Yediyurappa, warms
up to Vijayendra

tiya Janata Party (BJF) vete-
ran leader and Lingayat

his arri by presenting a

guet, Mr. Shah insisted
that it be handed over 1o
Mr. rendra. Later, he

Vigayen:
ook the bouquet from Mr.
Vijayendra

Ensuring votes

Mr. Shah's visit to Mr. Yeds-

yurappa's house gains sig-
n

pa and his son BY. Vijayen-
dra were not neglected by
the party.

He visited their house in
Bengaluru for a breakfast
et

tickee 1o contest the polis
from Shikaripura seat, feel
important. When Mr. Yed-
yurappa greeted him on

2 context
where Mr. Yediyurappa's
influence is seen as dwin-

by a section of the
party and he feeling ne-

Medical services remain
affected in Rajasthan with
doctors opposing Health Bill

JArFUR
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After Varanasi, government to organise Tamil
Sangamams in Saurashtra and Uttarakhand

NEW DELMI

Overwhelmed by the “suc-
cess” of the KashiTamil

mam. the Union go-
vernment is set to hold the

the ne

was at an ldeation stage,

and work was under way

to conceptualise the Enks
P —

A group of pilgrims, part of Kashi Tami Sangamam, 2t Hanuman
Ghat i Varanasi. FLE PHOTO. VX KRSHMAN
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Karnataka scraps 4% Muslim
quota prior to Assembly poll

Reservation meant for minority community distributed equally between Lingayats, Vokkaligas;

economically-backward Muslims will have to compete in 10% EWS pool, announces Bommai

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

n what could be a
l game changer ahead

of the Karnataka Le-
gislative Assembly elec-
tions scheduled in April-
May this year, the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government has
scrapped the reservation
of 4% given to Muslims in
Karnataka under 2B of Oth-
er Backward Classes (OBC)
category and distributed it
to two dominant commun-
ities — Veerashaiva-Lin-
gayats and Vokkaligas — at
2% each in jobs and admis-
sions in educational
institutions.

With the State Cabinet
decision, the quota under
the newly-created catego-
ries of 2C and 2D among
the backward classes for
Vokkaligas and Veerashai-
va-Lingayats has increased
from 4% to 6% and from
5% to 7%, respectively.

Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, who presided ov-
er the Cabinet meeting on
Friday, said that Muslims
who are economically
backward will now have to
compete in the 10% pool
created under the Eco-
nomically Weaker Sections
(EWS) quota.

Legacy of Deve Gowda
Former Prime Minister
H.D. Deve Gowda during
his tenure as Chief Minister
of Karnataka, in 1995, pro-
vided 4% reservation for
Muslims under the catego-
ry 2B in OBC quota, which
now stands scrapped.

The Cabinet meeting
held during the winter ses-

sion in Belagavi in Decem-
ber 2022, had approved
the creation of new catego-
ries of 2C and 2D for Vok-
kaligas and Veerashaiva-
Lingayats, respectively,
based on the interim re-
port submitted by the Kar-
nataka State Commission
for Backward Classes.

With Friday’s decision,
the OBC reservation has
been kept at 32%, SC 17%
and ST 7%, totalling 56%.
Besides this, there is an
EWS quota of 10%. Those
not covered under the SC/
ST and OBC reservation
are eligible for quota under
the 10% EWS quota, as per
the economic criteria, Mr.
Bommai said.
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 Indra Sawhney, the petitioner in this case, made three principal arguments against
the Order:

« The extension of reservation violated the Constitutional guarantee of equality of
opportunity.

e Caste was not a reliable indicator of backwardness.
« The efficiency of public institutions was at risk.
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10 cr. penalty on Kerala for
failure to protect Ramsar sites

The Principal Bench of the National Green

Tribunal (NGT) in New Delhi has shipped 2
0 crore on the Kerala government

penalty

for its failure to check the md‘scrlmlnxe
of the

listed as Ramsar sites. The Bcn(h led by

depasited in a ﬂlt4€n(ed account to be W?rzl‘ed
under the authority of the Chief Secretary. T
deposit had to be made within a moath, ir said
of a petition.

AFSPA removed from 3 police
station limits in Nagaland

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has further

om districes earlier. The eight
istricts where the AFSPA s been extended are

Dimapur, Neuland. Chumoukedima,
Ninhire, Noklak Phek and Teren in Nagaiand.

Prisoners on parole during
pandemic must surrender: SC

The Supreme Court on Friday gave nearly 4,000
undertrial prisoners and convicts, who
given emergency parole and interim bafl 1o make

=. .
dered within 15 days
could apply for suspension of sentence before
the courts i which their appeals are pending.
The judgment said that out of 751 convicts who
were released on emergency paroe, 71 had
surrendered voluntarily.

SC relief to members of
Christian community in UP.

The Supreme Court on Friday proteced
the Chrs fram
ocrcve action by the Uttar Pradesh Police on
the basis of an FIR registered under the
anti-religious conversion law. A Bench led by Ql

the
the process of law™. He said the police have Bied
multiple FIRs against the same s
same incident, violating their fundamental right
under Article 20(2) of the Constitutsar.

Membership of banned outfit
is crime under UAPA, says SC

The top court has set aside its own ts that had concluded that mere membership

unlike active

of an

NEW DELHI

threejudge Bench

even
2 banned isation is
Mable to be found criminal-
Iy liable under the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention)

Act  (UAPA) for acting
against the sovereggnaty
and integrity of India

With this judgment, me

Ql[‘le"‘le Court has
e @ serics of Its. own
wus which had con-
duded that “mere_mem-
bership® — unlike “active
~ — of an un-

“Immensely al
Your Lordships. for this
reall

<lusion that every member
of the would

group did not make a person criminal or a terrorist

persons who | had left the

Such a person cannot la-
ter claim that the law has a
<hilling effect on his funda-
mental right of associ

tion.
Tiabil-
ity om him. Justice Shah

10 protect the soveretgnty
af our country,” Mr. Mehta
said i i after the

explained.

The rerred
o Section. oD oF the
UAPA deals with

of an unlaw-

pronouncement  of the

lawful assoclation or or-

court reference made in
20

The Bench led by Justice
M.R. Shah. who wrote the
o r. was

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehea. representing the
Centre, in the o

for the “historical verdit.

Justice Shah reasoned
that an organisation is de-
chared

mdulmnz n unhn-ful activ-

¥ ana lmesmxy of mdia®
nla.nar-

fisl association.

The provision says that
“where an association is
declared unlawful by a not-
ification issued under Sec-
tion 3 which has become
effective under sub-section
3) of that section, —(a) a

. who — () Is and
continues to be a member
of such association shall be

ith i

unlawful is publicly poti-
fied by the Centre under
Section 3 of the UAPA. This
naturally leads to the con-

wit]
meent for a term which may
extend to two years, and
shall also be Nable to fine™
e court clartfied that

were not
7= ar the thme it was
declared . cau

thon J0(EXD of the UAPA.
The court 0 Ar-
ticle 19¢4), which mandat-
ed tha the citizens' right to
form unions or associa-
tons was subject o the
power of the state to make
laws to Impose “reasona

ICMR releases ethical
guidelines for AI
usage in healthcare

NEW DELHI

The Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR) has
released the country's first
“Ethical Guidelin

e e

ion of
ligence in Blomedical Re-

rch and Healthcare’,
Simod at creating ~an eth-
ics framewoek which can
assist in the development,

experts and ethicists, the
guidelines include sect

ders, an ethics review pro-

The three-judge Benc
sald the earlier judn:menq;
in the cases Arup
Blusyan. Sri Inc lndr.l Das and
Raneef, “read

down™ secnon 10¢a)i) o

These
not heeded the restraints
stitched Into Article 19(4)
on the right of citizens wo

associations. “Just fol-

laws Is not agreeable,” Jus-
tice Shah said.

comman
o and highest precision
passile” while also ad-

e
cha es when it comes
to Artificial Intelligence in
blomedical research and
healkthcare delrvery.

To be updated
The document, prepared
by the Department of

e
Developed through ex-
tenstve discusstons with

cess, of Al

usage, and Informed

consent.

“It fthe document] is in-
tended for all stakeholders
invalved in research on Al
in biomedical research and
healthcare, including crea-
tors, developers, research-

gence in health comes un-
der the domaln of the eth-
ics commtee.

The document notes
that the regulation of Al
technologies in healthcare
is still in Its pascens stage

even in developed coun-
tries.

Buoyed by the success of tulip
garden in Srinagar, J&K gets
more zones that are set to bloom

SRINAGAR

First popularised by Ami-

malti-
plled ‘on larger scale in o
tricts of the Union

nagar tulip
draws tourists and locals in
droves  every  spring
season.

Sanasar, a cup-shaped
green meadow encirced
by tall cedars, in Ramban
district in the Jammu pro-
vince started a four-kanal

M Zia, Deputy
Commusstoner, ban,
described the Sanasar

Blosm time: Hundrods of tourists wsit he Srinagar garden to

watness 15 lakh mukicolosr tulies. w

garden as “Srinagar’s kid
ip cousis

& expanded to 40
kenals. it will spread ks co-
1o last

ock of aurehc M Zla
said in a tweet. In U
pur district, are

ing up to witness the
epeceacie of ulips bloom.
g, plant reds of

’I"he Flosiculture
t has planted 12.000
Duths of hve different varle.
tles at the Highland Park,
Kud, Udhampur. The gar-
den is also under an expan-

Shp

sion plan in the fature.

rixs visit the Srinagar gar-
0 to witness long rows o’

awr 15 lakh multicolour tu

lips of around 70 vasieties.

GISAID temporarily
lifts ban on authors
of Zenodo report

CHENNAI

©On March 21, a day after GI-
SAID (an open-access in-
fluenza

leased 3 statement on
March 21
“The review Is not com-

plete,” the spokesperson
said in the email

NIA files
chargesheet
against Goldy
Brar, Bishnoi

NEW DELHI

The Nattonal Investigation
Awency (NIA) on Friday

senome
launched in 2008) sus-
pended access to all auth-
ors of a report pasted on
Zehodo. the public data-
base reversed its sr.md and
lifted the 1o mparary
restrictions 16 all the suth-
ors.

In an email 0 The Hin-
du, a spokesperson of Gl-
SAID Media sald that it de-
Sded to temporarily lift
sccess restriction after the
suthors reached out to GI-

Lifting ac- against
cess restractions is not. in xngs‘en Lawrence Bish-
determinative or oth- | noi and Gy Brar, along
with 12 others having h\ks

itself,
erwise Indicative o( the
conclusion of any data use
Investigation.” the spokes-
person

on said

spokespers
that the suthors were -
formed that ~publishing a
work using the data at is-
sue would viclate GISAID's
database  access  agree-
ment. Despite this know-
ledge. the authors e

SAID and
receipt of GISAID's earlier

communications” an

their “eagerness to

resolve matter
- -

omsty .
As per the spokesper-
som, GISAID reversed ks

theless
work which bhndmled

msmn opened an -

cpc
thelr Interaction with two

ating his terror-<rime syn-
dicate from jalls In Mt
rent States, i coof
With Canadabased Bras,
who is an accused in the
Killing of Pradeep Kumar, 3
Dera Sacha Seaca folower.
in Faridkot
it -@em
According to the NIA,
ishnoi's “terror-crime-ex-
torton™ syndicate was res-
pansible for arranging peo-
the

as 2 “show of goodwill”

BOaA the e SECCS dnmtins of i e 1o execute
icti port, wh pelied Grenade
Hheir isent to malke certain omc) attack on the Punjab
use of data bhead-

and did so after It recetved
a reply from the »ulhorx
soon after the GISAID re-

the China CDC that was
non-compliant”.

qllaners (Mohall) In May
2022
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The mission of Sri Krishna
]Inn.lsoulo( deep devotion always think of God and Godily
. Thetr mind will refuse 1o be away even for a short
wm= But the demon Kamsa was ever in the thought of
Lord Krishna, not out of devotion but out a’sh:er fear.

Kamsa was afrald to be seated on

me fearing

whether Krishna would

All his dafly activities were tainted with the trepidatson
Krishna and Kamsa was robbed of his mental peace
The devil Kamsa who had unleashed terror and created
fear in the minds of celestials was terribly upset and afraid
of hearing the very name Krishna out of diffsdence.
had sent Poothana, the and asuras ke
Kesl, Trinavartha, Arishtasura and Vrishabasura to [
Krishna but they had not returned. So he changed hi
game plan to send a nobh 20d plous personality and pos
rura
'oF Gokarlans fo like 2 blind getting back the
vision and again losing the same_ They thought at leas
Lord Rama was in exile only for fourteen years and re-
narned back.
The Goplics felr chat Sri Sk was in the curma] of sep.
from Rama oaly for ten manths. They felt loathed

) dqu o Mathurs on his
mission of destroying the evil and protecting the good pe-
ople, sald Sri Hariji in a discourse.

o p—



10 cr. penalty on Kerala for

failure to protect Ramsar sites

The Principal Bench of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) in New Delhi has slapped a
penalty of 10 crore on the Kerala government
for its failure to check the indiscriminate
pollution of the Vembanad and Ashtamudi lakes,
listed as Ramsar sites. The Bench, led by
chairperson Adarsh Kumar Goel, said in its order
dated March 22 that the penalty imposed on the
basis of the ‘polluter pays principle’ had to be
deposited in a ring-fenced account to be operated
under the authority of the Chief Secretary. The
deposit had to be made within a month, it said
while disposing of a petition.
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75 Ramsar Sites in India
(as of Jan 2023)






 The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands is an international treaty for “the conservation and
sustainable use of wetlands”. It is also known as the Convention on Wetlands.

* Itis named after the city of Ramsar in Iran where it was signed on 2" of February 1971.

* The 2" of February each year is World Wetlands Day.
— The number-of parties-to-the convention{COP) is 171 (as of Jan 2023).

* At the centre of the Ramsar philosophy is the “wise use” of wetlands.
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https://www.pmfias.com/wetlands-wetland-ecosystem/

There are over 2,400 Ramsar Sites covering 2.5 million sq km on the territories of 171 Ramsar
Contracting Parties across the world.

The world’s first Site was the Cobourg Peninsula in Australia, designated in 1974.

Thehc&llJzntries with the most Ramsar Sites are the United Kingdom with 175 and Mexico
wit .

Bolivia has the largest area under Ramsar protection.
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https://www.ramsar.org/sites-countries/the-ramsar-sites
https://www.ramsar.org/sites-countries/ramsar-sites-around-the-world
https://www.ramsar.org/news/bolivia-recognized-as-the-country-with-the-largest-area-of-wetlands-of-international-importance

Largest Ramsar Sites in India

Ramsar Site State Area (km?)
Sundarban Wetland West Bengal 4230
Vembanad-Kol Wetland Kerala 1512.5
Chilika Lake Odisha 1165
Satkosia Gorge Odisha 981.97

Kolleru Lake Andhra Pradesh 901



Smallest Ramsar Sites in India

Renuka Lake Himachal Pradesh 0.2
Vembannur Wetland Complex  Tamil Nadu 0.2
Vedanthangal BS Tamil Nadu 0.4
Nanda Lake Goa 0.42
Udhayamarthandapuram BS Tamil Nadu 0.44

Oldest Ramsar Sites in India

Chilka Lake — 1981

Keoladeo Ghana NP - 1981
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Biden discus:

s trade. m

tion

Biden discusses trade. migration
issues with Canadian PM Trudeau

KicAaLx

lotel Rwanda’ hero Rusesabagina

to be released from prison

MANILA

Philippines confronts Chinese

diplomats over sea dispute:

~
US. President Jce Biden met on Fricay with Canada FM Justin

will be able 10 tum Bock Alegal migrants ot the Rosham Road
Ing Boint on the fronticr botmeen Now York and Quebec. A

~
Akng Hotet Rwanda’ hero Faul Rusesabagina was set 1o be.
released after the gosernment said on Friday & has commuted »

285-pear

sertence sgainst the fiercely cutspoken critic of

President Paut Kagame. This comes after Nr. Kagarme said Kggali
was looking Into resobing Rusesabagina's case. e

~
Fispino diplomats confronted Crinese oMicals on Friday over
China's sgEressise behaviow in the South China Sea, but no major

resohacn

was resched, an official sad. A Philppine official

mwoheed n the talks s3id that diplomats outhned mcdents

inthe talks. o

RIYADH

Saudi Arabia, Svria may restore tie:

as West Asia reshufiles continue

~
Saudi Acabis = i talks with Syris 10 reopen its embassy in the

mar-tom nation

¢ the first time in & decade, state TV n the

Mngdom reported on Late Thursday. the Stes: diplomatic
reshutfing in West Asia. Saudi state TV 2irod 3 EEort, quUoting an

between

Macror; qnder ressure as
scores injured In protests

More than 450 were

arrested on Thursday during the mast violent day of protests

since the start of the year against French President’s bid to raise the retirement age to 64

PARIS

o's bid to raise the
retirement age 10 64
“There were a lot of de-
monstrations and some of
them turned violent, noca-
bly n Parts,” Interior Mi-
nister Gerald Darmanin

Pole persernelin ot gear deployed in Frontignan on Fridey s
Bl v

tums

jured. Over 900 fires were
bt around the capital on
Thursday, he sald, with
radical anarchist groups
blamed for setting uncol-
lected rubbish ablaze and
smashing shop windows,

Seading to frequent clashes
with riot

n Bordeaux, protesters
iﬂ m‘e to the entrance to
city hall, briefly raising
fears for the whole build-
mg until Grefighters ar-

King Charles

amid protests

Associated Press
Pasis

natonwide on Thursday,

with the protest movement
remuﬂanmd by Mr. Ma-

e retirement

ment, dismissed <alls from
political opponents and
protesters to withdraw the
pensions reform.

t French
President Bnmanue! Ma-

actions on Friday, as the
unrest across the cor
Jed officlals to pastpone a
planned state visit by Bri-

seille’s  commerci;
and debris still littered the
Paris streets.

Mr. Macron's office an-
nounced that a state visit

tw arrtve in
France on Sunday, before
heading to y on
Wednesday. The German
part of the trip was still go-
ing ahead.

China says it does not ask
companies for foreign data
as row over TikTok grows

ence France Presse
BEUING

China Insisted on Friday it
companies to

hand over data gathered
overseas, as the Chinese-
faces

mounting calls for a ban in
build-

mlenﬁtss

the political alsle over the
app’s tles to China and ixs

Shou 2 Chew

quires local firms to hand
ower personal data to the
state if 5t is relevant to na-
tianal

security.
Beljire oo Fricay denied
it would ask Chinese firms
to hand over data nmered
overseas and claimed

and will not require c
panies or individuals to
collect or provide daca lo-

“The US. government
has so far not provided any
evidence that TIKTok

a threat to its national se-
curiey” Mz Bao added.

-~ Chew was forced to
acknowlemx some
personal data of Amert-
cans was still subject to
Chinese law, but insisted
that  would  socon

. The also ack-
nowledged In November

has no control over
access to its data.
"Byxenan« s

narolled by the

Chinese g mmmmem and Is

2017 Chinese law th:

1
Jocsperaon Mao Ning 3.

14 dead in US. strikes
on Syria in revenge

over drone

BEIRUT

Fourteen pro-lran fighters
were  killed
Srikes on Syrta carried out
in retaliation for a drone at-
tack that killed an Amers-
can a ed six oth-
ers, a war monitor said
Friday. A U.S. contractor
was killed, and another
contractor and five service

malntenance facility on a
base of the US.ded coals-

attack

ton near Hasakeh In Syria,
the Pentagon sald.

In response, US. De-
fence Secretary Lioyd Aus-
tin said on Thursday that
he had ordered “precision
alr strikes tonight In east-

Syria

Missile strikes by Russia in Ukraine kill
10 civilians, mjure 20: Zelensky’s oﬂice

Vv

Russian long-range strikes
killed at least 10 civilians
and wounded 20 others i
several areas of Ukraine on
Friday, Ukrame’s presiden-
dal office sasd. as a senlor

Joscow  offscial warned
that the Kremlin's forces

roffenstve In the coming
weeks.

died in Kos-
tiantynivia, 2 town in cast-
ern Ukraine's Donetsk pro-

Vince, when a Russian
missile hit an ald station.

)weu established h\lndnzds
of so-called ~points of In-
vincibilicy,” resi-

lery war of the recent

several reglons early on

Friclay, Ukrainian Air Foroe
spokesman  Yurii  [hoat
said_

Two civillans were killed
and nine were wounded n

region, which Ukrainian

persan in the main city, 3
30 called Kherson, and
killed another person and
wounded four others in

China warns U.S. Navy
over warship’s action

Press

Paracel

BANGXOX

China threatened “serlous
consequences™ on Friday
after the U.S. Navy sailed 2

arcen
Islands in the South China
Sea for the second day, in a
move Betjing claimed was
a violation of Its sovereign-
ty and security.

the town of Bi
on

a

sian drone attack struck a

high school and dormito-

rles south of Kyv, killing at

least nine people.

Kyiv's forces are pok

o use the impraved spring

weather and the arrival of
reapons supplied

by s Western allles, in-

<uding tanks, to kunch a

winter
into its second spring. Rus-
slan forces also used air-

-
Jensky visited on Thursday,
Russian shelling killed one

counteraffensive aimed at

Russian troops
from occupled areas of
Ukraine.

ST
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Tested underwater drone
able to trigger a radioactive
tsunami, says North Korea

sEOUL.

North Korea claimed on Friday It
had tested an underwater NuCkear
amack drone able 1o unleash a “ra-

dicactive tsunami®,

test-firing a new nuclear-capable

underwater drone.
The

sstom &5 to “stealthily in-

The photo shows underwater blast afer
nucless attack in North Korea, a5
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North Korean leader Kim Jong

Un oversaw the tests, and images

rcleaned by Fycogyang's Radong

Simmun_newspaper s

seniling Kin amed what appeared to

be an
The agency also sald Pyon-

filtraste nto operational waters
# smperscale radionc.
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“Government strives 10 have a workforce which reflects gender balance
And women candidates are ancouraged 10 apely”.

Sevpare.

e

Chiet Construction Engineer. Jeypore (RAB) Circle, Jeypore.

cwemuom the report sal




Macron under pressure as
scores injured in protests

More than 450 people were arrested on Thursday during the most violent day of protests

since the start of the year against French President’s bid to raise the retirement age to 64

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

rench President Em-
F manuel Macron
faced mounting
pressure on Friday after
violent demonstrations
that left more than 400 se-
curity forces injured and
the centre of major cities
shrouded in tear gas and
smoke. Over 450 people
were arrested on Thursday
during the most violent
day of protests since the
start of the year against Mr.
Macron’s bid to raise the
retirement age to 64.
“There were a lot of de-
monstrations and some of
them turned violent, nota-
bly in Paris,” Interior Mi-
nister Gerald Darmanin
told the CNews channel
while giving figures for the
number of arrests and in-

Police personnel in riot gear deployed in Frontignan on Friday as

protest over pensions Bill turns violent in France. AFP

jured. Over 900 fires were
lit around the capital on
Thursday, he said, with
radical anarchist groups
blamed for setting uncol-
lected rubbish ablaze and
smashing shop windows,

leading to frequent clashes
with riot police.

In Bordeaux, protesters
set fire to the entrance to
city hall, briefly raising
fears for the whole build-
ing until firefighters ar-

rived to extinguish it.

“Why would you make a
target of our communal
building, of all people of
Bordeaux? I can only con-
demn it in the strongest
possible terms,” the mayor
of Bordeaux, Pierre Hur-
mic, told RTL radio. Over a
million people marched
nationwide on Thursday,
with the protest movement
reinvigorated by Mr. Ma-
cron’s tactics and state-
ments over the last week.

Uproar over legislation
to change the retirement
age has created another
huge domestic crisis for
the president 10 months
into his second term in of-
fice. But Mr. Darmanin, a
hardliner in the govern-
ment, dismissed calls from
political opponents and
protesters to withdraw the
pensions reform.



THE HINDU

Fit to width
INBRIEF

Blue Star introduces 75 air
conditioners at various prices

he firm and this

ssgment. epecially in Tier 2. 3. 4. and S markets.
paare foatm Tier 7 2akd B, Tilegarajan. MD. “Wee

vest in
ﬂootvnnx and mhanv:ll‘t R&D capabilities.”

Two Adani stocks to move to
ASM Stage-1 from March 27

The NSE and BSE on Friday said Adand Toeal Gas
and Adani Transmissson

both exchanges put the two companies under
the second stage of the long-term Additonal
Surveillance Measure (ASM) framework.
Meanwhile, stocks of seven Adani
(Dmpxliﬂ; out of the ten-listed entities ended the

In the negative territory on Friday amid a
euk trena & the roeder Tambiot,

Swelect subsidiary to make
solar panels in Tamil Nadu

Swelect HHV Solar Photovoltalcs Private Limited,
a subsidiary of Swelect Energy Systems, has
to make

plant in
solar energy panels. The fully-autoenated
unit, that P with an

mvestment of 2120 crare, had the capacty to
produce 700 MW of solar panels a year, K.

. Founder Managing Director,
Swelect, told the media here oo Friday

Business et
‘G20 sees inflation as sticky, |{ofmises | mamsors

to extend policy tlghtenmg’

do not

current

turmoil

ic crists: prefer to tackle

nancial stability risks can

Collective concern

Most G20 countries =

oe sticky mflation as the major concenm

2 are focussed on restoration of price stability, says CEA

= Majoriy secinfistion eacing more Siowdy than
Thery wouks ke 3 a1 st om SHCKING mih

‘ mometary tghtening

do not view them as a consu’atm to rate increases: Nageswaran

lead to a systemic crisis
and that policy makers
have things under control

and are re ding to de-

ks brsng s
od 10 resp

as
“On the Fed's statement
that additional interest rate

cpen

= ULS Feds Istest comments ol more
cua

23 oo ravte path:

GUired, b sald o a media

inseraction on Friday, the
i

turmodl In the western

end of January,”

Govt. scraps long-term tax
benefit for debt funds

NEW DELHI
The government has
d the longterm
capital gains treatment
with indexation benefits)

income from debt mu-
tual funds and other
schemes that invest up to
3S% in equity shares of
domestic companies.

The returns from such
funds will now be treated

Returns from such
funds will now be
treated as short term

to also hit funds

Jong-term investments and
taxed at 20% with indexa-
tion benefits.

“The amendment will
treat galns from transfer of

on par with bank deposits
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that gowverns foreign ex-
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NSE to roll back 6%

increase in

transaction charges

The Hindu Bureau
MUMES

The Board of Directars of
ha SNatioral - Staci K
change ONSE) has de-
cided to roll back the 6%
transaction

for certain
mes. NSE sald n a
Statement.

“Further with objective

brate the contribution to

NSE IPFT from 0.01 per

crera s 210 per
cash equil seg-
et nd equity fuares
and ¥0.01 per croce to T50

crore

and will impact such in-
vestments made on or af-

<h;
1o categories such as

nds, imternational funds
and domestic fund
funds that have an equly
exposure of up to 35%, V.K.
Vijayakumar, chief invest-
Tent strategist at Geojit Fi-
nancial Services sald there
would be far reaching

consequences.

Roopali Prabbu. chief
investment officer and ex-
investors

would have to take higher
risks due to this shift.

Tax tweaks
drag Sensex
down by 0.7%

MUNBAL

The S&P BSE Sensex fell
©069% on Frday o
57,527.10 after passage of
the Finance Incorpo-

Tariong the withdrawal of in-
dexation benefits for debt
mutual funds weighed on
investor sentiment.
Finserv led de-

.96%) were other losers.
“The asset management
n-dustry was hit hard by
<hanges,” sald Vinod
Nair. Head of Research, Ge-
ojit Financial

tures and options com-
tracts In the stock market
by 25% from Apeil

markets and dent wrading
volumes on the bourses.
Options contracts will
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the main idea behind thi

could be to discourage o
cessive in the fu-
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segment where large
number of retal 'raden
end up losing money.”

tadl rese.
curities, told The Findu.
“An incidental effect of
this could be shifting the
F&O trades to other loca-
tions that do not atract
such taxes for
who

ave.
he added.
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Ansell ns
$20 million
surgical gloves
plant in TN

NEW DELMI

nance Bill to pave the way
for setting up of an appel-
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filing writ petitions before

ny's managing  director high courts in the al
and CEO, told The Hindu of an appellate tribunal.
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ical paves production £a-
cllity globally
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Lok Sabha approves
setting up of GST
Appellate Tribunal
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the principal bench
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Govt. scraps long-term tax
benefit for debt funds

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The government has
scrapped the long-term
capital gains treatment
(with indexation benefits)
for income from debt mu-
tual funds and other
schemes that invest up to
35% in equity shares of
domestic companies.

The returns from such
funds will now be treated
as short term capital gains.
Currently, capital gains
arising from transfer of
mutual fund units, other
than equity-oriented funds
held for more than three
years, are considered as

Returns from such
funds will now be
treated as short term

capital gains; move
to also hit gold funds

long-term investments and
taxed at 20% with indexa-
tion benefits.

“The amendment will
treat gains from transfer of
units of specified mutual
funds as short term and tax
them at slab rates,” said Ta-
pati Ghose, partner at De-
loitte India. “The proposed
move seems to bring taxa-
tion of such mutual funds
on par with bank deposits

and will impact such in-
vestments made on or af-
ter April 1, 2023,” she said.

Noting that these tax
changes would also apply
to categories such as gold
funds, international funds
and domestic fund of
funds that have an equity
exposure of up to 35%, V.K.
Vijayakumar, chief invest-
ment strategist at Geojit Fi-
nancial Services said there
would be far reaching
consequences.

Roopali Prabhu, chief
investment officer and ex-
ecutive director at JM Fi-
nancial, said investors
would have to take higher
risks due to this shift.
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Rahul disqualified as MP, says fighting
for voice of India, ready to pay any price

Rahul insulted OBC:s, his
family wants a separate
IPC for itself: BJP counter

Union Ministers Anurag Thakur and Dharmendra Pradhan
t the BJP headquarters in New Delhi on Friday. 717
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Old vs new hotting
up, Govt forms panel
to relook at pension

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, MARCH 24

UNION FINANCE Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman Friday an-
nounced the formation of acom-
mittee to look into improving the
system of pension for govern-
ment employees — a move that
comes against the backdrop of at
least five Opposition-ruled states
adopting the Old Pension
Scheme.

The committee, which will
be headed by Finance Secretary
TV Somanathan, willworkon an
approach that will strike a bal-
ance between employees’ needs
and fiscal prudence, with any
changes proposed to be adopted
by both Central and state gov-
ernments.

“Representations have been

Key
factors
® ontable

EXPLAINED

ANY DECISION by the
Government will have to
balance two key factors.
It has to take into account
political considerations
with general elections
coming in a year. At the
same time, it has to be
mindful of the fiscal bur-
den linked to the old
pension scheme.

received that the National
Pension System for government
employees needs to be im-
proved. I propose to set up a

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4



Filmmaker Pradeep Sarkar dies

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,MARCH 24

FILMMAKER PRADEEP Sarkar,
known for making films like
Parineeta (2005), Mardaani
(2014) and Helicopter Eela(2018),
passed away at a Mumbai hos-
pital on early Friday morning. As
per reports, Sarkar, who was un-
well for a long time, was rushed
to the hospital when his potas-
sium levels had dropped drasti-
cally. He was 67.

Before Sarkar, fondly referred
to as 'Dada’ by many, made his
film directorial debut with

Heis known
for making
Parineeta
Mardaani and
Helicopter Eela

Parineeta, he was known for his
work in the ad film industry.
After the success of Parineeta,
Sarkar also directed movies such
Laaga Chunari Mein Daag(2007)
and Lafangey Parindey (2010). A
Delhi College of Art graduate, he
also worked as a film editor,
writer and producer.

Prior to joining the film in-

dustry, he shot several popular
music videos of songs such like
Euphoria’s Dhoom Pichak Dhoom
and Maaeri. He was made the
video of Shubha Mudgal’s Ab Ke
Saawan. In the recent years, he
had worked on some web-series
including Zee5's Duranga (2022).

Many film personalities, in-
cluding Hansal Mehta, Ashwiny
Iyer Tiwari, Ajay Devgn and
Manoj Bajpayee, expressed their
grief and shock on social media
over his demise.

“The news of Pradeep
Sarkar’s demise, ‘Dada’ to some
of us, is still hard to digest.RIP
Dada,” Devgn said.



Starbucks CEO Narasimhan
to work as a 'barista’

STARBUCKS' NEW CEO Laxman
Narasimhan has said he will work
asabaristaoncea month in stores
tostay close to the company’s cul-
ture, customers, challenges and
opportunities.

Narasimhan, 55, officially
became the Seattle-based coffee
giant’s chief executive on Monday,
taking the reins from Howard
Schultz about two weeks earlier
than scheduled.

Hewaswelcomed asincoming
chiefexecutive officer of Starbucks
with a coffee tasting in the place
whereitallbegan —at Seattle's Pike
Place market store.

In a letter to the employees on
Thursday, the Indian-American
business executive said he will
alwaysbea"fierceadvocate"forthe
company's partners and its cul-
ture.

"With you, I've experienced
every aspect of the business to
learn what it truly means to wear
the greenapron.You've welcomed
me into our stores, trained me in
howtobeabarista...alltohelpme
deeply understand what we do,
howwe do it,and the challenges

and opportunities facing us,” he
wrote. Barista is a person who
serves in a coffee bar.“To keep us
close to the culture and our cus-
tomers,aswellastoourchallenges
and opportunities,Iintend tocon-
tinue working in stores for a half
dayeach month,"hewas quotedas
saying by CNN.

"I thought it was very impor-
tant for me to put myself in the
shoes of the partners and really
understandwhat theydoand how
they do it. There were things I
learned through experience in all
ofthis.Ittaughtmealot,’hesaidin
astatement. =Pl
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* In its Technology and Innovation Report 2023, the United

Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has

that developed countries are benefiting more from green
technologies than developing countries, and this could deepen

statec

global economic inequality.

O W TIJad Ts¢ T+
R 2023 # gl

éUNCTAD) o 39«1
fon fapfaa o

ATRIT

sﬂﬁggﬁf@agq

AT 3]


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/technology-and-innovation-report-2021-unctad
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-investment-report-unctad
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-investment-report-unctad
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-green-energy-transition
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-green-energy-transition

Green technologies can create a market worth USD 9.5 trillion by 2030, up from USD 1.5 trillion in 2020.
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The second quarter of the list includes emerging economies —
notably Brazil - ranked at 40, China at 35, India at 46, the Russian
Federation at 31, and South Africa at 56.

e Here, India remains the greatest performer by ranking at 67 positions better than
expected.
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« What is the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)?

 UNCTAD is a permanent intergovernmental body of the United Nations.
* |t was established in 1964 and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.

* |t aims to promote sustainable development, particularly in developing
countries, through international trade, investment, finance, and technology transfer.
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* What are India's Initiatives Related to Green Technologies?
« Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana (SAUBHAGYA)
« Green Energy Corridor (GEC)

« National Smart Grid Mission (NSGM) and Smart Meter National
Programme

 Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles
(FAME)

« International Solar Alliance (ISA)
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India’s Traditional New Year
Festivals
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Sukladi,
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Urban Local Bodies
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 All the Participating cities or ULBs will be evaluated on 15 indicators across three key municipal
finance assessment parameters, namely:

« Resource Mobilization
« Expenditure Performance
 Fiscal Governance.
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* The cities will be ranked at the national level based on their scores
under any one of the following four population categories:

* Above 4 million
« Between 1-4 million
100,000 to 1 million
* Less than 100,000
» The top 3 cities in each population category will be recognized and

rewarded at the national level as well as within each state/state
cluster.
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« Recently, Sarus Crane, Uttar Pradesh's state bird, was recently
rescued and transported to Raebareli's Samaspur Bird Sanctuary.

A day after the bird was taken to the sanctuary, it was claimed that
the bird was missing.
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The scientific name of Sarus Crane is Grus Antigone. It is the tallest flying bird in
the world, standing 152-156 cm tall with a wingspan of 240cm.

The sarus crane is listed in and
as and it is predominantly found in India,
Southeast Asia, and Australia.

gefl ol THIARCT H of AT & Ueh e d1¢, Ig crar fohar aar fo gefr
IS ¢



https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/wildlife-protection-act-wpa-1972
https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/iucn-red-list

Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia



Quit

India movement in 1942,



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/quit-india-movement-3
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/quit-india-movement-3
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Lohia's early political career began with the Congress Party, where he held the position of

secretary of the Foreign Department of the All-India Congress Committee (A.l.C.C.), the

Congress Party's highest body.

A

In 1963 Lohia became a member of the Lok Sabha after a by-election in Farrukhabad (Lok
Sabha constituency). He also won the Lok Sabha general election of 1967 from Kannauj
(Lok Sabha constituency) but died a few months later.
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Lohia and other CSP members left the Congress in 1948.

He became a member of the Praja Socialist Party upon its formation in 1952 and served as general
secretary for a brief period, but internal conflicts led to his resignation in 1955.

He established a new Socialist Party (1955), for which he became chairman as well as the editor of
its journal, Mankind.
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« Some of his works include: ‘Wheel of History’, ‘Marx, Gandhi and Socialism’,
‘Guilty Men of India’s Partition’, etc.
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Chaitra 1 of the national calendar based on the Saka Era corresponds to which one of the following
dates of the Gregorian calendar in a normal year of 365 days? (2014)

(@) 22" March (or 21st March)
(b) 15t May (or 16t May)
(c) 31st March (or 30t March)
(d) 21st April (or 20t April)
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* Which of the following statements is/are incorrect with reference to Indian New Year Festivals?

* a. Gudhi Padwa is a spring festival that marks the traditional new year for Marathi and Konkani Indians.
* b. Navreh is the first day of the Kashmiri Hindu New Year.

Only a

Only b

Bothaandb

Neither a nor b
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 With reference to the Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited
(IREDA), which of the following statements is/are correct? (2015)

1.1t is a Public Limited Government Company.
2.1t is a Non-Banking Financial Company.
 Select the correct answer using the code given below:

« (@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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