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Which country recorded the highest number of internet shutdowns in 2024?

2024 # W AHUF FeTeie a4 ohw o # §§7?

A. India / ARd

B. Pakistan / 9TfehedTeT
C. Myanmar / FITHR
D. Russia / &H




D How many internet shutdowns did India experience in 2024?

9'?‘9 20247 HRd # fhaedl aR et 9 fham aam?

A.72

B. 84
C.91

D. 102



* Which Indian state became the first to implement the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) on
January 27, 2025?

+ HRA A 27 FAa 2025 F FAW ARIRS el (UCC) AR FIA TeAT TGl
AT FiT 9T 412

« A. Uttar Pradesh / 3dX 92
B. Madhya Pradesh / AT Ye2r
C. Uttarakhand / 3d1@s
D. Rajasthan / JToT €Tl




* Under the new UCC law in Uttarakhand, failing to register a live-in relationship can
result in which of the following penalties?

» ITES F AT UCCHFST & ded, TAa-8e7 Hael FT Tollhor o 0 W F0
a3 fer smuwen?

» A.50,000 fine / 350,000 FT STATEAT
B. Up to 6 months |mpr|sonment & 25,000 fine / 6 ?Flflﬁ' d& I I 3R X25,000
|
C. Communlty service for 1 year / 1 €Tel $Y %rmaﬁa; qar
D. No penalty / IS ag gl




* . What is the key objective of Microsoft’s 'Farm Vibes' project?

- ABHIIFS & "G aEeq’ IRANSTAT FT HET 3552T FT 872

* A. Improving farming efficiency using Al-based squtions/UBi@-B-lTﬂTﬂ?l‘ HHATETAT
HT IYGNT Flh a?% GaTdT ¥r YR HI&AT
B. Providing flnanaal assistance to farmers/ﬁm'l?l’r H fohiT GerIar vereT Har

C. Developing genetically modified crops/m T O AT wHaT &A1
far T FT

D. Encouraging organic farming practices/ﬁﬁﬂ? Hjﬁ' qYT3T Al CHC G




* Which festival is celebrated by Assam's Mising tribe as an agricultural and cultural
event?

- 3w f AT Feenfa @Err FR 3R wesfas scaa & w0 & &l @
AR ACRIT JATdT 872
* A. Ali Ai Ligang / 3TelY 3$ foreTmer
B. Hornbill Festival / gleiTaiel HA@lcHd
Aglcad

C. Mopin Festival /
D. Chapchar Kut / 999X %C




A high-level delegation from Maharashtra is in Paris to seek UNESCO World
Heritage status for how many forts of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj?

HERTSC &I Tah 3o T yfafafwsa saufa Qo #sre & Fda

frel & AT e g e 71 gaf AFe & v 9RE =T §72




* Which country recently received humanitarian assistance from India after being hit
by Tropical Storm SARA?

+ BT AT U FTF & A I feTtT o ART § gH1fAaT 8 & a1 #Ra @
AT AT UI°d T T@T 872

* A. Honduras ?@Tﬂ'

B. Mexico /

C. Indonesia /Sgﬁﬂ'!ﬂ

D. Philippines / fhelidi




* The Ministry of Mines recently reclassified which of the following as major minerals?

-wﬂm#mﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁaﬁ#ﬁﬁwaﬁa#mﬁ
Qelddithd fHar?

9 (&

e A. Bauxite, Iron Ore, Copper, Lead/m Fﬁg A&, ?-l'IET T
B. Barytes, Feldspar, Mica, Quartz/aﬂw bestuR, HF, H-TﬂéTrl'
C. Graphite, Nickel, Zinc, Tm/U:TCb'IET ﬁﬁw_el' SED ﬁ?l'

D. Silver, Uranium, Lithium, Titanium / 9T<l, a%ﬁrem, fofdas, esefaas




Who has been appointed as the Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister?

YUAHA F YU |@fET & ® 7 FY Aged Far o g2

A. Ajay Bhushan Pandey / 3TsTd 3{9YT 92
B. Shaktikanta Das / 2IT9dehId ST

C. Arvind Panagariya / 3RTd¢ 9TarfedT

D. Amitabh Kant / 3TfRATST &id
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India sole nation
fto curb Net over
communal unrest
Most of these shutdowns
occurred in Marmnipur

ALLEGED ANTI-INDIA SLOGAN
Man's shop razed over
accusation against son

EX-CI1 LALIT TELLS PANEL
‘Simultaneous polls Bill
will fail legal challenge’

High-flying Kerala
takes on Vidarbha

NEWS » PAGE S
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SPORT » PAGE 17

-

T.N. CM calls an
all-party meet
on ion

Slush and water seepage hinder
Telangana tunnel rescue efforts

Around 5000 litres of water see;
mud and debris: Border Roads €

B. Chandrashekhar

cHENNAL
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Szalin has convered a
all-party meeting at the
Secretasiat in Chennas on
March 5 to discuss the

impact of the proposed
deSmnation exercise, which
may lead to a jon in the
rumber of Lok Sabha seats in
the State. » PAGE

of water and

completely filled with mud

ebris, could endan-

er the lives of the rescue
nel.

Speaking to newsper-

sons at the site after a re-

the

“temporary” provision, Jammu
& Kashrmir Choef Minister Omar
Abdullah on Tuesday sald that
3 piebiscite was promised at
the time of the erstahile
State's accession. » PAGE 4

“India, U.S. are in
te

access for U.S. products and
increase U.S. energy purchases,
o matigate pressure from
reciprocal tanfls. 3 PAGE 12

spending to 2.59% of GDP
during 2027 and mamtain that

Tuesday. o PAGE 14

the
operation, State lrnganon
Minister N. Uttam Kumar
Reddy said the tunnel
around the collapse spot
had ome unstable.

to join

Mitting a hurdie: Rescue teams ¢ the SLEC project site at in Telangan.

Seepage of water inside the

the rescue teams, he sasd.

Two more agencies —
the Border Roads Organi-
sation (BRO) and the CSIR-

with the silt, was making
e task very difficult for

search Insiitene (N(.Rl) —
will join the rescue opera-

2 o Tuesday. NAGAR COPRL
tions from Wednesday. Al-
ready nine agencies, in-
cluding the Army and the
Navy, are at the site.

Minister said that

even the divers of the Ha.
vy's special forces unit

lnto the tunnel e\er\ minute: rescue agencies find the last SO-metre stretch filled with
] s today: State Minister says accident site has become unstable

tage of slush was found to
be more than 70%, making
it highly difficult for them,
Mr. Kumar sal

tests

He said efforts were on to
dewater and remove slush
to rea spot where

ers, two techni-
cal staffers and four work-
ers are trapped after a part
of the roof collapsed. A
tunnel boring machine is

'l'he samplg of slush
were also sent for geologi-

Strands of all hues

s A vancor solling thrmads at e Sangans on the eve of the Maha Sharats! festival celebrabed ot part of the Mabia Kismbsh
v

eta
Prangvx)aﬂ Tuesday.

D AEPORT. PAGE 51

Russia at UN,
calls for ‘swift
end’ to war

Reuters
UNITED NATIONS

The UN Secuw

n n
gne.” but “a starring point
for future efforts
peaceful rmenc

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 14

AAP caused Delhi
exchequer loss of
2,000 crore: CAG

Audit

heck: Dethi Minister Kapil Mishra holding the CAG report.

wihich was tabled in the Assernbly on Tuesday. SH% KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Jhe Hindu Burcau

NEW DELHI

The Delhi exchequer lost
22,002 crore In revenue
due to the poor implemen-

~These implementation
issues of the new policy
(Delhi Excise Policy 2021~
22) led to a loss of revenue

rious liquor and check
bootlegging. However, lm-

nt measure: ich
“rere planned i the policy
Iike setting up of Hquor
testing laboratories, batch
testing for rigorous qualicy

(ED), and the Central Bu-
reau oflnvesuganon B
~Based >

there must be mmszgganon

and regulauun through

former

mf Minister Manish Siso-

dia are among those who
were arrested and jailed on
charges of corruption in
the excise policy. The two
top leaders are currently
out on bail.

“Deliberate o -
The AAP blamed the reve-
nue shortfall on -deliber-
ate obstruction™ of the ex-
cise policy by the
Lieutenant-Governor, the
> D

m,
new BjP-Jed Cabinet had
decided to table the pend-

CAG n the Del-
hi Asseml

According to the CAG re-
port , the Delhi govern-
ment suffered a revenue
loss of approximately TS890
crore due to its failure to
re-tender the surrendered

an addi
Bonal lets of Sies crore
due to the waiver of licence
fees, and ¥27 crore due to
the incorrect collection of
security deposits from zo-
nal

Congress ex-MP Sajjan Kumar sentenced
to second life term in anti-Sikh riots case

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELH)

A Delhi court on Tuesday

awarded life imprisonment

to former Congress MP Saj-
connecti

from the
record that victims in this
case not oaly wimessed
the brutal killings of their
family members at the
cm
=

Saijan Kumar

hands of the rioting mob

the ing
amtriicricios o thals dvwell:
ing and loo
thetr belongings
~The helplessness of the
victims and the lack of any
support whatsoever
the and also

the police has also been es-
tablished from their un-

mars

the court said. “In these

only
ter he saw a photo of the
MP ina

In 2014, the Centre con-

NEW DELHI

The Supreme

setting aside the Election
c

re-opened  and
prof

The SIT, in its chargesh-
eet, had alleged that Xu-

ment, the mob alive

victims. , burnt their
house and attacked their
family members.

‘CLARITY ON CONG. STAND"
»PAGE2

for a byelection to his seat.
Be:

of deprivation and must

only be sustained in excep-

elected representative un-
dermines the voice of the
electorate. In such a situa-
tion, if the in-

Surit Kumar Singh

SC reinstates Bihar RJD MLC, says ouster
was ‘highly excessive, disproportionate’

force discipline within the
House, the court pointed
cue. The primary objective
must be to maintain dec
rum and foster an environ-
ment of construc
bate and deliberation, &
ded.

m court also rebuked
Mr. Singh, finding his con-
duct unbecoming of his
position as a lawmaker.
“There is no place for

and

proportionate,
tional courts owe a duty to
undo such gross injustice
and review ihe proport

ality of such

n
the proceedings of the Par-

liament or the Legislature =

Justice Kant obser

dons or expulsions,” Jus-
tice Kant noted.
nish-

flicted upon the member
concerned appears 0 be
prima facie harsh and dis-

The of p
ment Is not to serve as a
tool for retribution but
rather to uphold and en-

Mr. Singh's July 2024 ex-
puls:

He emain eligib)

all the perks and benefits
of a full term at the end of
his tenure.
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SC grants bail
to ex-Minister
accused of
ransacking
Naidu’s home

Police probing Kerala mass
murder case seek answers

Near]
behind the

The Hindu Burcau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

ing to piece together the
ac led

nister N. C ai-
du's Undavalli residence
with other ¥ Shra-

dinatos eni
Avinash_

Mr. Avinash is accused

of ransacking NTR Bhavan,

the central office of the rul-
ng Telugu Desam Party, at
Mangalagiri  during the
YSRCP regime in October
202

Appearing for Mr. Avi-
nash, senlor Advocate Ka-
pil Sibal submisted that the
alleged attack mvolved ov-
er 80 people and hap-
pened three vears ago.

the melee were only minor
i nature. Mr. Sibal sasd Mr.

Avinash was not idenrified
n the CCTV footage.

Senior advocate Sidd-

harth Luthra, for the State
of Andhra Pradesh, a
the accused were
cooperating__ with
probe and objected to the
interim protection from ar-
rest.

not

events
to the brutal kullnx; ol five

across three separat
Tians in 2 span of just clght
hours, sending

©

waves. the
community.

Nearly swo days afer

crime. investigators

r two days after the crime, the
unprecedented v

Peopie mourn 3s the bodies of the deceased are brougnt for public
5 i nTh

were still unable to deter-
mine a clear motive behind
the unprecedented

family and his smmend

v o determine a clear motive
: 23-vear-old :\ﬂ'an has killed ﬁve people within eight hours

victims were all
found to have suffered
blunt force trauma, consis-
tent with multiple hammer
strikes to the head~ face,
neck and chest. The vic-
tims were laid to rest on
Tuesday.

‘Shemi’s condition re-
mains critical. Affan, who
is being treated at the Go-
vernment Medical College
Hospital for suspected rat
ingestion, is in a sta-

on s

Agitation by staffers
leaves govt. offices

SC refuses to
intervene in

corruption
across T.N. deserted |case against
Kumaraswamy
s Ete
Many State st
fices in Tamil Nadu, lnu:lud» The Court
e State caph Tu to inter-
tal, wore a deserted look vene in a case ng Un-
on Tuesday, with many jon MM of Heavy In-
employees going on ‘mass the of Ministers stries H.D.
ca leave’ as part of a  thrice inthe last four years, misusing

ganisations-Government
Or B

se mo:
sider our demands. W

UACTTO-GEO).
The members of the two

while his

maocher, Shemi.
The post-mortem exam-
of the

ble
tion that Affan may have
been under lhe o fmsts
of

were completed on Tues-
day.

senior offs-
Clal 2aid the blood test re-
sults were awairt

staged a de-
monstration at Ezhilagam
Complex in Chennai, ex-

LDF gains slight lead
in local body bypolls

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The ruling Left Democratic
Front (u)n appears to
have

per ons
for 30 local body wards in
Kerala.

The State Election Com-
mission (SEC) said the LDF
won 15 seats, the Llnll.ed
Democratic Fr

counted on Tuesday.

The SEC canduc:ed the
byelections in body
e TS ittt the

‘Party positions only
for those who work’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

With the possibility of a
State, of office-bearers
diserier at the grassroots level in
in the
Pallippara wards in Kasars: ommittee
Sod  districe, Communist | (KPCC, Deputy Chief M. 3
of India (Marxist) | nister and KPCC president
[CPIAMD] candidates were | D.X. Shival on - N [
elected unopposed. day said party positions DX.Shhmkumar
CPIOD State secre- | were rewarded only ©
tariat stated that the bypoll | those who work sincerely
results contradicted the | and to not “thase who
Congress and the BIP claim | by h in  are

and not those who are with
Ministers in Bengaluru. We
e who

that an-

ger against the LDF govern-
ment had surged in the
State.

~We need people who
work sincerely on the
ground at the taluk level

Work on the ground and
get results,” the Deputy
Chief Minister told press-
persons here

The
committee of the JACTTO-
GEO will meet and decide

on the further course of ac-
ton.” said Gandhiraj, an of-
ficebearer of T T
GEO. State govern-
o rt

e
acres at Hallage Vaderahal-
1i village in 2007.
“Why did you ddenty
de

ment pa
in the one-day demonstra-
ton in various parts of the
State.

Though Km;chers ook
parl in the 0080

guve:nrn
Dnools in Chennal cont:
nued to function. Several

a Bench compris-
ing Justice Rajesh Bindal,
addressed senior advocate

Mukul Rohatgi and advo-
cate Balajl Srinfvasan, ap-
pearing for

Kurnaraswamy.
The plots in_question
v-we aaquu'e
and

government  emplovees pmession
Many demands Snd teachers saged de. | handed over to the Banga-

© by | lore D Authori-
the representatives said  theJACTTO-GEO invarious | ty (BDA) in September

restoration of the Old Pen-
sion Scheme. had not been
considered by the DMK go-
vernment for the past four
years.
They said Chief Minister
MK Stalin had extended
TO-

er. The protesters also

districts in the central dis-

tricts on Tuesday. The de

nstrations were held at
respective  district

rate. with nd 100
JACTTO-GEO, mbers
taking part. ipat-

1999, Subsequently. ac-
cording to the Stace, the
owner executed sale deeds

d given a representation
to the Chi de-
notify the ;

The State’s case was

ing the request before the
de-notification committee.

INBRIEF

Release of captured leopard
triggers protest in Kerala

The release of a leopar.
est has tri

ard that was capeured

the Bellur grama panchayat in

by for igmered protests, with local
that

from
into the

the
return. On

e might

frve-year-old

Monday,
captured at a private farm at Bellur. It was i
released into the forest. However, residents led

by gr-

ama % lasd
siege to the Divisional Forest Office at Vidyanagar
<n picture) on Monday night in protest against

the release of the animal.

Three Killed in elephant
attack near A.P’s Raiamxta

1n a tragic incident, three pe:

ncl
and two ochers critically | lnjunedv-hen aherdod

heir ey to Siva temple nesded i che thick
halls ac

forests of

Annamayya district of Andhrs Pradesh on

Tuesday morni

ees were from Y.Kota

ing. According to officials, the

nearby. The

herd from
thicket, blocking their way. While a dozen of the
escape from the attack, three were

batch could
trampled to death_

Child trafficking unearthed in
Hvderabad. 11 people arrested

Agangof il -
were in with an

child crafficking racket. During the operation, the
police rescued four infants who had bee

escued f
Hlegally pm(ured ‘and soid to families in Andhra

that prime au:u:\l.‘ed Kristmaveni came {n couch
with one of

social media,

‘wha supplied infants for a pric

ranging from 1.5t €2 lakh each. xrlshna\.enl

n turn, wor
transport nfants to Hyderaba
cm @

e accomplices
abad.

Sivaratri preparations

Vendors from Rajasthan setting up stasis at the R.K. Beach on the eve of Sivaratr in Visakhapatnam on Tuesday. = DEEFRX

Conductor assault case:
minor girl’s parents to
withdraw POCSO case

BELAGAVI

2 fresh development.
the mhmr girl’s family has

the mother said. They ad-
ded that they were not un-

are taking the case back,”

ments for vore hank potis
ics. “Marathi
appeasement potitics’ . af
some Ministers and other
leaders has cost Belagavi
he said. “These

their own selfish interests.~

In Kerala, rift between
associations of actors,
producers intensifies

==

The rift between the asso-
clations of producers and
actors over the propos
cinema strike seems to be
widening.
The Kerala ¥ilm Produc-
ociation

Su Larna;
president of the Peosne.
ation, points out
fhne & foor ACtOTS up-
set about the decision to
publish the box-office re-
turns.

made this statement

when asked about the lead

HC overturns suspension of transport
employee for sleeping during duty hours

the impor-
tance of ~right to sleep™,
and worklife balance of
employees, p:

le of State Tran-

sport C

s without

has
slon oxier passed by the

durtng duzy hours 2 he

Th bo-
said that it would
publish the collections of
movies for February with-
in a few
Asso-:lannn of Ma-
Movi

double shifts ae hours) o
4 hours every day for 60
break.

a 5
Chandrashekhar,

stable with the Kalyan Kar-

nataka d re

sleeping uring  dus
s, went viral on nDclzl

KKRTC's Koppal e A
while allowing Mr. Chan-
drashekhar's petition.

Shortage of staff
Though the KKRTC had
the or-

hla.nse court pointed out
e lnts ekl

Citing the articles of un-
tversal declaration of hu

man ts dealing with
et o yes and isure,
T

vor] ©
4 hours, for 60

long days without break.
Therefore. the action of

for the folly of the corpora-
tion is undoubtedly an ac-
don which suffers from
want of s~

If the petitioner had
slept while on duty, when
his dury was restricted to a

single shift, it would un-
doubtedly become
“misconduct™._

dia ts a part
ork Aha i habaee and

week and 8 hours in a day.

except in exceptional cir-
cumstances, is what is indi-

cated in the covenants.

@ Amx




HC overturns suspension of transport
employee for sleeping during duty hours

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Emphasising the impor-
tance of “right to sleep”,
and work-life balance of
employees, particularly
those working in shifts, the
High Court of Karnataka
has found no fault with a
constable of State Tran-
sport Corporation sleeping
during duty hours as he
was compelled to work for
double shifts (16 hours) of
24 hours every day for 60
days without a break.

Chandrashekhar, a con-
stable with the Kalyan Kar-
nataka Road Transport
Corporation (KKRTC), was
suspended on July 1, 2024,
after a video, showing him
sleeping during duty
hours, went viral on social
media.

Petitioner was made
to work two shifts
(16 hours) for 60
long days without

a break, says court

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
has set aside the suspen-
sion order passed by the
disciplinary authority of
KKRTC’s Koppal division
while allowing Mr. Chan-
drashekhar’s petition.

Shortage of staff

Though the KKRTC had
justified the suspension or-
der, the corporation did
not deny the fact that Mr.
Chandrashekar was made
to work for 16 hours a day
for 60 days without a break
due to shortage of person-
nel in the posts of consta-

bles, the court pointed out.

The court also noted
that corporation’s Vigi-
lance Department, which
had recommended peti-
tioner’s suspension, had al-
so submitted a report that
there were only three con-
stables in the depot; and
the workload on the exit-
ing staff is extremely high
while suggesting to ap-
point two more consta-
bles.

Citing the articles of un-
iversal declaration of hu-
man rights dealing with
“right to rest and leisure,
including reasonable limi-
tation of working hours...”,
and judgments on this is-
sue by other high courts,
Justice Nagaprasanna said
that “the petitioner is
made to overwork by two
shifts in 24 hours, for 60

long days without break.
Therefore, the action of
the KKRTC placing the pe-
titioner under suspension
for the folly of the corpora-
tion is undoubtedly an ac-
tion which suffers from
want of bonafides.”

If the petitioner had
slept while on duty, when
his duty was restricted to a
single shift, it would un-
doubtedly become
“misconduct”.

The court also pointed
out that the covenants in
the International Labour
Organisation to which In-
dia is a part, recognises the
work and life balance and
the hours of work should
not exceed 48 hours in a
week and 8 hours in a day,
except in exceptional cir-
cumstances, is what is indi-
cated in the covenants.
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J&K was promised
plebiscite at time
of accession: Omar

Jammu & Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah

icle 370 as a
~temporary or transitional
was use

time of its accession to In-
diain 1947
~What was the promise

The p
cite. At the time of acces-
slon, J&K's status was not

formalised. It was un-
derstood that its future

on chann

s remarks comes after
a recent interview of fos
er Chief Justice of India
Chandrachud to the BEC,
where he des

& ary and

transitory™

Crar Abdullah

Mr. Abdullah, however,
praised the change in at-
mosphere in J&K after the
abrogation of provisions of
Article 370 in 2019. Refer-
ring o decline in separatist
activis ce 2019, he said.
“1e un-
thinkable earfier Tor the

go: ba provided
\t‘i(h CRPF cow

the office of
the hMireals termed his re.
marks ~ascribing motives
to the security provided™
= &

Peoples D . Par-

Accepting Taliban envoy in Delhi
will undermine India’s credibility’

MADRID

a growing

exiles at Herat Security Dial

India to maintain its stated fore
aliban

rdiny tem)nq_s appeals come

v in New Delhi

Madid to o

gather fora

spproved nominee, ikra-
muddin Kamil, as ‘Acting
Consul-General® Ln Mum-

‘Acting”  Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Mutta-
Qi in Dubai on January 8.
This is the highest-level en-
gagement the Indian go-
has

ty lemslator Waheed-ur-
Rehmaan Parra 100 ques-
tioned Mr. Abdullahs re-
marks about the change in
situation post-2019.

with the Taliban since the
latter took power in Kabul

in November 2024, New
Delhi accepted a Taliban-

bai_ If India were to allow a
HD: nomi-

nee to head the Afghanis-
tan Embassy in Delhi, it

future. e

at the Herat Security Dia-
logue in Madrid organised
by Afghanistan Insti-
tite of Strategic Studies,
which is now based in Lon-
don, former senior officials
and’ diplomats cautioned
any such move.

“This shift [will] mark a
stark departure from In-
dia’s historical stance and

s

terrorists. demonstrating
and

sald India had “done well™
to engage the Taliban, as it
was the ~de facto authori-

= o the

proach rather than one
arfven by shoreeerm £oo-
polisical  calculations.”

der and president of Dis-
placed

fAfghan people. However,
ed

vide legitimacy to the Is-
lamic Emirate at a time it
has refused political dia-
logue

Existing
norms duly
address caste
bias concerns,
NAAC tells SC

NEW DELHL

Weeks after the Supreme
Court directed the Unfver-

across higher education in-
stitutions (HEIs) in India,
me Natonal ment
Council

is en-

ncy sdvocating for :m

and
gaged in the persistent and
of

age:
rights of
conflict.

Mr. Haidari, who was al-

s
cal of ndia’s decision to
engage with the Taliban
while refusing visas to Af-

. including thou-
sands of studemts who
gained admission un-

Indsa.

as a nation that has long
in

Speaking to The Hindu

Asked abou! he posst-
ble move,

women and minoris
or

NS Toas tokd the top

Court to act on caste dis-
crimination allegedl,

correspondent co-
»ered in it SecsorkCy

tan t Prasad, who too
amended the conference.

the Alshantstan tnstttute of
Strategic Studies)

arguing lhls had claimed

nomous body of the UGC,
which is aho listed as a res-
in the pleas, the

Tamal, India’s last imported warship,
likely to be commissioned in June

NEW DELI

The Indian Navy crew that
will operate Tamal, the
stealth frigate under con-
strucdon "~ in  Russa,

St. Pets

week in Prepasation for ks
commissioning, which Is
expe(:ed to take place in
early Jun

The e\-em is significant
as Tamal will be the last
warship to be commis-
sioned outside India or im-
ported. The country now
designs and conseructs its
warshi

S Tirshil was the first =hip to be manutactu:
present deal it was comssioned in December 2024, ANI

grad sfter the wraining to

red in Russia under the

chnology cransfer. A $1-

ow
crew will shift to Kalinin-

pare
ditional foliow-on steaith p :

frigates under an Inter-Go- Tamal has completed
wern trials and is
signed in October 2016.  currenty undergoing State
Under the deal. two ships Committee Trials. & will
aretobeimportedandtwo  then go through delivery

by Goa Shi.  accepeance trisls, both i

pyard Lid. (GSL) under harbour and at sea, which

will be spread over 45 to 50
days, sources said, explain-
ing the process.

The ship’s weapons wil
also be fired after which it
will be ready for commis-

et
INS Tushil, the first ship
0 be mamsfactu
sta under the deal was
commissioned on Décem-
ber 9, 2024 at Kaliningrad

continents through
the journey.

The Navy. which
set up a Directorate of Na-

wa
<a'ax Inskan shipy

Coast Guard helps secure
India’s sovereignty, stops
illegal infiltration: Rajnath

NEW DELsI

The indian
(1OG) caught 115 pirates ov-

er the Last year and seized
an ilegal shipment

Guard

Singh sxid on Tuesdsy, lise
force's

threass,  <he
d must
help combas cyberattacks,
signal jamming. and o

crimes  that
threaten the country, he
added_

By being alert on the
maritime borders. the
Coast Guard not only stops
illegal infiltration but also

ly impacts India‘'s

pos
soves and internal

£
—
e L W

westture ceremony at Bharat
Mandapam in Delhi, ax

security, the Defence Mi-
nister said at the 18th ICG
investiture ceremony
where he conferred 32 gal-
lantry, distinguished ser-
vice, and ser-

cant achievements in mari-
tme safety, security and

es. from
carrying out a major drug
selzure of about ¥37.000
crore. In 1CG

ar.credlllng body said that
its approach t

cludes monitoring quota

it added that there are

for universities to set up
me-

Flagging the emergence
of unconventional threats
due to the katest technolog-
ical =

chanisms.
The petitioners had ar-
gued that the NAAC does
not have any caste discrim-
ination-related metrics or
in their accredi-

called upon the marine
forces, especially the Coast
Guard, to remain alert to

on  Coast

data breach-
radar

ard
“In the last one year,
1CG has achieved signifi-

tation process. In its coun-
ter affidavit, the NAAC
went on to say that it re-
quires institutions to im-
plement  “s) mea-
sures to foster an inclusive
environment~ for students
of all backgrounds.

‘BJP spent 1,755 crore on
poll campaigns, general
propaganda in 2023-24°

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party

ess  spent
2619.672 crore on election-
related expenses. said the

. which the

Big league

The BJF reported

the most income

for 724, far more than the

<embined earnings of the ather 5 national parties, ADR reports

Te7.s36 cr.

*saTTSECr.

*22.65cr

r02248cr.

w1zzsCn

= TOTAL INCOME

total tncome and cxpends-

Among other ex;
the BJP spent ¥349.71 crore
towards

costs, while the Congress
spent $340.7 crore towards
administrative and general

expenses.

“The Commuamist Party of
india  (Marxist) spent
¥56.29 crore on adminis-

Income of T2, 669.865 crore
from  donations  or
contributions.

The BJP. Congress. and
collected 43 36%
(22,524.13 crore) of their to-
tal income from donations
through the now-defunct
electoral bonds.

croreA the T
828 36 crore, and the AAP
( 101 15 crore.

The due date for sub-
mission of annual audited
accounts for the parties
was October 31, 2024, but
only the BSP, NPEP and
.uu- submitted chelr audit

orts on time, while the
Ll’l(l\‘). (_ongress and BIP
submirted after a delay of
ys 66

2 days,
orrig e

SC reserves verdict
on suit against police
encounters in Assam

NEW DELHL
The Assamg nt on
Tu objected
wa publlc Interest petition
of

common

Radical Meitei group seeks
border fencing, Manipur
NRC, Teturn’ of ST status

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

the

a
201 Suprel:ne Court judg-
ment for a sclentific, well-
documented and decistve
investigation by an inde-
pendent agency into 171
police encounters that al-
legedly took place in the
Stat 2021

of
armed radical Meitei outfit

vernor Atay Kumar Bhalls

served over decades
ago In the verdict.

Advocate Prashant

for pe-

titioner Arif mad

A
Yeasin jwaedder, said the
16 guidelines of the PUCL

022
before a

Justice
Surya Kant, Solicitor-Gen-
Sl ot Mt wal this
Judgment in Peopie’s U
Ciil Libereies (PUCL)
versus State of Maharash-
tra on police encounter
was binding on the

Stace and was £ owed o
the >
Tiadt held thar "klllu)gs n

police encounters require
independent _investiga-
tion” to restore the public's

it matter whether the ag-

which
be mndatonl) tollowed

dl.un, Secking barder fenc.
of the

Arambai Te members

by the
were mmpamlym
lated™ by the Assam esta-
blishment. Mr. Bhushan
sought an independent in-
vestigation by a retired Su-
preme e Comare Court 68 High
Coure

He said FIRs were regis-
tered against the victims
and not the poli
involved. He referred to
the statements given by
victims who were shot in
their legs by an “encounter

showed a seneral patcern:
he submit

The court reserved the
case for judgment.

This comes within days
of a call given by Mr. Bhalla
1l civilians to sur-

sue any public

he left Manipur out of the

in a post on X, Jairam
Ramesh said, “The PM has
yet deeply disap-

Tengzol This comes days after
to the media after the Delhi Meitei Coordinaz-
ing C a civil so-
clety o of Meitel

“reinstate~
the Meizel

ST status for
community,
mands.

Rifles, Manipur Police and

rganisation
people in Delhi, had sent
an open invite to PM Modi,
asking him specifically to

DO ek & press meet to

with relevant

express its outrage over al-
that Assam
was “facilitat-

on the meeting.
in the memorandum,

their deporeation. and o

o
of arms in its bid to de-mil-
irarise the population. This
resulted in the surrender-
ing of 48 weapons in valley
and hill districts, it sasd.

eanwhile, Con-
gnss on Tuesday once
targeted Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi after

the transporsation of
Kuki militants™ under the

litson of civil soclery ongan-
isations held a joint meet-
urachandpur,



Tamal, India’s last imported warship,
likely to be commissioned in June

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Indian Navy crew that
will operate Tamal, the
stealth frigate under con-
struction in Russia,
reached St. Petersburg last
week in preparation for its
commissioning, which is
expected to take place in
early June.

The event is significant
as Tamal will be the last
warship to be commis-
sioned outside India or im-
ported. The country now
designs and constructs its
own warships.

The commissioning
crew of around 200 per-
sonnel reached St. Peters-
burg around 10 days ago
for training as the ship will
undergo a series of trials
leading up to its commis-
sioning, officials sources in
the know confirmed. The
crew will shift to Kalinin-

INS Tushil was the first ship to be manufactured in Russia under the
present deal. It was comssioned in December 2024. ANI

grad after the training to
oversee the trials.

The ship is being built as
part of the deal for four ad-
ditional follow-on stealth
frigates under an Inter-Go-
vernmental  Agreement
signed in October 2016.
Under the deal, two ships
are to be imported and two
manufactured by Goa Shi-
pyard Ltd. (GSL) under

technology transfer. A $1-
billion deal was subse-

quently signed for the two
frigates under direct
purchase.

Tamal has completed
manufacturer trials and is
currently undergoing State
Committee Trials. It will
then go through delivery
acceptance trials, both in
harbour and at sea, which

will be spread over 45 to 50
days, sources said, explain-
ing the process.

The ship’s weapons will
also be fired after which it
will be ready for commis-
sioning.

INS Tushil, the first ship
to be manufactured in Rus-
sia under the deal, was
commissioned on Decem-
ber 9, 2024 at Kaliningrad
in the presence of Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh.
The ship reached its home
port in Karwar on Febru-
ary 14 after sailing over
12,500 nautical miles, visit-
ing eight countries across
three continents through
the journey.

The Indian Navy, which
set up a Directorate of Na-
val Design way back in
1970, has, for sometime
now, graduated into a buil-
der’s navy with over 60
warships being construct-
ed at Indian shipyards.




* INS Tamal: The last warship to be commissioned outside India,
marking a shift toward domestic warship production.

(ST TAT: HRA T ITAH Jeedid 5 fager &
hHTRST ST SATTI, wwmﬁﬁmﬁﬁ%nﬁ
SeolTd Y gt £1)




 Commissioning Timeline:
* The Indian Navy crew arrived in St. Petersburg for training.
* Commissioning expected in early June 2025.

(FHATAIT FHIAIET:
« ARAT AQAT T o ﬁm?ﬁv@ttﬁzﬁm‘rwl
+ SfoT 2025 1 YT H FHaATTAer I 3FAIG §lx+)




* Strategic Importance:

* Part of a $S1 billion deal sighed under the 2016 agreement for four stealth
frigates.

* Two ships are being imported from Russia, and two are being built in India.

(ToTelifas Hgca:

+ 2016 o FHSIT & ded IR Tered fhaca o fav $1 fafeae &1
gier T I

-?Wwﬁm%m@ﬁaﬁ%amﬁwm ST @
| % %)




* Final Trials:
* The ship is undergoing State Committee Trials before commissioning.

* Will go through delivery acceptance tests both at harbour and sea before
final induction.

(3rfasr adietor:
» GId HARMT & Tgel T FALA TH 8 TR @ ¢l
aﬁﬂmﬁaﬁﬁmmaﬁtmﬁqﬂwﬁmwm)




* Indian Naval Design:
* The Indian Navy established a Directorate of Naval Design in 1970.

* Since then, India has steadily progressed toward self-reliance in
warship construction.

(AR A¥=T f3sTse:
« AQAT A 1970 F AT Basa Feerea wafug &Ham
gl_‘q' H, ¥R geuaid AT 7 ITcATISRAr $r 3R 96 @
|a|ea|e)




* INS Tushil:

* The first ship under this deal, built in Russia, was commissioned in December
2024 in Kaliningrad.

* |t reached India after sailing 12,500 nautical miles, visiting eight countries
across three continents.
(3mgTeTH qefier: ‘

. 39 A & ded AfAd gger dia, 59 ffaew 2024 #
iﬁﬁm H FAR fhar m|

- 12,500 WA Hrer T ATAT I gU ool Aglgdal H 1S gelt r
EjTI' ﬁfﬁlﬂ**) >




* Growth of Indian Shipyards:

* Over 60 warships are currently being built in Indian shipyards, boosting
domestic industry and employment.

(ARSI Rraargw &1 [Fm:
. IIHERT & gAY R9Es & 60 ¥ 3WF gewdd a7 o ©
e exXe] 3eT 3R AR T Jerar Hd T §lx+)
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SC to hear plea against ‘trial
run’ to dispose Bhopal waste

The Supreme Court on Tuesday agreed to
tmpenely hear perkioners challenging the

chemical waste r-om the Bh

tragedy site

opal
3t Pithampur on Thursday as he first case.
Ried by Justice B.R. Gival tool thie
d.eclxlnn to hear the case without del

addressed the State counsel of Madhya Pradesn

that the court was not

going to &

ntervene unle:

the dumping of the waste was proved to be a
hazard to the population of Pithampur.

AIIMS doctors conduct rare
surgical procedure on teen

7s at the All India lnsmuze ofMedscal

Doctors
Scences {(AIIMS) Delhi have

operated and saved the life of a 17 year-old boy

s been withheld),
developed

lower lmb attached to his abdomen since birth.

‘l’hhhm

rare
mmmeummthehs

doctors. The boy car
week o(}anuary In 3 mult-department

pre-surgery

mmgan‘xu and then performed a

two-and-a-halfhour long operation on the boy,
blood

the limb,

supply.

Partici
for men, it rose to 75%

NEW DELHI

he participation of
men
the 15-59 age group

tively, in 2024 from 70.9%

21.8% i 2019, shows a
survey on time use con-
ducted by the National Sta-
tistics Office.

The time spent by wo-
men in unpaid domestic
services dropped to 305
minutes in 2024 compared
with 315 minutes I 2019,
indicating a shift from un-
paid o paid pursults. the

measured the time spent
by individuals on different

minutes In such engage-
ments.
Men spent 88 minutes a

day
services

in unpaid domestic
for household

ation of women in e
from

: women spent 305 minutes a day in

Although women are spending a little more time an paid work, they

stil manage the bulk of caregiving activities at home. FILE PHITO

members, the survey said.

who
vey's questions spent
minutes a day for activities

related to culture, lefsure,
nd mass media use. “Male
and female  participants

ctively in a
day in such activities,” it
said.

Children between the
age of six and 14 spent 413
minutes a day in learning-
related _activities. “Self-

age of 708 minutes in a day

Women shifting from unpaid
domestic work: govt. survey

loviment-related work increases to 25% in 20.24 from 21L8% in 2019:
TO9%;

domestic services
for persons of age 6 years
and above”

said.
The Ministry added in a
statement that about 41%

tion of men In this a

group in such  activity
stood at 21.4%.
“Also, female partici-

pants in care-giving activi-

74 minutes by male respon-

dents of the

group. This corroborates

the Indian social fabric

wherein most of the care-
for

Free webinar on
hypertension to be
held on February 28

CHENNAL

Naruvi Hospitals, Vellore,
in collsboration with The
Hindu, is set to host a webi-

ss across 1

the fifth installment in the
series.

Panel of experts

it brings together a distin-
guished panel of experts to
discuss various aspects of

e
1d." the Ministry

o\bou( 16.8% of the pop-
ulation pardcipared in'peo-
ducing goods for their own
final use and they spent 116

minutes a day in doing
such activities.
_The surv covered

¢rural: 2,85,389 and urban-
1.68,803).

Dr. Chockalingam,

MGR Medical University,
Chennal, will address the
treatment aspects of hy-
pertens!

Dr. V- Jacob Jose, consul-
tant cardiologist at Naruvi
Hospitals, will provide an
introduction to hyperten-
sion and its growing preva-
lence.

Dr. K. Suresh Kumar,
consultant interventional

pressure

HEALTHIER
CHOICES
HAPDIER
LIVE
BLOOD PRESSURE:
sice  WHAT YOU NEED
=S 70 xnow

accurately and offer advice
the recommended
me

Treatment target
Dr. T. R. Muralidharan, Di-

hypertension, elaborating
on cut- its and treat-
ment

The s&slon ‘will be mod-
erated by Soma mm, Se—

nior Deputy Editor
Fiindue. Regisration for The
v.ebmar is at
live/ E] =
e or
u_can scan 2
the QR code. @ 4

ED arrests
journalist
Mahesh Langa
in PMLA case

The Hindu Bureau
W DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate has arrested The Hin-
duws Ahmedsbad corres-
pondent Mahesh Langa
undel the Prevention of
Laundering  Act
DAL, the apency said on
Tue
“Mahesh  Prabhudan
Langa was produced be-
fore the Special Judge

February

ment in a “GST Input Tax

Credit” case.

CBSE proposes draft policy
for conducting two Board
examinations from 2025-26

NEW DELHI

The Central Board of Se-
condary Education (CBSE)
s proposed i froem st
cademic 20252,
Students of (dass 10 can
r for Board examina-
tion twice, in a bid to fm-

o
put in public domain by
the CBSE and the Board

accept responses from
all stakeholders — sa-aols
teachers, parents, student:
and the public — all March
o.

exams will on

will be in July

Policy, 2020 recommends
ar students be given an
opportunity to improve
their  performance in
Board exams.
E Minister
Dharmendra pradhan
chaired a meeting which
discussed the issue.
The scheme proposes

Scrutiny planned that Class 10 and 12 exams
“The responses will be wil on the first Tues-
scrutinised and policy will ~ day after February 15,
be finalised subsequently,”  2026. The improvement
said Sanyam Bhardwaj, exam or the second exam
< of E will in July

tions, CBSE.
‘The National Education

2026. Up to 26.6 lakh stu-
dents In Class 10 and 20

lakh in Class 12 are expect-
ed to appear in the exams.

Students’ choice
Students can either chose
o0 appear for the Board ex-
second tme to im-

“performance
first exam will be
available on DigiLocker,
which can be used for ad-
mission to Class 11, in case
the student does not wish
to appear for the second
examination.” Mr. Bhard-
waj said.

Marksheet and pass cer-
tificate will have marks se-
cured In first exam, and
the exam, as well as
marks secured in practice
and internal assessments
and grades. The better of
the two marks will be men-
tioned.

CBSE lets schools open playschools
and kindergartens on their premises

NEW DI

te plays-
chool kindergartens.
within the school premis-

econdary
(CBSE) has issued a notifi-
catlon approving opening
of branch schools under
e name and affilia-
o as those of the parent

school

CBSE Secretary Himan-
shu Gupea told The Hindu
on Tuesday that the
change in the policy was in
line with the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) recom-
mendation  that _schools

aged three to five within
their premises.

“With the new tweak in
the policy. CBSE schools
located within areas and ci-

setting schools, can esta-

blish a branch school that
includes services for Bal
Vatika to Class 5, Mr. Gup-
ta said.

The branch school shall
have a minkmum contigu-
ous land area of 1,200
Square messes snd shall

by a six-fooe-high
pen'nznen( wall, the CBSE
has said.

‘While the branch school
can be opened under the

The CBSE Secretary says the change in the policy is in fine with the
NEP recommendation to open playschools. FLE PHOTO

same name and affiliation
number, a separate set of
resources for physical and
academic infrastructure as
well as teaching and sup-
staff is required,

with the CBSE are eligible

to apply for
branch  schools.
schools can
blishing branch schools
with effect from the aca-
demic year 2026-27 on the
SARAS portal,” he sald.

opening
. “The

apply for esta-

students.

school,” it notes. For Bal
vatika to be established,
the CBSE has stated that
the teacher-pupil ratio will
be 1:30.
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fmportant Hindu festival celebrated to
Stva. It is observed

on the fourteenth

day of the first half of the lunar month of Phagun._ The fes-
tival inds mention in the Skanda Puranam, Linga Pura-

anam and Siva Puranam. On this day the

are associated with the festiv-

% ma: Sivay:
0 and Siv Chalis recited. Dévatess fast and keep vigil,

praying all night.




Women shifting from unpaid
domestic work: govt. survey

Participation of women in employment-related work increases to 25% in 2024 from 21.8% in 2019;

for men, it rose to 75% from 70.9%; women spent 305 minutes a day in unpaid domestic services

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he participation of
T men and women in

the 15-59 age group
in employment and related
activities in a day increased
to 75% and 25%, respec-
tively, in 2024 from 70.9%
and 21.8% in 2019, shows a
survey on time use con-
ducted by the National Sta-
tistics Office.

The time spent by wo-
men in unpaid domestic
services dropped to 305
minutes in 2024 compared
with 315 minutes in 2019,
indicating a shift from un-
paid to paid pursuits, the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementa-
tion said in a statement
based on the survey.

The “Time Use Survey”
measured the time spent
by individuals on different
activities. It found that in
2024, people involved in
employment and related
activities spent 440 mi-
nutes a day for such activi-
ties. While men spent 473
minutes, women spent 341
minutes in such engage-
ments.

Men spent 88 minutes a
day in unpaid domestic
services for household

Although women are spending a little more time on paid work, they
still manage the bulk of caregiving activities at home. FILE PHOTO

members, the survey said.
“Females spent 137 mi-
nutes in a day in caring for
their household members
compared to 75 minutes
spent by male members of
the household,” the survey
said.

Leisure activities

Persons aged six and above
who responded to the sur-
vey’s questions spent 171
minutes a day for activities

related to culture, leisure,
and mass media use. “Male
and female participants
spent 177 minutes and 164
minutes, respectively in a
day in such activities,” it
said.

Children between the
age of six and 14 spent 413
minutes a day in learning-
related activities. “Self-
care and maintenance ac-
tivities comprised an aver-
age of 708 minutes in a day

for persons of age 6 years
and above,” the survey
said.

The Ministry added in a
statement that about 41%
of women in the 15-59 age
group participated in care-
giving for their household
members. The participa-
tion of men in this age
group in such activity
stood at 21.4%.

“Also, female partici-
pants in care-giving activi-
ties spent about 140 mi-
nutes in a day compared to
74 minutes by male respon-
dents of the same age
group. This corroborates
the Indian social fabric
wherein most of the care-
giving responsibilities for
household members are
borne by the females of the
household,” the Ministry
said.

About 16.8% of the pop-
ulation participated in pro-
ducing goods for their own
final use and they spent 116
minutes a day in doing
such activities.

The survey covered
1,39,487 households -
83,247 in rural areas and
56,240 in urban areas. It
enumerated 4,54,192 per-
sons aged six and above
(rural: 2,85,389 and urban:
1,68,803).



* Increase in Women's Employment Participation:

* The percentage of women (aged 15-59) engaged in employment-
related activities increased to 25% in 2024 from 21.8% in 2019.

* For men, participation increased to 75% from 70.9%.

(ﬂ%maﬁa?rﬂwﬁﬂwﬁaﬁ#aaﬁr
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* Time Spent on Unpaid Domestic Work:

* Women spent 305 minutes daily on unpaid domestic services in
2024, compared to 315 minutes in 2019.

* Men spent 88 minutes daily on unpaid household work.

( B T A qcdld TAT:
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e Caregiving Responsibilities:
* 41% of women participated in caregiving activities for household
members, compared to 21.4% of men.

 Women spent 140 minutes per day on caregiving, whereas men spent 74
minutes.

(E@HTT T [FTFACH:
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* Self-care & Leisure Activities:

* Men spent 177 minutes and women 164 minutes daily on leisure and
cultural activities.

* Children (aged 6-14) spent 413 minutes on learning activities.

(ET-¢T@HATA 3T rgahrer arfafafea:
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* Participation in Household
Production:

* 16.8% of the population participated
in producing goods for their own use,
spending 116 minutes daily on such
activities.

(B 3c9TesT A HTefGRY:
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« 2. Social Aspects (ATHITSTSH qgel)

* Shift Towards Paid Work:
* More women are entering the workforce, reducing the burden of unpaid
household work.
* However, women still carry the majority of caregiving responsibilities.

(ST AT F Y AT deda:
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* Gender Disparity in Domestic Work:

* Despite more participation in paid work, women spend significantly more time than men
on household tasks.
(B FRIT H A AF FHATTAT:
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3. Economic Aspects (T qge])

Contribution to the Economy:

e With more women in paid work, household income is expected to rise, leading to economic growth.

(IrdegaEdT H AeTEE:
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Unpaid Work and Economic Impact:

e Unpaid household work, if monetized, would significantly contribute to GDP.

(radfed FF IR 3fde gsma:
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The rights rise, Europe’s state of denial

rony died a thousand deaths in the Munich
Security Conference in Germany, that was
held recently, and the United Nations
General Assembly vote on Ukraine.

A few days ago, in Saudi Arabia, the United
States and Russia, led by their respective Foreign
Ministers, had held bilateral discussions on the
Ukraine war. The Ukrainians and Europeans were
not invited since it was felt that they need not be
included at this point. In June 2024, at the behest
of Ukraine, the European Union (EU) and the
U.S., Switzerland organised a ‘Summit on Peace
in Ukraine’ at the Biirgenstock. Russia was not
invited since they felt that Russia was not needed
at that point.

In Munich, U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance
accused Europe of strangling its right-wing
parties, “shutting down” elections, “stifling” free
speech and religious freedoms and encouraging
“out of control” migration from non-EU
countries, thereby endangering democratic
polity, freedoms and “fundamental values”. But
before November 2024, the Americans and the
Europeans had tried to prevent their right-wing
and far-right parties from gaining legitimacy
through the ballot since they were convinced that
the rise of right in their countries endangered
democracy and freedoms — and, in effect, their
liberal western values. Romania’s constitutional
court even annulled the presidential election
results where far-right independent candidate,
Calin Georgescu, who lobbied to cut off
assistance to Ukraine, won the first round.

What the U.S. forgets

In February 2025, the U.S. is accusing Ukraine,
Germany and the Europeans of not doing enough
to find a solution to the conflict, pursuing an
unwinnable war with Russia. But the U.S. forgets
that it has already spent over $110 billion in the
Ukraine war, with $65 billion for ammunition
only — more than what top western countries
have collectively given Ukraine. The U.S. also
forgets that in March 2022, it was the leader of a
European country who, at the behest of the U.S.,
sabotaged negotiations (which had already
commenced in Tiirkiye) between the Russians
and the Ukrainians.

And, in September 2022, close allies of
Germany sabotaged the Nord Stream pipelines,
rendering them inoperable and preventing Russia
from supplying gas to Germany, which was its
lifeline. But a reluctant, but much-chastised,
Germany supplied Leopard tanks and other
ammunition to Ukraine.

In addition, the U.S. exhorts Europe to take
responsibility for its own security, substantially
enhances its defence spending and not sponge on

T.S. Tirumurti

was Ambassador/
Permanent
Representative of
India to the United
Nations, New York
(2020-22)

EU leaders are
complicit in the
gradual eclipse
of their own
liberal values,
allowing for the
gradual rise of
the right

the disproportionate American role in North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). The U.S.
contributes 16% of NATO'’s annual budget and to
most of its troops. But the U.S. forgets that since
the collapse of the Cold War, it was America that
was reluctant to let the Europeans organise their
own security and defence.

Today, the U.S. accuses the EU of not doing
enough either on illegal migration from non-EU
countries or on combating militant radical Islam
to stop terror attacks that disrupt the western
way of life.

A few years ago, in the UN, the U.S. and
Europe, barring France, proclaimed that the
danger of terrorism came from “racially and
ethnically motivated violent extremism” (REMVE)
in the U.S. as well as the rise of right-wing violent
extremism in Europe, and not from radical Islam
or disastrous migration policies of the West. At
the UN, their “liberal” Ambassadors kept silent
when the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) tried to undermine the collective fight
against terror and the UN Alliance of Civilization
(UNAOC) dismissed the terrorist attacks in France
in 2020 as reaction to Islamophobia.

The problem with Europe

Europe, on its part, refuses to accept that its
domestic policies, which, inter alia, encourage
violent dissidents, radicals, terrorists, and
refugees to seek citizenship, have transformed its
demography, perhaps irrevocably. Its liberal open
societies were taken advantage of by Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) terrorists,
Khalistani separatists and terrorists, the infamous
Hamburg Cell of Al Qaeda (the pilots of the 9/11
terrorist attacks were from here) or by Islamic
radicals killing Europeans in their own cities —
Paris, Nice, Oslo, Vienna, Madrid, Brussels or
elsewhere. Therefore, it was no surprise that
right-wing parties began to sweep elections in
Europe as a reaction to their leaders’ misplaced
priorities. The recent election results in Germany
which kept the far-right at bay, but only just, may
be the last chance to find that elusive balance
within the EU.

As Mr. Vance said in Munich, “If you're
running in fear of your own voters, there is
nothing America can do for you.” Of course, the
U.S. forgets that Trump 1.0 refused to accept the
2020 election loss and that the first act of Trump
2.0 was to pardon the perpetrators of the
storming of the U.S. Capitol in 2021. But Europe’s
claim that the U.S. is no less undemocratic or no
less culpable in these issues, or the pointing to
Germany’s Nazi past and the danger of its
resurgence or to Russian aggression are not
excuses for illiberal action against their far-right.

Europe seems to be in a state of denial. While
the pursuit of ideology, liberal democracy and
western values are laudable objectives, the EU
leaders are complicit in the gradual eclipse of
their own liberal values by allowing migrants,
whose ethos are at direct variance with theirs.
Their peoples’ counter-reaction is to vote for the
far-right fearing for their own identity, way of life
and even religion. It is a classic case of liberal
policies being taken advantage of by illiberal
values.

In Munich, India’s External Affairs Minister, S.
Jaishankar, called out the West for claiming to
promote democratic values at home but
supporting non-democratic forces outside,
especially in the Global South. Recent instances
of the West effecting regime changes in the Global
South include the forcible takeover of power by
radical Taliban in Afghanistan in August 2021 and
the overthrow of the Syrian President in
December 2024 by Ahmed al-Shaara, a former
leader of al-Qaeda in the region — all in the name
of ushering in democracy.

However, on the Ukraine war, while Europe
and the U.S. hitched themselves to the Zelenskyy
bandwagon to emasculate Russia, in a dramatic
turn of events, the chasm between the new U.S.
initiatives and entrenched European positions
burst into the open in the UN General Assembly
when the U.S. voted with Russia against the
European/Ukrainian draft resolution but could
not stop it from being adopted. More drama
could follow in the UN Security Council, but it is
only a pyrrhic win for Europe — without America,
the Ukraine war is as good as over.

The trans-Atlantic partnership is relevant
Despite the jolts at Munich and the UN General
Assembly, proclaiming that the trans-Atlantic
partnership between the U.S. and Europe is over
is premature. The call from the U.S.
administration for retreat from Europe seems
tactical, to renegotiate a better deal, and not
strategic. With a new centrist leadership in
Germany, maybe it is time for Europe to
undertake course correction, invest more in its
own security, combat the rise of radical values in
its societies, pursue a more independent foreign
policy and rework its relations with the U.S.
Ironically, the trans-Atlantic partnership is even
more relevant now in the face of “no-limits”
partnership between Russia and China. The U.Ss
ability to walk away from Europe is overstated,
just as the ability of Europe to weather the storm
is understated.

When a reporter asked Mahatma Gandhi what
he thought of western civilisation, he is reported
to have replied: “I think it would be a good idea.”




* Right-wing Political Rise in Europe (ZI‘:{’I'CI' 7 claorgdfl gaeifa &
3cd)

* The article highlights the increasing popularity of right-wing parties in
Europe, particularly in countries like Germany, France, and Italy.

* The U.S. and European governments tried to prevent the rise of far-
right groups but failed due to their growing legitimacy through
elections.



* Migration policies, security concerns, and economic instability have
fueled right-wing movements.
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* Denial of Western Leaders (9fRaHT aAdm3it Y saaR #i eufa)

 Many liberal leaders in Europe are in a state of denial, ignoring the growing
dissatisfaction among the people.

* Western leaders failed to acknowledge the consequences of their migration
policies and security failures, leading to radicalization and terrorism.
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* U.S. and European Handling of Ukraine Conflict (zla»—«r HEY FY
T .UH. I JAT AT )

* The U.S. and Europe have criticized each other regarding the handling
of the Ukraine-Russia war.

* The U.S. accused Germany and other European nations of not doing
enough to support Ukraine, while Europe accused the U.S. of
escalating the conflict.

* The energy crisis worsened as European allies failed to manage
Russian gas supplies, increasing reliance on U.S. energy.



* Failure of Western Policies on Terrorism (Qﬁ?ﬂ:ﬁ ATdearg Alfa
$T famerdn)

 The West initially ignored the threat posed by radical Islamic groups, which
later led to major terrorist attacks in France, Germany, and the UK.

* Weak immigration controls have allowed radicalized individuals to enter
Europe, leading to increasing public fear and resentment.

(TRTHT ATaFarg AfT P APedT:

qigH A G H WAYY STl THE! @ 3cqee Ty HT 3Tl
T, Torash SRUT Wi, THAT 3R e 7 92 dehardl g/ gl

+ FHSAN YT fAIAT o HRUT el e JAT A yaer FT 1T,
od SoTar & a7 3T I3Eaw )




« 2. Political Aspects (JrsTaifde QW)
+ Rise of Right-Wing Nationalism (f&Ioraeft Irsearg #T 363)

* Right-wing parties in Europe are gaining strength due to their hardline stance on
immigration and national security.

* The liberal democratic order is being challenged by conservative movements.
(&Taroraeft ISeaTg #T 3E:
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* Geopolitical Shift (H;-TIT:I?ﬁﬁE deelld)

e U.S. and Europe’s divide on global security and economic policies is
widening.

* Russia’s influence in Europe is growing due to energy dependence and
economic instability.
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3. Economic Aspects (3Tfd& qge])

Energy Crisis (3T H<)

e The closure of Russian gas pipelines due to geopolitical tensions has worsened Europe’s
energy crisis.
e Europe is now more dependent on U.S. energy exports, increasing costs.
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* Impact on Trade and Industry (4TI IR 3'(.‘@1?T QT 9H1d)

e European industrial growth is slowing due to high energy costs and economic
uncertainty.

* U.S. sanctions on Russia have disrupted global supply chains.
(AR 3T 3T X AT
. mﬁ@mﬁmﬁmmaﬂtmaﬁm$w
{el ol
. u.w.%mwwwwmﬁémm@maﬁm@a
T 1)



4. Social Aspects (GTHTTSTS qge])

Growing Public Discontent (d¢dT Sfel m)

e Many European citizens feel that liberal leaders have failed to address security and
economic concerns.
e There is increasing support for nationalist and conservative ideologies.
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* Migration and Integration

g\rallenées LF)IH'IH?I' I TR

* Europe is struggling to integrate large
numbers of migrants, leading to
cultural clashes and security risks.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Cases of illegal storage.
excavation of minerals
in Chhattisgarh

T aE2B

storage and transportation of ménerals
were registered in Chhattisgarh in 2024, In
7.555 cases, the wehicles seized along with
manerals were released after the recovery
of the sestlement amount

More than 7,700
cases of Wegal

The cost of rebuilding

Ukraine’s econo

after Russia’s invasion
the World Bank, UN,

52 European Commission

and the Ukrainian government found that
housing. transport, energy, commerce and
education were the most affected sectors.
Russian attacks sent energy sector
Gamages up 70% in one year seuress

in'$ billion. A new study

THE>@&a HINDU

Amount of mone;
Sin; re’s citizens

lost to scams last vear

—————
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e

SCAMS 3 cybercrime released by the

e e
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The share of GDP the
U.K. aims to spend on
defence in 2029

0 per cent. Britain will aim to spend
3% of Its GDP on defence in the next
parliament, due to begin in 2028,

and will help to fund that increased

spending by cutting its 3id budget, Prime

Minister Keir Starmer said. Mr. Starmer said

the aid budget would be reduced from

0.5% of GDP to 0.3% n 2027.

Tribal students who

protested the living
conditions in Odisha
of a State-run

100 residential school in

Odisha's Mayurbhan] district walked the
whote night to reach the district
headguarters town of Baripada to protest
the “nhumane" living conditions. =
COMPILED BY USHAL WARMA 1%

Qver 100 tribal students

Should a third language be compulsory?

Follow us @) facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the hindu (©) instagram.com/the_hindu

an to Tamil

fi

st introdu

and w

EXPLAINER

EBangarajan. B

The story so far:
here has been a tussle between
the Centre and the Tamsl Nadu

for Hindi
insists that it would continue with its
w age policy.

‘What are constitutional provisions?
The Constitution provides that Hindl is
the official language of the Union. English
was originally meant to continue as the
official language for 1S years from the
of the C el

1965). However, the Official Languages
Act. 1963 provides for the continued use

addition to Hindl, for all
Pk purposes of the Union withou ans
time limit. The e of a State may
adopt any one o nove of the lan nguages in
use in the State or Hindi as the official
language(s) for official purposes of that
State.

Further, the Constitution provides that
it shall be the duty of the Union to
promote the spread of the Hindi language
so that it may serve as a medium of
expression for all the elements of the
composite culture of India.

‘What is the three-]

P
its government

The NEP, 2020 has retained the
three-language formuta albeit with a key
difference that it doesn't impose any

on any .1 s that the
languages 1o be learnt will be the choice
of States, regions and the students,
long as at least two of the three languages
are native to India.

What are the issues?

Firm stance: A protest agains the three-language polcy, in Chennai, on February 18. 71

not read a Class Il Jevel text. The report of
2023 reveals that 25% of youth in the age
gZroup of 14-18 years could not read a Class

Az per the vepocs on Anstydls

while 85% is spent by the States. The total

higher and technical education by the
Centre and States combined hovers
around 4-4.5% of the GDP as against the
Sarmet of 6% set oue In the NEP 2000,

Thus, the expenditure on education is yet
to reach the desired levels.

What can be the way forward?
e English is not a native language, its
pmﬁdmcy Biaa helped s in Lecoming
globally compet service
duscrics. Tndia is a it n guaal country
;.r.d the objective of learning more indian
s in s in desirable.
Homever, the exsting ssues of learning
cutcomes coupled with constraints o
es require that the efforts

Standard viIL there is limied proficiency
being attained by the students in such

The 2011 Census data reveals that

figures for urban areas are 44% and 15%.
22% and S% for rural areas.

country, numl
rease in the forthcoming
Census, indicating that the young and
adult learn
Ianguages according 1o theis needs.
There must be a constructive dialogue
 the Centre and the Tamil Nacu
nment 1o ensure that funding is not
delayed.
Considering the share of expenditure
borne by the States as well as regional
diversities, thare akio neads to be 2

The Annual
(ASEI

by
NGO Pratham leaves much to be

by the !\IAnlsuy of Education,
ment of India, in 2022, cut o(lhe

ore
nomy to the States in  poticy miatoera
relating to st ekt

total revenue on
ar £3.03 lakh crore |

2022
close to 60% of students in Class V could

(2019-20), 15% is spent by the Centre

a former IAS officer
and shor of Pelity St Viewe
expressed are personal.

THE GIST

The three language formuts
was first imtroduced in the NEP
of 1968. This policy and the
Offical Language Resclution,
1968 mandate the teaching of
Hendi 25 2 language in

ron-tendi speaking States.

The ASER report of 2022

14-18 years could
Clazs il fevel text fluently in
their regional language.

The 2011 Census data reveals

. a3 against 22% and
5% for rural areas.

What did the HC rule about
arresting women at night?

Is the

ovision which restricts the arrest of women after sunset and before sunrise absohute? What did the

135th report of the Law Commission of India on Women in Custody recommend?

B Vil

The story so far:
he Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court
sus S.

to Section 46(4) of CrPC) for the arrest of
a woman by the police. First, no arrest of
a woman shall be made after sunset and

Consequence of nin-compllance of ihie
If the

to be mnndmory. the legtslaxure would
r the

before sunrise except in
circumstances. Second. even in
the

n in the Bharatiya

and tor
Others ruled that the legal Dissiiaton of thie fuxiadictional
Nagarik maglscrate ot be ot by a woman
(BNSS), 2023, which police officer by malkdng a wrkten report.

provisios
Suraksha Sanhita
restricts the arrest of a woman after
sunset

Section 46(4) of the e 1o s et

fore sunrise, is
and not mandatory. In this case, a woman
Judge of the

treact: af Section 45(4) of the Code of _
IPC).

the
safety of w . However, the provision
does not upl;ﬂn what would constitute

an exceptional situation. In addition, the

Criminal =
twoJudge Bench of the High Court, in an
appeal. held that Section 46¢4) of the

olice
the persan of the w.
woman police offer or if the

CrPC was and not 3

What are the safeguards?
Two safeguards are provided under
Section 43(5) of BNSS (which co

< D ]

otherwise require it

the Madras HC rule?
Madras said thae Section
..s«) of CreC does not spell out

A
police officer who effocts arrest, carvies

superior officer shall be obtained, or if the
case was of extrem,

£ the immediate suberior officer and to
the Simi

THE GIST

Were made in the 154th report of the Law
Commission in 1996, and Section 46(¢4) of
CrPC was Inserted with some

200s.

‘What has the Supreme Court
n a case, the Nagpur Bench of the
Bacrtiey High ot diracted i Stae 1
sue dir

Bench of the
Madras High Court ned that
the legat prowision in the
Sharatiya Nagarik Sursksha
Sanhits (BNSS), 2023, which
restricts the amest of 3 woman
after sunset and before suneise,
Is directory and not

mandatory.

The 135th report of the Law

Commission of india on

Women in Custody (1589}
that cedinarily

a
by a woman
magistrate may noc

. the accused
may escape. -rhexaom. such

the
futile by the

can
injure public interest.

Wit s bifaeney of Section 466 Cerce
The 135th report of the Law Commissiol
of India on Women in Custody (1989)
recommended that ordinarily no women
arrested after sunset and before

cann,
police ‘While ﬁulu{e (o ad.hexe to the

Ty requiremen ot lead to the
arrest being deciarcd illegal, the offscer
may 10 offer ex) ation for the
inability to comply with the provision.
The Coust also directed the police to issue

as to what

of the immediate

sunrise. If there are cases,
permission

RK. Vi is a former IPS officer.

Po women shall be amested
after sunset and before sunrise.

-~

The Court has clearty said that
despite holding Section 4514)
of CrPC/43(5) as crectory and
rot mandatory, the prowision
cannot be rendered futile by
the police




What did the HC rule about
arresting women at night?

Is the provision which restricts the arrest of women after sunset and before sunrise absolute? What did the

135th report of the Law Commission of India on Women in Custody recommend?

R.K. Vij

The story so far:
he Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court in Deepa
versus S. Vijayalakshmi and
Others ruled that the legal
provision in the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, which
restricts the arrest of a woman after
sunset and before sunrise, is directory
and not mandatory. In this case, a woman
was arrested at 8pm. A single Judge of the
High Court held that the arrest was in
breach of Section 46(4) of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC). However, a
two-Judge Bench of the High Court, in an
appeal, held that Section 46(4) of the
CrPC was directory and not mandatory.

What are the safeguards?
Two safeguards are provided under
Section 43(5) of BNSS (which corresponds

M A

to Section 46(4) of CrPC) for the arrest of
a woman by the police. First, no arrest of
a woman shall be made after sunset and
before sunrise except in exceptional
circumstances. Second, even in
exceptional circumstances, the prior
permission of the jurisdictional
magistrate must be sought by a woman
police officer by making a written report.
Section 46(4) of the CrPC is a beneficial
provision incorporated to ensure the
safety of women. However, the provision
does not explain what would constitute
an exceptional situation. In addition, the
proviso to Section 46(1) states that the
arresting police officer should not touch
the person of the woman, unless it is a
woman police offer or if the
circumstances otherwise require it.

What did the Madras HC rule?
The Madras High Court said that Section
46(4) of CrPC does not spell out the

consequence of non-compliance of the
provision. If the provision was intended
to be mandatory, the legislature would
definitely have provided for the
consequences of non-compliance. A
police officer who effects arrest, carries
out a public duty. The Court underlined
that there could be a situation where a
heinous offence is committed by a woman
in the night and the magistrate may not
be available for obtaining permission.
Under such a situation, the accused
woman may escape. Therefore, such
mechanical adherence to procedure can
injure public interest.

What is history of Section 46(4) CrPC?
The 135th report of the Law Commission
of India on Women in Custody (1989)
recommended that ordinarily no women
shall be arrested after sunset and before
sunrise. If there are exceptional cases,
prior permission of the immediate

superior officer shall be obtained, or if the
case was of extreme urgency, then an
arrest report with reasons shall be made
to the immediate superior officer and to
the magistrate. Similar recommendations
were made in the 154th report of the Law
Commission in 1996, and Section 46(4) of
CrPC was inserted with some changes in
2005.

What has the Supreme Court said?
In a case, the Nagpur Bench of the
Bombay High Court directed the State to
issue directions to all police officials that
no female persons shall be detained
without the presence of a lady constable,
and in no case after sunset and before
sunrise. Here, the Supreme Court
observed that a strict compliance with the
said directive in a given circumstance
would cause practical difficulties.

Will the ruling dilute the provision?
The Court has clearly said that despite
holding Section 46(4) of CrPC/43(5) as
directory and not mandatory, the
provision cannot be rendered futile by the
police. While failure to adhere to the
statutory requirement may not lead to the
arrest being declared illegal, the officer
may have to offer explanation for the
inability to comply with the provision.
The Court also directed the police to issue
guidelines, clarifying as to what constitute
exceptional circumstances.

R.K. Vij is a former IPS officer.



* Legal Provision on Arresting Women at Night (I H H‘%FIT&IT C )
fFarl a1 H?IFIFﬁ YTde el )Section 46(4) of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) and Section 43(5) of Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), 2023 restrict the arrest of women after sunset and
before sunrise except in exceptional circumstances.

* The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court ruled that this
provision is directory (advisory) and not mandatory.



* The court emphasized that strict mechanical adherence to this rule could

sometimes lead to an accused escaping legal action.

(T A AT fr FRFIRT W) CICL IR
-agqﬁrma%m(Crpc)a?rﬁrm46(4)3ﬂTmzramﬁa:mmm
(BNSS)aﬁram435 Wmﬁw%mﬁm%%ﬁﬂ%maﬁ
qﬁa%m ST deh T 3raTarer gRFEATaAT o &l .
. tnaﬂ'mrﬂwﬁ gIaYTel &l fAdenca® (Temgar)
g?aiﬁaﬁml ¥ ( )
- JqTad A &gl & 50 TdH &1 g&dl @ gt Fe § F3 a_ AR
mm@@wmz‘u



2. Court's Ruling (3TeTeld <hl ﬁ'Uh')

What Did the Madras HC Rule? (AgTH 3T ~g1ATld $T 0T F4T AT?)

e The court held that Section 46(4) of CrPC is advisory and does not specify what constitutes an
exceptional situation.

* In urgent situations, police officers may proceed with the arrest of women at night but must provide a
written justification.

e The police must seek prior approval from a magistrate in case of night arrests, except for heinous
crimes or escape risks.




.(mﬁwaﬂﬁﬁwmﬁmﬁ;cwcaﬁm
46(4) Fad FeTgdNY ¢ 3R sTA "rareRoer gRfEfaar
TS gt F g FISHN AW A, gfog REy ud A
ARanT 1 AREAR) X TR &, Al 308 fAr@d
mﬁw&mmlnmmmwaﬁaﬁmaﬁ
HAHE! A, AfIEee @ qa (AT e @t gt




- What Has the Supreme Court Said? (JHIH FIE FT FAT Fgell 87?)

 The Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High Court ruled that no female accused
should be detained without a lady constable and should not be arrested at
night unless absolutely necessary.

 The Supreme Court acknowledged that a strict application of this rule may
create practical difficulties in law enforcement.

(G FIE FT FAT Fgell 87
-awmth'o' qiFd 3T AT A 316 fear for fondr oft Afger il
ﬁmﬁm#m#aﬁmmamﬁ?
9 #F PRy @ S9aT TifRv|
-mﬁnaﬂéﬁmﬁ;wﬁwﬂ?mw#mmﬁﬁ
SATaeIRS GHAEIIC @Y "Fdr &)



* 3. Legal and Historical Context (a?l?-l“?ﬁ 3k aE@w He)

* History of Section 46(4) CrPC (CrPC &Y &IRT 46(4) &1 sfagM)

 The 135th report of the Law Commission of India (1989) recommended that
women should not be arrested at night unless in exceptional cases.

* The 154th report of the Law Commission (1996) also supported this view, leading to
the insertion of Section 46(4) in 2005.

(CrPC &Y &IRT 46(4) &T sfagH:

- #Ra & fafer amaer & 135dt Rl (1989) A fawiiker $r arg o &
AGATT A TT A PRFAIR 181 fhar S aifee, o9 d& & F5
sramaRor fRufa & &

- 1996 #H faf&r amaler #r 1544t RAXE o o st T o1 @A o, wd
2005 & CrPC &Y &IRT 46(4) N8 7S|)



« 4. Social and Legal Aspects (HTHTISTS 3T a-TIFI‘\?ﬂ' qg)
* Legal Safeguards for Women (ATgaT3t & faw Flefall & 39TY)

* Presence of a woman police officer is necessary for arresting a woman at
night.

* |f a woman is accused of a serious crime, an arrest report with reasons must
be submitted to senior officials and the magistrate.

(AT & faT FEEA g 39
mﬁnﬁmqﬁvaﬁﬂaﬁrmaﬁaﬁ‘gl
aﬁaﬁénﬁmwﬁzm#aﬁtﬁ% ar PRFIRT &1 $RUT IR~
aﬂmﬁﬁaﬁznﬁ@zaﬁmmmw@m»



* Impact on Law Enforcement (hTe{el Ydael 94X IHTd)

e Strict compliance with this rule may lead to delayed arrests and allow
offenders to escape.

* Police officers must be given discretion to arrest women under urgent
circumstances.
(eIl Tl 9T THIS:

- 38 TH & FoR I & PREaRAr 7 & g ¥l § 3R
et T WA &

- gforw IRt & fawfer fGar s affe arfe 9 smawas
feyfat & PRTaY T I |)
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* China’s Ambassador to India, Xu Feihong, highlighted the historical
significance of the Tea Horse Road, emphasizing its role in India-China
trade through Tibet.

* The ancient route spanning 2,000 km facilitated the massive tea trade
from China to India via Himalayan passes.
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e What s it?

 The Tea Horse Road, also called Chamadao, was an ancient trade
route connecting China, Tibet, and India.

* [t was a major commercial network used for trading tea from China and
horses from Tibet.



 Connection Between Regions:

* Originatedin southwest China (Yunnan & Sichuan) and passed
through Tibet, Nepal, and India.

 Reached Kolkata, from where tea was shipped to Europe and other Asian
markets.



* Significance of the Tea Horse Road:

* Facilitated Economic Exchange: Enabled cultural and commercial ties
between India, Tibet, and China.

* Boosted Military Strength: Supplied Tibetan war horses for China’s military
campaigns.

e Cultural Exchange: Helped spread Buddhism, medicinal herbs, and textiles
across the Himalayan region.

e Historical Tourism Today: Parts of the route are being promoted
as UNESCO heritage and tourism sites.







Cano Cristales River, Colombia:

It is also known as the "River of Five
Colors," as it changes its color from
yellow, green, black, red, and blue
between July and November.

« This is due to Rhyncholacis
clavigera, an aquatic plant that
changes its color with sunlight
and water conditions.
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~ e © Shanay-Timpishka
i River, Peru: Also known
as La Bomba, it is
the world's largest
thermal and only boiling
river (with temperature
450C to 1000C).

 |tis heated by deep
geothermal

circulation where
rainwater seeps
underground,
warms, and
resurfaces
through faults.




Hamza Aquifer (Hamza River): A vast
underground aquifer beneath the
Amazon River, ~¥4 km deep and 6,000
km long, flowing extremely slowly
through porous rock formations.

Qiantang River, China: Known for the
Silver Dragon, one of the world's largest
tidal bores, where ocean tides push
upstream at 40 km/hr, creating large
waves ideal for surfing.




Daldykan River,
Russia: Turned blood red due
to nickel and heavy metals
contamination.

Onyx River,
Antarctica: The continent’s
longest river (32 km), flowing

in summer as meltwater
from Wright Valley glaciers.

inland toward Lake Vanda only

J
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* What is the significance of INS Tamal for India's naval production?

%ﬂ'énm AT HRT & Alifa® 3cutest & favw 3t Ageaqot

?

* A. It is the first indigenous aircraft carrier / dg HARd I Ygoll Taceft
AT ags 9d %

B. It is the last warship to be commissioned outside India / Ig fager
# FHree fFar et aren sifaw geuda §

C. It is India's first nuclear-powered submarlne / g ARd $Y l=I%T»ﬁ'
qIATI-HEIfeld Jeged]

D. It is the first stealth destroyer built by DRDO / 9§ SIS GAdT
fafifa gger ey fAtaws §



* Where is INS Tamal currently undergoing trials?

aﬁ%mvmaﬁﬂmﬁﬁmvquﬁmﬂ:ﬁt#m
TET 872
* A. Vladivostok, Russm/?lTﬁHN—‘cﬂH? &

B. St. Petersburg, Russia / §¢ dledadl, &

C. Visakhapatnam, Indla/ﬁQﬂETCI?lFm' ART
D. Kaliningrad, Russia /%ﬁlﬁ?ﬂm\", ™



* Which Indian state recorded the highest increase in women’s
workforce participation in 2024?

« 2024 H fFH HRANT T=T A AR T FRIdT APl &
qeH AOF g g d M?

* A. Kerala /W

B. Maharashtra / AGIRTSC
C. Uttar Pradesh / 39 9cer

D. Tamil Nadu /T-Iﬁ?l?ﬂg'



 What is the percentage of women engaged in employment-related
activities in India as of 2024?

+ 2024 dF R A VoPR-gat afafafray & o Afgamat #r
gyfaera frd«r 87

*A. 21.8%
B. 25%
C. 30.5%
D. 35%



 What is the primary reason for the rise of right-wing politics in
Europe?

- U A gferoraeft T & 3aT FT AET FROT FAT 82

* A. Economic instability and migration policies / s feerREr iR

yargs Aifaar
B. Rise of communism / HIFIAIG T 3¢ ‘ ’
C. Declining influence of the United Nations / §J&Fd IS¢ & g H

FRmac
D. Strengthening of NATO alliances / #ITeY ST FI ﬂﬁﬁ\?ﬁ



* According to a recent ruling by the Madras High Court, what is the
legal status of arresting women at night?

+ AGTH 39 ST & gifed haa & IR, a9 & Afenat
e A. Strictly prohibited / T&d T & gfaefaa
B. Allowed only with magistrate approval / dael ATATee HI HTAT
¥ erAfa & %

R )
C. Advisory (not mandatory) and subject to exceptions / HATEHIRT
rferard a8 3R gy & el .
D. Allowed without any restriction / f9=T fpdt gfa«er & Hﬂﬂﬁ' ar

M



 Which ancient trade route connected China, Tibet, and India, primarily
for tea and horse trade?

- BT AT URNT AR At A, fasad 3t sRT F =ar o,
mmwﬁmaﬁtmﬁﬂ:wﬂ;ﬁvWﬁme
2:|T’)

* A. Silk Road / Y21 AT
B. Tea Horse Road/ﬁ E'Iﬂ' U
C. Amber Road /¥aX W3
D. Trans-Himalayan Route / ETH-fgdATerdY #ATet



 Which country recently received humanitarian aid from India
following Tropical Storm SARA?

- Bl TT S T § A IovrfeatliT qE FRT & ¢ HRT 4@
ATTAIT HeIIdT 9Tcd F¥ T 872

* A. Honduras / 61311?'

B. Mexico /

AfFHEF
C. Indonesia /Eglﬁi <1
D. Philippines / felidid



 Which natural phenomenon makes Colombia’s Cafio Cristales River
unique?

- FiT W Wfa® e Frefear f Far Feeew ad ®@
HAET FATAT g2

* A. It turns red due to a rare algae species / Jg Udh EATv'l'ST Aarer gATfer
% HROT ATl W A TGl ATl %E
B. It remains frozen throughout the year / dg tl3' El'ﬁ' ST %Fﬁ %
C. It has the highest tidal range in the world / SHH gﬁ'ﬂT $HT gaq
O sag @aAT §

D. It is the only river with floating magnetic minerals / I§ T&HATT A4l
g ot gaa%'u gfrsr ot 8



* What is special about the Shanay-Timpishka River in Peru?

% Y AII-fefPaersT A& fr f@Lvar Far 872
* A. It has the world's highest waterfall /3'\‘#!" gﬁ'ﬂT ST FIA FdT
STIIITT &

B. It is the only naturally boiling river / dg ThHATA ‘JI'ITfﬁH? T &
3qdl A4l &

C. It contains the world’s largest coral reef system /Sﬂﬁ' gﬁ'ﬂT $Y
A9 T3 HRT JF yorrel &

D. It flows in reverse direction due to gravity anomalies / Ig

TEcarHYuT fIEarfaat & FRor RAuda fGar & wg<h @



'*' The King Changes Every Five Years

e has a unique monarchy system where nine sultans take
é \9 turns ruling as the King (Yang di-Pertuan Agong) for a five-year

term.



THE WORLD'S
STINKIEST FRUIT

Yy %




Word of the day

Meticulous:
marked by precise accordance to detail

Synonym: punctilious

U SAEE. This book is the result of years of
meticulous research.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
meticulouspro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /mrtikjilis/, /mrtikjulas/




Thank you
guys.
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