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* What is the significance of the Parivar Mulakat (Family Visit) pilot project

introduced in Punjab prisons?
qolrel T Sl H %R‘ fpT a7 IRER FeTRIT (Family Visit) ITIeC
NTode T Hged FAT &7

* A. Promotes rehabilitation of prisoners / hiedl & tl?-lﬁﬁ'\q' $ derar

et
B. Allows intimate family visits for prisoners / $feal & T awer

qiRaR® Herwra A A
C. Reduces prison overcrowding / e & g FH T

D. Provides legal aid for prlsoners/%ﬁ'ﬂ’r * faw H-TIFI?ﬁ delddl Ycgled
C X




 Which mineral is India heavily dependent on imports for, as
highlighted by the Ministry of Mines?

HSsT HIATIT ¢dRT 399 [T 0 g @lasr & fow IR

HATT W AcTAh A g7

e A. Lithium / Qfdas
B. Gallium /ﬁﬁw
C. Cobalt / HdTee
D. All of the above / 390ed THI




 What is the major step taken by India to reduce dependence on
imported minerals?

rfad @fast R Q@ARar &7 Fa & fav #Rd garT 3331
T 7Y FHeH FT §7?

* A. Formatlon of KABIL joint venture / KABIL H’qﬂ-—d 3YhHA Dl NS
B. Promotion of recycling and circular economy / ﬂﬂﬁﬁ-‘«lﬂ IR

qRYT HYTTEUT HT Ferar el
C. Investment in mining technologles/EI?I?-l' Eﬁaﬁﬁlﬁ H fAaer

D. All of the above / 390ad HHI




 Which historical monument is
featured on the 75th anniversary

commemorative stamp of India?_
HRA o 75d JUINS THARS Tehe

g3 i T Ufagiiase TARS
ICIEG Y

. gi%(ila_\rteway of India / AT 3TH
B. Qutub Minar / Sdd HAR
C. Red Fort / elTel
D. Charminar / IRHAAR




* The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
(Amendment) Rules, 2024 now allow detention for students in which
classes?

Todl & AFT 3 Afrard Ram w1 3RFR (Feee) &,
2024 319 ool T3 & ST & folv Uk & TATT &l 572

*A.Classes1to4 /e 1 H 4
B. Classes 5and 8 / H&T 5 3il¥ 8
C. Classes 6 and 7 / &l 6 3iIX 7
D. Classes 9 and 10 / h&T 9 3IX 10



* What are the operational challenges for implementing conjugal visits
in overcrowded prisons like Delhi?

feoell S #fisHTS arell_Stell A darfgeh HeThIdl &l o] s
H T gREmel IAlfaar 87

* A. Overcrowded prisons / il # HIsHTS
B. Security concerns regarding contraband smuggling / IGCIRG]

qEG3T 1 TERY @ gafta e @Haw
C. Lack of proper legal framework/3‘ﬁl?l' a?l?l?ﬁ eI &Y FHAT
D. All of the above / 39ed THI



* Which court recognized the right to procreation during incarceration
in 20147
2014 H THT 3ETeld o STl & G Jolddol & TSR Fl

AT dT ar?

* A. Supreme Court of India / IR T Hafed T d
B. Punjab and Haryana High Court / 9TTe 31X gRmom 3=9
1R IR
C. Madras High Court / AGIH 3©d «~qiATeld
D. Delhi High Court / f¢eell 3= ~aR—ITaT




* The Most Favoured Nation (MFN) suspension by Switzerland may result in:

TEICoels ganT Walfda 3reTdhel ISE (MFN) fAelseT & T IROTA g Hehl §7?

* A. Increased taxes on Indian companies in Switzerland / ﬁﬁ'c'.\_rﬂﬁ?; H AR
FIfAAT W X H I
B. Delay in EFTA trade negotlatlons / EFTA SR a1t # &8
C. Improved FDI in India / IR H URIINTE A JUr
D. None of the above / 39U0Fd # & HI$ Flﬁ




* What is the primary objective of the Minerals Security Partnership
initiated by India?
3—II~{<-I%_C\\CII~{I A& T I GieTsT FI&T WBAGH T ALY 3¢aT
T g ?

* A. Diversify mineral supply chains / gfasr amgfed s@ensit &
fafaerar o D
B. Invest in renewable energy projects / TdIRIONT Foll
qRISTA3 & fAdewr T
C. Promote sustainable mining / TIRIT @eleT &Y deldl ol
D. Build strategic mineral reserves / ITeIfae @fasr TSR FelTelT
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— Stephen Chbosky, The
Perks of Being a Wallflower

* “We accept the love we think we deserve.”
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Selection process macaque . Bhalla for Manipur, A&mﬁggﬁ:’mﬁm Harleen hits centur:
flawed, says Congress Arif Khan in Bihar = India takes a 2-0 lead
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i Congress moves SC over |Officials say Khel Ratna list

- - not finalised; Manu Bhaker
change in Election Rules |, apse on her part

recordings of candidates comes after HC order to release materials from Haryana Assembly polls | [ o000

NEW DELHI
The Hindu Bureau — EC rejects Cot
NEW DELEI Access limited claims on p.,;g]s Amid a raging controversy
‘Amendment to the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 imits ‘over: e Senchoston; from.
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agrosment with militias on tain election-related st tinsy 30d "subsequent addition” in A day after the Sports
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ourt against the emctarsi precess election. » PAGE 5 " | for the Major Dhyan Chand
e poll ruls e s Khel R: report-
duces public access to edly did not recommend
CCTV camera footage from  tion records specifically The advocate had when that amendment | her name, the 22year-old  Manu Bhaker, who won two bronze medals in the 2024 Paris.
booths and video  mentioned in the Rules. ﬁ!ed a pe(l(lnn meung vi-  does away with public ac- | pistol ace ok to social  Dlympics, with her personal coach Jaspal Rana. FILE PHOTO
recordings of candidates. Officials have reportedly ~ deography, CCTV footage,  cess to essential informa- | media to clarify her
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Sports Authority of India,  sion and recommend the
and the National Rifle As-  names? According to me,
sociation of India, holding  this is not a mistake and
them responsible for “ig-  this is not an oversight,” he
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=rmaaw | Five soldiers killed as vehicle | Allu Arjun quizzed for over 3 hours
Medical College and Hospital in

weeresiiy | falls into gorge in Poonch on stampede during movie premiere

the streets of Chikkadpally,
particularly on Street Num-
ber 6 where the police sta-

Janu HYDERABAD
Actor Allu Arjun was ques-
tioned for about three-and-
a-half hours at  police sta-

Five soldiers were killed
when the vehicle in which
they were travelling skid-

ded off the road in the Pir tion here on sday
Panjal valley of Poonch dis- at a cinema dur-
irict on Tuesday evening. ing the premiere of his film

the Army
A spokesperson of the
Army's  White _Knight

that led to the death of a
ar-old woman and
crifical injuries to her

JourtPoonch belt, said, elght-year-old son.
“Five brave soldiers lost o o The police asked the ac-
their lives in a vehicle accl-  Wreckage of the Ammy vehicle that fel ito a gorge i Jamau and tor If he had the permis-  Law takingits course: Allu Arjun arrives fo interrogation at the
ISLAMABAD dent during operational  Kashmir's Poanch district on Tuesday. 7T Won © visit Sindhys Chiskadpal polos steionin dersin on Tussdey NG Go. s the palice had refused
The US. and the UK. have duty in the Poonch sector” Theatre, the site of the Permission & Arjun to visk
ressed deep concern over Rescue operadons were  diers were on the vehicle  lost control at the turn of | stampede, on the day of ton was on. Arjun, aloog loehavesked himwmake  the cinema, given thelr n-
the recent handing down of going on in the area, the  when it met with an accl-  the road”™. the p: with his father, Aliu Ara-  himself available for furth-  ability to control thou-
convictions by Pakistani Army said. dent and fell into a gorge The vehicle was travell- He was questioned  vind, and legal team, ar- er questioning. sands of fans expected to
mitary courts to 25 civiian The vehicle plunged in-  Balnoi Ghora area. ing as part of a convoy of | about his claim thathe was  rived at the police station The police cordoned off  come to see him. Despite
supporter of former Prime to a gorge, A defence six vehicles rom the Nilam | unaware of the death dur-  around 11 a.m. He left the area to keep people being aware of the stam-
Minister Imean Khan over thelr | 300-350 feet deep, he sald.  said the cause of the accl-  headquarters to a post at | ing the show, and why he  around 3 p.m., and the and presspersons atadis- pede and death, he
riots y dent is bek Balnoi Ghora. had held a press confe- crowd which gathered tance. The police were de-  watched the film in the ci-
Last year. 3 PAGE 14 gestod at least seven so.  but “possibly, the driver (With inputs from PTD | rence while the investiga-  slowly dispersed. The pol-  ployed in strength across  nema.
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Congress moves SC over
change in Election Rules

Amendment restricting public access to CCTV camera footage from polling booths and video

recordings of candidates comes after HC order to release materials from Haryana Assembly polls

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Congress on
T Tuesday chal-
lenged the amend-

ments made to the Con-
duct of Election Rules of
1961 that restricted citi-
zens’ right to access cer-
tain election-related
records.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh moved the top
court against the change in
the poll rules, which re-
duces public access to
CCTV camera footage from
polling booths and video
recordings of candidates.

The amendment was
made to sub-rule (2) of
Rule 93 of the 1961 Rules,
which had previously al-
lowed the public to exa-
mine papers related to
elections without any
exception.

The amendment, noti-
fied on December 20 by
the Union Law and Justice
Ministry, had restricted ac-
cess to only certain elec-

Access limited

Amendment to the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 limits
public access to certain election-related records

® While there was unrestricted access
to election-related records earlier, it
is now restricted. CCTV footage and

video recordings are no
longer freely available

® While the government
has said that the
amendment protects
the process from false
narratives or misuse

of electronic records,
there are concerns that
it reduces transparency
and accountability in
the electoral process

tion records specifically
mentioned in the Rules.
Officials have reportedly
justified the move, saying it
was to protect the poll pro-
cess from false narratives
through misuse or doctor-
ing of electronic records.
However, the amend-
ment came shortly after a
Punjab and Haryana High
Court direction to the Elec-
tion Commission to pro-
vide an advocate records
pertaining to the recent
Haryana Assembly elec-

tion. The advocate had
filed a petition seeking vi-
deography, CCTV footage,
and copies of Forms 17-C
Parts I and II from the As-
sembly election.

“The Election Commis-
sion, a Constitutional bo-
dy, charged with the con-
duct of free and fair
elections cannot be al-
lowed to unilaterally, and
without public consulta-
tion, amend such a vital
law in such a brazen man-
ner. This is especially true

EC rejects Cong.
claims on polls
as ‘misleading’

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission has
rejected as “factually incorrect
and misleading” the Congress’s
claims of “arbitrary deletion”
and “subsequent addition” in
electoral rolls and ruled out
discrepancies in voter turnout
data in Maharashtra Assembly
election. » PAGE 5

when that amendment
does away with public ac-
cess to essential informa-
tion that makes the electo-
ral process more
transparent and accounta-
ble. The integrity of the
electoral process is fast
eroding. Hopefully the Su-
preme Court will help res-
tore it,” Mr. Ramesh posted
on social media platform
X.

HIDE AND SEEK
» PAGE 8




e Amendment to the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 limits public access to
election-related records, including CCTV footage and video recordings of
candidates.

o IoATd ITEROT A, 1961 H FMYUT & TEd, SieAdT HI IAT &
gafa Repis deh ng S AT X a1 = g, FgdH ST
ol AR 3FHICART & difsAr enfAe g




* Purpose of the Amendment

 Government claims the amendment protects the process from false narratives or
misuse of electronic records.

» TIHR FT Fgoll & b MU SIS FEIAAT AT FelFeliaieh NP & geuNar
g ThAT T IETT AT gl




* Congress's Challenge to the Amendment

* Supreme Court Petition

* Congress leader Jairam Ramesh challenges the amendment in the Supreme Court,
arguing it reduces transparency and accountability in the electoral process.

+ HIUF AT SRH WA A A He A Faered & Tl & §, I8 a6 &
g@ﬁssﬂ@wmﬁmﬁ?aﬁmﬁﬁwmt%

» Specific Concerns

* Congress highlights concerns about arbitrary deletion of voter data and restrictions
on access to critical electoral information.

+ FHNF F AdGIAT 3T & AFAW A% J ge 3R AgcaquT Tl ATy
de Ugd WX ITdael ol ol =Idr Jds gl




 Justifications by the Government

* Protection Against False Narratives

e Officials argue the amendment prevents false narratives or doctored electronic
records from influencing elections.

» TARIRIT T FHgal & T g GMYA ST Falfaral AT deol gu Solaci ol
Repis & gaEr & Jfad Fel & Jhell ¢

* Punjab and Haryana High Court Order

 The amendment follows a High Court direction to share CCTV footage and election-
related records in a recent case.

+ g MY gTd & Teh HAHS H A Bdof 3 I & FfAd Reprs
H@Taﬂﬁa:%rcméaﬁéasmaraswm%l




e Electoral Commission's Stand

* Rejection of Congress Claims

* The Election Commission dismissed Congress's claims as factually incorrect
and misleading, asserting that there are no discrepancies in voter data.

» AT T & HAY & grdl P TATHS T F IT0d 3R H1HS
ddTd 8T @RS &< &1, Ig Srar Hid gu {6 HAderar ser & s
fagarta =gt &




* Broader Implications

* Impact on Transparency

e Critics argue the amendment limits public scrutiny and could undermine confidence
in the electoral process.

+ 3Tl HT Pl & foh MU Fraolfaeh IR @ AT Hr & 3R
AT IihdT A [aRarg &l AR I Tohell g

* Legal Precedent and Consultation

e Congress emphasizes the need for public consultation before amending such vital
rules to ensure fairness and accountability.

o HIY FI IR g T & FAgcaqul HIAT H "t § ggo
mwaiaéﬁag{gaﬁmmwmmﬂﬁﬁHﬁWI




Officials say Khel Ratna list
not finalised; Manu Bhaker
suggests lapse on her part

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Amid a raging controversy
over her “exclusion” from
the list of Khel Ratna nomi-
nees, double Olympic me-
dallist Manu Bhaker on
Tuesday admitted that
“there has been a lapse,
maybe on my part while fil-
ing for the nomination”.

A day after the Sports
Ministry had to step in to
do damage control after
the selection committee
for the Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna Award report-
edly did not recommend
her name, the 22-year-old
pistol ace took to social

media to clarify her
position.

However, Ministry
sources said that the

names were yet to be final-
ised and her name would
be there when the final list
was released in a week.

On Monday, her coach,
Jaspal Rana, and father,
Ram Kishan Bhaker, lam-
basted the Sports Ministry
and the selection commit-
tee for overlooking Ms.
Bhaker despite her monu-
mental achievements.

Ms. Bhaker said: “With
regards to ongoing issue
for my nomination for the
most prestigious Khel Rat-
na award — I would like to
state that as an athlete my
role is to play and perform
for my country,” Ms. Bhak-
er wrote on X. “I believe
there has been a lapse,
maybe on my part while fil-
ing for the nomination
which is being corrected.”

The Haryana shooter
said her aim is at perform-
ing for the country wheth-
er she gets an award or not.
“Awards and recognition
keeps me motivated but
are not my goal,” she as-
serted. “Irrespective of the
award I shall remain motiv-
ated to win more medals
for my country. It is a re-
quest to everyone, please
do not speculate on this.”

In August, Ms. Bhaker
became Independent In-

Manu Bhaker, who won two bronze medals in the 2024 Paris

Olympics, with her personal coach Jaspal Rana. FILE PHOTO

dia’s first athlete to win two
medals in a single edition
of the Olympics with her
bronze-winning show in
the 10m air pistol indivi-
dual and 10m air pistol
mixed team events in Pa-
ris.

Credentials ‘ignored’
Mr. Rana, a decorated
shooter himself, castigated
the Sports Ministry, the
Sports Authority of India,
and the National Rifle As-
sociation of India, holding
them responsible for “ig-
noring” his ward’s creden-
tials for the Award.

“I will hold all of them
responsible. How can
anyone even say Manu did
not apply? She made histo-
ry by becoming the first In-
dian to win two Olympic
medals in the same Olym-
pics. Her name should
have been there automati-
cally. Don’t the people at
the helm know who Manu
Bhaker is and what are her
credentials? This humilia-
tion might just affect her
progress,” Mr. Rana, who
was the personal coach of
Ms. Bhaker when she won
the medals at the Paris
Games, said.

“I can say that a wrong
precedent is being set.
Things like this can destroy
an athlete’s confidence.”

“If this can shock the

sports fraternity, if you are
speaking to me regarding
this, if people are writing
about this, then how come
the committee that decides
the names fail to under-
stand that she deserves the
honour,” Mr. Rana asked.

“What is their job other-
wise? Isn’t it to go through
the performance of the
athletes over the last cycle
and then arrive at a conclu-
sion and recommend the
names? According to me,
this is not a mistake and
this is not an oversight,” he
said.

The award selection
committee is a 12-member
panel headed by retired
Supreme Court judge Jus-
tice V. Ramasubramanian.
It includes former athletes
like women’s hockey cap-
tain Rani Rampal, boxer
Vijender Singh, and cricket
great Anil Kumble.

The Ministry norms al-
low athletes to self-nomi-
nate instead of relying on
federations and other insti-
tutions for it. The selection
committee is, however, al-
lowed to consider names
which may not be among
the applicants.

While the Ministry
claimed that Ms. Bhaker
did not apply for the
award, her father had said
the youngster had followed
due process.



Controversy Over Khel Ratna Nomination

Manu Bhaker's Exclusion

e Double Olympic medalist Manu Bhaker was not
included in the initial Khel Ratna nominees' list.

o 391 3N e faoidr He] ST HI
IRTAS Wol Tcol AR AT H ATTHAST =T8T
foraT aram)

Admission of Lapse

e Bhaker admitted there might have been a lapse on
her part during the nomination filing process.

o T o TAhR ThaT foh ATHIGA IfhaT &
GNTeT 3eTeht 3T @ I 8 Hehcll B



* Ministry's Position

* List Not Finalised
* Ministry sources clarified that the final list of nominees is yet to be released and
Bhaker's name might still be included.

» HATT & FAN A Tse fhar f AmaATRat A 3ifae gy 3l sl Ae g
& 3R HIRT T I ATTHS & FeheT

 Damage Control
e Sports Ministry stepped in to manage the controversy after the selection committee
reportedly overlooked Bhaker's achievements.

« Wol HATT o IUT IATY SaRT HIHT I ITATRIAT I ARG el
di¢ fadTe &l ATl & folv sheH 3o/




* Reactions from Bhaker's Camp

e Coach and Family Criticism
e Coach Jaspal Rana and father Ram Kishan Bhaker criticized the Sports Ministry and selection committee for

ignoring her monumental achievements.

o PIT FUTST UM AR AT T FAaT AR o HATRT HT 92 3Tt I eeEr & v @
AT 3R gaa gfafa i maar

* Focus on Performance
* Bhaker stated that her primary goal is to perform for the country, whether awards follow or not.

-+ T A el o AR HET F6T U F AT el e g, I8 REPR @ a1 o A




 Bhaker’s Historic Achievements

* Olympic Feats

* First Indian to win two medals in a single edition of the Olympics in the 10m air
pistol individual and mixed team events.

+ 10 HX TR Nreca cafFaed 3R Affa &7 sdc 7 & 3afle aEamol
H ¢l ygeh Sildel drell Ygell ARAI|



e Selection Committee and Process

* Structure

* The 12-member committee includes sports personalities like Anil Kumble, Rani
Rampal, and Bijender Singh, chaired by Justice V. Ramasubramanian.

» 12-HGEIT HIATA H 3ifdcl heel, T TAIS 3R faoiey [8g o8 @o
gieqan anfAe §, foaehr srederar Siffew dl. TATgSATIRI X ¢
 Nomination Rules
e Athletes can self-nominate or be recommended by federations and institutions.

. Uwgﬁ-o—lld—licho-l Y Hhd § IT Fol AR €= ganrT {wriRer & S
dehdl gl
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Lokpal calls SEBI
chief, complainants
for ‘oral hearing’

gress MP Mahua Moitra,
for an “oral hearing” next
connection with

impropricty and
conflict of interest

on the basis

of a report by
Hindenburg Research

kar and five other

ing heard by it, alleging im-
propriety and conflict of
interest on the basis of a
indenburg Research re-
port, smord.lng to an offi-

cial o1
The Lnkpa.l had sought

Ms. Moitra, and two oth-

Hearing the case, the
Lokpal said the named RPS
respondent _public  ser-
vant) ~has filed her res-
ponse by way of affidavit
sworn on 07122024 in
time, raising preliminary

Accordingly. the Lokpal
has asked the registry to is-
sue notices to the RPS as
well as the complainant(s)
to avail of the opportunity
of oral hearing on January
28.

The Lokpal said “it is ap-
propriate and in the inter-
est of justice that the com-

a

President Murmu
names Ajay Bhalla
Manipur Governor

Former Union Minister General V. K Si

(retd) a

inted Mizoram

Governor, while Kerala Governor Arif Khan will take up the post in Bihar

NEW DELHI

ormer Union Hom:

pointments and
by President Dnmupad.l
Murmu on Tuesday across
five States.

appointments in-
clude former Unton Minis-
ter General V. K. Singh

nants and the supplemen-
in its report, U.S.-based

her husband had
obscure offshore furn:b
used ln the alleged money
scandal mvolv.

ro

(reed) as of Mizo-
ram, and Kerala Governor
Arif Mohammed Khan be-
ing made Governor of
Bihar.
The President has ac-
gepted the res of
Governor Raghu-

The appointment to the
Manipur Raj Bhavan is sig-

nificant as the State has
witnessed eshnic strife re-
sulting violence bet-
ecn e Mestel o
ty and Kukl wribes since
May 2 Ulkey

New roles: Gen. V.K Singh [retd) and Ay Kumar Bhalla

sad Acharya was holding
o be S to Home

ile he has been

shified vo Blhzr the incum-
bent Bihar Governor, Ra-
jendra Vishwanath Arle-
kar, has been named the

key legislation such as the  new Governor of Kerala.

i e Gover-
AL 200 al the three 7 of Mfsncan, Harl Rati
new criminal laws Kambhampati, e

his tenure as the uome Se-

alaya cadre, he retired on
Angust 22,

New Kerala
The change of Governor in
Kerala is another political-

er was attacking the capital
markets regulator’s credi-

e fant itme o
vernor of the State and

Iy move.
Mr. Khan had been hav-
ing regular run-ins with the

has by
appolnted Governor of

O focmer chief of the -
dian Army, Gen. Singh suc-
cessfully contested the Lok

sabha polls twice (2014
and 2019) from the
bad seat in Uttar Pradesh
on BJP tcket and was pare
of the Union Council of

e party, however, did

Shah evaluates
transition to three
new criminal laws

NEW DELHI

c-defined
timelines will hel

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tus
the implementation of the

NCRS, the nodal body for
the implementation of the
laws, Mr. Shah said that
alerts should be generated
for all the criminal cases at
predefined stages and t-
melines right from regis-
tration to_benefit
and complainants.

The Home Minister sasd
that more than one foren-
should be

e
place for video conferenc-
and the cameras in-

Dhami, the Mi
that there should be regu-
lar and e

BSF using tech
to plug gaps
on Bangladesh
border: D-G

KOLKATA

The Border Security Force
(BSF), which guards the
border alo:

panches of the border that
is unfenced.
¥ Director-General
Daljic Singh Chawdhary on
sald
areas ave unfanced &
not necessarily mean that
infiltration or other cross-
border activities are going
on along those stretches.
“There me rea-

Alerts to
officers as well as senior of-
ficers as per pre-defined t-
melines will help in
ing up the investigation,

of the Home Ministry and
the NCRB should visit the
States to increase the adoj

progress
of implementation of the
three new laws every 15

days.

The Home Minister sug-
gested to Deepam Seth, Di-
rector-General of Police,
Uttarakhand. to ensure
that all the Superinten-

victims  toring of of how many of th (he areas. Wherever, there are
total Zero FIRe regisered | such gaps we have used
had seen in in-
vestigation and how many | We have pur obmcles.
FIRs had been transferred | flood hit those areas,
to States.

regular patrolling is golng
on to ensure there i no
filtration,” he

Technological solutions
means the deployment of
cameras, drones, and oth-
er equipment to monitor
movement along the bor-
der.

Ar. Chawdhary said that
the Border Guard Bangia-
desh (BGB) guards the bor-
der on the Bangiadesh side

signed by Lokpal Chairper-  bility and attempting a cha- | since July mk year, Assam  Left Front government in  not offer him ticket In the | mentation of the laws as  the cases within the pre- | and the BSF and the BGB
son Justice AM. il racter Pra- the State. 2024 Lok sal L. soon scribed tmelines. have good .
Farewell scenes

idding adieu: Actors Naseeruddin Shah, Boman lrani, Rajit Kspur, nd others during the funeral of

[
veteran fmmaker Sfiyam Benegal In Mumbai on Tuesday. P11

‘Invisible hand fuelling violence in Manipur’

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Former Chief justice of Ma-
pur

uon appears to return to

said, adding that even with
50, on the

nd, ment is
unable to restore law and
order. Asserting that peace
and nor must return
to Manipur, he pointed
out, ~If for conflict

we
fatigue t settde in, there

will be nothing left to

Atani)
and Manipur International

Displaced lves: A Kiki tribal woman kghts a fire to prepare food in
 relief camp in Kangpokpi, Manipur, on Sunday. A2

Youth Centre. Manipur has
been-affected. by ethnlec
viclence between the Kuki-
ot the Weeitel People
G May 3, 2023.
More than 250
have been killed and more
than 60,000 people have
been displaced from their
homes.

Flagging hyper inflation

Mridul, who retired on No-
vember 21, said, “Every
dme I flew back to tmphal
from . 1 used o carry
vegetables with me. Be-
sides the jobs with the go-
vernment and the universi-
des,  there s

ment in the valley.

from

gzested that the in-
lernal!y .uspu.ced persons
from.

to go back home. Is that
too much to ask the pow-
ers that every individual
who is in these re-
lief camps be returned to
their homes and be accord-
ed protection not only for
their lives but also for their
property and livelihood.

‘even consider the outrage-
ous idea of protecting each
indridual, it would be suf-
fice,” he said.

He said he hoped the
Manipur violence is not
parc of a grand desien to

frain I hear is that we want

hon|
Professor, DM University,

Said insticutions
imacy due
to perception politics.

Panel relaxes
curbs in NCR
as pollution
goes down

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Central panel tasked
wm. improving air quality

T.N. govt. issues elaborate standard
operating procedure for jallikattu

TIRUCH]

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has issued an elabo-
rate Standard Operating

1h 1 Capital

Regon (NCR) on Tus

lifted its most  stringent
dip in poll

Stage IV rest
its Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP) on De-
cember 16 after pollution

curbs im

ban on the plying of BS-111

be followed
to ensure safe conduct of
Jfallikattu events in

five responsibiliies of the
Istration,

andry, reve-

nue, health, public works,
police and fire and rescue

nts be-
Sides that of the om-

committees,
and the tamers have been

lated to all District
Collectors.

The SOP has 1o be fol-
lowed by officials and or-
ganisers of the eves
the overall
control of the Director of
Animal Husbandry and Ve-
terinary Services and the
Animal Welfare Board of
ndia.

A«ammgw the SOP, causing wﬂenm to the bulls should be

their

should be given only for
those events that are pro-
posed to be conducted in
the manner pi un-
der Section 3 (2) of Tamil

du Cruel-

is

from January, coinc:

with the Pongal festivities,
and goes on tll May. One of

the points to be strictly en-

forced is thar permission

Na
ty to Animals (Conduct of
Jallikattu) Rules, 2017. On
no account. jailikartru
events should be permit-
ted to be conducted in

wooRTHY

places other than those
notified by the govern-
ment.
per the l'(xoml
mg :uﬂering o
bu.lh should be xlrlcﬂy
avoided. Their safety, se-
curity and  well-being
be ensured_ Organ-
isers who do not have per-
misston from the District

Ooll.e:lor should not be al-
towed u the eve:
All stakeholders should

regi:

ers and bulls. Applications
should be processed
through the online

in the web portal newly de-
w for jallikattu
events  www:jallikartu. -
-gov.in

The District Collector
shall form a committee 10
oversee and ensure that
the events are conducted
in conformity pre-
scribed rules. The Jallikat-

Government must not ape
private sector’s insecure gig
work conditions, says SC

NEW DELHI

precarious

employment

w e C
should issue NOC only af-
ter assessing all arrange-

of

often cha-
lack of bene-
fits, job security and fair

racterised

ment team should inspect

Sucl
have been criticised for ex-

Explottation and misuse
of “temporary” contrac-
tual staff by public sector
entities not mirrors
the detrimental trends ob-
se o

spgolied
il had not completed the
full-time service to satisfy

larisa

regularisa

I
any illegalities in their ap-

Nath, who wre
ploiting workers and un-
dermining ur  stan-
dards. Government  ‘Regularise staff”

Dy Judg-
with upholding i ment on ap|
ples of faimess and justice,  filed by cleaning and gar-

ponsibility to avoid such

location and facilitate the
approval of the layout for
the proposed venue.

practices,” a Bench of jus-
tices Vikram Nath and P.B.
varale a recent
decision.

the Central Water Commis-
sion. They were not regu-
larised. The Central Admi-

1!
they were only parttme

The court said that India
was one of the founding
members of the Interna-

employment stability and
the fair treatment of work-

texts in which job discon-
could exacerbate
long-term un. €.




President Murmu
names Ajay Bhalla
Manipur Governor

Former Union Minister General V. K. Singh (retd) appointed Mizoram

Governor, while Kerala Governor Arif Khan will take up the post in Bihar

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ormer Union Home
F Secretary Ajay Bhal-

la has been appoint-
ed Governor of Manipur in
the latest gubernatorial ap-
pointments and reshuffle
by President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday across
five States.

The appointments in-
clude former Union Minis-
ter General V. K. Singh
(retd) as Governor of Mizo-
ram, and Kerala Governor
Arif Mohammed Khan be-
ing made Governor of
Bihar.

The President has ac-
cepted the resignation of
Odisha Governor Raghu-
bar Das.

The appointment to the
Manipur Raj Bhavan is sig-
nificant as the State has
witnessed ethnic strife re-
sulting in violence bet-
ween the Meitei communi-
ty and Kuki tribes since
May 2023. Anusuiya Uikey
was the last full-time Go-
vernor of the State and
since July this year, Assam
Governor Lakshman Pra-

]

g S—

New roles: Gen. V.K. Singh (retd) and Ajay Kumar Bhalla.

sad Acharya was holding
additional charge.

Said to be close to Home
Minister Amit Shah, Mr.
Bhalla steered some of the
key legislation such as the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019 and the three
new criminal laws during
his tenure as the Home Se-
cretary. A 1984-batch IAS
officer of the Assam-Megh-
alaya cadre, he retired on
August 22.

New Kerala governor
The change of Governor in
Kerala is another political-
ly significant move.

Mr. Khan had been hav-
ing regular run-ins with the
Left Front government in
the State.

So, while he has been
shifted to Bihar, the incum-
bent Bihar Governor, Ra-
jendra Vishwanath Arle-
kar, has been named the
new Governor of Kerala.

The incumbent Gover-
nor of Mizoram, Hari Babu
Kambhampati, has been
appointed Governor of
Odisha.

A former chief of the In-
dian Army, Gen. Singh suc-
cessfully contested the Lok
Sabha polls twice (2014
and 2019) from the Ghazia-
bad seat in Uttar Pradesh
on BJP ticket and was part
of the Union Council of Mi-
nisters.

The party, however, did
not offer him ticket in the
2024 Lok Sabha polls.




Article

Article
153

Article
155

Article
156

Article
157

Provision

Governors of States

Executive Power of the State

Appointment of Governor

Term of Office of Governor

Qualifications for the Office of Governor

Key Points

- Each state must have a Governor.
- A single person can act as Governor for more

than one state.

- The Governor exercises the executive power of
the state.
- Power is exercised directly or through

subordinate officers.

- Appointed by the President of India.

- Holds office at the pleasure of the President.
- Normal term is 5 years but can be terminated

earlier.

- Must be a citizen of India.

- Must be at least 35 years of age.




Article
158

Article
159

Article
160

Article
161

Article
163

Article
164

Article
165

Article
166

Conditions of the Governor's Office

Oath or Affirmation by the Governor

Discharge of the Functions of the

Governor in Certain Contingencies

Power of Governor to Grant Pardons,
Reprieves, Respites, or Remissions

Council of Ministers to Aid and Advise

the Governor

Appointment of Chief Minister and Other

Ministers

Advocate General for the State

Conduct of Business of the Government
of a State

- Should not hold any other office of profit.

- Entitled to official residence and emoluments.

- Oath administered by the Chief Justice of the

High Court of the state or a senior judge.

- President may make provisions for the
discharge of functions in certain contingencies.

- Governor has the power to grant clemency for

offenses against state laws.

- Governor must act on the advice of the Council
of Ministers, except in cases requiring
discretion.

- Chief Minister is appointed by the Governor.
- Ministers are appointed on the CM's advice.

- Appointed by the Governor as the legal advisor

to the state government.

- All executive actions of the state are taken in

the Governor's name.




Article
167

Article
174

Article
200

Article
201

Article
213

Duties of the Chief Minister to Furnish

Information to the Governor

Powers of the Governor to Summon,
Prorogue, and Dissolve the State
Legislature

Assent to Bills

Bills Reserved for Consideration of the

President

Power of Governor to Promulgate

Ordinances

- CM must communicate all decisions and

administrative matters to the Governor.

- Governor has the power to summon, prorogue

sessions, and dissolve the Legislative Assembly.

- Governor may:
1. Give assent.
2. Withhold assent.

3. Reserve the bill for the President.

- President decides on bills reserved by the

Governor.

- Governor can issue ordinances when the
legislature is not in session, subject to certain

limitations.




* Ajay Bhalla Named GovernorFormer Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla has been appointed Governor of Manipur.

- AR & Tl & &7 A Y4 g Gfda T feol A
frgerd fram arm

* This appointment is significant due to ongoing ethnic strife between
Meitei and Kuki communities since May 2023.

2023 ¥ I g IR FhT gHEAT & ST ATET FUY
HéchNUI g W% 2| N




e General V.K. Singh (Retd.) AppointedFormer Union Minister General V.K. Singh (Retd.)
becomes Governor of Mizoram.

+ qd e HAT Seler dleh. g (QaTieiga) @l [ASRA &1 TogqTel ST 9727

* Singh has had a distinguished political career and is a two-time Member of Parliament
from Ghaziabad.

« T8E F MTIEE T af I) IS TS & §T H T AFER Tolalide HRA
AT |




* Bihar Governor Appointment

e Arif Mohammed Khan Transferred

* Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed Khan has been appointed Governor of
Bihar.

o Pl h TIUTT HTR® HAIGFHAS Tled ol W’ &l TsIUTT [adad
fopar I >

* His tenure in Kerala was marked by differences with the Left Front

government.
o HA H 3APT hRIGAIA aTHATAT TIHR & 1T AdHET I I G




Kerala Governor Appointment

Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar Appointed

 The incumbent Governor of Bihar, Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, has been named Kerala
Governor.

- f98R & HAlSEr Togdre, Tsig fATATY 3efehy, Sl el AT AUl SATIT 1T

Odisha Governor Appointment

Hari Babu Kambhampati Transferred

* The incumbent Mizoram Governor Hari Babu Kambhampati has been appointed as Governor
of Odisha.

- [ASIR#E & AlSer Usgurer §R a1 SAEdfd Sl 3SAT &1 TSI FA1T 17|




* Other Key Details

* Raghubar Das Resignation
* The President has accepted the resignation of Odisha Governor Raghubar

Das.

» ST o 3NBAT & TIUT TSR G HT SEATHT TAPR A o]

* Ajay Bhalla's Contributions
* |Instrumental in enacting the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019, and other

critical laws during his tenure as Home Secretary.
+ IE TG & FT H, ol o APTRST (HMe) dfafaga, 2019 3R
T AGcAYOT FIefeil I W] Fel H HgcaqoT HfAHT TS|
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Vocal on growth, silent on inflation

n November, a Cabinet

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Should focus on gr not
concerned with food price
inflation. Though the Minister
clarifi

mandate to target an inf

t
comment perhaps reflects
some ness, on behalf of
the government, about tl
performance of the economy. This

sta
vallable Up to 2032.23. But there
have been reports of the slow
of sales of companies in

-moving-consumer-goods
(FMCG) segment during the
current financial year. This is a
fairly reliable source of

enabling a broad evaluation of
econ ce during the
tenure of the Modi TIIment.
First, at the

sectors is less up to date but
mmﬂmugh make

assessment,

Srould be as follows. Of the 1t
sectors at the initial level of

disaggregation, only one. namely

<3 growth rax, inflation triggers a wage price
4 xmeusnnyy for all of the policy spiral in the rest of the economy,
acturing, which can e for a while
- — Sector actually slowed Sfter 2014. even if food prices decline.
grown at well over 7% per implication for welfare of
Pulapre annum fre 7 t0 2014-15, the inflation we = com
Balakrishnan its growth slowed to just over 5% expertencing obvimm High
F— afterwards. This extént of dectine inflation, espect. rity pensions
Prolessar, Centrs for in the rate orgm-mh products, adversely affects the s are grabblng headlines
eudies, well-being of thase whose for the reasons

“Real Estate”, shows a higher
e Since 2014,

The outflow of funds for social
relevant in the context, food price

Thovenunthopuram

The problem
facing India’s

suppb*
growth: the
problem lies in

Erowth phases s by far the highest

an assump!
2 section of the e

RBI 1o ignore food price mflation.
Itz thar the price of foad ke of the five
volatile, and irs fluci

themselves out over time.

This, however,

A structural problem that food prlce inf, Vvernment departments 10 -

has been provento | need not be controlled. If food idate  disciplinary  action

be wrong. at least in India. Food price inflation were to be taken against all those who were
jon rose in 201920 and has out of the RBI's an fraudulently claiming

in Kerala.
Towards the end of Novem-
ber, the State Finance

people r
ment of
ers, assistant professors, and
higher secondary teachers.
who were drawing social se-
curity pension despite not
qualifying for i. The list
sparked outrage as the month-
Iy payment of 21,600 per per-
son is meant for the disadvan-
secti

the pensiol

ns of soclety.
A fow days later, an sudit by

2024", the State’s Finance Depm!—
can ment revealed that
tlon, commonly held by | the rise in price inflation ncluding | and
economics from 2019-20 onwards and owners of high<nd cars, I
profession that was voiced by the manufacturing growth since, with Kottakkal municipality of Ma- | lakh  do
the | theannual rate of change of the lappuram district, had snuck | pension.

into the list of

eceive a monthly pay
21,600. The benefici-
arfes inciude people who are
60 years or older, the dis

abled,
Traerian alic so ,‘m and
The guvmllment

n
2600 per beneficiary in 2016
to 21,600 in 2017. A revised which 588 lakh of the pen-
vernment order

was specific about ineligibility | arrears.
too, stating that income tax

Pocketing pension meant for the poor

chemes needs to be monitored d

the Kerala government. The

2900 cro to
pay social security and wel-
fare fund board pension. So-
cial security cesses on Indian-
Made Foreigm Liquor, pen
and diesel, an €d in the
2023- Budget, scarcely
s pay-

arried

govern:
Central share, albeit small, for

£o- pen
issued in 2017 | sioners are eligible, is in

All this means that the Ker-

ruations cancel o
The Finance Department
then lenied instrucsions 10 go-

Department

for 5 provisional estimate nts are
for GDP growth in 202324 (over expec:ed o Fotkow it in the 5.
§%) s quite high by i f ing weeks. The govern-

Inequitable distribution across the out meligible reciptents

partly induced by from the list of beneficiaries.

products is rising. Further, and

roblem the
type of growih It is experiencing, food price inflation. The Minister’s Over the years, Kerala has | drawing
one in which should induce the a model State in the dis- y
10 re-focus current wibution of social security
rate at which the demand for its pension. The support system

economic policy from growth to
inflation. ensures that nearly SO lakh

mos:
ability and widow category.

These figures illustrate the
enormous financi

a performance audit report
for 2

The latest developments

ar}
Further, action must be taken
against government servants
who were complicit in this.

ial load on

India got 14.3% of global remittances in 2024,

China secured only 5.3% of global remittances in 2024, its lowest share in at least two decades

DATA POINT

¥ Radhakrishnan

n 2024, India received an esti-
mated $129.1 billion worth of

are based o
ticle published kast wesk by

bilog ari
the World Bank.

mistances refer oney
that indrviduals w(nklng abroed
send back to support their
in thelr home country. They are of-

coun-
can contribute signifi-
o reci

top 10 receivers of remittances in $
ion in 2024.

its highest ever

demic years, there has been a ra-

Pid increase in its share. India‘s

in global remittances was

Twice the Share of Mexdcos n 2024

(.5%); Mexico was a distant se-
con

Though India leads in absolute

To better

depicts estimated remittances in
2024 as a share of a country’s GDP.
Each circle is a country. The farth-
er the circle is

g
fé
&
£
H
f

Siai HANHGE: thas it Tt 2CEMA
in absolute

in Nepal, remittances formed

over 25% of the GDP in 2024. In Ta-
gl agua, Leb: Sa-

fe over 25% of thelr respec-
tives GDPs. In India, remittances
formed 3.3% of the GDP this year.

For many low-and middle-in-

The
France., Pakistan, Bangladexh

ct as
a rnajnr source of income. In 2024,
eived $685 bil-

are the the other Couniries an the ns:,
vas third on

rec
Hom as remittances, the Ighest v
According to

China w erin a year. the blog,
Hstr past years® provlde these
knteresting insighes. Chart 2shows | have consissently outpaced other
the share of global remittances for | types of external financial flows.
the top 10 countries mentioned in In recent years, remittances
Chast 1 in the 2000-2024 period. | have even Di-

China's share of remittances grew
from less than 1% in the early

2010s. From 2020, the share de-
clined rapidly reaching & two-de-
cade low of 5.3% Iin 2024. Accord-
ing to the World Bank, China’s

sus
rect Investment (FDD in low-and
middle-income countries put to-
gether. ¥DIs are investments by a
forelen comtry to control or nun
business in another country.
TMtstanoes. are slbo Fanch higher

India and China’s diverging paths

The data for the charts were sourced from a blog article published by the World Bank on Decemnber 15 and
Buthored by Dilip Ratha. Sonia Plaza and Eung Ju Kim

<ha
w5 mllion =

Chare 3: The cho: cts estimuted remittances in 2024
38 share of a countys GOP

hows the top 10 receies
2024 (emtimated]

rematanc
Tajiistan

France con —
s S730e
Estamo -
Paks
] fevey
Banglsesss Gustemala Handures
BE [
Rrip e 1
etiang
Feyou ! Scuth Asia 1
B SRS
haesot
to the money that indivsdsis
ek Soroad 2o batk 6 AupRO tha tamibes in = =1
Thair home countey L 22 -
o o

€hart 2: The share of glabat remittances for the top 10 cnare cenpares rematances.
courres menticned i Chart 1 in the 2000-2024 peried i e oty bt

Fgures i s 800  Fgues in$ buhon "

than the official
ce (ODA) received by the

Countries. ODA is the aid from rich

countries to help poorer ones de-

by low-and middle-income -
tries n 2000 and 2024. Ov-
er the decade, remittans

creased by 57%
by 41% in low-and middle-income
nations, the blog notes.

M
" X China

Shapones

2024

‘23 i Grother countr)
D0 15 the oWt rom Ach countries o hel peorer ones develon,
oten through grants o cheap loans

o= Gasemats

2014 2024

FROM THE ARCHIVES
& Bindu.
FIFTY YEARS AGO DECEMBER 25, 1974

Missing British MP held in
7% 5

Melbourne, Dec. 24: The British Member of
Parliament, Mr. John Stonehouse, missing for
a month and drowned, was

over fear: L arrested
here to-day as an migrant.
Mr. Stonehouse (49), a &tu)el MII’\AREI'

pressures
has deckled to shed his past and begin life afresh

n Austral
The Chief’ Detective Superintendent, Mr. Mick

Patter; tonehouse had told the

police he mlgh! go lmo business in Australia.
Mr. Patterson added that Mr. Stonehouse had

n Britain.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DECEMBER 25, 1924

Soviet to take in
non-Communists

Riga, Dec. 24: The Soviet Central Executive
issued a statement saying ha the growing
political activity among the proletariat and
Ppeasanery hias necessiated the revislon of Soviet

conference of:-ﬁ l:nenlbers o ad\dse inter atia to
what extent & may be possible to admit
non-Commumists to real participation in the
country’s administration.

Amx
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India and China’s diverging paths

The data for the charts were sourced from a blog article published by the World Bank on December 18 and

authored by Dilip Ratha, Sonia Plaza and Eung Ju Kim

.

Chart 1: The chart shows the top 10 receivers of
remittances in $ million in 2024 (estimated)

&
N France
India S 37,304
1,29,088 %
(]
=4
a
= Pakistan
= 33,198
o

Bangladesh Guatemala
26,602 21577
Mexico
68,225
Egypt: Germany

22,657 21,540

Remittances refer to the money that individuals
working abroad send back to support their families in
their home country

Chart 3: The chart depicts estimated remittances in 2024
as a share of a country’s GDP
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Chart 2: The share of global remittances for the top 10
countries mentioned in Chart 1 in the 2000-2024 period
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Chart 4: Chart compares remittances, FDI, and ODA
received by low-and middle-income countries

800 Figures in § billion FDI

-----------

400
-~ Remittances

ODA

0-— I |
2000 2014 2024

FDlIs are investments by a foreign country to control or run a
business in another country.

ODA is the aid from rich countries to help poorer ones develop,
often through grants or cheap loans
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Roads closed following
heavy snowfall in
Himachal Pradesh

i Tincin
| o g e
highways, were closed in
Himachal Pradesh following snowfall in
e e S
SR e
S
o

Number of children to

THE2@&HINDU

People who got

be conferred Bal
Puraskar on Dec. 26

l President Droupadi Murmu will

17 chitdren from 14 States and Union
termtonies. The honoure:
and 10 girts — will receive 3 medal
certificate and a citation booklet as part of
the recognition. rm

on Thursday confer the Prachan
Mantri Rashtriya Bal Purasiar to

es — seven boys

Aizawl Roxz

12

and Panchayati Raj handed over the
appointment tetters for jobs in Assam
Rifics (78), Department of

(1), TP {2} and MZU {23} to 126 people on
Monday.

Percentage rise in UP1

Men prosecuted for

ointment letters in
Mela

The Union Minister of
State for Fisheres, Animal
Husbandry and Dairyng.

Posts {11}, SSB

OR transactions at
retail store:

ool mmmianas
E, x $ririt
o T

adoption of digital payments. However,
.
Systems (AePS) cash withdrawals saw 3
P T

in semi-urban and rural

travelling in women
only train coaches

The Rasway Protection
feioa prosscuth A 304
for

travelling in

Ao mii 11l kil 1o Ghie Enetss
Rastwiay Zone In a six-day drive as part of
“Operation Mahila Suraksha] an official
said on Tuesday. »o

Follow us @) facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.. h

_hindu &)

the_hindu

What is quantum computlng‘?

EXPLAINER
Tejasri Gurural
The story so far:

uantum computers are the talk

of computer town. Their
potential to solve complex
problems much faster than
mputers & an intriguing
Proposition that s
Several industries. A quantum computer
is hased on the principles of quansm

in 1982, Richard Feynman pre d the
idea of developing a computer that could
and c

would struggle with the complexity of
quantum systems. Thus the idea of 3
quantum computer was born.

What are the basics of quantum
com

pus
Classical computers work on the

Breaking boundaries: In 2019, [BM urveiled the world's first circuit-based commercal quantum

computer, Q System One. i

informarion, a qubit can hold two.
Because of this, quantum computers can
Perform mubtple compurations

Quantum

uters?

manipulate qubits, analogous to how
classical computers use logic gates.

In the same year, researchers at Google
mponed in a paper in Nature that their
E] -essor h

amount of time. The paper claimed
Sycamore completed a task in 200
seconds that would have taken a

p!une 0 errors disé o Intetactions wkh

need ervor (on‘e-:mn to hold information
o perform useful
t

superior but this doesn't auzo-mucan,
mean they will be better than classical
all tasks. Over

‘with thy

revealing one of the possmle outcomes of

the computations.
The second fundamental principle

prove quantum computers are capable of
Ereater feats.
1n 1994, Bell Labs computer sclentist

w
Willow, Google has said, can finish a
standard test in five Mk whereas the
same calculation could take today’s best
Tupercomputers 10 trillion trillion years.

‘What are the present
The advancements are fiying thick and

THE GIST

Quantum computers rety on
Two ey principles of quantum
mechanics: superposition,
where qubits can exist in
multiple states, -
entanglement, where qubits
are bnked, allowing them o
share information

-

Key milestones include Shor's
algorithm, Google's Sycamone

achieving quantum supremacy,

and recent acvancements such
35 the quantum chip Willow
Improving error cormection.

High costs, keeping qubits
stabie, and the need for

fforts to unlock their

principles of classical physics. Their potential
fundamental computing unit is the bit. is called entanglement. This Peter Shor created the Shor's algorithm. It fast but there are still many significant
Each bit represents one plece of pl .enon allows qubits to be could find the factors of large numbers in w© before
information with two possible values, O intrinsically inked no (nane ents rather than the millions of years can become
or L It's possible to represent all types of apart they physically are. Measuring th. required by computers. This “The chief concern is that building
tion as a co Os state of one of the qublls will Ammeame)y major implications for data security. remains
using the binary system. yield information about the state of the Current methods to secure data involve and complex. Keeping many qubits stable
antum computers rely on quantum other. Say you have a pair of gloves. Each locking the data and hiding the key in the s also difficult because of error rates and
bits, or qubits, to perform computations. glove is put in a separate box and sent to solution of a difficult (when a qubit loses
Unlike classical bits, qubl!s can exist in different locations, and you don’t know problem. superposition because of noise from its
\‘he sl‘ales o lorina e that's partly O which box has which. But once a box is -number factorisation is one such ings). The problems for which
‘State” reters to all the opened to reveal the left gk.we. you problem and cla: omputers require we really computers — like
pmslble u:ue, the qubit can instantly know the other box has the right enor s amounts of resources to solve Ting new drugs or crackis
The ability of qubits to be in two states glove. it But uslng Shot ‘s algorithm, a quantum miysteries in astronomy — also require
is known as superpasition. It’s one of two The berween id quickly get the key and millions of gubits.
fundamental principles that animate qubits speeds up computations that open the Io-:ks All said, their potential to be useful is
quantum computers. ln:agtne a spinning far longer with classical ‘The state of quantum compu!lng has dlear. This is why India launched the
coin: v.mle it's spinning, it can be both computers. come a long way since. In 2019, National Q.\znn.lm Mission in 2023. The
heads and it Isn (3 unul the coin S and are 1BM unveiled the rld 's first vernmment has s 26,000 crore for
wﬂam that you can see which it is. A © nd the mission to be spem over eight years,
qubit is like a spinning A.Oll'l that holds central to the potential that quantum computer, Q System One. Circuit-based among other things to develop quantum
both values simultaneous] computers have to offer. designs are believed to be the most computers.
When a qubit is measuled it collapses. wersatile for general quantum-computing Tejasri Gururaj is a freelance science writer
one of the values, O or 1. This means How far have Q System One uses circults and journalist with a master's degree in
v.ﬁnea classical bit holds one unit me? composed ofquanl'um gates that physics
and State mbly elections many of >
Why are activists o sin S S o iy menonedin T o
the Conduct of Election Rules, instead,
they are mentioned in the handbooks and -

EC’s election rule amendment?

How has the Election Cq IS

its ision to limit access to

The story so far:
he Centre on December 20
amended the Conduct of
Election Rules to restrict access
for the public to a section of
poll ents. This was done by the
Union Law Ministry following a
recommendation from the Election
Commission (EC). While the EC said the
amendment aims to restrict access to
electronic data, the Oppaosition

to information and electoral freedom.
What is the Conduct of Election
Rules?

The Conduct of Election Rules,1961, s a
set of rules which provide for provisions
©on how to conduct the elections as per
the Representation of People Act.

What is the amendmen
This amendment was brought Into effect

< D )

through a notification issued by the

Election mues had earlier stated that “all
ulher relating to the election shall
open o puhllc inspection” but after

the amendment, it reads, “all other
papers as specified in these rules relating
to the election shall be open to public
inspection.”

Why has the amendment been
brought in now?
The move £

considering the serlous issue of violation
of secrecy of vote and potential misuse of
OCTV footage of inside the polling station
using artificial intelligence by a single
person, the rule has bee;

argies that sharing of CCTV roou,!,q
may have serious repercussions,
especially in sensitive areas where secrecy
Is important. All election pa
documents are otherwise availsble for
public inspection.”

manuals published by the Election
Commission from time to time™.

He said that given the controversy
abour voter turnout in recent Lok Sabha
and Assembly polls, access o the
Presiding Officers” diaries which contain
detailed data about voter turnout
number of tokens they distribute to voters

filed by various election officials™
w'hu does the O

say?
claimed that a change in
Tt regardlnglhe conduct of elections.

Why are the

a recent
to the EC by the Punjab and Haryana High
Court to share all documents related to

According to transparency activist Anjali
Bharadwaj, Rule 93 is akin to the Right to
Act as far sre

the Haryana election.

treating CCTV footage also as permissible
under Rule 93(2) of the Conduct of

Elect

concerned and, any change huri
hicms it v Ko alont the process.
Director

es, to
Pracha.

According to a senior official of the EC,
“The rule mentioned election papers. The
election papers and documents does not
specifically refer 1o electronic records. In
order to remove this ambiguity and

Commonwealth Human Rights ln!llan\v
explained further that “upon initial

rapidly emdlng integrity of the leciiral
process managed by th
e Comgreas mgved the :uplelne
Court against the amendments
Tues
Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge
e exid fewas pars of a “yeemarlc

integrity of the EC™, Yvhiie the Samajwadi

examination. the amendment appears t | Party and the Left parties accused the EC
be aimed at multi-party

right to access a large number of by taking “unilateral decisions without
documents created during Parliamentary ulting all political parties.

The Centre amended the
Conduct of Election Rules on
December 20 to restrict public

from the Election Comemission.

The amendment has sparked

controversy, with the

Cppesition and transparency

actwists sccusing the EC of
decenicing teamsparency; the

right to lnformation, and

electoral freecos

Amx



What is quantum computing?

What are qubits and how do they work in quantum computing? How does a quantum computer solve problems faster than

classical computers in specific tasks? Which challenges remain in building practical and scalable quantum computers?

EXPLAINER

Tejasri Gururaj

The story so far:
uantum computers are the talk
of computer town. Their
potential to solve complex
problems much faster than
class] omputers is an intriguing
proposition that stands to transform
several industries. A quantum computer
is based on the principles of quantum
mechanics, an area of physics that deals
with the smallest particles in the universe.
In 1982, Richard Feynman proposed the
idea of developing a computer that could
simulate both quantum and classical
physics but researchers realised classical
computers, the computers of today,
would struggle with the complexity of
quantum systems. Thus the idea of a
quantum computer was born.

What are the basics of quantum
computing?

Classical computers work on the
principles of classical physics. Their
fundamental computing unit is the bit.
Each bit represents one piece of
information with two possible values, O
or 1. It’s possible to represent all types of
information as a combination of Os and 1s
using the binary system.

Quantum computers rely on quantum
bits, or qubits, to perform computations.
Unlike classical bits, qubits can exist in
the states O, 1 or in a state that’s partly O
and partly 1. ‘State’ refers to all the
possible values the qubit can have.

The ability of qubits to be in two states
is known as superposition. It’s one of two
fundamental principles that animate
quantum computers. Imagine a spinning
coin: while it’s spinning, it can be both
heads or tails, and it isn’t until the coin
collapses that you can see which it is. A
qubit is like a spinning coin that holds
both values simultaneously.

When a qubit is measured, it collapses
to one of the values, O or 1. This means
while a classical bit holds one unit of

Breaking boundaries: In 2019, IBM unveiled the world’s first circuit-based commercial quantum
computer, Q System One. IBM RESEARCH

information, a qubit can hold two.
Because of this, quantum computers can
perform multiple computations
simultaneously, with the measurement
revealing one of the possible outcomes of
the computations.

The second fundamental principle
upon which quantum computers are
based is called entanglement. This
phenomenon allows qubits to be
intrinsically linked no matter how far
apart they physically are. Measuring the
state of one of the qubits will immediately
yield information about the state of the
other. Say you have a pair of gloves. Each
glove is put in a separate box and sent to
different locations, and you don’t know
which box has which. But once a box is
opened to reveal the left glove, you
instantly know the other box has the right
glove.

The instantaneous correlation between
qubits speeds up computations that
would take far longer with classical
computers.

Superposition and entanglement are
exclusive to quantum mechanics and
central to the potential that quantum
computers have to offer.

How far have quantum computers
come?

Quantum computers are technologically
superior but this doesn’t automatically
mean they will be better than classical
computers at all tasks. Over the years,
experts have developed specific tasks that
prove quantum computers are capable of
greater feats.

In 1994, Bell Labs computer scientist
Peter Shor created the Shor’s algorithm. It
could find the factors of large numbers in
moments rather than the millions of years
required by classical computers. This has
major implications for data security.
Current methods to secure data involve
locking the data and hiding the key in the
solution of a difficult mathematical
problem.

Large-number factorisation is one such
problem and classical computers require
enormous amounts of resources to solve
it. But using Shor’s algorithm, a quantum
computer could quickly get the key and
open the locks.

The state of quantum computing has
come a long way since. In 2019, for
example, IBM unveiled the world’s first
circuit-based commercial quantum
computer, Q System One. Circuit-based
designs are believed to be the most
versatile for general quantum-computing
applications. Q System One uses circuits
composed of quantum gates that

manipulate qubits, analogous to how
classical computers use logic gates.

In the same year, researchers at Google
reported in a paper in Nature that their
53-qubit ‘Sycamore’ processor had
achieved quantum supremacy: when it
can solve a problem that would take
classical computers an unreasonable
amount of time. The paper claimed
Sycamore completed a task in 200
seconds that would have taken a
supercomputer 10,000 years.

Earlier this month, Google unveiled a
quantum chip called Willow, purportedly
the world’s first quantum processor in
which error-corrected qubits improve as
they scale. Quantum states are easily
prone to errors due to interactions with
the environment, so quantum computers
need error correction to hold information
long enough to perform useful
calculations with them.

Willow, Google has said, can finish a
standard test in five minutes whereas the
same calculation could take today’s best
supercomputers 10 trillion trillion years.

What are the present limitations?
The advancements are flying thick and
fast but there are still many significant
challenges to overcome before quantum
computers can become commonplace.

The chief concern is that building
quantum computers remains expensive
and complex. Keeping many qubits stable
is also difficult because of error rates and
decoherence (when a qubit loses
superposition because of noise from its
surroundings). The problems for which
we really need quantum computers — like
discovering new drugs or cracking
mysteries in astronomy — also require
millions of qubits.

All said, their potential to be useful is
clear. This is why India launched the
National Quantum Mission in 2023. The
government has set aside 6,000 crore for
the mission to be spent over eight years,
among other things to develop quantum
computers.

Tejasri Gururaj is a freelance science writer
and journalist with a master’s degree in
physics

THE GIST

v

Quantum computers rely on
two key principles of quantum
mechanics: superposition,
where qubits can exist in
multiple states, and
entanglement, where qubits
are linked, allowing them to
share information instantly.

v

Key milestones include Shor’s
algorithm, Google’s Sycamore
achieving quantum supremacy,
and recent advancements such
as the quantum chip Willow
improving error correction.

b,

High costs, keeping qubits
stable, and the need for
large-scale qubits remain
significant challenges, but
initiatives like India’s National
Quantum Mission signal strong
efforts to unlock their
potential.



e Basics of Quantum Computing

* Definition: Quantum computers utilize quantum mechanics principles to perform complex
computations faster than classical computers.

- FAICH HYT FAICH JMFADT & ATl &l 3YIRT Fd & difeh Fell[@ehel Hege
ﬁmﬁaﬁﬂwéﬁr@aWWI

* Qubits: The basic unit of information in quantum computers, unlike bits in classical computers.

+ Felliehel oYU & fded & faudid, FdicH gl H STy H HoT 5
"Ffoca” gt gl

* A qubit can exist in a state of 0, 1, or both (superposition), enabling parallel computations.

+ T Fge 0, 1, I a1 EAfaT (GmUIfSeeT) & I Fohdl &, Sl TATAR
IOTATT T TETH FATT |




Core Principles

Superposition: Qubits can hold multiple states simultaneously, enhancing
computational power.

« RUITSET: Fgfaeq vh a1y Hg AfTAT gRoT X Fevd 8, FEA A0TACHSD &THT
e g

Entanglement: Enables qubits to share information instantly, no matter the

distance.

o TeTTerde: FfaeH & gl S Warg U §a1 U Sl AIST el $T 3fefATd &l ol




Advancements in Quantum Computing

Quantum Supremacy: Google’s Sycamore processor solved a task in 200 seconds,
which classical computers would take 10,000 years to complete.

« TS & WIHAR W{E & 200 Hehs H Teh wry G fohdl, STH Follflehel SHegedt i
10,000 @ETel oFaTd|

Shor's Algorithm: Demonstrates the ability to factorize large numbers, a critical task

for cryptography.

o I T ToIMRGH: I3 37hl T thareSoield Hlal ST &THAT Jeidd dl &, St fheeiamhr &
foT #Agcayqol &



Limitations

Error Rates: Qubits are sensitive

to environmental interactions, [REICKASKC2IELICEIECIREEIC IR R ECORIC RIS
requiring error correction for SOy g 9RUmAT & o 31% JuR $T 3TaIHar grar gl

accurate results.

Decoherence: Quantum states & AFRIT: FaicH TAALT STed) ase & oiar & forad feuwar

decay quickly, making stability a At
significant challenge. Th S5t 5 e STl &




Future Potential and Initiatives

Indian Quantum Mission:
Launched in 2023 with a budget
of 6,000 crore to explore
guantum technologies.

Applications: Could
revolutionize fields like
cryptography, material science,
and artificial intelligence.

o IO FdleH TAAT: 2023 H 6,000 HUS & Folc &

ATY FATCH deheilehl T IdT M & fAT Y& foham |

o 3TN foheciamdy, |He faeiel 3R HEA gefeHaT
éma%a’rﬁraﬂﬁrm gohdT gl




Classical Computer (FAT&®e

Aspect (9g) Quantum Computer (FEieH HLR) PYR)
Basic Unit of Information Qubit (@gfde) - Can represent 0, 1, or Bit (f§2) - Can only represent 0 or
(STHSRI B 77 F6TE) both (superposition). 1.
Information Storage Uses quantum states like Stores data in binary format (Os
(STH®BRY BT HSRT) superposition and entanglement for and 1s).
data storage.
Computational Power Can perform multiple calculations Performs one calculation at a time
(VAT §HdT) simultaneously (parallel processing). (sequential processing).
Speed (7fd) Exceptionally faster for certain tasks Slower in comparison for the same
like cryptography and simulations. tasks.
Energy Consumption Potentially lower energy Higher energy consumption due
(St @ud) consumption due to quantum states. to classical circuits.
Error Rate (‘gﬁa'\') Sensitive to environmental noise; More stable with lower error rates.

requires error correction

mechanisms.

Data Handling (3¢ W&u) Can process complex and large Limited by binary logic and linear
datasets effectively. processing.

Applications (3139’&11'[) Suitable for cryptography, material Used in day-to-day applications
science, artificial intelligence, etc. like word processing, browsing,

gaming.

Development Stage Still in experimental and research Fully developed and widely used

(ferepT_a =RwT) phase. globally.

Cost (¢IT1d) Extremely expensive to build and Relatively inexpensive and

maintain. N accessible.
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Army vehicle
falls into gorge
in Poonch, five
soldiers killed

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU_ DECEMBER 24

FIVE SOLDIERS were killed and
several injured when an Army
wehicle skidded off the road and
rolled down a neasty 350-foot

Jammsra and Kashens on Tuesday
Confirming the deaths.
Nagrota-based White Knight
Corps said in 2 post on X: ~All
ranks of #
tend their deey
on the tragic loss of five brave
soldiers in a vehicle accident

during operational duty in the
Pronch sectos a-
tions are ongoing. and the in-

jured personnel are receiving

medscal car
Adefence crsom
the cause of the accsdent was be-

€02 forward post in

S DELHE JAIFPUN, ROLRATA, L 5

Thelndian EXPRESS

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1832

By ORDERINLOTTERY KING SANTIAGO MARTIN CASE

J 5 SCred line for ED: Can’t copy. access

CPUNE.

¥7.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR, 115

content from laptop, mobile phones

Protect fundamental right to privacy, petitioners pleaded

SARN
NEW DELHI, DECE M

R24

HEA SICNECAT order that
peoenpt a rethink by probe

of citizens for alleged crimes the

oo
the & Enforcement Dirsctoraee
(ED)

ED
Martin's premises in Nov

i g s
seized during searches con-
duscted on “lotery king Santago
Martn b

The searches were con-
ducted by the ED in 22 places in

ees in November.

six stas a
by Meghalaya Police. which al-

NITIAAYOG INVITES ECONOMISTS

Ahead of Budget,
PM calls for deeper
and bolder reforms
for higher growth

Economists say cut I-T rates to boost
demand, incentivise hiring of women

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Finance Minister Nirmala

Tuesday. #11

further impeding world trade
and nflatica.

~One25-ton vebscie. partof a
convoy of six vehictes, while
movi

NEW DELHI. DECEMBER 24

WITHJUST OVER a month left
for Union Budget 2025-

Pricre Ministes rarendta Modi
told economists Tuesday that

India’s GDP rose by 5.4% in

corsumption het the econcersy.
Sources said the ideas put

Seged that Future Gaming and
Hotel Services Private Limited
had “illegally” captured the lot-
tery business in the state. The
seasches delded Rs 12.41
croee in cast

Santiago Mastin's company
Future Gaming was the single
Lagest donor of electoral boads,

Rs

Raving purchuased
0 bonds between 2019 nd 2014
3 donated acrass party lines —
Trinamool Congress was its
RS 542 crove.

DMK came a close secand
S03 crore. YSR Congress
conT 2

Police notice to Kerala
journalist for phone over
report triggers a furore

SHAIU PHILIP
THERUVANANTHAPURAM.
ECEMBER 24

A JOURNALIST in Kerala has been
sent a notice by police demand-
ing that he produce his mobile

Woetang Journalists (KUWJ) on
Tuesday to take out protest
marches to the offices of the

wWww.s

Mero Shyam kantha
parey...
—

Shyam Benégal
2

19354

024

Malsyalam daily Madhyamarn,
o daca

INE0 2 News report that e wrote.

he Kerala Unson of

of job applicants af the state
conTl

FAREWELL TO THE MASTER

-to veteran filmmaker S|
Park C

hyam
in Mumbai

Laptop manufacturing: Import nods
likely to be linked to local capacity

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI.DECEMBER 24

reacthes a crstical threshold.
The Strategy. a source said.
misrors the approach that swe-
cesstully attracted mnvestent in
the

TOREDUCE impoet

where the

fence.” the defence spokesper-  deeper reforms were reguired  forward by the
o S3id in 3 STAtemEnt A fer-  f0¢ the econcemy to g0 er.  ranged from Land and Lbous re-
ez b e takireg the iead i

ruled out after confieming from  Niti Aayog. the Prime Minister  easing regulations that are a coe

Zround sousces. Own post ap-

stressed on the need to undes-
Take new bold reforms and

proximately 130 metres from the
nciders vt o

invited rom the

Straining factor for

ing of Lapeops and other IT hard-
ware items, the Union govern-
ment may Unk impore

porarily eased import restr
toas

to investing in India through
“brownfieid or greenfield peoj-
oot for manutacturing tyres

within the restricted Category”™.
‘As 2 resulr global tyre manc-
facturers such as Bridgestone.
NMachelin 2d Goodyear pledged
worth over Rs 1,100

eyve
contingens on establishing iocal

sources said.

um.m.tm

also
spoke on the pace of fiscal con-

ity
Iridtian Express has beon
The

On November 4. a soldier
died and an

gorge in Rajouri’s Kalakorte area.

amid slowing of economic
Srowth. tepid urben cons

per-
Orme-Lax rates. and Lo
incentives for companies em-

S Thee thocas of high Cariffs

P! e
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cre
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tn 2020, the import of New
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croce i india.

India’s commitment
to the WTO

The use of import permis-

0 promote domestic fran-

ufacturing in ~Strategic sectoes™

arises as India cannot increase

2
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in India

As Biden makes way for Trump, Jaishankar
goes to US for talks on deepening relations

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHIL DECEMBER 24

BN WHAT s expected to be the

Jaishaniar will Start his engage-
ments by meeting the outgong
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Bhalla is Governor
of Manipur, Arif
Khan goes to Bihar

Former Army Chief Gen V KSingh
appointed Mizoram Governor

EEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 24
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Cong’s dissent on NHRC chief pick:
‘Ignored consensus, balance of caste’
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Aspect
Full Name
Birth
Death
Education

Political Ideology

Major Positions
Held

Political

Achievements

Details

Atal Bihari Vajpayee

25 December 1924, Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh

16 August 2018, New Delhi

M.A. in Political Science, Victoria College (now Laxmi Bai College), Kanpur

Associated with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)

- 10th Prime Minister of India (1996, 1998-2004)

- Minister of External Affairs (1977-1979)
- Member of Parliament for over 5 decades

- First non-Congress PM to complete a full term (1999-2004).




Pokhran-Il (1998)

Economic Reforms

Kargil War (1999)

Lahore Summit
(1999)

Golden
Quadrilateral

Operation Vijay

Poet and Orator

Awards

Personal Life

Legacy

Nicknames

- Played a key role in transforming BJP into a major national political party.
Conducted India's second nuclear tests, marking India as a nuclear power.

- Introduced National Highways Development Project (NHDP) and Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY).

- Emphasized privatization and liberalization.
Successfully led India during the Kargil War against Pakistan.

Initiated peace talks with Pakistan; traveled via bus to Lahore.

Visionary infrastructure project connecting major cities through highways.

Military response to the Kargil conflict, resulting in India’s victory.

Renowned for his poetry and impactful speeches in Parliament and public forums.
- Bharat Ratna (2015)

- Padma Vibhushan (1992)

- Best Parliamentarian Award (1994)

Lifelong bachelor, dedicated to public service; fond of poetry and literature.

Remembered for his statesmanship, economic vision, and efforts toward peace

and development.

"Ajatshatru” (man with no enemies), "Bhishma Pitamah of Indian Politics."




India’s pharmaceutical Market
for FY 2023-24 is Valued at
USD 50 Billion



India’s pharmaceutical market for FY 2023-24 is valued at USD 50 billion with
domestic consumption valued at USD 23.5 billion and export valued at USD

26.5 billion.

Pharmaceutical Sector of India

The Pharmaceutical industry in India is the third largest in the world in terms
of volume and 14th largest in terms of value




Major segments of industry include generic drugs, OTC medicines, bulk
drugs, vaccines, contract research & manufacturing, biosimilars and
biologics.

The Pharma sector currently contributes to around 1.72% of the country’s
GDP.

India is the 3rd largest producer of APl accounting for an 8% share of the
Global APl Industry.
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 Achievements of Pharmaceutical Sector of India

* India accounts for 60% of global vaccine production, contributing up
to 70% of the WHO demand for Diphtheria, Tetanus and Pertussis

(DPT) and Bacillus Calmette—Guérin (BCG) vaccines, and 90% of the
WHO demand for the measles vaccine.



* India supplies over 50% of Africa’s requirement for generics, ~40% of
generic demand in the US and ~25% of all medicine in the UK.

* The cumulative FDI equity inflow in the Drugs and Pharmaceuticals
industry is USS 22.52 billion during the period 2000-2024,
almost 3.4% of the total inflow received across sectors.



* The nation is the largest provider of generic medicines globally,
occupying a 20% share in global supply by volume, and is the leading
vaccine manufacturer globally.

* |ndia is known as the “pharmacy of the world” due to the low cost and high
quality of its medicines.



India’s Crude Oil Reserves



e According to a report by the Lok Sabha’s Standing Committee on petroleum and natural

gas India’s crude reserves are currently around 3.61 million tonnes, which is 67% of their
rated capacity.

* Key Highlights by the Committee:

* Maintaining Optimum Reserves: The Committee recommended the Ministry of

Petroleum and Natural Gas to maintain the optimum level of Indian Strategic Petroleum
Reserves.



* Budgeting: The government had allocated Rs 5,000 crore in the
budget estimates 2023-24 for filling up crude oil reserves.

* The Committee finds the capital expenditure of the Ministry and Oil PSUs in
the current financial year inadequate.

* |t recommended an increase in the allocation towards capital expenditure in
the next possible opportunity.



Crude Oil Imports by India

India’s reliance on imported crude oil climbed to
88.2% during the first six months of FY25, up from
87.6% in the same period of FY24.




* India is the world’s third largest crude oil importer.

* India’s main sources of crude oil imports are Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Russia,
United States and the United Arab Emirates.

Supplier Volume (mn Market share (%)
bpd)

Russia 1.79 38.1

Iraq 0.88 18.7

Saudi Arabia 0.62 13.2

UAE 043 92

US 0.22 4.7



* The top five oil-producing nations in 2024 were the United States,
Saudi Arabia, Russia, Canada, and China.

* The top oil-consuming countries in the world are the United States,
China, India, Russia and Saudi Arabia.






* India has sent a
humanitarian aid Eswatini
consignment of 1,000

metric tonnes to Lesotho South Africa

to assist with food

security and nutritional

needs. * Maseru
Ind
Oce

Lesotho



Geography :lt is a country in Southern Africa.

e It is a highland country with plateaus, hills, and
mountains. Its highest point is Thabana Ntlenyana at
3,482 meters.

The capital: Maseru



* History : Lesotho, initially inhabited by Khoisan hunter-gatherers, was
later settled by Bantu and Sotho-Tswana peoples.

* |n 1822, King Moshoeshoe | unified the region, which became a British
protectorate in 1843, known as Basutoland.

* Lesotho gained independence on October 4, 1966, with King Moshoeshoe Il
as its first sovereign.



e Society : The country is predominantly Christian (80%), with 20% following indigenous
beliefs.

 Economy : Lesotho’s economy is driven by industries such as food, textiles, handicrafts,
and subsistence farming



National Consumer Day &
Protection Laws



* On National Consumer Day 2024, the Union Minister will launch
several key initiatives aimed at enhancing consumer protection and
ensuring consumer rights.

* National Consumer Day

* In India, National Consumer Day is celebrated annually on December
24th to commemorate the enactment of the Consumer Protection
Act, 1986, (replaced by Consumer Protection Act 2019) which
received the assent of the President on this date.



* The 2024 National Consumer Day theme is “Virtual Hearings & Digital
Access to Consumer Justice,” reflecting the government’s focus on
improving consumer justice through digital platforms like e-filing and
virtual hearings.



Marburg Virus
Disease




 Rwanda has successfully managed its first-ever Marburg Virus Disease
(MVD) outbreak and officially declared it over.

 About

* The disease is named after Marburg, the German city where
scientists became ill with the disease’s first known cases in 1967,
while handling monkeys imported from Uganda.



It is a highly contagious virulent disease that causes

hemorrhagic fever, with a fatality ratio of up to 88%.

e |t is in the same family as the virus that causes Ebola virus disease and
they show similar symptoms.

Host and Spread: Marburg’s natural host is a fruit bat, but

it can also infect primates, pigs and other animals.




 Human outbreaks start after a person has contact with an infected animal.

* Symptoms: High fever, severe headache and severe malaise. Muscle
aches and pains are a common feature.

* Treatment: There are no vaccines and no proven treatment available
for Marburg virus disease



2024 - Guyana's The Order Of Excellence

V

2024 - Barbados's The Order of Freedom
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Kuwait's Highest Honour

The ORDER of
MUBARAK
AlKABEER

2024 - Nigeria's Grand Commander of the Order

2024 - Dominica’s Dominica Award of Honour

2024 - Russia's Order of St. Andrew the Apostle

i

2023 - Greece's Grand Cross of the Order of Honour

2023 - France's Grand Cross of the Legion

2023 - Egypt's Order of the Nile

¥

/i 2023 - Republic of Palau’s honour Ebakl Award

2023 - Papua New Guinea's the Order of Logohu

2023 - Fiji's prestigious Companion of the Order of Fiji

2021 - Bhutan's Order of the Druk Gyalpo

2020 - US Government's Legion of Merit

2019 - Bahrain's King Hamad Order of the Renaissance

2019 - Maldives' the Order of the Distinguished Rule of Nishan Izzuddin
2019 - United Arab Emirates' Order of Zayed Award

2018 - Palestine's the Grand Collar of the State of Palestine Award

| GLOBAL
| HONOURS

ONE MOMENT OF GLORY FOR
140 CRORE INDIANS!

2016 - Afghanistan's the State Order of Ghazi Amir Amanullah Khan

EENNBmil KERBOH

2016 - Saudi Arabia's Order of King Abdulaziz
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Thomas Edison, cited — THOMAS ——
in Various Biographies DISON
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* What is the primary focus of the Consumer Protection Act, 1986 and its
amendment in 20197 ‘
Sqaﬂ?-rr F&Tor AHfAfAaH, 1986 37X 2019 & TAMYUT FT AT 3oy
FdT 87

. g.;rl:romoting ethical advertising practices/ﬁﬁﬁ? AT U133t #r doldl
B. Enhancing digital consumer access / f8fored 3qsleFdr l=I3?-I' C ) daldl G
C. Ensuring consumer rights and justice / 3UHFAT JAAFRYT R a7 A
o
D. Reducing market monopolies / STAR THITYHRI P HH Hledl




e On which date is National Consumer Day observed in India?

HRT H USSR 3ueFar fgaw g ST AT ST &7

* A. December 20 / 20 fe e
B. December 22 / 22 feaey
C. December 24 / 24 feaey
D. December 26 / 26 feaex



* What was the theme of National Consumer Day 2024>

IS 3Usiierar feaw 2024 &1 fawg Far AT?

* A. Consumer Empowerment through E-Commerce / é-ﬁﬂ# &
ATETH & IUHFAT FATFARIOT

B. Virtual Hearings & Digital Access to Consumer Justice / 3THTHY
gaAars 3R mag’ﬁ-crr = d% f3feed ugg
C. Sustainable Consumerism / TITAT 3YMTFd@e

D. Strengthening Consumer Laws / 3STISFdT H-TI?-LFI’I' Y Holqd
CEIGLH



* What percentage of global vaccine
production is contributed by India?

afRger STl 3cIgeT H AR &l
JaTETeT fohdall Ifaerd g7

* A.50%
B. 60%
C. 70%
D. 80%




* Which disease is a significant focus of India's vaccine production,
contributing 90% to WHQO’s demand?
HRA & STl 3cUTeed &l AEYT €41 fohd AR WX g, S
SegUAT I HART I 90% R AT 57

* A. Measles / @30
B. Polio / Tifera

C. Diphtheria / [T
D. Malaria /




* What is the role of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve in India’s energy

securny?
I Foll GI&T H Efas dQfeas sr i a1 A

%’7
* A. Reducing energy imports / 3T 3TITd HFT hH HIATl
B. Ensuring fuel availability during crlseslm & SR é‘iil?l' C )

3qerstdl giAREd HIT

C. Boosting tenewable energy projects / TR FaAT
TRAVAATINT Y TS@T AT

D. Both A and B/E’ 3 & g



* In whichagrear did Lesotho gain independence?

AT A TadAar fhd ayv yred §é’?

* A. 1956
B. 1960
C. 1966
D. 1970




* What is a qubit in the context of quantum computing?

FalcH eI & HGH H FIEC FAT §7?
* A. A basic unit of classical computmg/ﬂﬁﬂ' #‘EI%T $Y Hel Sﬂ?lé'

B. A unit of quantum information that can exist in multlple states

S|multa%r_1eously/?=l-ﬂ'l'c',1=l' ST T SH1S 3 THh 91T Hs Tafaay & @

C. A form of binary code / S8l FIS FT TH T
D. A special kind of storage device / fSRUT 39&IUT HT TH fAAV YFR



* Which principle does a quantum computer use to perform
computations faster than classical computers?
FATCH FY FAl Al FYE HI JelodT H doll F 0T
FeT F AT F RAUTd FT 3UIT Ham &7

 A. Classical mechanics / W@W HArfaea
B. Quantum mechanics / FdTeH ArfATa

C. Relativity theory/mﬁ?ﬂ Ch| m
D. Statistical probablllty/m AT AT




Word of the day

Proclivity:

a tendency to choose or do something regularly

SYNoNymSs: liking, bias, preference

Usa g€. She has a proclivity for solving puzzles.

Pronunciation: newsth. live/proclivitypro

International Phonetic
Alp habet: /praklviti/




Fun Fact



Myth 3: Objects float in space
because there’s no gravity.

* Truth: Objects float because they are in free fall,
constantly falling toward Earth (or another celestial

body) while moving forward, creating a state of
weightlessness.
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