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 Which state ranked first in fiscal health with an index score of 99.0?

- Bl W1 AT 99.0 F FIHMH FHR & Y AT FEreeg &
g AT 9T 81?2

* A. Maharashtra / AgRTSC
B. Odisha / 3TIf3erm
C. Chhattisgarh / SIT9TG
D. Goa / a1idT



* Which states were the worst-performing in fiscal health due to high
fiscal deficits?

e i T ST 3=7 TTHNT g1 & FROT QAT TaeeT 7 g93
TGO Y& i drek A2

* A. Maharashtra, Telangana, Karnataka / #gIRTSC, ﬁ'GI'JHT-IT ellch

B. Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Kerala / 9119, 31T Yeqr,
qf¥as T, A

C. Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana/ﬂTvR'IT-l' TSTEATT, giImon

D. Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh /Hﬁ?ﬁﬂ? 3T 9,
TqET gear



 What is the primary reason for poor fiscal health in Kerala and Punjab?
- 3T IR o9 A WU AT Ty F T A& FROT 4T 87
* A. High industrial growth / 3T Eﬁ?\'ﬂ’lﬁﬂ? ﬁa»'m

B. Low expenditure quality and weak debt sustainability / fH <IT
IoTeadT AR FAAR HOT AT

C High foreign direct investment (FDI) / 3= faceit gcaar faaer
(FDI)

D. Surplus budget management / 3T Folc T



 What did the study on 10,475 adolescents in India and the U.S. reveal?

- IR 3 IANFT & 10,475 FART W FT 3T 3reqqT T 4T
fasayY Aadr?

* A. Early smartphone use improves mental weII-being% QﬁBﬂ?ﬁ
3YYRT AAAS FERLT A U FHIcl

B. Mental well-being declines with earlier smartphone use / 9go
TATCHIA IUART § AWATAS FaeT # FRrae e 8

C. Smartphone use has no impact on mental health / TATECHIT IYIIT
BT :m#i%m ALY I L E GG E R EG

D. Mental well-being improves with social media engagement / |Ierel

Az 3@ § AwF FErer # gur g @



* Which significant constitutional ruling was reaffirmed in Puttaswamy
vs. Union of India (2017)?

+ JECRATHT ol HRA |9 (2017) & HiIT AT Agcayol gaurfas
froir goT: qive fRam amn?

 A. nght to Internet / 8T &1 AR
B. Fundamental Right to Privacy / MU« Adr &1 Hifes 3I0ER
C. Right to Equal Pay / HHT ddel &1 ATOFR
D. Right to Reservation / 3TY&TUT &T FTAHFR



 Which Indian company is constructing the world’s largest data center in
Jamnagar?

- FiT W HRAT FUell FATR # gAar F1 Fa@ 937 327 AN
T T8 87
* A. Infosys / SHITRAH
B. Wipro / fao o
C. Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) / R 331-_,@3' fafaes (RIL)
D. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) / €TeT T el gfaas (TCS)



 What is the estimated capacity of RIL’'s upcoming data center in
Jamnagar?

» AR A RILF AT ST X H ITATAT &THCAT FAT 872

* A. 500 megawatts
B. 1 gigawatt
C. 2 gigawatts
D. 3 gigawatts



 Why is January 21 celebrated as Statehood Day in Manipur, Tripura,
and Meghalaya?

- 21 S A AR, BT 3R Ay # Todcd Raw w4

HATIT SATAT 87
* A. It marks their merger with India in 1950 / 8§ 1950 H Rd #
3% T &Y gufar &

B. They were granted full statehood on this day in 1972 / 3+¢ 1972 H
59 e quf T 1 gt feam araw o

C. They became union territories on this day / 30 f&e @ e afAd
Yeu g &

D. They were declared special economic zones / 3%‘ v nfdes &
T foar rar ot



 What is the target set by India for Geographical Indication (Gl) Tags by

2030?
* 2030 dF R o fhaar AlMfas Tha (GI) &1 TIcd FIA &1
8T ™1 872

* A. 5,000
B. 7,500
C. 10,000
D. 15,000



 What is the “Digital Tree Aadhaar” initiative launched in Jammu &
Kashmir?

- FFH IR FEAR F & Fr 7 "Bfoee & 3R wwgd F4r 372

* A. A project to track and conserve Chinar trees / &R 98T &I §3~7

P AN GRS O B ARG
B. A mobile application for farmers / fhdAEN & [T T A«Sd

TiCedere ’
C. A digital mapping system for all trees / st ﬁ?:’r & QT =

fsfoee AN gomeh . 5
D. A blockchain-based land registry for forests / @ait & foIT scllehdel

3R i aefiehor
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TURNING OVER NEW LEAF

India’s ruural

reading rooms

as sppaces of
possibilities

Community libraries help children and
adults to read, develop skills, network

and foster community

Wt
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Use of nano-urea

What do Donald

- P

Tilak Varma guides

India home in thriller
against England

reduced grain yield,
says study

Trump’s early executive
orders signal?
NEWS » PAGES

FAQ » PAGE 5 SPORT » PAGE 13

President Droupads Murme on
Saturday praised the growing
parts n of women in

electorat system. » PAGE 4

BJP will not stop
welfare schemes
in Delhi: Shah

NEW DELIE
In rallies anead of Dethi

NEW DELEI
Palestine’s Acting Ambassador
%o Inca, Abed Elrazeg
Jazer, on Saturday urged India
%o play a vital role in Gaza
Strip’s reconstruction. ¥ the
ceasefire, which began on
January 13, cantinues to hold,
UN agencies are expected to
begin discussions on dearing
rubble and rebullding homes in
Gaza. » PAGE 5

India, Indonesia stress peace in ASEAN region

President Subianto invites Indian business

S to invest in ke

v infrastructure. and

ccts: he says, talks were “very intensive, ‘very frank’:

Indonesian govt. to send high-level defence delegation to India: prior to the statements. the two leaders led their delegations in an in-depth discussion at the Hyderabad House

NEW DELHI

ndia and indonesia

are co tted 1o
upholding peace, se-
‘curity and freedom of navi-
gation in the Southeast
‘Asian region. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said on

day.
He was speaking after
delegation-level talks led
by him and visiting Indo-
nesian President Prabowo
Subumo who is the chief
in this years Repu-

Blic * _Day celebrations, at

House here.

l\lL Sublanto said the
talks were “very intenstve
and very frank~. He de-
clared that bilateral pro-
jects would be expedited
by “cutting bureancracy ™.
indonesia would send a

high-level deence delega-
tion to. ,
Cidameata ts our Ampop
tan: parmer in the ASEAN
ndo-Pacific

international laws.” M.

then I President,
Sukarno, the c
Zuest Republic

at st
Day celebrations in 1950.

Thanks India’s support
He noted that his presence
at the Republic Day cele-
brasions on Sunday was a
continuation of the do

Close partmers: Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets Presicent
Prabows SUBLINTO In New Defi 0n SATUrday. SHIv KUMAR FUSHPARAR

bilateral ties between the

two sides.

He recollected  she sup-
exten

ed to Indonesta ln resisting
the Dutch attempes at Teco-

f the Second
“History tells

nd
vorid War.

us that Indla was one of the

aid, medical aid i our
e for

indian government before
we were recognised by ma-
ny other countries. Indo-
nesia will never forget that
= .~ he

He mvited Indian
mn

donesia’s membership n

the BRICS grouping. Indo-

joined BRICS formal-
ly on January 7 lis year.

jor to the sta nts,

tha two leaders led thals

m

an in-depth discussion at
the H House
Where varions MoUs were
sealed covering sectors
such as health sector, cul-

policy level but also wants
to t Indian_hospital
{chains) to open hospitals
in Indonesia. They would
like to have their doctors
and get exposed to

Saxr aT: syemiu, s ver
dergo internships, to train

nts and technicians,™
sald Mr. Mazumdar. “The
President offered the en-
tire infrastructure sector of

Socer e omdin ot Your
enience,” sald Mr.
Sublan(o. welcoming In-
ness groups to en-

Bage L st
Mr. Subianto linked In-
dia’s current

ture,
maritime safety and secur-

of South-South coopera-
tion with the India-Indone-
sia

Even now the of

ing the
1955

ew Del

of
is on a land donated by the

N.
i s recent support for In-

open to indian

Dufsctmring  and supply
<chain, marked
“maritime securuy e

context.
~Indonesia is not only
keen to at the

security,
and de-radicalisation,” as
areas of mutual

Ceremonial retreat

Show of stren,

gt Border Security Force and Pakistan Rangers personns curing.
Republic Day at the Attari-Wagah border in Amritsar dstrict of Punjab on Saturday.

the Beating Retreat ceremoery on the eve of the T6th

26/11 terror accused Tahawwur
Rana to be extradited to India

WASHINGTON

'rhe United States Supreme

has turn, lown
review pethioa by terror
accused Tahawwur Rana,

dismissing his last legal
challenge against his extra-
dition to India In connec-
tion with the 2008 Mumbai
atzacks.

“Petition DENIED,” the
Supreme Court said in its
order delivered on January
21, a day after Donald
Trump was sworn in as the
U.S. President.

courts, including the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the
e

=

Tahaweaur Rans.

North Circuirt in San Fran-
cisco.

lower court’s

Currently detained at
the Metropolitan Deten-
tion Center In Los Angeles,
he is known to be assoclat
ed with Pakistani-Ameri-
can terrorist David Cole-
ley, one of the

main conspirators of the
26/11 Mumbai attacks that
killed 1

writ
denied. U.S. Solicitor-Gen-
eral Elizabeth B. Prelogar
said Mr. Rana was

il
of Appeals for the Ninth
p=

. Mr. Rana argued

Jwas eried and ac-
qulned in fede:

e Norehern Districe of 1.
nols (Chicago) on charpes
relating to the 2008 terro-
et attac 10 Mix

e government does
st ot il 8 i
conduct on which India
seeks was co-

Pete Hegseth

WASHINGTON

The Senate confirmed Pete
Hegseth as the US. De-
fence Secretary in a dra-

atic vote late

‘Simultaneous polls will
prevent policy paralysis’

NEW DELHI

The proposal to synchro-
nise election schedules in

“redefine” the terms of
good rnance, Presi-
dent Dvoupadi S aatd

vhile ad-

d:essmg s :'unon on the
the

nation on the eve of

“The “One Nation One
Election’ plan can promote
consistency in governance.
prevent policy paralysis.

e
placement of the British-
era criminal laws

three new modern laws.

New criminal laws

“The President said that the
dec to replace the In-
dian Penal Code, the Code

sident the
Re;-unuc Dary 2025 in New Dethi on Saturda;

. ava

Former CJI among seven
Padma Vibhushan awardees

NEW DELEHI

Former CJl Jagdish Singh
Khehar, known for his

Gastroenterologist D.

Nageshwar Reddy, dancer
Kumudini Lakhia, late
writer M.T. V:
Nair and violinist L.
Subramaniam were
among the seven winners.

FuLL REPORT
» PAGES

require an audacity of vi-

under-
the ortance of
inclustve Erowth and the

She mentioned various

and

fhe Indian Evidence Act
with the Bharatiya Nyaya
hita, the Na-

m.
Friday, despite serious
abou

t his qualifi-

vered by the government’s
prosecution i this

fal rmation in an ap-
plication to formally open
a branch office of the Im-
migration Law Center sub-
mitted to the Reserve Bank
of India;” the U.S. Solicitor
General had said.

cations and allegations of
misconduct.
led Se-

garik Suraksha Sanhita and
the Bharatiya Sakshya Ad-
hiniyam, which are based
on Indian traditions of ju-

-

nate was determined to

Hegseth. a
host

FuULL mEPORT
» PAGE 12

most

noteworthy eﬂ'orl.
he

forms of such magnitude

Thent to welfare by ensur-
ing basic necessities like
housing access to
clean drinking water. She
also pointed to the persis-
tently hi economic
growth rate In recent years
that has generated job op-

a2
President's speech

dwelt upon various issues:
from the steps taken to
achieve financial inclusion.
n finan-

L Ia-
boure:

Efforts to support mas-
minalised  communities,

(ST). and Other Backward
s (OBC), were also
highlighted in her speech.

ol !ransacllons spornng
achievements and gian
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942 police personnel

to get gallantry and
service medals

NEW DELHI

A toral of 542 personnel
from the police. Fice Ser-

. Home
vﬂ Defence (HO&CD), nd
Services

day, the eve of Republic
According to a govern-
ment statement, 28 of the

east and 36 from other re-
glons have been named.

Of the 101 Presidents
Medals for Distinguished
Service (PSM). 85 go to pol-
fce persoanel, five co Fire
Servic 0 HG&CD,
2nd four to Correctional
Services personnel

Among the 746 medals
for meritorious service
(MSM), 634 g0 to the police
service, 37 to Fire Services,
39 to HG&CD, and 36 to
Correctional Services, the
statement sasd.

Sixteen  Indo-Tibetan
Iorder Pollce (FTBEY pér-
sonnel. including Inspec-
2ot Ceneral Chay K

Humayun Shat was kified
Guring an encounter with
terrorsts in Kashmir.

have been named for me-
dals_

The Border Security
Force (BSF) gets 56 medals,
gxllmtxy me-

dals, o posthumous.

Head constable Girljesh

Kumar deey il get the
posthu-

sty o al:l.ng on insur-
gents in Tripura on August
19, 2022.
Fifteen officers of the
sax Police, Including form-
Kashmir Zone Inspec-
tor-General of Police Vijay

uring an encounter

puty spector e
eral sanjay Xumar Kothari

n
of south Kashmir in Sep-
tember 2023. .

Seven get Padma Vibhushan,
19 named for Padma Bhushan

23 of the 139 Padma awards announced on the eve of

lic Dayv

to women: Bibek Debroy.

Pankaj Udhas. Shekhar Kapur. PR Sreejesh. Anant Nag, Jatin Goswarni to get Padma Bhushan

NEW DELHI

ormer Chief Justice
s
dish Singh Khehar

ma e coun-
trys second highest civi-
lian award, as a
awards were ed

Nage: % k
dancer ' Kumuding  Rajni-
kant Lakhia, and violinist
L. Subramaniam re
among the Vib-

winners. Iconic
writer ALT. Vasudevan

Nair, Japan’s Suzuki Motor
leader Osamu Suzuki, and
Bhojpuri and Maithili sin-
ger sinha  have
been named for

Distinguished service
The Padma swiards celebrate the contribution of sstwarts
Betow a

various fieids. bhushan winners:

Two Kirti Chakras, 14
Shaurya Chakras in
93 Gallantry Awards

NEW DELHI

for Padma
vi Rithambhara, who part-
cipated in the Babri Massid
demolition, has been
named for  Padma

Alay v. Bhart, creator of the
rversal Bus
it phyﬁ-:hx M.D. Seink.
vas; agriculture scientist
Surinder Kimer ~Vassk
uraman Pans

an, mmc:or of the U5, Na-
Foundations

1 Scie:
singer Arijit Singh; cricke:

Toeran

Economist Bibek De-

Ferals

tra Chief Minister Manohar
Joshi and former Bihar De-

Filmmaker Shekhar Kapur,
double Olympic bronze
medal-winning

player P.R. Sreejesh, actor
Anant Nag, Assam'’s folk

3
wami, and Indian-Ameri-
can engineer Vinod Dham,
widely known as the ~Fath-
er of the Pentium chip™,
are among those selected

Lakshminarayans ter R Astrwsin; and Libia
- Lobo Sardesai, who played
an role in Goa's
will
et P

l“ol' 2025 l.he President

has approved 139
a — seven Padma Vib-
hushan, 19 -
an and 113 Padma Shri
atin Gos-  a ney-three

awardees ar
the list includes 10 persons
from the category of fo-
reigners/NRI and 13 pos-
thumous awardees.

Union govt.
finally notifies
UPS for its
employees

NEW DELHI

¥Five months after the

The NPS, orl
vew Pension
Scheme, did not offer an
ass to govern-

Karnataka govt. to promulgate ordinance to
crack down on erring financial institutions

As microfinance institu-
ge

on erring I firms.
After anger
against forcible of
recovery by MFIs,
ar. S| a . who al-

senior officials, and repre-
sentatives of MFIs and said

drawn salary

the would regu-
late MFIs and prohibit
them from outsourcing

ployees, with a periodic
dearness relief hike.

for which goondas and
rowdies are hired to intimi-
date

. It
also ban recovery of loans
after S p.m.

ister Sk dicamalaby and Depiity Chief Minber
L

Karnatalka Chief
DX Shivakumar at  mecting in

“There are many uni
gistered finance
new Law will

red

tions. We are banning -
nancial companies from
o recovery
functions,” Mr Siddara-
maiah said
*Exorbitant interest”
The Chief Minister said the
Reserve B (RED
allowed MFIs to levy up to
I7.07% Interest. “But the

SARRPIEVENT

rates are exorbitant rang-
ing between 21% and 29%.
There &s no re

AL

out looking at repayment
capacity. The new law will
Tegulate

ings by familics, Mr, Stada-
ramaiah sa;

He said the ent
would not stop MFls from
lending and recovering

miliating them, he said,
warning  serict acﬂon
against firms

hous:.

locking uj
es of people for de.
repayment of loans.

Seven cases

booked
Mr. Siddaramalah said four
people who had borrow:

c in every
district for citizens to lodge
complaints against microfi-
nance sad.
pohce can initiate
action based on these com-
plaints.” Mr. Siddaramaiah

said.
Depuxy Chief Minister

The President of India and
c o

the Armed Forces, Droupa-
di Murmu, has approved
two Kirth Chakras, one of
them posthumous, and 14
Shaurya Chakras, three of

Police Forces (CAPF) on Sa-
tuday. the eve of the 76th
Republic Day. Eleven
awards are

Mo Dibwar Khan

village in Sopore district

The 93 awards include
tedals, with

Rhino: one for Op

car.

et mmplex, the officer es-

tablished me tnidal cor-
don,

termorists reraliated .und

everal attempts to

break the cordon through-

om night.
On April 26, 2024 at
530am., of the tesro-
rists entered the adjoining
orchard ing natural

fight and eliminated him,
the citation states, adding,

Major Manjit is recom:-
mended for the award of
Kirti Chakra™

Ambush in Kupwara
The other citation of Kirt
Chakra, for Naik Dilwar

< :!xles Ihxl he was

ush
Reras Jungtes ¢ ot Vo
ley. Kupwara districe on Ju-

observed
rorists, one at a very close
distance. “Sensing grave
threat from the closing-in
gerroriss so his team, show-

Law Mi-
mux Patil, Home M-
G

Reverie Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda, and top offi-
clals the meetil

Several MFIs  have
claimed that excessive bor-
rowings by families, diver-

for

ing

two for Opera-  personal safecy. Nalk il

tion Gurihajan: one for Op- ar Khan, under

eration afie heavy volme  of  fire
for O lunged ~

sance: one for Operation  rorist, engaging him in

one for Oper-  hand to-} combat,

ation Falcon: four for Oper-
ation CAS Evacuation: one
for 1S Duty: and 12 for mis-
The

family

brokers. The police have
been instructed to take up
cases without for

sal
A'helpline will be set up
in the offices of Deputy

58 Mentioned-in-Despatch-
inciude three to Indian
Alr_Force personnel for

o sadicon. the Presi-
dent_approved the Presi-

personnel.

The citas Major
Manjit details that on Apeil
25, 2024, he assiduously
traited ovement of

two foreign terrorists in a

him, firing at point blank
range before succumbing
to his wounds.
For displaying indor
ble courage. uster disre.
to persa fecy and
Eallantry of highest order,
recom-

It also a family
pension equivalent to 60%
of a government worker's

n payor n
to gratuity benefits at the
e of retireme:

to employees already co-

vered under the NPS who

~ the UPS option.

‘Those who do not opt for

the UPS features, will re-

it covered by (he NPS
their

pension
ol ‘e Moked w6 the nee
egg they build up over
their working years. For
those exercising the UPS
option, their retirement

wu.l consist of two

Court-appointed
panel applied for
FCRA of U.P. temple

Vijaita
NEW DELHI

A day after The Hindu re-

T cor-
puswith s employee coneri-

n and matching Un-
Son government
contribusion of 10% of bas-

ment contribution to sup-
port the UPS™ assured
payouts.

“The lemple used to be

managed by a family of

a As pes
cation, the temple receives
a lot of foreign

Vengaivayal residents stage

PUDUKKOTTAL

Residents of Vengatvayal in

onst or
the VCK in the

The protest was held to
condemn  the Crime
Branch-Crimi

and they also intend to re-
ceive donations

The temy
is lol:l(ed mn a legal
o Janata

1
tion Department (CB-CID)
for its status re n the
case of human faeces hav-
ing been found ina
lied water to

e

Par!y

in the State over the con-

trol of the temple’s affairs

and funds. The committee

includes the State govern-
r's nominees.

The (emple priests reit-
erated that they were not
consulted while applying
for the registration.

at in 2022.

The status report said
the accused were mem-
bers of the same
communicy.

i was put in
place. and no media per-
sonnel or outsiders were

smtry. A rioe con-

trol vehicle,

In dissent: Residents of Vengaivayal village STage a SAIN Protest on Saturday SPECIAL ARSANGEMENT

doned 2z a checkpolns

right to move out of the vil-
are in this

Auralitharan., in the village
at seven key locations.

“We are being framed”
~We have gathered on our
streets to protest. We are
being denled our basic

ing villagers. Among them
were North District secre-

tration at the Collectorate,

sit-in amid curbs

protest near the Collecto-
rate. reafter, 28 per-
sons, including VCK State
vice-Secretary T. Kalaimu-

village. They
duled Caste
the village requlred egal
assistance. . the
Pollca Genied them per:

mission and asked them to
approach the Collector
inste:

tivity of the issue, the go-
vernment should order a
ﬁexh In\'e

In Tiruchi, lnk Sabha
member Dural valko ex-
in the

a
ton, and then staged a
i

pre:
cs-an's tnw_mgnn

Amx




Seven get Padma Vibhushan,
19 named for Padma Bhushan

23 of the 139 Padma awards announced on the eve of Republic Day go to women; Bibek Debroy,

Pankaj Udhas, Shekhar Kapur, PR. Sreejesh, Anant Nag, Jatin Goswami to get Padma Bhushan

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ormer Chief Justice
F of India Justice Jag-
dish Singh Khehar
(retired), who gave a dis-
senting opinion in the Su-
preme Court Bench that
outlawed triple talaq in
2017, was selected for Pad-
ma Vibhushan, the coun-
try’s second highest civi-
lian award, as the Padma
awards were announced
on Saturday, the eve of Re-
public Day.
Gastroenterologist D.
Nageshwar Reddy, Kathak
dancer Kumudini Rajni-
kant Lakhia, and violinist
L. Subramaniam were
among the Padma Vib-
hushan winners. Iconic
writer M.T. Vasudevan
Nair, Japan’s Suzuki Motor
leader Osamu Suzuki, and
Bhojpuri and Maithili sin-
ger Sharda Sinha have
been named for Padma
Vibhushan posthumously.
Economist Bibek De-
broy, ghazal singer Pankaj
Udhas, former Maharash-
tra Chief Minister Manohar
Joshi and former Bihar De-
puty Chief Minister Sushil
Kumar Modi have been
named for the Padma

Distinguished service

The Padma awards celebrate the contribution of stalwarts in
various fields. Below are the Padma Vibhushan winners:

/

=Y
5

Duvvur P
Nageshwar Reddy Justice J.S. Khehar | Kumudini

Field: Medicine | (retd.) Rajnikant Lakhia
State: Public Affairs Art

Telangana Chandigarh Gujarat

Lakshminarayana

Osamu Suzuki

Subramaniam (Posthumous)
Art Trade
Karnataka Country: Japan

M.T. Vasudevan
Nair (Posthumous)

Literature

Kerala

& 14 7 shardaSinha
N . (Posthumous)

X

§ Art
| Bihar

Bhushan posthumously.
Filmmaker Shekhar Kapur,
double Olympic bronze
medal-winning  hockey
player P.R. Sreejesh, actor
Anant Nag, Assam’s folk

culture exponent Jatin Gos-
wami, and Indian-Ameri-
can engineer Vinod Dham,
widely known as the “Fath-
er of the Pentium chip”,
are among those selected

for Padma Bhushan. Sadh-
vi Rithambhara, who parti-
cipated in the Babri Masjid
demolition, has been
named for Padma
Bhushan.

Pawan Kumar Goenka,
Chairman of the Indian Na-
tional Space Promotion
and Authorisation Centre;
malaria researcher Chetan
Chitnis; Ashutosh Sharma,
President of the Indian Na-
tional Science Academy;
Ajay V. Bhatt, creator of the
Universal Service Bus
(USBY); physicist M.D. Srini-
vas; agriculture scientist
Surinder Kumar Vasal;
Sethuraman Panchanath-
an, Director of the U.S. Na-
tional Science Foundation;
singer Arijit Singh; cricke-
ter R. Ashwin; and Libia
Lobo Sardesai, who played
an important role in Goa's
freedom movement; will
get Padma Shri.

For 2025, the President
has approved 139 Padma
awards — seven Padma Vib-
hushan, 19 Padma Bhush-
an and 113 Padma Shri
awards. Twenty-three
awardees are women and
the list includes 10 persons
from the category of fo-
reigners/NRI and 13 pos-
thumous awardees.




* Overview of Padma Awards 2025 (9¢H YIFHR 2025 T qcllehel)
* Total Awards (el IIEFPR): 139

* Padma Vibhushan (9¢H ﬁ'ﬂiﬂl'UT): / recipients

* Padma Bhushan (9¢H 3[9UT): 19 recipients

* Padma Shri (9gH #M): 113 recipients

 Women Awardees (HfgeT WEPR fastarn): 23

» Foreign/NRI Recipients (fagefl/Ta33ms greadsdr): 10

» Posthumous Awards (AU ERR): 13



* Padma Vibhushan Awardees (9¢H ﬁ'ﬂ;‘l‘UT fasian)

. J.S. Khehar (Retd.) / S.TH. @& (Qarfeigd) (Public Affairs / dlld #dT)
D. Nageshwar Reddy / 3I. sTRIRaY 353! (Medicine / Rxf¥ea)
Kumudini Lakhia / iﬂlﬁﬁ’f 1 @aT (Art / FelT)
Lakshminarayana Subramaniam / T&HIARIIOT FFHAOIH (Art / hell)
M.T. Vasudevan Nair (Posthumous) / T#H.2I. a@&?r ATIY (FAIONURT)

Literature / ATfgcy) .
% Osamu Suzuki (Posthumous) / 38T g\—{ﬁ‘r (Wﬂ'FITIT-l’) (Trade / <ITUIR)

Sharda Sinha (Posthumous) / 2TRET Tawal (FAXONIRTA) (Art / Fell)



* Padma Bhushan Awardees (9¢#H 30T ICEGL)]

Bibek Debroy / ﬁﬁﬂ? SR (Economist / 3T€i'QITF=fI')

Pankaj Udhas / 9ol 3YTH (Ghazal Singer / ITSTel IMTAh)

Shekhar Kapur / 2I@T &YX (Filmmaker / fhed f@#TaT)

P.R. Sreejesh / l'-Ff:i-'l'IT sfrorer (Hockey Player / 1T f@Ts))

Anant Nag / 3TsTd oITeT (Actor / 3TTRsidT) .

Jatin Goswami / STfasT MTATHT (Cultural Expert / Sl WFﬁ' fadwa)

Vinod Dham / f@elig €T (Engineer, "Father of Pentium Chip" / gsiifaaR, "dfeas Ao &
STelch ")

« @ Sadhvi Rithambhara - Connected to the Babri Masjid Demolition (TITTIF-ﬁﬁEF T
faarereTe)
€ Pawan Kumar Goenka - Indian Space Promotion Leader

@ Arijit Singh - Renowned Playback Singer
@ Ajay V. Bhatt - Inventor of USB (ﬂ;ﬁﬁﬂ?«l‘ afdq a9 & STeich)

SNSNNSNKNIS




Origins of Padma Awards (9¢#H JIEPX C ) BFCIﬁI'):Established in 1954 by the
Government of India.

Recognizes contributions in Art, Public Affairs, Science, Trade, and Literature.

Global Recognition (a‘fa‘am HT=IdT):Awards have been granted to international figures
like Osamu Suzuki.

Posthumous awards honor individuals with lasting historical impact.




* Controversial Figures (Farereue E!Iﬁ-?l'):

* Sadhvi Rithambhara played a role in the Ram Janmabhoomi movement, adding
a political dimension.

* Recognizing Babri Masjid demolition figures highlights government ideological
inclinations.



* Foreign Awardees (fae2ft grcaeran):

e Osamu Suzuki (Japan), Vinod Dham (USA-India) show international
collaboration in industry and technology.

* Geopolitical Relevance (H;—TIGI?ﬁﬁH? Iiﬁﬂ'):

* Recognizing Pawan Kumar Goenka links to India’s space program.
 Honoring Ajay Bhatt (USB inventor) shows technological advancement.



* Government Influence on Awards (AYPIY T FHT):Selection of
Sadhvi Rithambhara suggests BJP-aligned ideology.

* Former CJI J.S. Khehar, linked to Triple Talaq Judgement, reflects legal-
political recognition.



Udaipur, Indore crowned India’s
first Ramsar wetland cities

Claude D’Souza &
Ajay Singh Ugras | Tnn

Udaipur/Jaipur: Rajas-
than’s Udaipur and Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore have be-
come India’s first two cities
to receive international ac-
creditation as ‘Wetland Ci-
ties’ under Ramsar Conven-
tion. Globally, only 31 cities
hold the prestigious title.

Announcing the mile-
stone on Friday night on X,
Union minister for environ-
ment, forest and climate
change Bhupendra Yadav
said, “Double joy! A testimo-
ny to PM Shri @narendra-
modi ji’s vision of marching
ahead, aligning economy
and ecology."

On Saturday, Modi wrote
on X, “Congratulations to In-
dore and Udaipur! This rec-
ognition reflects our strong
commitment to sustainable
development and nurturing
harmony between nature

Pic: Claude D'Souza

rvf“v

> Udalpur is surrounded by
5 lakes, which also conserve
many fish species and attract
migratory birds

> Ramsar Conference of the
Parties in 2015 (COP12) passed
the establishment of Wetland City
Accreditation system globally

CONSERVATION TO GET A BOOST

'.-l-u—-.-—~

; HF“ ‘ .ml 7 4

> First batch of wetland crtles
from China, France and Sri
Lanka, among others, was
notified in 2018

> Second batch of cities
from Japan, Morocco, Iraq,
Spain, and others was
declared in 2022

and urban growth. May this
feat inspire everyone to keep
working towards creating
greener, cleaner, and more
eco-friendly urban spaces
acrossour nation.”

Ramsar Convention,

signed in 1971 in Iran’s Ram-
sar, is an international trea-
ty dedicated to the conserva-
tion and sustainable use of
wetlands.

»ContinuedonP4



79 Chilika Lake Odisha October 1981
80 Keoladeo National Park Rajasthan October 1981
81 Nagi Bird Sanctuary Bihar June 2024

82 Nakti Bird Sanctuary Bihar June 2024

83 Nanjarayan Bird Sanctuary Tamil Nadu August 2024
84 Kazhuveli Bird Sanctuary Tamil Nadu August 2024
85 Tawa Reservoir Madhya Pradesh August 2024




* Introduction (TRTY)

* Udaipur (Rajasthan) and Indore (Madhya Pradesh) have become
India's first cities to receive 'Wetland Cities' accreditation under the
Ramsar Convention.

* Globally, only 31 cities hold this prestigious title.



. International Recognition (m HTI )

e Udaipur and Indore recognized under Ramsar Convention for their
wetland conservation efforts.

* Only Indian cities among 31 global wetland cities.
. Significance of Udaipur (39T &1 Hgcd)

e Surrounded by 5 lakes, including Fatehsagar Lake.
 Supports rich fish biodiversity and migratory birds.



. Historical Ramsar Conference (Sﬁﬂﬁﬂ? JHAY W)

* In 2015 (COP12), Ramsar Convention passed the Wetland City
Accreditation System globally.

* The first batch of wetland cities was recognized in 2018 (China, France,
Sri Lanka, etc.).

* The second batch (Japan, Morocco, Iraq, Spain, etc.) was added in
2022.



*)
- @ Wetland Ecosystem (3Te3{fA qTiRfEufaehr GE))

e Udaipur’s interconnected lakes: Fatehsagar, Pichola, Udaisagar,
Swaroop Sagar, and Doodh Talai.

* Indore’s rejuvenated rivers and wetlands: Sirpur Lake, Bilawali Lake,
and Khan River.



* Economic Aspects (3T qgl)
+ ( Tourism & Economy (9 3 rdegawar)

* Udaipur & Indore attract eco-tourism due to their lake systems and
biodiversity.

e Sustainable wetland conservation boosts local economy and job
creation.

. @ Urban Planning & Investment (T JYSTalT 3R ﬁlﬁ'&l‘)
* Smart City projects integrating wetland conservation.
* Eco-friendly urban growth attracting international funding.
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ASSAM TEA WORKERS.

Fungal infection affects

TB survivors: study

Tiger attacks
member of
search team
in Wayanad

MILKIPUR BYPOLL
Caste, community
equations play out

Leaders must think why
‘never again’ continues
to be breached

DOMINANT DISPLAY
Sinner outclasses
Zverev, retains title

NEWS » PAGE 4

EDITORIAL » PAGE 3

NSIDE

Saturday at age 52 His san,
Shared that Dr. Cherian
collapsed after ttending 3
wedding reception. » PAGE &

Erying to usurp State cortrol
ower universities. » PAGE 3

Repubhc Day showcases diversity, military might

President

Samridhi Yewari
NEW DELHI

ndia showcased its

military _might and

cultural diversity with
a parade keeping special
focus on the 7. it S years ofd\e
enactment of the Constitu-
ton and jan Bhagidari, at
the Rej ic Day celebra-

Murmu led the celebra-
tions, with Indonesian Pre-
sident Prabowo Subianto
as the special guest

The theme for this year
was “Swarnim Bharat: Vi-
rasat aur Vikas" (Golden
India:  heritage  and

velopment).
The parade began at
10.30 a_m.. with the visit of

ecial est; tableaux celebrating 150 years of tribal activist Birsa Munda
and 75 years of the enactment of Constitution were the key highlights: more than 77000 passes issued. with 32000 passes sold to citizens, according to the Defence Ministry

etebrations: President Droupadi Murmu arrives for the m—.mbu: Day parade with indonesian President Prabowo Subanto on Kartaya Path in New Delhs on Sunday.

the nation In so-
lemn tributes to the fallen
heroes. The President and
her Indonesian counter-
part were escorted

Prime Minister
Modi to the National War
Memorial, where he led

senior-most Regiment
the Army. While the v

y
an serial view of the marching contingents and Army tanks. AN

tees stood sill, the Nation-

thing 05 mm Sighe Aeld
guns, an indigenous wea-
pon system. The Indone-

sian Army graced the event
with a music &

bleaux  celebr:
150 vears of tribal activist

s,

Nearly 10, a1
guests from various walks
of life were Invited. Accord-

ine e the Defence Mink.

try, over passes
e Testied, orith 32,000

citizens. The

ing, Delhi Area, command-

olled down Karta.
vya Path, displaying the
spirit of jointness and inte-

The ceremony culminat-
ed with the National Anv_

AGE 3
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Trump moots ‘clean-out’ of Gaza,
allows transfer of bombs to Israel

Associated Press
ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE

‘Y10 lakh cr. debt
of billionaires
waived by BJP”

NEW DEL
AAr chist Ardnd falibuaienid

us. Donald
Trump said he would like
to see Jordan, Egypt and
other Arab nations in-
crease the number of Pal-

ple to
cheose between “AAP model,”
which focuses on public
welfare, and “BJP model” on
the wealthy. » PAGE 4

0 Is-
Tack That hits & pressure
point meant to reduce civi-
lian casualties during Is-
rael's war with Hamas in

Mappy homeceming: A Palestinian who spent 19 years in lsrack
Pprison, greeting his famity in West Bank. Arp

Gaza, which is now halted
by a t fi

polkic coiker St e
pro-

nian identity and deep
connection to Gaza. sull,
Mr. Trump said the part of

turies. He said resetling
“could be temporary or
long term.”

“Something has to hap-
pen.” Mr. Trump said_ “But

Extremists call to boycott +
celebrations fails; ULFA
claims ‘blast’ in Guwahati

GUWAHATL

People across eight north-
eastern States defied a boy-
mn call by some extremist

ps, including the Unit-
ed L(heladon Front ol
Asom

it's licerally a
sue ngm now. Almost eve-
molished, and

people are dying th
aell Prime l\llnlsl.m

je released them to-
day.” Mr. Trump
bombs. “T]

Mr. Trump responded.
“Because they bought
them.~

Mr. Trump has built his

lsmel On his vision
M.

speak on
‘with President Ab-
Gel Fatiah of Stost of EEYPL.

ment_of pe
openly contradict Palesti-

i t nt T
Trump’s suggestion on Pal-
estnlan refugees.

PALESTINE RESPONDS.
» PAGE 14

celebrate the
76th  Republic

uoun:ry's
Day on

.

An aberration in the fes-
tival-like atmosphere was a
“bomb blast™ the ULFAQ)
onated

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma during the 76th
Republic Day celebration in Dibrugarh on Sunday. An

August 15 to
they mean business.
The goriest of such amacks

August 15, 2004,
Killing 13 . inchuing 10 chil
dren. in eastern Assam’s
Dhemaji.

Assamvs capital
Speaking at a Republic Day

1950, let us our
con ent to upholding
the values and principles
that define India — its un-
ity. integrity, and vibrant

rit;” he posted on X.

His Mizoram counter-
part Lalduhoma said, “Re-
public Day is 3 reminder of
our collective commitment
to

No additional funds for MGNREGS; wages delayed

The Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment

rantee
(MGNREGS), the Union go £o-
vernment’s

scheme to provide guaran-

budgetary in

202325 despite a deficit

resulting in delay in disbur-
1 of wa o worl

generated. Section 3 (3) of

by basis ar i any case not
later than a fortnight after
X

Uncertain
outskirts of AMAESar. ALE PHOTO

the date on which such
work was done*.

Impacts future projects
The Centre has a lability of

—
times: MGNREGS workers at 3 reconstruction site on the.

provided by the States.
The delay in the mate-
as a do-

ar, become
reluctant to supply. break-

ing the work cycle.

In February 2024, in the

last Budget of the Narendra
Modi government's second
ferm, £86,000 crores was
allotted for the scheme.
Despite the deficit and re-
peated requests forwarded
by the Union Rural Deve-
1opment Ministry to the
nance Ministry. no addi-

tonal funds  were
FiMhis & Ersaking from
past trend of allocating
addition. 3 -
cism on for
programme, the
has taied
that it & a -driven

2020-21. when the pan-
demic drove reverse migra-
tion to the villages and the
demand for work soared,

the government revised
the original allocation of
261,500 crore to 1,IL,500
crores, one of the highest

Academics and activists
closely monitoring the pro-
gramme say the low bud-
getary allocation leads to
artifictal suppression of de-
mand. This problem was
also flagged by the Parlia-
mentary Standing Commit-
o o arral Derloprent
in its report tabled in Fe-

ary 2024

“The pruning of funds
at Budger Estimate (BE)
stage itself does have a cas-
cading effect on varlous
tmportant aspects such as
tmely release of wages, re-
lease of material share etc.
which have a telling impact
on the progress of the
Scheme. " the panel noted
in its report.

Chief Minister
Biswa Sarma sald

Himanta
the go-

el sha mls(reanu in-

ati’s Com-

mlsmmer fl’alloe Partha
Sarathi Mahanta, said_

Earlier, the Paresh Ba-

ruah-led ULFA® claimed it

hati and other parts of As-
sam “not to harm anyone
but send a message to the
people to not participate in
occupational India’s Inde-
pendence Day and Repu-

In an email, a spokes-

mind N
was capable of doing on 2

larger scal
Adhering to a decades-
old template, the ULFA()
some other extremist
groups _In the northeast
called for the boycott of
the Republic Day celebra-

to turn Di-

capital. Tezpur will emerge
as the cultural capital and

La. Ganesan said the State
government had made ev-
ery effort to resolve the

talks between the Centre
and various factions of the
National Socialist Council

school and a
rollback of the New Pen-
sion Scheme for State go-
vernment employees from

1
Manipur Chief Minister
N. Biren Singh hoped the
Republic Day celebration
would mark the beginning
of the rewrn of peace in
the ethnic  violence-
scarred State. “On this his-

toric day, as we o
rate the adoption of our
us Constitution in

o e T
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio
and his Cabinet apprising
Union Home Minister Amit
S last -

ple’s yearning for an early
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Akhilesh Yadav takes dip at

San,

during Maha Kumbh

Samajwadi Party (SP) president Akhilesh Yadav
Maha Kumi

visited the
Sangam in Pr:
lnedn Mr. Yadav said

on Sunday.
he aimed to bring
ce and tolerance in

h and took a dip at the

to the

ony, cy so that
the counery will continue to move forward with
these for the betterment of the peaple.

. on
got d

P ortrty v take 11 dips i the

Chronic 2

GUWAHATI

wo years after a st
flagged the epi-

it dropsy

threat, a new research pap-

tea belts in Assam’s Brah-

there should be

Sangam
as per the tradition. Today, we take 2 pledge that
cill and

should keep moving forward with tolerance

said

Mr. Yadav. Taking a swipe at Uttar Pradesh

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. he sasd the Maha
itual event and not a

e was a spir
water-sport event.

Ashwini Vaishnaw interacts
with invitees of Mann Ki Baat

1 invitees of Prime Minister Narendra

dodi's Marnn Ki Baat programme wi
ed for

were
e

arak valleys,
afflicting 217 per 1,00,000
population  according to
the National TB Prevalence
vey of 2019-2021. The
risk factors include
1y, poor
oke, close contact with
Smearpositive | parents,
and living In congested
environments.

A team of researchers
from the edical
Colege and Hoopital In DI

h has now put the
focus on chronic pulmon-
ary aspergillosts (CPA), an

can

M
selects

Day parade. They were invited by Akashvani to

#ts New Delhi office. -
the Prime Minister,

rtaken remarkable

“On the special invitation of
ndividuals and
of organisations who

work, h.

have
2d been invited
These

o witness the Republic Day parade.

the Pri

by
ime Mrnisxer omr the past 10 years |n the
bro: ed on

Soceite Sanss KY Raat programens

Akashvani,” read a press rel

used by Asper-
gillus fumigatus, a fungus
rikes individ

lung
Hem fr mctly oees Tk

0St-TB or active pa-
Romta and shares simitar
clinical  features ith

immunodeficiency: an earlier study had

Assam tea workers prone to
post-TB fungal disease: study

i mrw-nnn th.n strikes individuals with

illosis. or CPA, is a life

of

problem: TE has been a major public health issue

smay the first of its.
xind tea workers,

amo:
was published in the Jour:
nal PLOS Neglected Tropi-
cal Diseases. Its authors are

Persistent
2<ross the tea beits in Assam's Brahmaputra and Barak vasieys. ANI

iologi-
cal imaging, the research-
ers recorded a CPA
prevalence of 17.18% in the

ts visiting three tea
e n hospitals and two
Feferral hospitals in Dibr.
garh ‘which has
of

workers and their depen-
dents from four tea estates

—  expertenced chronic
< 5 baemoptysis
{coughing

Joss or facigue, and odher

respiratory symptoms for

CPA sero-
Ppositivity was 18.5% in ac-
tve TB pacients tue spiked
to 48.9% in th,

dropsy in State’s tea belt

lence of 60 cases per
1,00,000 people exceeds
the global average of 42
The scenario is worse than
In African countries such
as Nigeria and the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo.
where the prevalence rang-
es from 20 to SO. The re-

subsequenty.
“Thi
crease the morbidity and

glected _a: r-diag-
nos. ase in tea gar-
den as well as

other TB haospitals,” they
sasd. The researchers ad-
vised campaigns to train

althcare pr: rs 1o re-
cognise CPA symptoms
and educate workers abou

.
derlining the fungal infec-

n as a postTB health
issue.

Worse than Africa
The mean age of the pa-
tients was 41.9 and CPA
was found to be more com-
middle-age male
workers (SO against 48 fe-
males).
According to the study,
Assam’s high CPA preva-

v health, nueri-
e

tion, and hygiene.
1n the context of nutri-
tion, health point-

nal of Medical Science.
Epidemic  dropsy s
caused

Flute-maker hopes
Padma award will
open up new avenues

NARAVANPUR

With weekdays immersed
in creating en art
forms, Sundays for Pandi
Ram Mandavi is a time for
rest. But this one, which
coincides with Republic
is different. It has

steady stream of congratu-
hmry lnxn across the
beyond, on

e e feane phone.
Maadin; e iias

chosen for the Padma Shri,
india's founh -highest civi-
for his contri,

d of wood

says It will also create op-
portunities for existing ar-
tists in his village of Gadh-
Narayanpur

it

gion. “There are vanous
forms of painting and ter-
racotta art also in Gadh-
bengal and many more
across Bastar. But most ol‘
ustack

ton of edible oils contami-
nated with the ofl from Ar-
gemone mexicana, a poppy
of Mexican origin.

struggle to find mar-
esia hope the recogni-
ton I have achieved helps
others t00,” says Mr. Man-

Panck Ram Mandant

davi, who was born into a
Gondi-speaking family
m the Murlys tribe anat
learnt the woodwork from
his father.
From wooden art that
ranges from tiny combs to

of visiting Japanese school-
chil each wanting to
buy more than a plece. I
realised its potential and
over the years, | have lost
count of the number of

Cardiac surgeon who performed India’s first coronary bypass surgery passes away

CHENNAI

india’s pre-eminent car-

Cherian

how he played the diplo-

mat in the release of four

indian drivers who were

imprisoned In_ Irag. He

went on to ex) is as-
ation

inform you all that my be-
loved father, Dr. K-M. Cher-
tan, passed away around

funeral will be held on Ja-

nuary 30.
Only a couple of days
ago was his autoblography.
Just  an _Instrument.
1aunched at the Kerala Lit-
erature Festival.
Born on March 8, 1942,

dia, the second
transplant, and strangely.
for a profession where pe-
ople stick to their chosen
specialisation, was also a
poomer in paediatric car-
diac surgery. He set up
l»ronna' Lifeline Hospital

and Frontier

spur research into indige-
nous cardiac valves and
other technologies.
During the book launch
oo s, e Chie laad Nak)
n should con-
Sider the patient part of his

occasion include how he

soci

resa, hose requs 5!

he a surgery

a poorhoylnl(olkma(rnl
nimal cost

After having completed
his medical education in
Kasturba Medical College,

er in cardiac surgery. He
chose o come back to In-
dia to serve the people and
the n the SO-plus

years he rved in the Aeld,
he also had a term as hon-

extensively with patients
who came from forelgn na-
tions for and

Prime Minister Naren-

country. His contribution
to cardiclogy will always
be

the Padma

heart
on 20 Iragi children and

was
shri

not only
many lves but also
mentoring doctors of the

DI KM CHERIAN (1942 - 2025)

His emphasis on
technaology and innovation
always
thoughts ar

Iy and friends in this hour
of grief

simple childhood
in his autobiography. Dr.
Cherian recalled his simple
childhood. from walking

barefoot to school to play-
ing marbles on the street
with friends, and a love to
don paint to participate in

tiger dance during

o give
marks to all students as the
exam was unusually tough.

KR Balakrishnan,
chalrman-cardiac sclences
and director of the Institue

experiments during his
Stine at the Raitwray Hospl
“We did exciting stufl.

“He has travelled all ov-
er the world, planning for

ras Medical Mission
(MAM). When 1 was work-
ing in Auckiand in New

Zealand, he stayed with me

tributions to cardiac sur-
gery in India are legen-

Ajit Mullasari. director
e Insti-
ar dis-

gery, coronary artery by-
pass surgery, the heart
transplantation in the priv-
ate sector, a lot of paedia-
tric surgéries were pio-

Dr. Cherlan “believed stan-
dalone centres will have no

dilution of cardiac care.
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Assam tea workers prone to
post-TB fungal disease: study

Chronic pulmonary aspergillosis, or CPA, is a life-threatening infection that strikes individuals with

immunodeficiency; an earlier study had flagged prevalence of epidemic dropsy in State’s tea belt

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

wo years after a stu-
T dy flagged the epi-

demic dropsy
threat, a new research pap-
er has identified a life-
threatening fungal infec-
tion mostly in the damaged
lungs of tuberculosis survi-
vors among Assam’s tea
plantation workers.

TB has been a major pu-
blic health issue across the
tea belts in Assam’s Brah-
maputra and Barak valleys,
afflicting 217 per 1,00,000
population according to
the National TB Prevalence
Survey of 2019-2021. The
risk factors include pover-
ty, poor nutrition, kitchen
smoke, close contact with

smear-positive  patients,
and living in congested
environments.

A team of researchers
from the Assam Medical
College and Hospital in Di-
brugarh has now put the
focus on chronic pulmon-
ary aspergillosis (CPA), an
infection caused by Asper-
gillus fumigatus, a fungus
that strikes individuals
with immunodeficiency.
CPA is a chronic lung dis-
ease that occurs common-
ly in pre-existing lung cavi-
ties. It mostly occurs in
post-TB or active TB pa-
tients and shares similar
clinical features with

Persistent problem: TB has been a major public health issue

across the tea belts in Assam’s Brahmaputra and Barak valleys. ANi

tuberculosis.

The study, the first of its
kind among tea workers,
was published in the jour-
nal PLOS Neglected Tropi-
cal Diseases. Its authors are
Aishwarya  Selvasekhar,
Reema Nath, Gourangie
Gogoi, and Pronami Borah.

The team examined 128
patients visiting three tea
garden hospitals and two
referral hospitals in Dibru-
garh district, which has 177
of Assam’s 803 major tea
estates and a high TB bur-
den. These patients — tea
workers and their depen-
dents from four tea estates
— experienced chronic
cough, haemoptysis
(coughing blood), weight
loss or fatigue, and other
respiratory symptoms for

three months or more.

Using advanced serolog-
ical testing and radiologi-
cal imaging, the research-
ers recorded a CPA
prevalence of 17.18% in the
year-long study. CPA sero-
positivity was 18.5% in ac-
tive TB patients but spiked
to 48.9% in those who had
completed treatment, un-
derlining the fungal infec-
tion as a post-TB health
issue.

Worse than Africa
The mean age of the pa-
tients was 41.9 and CPA
was found to be more com-
mon in middle-age male
workers (80 against 48 fe-
males).

According to the study,
Assam’s high CPA preva-

lence of 60 cases per
1,00,000 people exceeds
the global average of 42.
The scenario is worse than
in African countries such
as Nigeria and the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo,
where the prevalence rang-
es from 20 to 50. The re-
searchers suggested test-
ing for  Aspergillus
antibodies in patients who
come with respiratory
symptoms after comple-
tion of TB treatment to
diagnose the cases early
and treat them
subsequently.

“This will help to de-
crease the morbidity and
mortality due to this ne-
glected and under-diag-
nosed disease in tea gar-
den hospitals as well as
other TB hospitals,” they
said. The researchers ad-
vised campaigns to train
healthcare providers to re-
cognise CPA symptoms
and educate workers about
respiratory health, nutri-
tion, and hygiene.

In the context of nutri-
tion, health experts point-
ed to a two-year-old study
on epidemic dropsy pu-
blished in the Cureus Jour-
nal of Medical Science.

Epidemic dropsy is
caused by the consump-
tion of edible oils contami-
nated with the oil from Ar-
gemone mexicana, a poppy
of Mexican origin.




* . Overview of the Study (3T&ITT HT dcllhe])

* Research on chronic pulmonary aspergillosis (CPA) among tuberculosis
survivors in Assam's tea belt.

* CPA is caused by the fungal infection Aspergillus fumigatus and
primarily affects immunodeficient individuals.

e A study conducted in Assam’s Brahmaputra and Barak valleys revealed
high TB prevalence.



. High TB Prevalence (3T dldl YUR)
* 417 per 1,00,000 cases reported, exceeding global averages.

* Tea plantation workers are at higher risk due to poor nutrition, kitchen
smoke, and congested living conditions.

. Fungal Disease after TB (€&l & dTg Harer M)
e CPA was found in 17.18% of tea workers tested.

* CPA seropositivity was higher in those who had completed TB
treatment (48.9%).



o Comparison with Global Data (3f%a% st &t T:I:T*I?-IT)

* Assam’s CPA prevalence of 60 cases per 1,00,000 exceeds the global
average of 42.

* Worse than Nigeria and the Democratic Republic of Congo (20-50 cases
per 1,00,000).

. Demographic Findings (STHTTEIhT forsay)
* The mean age of affected patients was 41.9 years.
* Males more affected (80 cases vs. 48 in females).



* Geographical Aspects (st tI??«!'\)
- O Region-Specific Factors (a%r faey hI{h)

* Assam’s humid and tropical climate supports fungal infections like
Aspergillosis.

* Tea plantations in Brahmaputra and Barak valleys are densely
populated, increasing disease transmission risk.

* Poor medical infrastructure in tea estates contributes to late diagnosis.



* Economic Aspects (3T qgl)
. @ Impact on Assam’s Tea Industry (3IGH &1 I BE?ﬂ?T QT YHTIA)

* Assam’s tea industry employs millions of workers, with health crises
reducing productivity.

* Medical expenses for long-term diseases like CPA create financial
burdens on low-income workers.

* Economic dependence on tea plantations means workers continue to
work despite illness, worsening the disease spread.



» Recommendations (FRIBTREY)
& Medical Testing & Screening (RIfehcar gdiaror 3R A1)

* Testing for Aspergillus antibodies in post-TB patients with respiratory
symptoms.

* Early diagnosis and treatment to reduce mortality and morbidity rates.
* s Public Health Measures (HTdalfale ALY 3UTY)

* Awareness campaigns on CPA and respiratory hygiene.

* Nutritional interventions to improve immunity among workers.

* s Policy Changes (FIfaera aRade)

* Integrating CPA into India’s TB program.

» Strengthening healthcare in Assam’s tea belt.

* % Workplace Health Reforms (FTITU A€ qUR)

* Improving living conditions and reducing exposure to risk factors like kitchen
smoke and poor sanitation.



Cardiac surgeon who performed India’s first coronary bypass surgery passes away

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

India’s pre-eminent car-
diac surgeon K.M. Cherian,
who performed India’s
first coronary bypass sur-
gery, died in Bengaluru on
Saturday. He was 82.

His son, Sanjay Cherian,
shared a note that said, “It
is with profound grief that I
inform you all that my be-
loved father, Dr. K.M. Cher-
ian, passed away around
11:55 p.m. last night [Janu-
ary 25]. Dad and I had at-
tended a wedding recep-
tion in Bengaluru and as
we were leaving, he col-
lapsed...” He also said that
Dr. Cherian was rushed to
Manipal Hospital where he
was declared dead. The
funeral will be held on Ja-
nuary 30.

Only a couple of days
ago was his autobiography,
Just an Instrument,
launched at the Kerala Lit-
erature Festival.

Born on March 8, 1942,

in Kerala, Dr. Cherian
worked for over 50 years in
the field of cardiology,
training under world-re-
nowned leaders in the
field. He was also credited
with performing the first
heart-lung transplant in In-
dia, the second cardiac
transplant, and strangely,
for a profession where pe-
ople stick to their chosen
specialisation, was also a
pioneer in paediatric car-
diac surgery. He set up
Frontier Lifeline Hospital
in Chennai and Frontier
Mediville, a large medical
science park on the out-
skirts of the city, to help
spur research into indige-
nous cardiac valves and
other technologies.

During the book launch
in Kerala, Dr. Cherian said
each surgeon should con-
sider the patient part of his
own family. Some of the ex-
periences he shared on the
occasion include how he
performed heart surgeries
on 20 Iraqi children and

how he played the diplo-
mat in the release of four
Indian drivers who were
imprisoned in Iraq. He
went on to explain his as-
sociation with Mother Te-
resa, upon whose request
he performed a surgery on
a poor boy in Kolkata at mi-
nimal cost.

After having completed
his medical education in
Kasturba Medical College,
Manipal, he went on to
teach in Christian Medical
College, Vellore, before
heading out to the far
shores of Australia and
New Zealand to train furth-
er in cardiac surgery. He
chose to come back to In-
dia to serve the people and
the country. In the 50-plus
years he served in the field,
he also had a term as hon-
orary cardiac surgeon to
the President and worked
extensively with patients
who came from foreign na-
tions for treatment, and
was awarded the Padma
Shri.

B

DR. KM. CHERIAN (1942 - 2025)

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, in a post in X,
said, “Pained by the pass-
ing of Dr. KM. Cherian,
one of the most distin-
guished doctors of our
country. His contribution
to cardiology will always
be monumental, not only
saving many lives but also
mentoring doctors of the

future. His emphasis on
technology and innovation
always stood out. My
thoughts are with his fami-
ly and friends in this hour
of grief.”

Simple childhood

In his autobiography, Dr.
Cherian recalled his simple
childhood, from walking

barefoot to school to play-
ing marbles on the street
with friends, and a love to
don paint to participate in
the tiger dance during
Onam. He confessed to get-
ting zero in mathematics in
Class 5, but the school
managed to give grace
marks to all students as the
exam was unusually tough.

K.R. Balakrishnan,
chairman-cardiac sciences
and director of the Institue
of Heart and Lung Tran-
splant and Mechanical Cir-
culatory Support in MGM
Healthcare, recalled com-
ing to Chennai in Novem-
ber 1984 “fresh from train-
ing in Bombay”. Dr.
Cherian was a mentor,
with whom he conducted
experiments during his
stint at the Railway Hospi-
tal. “We did exciting stuff at
that time,” he said.

“He has travelled all ov-
er the world, planning for
Madras Medical Mission
(MMM). When I was work-
ing in Auckland in New

Zealand, he stayed with me
almost a week, visiting hos-
pitals. I was the first car-
diac surgeon to work with
him. This is before he be-
came famous. He was in-
strumental in me getting a
fellowship in the United
States. He was very gener-
ous to young people who
worked with him. His con-
tributions to cardiac sur-
gery in India are legen-
dary”

Ajit Mullasari, director
of cardiology at the Insti-
tute of Cardio-vascular dis-
eases at the MMM, said his
association with Dr. Cher-
ian began in 1995 when he
joined the hospital.

“The first bypass sur-
gery, coronary artery by-
pass surgery, the heart
transplantation in the priv-
ate sector, a lot of paedia-
tric surgeries were pio-
neering efforts in this
country. He had a great vi-
sion of the future,” he said.
Dr. Cherian “believed stan-
dalone centres will have no

dilution of cardiac care.
Subsequently a lot of peo-
ple followed. But he was al-
ways one step ahead,” Dr.
Mullasari said, adding: “He
put effort into research,
which usually doesn’t hap-
pen in a private centre. He
was pushing you to re-
search, be it stem cell or
lab work. He would push
us to write and encourage
us to present in interna-
tional congresses.”

Sowmya Swaminathan,
former chief scientist of
World Health Organisation
and chairperson of M.S.
Swaminathan  Research
Foundation, in her post on
X, said, “Deeply saddened
to hear of Dr. KM Cherian’s
passing. His memoir was
just released and we had
long conversations recent-
ly — about the future of in-
novation and health tech-
nology development in
India. Certainly a source of
inspiration to many, apart
from the countless lives he
saved! RIP.”



* Introduction (TRTY)

* Dr. K.M. Cherian, India's pioneer cardiac surgeon, passed away at age
82.

* Performed India’s first coronary bypass surgery and was a Padma Shri
awardee.

* Founder of Frontier Lifeline Hospital in Chennai, known for innovations
in indigenous cardiac valves.



» Contributions to Medicine (RfrcaT & JIET)
Key Achievements (Y& Y foerdT)

* Performed India's first heart-lung transplant.

* Conducted second cardiac transplant in India.

* Pioneered pediatric cardiac surgery.

. Training & Experience (TTY&TOT 3T He13q)

 Studied at Kasturba Medical College, Manipal.

* Trained in Australia and New Zealand before returning to India.

* Served as honorary cardiac surgeon to the President of India.



* Evolution of Cardiac Surgery in India (AR H e ey fRafehcar &1
[ashr)

* In the 1980s, cardiac surgery was still developing in India.

* Dr. Cherian was instrumental in bringing advanced techniques from
abroad.

* His work paved the way for future heart transplants and pediatric
surgeries in India.



» Affordable Cardiac Care (FEdT g fafhcan)
* Promoted cost-effective heart surgery in India.

* Helped reduce dependence on imported heart valves by developing
indigenous alternatives.

* His work contributed to India becoming a hub for cardiac surgery
tourism.



* Dr. Ajit Mullasari: "He led the first coronary bypass and heart transplant
in the private sector.”
€© Sowmya Swaminathan (WHO Scientist): "His memoir was released
just before his passing, discussing future medical innovations."
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Indian space programme breaks
into 2025 in ‘mission mode’

The PSIV-C60 mission laid the foundations for Chandrayaan-4 and the Bharat
h Sil i hand hi unch

2 Antariksh Station. Forthcoming test flights will move India doser to
rikota, continuing work on NGLV, and ), rd

ust as 2024 was the year India
Beveloped a viston for its space
programme, 202 is likely to
have the programme in mission
mode. The PSL\-CS0 misston, underway
a3 the year began, Laid the foundations for
and the

Amcarikens g
Forthcoming est flights will move
india closer to human spaceflight, soon t©
recetve a helping hand from a third
unch pad appeoved for construction at
Srihariiiot. continuing work on the
Next Generation Launch Vehicie (NGLVY,
and a change of guard at ISRO.

BEADEX, & timin SMlee
On December 30, 2024, the PSLV-C60
mission lifted off from the Satish Dhawan
Space Center (SDSC) in Sriharikota. About

15 minutes after liftoff, the rocket
delivered the Space Docking Experfment
(SpaDeX) satellites at slightly different
velocities into a 475-km circular orbit.
Then ISRO chairman S. Somanath sa
the nominal date for the docking attempe
would be January 7, 2025. M. Sankaran,
director of the UR Rao Satellite Centre
(URSC), said this was to allow the satellites
to power up their solar cells.
Tl fc bt Cosipsbesy Raplai
Aerospace provided gr
station-as-a-service ;uppor( for the
misslon slongaide £SO, It wad sbile oo
smulcaneot ommand the two
PaDex satellites and provided
S enrrahesies milsslon o Rost 1
un.

Swiss space situational awareness
company s2a systems also shared details

ISR launches the PSIV-CEQ from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Srihariota on Decernber 30, 2024. AFP.

propulsion system for 30 seconds, ulting
the POEMA stage by 24°. The system used
the campanys proprietary groen fuel

of the the two MS289. Manastu fired the system once
on social me: n on january 13, this time h.n1ng
"This separation reached & POEM4 a sith an

conditions, Le., 10-20 km, on Jammary 2.
2025, and started moving closer on
January 6. ISRO had originally planned a
webcast for January 7 but rescheduled by
two days before calling it off altogether.
On January 8, the organisation said
as

angular velocity of 1.5- per second.
Similarly, Bellatrix Aerospace fired its

RUDRA payload for 60 seconds to impart

an angular velocity of L4~ per second and

reduced from SO0 m to 225 m, the drift
between the satellites was greater than
expected. So it re-increased the
separation to 6-8 km on January 9 and
started ove:

©On January 10, the satellites were put
on “hold” mode to maintain an
inter-satellite distance of 1.5 km then
moved closer together on January 11 and
“held" at 230 m_ On January 12, o

as
satellites” sensors before the next attempe.
According to s2a systems,
inter-sacellite separation grew to 10.9 km
on January 12, and from there the e
docking attempt was launched. The:
Came within 2.6 ki of each other on
January 13 and to 900 m on January 15.
Finally, on January 16, ISRO sued a
statement saying the two satellites had
and
themselves in orbit. ISRO thus made
o ting its farst in-orbic
ing. Later that
both sateilites were controlled together |
from one of them. a feat necessary for

transferving power from one sacellice to
e other and. later, undocking.

POEMa4, the orbital testbed
After the PSL\-C60 mission deployed the
SpaDeX satellites, the rocket’s four:
stage was moved to a 350-km i
orbit and had its fuel dumped (a process
called passivation, done so that the fuel
doesn’t explode and create a debris held).
In this form, it was ready for the PSLV
Orbital Expérimental Module (POEM4)
hase of its mission, when the fourt
stage was to orbit the earth like a satellite.
It carried 24 payloads: 14 from ISRO and
10 from academia and private industry.
ISRO's Relocatable Robotic
t I
tested fts movement and relocation
capability by moving from one part of
POKMA to ahother. The Debris Capture
Robotic Arm Manipulator also moved its
arm, but ISRO wasn't clear about whether
& managed to capture the piece of debris
tethered to the payload. The Compact
search Module for Orbital Plant Studies
(CROPS) had cowpea seeds germinate in
orbit and studied the leaves.
December 31,
Space’s Vyor pa‘\luad fired tos & green

communications with its ground station.
The payload, designed and built in-house,
tested communications in the UHF to Ku
bands.

The SJC Institute of Technology and the
Upagraha Amateur Radio Club at URSC
said they had successfully received data

all mission

GLX-SQ to create &
synthetic-apereure radar (SAR) image.
kehle2s,

an An-orbxl demonstration of MOTD
payload. An artificial lnlelllgelxe undr, it
uploaded “lange models from the ground

grow a plant in controlied conditions
Srboard PO

Change of guard
While the SpaDeX and POEN4 missions

from BOS-ARBIT, their so
amatens raclio messaging payload. Many
amateur radso operators also shared
images recetved from BGS-ARPIT on

Aditya-L1 = Indis’s first space-based

On January 16 the two satellites

controlied

Rtiscy Froes arne of
t necessary for lunar

the other and undocking
moon-landing attempt.

Aboard Transporter 12
Three Indian companies flew their
SpaceX's Tr.
12 mission on January 15. They were part
of another 131 payloads that the Falcon 9
rocket delivered 1o orbit.
First, Pixxel Space’s three Firefly
m

were being executed in space. V-
N < over from as
ISRO chairman on January

Narayanan waz direcsor. ofthe Liquid
Propulsion Systems Cent
Thiruvananthapuram. and led work on
the cryogenic and semi-cryogenic
engines. He also chaired a committee to
examine the failure of the Chandrayaan-2

observatory to study the sun. This artist's impression shows the
spacecraft in its deployed and stowed configUraticns. 15Ac

became the first
private Indian satellite constellation; three
more are to fly in the future. The

company announced on social media that
all three satellites had deployed their
solar arrays and had started generating
power, were stabilised, and had

link:
Second, Digantara launched its Space
Camera for Object Tracking for space
d o its
sround capabilities. The company said
e satellite was generating solar power
Sthad staliiasdd. The saseliee will now
mowve to its commissiond
prepare for its mission: m pre‘.lselv rack
objects in low-earth orbit.
Third, XDLINX Labs® Ele-\'anon l

Dulk for LS based Almeses: S Space
1on on its XDSATNS platform,

payload that sent a ~hello from space”
ssage to mark the start of its misston.

Space tech and science
The Union cabinet approved the
construction of a third launch pad at

SDSC at a cost of T3984.86 crore. Its
expected to be built by 2029, to serve as a
backup for the second launch pad as well
as support for human spacefligh facilities
and ISRO"s NGLY. |

ssfully tested its Vikas

in Mahendragiri. The engine was fired for
60 seconds, shut off for 120 seconds,

fired again for seven seconds. ISRO Bas
more tests planned abead of certifying the
gneine’s readiness 1o operate in this w.

in the atmosphere The fourth-stage lquid
hgine of the PSLY already has restart

first tranche of data collected by 1
AdityaLi mission, exactly a year afer the
mission had started to study the sun and
its effects on the inner solar syste:

Pradecs Mohandas & a techlcl writer

Remains of Mbrresaunss reaths, which was onby
3bout one metre tal, with a long tad, and
weighed up to 30 kilograms, were found in
Zimbabwe in 2019, A=

Where did
dinosaurs
first evolve?

s long dominated the earth's
1and ecosystems with multiple forms,
ng plant-eating giants like

surprising location for the birthplace of
dinosaurs, based on the locations of the
currently oldest-known dinosaur fossils,

geoyaphy dunug' the Triassic Period.
“This locale spans the modern-day Sahara
Amazon rainforest regions,

Natural History Museum in London and
lead author of the study, published on
Thursday in the journal Current Biology.
“Our research suggests they like
originated in the low latitude regions of
Gondwana near the equator, an area that
today inchsdes northern South America
and northern Africa,” Heath added_
The earliest-known dinosaur fossils
date to roughly 230 million years ago.
and Herr

Rescarch s
likely in low-

and northern Africa

from Argentina, Saturnalia from southern
Brazil, and Mbiresaurus from Zimbabwe.
While sharing certain traits defining them
as dinosaurs, they had sufficient
differences that suggest millions of years
of dinosaur evolstion had already
occurr.
~While earlier research has focused on

southern South America and southern
Africa as the area of origin of the

nosaurs, based on where their fossils
first appear, we suggest that significant
g2ps in the fossil record, particularly in
regions that today include the Sahara
desert and the Amazon rainforest, may
hoid the potential to reveal where the
earliest dinosaurs were living.” Heath

The researchers said dinosaurs

245230
million years ago, when these equarorial
regions were extremely hot and dry.

“It likely included deserts,
savannah-like hal

Fossils from this time and region are
rare. This be because the
ions were not ideal for preserving
the remains of land animals or because
the rocks containing these fossils haven't
been discovered yet, Heath sald.
e Amazon the Sahara also are
e for palseontologists to explore
due to the logistical challenges.
nosaurs evolved from more primitive
reptiles after the earth's biggest
mass-extinction event caused by extreme
anism at the end of the Permian
about 252 million years ago.

¥
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* Introduction (TRTY)

* India’s space programme enters mission mode in 2025 with key
advancements.

* PSLV-C60 laid the foundation for Chandrayaan-4 and Bharatiya
Antariksh Station.

* Human spaceflight tests, a third launch pad at Sriharikota, and Next-
Gen Launch Vehicle (NGLV) are key focus areas.



Key Missions & Achievements (ﬂ'@ﬂ' faee 3T ﬂﬂ%ﬂ'ﬁ)
PSLV-C60 Launch (PSLV-C60 T&T90T)

Launched from Satish Dhawan Space Centre on December 30, 2024.
Delivered Space Docking Experiment (SpaDeX) into orbit.

SpaDeX successfully docked and stabilized two satellites, a key step for future space
station missions.



Orbital Test: POEM-4 (8T 9I&T0T: POEM-
4)

Carried 24 payloads from ISRO and
international agencies.

Included robotic arm and debris capture
technology.

Successfully demonstrated orbital docking
and maneuvering




SpaceX Collaboration (FIHTFH HEIIN)

Indian companies sent payloads on SpaceX’s Transporter-12 mission.
Pixxel deployed its first hyperspectral satellite constellation.
Digantara launched Space Camera for Object Tracking.

Aditya-L1 & Lunar Research (ITfgca-tar1 3R =g Wﬂﬁ)
First data from Aditya-L1 mission was received.

Chandrayaan-4 mission plans under review.



Future Plans (TSI &1 A1S=1T0)

# Upcoming Missions (3TTITTHT farereT)

Gaganyaan human spaceflight test in 2025.

Chandrayaan-4: Lunar sample return mission.

Bharatiya Antariksh Station development.

India’s participation in global space exploration projects.
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TOO GOOD

Sinner is the best plaver in the
world by far. says Zverev

~
“#thurts to be standing next to this thing (trophy) 2nd not being able
0 touch It” skl Alexander Zverey after kosing the final ~Baust

payerin

Zuerev has lost 13 times to  top-five opponent at a Stam, with his
onity win coming against Carlos Alcaraz In Melbourme last year.

MILESTONE

Siniakova clinches 10th Grand Slam
women’s doubles crown

-~
Crech Republic’s Katesina Siniakovs, right,

REUTERS.
, woe her 10th Grand

Slam women’s doubles tithe on Sunday when she and American
partner Taylor Townsend clinched the Australian Open crown. The
to

seeds and reigning Wimbiedol

n champicns dawned Chinese

Tapers Hsleh Su-wel and Latdan Jelena Ostapenko -2, 6-7(4), 6-3.

DREAM RUN

Tilak sets world record during

knock against England

-~
Tilak Varma set 3 new

-

A RAGL

woeld record during his unbesten T2 against

England in the second T20f in Chennal. The 22-year-old has scored

318 runs in T20is without being dismissed and

went past New

Zealand batter Mack Chapman's record of 271 runs

dismissats set in 2023

ON A ROLL

India cruises past B

adesh.

continues merry run in U-19 WC

-~

xgeccrmoMEn

Reigning champion India continued its dominant run in the ICC
Women's U-19 World Cup with an eight-wicket win over Bangladesn
in #ts Super Six encounter in Kuala Lumpur on Sund:

The scores: Bangladesh 648 in 20 cvers (Vaizhnaw Sharma 3/15)
105% 10 Incia 66/2 in 7.1 awers {Trisha Gongack 401 PeM: Vaishnavi

SNAPSHOTS

City downs Chelsea

Hawtand €3, Foden 87] bt Chelsea
1 Madueke 3); Crystal Palace 1
(E22e 35) lost to.

b

Ice-cool Sinner towers
over Zverev, retains title

The World Nao. 1 becomes the first It:

— man or woman — to win three Grand Slams:

Zverev’s long wait for a maiden Major continues. falling short once again in his third big final

AUSTRALIAN OPEN
nce Presse
MELSOURNE

<clinical Jannik Sin-
ner

Vakadolid 0 lost

Sarte A Napob 2 (Anguisss 7.
Lukakes 65-pen) bt uventus L
(oio Muani 43); Udinese 1 (tucca
38 lost 1o Roma 2 {Pellegrin
So-pen S-pend

Gukesh takes joint lead
WIK AAN ZEE: D. Gukesh
moved into joint lead at
the Tata Steel Masters.
out ‘World

or his masden title

rmerdam [Ned, 3.5) bt Aran
Ergas: lind, 1.5); Jorcen
Formes $aed, 2.5 dresv with &
ansnciiaa find, ST, Anish
G hoed, 31 e wh Modiroak
row (b, 3).
: 2. vaizhali Ond, 4}
Greww wath Benjamin Bok iNed, 31;
Miaoss Lix [Chi, 4.5) best Dreya
Dezherish {Ind, 1.5); Fausting
Oro (Arg. 2.5) o3t t> Mguyen Thae
D Van (Cze, 5); Erwin LAmi {Ned,
51 chrire with Aydi

world’s dominant player in
men’s tennis.

The 23-year-old Italian
Game dhirongh & Reme final

betwe
ranked players 6 3. Fow,
Laves

in doing so he became

the firse Italian, man or wo-

man, to win three Grand

Slams, surpassing Nicola
trangeli.

in elite company
The emphatic victory also
thrust  him  alongside
Andre Agassi, Roger Feder-
= kg Norwale Djokaie ad

e only me:
Iy Gofend their Metbourne
es this century.
But &t proved more mis-
ery for Germany's Zverev,
who remains one of the
world's best never
to taste Grand Slam glory,
ing once again in
his chird big final.
‘worked a lot to be

(Aze, 31,

eam.
He also had words of

N

Sky-rocketing success ®

The first man to
successhutty
Title siece

Oty the thins

The fiftn mal
win three straight
hard court Majars.
2na the fi
Slokouic (2015161

He now has

. and 2
whoever is invotved in the
sport. know how strong
yomi e, xiot el gm =
phyEl'. but  also a

Peso “keep It up. Keep
working hard because we
all believe that you can Hft
one of these very, very
soon."

ALL STATS ARE FROM THE DFEM £2A | COMRILED B AMRUDH VELAMUSY

Ice-cool Sinner proved

he twice tested positive for
traces of the steroid closte-
bol last year.

Behind the scenes
ing over his head has
been a World AntiDoping
Agency appeal against his
meration. with the glo-
bal body seeking a

ban. He denles knowingly

A hearing is scheduled
t the Court of Arbitration

for Sport (CAS) for April,
He he worries

Tilak’s modus operandi —
targeting England’s best

Productive shet:

S. Dy
CHENNAT

In cricket, transitions from
one era to another are of-
ten tricky and involve a
phase during which the
new crop takes tme to

grow.

India, though, has been
Iucky in that regard in T2
crickes. The

Virat Kohl, and Ravindra
Jadeja. all of whom exited
the scene after wi

who has made a telling im-
pact in a short time at the
crucial No. 3 spot.

His last four s;nres in
T201s reads as 107 not out,
120 not out. 19 not out and
72 not out.

The most recent one.,

2 ke Darkef Carwer 86 for.

 used the pull to good effect in the second T200L & SAGY

Tilak showed bravery in

Tilak. “If you take on their
best bowlers, the others
will be under pressure. So,
even wickets
were falling, 1 wanted to do

explained.

11-e left-handed batter

Archer for 30

runs, mmd.ng four sixes,
off just nine 3

On a day when the pull

most assured batrer out in

the park.
“They were consistently
short, an.

With that pace, 1 think it
will be slightly tougher if
You want & hik it square of
i SD. 1 wanted to

use the pace and hit it be-
hind (fine) as much. That's
what I have done, and it has

that also.

sh
L the iyder erabad born

yer.
“During the drinks
break, he said that ‘this is

Rutuja ensures Odisha Warriors gets
its name engraved on glitzy trophy

oL

Santadeep Dey

RANCHD

The 5,000-seater Marang

Gomke Jaipal Singh Stads

um here was packed

rafters on Sunday %
= history unfold as

Soorn

Sammmit clash of the fnaug.

ural season of the only
men’s

eventually Rutuja
who ensured Warriors got
their name engraved on

megmzyvmmnsuo.«_key
dia League trophy with a
(hrllliﬂngw!n

ha Goyal, the win-
ning czp(aln. was the first

e
However, the latter was
cm ¢

denied by Soorma's
defence.

Soorma’s Charlotte En-
glebert spent five minutes
of the first quarter on the

naughty step after clater-
g i Vicset Sactee 1sh-
Bca Chandhary, lookine to

| 4 —
Al smiles: Viamiors players and sUPPOrt staff savour thew triurmph. SHASH SHEKIHAR SASHYAP.

baton to Rutuja. Maria Ver-
schoor had to jump into ac-
t occasion to

quick swipe found a lucky

amp the dotted une bul
wasn't able to test Savita
Punia.

1n the 13th minute, Neha

of

Phalke's stick before the

22-year-old lobbed It over

Savita_

As the trend this season,
mde ameal out of

e ity corner,
but when'the second op-

portunity came
ny Squib pped up G (o lhe
plate with an angr;
Jude Menezes® gj.ﬂs
seepped on the g in the
half, threatening to
take the Jead on a coupte of
. But instead it
the

lost possession inside her
circle.

The resutt: Odisha warriors 2
[Rutiia 20 & 56) bL ISW Soorma
Hockey Chub 1 {Squibb 28}

Manush proves too strong for Payas;
Diya stuns Sreeja to emerge champion

SURAT

Manush Shah and Diya Chi-

pionship, wmd-

285t the Pandit Dindayal

Upadhyay Indoor Stadium
Sunday.

O Manush, the bespecta-
paw who hails

iy,
but representing his em-
ployer Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBD — continued his
clinical run to overcome

the

“An hour eartier, Mum-

top-ranked _intemational
paddler — and won a thrill-
ing womens final that

ks Macwssh andDlye ecstatic sfter Laying thek hands on e
trophy they had their eyes on for a decade. A

turned out to be the lon-
gest match of the final

hed the dou-
s crown on Saturday.
B and Diya

s heten with. After all,
having been crowned sub-

junior, junior and youth

national champions in
Sk i years, both
the stylish paddl
ecszatic to have laid their
hands on the trophy that
they had their eyes on for a

O amissh continued from
where he had left off dur-
ing his 4-0 drubbing of the
in-form Ankur Bhattachar-
Jee m the

angles to precision. Diya,
o1 other

=
tively to put Sreeja under
pressure.

3 Manush Shah (28] bt 3 Sayas
Jain (e 1032, 116, 116, 12-10,
11-8; Semi :

Divy: vastava UP) 115,
108,128 117 Manush ot
2-Aviaur Bhattachariee (PSPB)
13-11.11-4,11-9, 12-10.

inak: 7-Diya Chitale
[RE) bt 1-Srecja Auls (RS0

30-12 511,13-31,12.20, 138,
sa111s. Sreeja b
4-vash, Dade (PSPE)

115,811,119,11.8,115;
bt Syndreia Das (Ben} 128,118,
115,116,

Mixed doubles: Final: Akach Fal
& Poymantee Baisya (RSPB) bt
Jash Modi & Taneeshs Kotecha
[M3h] 115,116, 3114

Semifinals: Akish & Po. t
bt Payas Jain (De & Suhans
Saini (4ar) 117, 14-12, 7-21,11:%;

and
gave Payas little chance by
l:nmbln.ing his power and

Jasha
Aarti Chaudhary
IUP) 212,921, 1231, 115
IS A

-+




AO

matrodan epen

The first man to

title since Nadal at the
2006 French Open

lift three Slam

l successfully defend
his maiden Major

Only the third
3 active player

(after Alcaraz and
Wawrinka) to triumph
in his first three Grand

Slam finals

The fifth man to
5 win three straight
hard court Majors,

and the first since
Djokovic (2015-16)

He now has
l 10 successive
straight-sets

victories over top-10
opponents, the first
player to do so since
the rankings were
introduced

The Italian
47 has pulled
level with

Borg and Connors
for most wins (47) in
their first 50 matches
asATP World No.1 ATP World No. 1

Since the
6 O start of
the 2024

season, he has won
60 of his 63 hard court
matches, the best on
the men’s circuit

ALL STATS ARE FROM THE OPEN ERA |COMPILED BY ANIRUDH VELAMURI



France colonization

Africa




West African countries are
moving away from traditional
colonial ties with France, seeking
partnerships with global powers
for security and economic
cooperation.
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Former French colonies in Africa

by year of independence

Burkina Algeria
Faso Tunisia
Mali Niger
Morocco Chad
Mauﬁ- Central
tania . African

Republic
Senegal
2 __ Djibouti
Guinea ¢ (1977)
Ivory
Coast
Benin |
Cameroon )
Gabon '
Congo Mada-
gascar
Year of independence Comoros
| : (1975)

H1956 H1960 M 1975
HW19os58 MW192 W 1977

@ Source: DW, NED



How France Colonized Africa?

. Early Ventures (1830): France began its colonization with the capture of Algiers in 1830, marking the
expansion of French influence in North Africa.

. Expansion in West Africa: Territories such as Gambia, Ivory Coast, and Senegal were brought under
French control.

. Berlin Conference (1884-85): France formalized its territorial claims, acquiring vast regions in North,
West, and Central Africa.

. Direct Rule: France imposed a centralized administrative system modelled on European governance,
weakening traditional power structures in African colonies.

. Economic Exploitation: Extensive use of forced labour and resource extraction, especially in gold,
cocoa, groundnuts, and timber, ensured that colonies served as economic hubs for France




e Resource Extraction: African resources were

exported to France, leaving minimal local
development.

e Monoculture Economies: Colonies were forced
to rely on single crops like groundnuts (Senegal)
and cocoa (Ghana). i

e Taxation: Harsh fiscal policies drained local
economies, exacerbating poverty.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



3. Political

* Artificial Borders: Arbitrary
boundaries drawn by colonial
powers created ethnic divisions,
fuelling post-independence
conflicts.

* Exploitation of Labor: Forced
labour systems led to mass
displacements and population
decline in many regions.




Continued Influence: Despite
Independence granting independence, France
Movements: Countries maintained strong economic and

like Senegal, Algeria, and political ties through
Guinea gained independence the Frangafrique system,
through negotiation or conflict. ensuring African nations
remained reliant on France.




 Present Role of France in Africa:

1.Military:

* Troop Presence: French troops were stationed in Chad, Senegal, and Ivory Coast,
aiming to combat insurgencies.

* Recent Withdrawals: Anti-French sentiments and failures in addressing regional
terrorism led to troop withdrawals from several nations.




2.Economic:

* Economic Dependence: Many African
countries still trade heavily with
France. However, competition
from China’s Belt and Road
Initiative and Russia’s military
alliances is reducing French
dominance.




3.Declining Influence:

« Shift in Alliances: African nations are
partnering with global powers like Russia and
China, moving away from colonial ties.

* Francafrique in Crisis: The model of
dependency is being rejected as nations
demand sovereignty and equitable
partnerships.




Black

Panther




* Indian Forest Service (IFS) officer
recently shared a video of a rare

black panther strolling is lush
greenery of north Bengal

o







e What is a Black Panther?

* The black panther, a colloquial term for
melanistic (dark-colored) large felines in the
genus Panthera, is known for its striking black
fur and mysterious allure.




 Habitat:

* Found across three continents: Asia, Africa, and the Americas.

« Commonly inhabit dense tropical rainforests, grasslands, and mountainous regions.

* Global Range: Southwest China, Southern India, Nepal, Malaysia, Indonesia, Burma.

* Indian Range: Found in Kabini Forest (Karnataka), Nagarhole National Park, Periyar
Wildlife Sanctuary, Silent Valley, and Sundarbans.




e Characteristics:

* Physical Features: Glossy black or dark brown fur with faint spotted patterns visible
in sunlight.

* Eyes: Striking emerald green, giving a fierce and elegant look even in darkness.

e Behavioural Traits:

* Solitary and territorial hunters.
 Known for exceptional intelligence, sharp eyesight, and strong sense of smell.

* Males are polygamous in nature.



 Conservation Status:

* JUCN Red List: Vulnerable.
* CITES: Appendix | (strictly regulated trade).

* Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule | (maximum protection).

e Threats: Habitat loss, poaching, and declining prey populations.




Sachetisation Plan



e The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is introducing a sachetisation plan to
enable small-ticket systematic investment plans (SIPs) starting at X250 per month.

* Need for Sachetisation:

Financial Inclusion: Targets underserved, low-income groups to enable investment
in mutual funds.

Addressing Barriers: Overcomes the high entry costs of traditional mutual fund SIPs.

Market Deepening: Expands the retail investor base in equity markets, stabilizing
market flows against foreign investor volatility.




e How it works:

* Minimum SIP Amount: X250/month (targeted at new mutual fund investors).

* Eligibility Criteria:

* Available for new investors only.

* Maximum of three X250 SIPs per investor across asset management companies
(AMCs).






As per the Indo European Business Forum (IEBF), India needs to ‘immediately’
recognise sunrise industries such as e-sports, gaming and music, and develop world-
class infrastructure to tap the potential of the Indian youth.

About

One-fifth of India’s incremental GDP growth is expected to come from gaming and e-
sports.

States such as Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh look to double their GDP
in next few years.

e 20% of this incremental growth will come from the digital economy.



* Sunrise Sectors of India: Electronics and
Semiconductors, Electric Vehicles (EV),
Renewable Energy, Pharmaceuticals, Agro
and Food Processing (A&FP) etc.




Kodaikanal
Solar
Observatory




 To commemorate the 125th anniversary year
of the Kodaikanal Solar Observatory,
the Indian Institute of Astrophysics
(I1A), organized the conference on ‘Sun,
Space Weather, and Solar-Stellar
Connections’.

 About

 Establishment: The Kodaikanal Solar
Observatory (KSO) was established on 1
April 1899.

e Location: It is situated near Kodaikanal, ’
Tamil Nadu, on the southern tip of
the Palani Hills. /
4




Primary mirror (M1): Tracks the Sun,

The KOdaIkanaI Tower Tunne' Secondary mirror (M2): Redirects sunlight
Telescope: It features a 3-mirror downward,
Coelostat System com prisi ng: Tertiary mirror (M3): Aligns the beam

horizontally for solar observation.

Discovery of the Evershed Effect (1909): KSO first detected the
effect, which is the radial outflow of gas from sunspots, marking
a major contribution to solar physics.



ISRO’s 100th
Launch: GSLV-
F15 NVS-02




In its 100th launch, the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is set to send off the NVS-02
satellite aboard the GSLV-F15 mission.

NVS-02 Satellite

It is the latest addition to the NavIC constellation with
advanced features that aim to enhance the system’s
accuracy and reliability. Key features of NVS-02 include:




* Advanced Navigation Payload: Operating in three frequency bands—L1, L5, and S—
to ensure high positional accuracy.

* Rubidium Atomic Frequency Standard (RAFS): A precise atomic clock that ensures
accurate timekeeping, a critical component for navigation services.

* The satellite will serve applications such as navigation, precision agriculture, emergency
response, fleet management, and mobile device location services.



The seven sisters in 1space

position information in India and |soo km atound the lndnan mainland Hefes 3 look at how lt works

Covers India and up to S

1,500km ==

beyond its borders

- Star Sensor Propellant Tank

Solar Panel

3

extremely
accurate
rubidium
atomic clocks
ineach satellite

LiquidApogee

motor

\ 4 satellites in
' geosynchronousorbit-

\ inpairs, move in two

\  orbits - appear from

ground to travel in
figure ‘8’ - assist in
accurate position
determination

architecture
has three
different
segments:
space
segment,
ground and
user

Open to all

users

Accuracy
better than

20

metres

3 satellites in geostationary orbit - appear from
ground to be at fixed positions in the sky




Standard Restricted Service (RS):
Posn-lomng Two types Encrgpfed service
Serv,ce (SPS): GfServices prowdgd only to Th'e
Provided to all the authorised users (like the
users military)

¢ Has a position accuracy of | retter than20 m e Each of NavlC satellites have

three rubidium clocks.
e Applications: Navigation,

disaster management, precise
timing, mapping, etc.

Rubidium (Rb) clocks are Tgpe
of atomic clocks. Rubidium
I8EKkS! are smaller and Iess

cos'rlg but slightly less
accurate than cesium clocks.

GLONASS Galileo
(Russia) 4 Global (European Union)
Navigation

GPS (U.S.) O—x SUstemS BeiDou (China)
4 Satellites

2 Regional Navigation Systems: are in inclined (29° to the

e NaviC (India) equatorial plane)
e QZSS (Japan)




Word of the day

Fastidious:
giving careful attention to detail; hard to please

Synonyms: Perfectionist, critical, particular

USBgEZ She is very fastidious about keeping
her room clean.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/fastidiouspro

International Phonetic
Alp habet: /feestidias/




* How many total Padma Awards were given in 2025?
- 2025 7 Fel fFaet TgH WEHFR T w7

*A.120
B. 130
C. 139
D. 150



* Who among the following received the Padma Vibhushan award
posthumously in 2025?

- Ffaf@d & @ R4 2025 # AN 96 fAWOr EFhR
fear e

¢ A.).S. Khehar / 3.TH. @&
B. Osamu Suzuki / 3TTHTH aa#?r

C. Arijit Singh / 31Reha g
D. P.R. Sreejesh / 9T.31X. sfiorer



* Which cities in India were recognized as "Wetland Cities" under the
Ramsar Convention?

o THAT FodAd & ded ART & e A8 F1 "deols A" & &

H Agdr & 15?7
* A. Bhopal and Jaipur / #TITel I AR
B. Lucknow and Hyderabad / eTWTd 3 sk LRI

C. Udaipur and Indore / 39T 3R sekk
D. Chennai and Pune / O+ IR g‘ﬁ'



 What disease was found to be prevalent among Assam’s tea plantation
workers?

-ﬂgﬂ%ﬂﬂwmﬁﬁammmwﬁw
?
* A. Tuberculosis / dafea (&) g

B. Chronic Pulmonary Aspergillosis (CPA) / HIeTh ToHATTl

TER AN aT (CPA
C. Silicosis / ﬁﬁ?ﬂé‘ﬂ'

4

D. Dengue / ?ﬂ]‘\



 What was the cause of Assam's high CPA prevalence?
A H CPA#Y 3T ST &T HRUT FIAT UT?

* A. Air pollution / dII
B. Poor nutrition qna kitchen smoke exposure / @I YT 3T TAE
F U & §9F A 3l

C. Contaminated drinking water / gﬁ:; qgSTol ‘
D. Lack of vaccination programs / HIAHAT hT FHA



* Who was Dr. K.M. Cherian, who passed away recently?

. gTeT 81 H feg9ra 1. +.vH. INTT i A2

* A. A space scientist / T 3IdRaT dATAS
B. India’s pioneer cardiac surgeon / HRd & 3raroft gad UMed
ICIETRED
C. A nuclear physicist / T&h 9IHTIT Hifas Q!
D. A mathematician / Th LG



 What was the key achievement of the PSLV-C60 mission?
* PSLV-C60 AT 1 9@ 3uciey 4T Ai?

* A. First Indian satellite docklng experiment / 9gdll AT Y
ST{eRaT JANIT

B. India’s first private satellite launch / HRd T Ygell Gl 3Y9dlg
qaIqoT

C. First manned spaceflight / 9T HATIddd afker A=
D. Chandrayaan-4 lander test / dgdle1-4 o=t gdietor



 Which African region is seeing a decline in French influence?

« AT & 5T T H B FT AT °U< T@T &2

* A. East Africa / qa“f 3TWRTRT
B. North Africa /3T'Iff 3THTRT
C. West Africa / 9fad 3rhYehT
D. Central Africa / & 3TTHIhT



e What is a Black Panther?

. sl U F4T 872
* A. A rare species of panther / YU &$T TH g

B. A melanistic big cat / T& Addf¥cH d3f facell
C. A different species from leopards and jaguars / ?I'gl!' IR ST ITATY q

9T U YoTia
D. A fictional superhero / T &HTeUlah !;TR%’RT



 What is SEBI’s Sachetisation Plan?

* SEBI T HTCTSAUT AISTAT FAT 872

* A. A new e-wallet system for digital payments / RBfoe 3111?"7{ &
foT v 7471 $-arele RAweA

B. A stock market regulation for small traders / oic il & e
AW TR fafaaaeT

C. A plan to allow small-ticket mutual fund investments / ol feahe
Y3 63 faer A AegAfT S A Arerar

D. A tax-saving scheme for salaried individuals / 313130 cafFaaY &
faT = F-gad Qe



Fun fact
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