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* What is the significance of INS Tamal for India's naval production?
* T TS SC oTkRI Shelile SS RIS ETdct SSHS Y SH VI ksl Ui

* A. Itis the first indigenous aircraft carrier / 0T shefele ST TUTUT S Lo
B. It is the last warship to be commissioned outside India / U 3B
WETRE S %5 IS Hoa CPrel B &F )

C. It is India's first nuclear-powered submarine / 90T sheléle & UG
FUCEREEEDH T S BET W )

D. It is the first stealth destroyer built by DRDO / UI ¥§® Y¥gs Yo
O TUTTasy WIS T W



* Where is INS Tamal currently undergoing trials?

+ S ETTTG SRR FHRE WIE T (TS FUERe ] TIUBWY WOH
Ut

* A. Vladivostok, Russia / I PICEDHAS 0 T &
B. St. Petersburg, Russia /E EE‘EIIWJ v 8
C. Visakhapatnam, India /WE?UWWI] W
D. Kaliningrad, Russia /WUﬁ'ﬁ T G



* Which Indian state recorded the highest increase in women’s
workforce participation in 2024?

* 2024 WFE § FAIcEd THWBCPPRIGS T 3F ST T Vet s 1 &
W23 aﬁr T 3% UEd
e A. Kerala/EEEEI'

B. Maharashtra | TIORERT
C. Uttar Pradesh / &S s &

D. Tamil Nadu / HERTST®T



 What is the percentage of women engaged in employment-related
activities in India as of 2024?

* 2024 T3 FlElc WEHE UTTEIGAIRE PISHPR JBRESTI A CPPRIGS 59
5‘31_30‘53' (*WUEI'

*A. 21.8%
B. 25%
C. 30.5%
D. 35%



 What is the primary reason for the rise of right-wing politics in
Europe?

* TAHE WNe: { hoe Tl Tl So & S Wy SAUY Y d UH

* A. Economic instability and migration policies / UW WGf Sed Y
sAdc © Serledid
B. Rise of communism / GdE IIC S &S
C. Declining influence of the United Nations / &RE EEHEE‘QWW
Feichie
D. Strengthening of NATO alliances / Sd&IU &R © Se Ul [PPE



* According to a recent ruling by the Madras High Court, what is the
legal status of arresting women at night?

- BeAIG & | SawIa 33 UBBHTIT (RIG T5'SS . RESTE TEe WOGPPRISSA 56
g qU% 56 Savre U e T GH

* A. Strictly prohibited /g3 T & S HICHPR
B. Allowed only with magistrate approval / S5 TP af¥ S 2 BEPPF
S BIPP o6 VT
C. Advisory (not mandatory) and subject to exceptions / ¢ JdUIS dtie

RATATIHCUIREA> o R TATGHSS R @
D. Allowed without any restriction /51 SI % & IcR S5 REPP 6

Ut



 Which ancient trade route connected China, Tibet, and India, primarily
for tea and horse trade?

* AT ¢ sAGeS ATaT SR Ges 0 %FS & T U Shefble SH o5l od ol o5

W ° 3 EB'E'\E?J'&EI' @EBEE‘DWEB‘%‘I? &'E’W’}B’?JEI'WW
e A. Silk Road/E&'wm

B. Tea Horse Road/?@'ww

C. Amber Road/t_zﬂil'@:

D. Trans-Himalayan Route / SEEtPERERT g SHo



 Which country recently received humanitarian aid from India
following Tropical Storm SARA?

* SAT ed T URRl QE'M SHsRedl *lld® cded 55 [de shelble &5
SRS AT S UIRIed B'EI' SR U

* A. Honduras / YGiREERG
B. Mexico / 5% 33;[
C. Indonesia / W?ﬂa
D. Philippines /411 W



 Which natural phenomenon makes Colombia’s Cafio Cristales River
unique?
* SAT G SASPPS O SHBMIIASE SATHAXK adwee Sk SHA
2 wed [0 Sdog O

* A. It turns red due to a rare algae species /Wg? aXEh kRl 5 ok
SSSAUY Udd W WHICH cdew W

B” It remains frozen throughout the year / 0T RIS Ul T%lew T
C. It has the highest tidal range in the world /FGW ?Ja"s'i»" gl 33'

RARS FRAl cotH G
D. It is the only river with floating magnetic minerals / AT SSTMG °

P SRBRA SEU SHTT EHSON

ACS \ ~



 What is special about the Shanay-Timpishka River in Peru?
+ B 3% ¢ SHUEPRIY € 59 $TF SE AICS eI T T
* A. It has the world's highest waterfall / T¢¥& ITST ¢ [ & 7oqd

o s gde Gl
B. It is the only naturally boiling river / qoU 55 TG WE' TEE

&l Ter S O
C. It contains the world’s largest coral reef system /Ew adSe

g 105 S5 B0 {8 W

D. It flows in reverse dlrectlon due to gravity anomalies / 0T

~o < “~ -~ SA S ~ . -~ ~
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‘Govt. opposes plea
to ban convicted
politicians for life

The Centre was responding to pleas seeking a lifetime ban on
convicted politicians from contesting elections. pTi

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The Centre has questioned
the logic behind the de-
mand for a lifetime ban on
convicted politicians from
contesting elections or be-
ing nominated to Parlia-
ment or State legislatures.

It said that prison sen-
tences or punishments un-
der penal law are for a
specific period, say a few
years, after which convicts
regain their rights and are
prompted to rejoin society.

The Centre was res-
ponding to pleas, includ-
ing one by advocate A.K.
Upadhyay, seeking a life-
time ban on convicted pol-
iticians from contesting
elections.

doms and rights of persons
only for a specific period.
These restrictions cease to
operate automatically. The
Centre indicated that ban-
ning a person, who has
served his time in jail for an
offence, from contesting
elections or re-entering
politics for life would be
unduly harsh, dispropor-
tionate and excessive.

“By confining the opera-
tion of the penalty to an
appropriate length of time,
deterrence is ensured
while undue harshness is
avoided... The petitions fail
to make a crucial distinc-
tion between the basis of
disqualification and the ef-
fects of disqualification.
The basis of disqualifica-
tion is conviction for an of-

It had filed a similar affi-
davit in December 2020,
maintaining that disqualifi-
cation under Section 8 of
the Representation of the
People Act of 1951 for the
period of prison sentence
and six years thereafter
was enough punishment
for errant or criminal legis-
lators. But, on February 10,
the top court said there
was an apparent conflict of
interest if people found
guilty of breaking the law
return as lawmakers.

“Once convicted, how
can people come back to
Parliament and legisla-
tures? There is an apparent
conflict of interest,” Justice
Dipankar Datta, heading a
Bench comprising Justice
Manmohan, had observed.

In its latest affidavit filed
on Monday, the Centre rea-
soned that penal laws im-
pose a restriction on free-

fence. But the basis of the
disqualification becomes
non-existent when the pe-
riod of the conviction
ends,” the Union govern-
ment countered in its
affidavit.

Besides, the govern-
ment said imposing a life
ban would amount to rew-
riting Section 8 by replac-
ing ‘six years’ with ‘life-
long’. The Supreme Court
cannot legislate. That was
entirely the domain of
Parliament.

“A lifetime disqualifica-
tion is the maximum that
can be imposed under the
provisions and to impose
such a disqualification is
certainly within the power
of Parliament... It is trite
law that courts cannot di-
rect Parliament to make a
law or to legislate in a par-
ticular way,” the govern-
ment affidavit noted.



* Plea for Lifetime Ban on Convicted Politicians (WWF&'W caAd® FBIc[BR 3‘6
Wgﬂhe Centre opposed the plea seeking a lifetime ban on convicted politicians

from ‘contesting elections.

 The government argued that penal laws impose restrictions only for a specific period,
and convicts should be allowed to rejoin society after serving their sentence.

(FBE Sedgd U S TEAT SICIER S& WPESH
e thg TIPR o BT TS B TBe O, Sedgd EU S 78IS PIFIR AT 5E WPEST
59 SR &E:ual

» THR H T § [ S STWF T §5 M0 TPR TS FHeR ATSYW 3R
g = MBS 55 FT 2 FUrR TR 50k WOREY TPl UEI5 5% @ WHPF 38 <056
P |) D




2. Court’s Observations (R <dxl¢ SSRATRE O
* Conflict of Interest Concern (FISHSS & S TSI T8 ghodhl

 The **Supreme Court raised concerns

* about the potential conflict of interest if convicted politicians return
to lawmaking.**

e Justice Dipankar Datta noted, "Once convicted, how can people
come back to Parliament and legislatures? There is an apparent
conflict of interest."
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* 3. Government’s Stand (@HUSIYH Sd T
* Temporary Nature of Punishments (¢ od Sd R f 9@ s sheaBTl

* The Centre emphasized that prison sentences and punishments under penal
law are for a specific period, after which convicts regain their rights.

* A lifetime ban would be too harsh and disproportionate.
(Sod Sd R f d7 s hdaFh
Wﬁmﬁsww-ﬂ—aﬁﬁ S E PR ¢35 UREIIE
YOTeE Ol 7 § 55 (1S * Fm%&wgaﬂi ST T T TSN

+ S TEFS HEIR 057 S HHTY 2 THE FHS)



* Distinction Between Disqualification and Conviction (R BE ed> ¥

sEAA!Q }\’s’is

* Disqualification is a consequence of conviction but does not extend beyond
the sentence period.

* The government stressed that a lifetime disqualification is within the power
of Parliament and cannot be imposed by the court.

(R E STT TEEUY AT

+ 2 TEE I TRPRUT 5T PERTH FFE Tl E T AUAGTATE MR TS 5
UL Y5

» WHR A Fgl & © 7EIS 2 TE T UVAS ST MR STV TG T ST &G Ul
? U TGA SUT ST I SUHSSS 76 ) ) -



* Constitutional & Legal Aspects (WWB‘ >Y B'EIWFUJW

 Section 8 of Representation of People Act, 1951 (= ® 3R g VBT I 1951 S%
QTe 8T

* This law already disqualifies convicted politicians for six years after completing
their prison sentence.

* The Centre argued that amending this section to make it lifelong is the
responsibility of Parliament, not the judiciary.
(cF© W? S I 1951 se ATET 8h

* IG Flole WW@&UEEEHEE ¢ od R RS 55 (e U IS S50S
? BE a—'UJaaaUﬁ

+ TR & b AT foh Tg WHSKSR S TU TFS 7S SUT ST B 599
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» Judicial Precedents (I IS S LR

* The government cited previous Supreme Court rulings that courts should
not interfere in legislative matters.

* Imposing a lifetime ban would amount to rewriting the law, which is beyond
the court’s jurisdiction.

(Feprars smgaeh

¢ TIFR ﬁr&irs w@agwmw’xw’sﬁ Yo Eprsa &=
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* Social Impact (GIGERE S s shelsBl
A lifetime ban on convicted politicians could restore public trust in
governance and reduce criminalization in politics.

 However, it could also prevent reformed individuals from contributing
positively to society.

(GICRPE S 5 Fafh
+ AT AT R ITSTET HTAT T A O S WR FRRES Y
SHUHCS R T TSod 3 PRI (1T §F S0

. ETeTiTh, TE BIRETS (U5 TS GOk WG STHS § TFES T5E
BETFEd G5 cA oY)




* Political Impact (¥kb- SgBlcS s shasbl

* Could lead to stricter candidate selection by political parties, reducing the
entry of criminals into politics.

* But it may also be used as a political tool to target opponents.

(k- SePleS s sheafh

- U SPFS COBAEH £ CEABY QIS T ¥ 3 SFHSUSH ET ¢35 AW
ﬁlﬂﬁ%ﬂﬂfﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬂ‘mmﬁﬁ & St

» oifchel, T 3T &TTH SBE R © A % Casd ST ST FeF W od
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* Economic and Administrative Impact (36 ¥ SCTAGACS s sheald

* Reducing criminalization in politics can improve governance, attract
investments, and boost economic growth.

* But implementing a lifetime ban would require administrative and legal
changes, increasing the burden on the judiciary.
(UW 7Y SCATS shdafh
* Tk SePle TR FWEEEIT S TS5 Cde © WoRRTY TGPl o5 [SBd
>Y UW w EQDWWHI

@rm S TEIS HeR UIGISUSISSS STAHSS U SAVhe
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46% MPs Face 5
Criminal Charges

Record 251 of 543 Members of
Parliament have criminal cases
registered against them

@ MPs with criminal cases
Candidates with criminal cases
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Tainted MPs

DMK, SP have the highest percentage of
MPs with criminal cases against them

MPs with criminal cases

2019 2024
DMK = 43% 59%
sp 74 40
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Dubious Record

12 states have more than 50%
MPs facing criminal cases

% of MPs with criminal cases
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Arctic military build-up brings foreign
troops to NATO member Finland
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Sufi leader envisions Vatican-like state of ‘love, peace, and kindness’ in Albania
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Arctic military build-up brings foreign
troops to NATO member Finland

Agence France-Presse
SODANKYLA

Finnish conscripts in white
and grey winter fatigues ski
through a snowy forest
near the border with Rus-
sia, dragging small pine
trees behind them to ca-
mouflage tanks.

The troops blend in well
with their surroundings as
they prepare for battle, in a
U.S.-led military exercise
designed to hone tactics
and a rapid response in
case of conflict in the Arc-
tic region. Some 900
troops from Finland, the
United States, and Canada
are all involved in “Arctic
Forge 25", which began on
February 14 and ends on
Friday, about 130 kilo-
metres from the border.

Practising Arctic war-
fare is now seen as essen-
tial for NATO allies, with
the area of increasing inter-

est to the United States, as
well as Russia and China,
and after indications of a
U.S. policy switch on Euro-
pean defence.

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s sudden shift on
Ukraine, pursuing talks
with Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin and sidelining
Ukraine and Europe from
discussions, has shaken
the alliance.

Survival efforts

Temperatures in the re-
gion tend to drop to
around -20C at this time of
the year but this winter it
has been unusually mild at
-1C. Focusing on keeping
dry and warm around the
clock, Julius Kallinen, 19, a
tank gunner and conscript
from the Finnish Jaegar
Brigade, underlined the
importance of survival
skills in the harsh weather
conditions. “Anything can

Around 900 troops
from Finland,

the U.S., and Canada
are involved in

the ‘Arctic Forge 25’

happen here, you can fall
into a frozen lake or a
swamp,” he saidas he set
up his platoon’s base and
others dug foxholes in the
damp knee-high snow.

“You need to know how
to warm yourself up, be-
cause pretty quickly when
it’s minus 30 degrees you
can go into hypothermia.”

Foreign troops have be-
come a common sight in
the village of Sodankyla,
which is home to about
8,000 people.

A growing number of
military exercises have ta-
ken place since Russia’s
full-scale invasion of Uk-
raine three years ago.

Finland shares a 1,340-
kilometre border with Rus-
sia, and joined NATO in
2023, dropping decades of
military non-alignment.

The Nordic nation also
signed a bilateral defence
pact with the United States
last year. Finnish Defence
Minister Antti Hakkanen
confirmed in February that
NATO’s Forward Land
Forces (FLF) will be sta-
tioned in Sodankyla and
the nearby city of Rovanie-
mi. The FLF forces are sta-
tioned in allied countries
during peacetime to train
with national forces.

“Bringing together war
fighters from Finland, Ca-
nada, and the United
States to practise this and
hone our skills is incredibly
important to increasing
our Arctic vitality and rea-
diness,” said Daniel Lud-
wig, commander of the
U.S. troops.
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* Military Exercise ‘Arctic Forge 25’
* Around 900 troops from Finland, the U.S., and Canada participated.
* The exercise was conducted 130 km from the Russian border.

* The purpose was to train for Arctic warfare and rapid conflict response.
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* Finland’s Shift in Military Alignment
* Finland joined NATO in 2023, ending decades of military neutrality.
* A bilateral defense pact was signed with the U.S. in 2023.

 NATO’s Forward Land Forces (FLF) will now be stationed in Finland. 11 © T sd
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e Extreme Weather Conditions in Arctic Warfare
* Winter temperatures drop to -20°C, making survival tactics crucial.

* Soldiers practiced maneuvering in deep snow, camouflage
techniques, and endurance training.
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* . Social Aspects (GICEPY S EUIRRH

* Increased military presence in Finland affects local communities in Sodankyla, where
8,000 people live.

* Foreign troops training in Finland has become a common sight, affecting the cultural
dynamics.
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* Political Aspects (Skk- Se@leS EUITh$T

* Finland’s NATO membership has shifted geopolitical balance in the
Arctic region.

e U.S. policy shift on Ukraine, with talks between Trump and Putin,
raises concerns about Europe’s security.
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* Geographical Aspects (SOIGREIS EUTTRHT
* Finland shares a 1,340 km border with Russia, making it strategically
Important.

* Arctic conditions necessitate specialized military training and

survival strategies.
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Economic Aspects (SHaE EUIRhH
Increased military spending in Finland after joining NATO.
Potential boost to local economies in regions where NATO troops are stationed.

The arms industry benefits from military build-ups, increasing defense contracts.
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* Future Implications (BT S5 s shdssl
* Greater U.S. and NATO presence in Finland will escalate tensions with Russia.

* Finland will have stronger military alliances but may also face economic strains due to
increased defense spending.

* More Arctic military drills are expected, making the region a key global security focus.
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THE MAHA KUMBH ENDS

Devotees gather to take a dip at the Sangam in Prayagraj on Wednesday, the final day of the Maha Kumbh.AP REPORT, PAGE 9



BINGING ON JUNKFOOD CANALTER
BRAINACTIVITY: NEW STUDY

SPLURGING ON fatty foods
such as chocolate bars, crisps,
and other junk foods for just
five days can lead to lingering
changes in brain activity, ac-
cording to a new study, pub-
lished in the journal Nature
last week. The resulting brain
patterns are similar to those
found in people with obesity.

After we eat something,

PAPER

CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

high-sugar snacks.

“The researchers imaged
blood flow in the partici-
pants’ brains as a proxy for
brain activity. Imaging was
performed before the five-
day period, immediately af-
teritand one week later,” ac-
cording to areport in Nature.

The researchers found
that after just five days of in-

our body releases insulin to
help us break down the food. Some of this
chemical reaches our brain todampen our
appetite. In people with obesity, the brain’s
response to insulin becomes weaker,
which affects how the body processes food.

To better understand the effects of
insulin on the brain, researchers re-
cruited 29 healthy male volunteers.
Eighteen of them were put on a high-
calorie diet for five days. Their diet com-
prised 1,500-calorie packs of high-fat,

dulgence, the men’s brains
showed higher activity in brain regions
thatrespond to food rewards and dietary
changes. These are patterns typically as-
sociated with obesity or insulin resist-
ance, which could lead to type 2 diabetes.
This means that “brain response to in-
sulin can adapt to short-term changes in
diet before weight gain and may facilitate
the development of obesity and associ-
ated diseases,” according to study.
EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE



How Trump’s ‘Gold Card’ US visa could work, what concerns it raises

RAVNEIT KAUR BRAR

PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP has an-
nounced a visa program called “Gold Card”
for foreign investors seeking permanent
residency in the United States, and uiti-
mately American citizenship,

“We are going to be selling a Gold Card,”
Trump said on Tuesday. "We are going to be
putting a price on that card of about $5 mil-
lion, It’s going to give you Green Card priv-
ileges, plus it’s going to be a route to

(American) citizenship, and wealthy peo-
ple would be coming into our country by
buying this card,” he said.

The scheme, the details of which would
be knownin two weeks, would replace the
EB-5 immigrant investor visa program,
Trump said.

Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick
said “the EB-5 program...was full of non-
sense, make-believe and fraud, and itwasa
way to get a Green Card that was low-price”,

EB-5 vs Gold Card

The EB-5 program, created by Congressin
1990 and admimistered by the US Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS), grants per-
manent residency (Green Card) to foreigners
whoinvestin American businesses. lnvestors
must put inat least $1.05 million ($800,000in
certain specific cases), and create at least 10
jobs for Americans.

While details are not known yet, it appears
that the Gold Card will not require an invest-
ment inAmerican businesses or the creation
of new employment. It could simply be a di-
rect purchase of a Green Card by paying aflat
fee of $5 million to the US government.

It appears likely that the USCIS will ad-
minister and regulate the issuance of the
Gold Card as well. USCIS will likely work with
the Department of State and Department of
Commerce to administer the investment
side of the scheme. Processing times are ex-
pected to be short to incentivise the scheme.

Likely benefits to the US...

It could be argued that the “clear and
simple” route to residency offered by the
scheme will bring high-net-worth individ-
uals to America, whose investments will
stimulate the US economy, High-net-worth
immigrants often invest in real estate, lux-

ury markets, and businesses.

As Lutnick has pointed out, the EB-5 pro-
gram hasbeen accused of facilitating fraud;
and a simple, high-cost purchase model
could reduce or eliminate such risks.

...And several concerns

While the Gold Card scheme throws up
several ethical, legal, and political concerns.

W The program could be seen as putting
American citizenship on sale, favouring
money over merit, catering to the rich at the
expense, perhaps, of talented professionals.

BImmigration programs with an invest-
ment component can be vulnerable, in the
absence of strong regulatory checks, to pos-
siblemoney laundering and undue foreign
influence, Trump was nonchalant when
asked whether the program might open
America’s doors to Russian oligarchs: “Yeah,
possibly. Hey, 1 know some Russian oli-

garchs that are very nice people.”

M [T the Gold Card comes without a re-
quirement to invest “in jobs-creating enter-
prises”, passive investors could gain residence
inthe USwith no contribution to its econoimy.

W The central questions remain whether
US citizenship is to be put on sale, and
whether US immigration policy should
privilege skills, contributions, and diversity.
A similar program in Canada, albeit witha
much smaller investment amount, was
shut down after rampant misuse.

Challenges ahead

IN CONGRESS: Any significant change
toimmigration policy must be approved by
Congress. The Republican party currently
has a majority in both houses; however, not
all Republicans may want to be accused of
selling American citizenship. Democrats
will almost certainly oppose the proposal.

IN COURTS: Most legal challenges in
visa programs originate from the adminis-
tration of the program, rather than the pro-
gram itself. It is too early to guess what le-
gal challenges Trump's Gold Card may face.

Indians and Gold Card

In the 2023 financial year, only 631
Indians abtained US Green Cards through the
EB-5 program using consular processing.

Given this small number for a scheme
where the investment required is only about
$1 million, it seems unlikely that the idea of
buying a Green Card for five times that sum —
more than Rs43 qore at the current exchange
rate — will appear attractive to many Indians.

(Ravneit Kaur Brar ts a US attorney and a
member of the American Immigration
Lawyers Association. She is empanelled
with the US Embassy in India)



Introduction to Trump's ‘Gold Card’ Visa

Former U.S. President Donald Trump announced
a new visa scheme called "Gold Card".

This visa aims to provide permanent residency
(Green Card) and eventually U.S. citizenship.

The scheme is expected to replace the EB-5
immigrant investor visa program.
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Key Features of the ‘Gold Card’ Visa

Applicants must pay a flat fee of $5 million.

Unlike the EB-5 program, no job creation or business investment is required.

The scheme is intended to attract high-net-worth individuals.
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Comparison: EB-5 vs Gold Card Visa

EB-5 Visa: Requires a minimum investment of $1.05 million and the creation of at
least 10 jobs.

Gold Card Visa: Requires only a $5 million payment, without any investment
obligations.
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* A. Social Aspects (GAWEPY S TUIRH
* The Gold Card Visa favors the wealthy over skilled professionals, creating inequality.

* It may reduce diversity in U.S. immigration, limiting opportunities for talented
individuals.
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Political Aspects (S5 SgBleS  EUTRh

Requires approval from Congress, which might oppose it due to concerns about
“selling citizenship.”

The Republican Party is divided, as they don’t want to appear as selling U.S. residency.

Legal challenges might arise regarding its administration.
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* Geographical Aspects (FRFES TUSR

* The visa could attract wealthy individuals from Asia, the Middle East, and Russia.

* May affect global migration trends, as rich elites would prefer this route over
conventional investment visas.
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Economic Aspects (S3TaS EUTThT
The scheme could bring billions in revenue to the U.S. government.

Risk of misuse, as it might attract passive investors with no real contribution to the
economy.

EB-5 program helped create jobs, but Gold Card eliminates that benefit.
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Challenges and Concerns (R¥PR-IcH> O SEgedsel

Selling U.S. citizenship may create an ethical debate on merit vs wealth-based immigration.
It could be used for money laundering, as no business investment is required.

Indians may not find this scheme attractive due to the high investment cost ($5M vs $1M in EB-5
Visa). ‘
(RTEEBT SIUVES I (B $PFS (UG &% 3U ¢35 cd W (ST hIRIel el1e {3
ot 9T FaAT 36 dehdl 2l
gwwi@m SSHIS &TEP 4B I d ¢35 o O Flfch g cAGAAS Adq MaeTHh =1gh

| ~ A ~ -~ ~

Seltleed] T¢ & S0 S § 3B SUREASIg Tl T 3% AF3C Wave S56M) EB-5 U E1M) 3%
ST WRAT OH)




Trump says Zelensky to
sign minerals deal in US

To Meet US Prez In White House On Friday, Ukraine Leader Says
Agreement’s Success Hinges On Security Guarantees Talks

’ Territory under Russian
WH AT s control as of February 4,
at 1630 GMT
AT STAKE?
Ukraine holds some 5% of the
world's mineral resources, which @ o
Trump wants to secure, but not
all of them are yet exploited - or :
easily exploitable - and some lie g
in territory occupied by Russia ®. . y-
Titanium is used Lithium is a crucial  The country's
in construction, element in batteries,  meost productive
airplanes, including those in EVS, mines produce ) Uranium is
orthopedic implants = and in other industrial  jron, titanium, used in nuclear
and as an additive products, including manganese Crimea power plants
in paint and some medications. and zirconium and nuclear
cosmetics, including | Ukraine has a third weapons.
sunscreen. Titanium = of Europe’s total Ukraine has the
mines in Ukraine reserves, although @ Graphite is a key component in electric largest uranium
account for 6% of some sites are in war-  vehicle batteries and nuclear reactors. Ukraine’s = reserves in
global output contested areas reserves represent 20% of global resources Europe
Rare earths are a group of more than a dozen metals, much less abundant than titanium or lithium, that are
used in many high-tech sectors, including green energy, electronics and aerospace. Ukraine has substantial
reserves that are mostly untapped, and it is unclear how expensive they would be to extract
WHAT DOES TRUMP WANT? " gn WHAT DOES $1.1ba Ukrainian
Trump wants revenue from the t UKRAINE WANT? from naturalu
= : o
minerals as repayment for US ! Trump’s backing in the resources royalties. It
military aid, He has previously war and role in setting is far less than what
sought $500bn - 4 times the $120bn ’ the terms of an eventual g"emm from
that Washington has reportedly given ' . l peace with Russia e Y B AR



India Tops Global IPO Charts

India led in IPO count, but funds US remained the top destination
raised ($199bn) were lower than in terms of value of IPOs,
US's ($32.8bn), highlighting a holstered by 101 cross-horder

surge in smaller public listings listings—33 from China

Despite economic
challenges, China saw

98 IPOs, signalling resilience.
Adding Hong Kong's, the
value of IPOs in the country
almost equalled India’s
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Source: EY Global IPO Trends Report 2024 | Design: Visual Capitalist “Excluding UK



Double trouble for foreign edu:
Weaker rupee, tougher visas

Re’s 5% Slide In 6 Mths Adds Z5L Burden To 71Cr Study Bill

Mayur.Shetty
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: A weak rupee can
be a boon for NRIs, butitisa
bane for Indians studying
abroad. Adding to their pain
is the tightening of post-edu-
cation work visa norms,
which dims chances of hig-
her pay abroad and repay lo-
an sooner back home,

In six months, the rupee
has depreciated by about 5%
to 87.2 against the dollar from
83.5in Aug. That'san increase
of Rs5lakhonaRs1-crore tui-
tion-plus-expenses budget.

At the same time, the UK
hasproposed requiring inter-
national graduates to secure
graduate-level jobs with sala-
ries between 36,000-40,000 po-
unds to stay beyond two ve-
ars. Canada too is tightening
immigration rules for Indian
students, by allowing offici-
als to cancel permits and en-
ding the Student Direct Stre-
am visa program.

“Earlier, students used the
post-education work visa to
earnindollarsandrepayalar-
gepartof theirloans. ForIndi-
an students in undergraduate
programs, the impact could
be severe as their total cost of
education Is inexcessof Rs1.5
crore in the US,"” said Ajay Bo-
hora, co-founder of education

COST OF A DREAM

I 02

US tops in number of students and spending
No. of students in 2023 (in lakh)
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loan company HDFC Credila.

This means either a long-
er repayment period or hig-
her EMIs on their education
loans, said Bohora. The weak
rupee also increases costs for
students flying back. Accor-
ding to Bohora, the higher fi-
nancial burden on families
will require students to be
more frugal.

“T am now sending $800 a
month instead of $900 for my
daughter'sfood &board inthe
US. Govt has, on top of that,
put TCS, which is an additio-
nal burden. So, on my tax-pa-
id money, | am paying tax for
the second time via TCS. Tho-

ugh I can get a refund, it has
blocked my tax-paid money
for a year," said Sudha Pai, a
Mumbairesident.

“While fluctuations are a
regular phenomenon, this ye-
ar there has been a huge up-
ward rise in the dollar. Cou-
pled with the uncertainty
caused by the political scena-
rio in the wake of elections,
theimpactonoverseaseduca-
tion has been huge,” said K P
Singh, an education counsel-
lor & founder, Institute of Ma-
nagement & Foreign Studies.

According to Karan Gup-
ta, a career counsellor, pa-
rents can ‘lock in’ foreign ex-

change rates by getting a loan
sanctioned early and transfer-
ring funds to the university
account to hedge against de-
preciation. “Students should
avoid foreign currency loans,
as it would be more expensive
to repay when they return to
India. They should also apply
to universities that offer fi-
nancial aid and scholarships,
thereby reducing their finan-
cial burden,” said Gupta.
Bohora attributes the
restrictions on student work
visas to "economic patrio-
tism,"” which is on the rise in
the US, the UK, and Canada.
The US has signalled its in-
tent to attract highly skilled
global talent to drive technolo-
gical innovation and econo-
mic growth., Indian students
who want to pursue higher
education in the US would ha-
ve to explore emerging fields
such as GenAl, cybersecurity,
distributed finance, blockcha-
in, and digital currencies to
enhance job prospects.
According to Singh, stu-
dents should not focus solely
on traditional fields like co-
ding and programming but
should explore new-age are-
as. Headded that those witho-
ut the financial resources
should not take risks by pur-
suing courses with limited
employment potential.






e At 101 years old, Vallabhajosyula Sriramulu has proven that age is just
a number. Competing against athletes from 110 countries at the
World Masters Athletics Championship in Sweden, he clinched three
gold medals in javelin, discus, and shotput.

* Born on July 18, 1923, Sriramulu celebrated his 101st birthday just
weeks before this historic win.

* His journey is a testament to perseverance and passion, having
previously won a gold and two silver medals at the same
championship in 2011.



* Upon his return to Visakhapatnam, he was warmly welcomed by D.S.
Varma, Vice President of the Visakhapatnam District Cricket
Association, who praised him for bringing pride to the city.

e Sriramulu’s story inspires millions, showing that determination and
discipline can defy the limits of age.
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* What is SPHEREXx?

* Full Form: Spectro-Photometer for the History of the Universe, Epoch of
Reionization, and Ices Explorer.

* Mission Type: Space telescope designed to survey the sky in optical and
near-infrared light.

* Duration: A two-year mission to map the universe and study its origins.




* Launched By:

e Agency: NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Administration).
* Rocket: SpaceX Falcon 9.










* What is SWAYATT?

e Full Form: Startups, Women & Youth Advantage Through e-Transactions.
* Launched On: 19th February 2019.

* Ministry: Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India.




» Aim of SWAYATT:

* Promote Inclusion: Enhance participation of women-led
enterprises, startups, and youth in public procurement.

* Empower Marginalized Groups: Focus on Micro & Small
Enterprises (MSEs), Self-Help Groups (SHGs), and backward
sections of society.

* Facilitate Market Access: Provide direct market linkages to
government buyers without intermediaries.

* Boost Economic Growth: Encourage hyper-local job creation
and inclusive economic development.




Black Plastic







* A recent study on black plastic found that it contains toxic flame
retardants, raising concerns over food contamination and health risks.



e A type of plastic material often produced from recycled electronic
waste like TVs, computers, and appliances.

e Commonly used in kitchen utensils, takeout containers, packaging, and
toys.

* Made from polypropylene (PP), polystyrene (PS), and polyethylene (PE).

e Contains flame retardants such as bromine, decabromodiphenyl ether
(BDE-209), and heavy metals like lead, mercury, and cadmium.




of Black Plastic:
» Kitchen utensils: Spatulas, peeler

food containers.

 Applications
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* Electronics:

and chargers.

 Automobile industry: Dashboards and

interiors.

* Consumer goods: Toys, cosmetics

packaging, and furn

iture.



e Studies suggest trace amounts of toxic chemicals may leach into
food when exposed to heat.

e Despite low contamination risks, the long-term effects of these
chemicals remain uncertain.

e Health Risks: Contains neurotoxic heavy metals and carcinogenic
compounds.

e Food Contamination: Heat exposure may cause chemical leaching into
food.

e Environmental Hazard: Difficult to recycle, leading to increased plastic
pollution.




from the session




 What was the Supreme Court's key concern regarding allowing
convicted politicians to contest elections?

- BFEY SHH 56 6 TEE Sousd 5o FaS dd'S 56 ¢ W SSEY
W EFIv T T

* A. It would violate the Representation of People Act / I §
PR € QWWEH&' Ac T SWUd
B. It woqu lead to increased political corruption /FGEE'EEF VQ‘&FE
¥ Heagger 0o
C. It would create a confllct of interest in lawmaking / WWWW
WIS d sSHdA &'a' swud
D. It would weaken democracy / I TEE ok SH S WA ST



* According to the Representation of People Act, 1951, how long are
convicted politicians disqualified from contesting elections after

completing their sentence?

TS PHOIPRT PAWE W0 1951 33 REAUN T R Soo5 A 59
god WUEE‘EEE@-&B TS ISF AT R TS SR B SUEEE

sacd Ol

* A.2years /[ 2AH
B. 5 years /53
C.6years /6 AN
D. 10 years / 10 ASH



 What was the government’s argument against imposing a lifetime ban
on convicted politicians?

- TBEUE SHSA LU S TEIS PR UVISISW Wl gUSH 59 ¢
T o

* A. It would violate their fundamental rights / JUI & SS RIS
R saEisd & dc © UgRd
B. Only Parliament can impose such a ban, not the courts / Bgail' ks ©
Ted ¥R dUd ¢S oo Ul R oA adtUIH
C. It would increase political instability / ¥¢ SOk SPes °f Ued
[0%P&
D. It would discourage people from joining politics / ¢ SIEP T Seske
W PR %EWW -



* Which military exercise recently took place near the Russian border
involving Finland, the U.S., and Canada?

* T § 3% CeCHSSEIC UBH UBEWBTS Sd &l 2 §9¢ A0 STED
wmigaosr ?ngaa—sﬂr

* A. Exercise Arctic Forge 25 /% gde © 3@53 (Al 25
B. Exercise Northern Strike / 3'33 Waﬂal-_s'

C. Exercise Cold Response / 2 3'33' ST ) éf
D. Exercise Winter Shield / 2 6'33' W §'€§'



 What major geopolitical shift occurred in Finland in 2023?
* 2023 W50 © W WeAT ¢d [ dd kR Seles TNeRlelh 5

* A. FmIand sighed a defense pact with Russia /211 S T9F BT e 33'33_
Yo PR FEI'UJba_aEI"%EE'
B. Finland joined NATO, ending its neutrality /30 S T S NATO T
5 0 R TS oo f Lt ] 3%
C. Finland withdrew from the European Union /501 S T S Ited ok
SRS 5e FBId 58
D. Finland banned all forei n military exercises on its land /#10 © T %

Q TSE; WG TGS O ¢ EACSHEY IR VT SE I

~ AN



 What is the name of the new U.S. visa program proposed by Donald
Trump?

* TRAE ¥ 19U S b PIEE ST ATBRET Wed ST W 59 SWE T T GH

* A. Golden Opportunity Visa / B  © EF s& Jeud

B. Gold Card Visa / &€ WW
C. Presidential Privilege Visa / BB 3BT U< *PHRIRET Aedd

D. Investor Green Pass / ﬁ's’a 133 3'6‘ )



* How much does an applicant need to pay for the ‘Gold Card Visa’?

* T SAWRIT SFHT T3 SBST SHB T WL 39 WIS

* A. S1 million
B. $2.5 million
C. S5 million

D. $10 million



 What is NASA’s new space telescope project named?
 $Igd 3% SE PN FELES EONEE 59 59 SE T T U

* A. SPHEREX
B. James Webb Il
C. Cosmic Watcher
D. Deep Universe Explorer



e What does the SWAYATT initiative aim to achieve?

* SWAYATT EUITT 39 &85 ¢ G
* A. Promoting youth led startups and women entrepreneurs in public

procurement/mg G 8lgc WTWW adesR ¢ >

W&rﬂmnmw -
B. Providing financial aid for small businesses / QE;IG'EI ACATRASS H S

HTed cUded scdt ST
C. ﬁncouragmg foreign investment in India’s tech sector / Fg¢lc S5 €8

Bo U WPHGEE FEL T ok PUle $USH N
D. Enhancing agrlcuﬁural exports through digital platforms /5% s

Toe ITEHF ST OR © T TE F TP TH [ TBH



 What major environmental concern was raised regarding black plastic?
- 593 ToWa § ST SIS 36 s E IR e Hhd « ode UEd

* A. It emits harmful radiation / JOT UEBF STES SBRE T & Hesle SUed
)

B. It contains toxic flame retardants linked to food contamination /
a-zsmaé S SEEAPE SOl SAGAl STEY SREW
C. It cannot be recycled /F@"&Rf WEIT WJEEI%B' ITod ¢S od

D. It leads to ozone layer depletion /?JUT§ oA EEi“ 33'0:3? 33'
Sauy OSed O



THE WORLD'S
STINKIEST FRUIT

F -



Malaysia is famous tor Durian, known as the "King
of Fruits." It has a powerful smell, banned in many
hotels and public transport, but is loved for its

creamy texture.



It’s a City, a Country, and an
Island



Word of the day

Enunciation:
the articulation of speech regarded from the

point of view of its intelligibility to the audience

Synonym: diction

U SAge: All of the debaters put forth their
arguments with clear enunciation.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/enunciationpro

International Phonetic
Alp ha betI/I'n/\n.sfeI.fan/, /inAn.[re1.fan/
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