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Earth Hour Day 2023 is 
celebrated on March 25. And the 

official theme for this year's 
celebration is "Invest in Our 

Planet," a continuation of the 
theme from 2022. 

अथ# आवर ड े2023 25 माच# को 
मनाया जाता है। और इस वष# के 
उ?सव का आ@धकाBरक Cवषय 

"हमारे Eह मF Gनवेश करF" है, जो 
2022 से थीम कK Gनरंतरता है।



• This event, organized by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), participants turn off all lights and 
electrical appliances in their homes and offices for an hour.

• Earth Hour is an annual event that takes place on the last Saturday of March. This year, on March 
25 at 8.30 pm local time.

• For example, in Mongolia, WWF will host a sustainable fashion show featuring upcycled clothing, 
while in Latvia, they will host their traditional Earth Hour concert and nature hikes.

• व"ड$ वाइड फंड फॉर नेचर (ड0"यूड0"यूएफ) 5वारा आयोिजत इस काय$=म म?, ABतभागी एक घंटे 
के Hलए अपने घरL और काया$लयL म? सभी रोशनी और OबजलQ के उपकरणL को बंद कर देते हV।

• अथ$ आवर एक वाYष$क काय$=म है जो माच$ के अंBतम शBनवार को होता है। इस साल 25 माच$ को 
^थानीय समयानुसार रात 8.30 बजे।

• उदाहरण के Hलए, मंगोHलया म?, ड0"यूड0"यूएफ एक ^थायी फैशन शो कd मेजबानी करेगा, िजसम? 
अपसाइeकल कपड़L कd Yवशषेता होगी, जबeक लातYवया म?, वे अपने पारंपgरक अथ$ आवर संगीत 
काय$=म और AकृBत कd सरै कd मेजबानी कर?गे।



• The event was first introduced in Sydney, Australia, in 2007 by WWF and its partners as a symbolic 
lights-out event to raise awareness about climate change.

• The first Earth Hour was held on March 31, 2007, at 7:30 pm local time, in which around 2.2 million 
people in Sydney participated. The following year, Earth Hour was held internationally for the first 
time, with more than 50 million people from 35 countries taking part. Since then, the event has 
grown in popularity and has become a global phenomenon, with millions of people from over 190 
countries taking part in the event.

• इस घटना को पहल- बार 2007 म4 5सडनी, ऑ:;े5लया म4 ड>?यूड>?यूएफ और उसके भागीदारH Iवारा 
जलवायु पMरवतOन के बारे म4 जागPकता बढ़ाने के 5लए एक RतीकाSमक रोशनी-आउट कायOWम के Pप 
म4 पेश Xकया गया था।

• पहला अथO आवर 31 माचO, 2007 को :थानीय समयानुसार शाम 7:30 बजे आयोिजत Xकया गया 
था, िजसम4 5सडनी म4 लगभग 2.2 5म5लयन लोगH ने भाग 5लया था। अगले वषO, अथO आवर पहल- 
बार अंतरराd;-य :तर पर आयोिजत Xकया गया, िजसम4 35 देशH के 50 5म5लयन से अfधक लोगH ने 
भाग 5लया। तब से, इस कायOWम कh लोकiRयता म4 वIृfध हुई है और यह एक विैmवक घटना बन 
गई है, िजसम4 190 से अfधक देशH के लाखH लोग इस कायOWम म4 भाग ले रहे हp।



• What’s the difference between Earth Hour and Earth Day?
• Whereas Earth Hour stands as a climate change initiative where people 

reduce their electricity usage, Earth Day (April 22) celebrates our natural 
environment by inspiring people to plant trees, recycle regularly and keep 
the planet tidy.

• अथ# आवर और अथ# ड ेम, -या अतंर है?
• जब7क अथ# आवर एक जलवायु प=रवत#न पहल के ?प म, खड़ा है जहां लोग अपने 
DबजलE के उपयोग को कम करत ेहG, पJृवी Lदवस (22 अQलै) लोगS को पेड़ लगाने, 
TनयUमत ?प से रEसायकल करने और Vह को साफ रखने के Uलए Qे=रत करके हमारे 
QाकृTतक वातावरण का जYन मनाता है।



We are on course to breach by 
2030 the 1.5°C global temperature 
increase limit set by the Paris 
Climate Agreement.

1
According to the International 
Energy Agency (IEA), global CO2 
emissions reached a record high in 
2019, with 33.1 gigatons of CO2 
released into the atmosphere. 

2
हम 2030 तक पे+रस जलवाय ु
समझौत े6वारा 7नधा:+रत 1.5 >ड@ी 
सेिCसयस विैEवक तापमान व6ृGध 
कH सीमा का उCलंघन करने जा 
रहे हL।

3
अतंरा:OPQय ऊजा: एजTसी (IEA) के 
अनसुार, विैEवक CO2 उWसज:न 
2019 मT +रकॉड: उZच \तर पर 
पहंुच गया, िजसमT 33.1 गीगाटन 
CO2 वातावरण मT जारQ `कया गया।

4



• Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is now reaching levels 50% higher than before the industrial 
revolution.

• According to the Global Risks Report 2020 by the World Economic Forum, the five risks that are 
most likely to occur over the next decade are all related to climate change. These risks include 
human-made environmental disasters, failure to take action on climate change, natural disasters, 
loss of biodiversity, and extreme weather events

• वातावरण म? काब$न डाइऑjसाइड अब औ5योkगक =ांBत से पहले कd तुलना म? 50% अkधक ^तर 
पर पहंुच रहQ है।

• व"ड$ इकोनॉHमक फोरम 5वारा nलोबल gर^क gरपोट$ 2020 के अनुसार, अगले दशक म? िजन पांच 
जोoखमL कd सबसे अkधक संभावना है, वे सभी जलवायु पgरवत$न से संबंkधत हV। इन जोoखमL म? 
मानव BनHम$त पया$वरणीय आपदाएं, जलवायु पgरवत$न पर कार$वाई करने म? Yवफलता, AाकृBतक 
आपदाएं, जैव YवYवधता कd हाBन, और चरम मौसम कd घटनाएं शाHमल हV।

























































































Directed Energy 
Weapons and Hypersonic 

Weapons

Daily Current Affairs



• Recently, India’s Air Chief Marshal highlighted the need to push 
the development of Directed Energy Weapons (DEWs) and 
Hypersonic Weapons and integrate them into its airborne platforms 
to get the desired range and accuracy.



• A DEW is a weapon that 
destroys, damages or 
incapacitates its target with 
highly focused energy, 
including laser, microwaves or 
particle beams.

What is a Directed Energy Weapons (DEW)?

• …………



• LASER Weapon Systems 
(LaWS): As the name suggests, 
laser weapons are based on laser 
beams fired from an apparatus.
• Microwave DEW. Any weapon 

which has a microwave range 
between 300 MHz and 300 GHz 
is generally classified as a 
microwave weapon

Types of DEW

• …………



• Particle-Beam DEW. Particle-beam 
DEW use a directed flow of 
charged or neutral particles as a 
damaging factor.
• Plasma DEW. Plasma DEW fire a 

beam stream of plasma, which is an 
excited state of matter consisting of 
atomic nuclei and free electrons. 
• Sonic DEW. Sonic DEW use sound 

as a means to injure, kill or 
incapacitate.

• …………



• Directional Atom. This idea 
involves the creation of a special 
atomic warhead that transfers most 
of the explosion energy in a given
direction. 

• …………



• Such weapons can be deployed 
stealthily and if used right with 
comparatively less collateral damage.

• Logistical problems of procuring 
more ammunition are eliminated as 
the surplus amount of energy is all 
that is needed

• Cheaper to operate than conventional 
weapons depending on certain 
operational factors

Advantage

• …………



• The research into DEW’s is a 
financially draining task
• The practical applications of 

some DEW’s are questionable
• Counter against such weapons is 

not hard to come by. For 
example, laser beams can be 
weakened by water vapour and 
dust.

Disadvantage

• …………



• A hypersonic weapon is one that 
can hit its target five to ten times 
(Mach 5 to Mach 10) the speed of 
sound.
• This is extremely complex 

technology, which also needs to be 
able to handle high temperatures, 
making the hypersonic systems 
extremely costly.

What is Hypersonic Technology weapon?

• …………



• Hypersonic Cruise Missiles (HCM): It is a typical cruise missile which is 
‘all the way powered’ to achieve hypersonic speeds of Mach 5 or higher.

• Hypersonic Glide Vehicles (HGV): Such a vehicle is also called a 
‘wave-rider’ because it uses the shock waves generated by its own flight 
as a lifting surface to enhance the lift-to-drag ratio to reach the 
hypersonic regime of Mach 5 or even more. A typical HGV is launched 
by any solid propellant rocket/missile which can give it the initial boost.

What are the two Main Versions of Hypersonic Weapons?





The exact details on technology used by China in this particular test are not known through 
media sources. But most of the hypersonic vehicles primarily use the scramjet technology.



• Scramjets are a category of 
engines designed to handle 
airflows of speeds in multiples 
of the speed of sound.

What is scramjet technology?





Russia

France

Germany
The United 
Kingdom
Israel

Other Countries with DEWs



• 1KW laser Weapon: DRDO has 
tested a 1KW laser weapon which 
hit a target 250m away.
• Directionally Unrestricted Ray-

Gun Array (DURGA) II: DRDO 
has initiated a project DURGA II, 
which is a 100-kilowatt 
lightweight DEW.

India’s DEWs and Hypersonic Technology Projects

• …………



• Hypersonic Technology 
Development: Hypersonic 
technology in India has been 
developed and tested by both 
DRDO and ISRO.

• …………



Ban on Transgendered 
female athletes

Daily Current Affairs



• Transgender women have been barred from competing in the 
female category by World Athletics (WA). WA is the international 
governing body for track and field.

• The ban has been put for those transgender women who have 
experienced male puberty.



• The WA’s Eligibility Regulations 
for Transgender Athletes focuses 
on the physical advantages men 
have over women post-puberty.

• The differences that arise from 
puberty require classification of 
the athletes. 

Why have transgender women been barred?

• …………



• Due to this, there are separate 
competition for men and women 
athletes.

• However, transgender women were 
misusing their categories. For 
example, Lia Thomas used hormone 
replacement therapy and moved from 
the men’s category to the women’s 
category. 

• She started breaking records in the 
IVY League competition after that.

• …………



• Under the previous rules, there 
was no blanket ban, but 
transgender women had to reduce 
the amount of blood testosterone 
to 5 nanomoles per litre (nmol/L) 
and maintain this level for 12 
months in order to participate.

What were the rules for transgender women before WA’s ban?

• …………



• It is a hormone that is primarily 
produced in the testicles in males 
and in smaller amounts in the 
ovaries in females.
• It is responsible for the 

development of male physical 
characteristics such as increased 
muscle mass, bone density, and 
body hair.

What is Testosterone?

• …………



• In January, WA had come up with the 
‘preferred option’ for transgender 
women. Instead of a complete ban, 
WA said it would allow transgender 
women to compete in the female 
category but would reduce the blood 
testosterone limit to below 2.5nmol/L 
for two years — basically cutting it 
down by half, and doubling the time 
period before they become eligible to 
compete.

What had WA initially proposed?

• …………



• The International Olympic Committee’s Framework on Fairness released in 
November 2021 stated that “athletes are not excluded solely on the basis of 
their transgender identity or sex variations”.

• But the IOC had put the onus on sports federations to put in place rules. FINA 
implemented a ban last year.

• However, it was World Rugby in 2020 which became the first international 
sports federation to bar transgender women from the female competition. 
Following this, Rugby Football League and Rugby Football Union also banned 
transgender women from the female competition.

• Last year, British Triathlon implemented a similar ban.

Which other sports have banned transgender female athletes?



• The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019 
defines “Transgender person”, as a person whose gender does 
not match with the gender assigned to that person at birth and 
includes trans-man or trans-woman (whether or not such person 
has undergone Sex Reassignment Surgery or hormone therapy 
or laser therapy or such other therapy), a person with intersex 
variations, genderqueer and person having such socio-cultural 
identities as Kinner, hijra, aravani and jogta.

Who are Transgender ?



DigiClaim

Daily Current Affairs



• Union Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare has launched the 
National Crop Insurance Portal’s digitized claim settlement module 
namely DigiClaim under the ambit of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana (PMFBY)

• Developed by the integration of the National Crop Insurance Portal 
(NCIP) and the Public Finance Management System (PFMS)



• make farmers self-reliant and 
strong

• reduce claim reversal and 
enable farmers to track their 
claim settlement process 

• claims will be processed 
directly to their respective 
bank accounts

Benefits

• ………

…..



Guillotine

Daily Current Affairs



• The ongoing stalemate in Parliament has led to speculation that the 
government may guillotine the demands for grants and pass the 
Finance Bill without any discussion.



• The term "guillotine" in legislative 
contexts refers to grouping and 
accelerating the passage of financial 
business.

• Following the presentation of the 
Budget, Parliament has a three-week 
break, during which the House 
Standing Committees review and 
compile reports on Requests for 
Grants from various Ministries.

What is Guillotine?

• …………



• The Business Advisory Committee 
(BAC) creates a timetable for 
discussions regarding the Demands 
for Grants after Parliament 
reconvenes.
• The House cannot debate all 

expenditure requests due to time 
constraints; as a result, the BAC 
selects a few crucial Ministries for 
discussion.

• …………



• After the House has completed 
debating grant-related issues, the 
Speaker uses the "guillotine," 
putting all pending requests for 
grants up for a vote at once. This 
often takes place on the final day set 
out for the budget discussion.
• It is intended to ensure speedy 

passage of the Finance Bill, which 
will signify the end of the budgetary 
legislative process.

• …………



• Each Bill is allotted a specific 
amount of time for consideration in 
Parliament. 

• A Bill is usually composed of several 
clauses. Once the allotted time to 
discuss the clauses of the Bill is over, 
the Speaker of the House rolls out 
guillotine closure. 

• The undiscussed clauses of a bill or 
resolution are placed for vote 
alongside the discussed portions.

How does the procedure work?

• …………



• Once the Speaker of the House 
applies the guillotine, all the 
outstanding demands for grants, 
whether discussed or not, are put to 
vote at once. 

• The Appropriations Bill is formally 
introduced by the government, which 
gives them permission to seek funds 
out of the Consolidated Fund of 
India. 

What happens after the guillotine is applied?

• …………



• After being enacted, this Bill 
becomes the Appropriation Act. 

• The Finance Bill is then brought up 
for discussion following the vote on 
the Appropriations Bill. 

• The sections and changes of the 
Finance Bill are only discussed in 
relation to the tax measures. 

• The Finance Act becomes part of the 
law after this bill is passed, and the 
final budget is approved.

• …………



Sagar Manthan 
Dashboard

Daily Current Affairs



• Recently, the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways 
(MoPSW) launched Sagar Manthan dashboard.



• The digital platform is designed 
to have all integrated data related 
to the ministry and other 
subsidiaries. 
• The inauguration ceremony was 

attended by MoS, MoPSW Shri 
Shripad Y. Naik, MoS, MoPSW
Shri Shantanu Thakur and other 
officials from the ministry.

Sagar Manthan Dashboard

• …………



• The platform, which was 
developed in-house under the 
guidance of Sudhanshu Pant, the 
Secretary of MoPSW, was 
completed efficiently in less than 
1.5 months.

• …………



1. Data visualization

2. Real-time monitoring

3. Improved communication

4. Data-driven decision making

5. Increased accountability

Key Features 

• …………



• It also promotes real-time project 
tracking, risk management, 
resource allocation, and progress 
reporting.

• The dashboard in the future 
would further be integrated with 
Input from the CCTV camera, 
Live streaming from Drones, and 
AI-based Algorithms.

• …………



The Hindu 
Vocabulary



Prudent (Adjective): िववेकपणूZ : careful and 
avoiding risks, sensible

Synonyms: cautious, judicious, intelligent, 
discreet

Antonyms: imprudent, injudicious, 
careless



Compliant (आ-ाकारी): disposed to agree 
with others or obey rules, especially to an 
excessive degree; acquiescent.

Synonyms: pliant, amenable, obedient

Antonyms: stubborn, adamant



Escalate (बढ़ाना) : increase rapidly, make 
or become more intense or serious.

Synonyms: intensify, heighten

Antonyms: diminish, abbreviate



Functionary (पदािधकारी) - A person 
who functions in a specified capacity.

Synonyms - Assistant, Broker, 
Commissioner, Lawyer



Objurgate (Verb) : आपिX होना : to 
express public or formal disapproval of

Synonyms: reprimand, censure, 
condemn

Antonyms: laud, praise, approve





Consider the following statements

When the Kangaroo Closure motion is passed only the 
important clauses of a bill are discussed and voted.

Guillotine Closure is the time allocated for discussion of a 
particular bill or resolution is over, all the undiscussed 
clauses are put to vote along with the discussed ones.

Choose the correct statements:

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

…………….



Answer – C

Types of Closure Motion

•Simple Closure: If the matter is sufficiently discussed then the member 

might move a Simple closure motion.

•Closure by Compartments: For discussion, the bill or a resolution is 

grouped together into compartments. Therefore a particular section or 

group of sections in a bill can be put to vote.



•Kangaroo Closure: When this type of closure motion is passed, only the 

important clauses of a bill are discussed and voted. The remaining 

clauses are deemed to be passed

•Guillotine Closure: When the time allocated for discussion of a 

particular bill or resolution is over, all the undiscussed clauses are put 

to vote along with the discussed ones on the Guillotine.



Abel Prize is conferred to recognise

outstanding contributors of which 

field?

a) Architecture

b) Mathematics

c) Journalism

d) Sports

…………….



Answer – B

•The Abel Prize is conferred every year by the King of Norway to 

recognize one or more outstanding mathematicians.

•The Abel Prize for mathematics was awarded to Argentine-American 

Luis Caffarelli, an expert in “partial differential equations” which can 

explain phenomena ranging from how water flows to population 

growth.



Consider the following statements:

1. The Constitution of India provides for disqualification 

of an MP if convicted in the criminal case.

2.The Tenth Schedule of the Constitution provides for the 

disqualification of an MP on grounds of defection.

Select the correct statements using the codes given below:

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

…………….



Answer – B

•Statement 1 is incorrect. The Representation of The People Act (RPA), 

1951 mandates that an MP can be disqualified convicted in the criminal 

case. Statement2 is correct. 

•The Tenth Schedule of the Constitution provides for the 

disqualification of an MP on grounds of defection. 



Consider the following statements regarding defamation:

1. In India, defamation can both be a civil wrong and a criminal 
offence, depending on the objective they seek to achieve.

2. A Civil offence sees a wrong being redressed with monetary 
compensation, while a criminal law seeks to punish a 
wrongdoer with a jail term to create a deterrence effect.

3. In a Criminal Offence, defamation has to be established beyond 
reasonable doubt but in a civil defamation suit, damages can be 
awarded based on probabilities.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 & 3 only

c) 1 & 3 only

d) 1, 2 & 3

…………….



Answer – D
• In India, defamation can both be a civil wrong and a criminal offence, depending on 

the objective they seek to achieve.

• A Civil offence sees a wrong being redressed with monetary compensation, while a 
criminal law seeks to punish a wrongdoer and send a message to others not to 
commit such acts, with a jail term.

• In a Criminal Offence, defamation has to be established beyond reasonable doubt 
but in a civil defamation suit, damages can be awarded based on probabilities.



Consider the following statements:

1. 6G technology is expected to have higher latency than 

5G.

2. 6G aims to be more energy-efficient and better at using 

whatever spectrum is available for the network.

Select the correct statements using the codes given below:

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

…………….



Answer – B

•Statement 1 is incorrect. 6G technology is expected to have lower 

latency than 5G. Statement 2 is correct. 6G aims to be more energy-

efficient and better at using whatever spectrum is available for the 

network.


