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* What is the primary focus of the Consumer Protection Act, 1986 and its
amendment in 20197 ‘
Sqaﬂ?-rr F&Tor AHfAfAaH, 1986 37X 2019 & TAMYUT FT AT 3oy
FdT 87

. g.;rl:romoting ethical advertising practices/ﬁﬁﬁ? AT U133t #r doldl
B. Enhancing digital consumer access / f8fored 3qsleFdr l=I3?-I' C ) daldl G
C. Ensuring consumer rights and justice / 3UHFAT JAAFRYT R a7 A
o
D. Reducing market monopolies / STAR THITYHRI P HH Hledl




e On which date is National Consumer Day observed in India?

HRT H USSR 3ueFar fgaw g ST AT ST &7

* A. December 20 / 20 fe e
B. December 22 / 22 feaey
C. December 24 / 24 feaey
D. December 26 / 26 feaex



* What was the theme of National Consumer Day 2024>

IS 3Usiierar feaw 2024 &1 fawg Far AT?

* A. Consumer Empowerment through E-Commerce / é-ﬁﬂ# &
ATETH & IUHFAT FATFARIOT

B. Virtual Hearings & Digital Access to Consumer Justice / 3THTHY
gaAars 3R mag’ﬁ-crr = d% f3feed ugg
C. Sustainable Consumerism / TITAT 3YMTFd@e

D. Strengthening Consumer Laws / 3STISFdT H-TI?-LFI’I' Y Holqd
CEIGLH



* What percentage of global vaccine
production is contributed by India?

afRger STl 3cIgeT H AR &l
JaTETeT fohdall Ifaerd g7

* A.50%
B. 60%
C. 70%
D. 80%




* Which disease is a significant focus of India's vaccine production,
contributing 90% to WHQO’s demand?
HRA & STl 3cUTeed &l AEYT €41 fohd AR WX g, S
SegUAT I HART I 90% R AT 57

* A. Measles / @30
B. Polio / Tifera

C. Diphtheria / [T
D. Malaria /




* What is the role of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve in India’s energy

securny?
I Foll GI&T H Efas dQfeas sr i a1 A

%’7
* A. Reducing energy imports / 3T 3TITd HFT hH HIATl
B. Ensuring fuel availability during crlseslm & SR é‘iil?l' C )

3qerstdl giAREd HIT

C. Boosting tenewable energy projects / TR FaAT
TRAVAATINT Y TS@T AT

D. Both A and B/E’ 3 & g



* In whichagrear did Lesotho gain independence?

AT A TadAar fhd ayv yred §é’?

* A. 1956
B. 1960
C. 1966
D. 1970




* What is a qubit in the context of quantum computing?

FalcH eI & HGH H FIEC FAT §7?
* A. A basic unit of classical computmg/ﬂﬁﬂ' #‘EI%T $Y Hel Sﬂ?lé'

B. A unit of quantum information that can exist in multlple states

S|multa%r_1eously/?=l-ﬂ'l'c',1=l' ST T SH1S 3 THh 91T Hs Tafaay & @

C. A form of binary code / S8l FIS FT TH T
D. A special kind of storage device / fSRUT 39&IUT HT TH fAAV YFR



* Which principle does a quantum computer use to perform
computations faster than classical computers?
FATCH FY FAl Al FYE HI JelodT H doll F 0T
FeT F AT F RAUTd FT 3UIT Ham &7

 A. Classical mechanics / W@W HArfaea
B. Quantum mechanics / FdTeH ArfATa

C. Relativity theory/mﬁ?ﬂ Ch| m
D. Statistical probablllty/m AT AT




Aristotle,
Nicomachean
Ethics

“A friend to all is a friend to
none.” —
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‘Goal of uprising not
to hold one election’
WORLD » PAGE 14

SINCE TSUNAMI 2004

The lapses in
disaster

the

management Bill

No room for efficien
participati

jon, Babiuty

OPINION » PAGE 3

n rocus
Onus on India batters
in Boxing Day Test
SPORT » PAGE 16

scrap FMR with
Myanmar

NEW DELH)
The Centre has brought in new
e the

entirely suspended. » PAGE 4

Satanic Verses
returns to the
shelves in India
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Satanic verses, 3
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I45,000-cr. Ken-Betwa link project launched

Modi lays the foundation stone for the river-

the water woes of the Bundelkhand region. spread across parts of the States of Uttar Pradesh and

Madhya Pradesh: PM credits Dr. Ambedkars vision for river valley projects, claims the Congress never gave architect of the Constitution credit for water conservation efforts

BEOPAL

rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on
Wetamstay | Ieid
the foundation stone
the Ken-Betwa river-] llnk-
Ing project in Madhya pn-
s Kiajuraho, aim:

ater \\M o
The Bundelkhand

Pradesh. The project is es-
tmated to cost around
s ooo crore.
at the event,
Mn o cmdlxed Dr. B.R.
s vision for in-
P major river valley pro-
Jects, and accused the Con-
gress of not giving due
Tecognition to the architect
of the Constitution.
“The major river valley
projects of India were

Central Water C

exists today because of the
edkar

No one was even allowed
to know about it,” he nﬂ
amid the ongol
versy over Union Nome M.I-
nister Amit Shah’s remarl
on Dr. Ambedkar. The Con-
gress had staged protests
secking Mr. Shah's resigna-
tion over the &:
“\Who thought of a vi-

Narencra Modk examines 3 project map during the event to lay the
e project o

SP hails project,
Congress flags

Pradesh and various dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh.

Project Is ako aimed at
more than 100

the State's first solar power

plant. He also laid the foun-

dation stone for the con-

struction of 1,153 Atal Gram
d

MW of and 27
~EW DELID MW of solar energy.
While the Congress on The Prime Minister also
laid for the

Kerr Bata iver fiking project
rethar GRS G
differen e

s to take credit for
concapualising it » PAee's

stonary

tion plan? The truth was
suppressed. The true ser-
vant was forgotten so that
credit could ne pes-
son. I tell you that aﬁer the
country ~ got &
dence, the credit for. the
farsightedness behind In-
dias water management
and construction of dams
goes to Babasaheb Ambed-

ar,” he said.
Mr. Modi said that the
of

Congres:

the past were “experts in
making announcements”

but did not have the “in-

tention to implement the
hemes™,

Prosperity on cards

He claimed that the Ken-
Betwa project will bring
prosperity to the drought-
prone Bundelkhand re-
people of Bun-
delkhand struggled for ev-

ery drop of water but the

rete efforts
made to resolve
them.” Mr. Modi said.
“When Atal [Bihari Vaj-
payeel ji's government was

formed, he came up with a
permanent solution
through the river-linking
initiative and even started
the work but &t was discon-
Today,
Atal ji's dream is about to
be realised.” he added.
Ken-Beewa . river
linking project is expecied
to address drinking and ir-
rigation water needs of at
least 10 districts of Madhya

Daudhan dam frrigation
project, which is expected

to ss irrigation
or 1 Kakis iertawes o land

e Mo said that Mad-
hya Pradesh has become
the first State in the coun-
try with two river-linking
projects under way at the

also Launche:

Kalisindh-Chambal _river-
project that sprea

between Rajasth.

Madhya Pradesh.

from the Ken-Bet-
wa project, the Prime Mi-
nister also virtually mnaugu-

Prade’s  Omkareshwar,

nor Nz.ngubhu Tatel. Chier
Minister Mohan Yadav, Un-
ion Jal Shakt Minister C.R.
Patil, Union Minister and
former Chief Miniser Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan, State
BJP chief and Khajuraho
MP V.D. Sharma and other
leaders were present at the

serve will be kept in mind
while building the canal for
the project.

capital said % hias a -mited
Stock” of the book. » PAGE &

2ol Mr. Wang that Tokyo was.
“closely meritoring the Taiwan
Stuation”. » PAGE 14

Zelenskyy slams
Cl
attack by Russia

v
Ukrainian President Volodymyt
Zelensiyy on Wednesday

38 killed as Azeri airliner crashes in Kazakhstan

Associated Press

Kazakhstan officials said 38
people have died after an
Azerbafjani airliner with 67
passengers crashed near

of Ak-

s o e . Deputy
Prime Minister Kanat Bo-
Zuml disclosed the

death toll while me
with Azerbaijani officials,
the Russian news agency
Interfax reported.

The plane was en route
from the Azerbaljani capi-
2al of Baku to the Russian
city of Grozny in the North
Caucasus.

Kazakhstan's Emerges
cy Ministry said in a Tele-
gram statement that those

been haspi-
talised, the Ministry told
Russia’s state Dews agency,
RIA Novosti.

Interfax, quoted medi-
cal workers as saying that
£ bodies have been re-
covered and
er.
assessment, were killed in

the crash.
The Embraer 190 air-

Emergency specialists at the crash site near the Kazakh city of Aktau on Wednesday. A

craft attempted an emer-
gency landing 3 km from
the city, Azerbaljan Air-
tines said.

the aircraft making a steep
descent before smashing
into the ground iIn a
fireball,

to
ni officials, those aboard

Mobi| hone footage
circulating online showed

data
from  FlightRadar24.com
showed the aircraft
what appeared t be a fi-
gureright once nearing
the atrport in Aktau, its at.
titude 1.ng up and
down substantially over
the last minutes of the

flight before

h d Tex-

Azerbajjani President 1l-
ham Aliyev, who had been
travelling ‘to Russla,
turned baijan on
hearing news of the crash,
the President's press ser-
vice said.

Mz Aliyev expressed his
condolences to the fami-
lies of the victims in a state-
ment on social media. “Itis

press my condolences to
the families of the victims
and wish a speedy recov-

injured,” he

n President Viadi-

ex-
pressed his condo{ences.

Dmitry  peskov | told

Ppresspersons.

MT, favourite storyteller of modern Kerala, passes away at 91

KOZHIKODE

M. Vasudevan Nair, one
of India’s greatest writers
of all time, died in a private
hospital here on Wednes-

not wo on directing
films, and was happier
writing fictio

When it comes to fic-
tion, it is difficult o ima-

unforgettable short stories.
The plots of those novels
and short stories and the

MT. VASUDEVAN NAIR (1933 - 2024)

MT, who was born at a

called Kudallur,
near Ponnani, made a
mark as a writer of remar-

kable skills from an early
age.

He was just 29 when he
wrote Asuravithu, which

has been hailed by some,
including critic M. Leela-
vathi, as the best novel in
Malayalam.
Many of his works were
translated into English
was, in fact, one of India’s
most translated regional-
age writers. He was
awarded Jnanpith in 1995.
MT was truly multifacet-
ed. He was also a journalist

was directed by A. Vincent.
He became a much-in-

demand scripewriter and
penned classic:
Oru vad

chagni. Parinayam, Aksha-

Armed groups

start gunfight in
Imphal village

Press Trust of India
IMPHAL

A gunfight broke out beb
ween two

Mani
Wednesday morning, the
police said.

Armed men fired from
the hilltops of Kangpokpt
district,
mn will

ployed
in the Soottiune recatlated,
le: gunfight,
they said.

Additional security forc-
es were deployed in the
area following the inci-
dent, th .

No injuries had been re-
ported so far, the police

on Tu a
gunfight broke out bet-
wey ed men and se-
curity forces at -
pokpi and nearby

Uyok
Ching in Imphal East, the
police sald.

Explosives selzed
Security forces seized 3.6
ke of explosives from un-
der a bridge in Chura-
chandpur districe, an Ar-
my statement said on
Wednesday.

1n a joint operation, the
Assam Rifles and the Mani-
pur Police seized the ex-
plosives from Lelsang vil-
the

nbe, and Thashvaram. i
last major theatrical re-
was Pazhassi Raja, in

months
anthology of films called
Manorathangal, pred
from his short stories, was
released on OTT. That
work was the last he did for
screen.

LIFE DEVOTED TO LITERATURE
» PAGE ©

revolve: am
from Motjol village in Chu-
rachandpur district, a pol-
ice statement said

Manipur Chief Minister

urity
personnel from Moljol village in
Churachandpur Sstrict
Meanipur. #71

N. Biren Singh on Wednes-
day said the State — in the
grip of ethnic violence
since May 2023 — needed

n. amme at
the BJP State headquarters
here, he said the party

reasons. Today, those w!
have been trying to divide
the State are asking what
the government is doing-
for

“We are not against any

believe n the idea of living
together. We ha eady
started to build relations
tween the police and the
people.” he said.
Mr. Singh s: e state
government is working

making
committees at several
layers e




145,000-cr. Ken-Betwa link project launched

Modi lays the foundation stone for the river-linking project aimed at solving the water woes of the Bundelkhand region, spread across parts of the States of Uttar Pradesh and

Madhya Pradesh; PM credits Dr. Ambedkar’s vision for river valley projects, claims the Congress never gave architect of the Constitution credit for water conservation efforts

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Wednesday laid

the foundation stone for
the Ken-Betwa river-link-
ing project in Madhya Pra-
desh’s Khajuraho, aimed at
solving the water woes of
the Bundelkhand region,
spread across parts of Ut-
tar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh. The project is es-
timated to cost around
345,000 crore.

Speaking at the event,
Mr. Modi credited Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s vision for In-
dia’s major river valley pro-
jects, and accused the Con-
gress of not giving due
recognition to the architect
of the Constitution.

“The major river valley
projects of India were
based on the vision of Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar. The
Central Water Commission

exists today because of the
efforts of Dr. Ambedkar
but the Congress never
gave him credit for his wa-
ter-conservation efforts.
No one was even allowed
to know about it,” he said,
amid the ongoing contro-
versy over Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah’s remarks
on Dr. Ambedkar. The Con-
gress had staged protests
seeking Mr. Shah’s resigna-
tion over the issue.

“Who thought of a vi-
sionary water-conserva-
tion plan? The truth was
suppressed. The true ser-
vant was forgotten so that
credit could go to one per-
son. I tell you that after the
country got Indepen-
dence, the credit for the
farsightedness behind In-
dia’s water management
and construction of dams
goes to Babasaheb Ambed-
kar,” he said.

Mr. Modi said that the
Congress governments of

— - - :

Narendra Modi examines a project map during the event to lay the
foundation stone for river linking project in Khajuraho. ANI

the past were “experts in
making announcements”
but did not have the “in-
tention to implement the
schemes”.

Prosperity on cards

He claimed that the Ken-
Betwa project will bring
prosperity to the drought-
prone Bundelkhand re-
gion. “The people of Bun-
delkhand struggled for ev-

ery drop of water but the
previous governments did
not find any permanent so-
lution to the water crisis.”
“Even after seven de-
cades of Independence,
disputes over river water
between States continued
but no concrete efforts
were made to resolve
them,” Mr. Modi said.
“When Atal [Bihari Vaj-
payee] ji’s government was

SP hails project,

Congress flags
ecological impact

NEW DELHI

While the Congress on
Wednesdasy described the
Ken-Betwa river linking project
as “another proof” of
difference between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s “talk
and walk” on environment, the
SP sought to take credit for
conceptualising it. » PAGE 5

formed, he came up with a
permanent solution
through the river-linking
initiative and even started
the work but it was discon-
tinued after 2004. Today,
Atal ji’s dream is about to
be realised,” he added.
The Ken-Betwa river
linking project is expected
to address drinking and ir-
rigation water needs of at
least 10 districts of Madhya

Pradesh and various dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh. The
project is also aimed at
generating more than 100
MW of hydropower and 27
MW of solar energy.

The Prime Minister also
laid foundation for the
Daudhan dam irrigation
project, which is expected
to address irrigation needs
of 11 lakh hectares of land
in the region.

Mr. Modi said that Mad-
hya Pradesh has become
the first State in the coun-
try with two river-linking
projects under way at the
moment. Recently, he had
also launched the Parbati-
Kalisindh-Chambal river-
linking project that spreads
between Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh.

Apart from the Ken-Bet-
wa project, the Prime Mi-
nister also virtually inaugu-
rated a floating solar
energy project in Madhya
Pradesh’s Omkareshwar,

the State’s first solar power
plant. He also laid the foun-
dation stone for the con-
struction of 1,153 Atal Gram
Seva Sadans and released a
commemorative  stamp
and coin in the honour of
former Prime Minister Vaj-
payee, on the occasion of
his birth centenary.
Madhya Pradesh Gover-
nor Mangubhai Patel, Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav, Un-
ion Jal Shakti Minister C.R.
Patil, Union Minister and
former Chief Miniser Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan, State
BJP chief and Khajuraho
MP V.D. Sharma and other
leaders were present at the

ceremony.
Speaking about con-
cerns that the river-linking

project may cause harm to
the animals at the Panna
Tiger Reserve, Mr. Modi
said the animals at the re-
serve will be kept in mind
while building the canal for
the project.
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The Ken-Betwa River Linking Project

DATIA UTTAR
SHIVPURI () Wy PRADESH
Ken-BetWa LM{ARPUR
LALITPUR I panNA
| TIKAMGARH [ “& SATNA

Daudhan Dam

MADHYA
PRADESH

Source: National Water Development Agency (fCl‘Ol I = i n



Booster shot Keyaspects of the 18,000 crore Ken Betwa river interlink project

« The Ken Betwa project will transfer
surplus water from the Ken river to
Yamuna the Betwa basin to help irrigate the
drought-prone Bundelkhand region
and the adjoining areas

* The 230 km concrete canal will pass

- { through Jhansi, Banda and Mahoba
Lalitadr Son 5o 2 Ken districts of U.P. and Tikamgarh, Panna
Chatarpur \_ \‘ and Chatarpur districts of M.P.
* The project will Hazards: The
p . ey
BUNDELKHAND anna also ben?flt U.P. project |9V0lves
and M.Pinterms deforesting a
Sagar of meeting their  portion of the
irrigation and Panna Tiger reserve

drinking water (a pprqximately
MEP SOURCE: NATIONAL WATER DEVELOPMENT AGENCY needs 10%) in M.P.



RIVER-LINK
PLAN TO HELP
BUNDELKHAND

Transfer of surplus water
from Ken river to Betwa river

STATES INVOLVED
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh

Irrigation
benefits

Total area

6,35,661
ectares

By

K
wz = o
\|yx.a 9 f e,w es
—\ 3 "‘ ,—/ \ v-_f'-
) 14
{ [ ~
T project will
Drinking also generate
to population power
of 13.42 lakh
of UP and MP

r} Esti mated Y,

a18 0571

crore

To be
implemented
through an

SPV consisting
of NHPC and
representatives
of governments

of MP and UP




INDIAN OCEAN

BENGAL

ANDAMAN & NICOBAR

ALY

s Peninsular Component
1. Mahanadi - Godavarni

2. Inchampalli - Nagarjunasagar
3. Inchampalli - Pulichintala

4. Polavaram - Vijayvada

5. Aimatti - Pennar

6. Srisailam - Pennar

7. Nagarjunsagar - Somasila

8. Somasila -Grand Anicut

9. Kattalai - Vaigai - Gundar

10. Ken - Betwa

11. Parbati - Kalisindh - Chambal
12. Par - Tapi - Narmada

13. Damanganga - Pinjal

14. Bedti - Varda

15. Netravali - Hemavati

16. Pamba - Achankovil - Vaippar

s Himalyan Component

1. Kosi - Mechi

2. Kosi - Ghagra

3. Gandak - Ganga

4. Ghagra - Yamuna

5. Sarda - Yamuna

6. Yamuna - Rajasthan

7. Rajasthan - Sabarmati

8. Chunar - Sone Barrage

9. Sone Dam - Souther Tributaries of Ganga
10. Manas - Sankosh - Tista - Ganga

11. Jogighopa - Tista - Farakka (Altemnate)
12. Farakka - Sunderbans

13. Ganga (Farakka) - Damodar - Subernarekha
14. Subernarekha - Mahanadi




Objective and Purpose (@& 3 3¢a2d)

Solve water scarcity (ATl T HHT HT g HLa):

e Targeted at addressing water woes in the drought-prone
Bundelkhand region spanning parts of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh.

o SCAES 81T H Ul T FHT H g F & fAU Tg
IRASTAT Y& AT IS &




Irrigation and energy generation (ﬁﬁ'lé’ AR FaT 3cqIgd):

e Irrigation: 11 lakh hectares of farmland.
e Hydropower: Generate 100 MW.
e Solar energy: Generate 27 MW.

¢ 11T g A A f@=rg, 100 Admare Sifdedd 3cdres 3R 27
AIAIE X FoT 3cUIGT &l 8|

Drinking water supply (9JsTel &Y 31Tclﬁ-f):

e Provide water to drought-prone areas.

o FU-TATAT &4 H Gl T el 3T e




* Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh.
« ALY YT & TGl H TUHAT aRg HIGT c@Rl Rie=amd|

e 45,000 crore.
e 345,000 US|



Political Significance (TSIl ifae HAEcT)

Credit to B.R. Ambedkar (3T. &1.37IX. 3TESHT I AY):

e PM Modi emphasized B.R. Ambedkar's vision for river valley projects.

o TTAHST HICT of oIaT =l RIS & [T 31, 1.3, JESH & TTSChIUT I HAged ¢TI
Criticism of Congress (FTIA 6T ATANTST):

e Claimed Congress neglected Ambedkar’s contributions to water conservation.

e FIIY U STT TI&IUT H 1. HTESHT & ARSI bl @l &l IRIT|

Revival of Vajpayee’s initiative (arera=ft &Y gger A gﬂsﬁﬁﬁ' ha):

e Atal Bihari Vajpayee initiated this project but it was stalled; revived now.

o Ig YRS e TIgRT arerudll anT & dr a1 A dAfehed 31 58 Yefsiiiad fehar ar2m gl



e Developmental Benefits (TAshTATcHS <T9Y)

Prosperity for Bundelkhand (éﬂﬂ'@? & faT weef):

e Bring growth and resolve water disputes between states.

o T o 3R TSAT & ST ST fJae A g e T AT |

Foundation of other projects (31 qRASTATIT &7 f%ﬁ?»ﬂﬁlm'):

e Laid foundation for the Daudhan Dam irrigation project.

o« T3YT T HTE gRAIST fT g @i

Floating solar energy project (q-Tvl’fﬁ*JT HIelX lJﬂﬁﬁ-?):

e Virtually inaugurated in Omkareshwar, Madhya Pradesh.

e HEY Yo & PR H Fllfer GR aRANSTAT HI 3care|




Environmental Concerns (W‘Iﬂ@ﬂﬂ' ﬁl%lT'E")

Impact on Panna Tiger Reserve (9e1T BN RSd I IHE):
e Concerns raised about canal construction affecting wildlife.
o 5TgY TAHAIUT & HRUT gedoildl 9T USa1 dlel THTT I oI [Tl

e PM assured protection measures for animals.

o FUTTHAT o Silela’l sl FI&T & UM T H1eardeT e




Future Prospects (37TasT &Y %i'ﬂﬂa?-lTli')

Boost agriculture, energy, and water availability in the Bundelkhand
region.

d6es & H FW, Fa1 3R dell HT 3Uelstrar I derar Ao




Towering figure

MT authored nine novels and 19 collections of
short stories, directed six films, wrote over

50 screenplays, and published several
collections of essays and memoirs over

a career spanning seven decades

® His novel Naalukettu
is considered a

classic in Malayalam
literature. He penned
acclaimed works, such
as Randamoozham,
Asuravithu, Manju,
and Kaalam

1995: Jnanpith Award

2005: Padma Bhushan

2013: J.C. Daniel Award
for lifetime achievement
in Malayalam cinema

2022: Kerala Jyothi
Award, the highest
civilian award given by
the Kerala government

m In 1970,
Kaalam won
the Sahitya
Akademi award
for the best
novel

m His
directorial
ventures
include the
national award-
winning
Nirmalyam
(1973),
Bandhanam
(1978),
Kadavu (1991),
and Oru Cheru-
punchiri (2000)

7

National
Film Awards

State Film
Awards

M.T. VASUDEVAN NAIR
(1933 - 2024)
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CPI(M) slams Khan
for ‘unconstitutional
activities’ in Kerala

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The ruling CPIM) in Kerala
on Wednesday expressed
hope that the newly ap-

sharp)y criticising Mr.
Khan, who had been at l.ng
gerheads with the Left go-
vernment over various is-
sues, P
sec M.

accused him of engaging in
“unconstitutional actions

State
dan

pa}n Murmu issued orders
inting new Governors

ior States such as Manipur,
Kerala, and Bi

Tallung to presspersons,
5 riticised the

MM Govindan

their_political affiliations,
whether they are a -
ed with the Communist or
Congress parties. Howev-
&, Inatead of adhering to
constitutional norms, Mr.
Khan took unconstitution
al positions, the CPIM)
mds said.

indan said Mr.
K.hans actions such as

Su-
preme Court intervened
were unprecedented.

On new

Congress’s Belagavi session
from today, to pay homage
to Gandhiji and Ambedkar

Members will deliberate on various issues

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

in Belagavi on Fri-
day as part of an event to
of the Bela-

named Bapu-Jai
Bl Jal Sasrekhams” s
vention, Karnataka Dej
Chiief Minister and Stace
Congress chief D.X. Shiva-
kumar has said.

This the other

to create awareness of the
conwributions of Mahatma

i and Dr. Ambedkar
1o the Indian ethos and the
need to preserve and pro-
tect the Constitution and
its values, he said.

spapers had even hailed
Mr. Khan as a greater Op-
position figure than the

rty. He atri-

Opposition pai
buted this perception of
the media to Mr. Khan'

forts to implement the
Parivar  ages

while clashing with the
vernment. “This ap-

proach is considered high-
antipeople.” he said.

Mr. Govindan said Go-

vernors should act consti-

Asked about the new Go-
vernor's he
said the Governor’s selec-

on the RSS-
mp System, but clarified

that he was not making any
prejudiced comments
about it

The CPHM) leader ex-
pressed hope that the new
Governor would work con-
stitutionally and collabo-

The will be

held throughout the vear,
including a

‘on October 2.

BJE*s ‘evil design
name of praising
or. BIP leaders

the country and chart the future course of
protest against ‘insult” to the architect of Constitution; Kharge, Rahul to unveil statue of Gandhiji

Dr. Ambedkar by Union

Home Minister Amit Shah

and other leaders.” he ad-

ded. The CWC meeting
be

Soudha December 26.

He said books in Kanna-
da and English about the
1924 session would be re-

are insulting him. We will
expose this evil destgn of

rate wi
feanwhile, BJP State

prasiciont K. Stivenciran

back ar Mr. Govindan. say.

ing his

Khan
party’s animosity toward
him

the BJP in the Congress
vorking C meet-
ing i Belagrel on Thars.
day;” Mr. Shivakumar said.
“Members will delfber-

on
ing the country. It will aso
chart the future course of

cember 27. The Chief Mi-

35th Congress sessian of 1924 hekd in Belagaui. SPECIAL ARANGEVENT

event, along with Speaker
UT. Khader and Legislative

Council Chairman Basava-
raj Horarti.” he said.
Denying alle; by

BJP MP jagadish Shewar
that it was a

asked him not to go.
Only death can prevent
from visiting  Bel-
gaum”, was what Mahatma
Gandhi wrote in a letter to
G s  Rao Desh-
pande, veteran Congress
leader, in 1916.

The first visit

was 1o return to the
of

The third was to chair the
39th Allindia Congress
Session in 1924.

The session mrned out
to be important since his
chairs

‘manship changed the
organisational  structure
and the functioning style
of the
He d.lscusud his dn-am
* and ©

sessions, the Belgaum ses-
separate confe-
rences against untoucha
bility in favour of
Knast and village indus-

tries, students, municipal
administration, and forma-

tion of States on linguistic

On track: One of the challenges is 1o complete the laying of the

track between Peonamall

e 30d Porur at the earliest o that the
testing can begin in three months. FLE PHOTO

Chennai Metro Rail
begins trial run of its
first driverless train

CHENNAL

Chennai Metro Rail has be-

The three-coach driver-
less train, manufactured
Sl Glty, ‘was transpors

indivi as separate
goaches o the Poonamal-
lee depot in

coupled and sent for the

initial round of te:
For the 118.9 km Chen-
nai Metro Rail's phase I
<t, three-coach trains

ate without glitches and
are capable of handling
passenger operations.
According to Chennal
Metro Rail Limited offi-
clals, dynamic trials or trial
runs began early this w
after static tests were com-

December 2025.

“The traln, which was in
the inspection bay line,
went through static tests

carllest o that the testing
an begin al
ree ontha: The via:
duc(ls)q[lnbg finished in
a few locations, only after
which the track can be
laid. It is going to be diffi-
gult to complete the track:
laying work by March~
mm Ls taken
1o the viaduct, the testing
i with the
overhead

equipment and signalling

tutionally, regardless of 5 protest against the insult of  nister will preside over the  group within the Congress  grounds. Poonamallee to Porur by  system, officials said.
Rl | Stampede at cinema: actor
Police seize and others to hand over
journalist’s

mobile phone

Journalists in Kerala have
protested against the State
Crime Branch’s move to
seize the mobile phone of a
feporter from a Malayslam

was organ
by the Kerala Union of
Working Journalists”
(KUW)) district commitree
to the Director-General of
Police (DGP) office on

Iy, Aniru Ashokan. Similar
marches were organised in
various districts, including

Kozhikode,
and Kanm.

ugurating the march
mn Thlluvanmlhapu
senior Congres

: Trees.
ares over the Bay of Bengal on Wednesday. R DEEP

rough waves and cloudy skies awing ta 3 low pressire

X2 crore to family of victims

11 Movie Makers and th-

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Telangana ¥k Develop-
Chatr-

Reddy. aka Dil Raju, will
hand over an ex gratia of €2
crore to the family of the
victims of a stampede at a
cinema during the pre-
miere of the film Pushpa 2.
Actor Allu Arjun. who is
among the accused n the
stamp. earier
o b i rband
E gesture” for the
treatment of the eight-
year-old Sritej, who is bat-
thing for ms life at KIMS
era-
D thtee weels afer the
incident. His mother was
killed on the spot.

Amount includes
2 crore from Allu

Agun. TS50 lakh cach
from thri Movie
Makers, film director

Addressing media per-
sonnel at the

vednesday. Allu Recvind:
father of Allu Arjun said,

"To support the
the bay and for his future,
we thought we should sup-

and £50 lakh each by Myth”

said during an interaction
with the media.

Thr management
members of the cinema
were arrested. while the
actor was released on bail
after spending a night at
the Chanchalguda jail.

BJP, TDP leaders seek probe into
' | ‘Parakamani’ scam at Tirumala

(UDF) M_M. Hassan alleged
that the police action was a
fascist step and said that
questioning a journalist to

the source of such
information is a violation

The report was about
the alleged leak of login de-
tails of nearly 6.5 million
pPsc ok

AD.
TIRUPAT

The demand for a probe in-
to the alleged “Parakamani
Scam™ ai he Lord venka:
Tedwaia (ampla ot Thrama:

day, with more voices
Jomning the ch
The all

da Jeeyangar Math and

airs Bandi

- Ina
X, Mr. Sanjay aaid & small.
time employee vested with
a huge responsibilicy had
amassed crores of rupees.
He added that the Pedda
Jeeyangar Math's failure to

7 the same had cast
a shadow on the religious

integrity.
TDP MLC B. Ram, pal
ly, and BJP State spo-
and TTD Trust

to supervise the ‘Srivari
Hundl" offerings counting
process at the Parakamani
Hall, who was caught red-
handed in April 2023 by
the TTD's vigil. offi

that the
against ks reporter will be
fought legally.

cm g

when he tried to hide $900
in his underwear.
Union Minister of State

Board member G. Bhanu-

er icting a repre-
sentation to TTD Chail
Naidu on the sidelines

or the L A Bom'd

stted the house properties

which were allegedly ‘gift-
ed’ by Ravi Kumar, as part
of a ‘compromise formula*
arrived at by the police and
s vigilance officials.
The vigilance depart-
ment lodged a complaint
with the Tiumala On
Town Police, which regis-

tered a case
379 and 381 o(l.he wPC. A
chargesheet was filed at

court.
"Aﬂer the accused

agreed to gift several of his

sed,” alleged Mr.

Naidu meets Modi, seeks financial
aid for Amaravati, Polavaram projects

VIAYAWADA
Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-

nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du met Prime Minister Na-

sues u-cludmg the resump.
ton of Amaravati
levaram projects, and

progress  achieved
)Ln(e (.he NDA allies as-

two key projects from the
Union government. He al-
how

schemes were diverted by
government,
ed . Modi

pr
and inform.

AP, Chief Minister N. Chandrababy Nawdu with Prime Minister
ing 2 meeting an

that 74 of those schemes
have resumed.

Mr. Naidu also apprised
the Prime Minister of Arce-

sary clearances from the
Centre and supply of raw
material.

He pointed out that the
previous YSRCP govern-
ment had the re-

ment strategies laid down
in the -Swarnandhra Vi-

tation.

State in January
He met Unlon steel M-

nister H.D.
and discussed steps to be
taken for strengthening the
Steel

venue deficit grant meant
for five years within three
years, and requested Mr.
Modi to extend additional
financial assistance.

Mr. Naidu explained the
State’s plans and develop-

Plant. He also had an inte-
raction with Union Railway

over the the founda-
tion for the south coastal
railway zone headquarters
in Visakhapatnam.

=5




Chennai Metro Rail
begins trial run of its
first driverless train

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chennai Metro Rail has be-
gun the trial run of the first
driverless train in the city.

The three-coach driver-
less train, manufactured in
Sri City, was transported
individually as separate
coaches to the Poonamal-
lee depot in mid-October.
The coaches were then
coupled and sent for the
initial round of tests.

For the 118.9 km Chen-
nai Metro Rail’s phase II
project, three-coach trains
will first become opera-
tional in corridor 4 bet-
ween Poonamallee and Po-
rur. For the same, trial
runs will be conducted to
ensure that the trains oper-
ate without glitches and
are capable of handling
passenger operations.

According to Chennai
Metro Rail Limited offi-
cials, dynamic trials or trial
runs began early this week
after static tests were com-
pleted. The trials will conti-
nue until the passenger op-
erations take off from
Poonamallee to Porur by

December 2025.

“The train, which was in
the inspection bay line,
went through static tests
and was gradually moved
to the test track at the de-
pot, where the trial run be-
gan. The train speed, from
10 kmph-40 kmph, will be
tested in the depot, while
that from 40 kmph-80
kmph will be carried out
on the viaduct from Poona-
mallee to Porur. Braking
system will be particularly
tested,” an official said.

One of the challenges is
to complete the laying of
the track between Poona-
mallee and Porur at the
earliest so that the testing
can begin at least within
three months. “The via-
duct is yet to be finished in
a few locations, only after
which the track can be
laid. It is going to be diffi-
cult to complete the track-
laying work by March,”
another source said.

Once the train is taken
to the viaduct, the testing
will begin along with the
integration of overhead
equipment and signalling
system, officials said.



Chennai Metro Rail Begins Trial Run of First Driverless Train

Summary in Points (English and Hindi)

1. Introduction (TTRT)

First driverless train trial (Tgell STEAXAH ST T YA&TON):

e Chennai Metro Rail started trials for its first driverless train in the city.

e Yoels HEl Yol o AT H IHTeAl Tgell STSaleld ol T TIETOT & foha|




Train Details (¢sT T faavor)

Manufacturing location (AT TUT):

e Built in Sri City, transported to Poonamallee depot in mid-October.

ougiﬂaﬁﬁfrﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁg'éﬁw%mﬂﬁwﬂmﬂ e & a1 TS|

Three-coach system (dlsT ST Tl JOTTAT):

e The train consists of three coaches sent for initial rounds of tests.

o o H AT g AT § o IRTHF 9eI0r & &Iw HAST rm|



Trial Process (931&T0T 9fehT)

Static tests completed (E¢fes gdiayor q0):

e Initial trials began after completing static tests this week.

«Fefeh TETOT U & & TG 38 Feclig IRIAS TIETT YF g3
Dynamic trials (37fcrefrer adraton):

* Speeds of 10-40 kmph tested in depot; 40-80 kmph to be tested on viaduct.
3T # 10-40 forel/aer &r aifd a1 qraqor; 40-80 foheAl/Eer &1 UEToT JrTSee W glem|

Braking system testing (@ﬁ:ﬂT YUTTlT ST TI&TOT):

e Special focus on the braking system during trials.

« GETUT & RIS sfhaT Jumell W AT ea7eT|



Phase Il Project (T 1l TRATSTSIT)

Corridor 4 (HINER 4):

e Trains to operate on 118.9 km corridor between Poonamallee and Porur.

o Toldwel 3 9 & g 118.9 fhell &fd FINSR W el Hamfold giam|
Challenges (ﬂ?ﬁﬁiﬁ):

e Viaduct construction and track laying to be completed by March 2025.

o ArATSHE AT 3N ¢ WO &1 HH AT 2025 Teh Q@ A AT



Future Plans (Hfasa &Y I=1=10)

Integration (TehIehIOT):

e Testing will include integration of overhead equipment and signaling systems.

o TIIETUT H 3NaIgS 3YRI0T 3R @IATelT @TEH &1 TehianoT A glam|

Operations (W):

e Passenger operations expected to begin by December 2025.

o I HaTe fGHE 2025 T E g #T 3FAGH
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India, Saudi Arabia
explore joint ventures
in defence sector

NEW DELII

Saudi Arabia Is on top of

defence technologies that
n localised in re-
cent years, the Indian en-

seml
‘The remarks show I\ow
defence industrial cooper-

a major focus
area between the two
countries as they deepen
defence

Sunai Ajaz Knan

tion visited Riyadh.

Saudi defence compa-
nies displayed a strong in-
terest in fostering parter-
ships in crirical sectors

explore joint ventures and
collaborations.

Highlighting the con-
A

between the two countries
are always based on very
high level of mutual trust

ber, as an Indian delega-

e
g o emerging
technologies such as artifi-
cial intelligence and cyber-
security, officials said on
the discussions during the
seminar.

Focus on indigenisation
As we know, India and Sau-
di Arabia traditonally have
always been the largest im-
porters of defence hard-
ware, Mr. Khan noted, stat-

that now both
countries are trying to lo-
calise defence production
to the extent possible. “In
the last few years, we have
made a lot of progress. But

where we have a large
num of inventory
where we have localised
production. And these
e ‘we can share

Arabia,
on mp of the
stated.

Centre yet to formally
scrap FMR with Myanmar

Tighter guidelines issued to

ate movement of

NEW DELHI
onths after an-
nouncing that the
Fro M it

le between the two countries; earlier.
those living within 16 km of border were allowed to cross but the limit has now been set at 10 km

largely unfenced interna-
tional border.
A senior government of-

ficial told The Hindu that
the notification ending the

The s,
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, and Mizoram, RLEPHOTO

Manipur  border said,
“MHA, Government Of In-
dia has recommended for

FMR, which mw.lves abl-  scrapping the FMR to MEA,
lateral agreement with Gol and a formal order in
Myncmar; 1s yet to b hotl: s awaited.”
fied by the External Affairs The scrapping of the
Ministry. FMR was by Naga-
Home Minister Amit land and Mizoram. The Na-
Shah had on by
February 8 that the FMR  the Nationalist Democratic
had been scrapped to en- ive Party, an ally of
sure internal security of the  the P, has passed a reso-
country and to mamtain  lution In the

cer N. Biren Singh has attri-
buted the ongoing ethnic
violence,  which  has

the “Instructions for regu-
lation  of cross-border
movement of people of
border area across the In-
do-Myanmar Border” from
43 designated entry and ex-
it points, rely
scrapping the regime.
Familial and ethnic ties
Thes OAMR uma: ko 40z

e in 1968 as people on
cither sde of the Border
have

ethnic
ties. The territorial limit of
free movement then was
40 km, which was reduced
€016 kin In 2004, and addi-

away with but stricter regu-  claimed more than 250
lations, such e lives since May 2023, to the
the r: e ve- of
ment &

Iler L km have been intro-

i e baar vt

announcements on ending
FMR but formal orders are
awaited.”

peopl the bor-
der. On September 23,
2023, he urged the Home
Ministry to cancel the FMR
along the India-Myanmar
border.

A senior

A February 16 order by
the Manipur Governor re-
garding temporary suspen-
sion of the FMR along the

ficial said that
vil soctety grou
of the reasons for finalising

sam Rifles is the primary

border guarding force
along che 1643k,
border with Myanmar

along the States of Aruna.

chal Pradesh (520 km), Na-
galand (215 km), Manipur
(398 km) and Mizoram (510
fam).

New rules
For entry into India from
Myanmar, individuals will
have to repore ar the desig-
nated s crossing
points -nd fill a form.
Assam Rifles will
conduct the ent in-
followed by a se-
and health check by
the State police and health
department officials, res-
pectively.

The Assam Rifles will
upload all the forms on the
lndo—{\l)annm Border por.

Salman Rushdie’s
The Satanic Verses
available in India

NEW DELHI

The Satanic Verses, a con-

good so far. The sale has
been good,” Rajni Malho-
tra, owner of the books-
tore, said.

lenglng l.heban 'meonkr

governme:
ohariiics Eallod e subanlt
the notification dated Oc:

tober 5, 1988, which
banned the import of the

“In the light of the afore-
sald circumstances, we
have no other option ex-
cept to presume that no
exists,

pass will have to be depo-
sited on return at the same
crossing point before com-
plnlon of seven
rotocol stated that
the police will do physical
to verify the visit of
anmar nationals as per
the details provided in the
border pass and anyone
clating she conditk

Eight piloc enlry and exit
points will be made func-

ive novel has mp
Fivatad readers for decades
with its imaginative story-
telling and bold themes. It

expression, faith,
the bookseller said iIn a
post on X.

In a post on the social

guage Is courage: the abat

on sta-

billsation of seftware and

deployment of staff. Anoth-

er 14 entry points will be
activated on procurement

and installation of biome-

ric machines and the re-

after

21 points
tng in phce
infrastruc

er put.
requisite

ty
Spealk It, and by doing 56 to
make it true. At long last.
@SalmanRushdie’s The Sa-
tanic Verses is allowed to
be sold in India after a 36-
year ban."

In Nowve Delhi
High cDun dmed me pro-
ceedings on a pesition chal-

and therefore, we cannot
examine the validity there-
of and dispose of the writ
petition as _mfructuous,”
e conier dake:

The book ran into trou-
ble shortly after ks publica-
tion, eventually leading to
tranian leader Ruhollah

Khomeini issulng a farwa
il

nese translator Hitoshi
rashi was killed in his of-
fice. On August 12, 2022,
Lebanese-American Hadi
Matar stabbed Mr. Rushdie
on stage at a lecture, leav-
ing him blind in one eye.

The book has evoked a
mixed response from read-
ers, especially due to its
price.

+ Rich harvest

Woskers pack cablmges afi the harvast at A1 50 the outakirts of Ammritsac Cabbagd ke grownyin arge

4

PM to distribute 58 lakh property
cards to provide ‘record of rights’

NEW DELHI
Four years after the Union
government launched the

amitva scheme to digi-

ral areas,

chayatl Raj Ministry said

on We
At least 13 Union Minis-
ters will address events in
ferent States where the

the Panchayatl Raj Depart-
ment was launched in

— (= § =

Y
Prime Minister Narencra Modi will also interact with beneficaries of
the scheme across the States in a virtuad event. s

April 2020 with the objec-
tive of recording property

ing the owners get bank
loans, reducing. property

disputes and aiding in vil
lagt Jevel planning. The of.
ficials sald that th,

e proper-
ty cards were now being

recognised by banks for
providing loans. In many
cases, it has also helped
women establish their ow-
nership.

The scheme has also
aided in Id.enllf)ing  cpen

spaces, facilitating bette:
Planning for_ community
development.

Panchayati Raj Secre-

tary Vivek Bharadwaj said

(including
franche) 1 have been
ised so

Besld&s 92% of the

onboarded by 31 States and
Union ‘Territories. of
these, Sikkim, -rehngana
and Tamil Nadu

clp:led oty in n-e plln(

B e ety o version
of this scheme. West Ben-
gal, Bihar, Nagaland and
Meghalaya hzve not come
on board, which was a con-
cern, Central officials said.

‘Structures at
Mehrauli Park
have religious
significance’
Press of India
New DELHI

The Archaeological Surw
of India (ASD has 10} the

Supreme Court that two
structures inside the Meh-

says it was

constructed in 1317, "The

structural

and akerdnuns for the .sal(e

of restoration and conser-
vation have impacted the

historicity of the place.”

Doctors to continue protests at
Esplanade over R.G. Kar incident

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

Agitating junior doctors on

continue pl’o(es(s at uplz

nade in the city ovel

Fape and murder of a trab

nee doctor at the R.G. Kar
ical College and

Crossing tro Channel)
will continue for a few days
beyond December 26,
2024 as indicated In our

ous  communication
dated December 16, 2024.
This demonstration will
continue unul our de-
cm g
x

and Joint

in Kokata on December 18. P71

mands are met,” a commu-

nication by Joint Platform
of Doctors to the Commis-

sioner of Kolkata Police

‘The Calcutta High Court
had allowed the Joint Plat-
form of Doctors to stage

round-theclock protests
only till December 26.

in the letter, the Joint
Platform of Doctors also
added that “despie the
Hon'ble Court order, the
police have not extended
cooperation to our peace-

ful protest”. “We hope that
this situation will be recti-

de:

the letter signed by Punya-

brata Gun and Hiralal Ko-
nar, joint convener of joint

Platform of Doctors.

The fresh wave of prot-
ests was triggered after a
clty court granied bail to

— former prin-
dpal of R c Kar Hospital
cer  in-

Bureau of Investigation
failed to file a chargesheet
against the accused within
90 days of their arrest.

States try to enrich themselves by
ratifying building violations, says SC

Krishnadas 1
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
held that State govern-
ments often seek to enrich

the

condoning or ratfying
building violations or ille-
constructions.
e court said such
State govern: were

isation schemes must be
brought out only in excep-
tional circumstances and
as a one-time measure for
residential houses after a
detailed survey and consi-
dering the nature of land,
fertility, usage, impact on

sources, proximity to wa-
ter bodies/rivers and
public interest”.

Unmingful of the fact that Jjudgment was  nience
whatever “gain” by condo-  based on a batch of ap-  showd
nation or of peals illegal

illegal

and access to roads, which

Iy development and auth-
orised activities,” Justice

daciously violate building
plan approval could not be
encor Courts must
Geal with such violadons
with an iron hand_ “Any le-

would amount to

tice
emphasised.
In a serles of directions,
the court ordered that
while issuing the building
planning permission, an
undertaking had to be hen-
ceforth obtained from the
builder or applicant that
possession of the building

Mahadevan

tion/occu-
pation certificate from the

ng sym-
pathy.” Justice Mahadevan

was
insignificant compared to
the longterm _damage
caused to orderly urban

and environ-

in Uttar Pradesh.
“Unauthorised

ment.

A Bench of Justices 1.B.
Pardiwala and R. Mahade-
van declared that “regular-

living nearby, also have an
effect on resources such as
electricity, groundwater

A master plan
or zonal development
could not be individual-
centric, but should have
larger public interest in

mind. Officials who turn a
Nelson's eye on illegal con-
structions must not be al-
lowed to go scot-free, Jus-

Other directions include
the builder must display a
copy of the approved plan
at the construction site at
all times: authorities must
Inspect the site period)

y and keep records of their
imdu.g electricity, water
supply, sewerage connec-
tion, etc.

amx




Salman Rushdie’s
The Satanic Verses
available in India

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Satanic Verses, a con-
troversial book by British-
Indian novelist Salman
Rushdie, is available for
purchase in India, 36 years
after the Rajiv Gandhi go-
vernment banned the
work.

Bahrisons Booksellers
here has a “limited stock”
of the book, whose content
has been deemed to be
blasphemous by Muslim
organisations the world ov-
er. “It has been a few days
since we got the book, and
the response has been very
good so far. The sale has
been good,” Rajni Malho-
tra, owner of the books-
tore, said.

“This groundbreaking &
provocative novel has cap-
tivated readers for decades
with its imaginative story-
telling and bold themes. It
has also been at the centre
of intense global contro-
versy since its release,
sparking debates on free
expression, faith, & art,”
the bookseller said in a
post on X.

In a post on the social
media platform, Manasi
Subramaniam, editor-in-
chief, Penguin Random
House India, said: “‘Lan-
guage is courage: the abili-
ty to conceive a thought, to
speak it, and by doing so to
make it true.’ At long last.
@5SalmanRushdie’s The Sa-
tanic Verses is allowed to
be sold in India after a 36-
year ban.”

In November, the Delhi
High Court closed the pro-
ceedings on a petition chal-

Salman Rushdie

lenging the ban. The order
came after government
authorities failed to submit
the notification dated Oc-
tober 5, 1988, which
banned the import of the
book.

“In the light of the afore-
said circumstances, we
have no other option ex-
cept to presume that no
such notification exists,
and therefore, we cannot
examine the validity there-
of and dispose of the writ
petition as infructuous,”
the court said.

The book ran into trou-
ble shortly after its publica-
tion, eventually leading to
Iranian leader Ruhollah
Khomeini issuing a fatwa
calling on Muslims to kill
Mr. Rushdie and his pu-
blishers. Mr. Rushdie spent
nearly 10 years in hiding in
the U.K. and the U.S. In July
1991, the novelist’s Japa-
nese translator Hitoshi Iga-
rashi was killed in his of-
fice. On August 12, 2022,
Lebanese-American Hadi
Matar stabbed Mr. Rushdie
on stage at a lecture, leav-
ing him blind in one eye.

The book has evoked a
mixed response from read-
ers, especially due to its
price.



Banned due to

* The book contains content considered blasphemous by many
Muslims, including alleged disrespect to the Prophet Muhammad and

the Quran.

- frare A & Tl § o9 s Affew Sufder A €
S YaTeR AlgFAG 3R FAA HT ITATA AMAA g

* Muslim organizations in India strongly opposed the book, calling for
its ban to prevent hurt sentiments among the community.

+ XA H ATETH HISAT & 38 TohdTal ST shaT AU foham 3R
THETT T AT A 3T Ugda & bl o foIv 30
gfdafad s & AT dr|




* Global protests against the book, including in the UK and Middle East,
influenced India’s decision to prevent similar backlash domestically.

- [ & e afRgs Ay, 39 6 f9ea 3R A g9 &, #Rd
& 30 by aﬁqﬂﬁﬁwﬁﬁmﬁwﬁﬂﬁaﬁmﬂww
sdfY dig & gfafhar @ I=r o g

* The ban was justified as necessary to maintain public order and avoid
disturbing the peace in a multi-religious society.

» HTdolioleh STGEYT ST (Wl 3 dg-efder HATST H QT HaT
gl O d9«7 & fov 29 gfader & 31iaedeh AT I



The ban was implemented under
Section 95 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, allowing governments to
prohibit publications promoting
enmity among groups.

Jg 9iaey ARG &3 gfshar
Afedr T 9RT 95 & dgd oImaT

9T, ST THRT HT FHGRT & &I

aATET el aTel YehIRMeAT OX
Jiet S@Te & HeTATT &l &
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Re-release of the Book (T¥ch I Yei: ICEIEG))

The Satanic Verses, a controversial book by Salman Rushdie, is now
available for purchase in India after 36 years.

HelHAT BET & faaried qede & Jefrds e 36 Arel §lg Rd
A Tliest & foT 3ucist gl




Limited Stock Availability (Y& d T 6T 3qcserdn)

Bahrisons Booksellers has a limited stock of the book, which has been in high demand.

TERAH JhAH & I Jedh FT AT Tieh g, TR 3= AT @ 15

Sales have been good, according to the bookstore's owner, Rajni Malhotra.

e HI Alfeleh TGl Hegldl & TR, fashr 3r<aT W &




» 3. Historical Context (¥fagTA% ?i'q"ai')

e Banned by the Rajiv Gandhi government in 1988 for allegedly being
blasphemous.

- 1988 H YToilg IME PR @Rl G&deh H AT sefeAar &
SROT Jiadtead foar a=m |

* The ban sparked debates on free expression, faith, and art.

-%ﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁmdﬂdl, faearg 3R el W 98T O
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* Court Developments (FITITAT A HTATHA)

* In November, the Delhi High Court dismissed a petition challenging
the ban due to lack of government documentation.

e Ade H, TCooll 3T AT ﬁmaﬁaﬁt-ﬁéﬁdm

IR S @ReT ¥ &ar, F4ife TWar § Ja2des eedidsl
IE gl U T



* Global Controversy and Consequences (ﬂﬁaﬂ? fQarg 3R tI'ﬁ'UTIﬂ')

* The book's release led to a fatwa by Iranian leader Ruhollah
Khomeini, calling for Rushdie's death.

» J&dh & faATaT & §1e R

AT od

gcaT & foT waar ST |
* Rushdie lived in hiding for nearly 10 years in the UK and the US.
+ TG o Teh 3R U H @181 10 el P fadmv|
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» . Reader Reception (9T&sT &1 gfafshan)
* The book has evoked mixed reactions due to its controversial nature and high price.

-ﬁﬁmmmﬁﬁmﬁ*Wﬁ%mw



Born

Occupation
Citizenship

Education
Genre

Subject
Spouse

Children

Rushdie in 2024

Ahmed Salman Rushdie
19 June 1947 (age 77)
Bombay, British India

Writer, professor

India (until 1964)
United Kingdom (from 1964)!"]
United States (from 2016)

King's College, Cambridge (BA)

Magic realism - satire -
postcolonialism

Historical criticism - travel writing

Clarissa Luard

2



Novels [edit]

o Grimus (1975)

e Midnight's Children (1981)

e Shame (1983)

e The Satanic Verses (1988)

e The Moor's Last Sigh (1995)

» The Ground Beneath Her Feet (1999)
e Fury (2001)

e Shalimar the Clown (2005)

e The Enchantress of Florence (2008)

o Two Years Eight Months and Twenty-Eight Nights (2015)
« The Golden House (2017)226]

* Quichotte (2019)[227]

e Victory City (2023)[22811229]

Collections [edit]

e East, West (1994)
o Mirrorwork: 50 Years of Indian Writing 1947—-1997 (1997, Editor, with Elizabeth West)
e The Best American Short Stories (2008, Guest Editor)

Children's books |[edit]

e Haroun and the Sea of Stories (1990)[230]
e Luka and the Fire of Life (2010)



India, Saudi Arabia
explore joint ventures
in defence sector

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Saudi Arabia is on top of
the list of India’s close
friends and allies and so is
keen to share a number of
defence technologies that
have been localised in re-
cent years, the Indian en-
voy in Riyadh, Suhail Ajaz
Khan, said recently at a de-
fence industry seminar.
The remarks show how
defence industrial cooper-
ation is now a major focus
area between the two
countries as they deepen
defence cooperation and
explore joint ventures and
collaborations.
Highlighting the con-
gruencies between Saudi
Arabia’s Vision 2030, un-
der which it is targeting to
localise 50% of its defence
spending, and India’s Make
in India initiative, the en-
voy highlighted that there
are a lot of investment op-
portunities in the defence
sector in India. Earlier this
year, Saudi Arabia signed a
$250-million contract for
ammunition from Muni-
tions India Ltd., a Defence
Public Sector Undertaking.
“Defence cooperation
between the two countries
are always based on very
high level of mutual trust
and confidence. And I am
happy to note that our two
countries do enjoy that le-
vel of trust and confidence
and that’s what we are in-
terested to share a large
number of defence pro-
ducts and technologies
with our friendly country,
Saudi Arabia,” Mr. Khan
told the seminar in Novem-
ber, as an Indian delega-

18 a‘\
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Suhail Ajaz Khan

tion visited Riyadh.

Saudi defence compa-
nies displayed a strong in-
terest in fostering partner-
ships in critical sectors
such as shipbuilding, elec-
tronics, and emerging
technologies such as artifi-
cial intelligence and cyber-
security, officials said on
the discussions during the
seminar.

Focus on indigenisation
As we know, India and Sau-
di Arabia traditionally have
always been the largest im-
porters of defence hard-
ware, Mr. Khan noted, stat-
ing that now both
countries are trying to lo-
calise defence production
to the extent possible. “In
the last few years, we have
made a lot of progress. But
this progress has been ex-
tremely time consuming,
resource consuming and
painstakingly slow. But
right now, we are at a level
where we have a large
number of inventory
where we have localised
production. And these
technologies, we can share
only with our very close
friends and allies. Saudi
Arabia, I can assure you, is
on top of the list,” he
stated.



« Overview of India-Saudi Relations (yRd-T3dl ATl FT Fdcllhed)

» Saudi Arabia is one of India's closest allies, showing a keen interest in sharing defence
technologies.

+ TFHET 3RT URA & AT HYeT TgAIHEAT H T T ¢ 3R & die@fafear #r
qrsT & H I &@r @I g




* Focus on Joint Ventures and Collaborations (IIT-H-T-I' 3UHA IR

HEIIT 9T &q1e7)

* Both countries are focusing on deeper defence cooperation, exploring
joint ventures in critical areas.

+ ST 2T T&T TN A HASIGd A 3R _FAGcaqul &idl A
HgercT 3UshAT T T oIl W e Hfgd X w© &




« Defence Sector Opportunities (T&T & & K CRIEY)

* The discussions highlighted investment opportunities in the defence
sector under Saudi Vision 2030 and India’s Make in India initiative.

« TAT A 3er AT 2030 311 &

& dgd &T a7 H @[3 & a8 I TR STl 17|

* Earlier this year, Saudi Arabia signed a $250-million contract for

ammunition with Munitions India Ltd.

Id &I AP SoT sf3Y
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* Technological Focus Areas (ﬂa:a’lﬁ?ﬁr &9 4 €JqT4)

* Focus areas include shipbuilding, electronics, artificial intelligence,
and cybersecurity.

« €17 o &F1 H fAufafeseT, selaciiaayd, TiehiAge
geforoid, 3R FIBa JIET iR &




* Progress in Indigenisation (TUTAII&HIOT H ‘JI?TFcI')

e Significant progress has been made in localising defence production,
though the process is slow and resource-intensive.
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* Both countries are now aiming to share these indigenised
technologies.

» GlAl S 3T 37 Tacel UieAfafehal & 1%

T ¢ &

o1

[h

[ el Rl I&T



» Mutual Trust and Confidence (3T faearT 3 HTHTILT)

* Defence cooperation is built on mutual trust and confidence, forming
a strong foundation for future collaborations.

o T&IT FEIET ITAT [aeary 3R 3TcATaarg o 3R &, i
Sqﬁwé?ﬂﬁ‘ﬂ’mé?ﬁtfuqo AT YR §A1dT &




Aspect

Historical Ties

Strategic Partnership

Economic Relations

Defense Cooperation

Cultural Ties

Details

- India-Saudi Arabia relations date back to ancient trade links and cultural

exchanges.
- Diplomatic relations established in 1947.

- India and Saudi Arabia elevated their relationship to a "Strategic Partnership"
in 2019.

- Trade: Saudi Arabia is India's 4th largest trading partner.

- Energy: Saudi Arabia is a major supplier of crude oil to India (2nd largest in
2023).

- Indian investments in Saudi Arabia are growing, especially under Vision 2030

initiatives.
- Joint military exercises like "Al-Mohed Al-Hindi."
- Counter-terrorism cooperation and intelligence sharing.

- Significant Indian diaspora of 2.2 million in Saudi Arabia (largest expatriate

community).




- Annual pilgrimage of Indian Muslims to Mecca and Medina for Hajj and Umrah.
Key Agreements - MoUs in energy, infrastructure, and investment under Saudi Vision 2030.
- Agreement on defense and counter-terrorism cooperation.

Vision 2030 - India is a key partner in Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030, especially in sectors like

Collaboration IT, infrastructure, and renewable energy.

Recent - Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman visited India in 2019 and 2023.

Developments
- India-Saudi Investment Forum launched to boost economic ties.

Multilateral - Collaborate in G20, United Nations, and Organization of Islamic Cooperation

Engagement (OIC).

- Saudi Arabia supports India's bid for a permanent seat in the UN Security

Council.

Energy Transition - Partnership in renewable energy, including solar and hydrogen energy

projects.
Challenges - Balancing ties with Saudi Arabia and Iran due to regional tensions.
- Addressing Indian workers' rights and issues in Saudi Arabia.

Humanitarian Efforts - Cooperation during the COVID-19 pandemic (medical supplies and

repatriation of workers).

Significance for India - Secures energy heeds and ensures stability in West Asia.

- Strengthens trade, (|, *stment, and cultural ties.
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As rupee hits new
lows, real effective
exchange rate soars
to an all-time high

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

BATTLE FOR DELHI ESCALATES

Delhi govt disowns AAP’s new

schemes, Kejrlwal targets BJP
=
-

Fraudulentand
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Need to counter Cong
on Ambedkar: BJP to
its allies; TDP seeks
()pp—llke coordmatlon

NDA leaders meet at the residence of BfP president) P Nadda
on Wednesday. 77
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Nation Remembers

Shaheed Udham Singh

on his
Birth Anniversary

December 26, 2024




Aspect
Full Name

Birth

Death

Early Life

Role in Freedom

Struggle

Jallianwala Bagh

Massacre

Revenge for

NEVIETWELE

Details (English)
Udham Singh

26 December 1899, Sunam, Punjab (British
India)

31 July 1940, London (Executed by hanging)

Orphaned at a young age and raised in an

orphanage in Amritsar.

Active member of Ghadar Party, fighting

against British colonial rule.

Witnessed the Jallianwala Bagh massacre
(1919), which deeply influenced his

revolutionary path.

Assassinated Michael O'Dwyer, former
Lieutenant Governor of Punjab, responsible

for the massacre.

Details (Hindi)
3y 98

26 feHer 1899, A, Uutre (fsfeer
HRd)

31 S[el1g 1940, wicd (B! e Ja)

6 3IF H 3T 8T Y 3R A b Vb
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Assassination

Details

Trial and

Execution

Legacy

Honors

Recognition in

Films

Inspiration

Shot O'Dwyer on 13 March 1940 at Caxton

Hall, London, during a public meeting.

Convicted of murder and hanged on 31 July

1940 in Pentonville Prison, London.

- Declared a martyr for India’s

independence.

- Inspired generations of revolutionaries and

freedom fighters.

Amritsar Airport renamed as "Sri Guru Ram

Dass Jee International Airport, Amritsar".

His life was portrayed in movies like
Shaheed Udham Singh (2000) and Sardar
Udham (2021).

Symbol of courage, justice, and sacrifice in

the Indian independence movement.

13 "I 1940 BT ¢icd &b b gl §
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A K27/

Haryana observes

Veer Baal Diwas

with deep reverence
In remmembrance of the supreme sacrifice of

Sahibzade Zorawar Singh Ji &
Sahibzade Fateh Singh Ji

December 26, 2024




Aspect
Name

Significance

Date

Historical

Background

Announcement

Objective

Details (English)
Veer Baal Diwas

Commemorates the martyrdom of Sahibzada
Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada Fateh Singh,
sons of Guru Gobind Singh.

26th December

Sahibzada Zorawar Singh (9 years) and
Sahibzada Fateh Singh (6 years) were
bricked alive by the Mughals for refusing to

convert to Islam.

Declared by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
January 2022 to honor the courage of the
Sahibzadas.

- To inspire future generations about the

sacrifices of the Sahibzadas.

- Promote values of courage, sacrifice, and

commitment.

Details (Hindi)

dR g1 feaq

gTfeesiTer SIRTR {88 3R gifegsier
g (48, T% TMifee fHg & A1 & dfeiar
BT Wi ® HATAT ST 2
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Observance

Symbolism

Legacy

Inspiration

First Celebration

Events, plays, and discussions held across

India, especially in schools and gurudwaras.

Represents the highest ideals of humanity:

standing firm in faith and moral principles.

Highlights the contribution of Sikh history
and culture in India's freedom and moral

fabric.

Aimed to foster respect for Sikh history and

bravery among citizens, especially children.

Observed for the first time on 26 December
2022.
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e The “Didi ki Library” initiative,
launched in Bihar under the
World Bank-supported JEEViIKA
project, aims to bridge
educational gaps in rural areas.




s About Didi ki Library:

e A network of community libraries established in rural Bihar to support
education and career development for underprivileged children and youth.

e Learning Resources: Provides textbooks, competitive exam material, and career
guidance resources.

e Focus on Girls: 63% of enrolee’s are girls, promoting gender equality in
education.

e Mentorship: Managed by “Vidya Didi’s,” who guide students in filling forms,
accessing resources, and preparing for exams.







* Google DeepMind recently unveiled GenCast, a groundbreaking Al-based
weather forecasting model.
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e What is GenCast?

* GenCast is a diffusion-type Al
model designed for probabilistic
weather forecasting, predicting
weather conditions using machine
learning techniques.

* Parent Company: Developed
by Google DeepMind.




e How it works:

* Uses ensemble forecasting: Generates multiple predictions by combining
historical data with noisy inputs and refining them iteratively through neural

networks.
e Trained on 40 years of reanalysis data (1979-2019).

* Produces forecasts for up to 15 days with a spatial resolution of 0.25° x 0.25°
and temporal resolution of 12 hours.



e Existing forecast models:

 Numerical Weather Prediction (NWP): Relies on solving physical equations but
requires high computational power and provides deterministic forecasts.

 Huawei’s Pangu-Weather: Predicts weekly weather faster than NWP models.




Good Governance Day 2024



Good Governance Day is celebrated on 25th December to raise awareness
among citizens about government accountability and effective administration.

The theme for 2024 is “India’s Path to a Viksit Bharat: Empowering Citizens
through Good Governance and Digitalisation

It was started in the year 2014 to honor the birth anniversary of former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

The birth anniversary of Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya is also observed on 25th
December.




Participation Rule of Law Transparency
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Madhya Pradesh has recently
gained international
recognition as the Wall
Street Journal named it one
of the Go-To Global
Destinations for 2025.

/

This accolade showcases the
state’s rich heritage, diverse
wildlife, and stunning
landscapes.




Indore Airport to Become India’s First Zero-
Waste Airport



Indore, recognized as India’s cleanest city, is making
strides in sustainability, and is set to become the first
zero-waste airport in the country on December 22.

This initiative focuses on comprehensive waste
management, recycling waste generated by both the

airport and its aircraft.
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National Mathematics Day is observed annually on
December 22, which commemorates the birth of Srinivasa
Ramanujan, a renowned Indian mathematician.

The theme for 2024, “Mathematics — A bridge to innovation,”
puts stress on the significance of mathematics in driving
scientific and technological advancements




1.Srinivasa Ramanujan: Ramanujan was a pioneering Indian
mathematician born in 1887. He made contributions to number
theory and infinite series before passing away at 32.

2.Number 1729: Known as the Hardy-Ramanujan number, 1729
Is the smallest number expressible as the sum of two cubes in
two different ways, showcasing Ramanujan’s genius.



1.Mock Theta Functions: Ramanujan’s work on mock theta
functions laid the foundation for modern modular form theory,
influencing contemporary mathematics and expanding the
field's understanding.

2.National Mathematics Day: Celebrated annually on December
22, this day honours Ramanujan’s contributions and promotes
mathematics’ role in innovation and education across India.
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* What is the primary focus of the Good Governance Day 20247
g f§a@ 2024 &1 AT 3T AT 87

* A. Promoting rural development / ITHIOT T H?T CACIR-GI
B. Strengthening digital governance / f2foieer radid &I Holqd

h ol
C. Celebrating visionary Ieadership/{(ﬂ'&ﬁ Adcd BT AwWT HeATAT

D. Improving transparency and accountability /cquﬁT-IT IR

SareceEl # gUR




* Which Indian airport is set to become the country's first zero-waste
airport? )
il AT HRAT FATSISST S FT Ugell Yed-HeRT TS|
god ST {87 g7

* A. Delhi Airport / feeelt :11331331
B. Indore Airport / Ea’h' K EE]

C. Mumbai Airport / H¥S gaTS3T3aT
D. Bengaluru Airport 7371?13 331%31@




 What uniqgue mathematical property is
associated with the number 17297
TEIT 1729 & 1Y Hid AT HefadT
IO 30T 3T 872

* A.ltis aprime number /98 T

NNTST EAT &

B. It is the Hardy-Ramanujan number /
qg gTSI-TAT ol HEAT 8

C.ltisa perfect square / 9§ T&h YRYOT

T & |
D. It is the sum of three cubes / Ig ?ﬁ?l'



 What is the objective of the Didi ki Library initiative in Bihar?

fSeR & &Y & A ggel 1 3662 AT g7

* A. To bridge educational gaps in rural areas / arAtor 8= A Afayw
R & qIeEaT

B. To provide free books to urban students / Ql%ff SET &I ?FI"FcI'
frare wereT FIT

C. To promote digital education / 3fateer TraTr &\ CIHCH G
D. To establish community centers / mﬁﬂ? g TIRT FT




* What new Al-based weather forecasting model was recently unveiled
by Google DeepMind?

Google DeepMind GaRT gl &1 H @hlel AT FAAT THTS-HTLTRA
AFH qaAIIATS AlSel olied fhar Irr?

a9
* A. Pangu-Weather / q?l'-aa?'
B. GenCast /

C. WeatherAl / A2IT3TS
D. SkyPredict /




. What is the temporal resolution of the GenCast weather forecasting model?
Sielehiee FAIH YaTAT HIS I TAI-HAT FIT g7

e A.6hours/6HE<C
B. 12 hours / 12 €&
C.24 hours / 24 ©¢
D. 48 hours / 48 ue




 Madhya Pradesh was named a global destination for 2025 by which
organization?

HET 9T 2025 & v veh afdaes siaea ha derad
¢dRT AR fehar arar?

 A. UNESCO
B. World Travel and Tourism Councﬂ/ﬁ'&ﬂ' IJraT AR q&ded qRve
C. Wall Street Journal / aTel Fcﬂf Aol
D. Lonely Planet / dYeTolY caAe




 What does the term mock theta functions, associated with

Ramanujan, refer to?
AT ST T ot AfF AeT BFred T 77 37T $?

* A. Functions related to quantum mechanics / FdleH HAbfaaa &

AT HaeH L
B. A type of infinite series in mathematics / 3ITOTd & 3Ta7d AUl &1

Uch YhI{
C. A branch of theoretical physms/ﬂEﬂTﬁ-ﬁT QAT Y T ATET
D. Functions used in cryptography/m H 39T Y A

dTell BaFd




* The Hardy-Ramanujan number is also known as:

BISI-UHITS HEAT T Tl o @ 8l ST S 872

* A. Taxicab Number /ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ' &
B. Euler Number / ATgel¥ H&IT
C. Fibonacci Number / BISaIa T T&AT
D. Golden Ratio / 9ot BIT:I:'CI1T-|'




* How many days of weather forecasts can the GenCast model predict?

Slefehiee HAlsel fohclel fEell 1 HANGH JAITATT F Fehcll 87

* A.7 days / 7 feoT
B. 10 days / 10 &=
C.12 days / 12 f&=1
D. 15 days / 15 feeT
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Word of the day

Wistful:

thinking sadly about something that you would
like to have

Synonyms: regretful, yearning, longing

Usage: she felt wistful as she looked at the old
photographs.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/wistfulpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: wistful/




Fun Fact



Myth : Sound
cannot travel
through water.

Truth: Sound travels faster in
water than in air because water
is denser, but its transmission is
different due to water’s
properties.
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