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According to the Constitution of India, which list does “betting and gambling” fall
under?

AT WA & IHTER "weearsh 3T S frw Ft & 3 87
A. Union List

B. Concurrent List

C. State List

D. Central Executive List




. What is the theme of the film “Santosh” by Sandhya Suri?

gear gt @1 e “way” 1 geT Qv 4 87
A. Partition trauma
B. Women’s empowerment through entrepreneurship

C. Caste and gender-based violence in policing
D. Religious conflict




Which company is delivering 99 F404-IN20 jet engines to HAL for Tejas
Mk1A?

Téfas Mk1AF AT HALFY 99 F404-IN20 AT Sl &I W FUAT

A. Rolls Royce
B. Boeing

C. GE Aerospace
D. Safran



What is the significance of the Tejas Mk1A project for India?
* Tejas Mk1A IRANSTAT T ART & T FIT Aga 87

A. Boosts textile exports

B. Promotes import of foreign jets

C. Enhances indigenous defence manufacturing
D. Private jet market expansion



What is the Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary known for?
- 3 gegeig IFHIARUT frw faw wflqe 87

A. Bengal tigers and Himalayan bears

B. Elephants and largest teak tree in Karnataka
C. Red pandas

D. Snow leopards



What is the key feature of the Signal app used by officials?

* Signal 0T T AT {Avar #a1 g, 9 JIAFRAT S I9AYeT
fFar? N
A. GPS tracking
B. End-to-end encryption for secure communication
C. Free video editing
D. Cloud storage



India is losing nearly what percentage of its GDP annually due to road
accidents?

+ IR FT HSF GUCATI & FILOT g WISl 319e GDP FT T
frear wfaera d&arT & W1 87
A. 1%
B. 2%
C.3%
D. 5%



What is the purpose of the “Baalpan ki Kavita” initiative?

+ “STAYeT T FIAAT g FT 36437 FIT g7
A. Promote Al in schools
B. Teach Sanskrit to high schoolers

C. Preserve and promote Indian rhymes in all languages
D. Promote coding from age 5



Where is India’s first indigenously developed MRI scanner being
installed?

« IR T YgolT Eacelt MRI Thal Fgl AT fFAT AT ET 872
A. PGl Chandigarh

B. NIMHANS Bengaluru
C. AIIMS New Delhi
D. Tata Memorial Mumbai
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Opposition slams Centre for
‘not responding’ to U.S. tariffs

How will govt. tackle the issue, ask Rajya Sabha members;
Cong. MP Chidambaram says govt. should clarify its stand

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI
xpressing conce
over the Sanffwar~

recent  announcements,
ion members in
the Rajya Ssbha on s-

urged the Centre to clarify
the country’s response to
s statement that

“Centre

i
er. “What is the go-
vernment’s response?
t is India’s response?

ment of policy. no discus-
sion In Parliament, no con-
with O

ee

Parlia
holding

What is the gov

it ches

P. CHIDAMBARAM, Corgress.

L if it has any

= response? What ks Indias response?
There has been no statement of polic
ament. no consultation with Opposition
s cards dlose 1¢

- no discussion in

We have been

items are hn \

o
qunn

holding its cards close to its
chese, if it has any cards at
all” he said.

“Trump effect”
Addressing the members”

count of the recent reduc-
ton n basic customs du-

and other tariffs,
that these were not

in response to Mr. Trump's

tes

doing this from
2023 Steadily. every year new
X

penes of developed India_
s S an ongoing process. It
Sas Ming o do with today's

RMALA SITHARAMAN,
Unson Finance Minister

- the re-

ing it complet
Centre actually
ing small and medi

um -
disiries thar import inter-
mediary or raw
materials, mainly for pro-
ducing some goods, which
they in turn export. “We
have actually helped the
manufact . she
said.
Centre had used the op-

Mr. Chidambaram attrbut-
ed i to the “Trump effect™

parties. The government is

As. said
that by bringing down the

w© e
tariff structure and address
duty  inverssom.

this, there will
stic value

ee

Until the tarifl is not
implemented, what
speech or what

o talk about it uul\
after it ks impleme
ed after April 2

lief for common people.”
she said.
She maintained that the

rates on industrial goods.
“Two il

By reducing customs duty, the govt. is actually
helping small and medium industries, says FM

petitive as the cost of im-
ported inputs will be com-
pletely  reduced.”
Minister said.
“Consistently, budget af-
r budget, we are coming
1ip with reduction of dutes
5o that India’s aspiration to
become a manufacturing
hub is supported.”
said
~1 heard members say-
ing that the tariff war has
started and these things

ponse to
the tar cements
made by President Trus

No. been doing

ing to do with today’s glo-
bal situations,” Ms. Sithara-
said.

man
Mr. Chidembaram ack-
it -

of
sation of customs rate ra-
haj

from 21 to esght, complete
ly bringing them down.
Many Indian exports will
now become more com-

tops that

Trump imposes 25% tariff
on imported cars; affected
allies threaten retaliation

uters
WASHINGTON

Presidenmt  Donald

Driving impor
The table shows the
Eypes of cars and true

away
of expendimas an impa
imparted into the

nited Sta

<ity Share

Sevalt cars.

i and largs cars Toaw
i 20 o Cawury cars G
affected U.S. allies. Seati CUvs o

The new levies on cars Wil and large CUVs X
and Hght trucks will take ef- Suvs e
fect on April 3, the day af- — oo
ter Mr. Trump

Cr=rn o

nounce reciprocal cariffs
aimed at

res-
ponsible for the bulk of the

.
Goae G5 athion wers che
biggest suppliers.

triotism.” he sal

belled the tariffs a ~direct
"~ on Can.
ors and sald remmory

ies, we will de-

Japanese Prime Minister
Shigeru tshiba said Tokyo
will put ~all options on the
table” in dealing with the
new tariffs.

es tariffs as
a lool to raise revenue to
offset his

“Bad for

not the way to protect the European ‘ommission

my. President Ursula von der

up protectionism and pa- descril move
for

Both the Bills were re- for con rs”,

turned by the Upper House
later on Thursday.

and to revive a long-declin-
ing US. industrial base.
Many trade experts, ho-

rimprs rapla.
fire tarlff threats and otca-
ssonal reversals.

“We're going to charge
countries for doing busi-
ness in our country and
taking our jobs, taking our

has been oﬁenﬂm; much
worse

RELATED REPORT
» PAGE 12

INSIDE
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~NEW DELIE
A delegation of Oppostion
leaders met Lok Sabha

 Om Birta on Thursday
over grievances such as “not
allowing” the Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi to

Furball's progress

A two-month-old cub, ane of the twins born to mother cheetan Veera, at the Kuno National Park in Madbya Pradesh. #ri

Withdraw the
transfer of HC
judge: lawyers

The Hin
NEW DELH

Khannz on Th
with o!ﬁce—bexrers of the
Bar associ: of various

o Suchoe of Tndis Sanffy
ursday mes

High Courts, who con-
veyed their demand to
w

Putin to visit India
this year: Russian
Foreign Minister

NEW DELI

Russian President Viadimir
Putin will visit india this
year, Russian Foreign Mi-
liter” Sargey Lavroy. sl

transfer the H 2
Judge Justice Yashwant Var-

ma to me Allahabad High
Court.

The delegation consist-
High C
(.iu_)ara( N Korala, Jabalpus,
Karnataka and L 3

FuLL REPORT
» PAGE 4

Macron proposes

European army
to patrol Ukraine

pasus
French Py Emmanuel

armed force for possible
deployment in Ukraine in
tandem with an evertual
peace desl could “respond™ to
3 Russian attack i MosCowW
taunched one. » PAGE 14
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RLD chief slams U.P. Police’s diktat on namaz

GHAZIABAD

The farmers of western Ut-
tar Pradesh who latch on
to every social media post
of Union Minister and
Rashiriya Lok Dal (RLD)
chief Jayant Chaudhary
Sueried the chathot Grok
on Thursday to under
stand the dystopi

mouthpiece Organiser —
“Meerut police to take legal

vy
&Y

Jagant Chaudnany

AA’

action and cancel pass-
ports of those who offer

ng tow:
19841~ In an X post.

1984, a novel by English
author George Orwell_ is a
classic cautionary tale,
waming of the conse.
quences of totalitarianism,
mass surveillance and so.

In a message to The Hin-
du, Mr. Chaudhary said
that people should cele-

obstruction for
~But the way the police of-

cancellation of their arms
license and passport

r s

that we will take away pass-

ports is inappropriate. He

should have constructive
with

D Thursday, ad-
ding tha( both sides
the = necessary
preparanons for the up-
coming tour. He also ex-

our countries have a long
n say that
stood the test of
e. To-

day. Russia and India are
developing equal coopera-
tion based on sincere, mu-

Viadimir Putin

nual summit. n necember

2025. Mr.
Russia in July 2024 for the
22 India-Russia summic
This was followed by his
participation in_the 16

Hilrespectand conslders. | ARICS summie Kazan
don of each other’s met with the Rus-
LIck that  sian again.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi made his first bilater-
al foreign visit after his re-

The vi-

seeking a separate wing for
l\lusurn patients in an up-
hospi-

leaders and lxnu)lve lheln

in such

Sensitively.”
sad.

The RLD's Baghpat MP
Raj Kumar Sangwan point-
ed out that the Eid praver

"ihe RLD chier

comin,
tal in ﬂa!.lu for the safety of
Hindu patients. The RLD
chief had reacted by post-
in H lustani, “Moha-
tarma, ilaj ki zarcorar toh
ng that the

LIIA needed treatment.

indian
sit of the head of the Rus-
sian state 0 the Republic of
india is being prepared,”
he aad

This will be Ar. Putin’s
first trip to India since the
Ukraine crisis began i Fe-
bruary 2022. He visited In-
dia on December 6, 2021
for the 21" India-Russia a:

“balanced position on the
Ukrainian crisis”, seeking a.
soluﬂon “(h.rough dia-
1o Lavrov said,
e eaing an et on
‘Russia and India:

and from the very
beginnlng of the crisis we
been ng about

to the end of the conflict.™




Driving iImports away
The table shows the shares of expenditure on imports of eight
types of cars and trucks imported into the United States in 2022

Quantity Share

Small cars

Mid and large cars 10.2%
Luxury cars 42.5%
Small CUVs 46.8%

Mid and large CUVs 24.2%
SUVs 13.9%
Vans 10.6%
Pickups 0%




Tariff Announcement:

* Former US President Donald Trump announced a 25% tariff on
imported vehicles and auto components, effective April 3.

* Targets countries like Mexico, Japan, South Korea, Canada, and
Germany — all major exporters to the US.

Global Reactions:

e Canada and EU termed it a “direct attack” on their industries and
warned of retaliation.

* Japan indicated it would keep “all options on the table.”



1.Impact on India:
1. India exported $37.11 million worth of automobiles to the US in 2023.

2. Jaguar Land Rover (JLR), a subsidiary of Tata Motors, will be most affected as
30% of its sales are from the US.

3. Auto parts exporters could face margin drops of 1.25%—-1.5%, especially on
engines, powertrains, electrical parts.

2.Sectoral Concerns:

1. India’s auto component industry gets ~27% of export revenue from the US.

2. A call for bilateral trade agreements to shield domestic exporters has been
made.



Trade Aspect

Total Trade

Volume

Trade Balance

Top Export

Categories

Top Import

Categories

Trade Dynamics

Recent

Developments

Details

- 2023: India's exports to the U.S. were $85.5 billion, while U.S. exports to India totaled

$41 4 bi"ion The Observatory of Economic Complexity

- India maintains a trade surplus with the U.S., exporting more than it imports.

- From India to the U.S.: Precious metals, fuels, and electrical machinery. statista

- From the U.S. to India: Precious metals, fuels, and electrical machinery.

- The U.S. is one of India's largest trading partners, with significant trade in goods and

services.

- In March 2025, India considered reducing tariffs on over half of U.S. imports worth $23
billion to protect its $66 billion exports from impending U.S. reciprocal tariffs set to take

effect on April 2. Reuters +2
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Defence Ministry to acquire
equipment at 32,500 crore

The Defence

Ministry on Thur

sday signed
contracts estimated at 22,500 crore for the

procurement of the tr:

of the Nag

Anti-Tank Missfle System (NAMIS) for the Indian
formations,

Army's mechanised for
with Force Motors and

and another

Nadda to hold
meet of senior
BJP leaders
on April 10

Prestdin: s Unlo
Nadda has

BIP
Minister J.P.
called all Chief

Mmﬂﬂels of
BiP-ruled States, along
with the party’s State unit
presidents and organisa-
tional general secretaries,
to New Delhi for a meeting
on Aprll 10, This comes
continuing wait

et e s

for
000 lighs vehicles for the armed forces.
b

ds,
11~.< total cost of the contract for the
rement of tracked NAMIS, developed by
velopmes

The Defence Resear

system.

fire-and-forget anti-tank missile and sighting

Implement NRC and identify
illegal migrants: Manipur MP

Sanajacba Leishemba, Rajya Sabha member from
Manipur, on Thursday demanded the

identific: Hlegal is
S cheir deportatisn by 1
State from

Manipur,

plementing ¢
National Register of Cil:lzens (NRC) to pwrec: (he
om demographic imbalance. Raising th

issue during the Zero Hour in the Upper House,
the BJP member £2id that due to the current las

and order situation in Manipur,

not be

conducive to make any Siempartois s e existing
urther

electoral constituencies of o

State.

electoral politics through illegal infiltration™.

Sources in the BJP did
not clarify the agenda be-

s-nlonal within
the party, culminating in
the dlection of Its new na-

Prime Minister Naren-
dea Modrs wiske w0 Nagpur
and the wayam-
sevak Sangh (Rss; head-
quarters, am other
events, on March 30, is ex-
pected to go a long way in
finalising the name of the
next BJP chief. The RSS
Snctthe BD b biceay e

tional president should be.

Jet fuel costs account
for 45% of air ticket
prices, says Minister

Tamil Nadu among States with hi;

est 29% VAT rate on ATFE, he says in

Parliament: more competition, aircraft will help lower rates. he adds

NEW DELHI

he cost of aviation
crbine fusel (ATF),
or jet fuel, makes
up 45% of the a:rfam. Civil
Aviation Minister K. Ram-
'mohan Naidu told the Lok
Sabha o ., noting
that some States such as
Tamil Nadu charge a high
- tax (VAT)

onit.
“There are some States
which are charging up 1o
29% VAT on ATF, and Ta-

in the country,” the Minis-

ter said.

‘While 1S States have re-
duced VAT on ATF to be-
low 5%, others continue to
impose higher rates, im-
pacting airline operations
and passenger fares, he
added.

Mr. Naidu said the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion SCA) monitored air-
fares and required airfines
to submit a tariff sheet pe-
riodically. Earlier, airlines
were required to submit a
tariff sheet at the start of
the summer and winter
season, and had the liberty

Sky-high rise: As per Ram Mohan Naldu, 10% rate of yeary growth
in air passengers in India was the highest in the world.

to change their tariffs, but
they were now required to
submit the tariff sheet ev-
ery month and could not
make tweaks to it
His remarks in Parlia-
ment come at a time when
the DGCA is examining ag-
gmgxm data on airfares for
two years submit-
e % aitlines, following
complains of a sharp spike
in ticket pnces for flights to
Pla)'ag:aj durl.ng the

0 a ques-
tton from DMK MP A Raja
on why the government
was not making efforts to
inject more comperition

mnto the sector an
oblique reference to the

ers — the Minister said that
more competition and
more alrcraft would cer-
tainly help bring down air-
fares. In 2014, there were
i ich has

orders for 1,700 more air-

craft because of a massive

demand for travel, he said.

out that the 10%

rate of yearly growth in

sengers in India was the
highest in the world.

Centre tells States to
be prepared to tackle
heat-related ailments

the
e prepa-
redness of health facilities
for the management of
heatstroke cases and heat-
related illnesses.

Union Health Secretary
Punya Salfla Seivastava, in
a letter, noted that with the
onset of summer, an in-
crease in exposure to heat,
including extreme condi-
tons, may occur.

‘Shie said as some places
in the country had begun
experiencing high temper-
atures, health facilities
needed to increase thel
resilience to heat by ar-
ranging uninterrupted
power supply for the con-
stant functi

of solar panels (wherever
feasible), energy conserva-
tion measures and steps to
reduce  indoor  heat

through cool/green roofs
(NDMA guidelines may be
referred), window shades

s0 on.

Health facility prepared-
ness must be reviewed for
the availability of adequate
quantities of essential

To escape the Sun, a mother
coracs e sors vl ber stoba o
Thursdary. NacARA GO

“Rainwater harvesting
and recycling plants rn.-)
also be explored for selt
suficlency in water.” she

e Mioisizy; skl thiat
public health and

fines on heat and
health’ are avaflable on the
website of the National
Centre for Disease Control.

ments to all districts for ef-
preparedness of
health departments and

manage.
health fmpace of extreme
heat,” she said.

From March 1, through
daily survedllance, panen(»

le've clini-
Huids, e pacls, oral rehy.  <al diagnosis of heatstroke
dration soution, and all  isbeing captired on the In-
necessary equipment to tegrated Health Informa-

provide active, emergency
cooling, the Ministry said

tion Platform for all States
and Union Territories.

Union government to help
States procure pulses at
MSP: Agriculture Minister

NEW DELHI

Unson Agriculture Minkster

Chouhan said

that the

tur dal (pigeon

pea) in the mador ¥ produc-

ing States ed mo-

mentum

“In order to increase

oduction  of
farme:

(red lenti) will be pro-

All production of tur, arad, and
mascor will be procured til
2028-29. VONANMED YOUSLF

cured dll 202829 to
achieve selfsufficiency
pulses in the country.

~The procurement of
tur (arhar) has been ap-

under the Price Support
Scheme during the Kharif

2024-2S season. Along with
this, Karnataka has also ap-
proved extending the pro-
curement period from 90

M chouh;m added that

House Standing Committee concerned over
vacancies in nuclear and research projects

NEW DELHL

Nearly three in five posts of
rsonnel

institutes for basic science
research, the Tata Institute

of Fundamental Research

at minimum suppon price
through NAFED and NCCF

gana.

“Hll 25 March, a total of

2.46 lakh metric tonnes of

tur (arhar) has been pro-

cured in these States, be-
569

price of fur in Uttar Pra-
desh is currently running

above Ms!
PaAsha Yojana has
been extended till 2025-26.
of

emerge from a
report of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee
on Sclence, Technology
and Environment tabled in
both Houses of Parliament
on Tuesday. The bipartizan

farmers at MSP will conti-
nue.” he added.

Fious concerns about work-
force planning. recruit-
ment efficiency, and the

Big gap: Three in fve posts sanctioned for scentific personnel at
the Tata institute of Fundamental Research lie vacant. FLE PHOTO

overall sustainability of nu-
clear and research projects
in India”.

At the TIFR. there are
839 vacant posts, a whop-
ping 58% of the total 1,448

posts. At the

posts account for 22% of
the total 2,730 posts. At the

Nuclear Power Corpora-
tion of India (NPCIL), there
are 4,343 posts to be filled.
s ting to 28% of the
088 posts. In summary,

oF the 16,307 sanctioncd
Pposts across organisations
nder the D of

Iy reliant on concractual

were already full, he said.
The

staff
ralhzr thary seguise em-
rees. Given insti-

P cruacial role i funda:
mental research, this issue
requires atten-

report does not specify if
the “sanc on-
ly refers to scientists, facul-
ty, and technical personnel

ton to ensure stability in

b MP Bhubaneshwar
lita.

TIFR Director la}aram
Chengalur had res-
oo 1o an axaall quary
on the reasons for the va-
tme of

A senior scientist affiliat
ed'to one of the TIFR insti-
tutions and involved with

s declined

or n
nical roles as well.

On the shortfall in other
atomic energy institutions,
the

in plant operations, and
constraints in nuclear fuel
timate-

Atomic Energy,
posts — or 30% —

vacant.
“This S8% vacancy rate
short-

13,449
were

power.
Such a high vacancy rate
suggests that TIFR is heavi-

to be Identified but said
that the numbers were
“surprising” to him. De-
partment heads of TIFR in-
stitutes seeking to recruit
more sclentists were usual-
Iy told by the parent DAE
the

ly affect the country’s nu-

clear energy programme,”
i said

In a wrlnen response to

mmittee, the DAE

St i o stareed o vecrult:

ment drive to mitigate

posts
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Devotion unparalleled

The gold standard for bhakr s Hanuman, whose devotdion
to Rama is unparalleled. Devotees believe that Hanuman
chose to remain on earth in order to listen to Rama katha

rous of seeing Hanuman, said Tirukkudanthai Dr.
Venkatesh.
Krishna once sent an invitsion €0 Hanuman to visk
Him, but the latter declined 1 will not
upon anyone else with those eyes of Taine that saw

pem'ed o front of him in the garb of Rama. Rukmini e

Bealising that Krishns appeared thus I order to ploase
him, was moved beyond words.
This incident is showcased on the fifth night of the two-

jvamy temple. As 3 mble o offering to Krishna for His
idness, Hanuman

riva, the fourth Varaha and the fifth as a vanara.

om Krishna's life are shown on the

other nights of the Brahmotsavam, a darshan of the pan-

cha mukha Anjeneya (Hanuman) is held dear by devotees.
R )

anx
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Jet fuel costs account
for 45% of air ticket
prices, says Minister

Tamil Nadu among States with highest 29% VAT rate on ATF, he says in

Parliament; more competition, aircraft will help lower rates, he adds

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he cost of aviation

turbine fuel (ATF),

or jet fuel, makes
up 45% of the airfare, Civil
Aviation Minister K. Ram-
mohan Naidu told the Lok
Sabha on Thursday, noting
that some States such as
Tamil Nadu charge a high
29% value- added tax (VAT)
onit.

“There are some States
which are charging up to
29% VAT on ATF, and Ta-
mil Nadu is one such State
which has the highest ATF
in the country,” the Minis-
ter said.

While 15 States have re-
duced VAT on ATF to be-
low 5%, others continue to
impose higher rates, im-
pacting airline operations
and passenger fares, he
added.

Mr. Naidu said the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) monitored air-
fares and required airlines
to submit a tariff sheet pe-
riodically. Earlier, airlines
were required to submit a
tariff sheet at the start of
the summer and winter
season, and had the liberty

Sky-high rise: As per Ram Mohan Naidu, 10% rate of yearly growth
in air passengers in India was the highest in the world. PV. SIVAKUMAR

to change their tariffs, but
they were now required to
submit the tariff sheet ev-
ery month and could not
make tweaks to it.

His remarks in Parlia-
ment come at a time when
the DGCA is examining ag-
gregate data on airfares for
the past two years submit-
ted by airlines, following
complaints of a sharp spike
in ticket prices for flights to
Prayagraj during the
Kumbh Mela.

In response to a ques-
tion from DMK MP A. Raja
on why the government
was not making efforts to
inject more competition

into the sector — an
oblique reference to the
duopoly with IndiGo and
Air India accounting for
91% of domestic air travell-
ers — the Minister said that
more competition and
more aircraft would cer-
tainly help bring down air-
fares. In 2014, there were
340 aircraft, which has
grown to 840 now, Mr. Nai-
du said. Airlines also have
orders for 1,700 more air-
craft because of a massive
demand for travel, he said,
pointing out that the 10%
rate of yearly growth in
passengers in India was the
highest in the world.




Component
1. Base Fare

2. Fuel Surcharge (if any)

3. Airport Development Fee
(ADF)

4. Passenger Service Fee
(PSF)

5. User Development Fee
(UDF)

6. Goods & Services Tax (GST)

Description
The actual ticket price charged by the airline for the seat.

A variable fee to cover fuel costs (not always separate now; often part of

base fare).

Charged by some airports to fund infrastructure development.

Collected by the airport for using its services (security, facilities, etc.).

Levied by major airports like Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, etc.

Applied on domestic airfares:




Component

Base Fare

GST (5%)

PSF
UDF / ADF
ASF

Total

Approx. Cost (%)
22,800

2140

2150

2300

2200

%5,000




Jet Fuel Cost Impact:

 Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) accounts for 45% of air ticket prices, as per
Civil Aviation Minister K. Ram Mohan Naidu.

* High Value Added Tax (VAT) by states adds to costs — Tamil Nadu levies
the highest VAT at 29%.

State-wise VAT Policy:
e 15 states have reduced VAT to below 5%.

e Other states continue charging high VAT, adversely affecting airline
operations and fare pricing.



DGCA Monitoring:

* The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) now monitors fares
more strictly.

* Airlines must submit monthly tariff sheets (earlier done only at the
start of summer/winter).

Spike in Airfare During Kumbh Mela:

* Parliament was informed that DGCA is examining airfare data from the
last 2 years after complaints about high prices, especially for Prayagraj
(Kumbh Mela) flights.



1.Competition and Market Share:
1. IndiGo and Air India control 91% of domestic air travel.
2. Government aims to inject more competition to bring down fares.

2.Fleet Expansion:
1. India had 340 aircraft in 2014, now 840.
2. Orders placed for 1,700 more aircraft due to surging demand.
3. India’s passenger growth rate is 10% annually, the highest globally.
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U.K. bond chief
hails shift from
long-dated
issuance

tow: The share of Zits with 3 maturity of more than
15 years will drop to 139, the knwest since 1990, AFP

EBeuters
LONDON

The head of the agency that issues British
government bonds said there would be
“important shift” away from long-dated debt in

the coming financial year in response to

record. But
conventional gilts with a

Dy
ot on Wednesday that It weuld (e
n pounds (S385 billion) of
Dands i year—the second highest amount
the share accounted for by lo longdaud
ity e than 15

government

Soars will Grop to £3%, the lowes: since 1990 and

down from nearly 20%

this financial year.
“The DMO is going to continue ..

a

well-diversified programme of issuance across all

maturity sectors. But there Is an important
rtions this year.” DMO Chief
said.

in the propo:
Executive Jessica Pulay

shift

e This reflects our analysls of cost and risk for

exchequer, and this als

for long dated gfits.” she added.

the loz

Britain has
of any Group of Seven economy, at 1.4
This reflects historic

wus at the end of 2024.

0 takes Into accoun:
s feethac on declining structural

debt

nd from British pension funds and life
insurers which has faded significantly in recent
years, prompting bond investors and dealers to

> rnisey. year glle yields hit their highest

since 1998 in January at

at 5.47% and at 5.30% still

over

a greater
gilts than is the case with U.S. bonds.

Shifting shorter
Tilting issuance towards short-dated gilts with a
maurity of up to seven years—which will account

r at least 37% of issuance in

Britain has
for gilts at an
B licatios

the comi
fore—would also make it easier to

ing year, up

ctions and at bon
s —several of which have attracted
record volumes of orders this year, including for

long-dated conves

nventional and index-linked gilts.

Sudamn’s booming wartime

gold

trade now flows through the UAE

The tw

NEWS ANALYSIS

PORT SUDAN

udan's gold
s b Beme the HE

blood of its war, with
nearly all of the trade chan-
nelled through the United
Arab Emirates, enndung
both the army and para-
militaries, according to of-

1al and NGO sources.

o-year co.nmc(

3% vast gold reserves was
~a key fact

= = Sudan's goid

the war,- Sudancse econo.

mist Abdelazim al-Amawy
told AFP.
“To solve the war in Su-

gold smuggling to the Gulf
country.
in a statement to AFP, a
UAE official rejected “any

most lucrative mine.

sources Company said gold

ton reached
Tomnes in 2054, up. from
41.8 tonnes in 2022.

Legal exports brought
57 billion into the state’s
devleted coffers. central

es show. But
“nearly half of the state's
is

ee

To solve the war in
Sudan, we have to follow
the gold. and we arrive
at the United Arab
Emirates

MARC UMMEL
Researcher. Swissmd

to Chad, South

across borders,” SMRC di-

Sudan and Egypt, before

baseless
legation the
SEEAng or Drofeing of
gold~_ But according to Su-
danese officials, mining in-
dustry sources and Swis-
said’s research, nearly all
of Sudan’s gold fows

via official trade
routes, smuggling and di-
rect Emirati ownership of

Taher

1,240 miles) away, on Su-
dan’s borders with South
Sudan and the Central Afri-

n Republic, lie the mines
controtied by’ the paramill-

duced by both sides is

e UAE, accord-
g to mlnl.ng ndustry
ources and experts.

Emir: ts

“This month, Sudan filed a

case with the International

Court of Justice, accusing
UAE of complicity in

reached 64 tonnes in 2024, up from 41.8 tonnes in 2022 46

Abu Dhabi, which has
repeatedly denied accusa-
tions of funnelling wea-
pons to the RSF, has called
the case a “publicity stunt™
and said fr would seek to
have ic thrown

But the UAE has also
played a major role in the
governments  wartime
gold rush, indirectly help-
e to fnd 1rs

o905 nf he St Nagal ez
the UAE,
though the government 13
eyeing alternatives, inchud-
ing Qatar
i he heart of of army ter-
halfway between
Port Sudan and Khartoum,
Sudan’s Kush mine is the
centreplece of the govern-
ment’s gold industry.
when the

the RSF in Darfur.

war began, it is now back

w of

than dou-

kilograms per month, ac-

bie the coantrys estimated

cording to an
the Russtan-built facility,
owned by ased
Emiral Resources.

On its website, Emiral
Iists Kush as one of its hold-

gesting the majority of it
was undectared and smug-
gled across borders.

Mr. Umimel says there is
no indication the UAE's
market has

ings,

Alliance for Mining, which
it says is “the largest indus-
trial gold producer in
Sudan®.

und
According to data from Du-

the world's second-largest
gold exporter in 2023,
overtaking Britain. It is also
the leading destination for
smuggled African gold, ac-
cording to Swissaid.

Abu Dhabx says it has
adopted “responsible
20l sourcing policy~, in:
cluding a regulatory legal

lations
Sourcing F Gold Tas reat.
Iy implemented, T-

gold imports from Chad—
on Sudan’s western bor-

recent years.
In the vast Darfur re-

A UN panel of experts
last year concluded that
Mr. Daglo's gold wealth
helped him buy weapons
and bankroll his war effort.

pr
Seazs 150 Kilogomne of goki

town of Raga, “and then
transported by plane to
da and Kenya. and

then to the UAE", the
neer, who had taken the
trip himself, sa

According to Mr. Um-
mel, “the United Arab Emi-
rates is not really imple-
menting their regulation.
th, °t carry out all the
necessary controls and at
the end they are continu-
ing to fund the war.™

High-water mark for U.S. investment deficit?

LoNpos

The main thrust of Presi-

and relying on American
consumers.
Iked about is the

count shortfalls: the coun-

masstve capital sur-
plus. America, with its
al mar

more of the world's
than US. savers send
abroad to Europe. Asia or
the developing world.

Flip side: While many talk about the U.S.
stention is paid to the iwestment deficit. SEUTER

Put another way.
US_ Net Internpational In-
vestment Position (NIIP)—

looning for more than a de-
cade. According the U.
Bureau of Economic Analy-

ade deficit, not much

sis, that NIP gap hit yet
othies recod b gh se s
end of 2024: $26.
2 whopping 88% af anneai
us.

“Fhe NIID has been imflar

stocks, bonds and real es-
tate but also by the massive

appreciation of those as-
sets versus smaller gains in
the rest of the world.
These stellar returns
have, in turn, drawn ever
more inflows in a virtuous
1oop, bolstered by the at-
traction of U.S. tech inno-
vation alongside the tradi-
tlonal safe-haven allure of
easuries. And irs
botn these. capial fows
rather than the trade gap
have been chiefly res-
ponsible for dollar appre-
ciation in the past decade.

ed and enriched many.

$30 trillion tsunami
Under the hood. the num-
be: more
eye-popping.

Total overseas holdings

Of U.S. assets—or America’s
overall liabilities to the rest
of the world—increased by
almost $8 trillion in the -
nal quarter of last year o a
tril-

gobsmacking $62.12

ty and investment
shares jumped by another
ssm billion the final
er of 2024 to some
S50 riton.
of rse, this is all
three months out of date,

Next weel's tarlff an-
nouncements will clearly
impact all of this and it's

unclear what plans are ac-

markets are knee-deep in
foreign investment that's

rac
radmonauy stickier

fixed income assets.
According to numbers
compiled by Apolio Chief
Ec ist Torsten Slok,
some 60% of all foreign
holdings of U.S_ assets are

hit a historic peak. hold on
your hat

Crhe author is a colum-
nist for Reuters)

Green iron is a prize worth billions, winning is the trick

PERTH

Decarbonising the steel in-

wolves using a lot of coal.
The good news is there
are avatiable technologies
to take coal largely out of
the mix, and while the
finished steel will

end up being extremely
for

not be emissions-free, it is
possible to get the carbon

and governments pre-
pared to take the risks.
The steel value chain ac-

counts for 7% to 9% of glo-
bal carbon emissions, the

3 %o ar
300 kg (661 Ib) per ton of
steel, t one-seventh of
the current 2.2 tons of

largest single

contributor and thus a

e target for the net-ze-

ro by 2050 goals of many
and

gies at the necessary scale
requires not only huge cap-
ital investments, but mas-

The problem Is that
about 80% of steel emis-
slons come from a single
step in the process, namely
turning iron ore into pxg.
or crude, iron by rem
oxygen and other impurt
tles, a process that now in-

cm

sive of cheap
green energy and coordi-
nated government regula-

pan.
Australia’s iron ore ex-

ts are worth about $85

Need buyers: irvestors will need a high degree of certainty that there are buyers for green iron. AFe

green iron for expos
203253 billion a
assumes con-

iron through a process of

using hydrogen made from
res es such as

solar and wind.
A more realistic view of
Somverring 40% of fron ore
ut to green iron by

2050 still yields an impres-
sive value of around SIIO
billion per year, to which
would be added the value
of the other 60% of lron
ore stll being shipped.

But building the energy
and processing infrastruc-
ture to achieve this will re-
quire massive amounts of

ployed, investors will need
2 high degree of certainty.

Commitments ne
Steel mills in existing hea-
vyweights like China, Ja-
pan and South Korea will
need to commit to actually
buying green fron.
This means they will
have 1o commit capital

basic oxygen furnace-blast

front capital costs.

Ainers are good at dig-
mng ing iron ore,
o they Wil have to learn
how to process the raw ore
into pig iron using green

existing raw mate:

is also pmnubxy

major role to be by
Sovernments in Australia
and across Asia. Low-emis-
sions steel is going to be
more expensive to pro-
duce than current

high-emisions p 3

rience  suggests
nees atd unlikely to
voluntarily pay more for a
low-emissions _ product,
meaning the steel sec
tor has to efther be pun-
ished by carbon taxes or
in

which
Iy means finding partners
with expertise in buildin,
firmed renewable power
plants and hydrogen pro-
duction plants.
The problem s aligning
all the various parties to-
gether in order o kick start
ew in-

from the coakintensive

what
Saietry, alveit o vming an

¥
order to switch.

Right now the green
iron dream is like a small
snowball at the top of a

CThe author Is a colum-
nist for Reuters)



Green iron is a prize worth billions, winning is the trick

Clyde Russell
PERTH

Decarbonising the steel in-
dustry is one of the mas-
sive challenges in meeting
climate goals, but could
end up being extremely
profitable for companies
and governments pre-
pared to take the risks.
The steel value chain ac-
counts for 7% to 9% of glo-
bal carbon emissions, the
largest single industrial
contributor and thus a
prime target for the net-ze-
ro by 2050 goals of many
countries and companies.
The problem is that
about 80% of steel emis-
sions come from a single
step in the process, namely
turning iron ore into pig,
or crude, iron by removing
oxygen and other impuri-
ties, a process that now in-

2

volves using a lot of coal.

The good news is there
are available technologies
to take coal largely out of
the mix, and while the
eventual finished steel will
not be emissions-free, it is
possible to get the carbon
intensity down to around
300 kg (661 Ib) per ton of
steel, about one-seventh of
the current 2.2 tons of
emissions.

The bad news is that
adopting these technolo-
gies at the necessary scale
requires not only huge cap-
ital investments, but mas-
sive amounts of cheap
green energy and coordi-
nated government regula-
tions and incentives across
all countries, from re-
source producers like Aus-
tralia to steel makers like
China and Japan.

Australia’s iron ore ex-

Need buyers: Investors will need a high degree of certainty that there are buyers for green iron. Arp

ports are worth about $85
billion a year and metallur-
gical coal a further $34 bil-
lion, but the potential in-
crease in value by
switching to producing

green iron for export was
put as high as $252 billion a
year. That assumes con-
verting most of the current
iron ore volumes to green
iron through a process of

using hydrogen made from
renewable energies such as
solar and wind.

A more realistic view of
converting 40% of iron ore
output to green iron by

2050 still yields an impres-
sive value of around $110
billion per year, to which
would be added the value
of the other 60% of iron
ore still being shipped.

But building the energy
and processing infrastruc-
ture to achieve this will re-
quire massive amounts of
capital, running into hun-
dreds of billions of dollars.
But before such huge
amounts of capital are de-
ployed, investors will need
a high degree of certainty.

Commitments needed
Steel mills in existing hea-
vyweights like China, Ja-
pan and South Korea will
need to commit to actually
buying green iron.

This means they will
have to commit capital to
switching steel production
from the coal-intensive

basic oxygen furnace-blast
furnace method to using
electric arc furnaces,
which can process green
iron into steel without us-
ing coal for smelting.

Steel makers will also
have to agree to invest in
Australian green iron
plants and share the up-
front capital costs.

Miners are good at dig-
ging and shipping iron ore,
so they will have to learn
how to process the raw ore
into pig iron using green
hydrogen, which effective-
ly means finding partners
with expertise in building
firmed renewable power
plants and hydrogen pro-
duction plants.

The problem is aligning
all the various parties to-
gether in order to kick start
what is effectively a new in-
dustry, albeit one using an

existing raw material.

There is also probably a
major role to be played by
governments in Australia
and across Asia. Low-emis-
sions steel is going to be
more expensive to pro-
duce than the current
high-emissions product.

Experience  suggests
consumers are unlikely to
voluntarily pay more for a
low-emissions  product,
meaning that the steel sec-
tor has to either be pun-
ished by carbon taxes or
incentivised by subsidies in
order to switch.

Right now the green
iron dream is like a small
snowball at the top of a
mountain. To start rolling
downhill and gaining size
and speed it needs some
initial momentum.

(The author is a colum-
nist for Reuters)
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What is Green Iron?

e Green iron is iron produced using green hydrogen (from renewable
energy) instead of coal.

* This significantly reduces CO, emissions during steel production.

Q Why It Matters?
e Steel industry contributes 7-9% of global carbon emissions.

* Around 80% of these emissions come from converting iron ore into pig
iron using coal.

* Replacing this with green hydrogen can cut emissions to 300 kg/ton,
down from 2.2 tons/ton of steel.



Economic Opportunity

 Current iron ore exports (Australia): $85 billion; Metallurgical coal: $34
billion.

e Switching to green iron can boost export value to:
* Up to $252 billion/year (if 100% conversion),
 Realistic view: $110 billion/year with 40% conversion.



Challenges

* High capital cost and infrastructure needed (hundreds of billions).

* Requires:
* Cheap renewable energy,
* Global government coordination,
e Buyers like China, Japan, South Korea to commit.

@. Market Readiness
* Consumers won’t pay more voluntarily.

* Governments must incentivize (subsidies) or penalize (carbon tax)
high-emission steel.

* “Green iron” needs initial momentum like a snowball.
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Trump calls for defunding public
media citing ‘political’ content

cAIRO

~
President Trump on ,

defund two public

blssed “Rutcatton® ﬂu‘tﬁcrrns Republicans echoed this, riticising
ha

Tourist submarine sinks off E;

BELJING

China rebuffs Trump offer of tariff

cut if Beijing agrees to TikTok deal

coast, leaving 6 dead and 9 injured

[N
ngress A near Hurghada, Egypt. killng six and

— PR and PBS — . officlals said on Thurscay. Emergency crews rescued

rd. 1t was not

25cfthe 45 ofvarious

their content a:
w0 and free

the Tourism iz an
Imporant sector of ERYpL's economy.

—

s=uTERS

~
China rebuffed on Thursday 3 suggestion from U.S. President
Donakd Trump 1o reduce tariffs in exchange for Beljing's approual 1o

=e8 TikTok. The app faces 3 U.S. ban untess sold by April 5 due to
[

it

ot
deat is not reached In time.

Wa

DAMASCUS

rian state media says Israeli

air strikes hit coastal province

(S
Israeli air strikes hit Latakia provinee in Syria on Thursday, targeting.
Al-Meyed port snd tha city: Sysien state medie reporied no

said maniti

struck, c:uwugr‘":n(ﬂ:mag! Israel has intensified mistary
operations in Syria since Bashar al-Assad's ouster In December.

War information shared on Signal
was not classiﬁed, says White House

Demwocrats sav the

WASHINGTON

stem the fallout from reve-
Lations that top national se.
curity of discussed
sensitive o plans over
messaging app and mis-
takenly added a journalise
to the chain.
The White House said

1. Te: nse strains credulity col i >tailed comi
Trump dismisses the deb.nc asa 'wm:h hunt’; FBI Dln:cl()r Kash Patel f—m scrutiny bul d:d nut cu—nmu to probe the leak

Press secretary Karoline Leanitt during a briefing In the Brady
Briefing Room of the White House in Washington DC. AP

the information share,
through the publicly avalla~

bile Signal app with Jefir

Coldberg, editor-inchied  an upcoming attack on Ye-
of The Atlantic magazine,  men’s Houthis.

was not cf ., an asser- Donald
tion, that Democrats aid  Trump during an Oval O
stral fice an-

n\g'.ha! it detailed phns for

Tk v Carills pa -

ported vehicles seemed
rated as reporters re-
peatedly questioned him
about the marter.
“I think it's all a witch
hune,” M p said.

The decision on deter-

mining whether the infor-

mation s classified ulti-
i

pons systems and a ti-
meline for the attack.

“Not an FBI thing'
FBI Director Kash Patel
was not part of the Signal
«chat in which attack plans
were discussed. but that
did not spare him from be-
ing questioned by lawmak-
ers this week about wheth-
nation’s premier law
enforcement agency
would tigate.
Mr. Patel made no such
commitments during the
course of two days of Se-

attack on Houthis

nate and House hearl
Instead, he testified that he
had not personally re-
viewed the messages
were inadvertently
shared on an unclass|
sSignal chat.
Even as Mr. Trump in-
sisted “it is not really an

European force on agenda as
Macron hosts Ukraine meet

French President Emma-
nuel Macron said on Wed-

tack if Mascow launched
one.

Mr. Macron spoke after
talks with Ukraine's Presi-

forcing Esplonage Act sta-
tutes govemning the mis-
handling  of national

defence. un‘onna(lon tike
the kind shared on

o publicty avallable app
that provides encrypted
commumic: Is not
approved for classified in-
formation.

cuss the
for Ukraine that Mr. Ma-
cron suggested could be

deployed in “important
towns™ ai re.

“If there was again a
generalis n

fact, be under attack and
then it Is our usual frame-

Emmaruel Macron
work of engagement,” Mr.
Macron sald.

Macron, together
. Prime Minister
Keir Starmer, been
driving an effort to build a
coalition of nations willi
in one way or another to
the deployment of

an armed force in Ukraine.

with the aim of securing a

sting peace by dissuading

Russia from attacking the
country again.

Mr. Macron didn't spect-

fy what sort of response he

envisaged In the eventuali-
ty of a Russian attack

“Hollow pr: 4
Meanwhile, Mr. Starmer

d Russian President Via-
dimir Putins -promises

~Unlike (Ukrainian) Pre-
sident (Volodymyr) Zelen-
skyy, Mr. Putin has shown
he Is not a serious player in
these talks” Mr.
Starmer said.

“Playing games with the
agreed naval ceasefire in
the Black Sea despite good
faith pardcipation from all
sides — all while

(With AFP inputs)

NATO clarifies status
of missing U.S. soldiers

WARSAW

NATO on Wednesday clari-

referring to emerging news
reports & was not confirm-
Ing the fate of the missing,
which is still unknown.”
The ULS. Army said the
Hercules armored vehicle

the four U.S. soldiers were
during a training exer-
cise had been found sub-
merged in a body of waser.

e
my and Lithuanian ‘Armed
Forces civilian
agence:

The soldiers, all from Ist
Brigade, 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion, were conducting tac-

tical traming when they
went missing.
Lithuanian public

broadcaster LRT reported
that the four U.S. soldiers
and their vehicle were re-
ported missing on Tuesday
afternoon during an exer-

Silves-

metres from the border
with Belarus.

Early alert

Al Inmovation: An ergineer durt

In Eberswalde, eastern Germarry,

INg 3 presentation on
o on Thursday. s

aguard, the first autonomous, A-based drone system for early forest

Rubio offers U.S.
security for Guyana

KINGSTON

Secretary of State Marco
Rubio heads on Thursday
to Guyana to offer to put
the newly ofl-rich nation
under the U.S. security
umbrella as neighbouring
laims.

the State Department.

Marco Rubio
President Donald
Trump's administration

said it envisioned a rela-
tonship with Guyana akin
to those with oflrich Gulf
Arab nations, which wel-
come U.S. troops for their
security.
Guyanese President Ir-
faan AN, who faces re-clec-
ton this vear,
braced closer defenc
Cooperation with the US.

Protests to reinstate
in Nepal to be intensified

KATHMANDU

monarchy

tem in the country.
view of the protests

a
 two dif-
in Nepal = ferent groups in Kathman.
on Thursday announced to Q. Nepal potice have tight.
intensify their agitation by ened  security  and
organising a protest rally increased vigilance.
on Friday with the aim o( pro-monarchists,
reinstatement claration abolished the including leaders of Rastri
monarchy. 240-year-old monarchy in  ya Prajatantra Party, have

Holding a press confe-

rence here, they also an-

ed forming a Joint
Cor

supporter of former King
Gyanendra_

The pro-monarchists
said they organise a
grand protest rally at Tin-
kune area demanding res-
toration of monarchy.

Nepal's political parties
through a Parliament de-

cm

while Hindu kingdom to a
secular, federal, democrat-
ic republi

On Friday, the Socialist
Forum, a fourparty al-

republic system to counter
the pro-manarchisss. CON-
CPN-Un-
120 Sociatist among oth-
ers are joining the demon-
stration with the aim of
strengthening republic sys-

Gyanendra in a message
sald that ~time has come
for us to assume responsi-
bility to protect the coun-
try and bring about nation-
al unity~.

Meanwhile, Minister for
Home Affairs Ramesh Lek-
hak has said that an auto-
cratic system cannot be an

alte: lemocracy.

US. drops
bounties on
top Taliban
officials

KABUL

‘The United States removed

However, they
sull remain on the list of
Specially Designated I
bal Terrorists. This sym-

a US.
prisoner and hints at im-
proving bilateral rehun

Sirajuddin Hagqani had
long been one of Washing-
ton’s most important tar-
gets, with a SI0 million

on his head.

Israel passes law enabling political
control over judicial appointments

ence France Presse
JERUSALEM

Israel's  parliament
Thursday passed a law ex-
panding elected officlals’
power to appoint judges,
defying a years-long move

ment against Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu's
contentious. re-
forms that saw masstve
street protests.
e approval comes as
Mr. Netanyahu's govern-
ment, one of the most
right-wing in Israel's histo-
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Israel passes law enabling political
control over judicial appointments

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

Israel’s parliament on
Thursday passed a law ex-
panding elected officials’
power to appoint judges,
defying a years-long move-
ment against Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s
contentious judicial re-
forms that saw massive
street protests.

The approval comes as
Mr. Netanyahu’s govern-
ment, one of the most
right-wing in Israel’s histo-
ry, is locked in a stand-off
with the supreme court af-
ter beginning proceedings
to dismiss Attorney Gener-
al Gali Baharav-Miara and
announcing the sacking of
Ronen Bar, head of the in-

“———

B

Protesters in Jerusalem during a demostration against a law
enabling political control over judicial appointments. GETTY IMAGES

ternal security agency.
Critics said the new law
was a “nail in the coffin of
Israeli democracy,” while
the Opposition swiftly filed
a petition challenging the
vote, viewing these judicial
changes as signs of Mr. Ne-
tanyahu’s authoritarian

shift toward an illiberal
democracy.

The legislation was ap-
proved by a vote of 67 in fa-
vour and one against, with
the Opposition boycotting
the early-morning vote.

According to Justice Mi-
nister Yariv Levin, who

-

sponsored the Bill, the
measure was intended to
“restore balance” between
the legislative and judicial
branches.

Currently, judges are se-
lected by a nine-member
committee  comprising
judges, lawmakers, and
bar association representa-
tives, under the Justice Mi-
nister’s supervision.

Under the new law, the
committee would still have
nine members: three su-
preme court judges, the
Justice Minister and anoth-
er Minister, one coalition
lawmaker, one Opposition
lawmaker, and two public
representatives — one ap-
pointed by the majority
and the other by the
Opposition.

A INLY



What Happened?

* The Israeli Parliament (Knesset) passed a controversial law that gives
elected officials more power to appoint judges.

* The move is part of PM Netanyahu’s judicial overhaul which has
sparked massive protests.

U Key Provisions of the Law:

* The current 9-member judicial selection committee (including judges,
lawmakers, bar members) is restructured:



Still has 9 members, but political influence increases.

New structure:

e 3 Supreme Court judges

e 2 Ministers (Justice + another)

e 2 Lawmakers (one from ruling, one from opposition)

2 public representatives (one each by ruling & opposition)



Criticism & Concerns:

* Described as a “nail in the coffin of Israeli democracy”
* Seen as a move toward “illiberal democracy”

* Critics say it compromises judicial independence.

* Opposition boycotted the vote and filed a legal petition.
|j_|__|| Voting Outcome:

* Passed with 67 in favour, 1 against, rest boycotted.

@ Government's Justification:

* Aimed to “restore balance” between judiciary and legislature.
* Justice Minister Yariv Levin backed the bill.



As Al-generated art goes viral, the story of Miyazaki and his Studio Ghibli

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR &
ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

STUDIO GHIBLI-STYLE images have taken
over the Internet after OpenAl released its
“most advanced image generator yet” via
an update to the GPT-40 model. People
around the world have been
using the artificial intelligence
chatbotto adaptimages to the
distinctive style developed by

CULTURE

series World Masterpiece Theater, and films
such as The Wonderful World of Puss 'n Boots
(1969) and Future Boy Conan (1978) before
co-founding Studio Ghibli with director Isao
Takahata, and producer Toshio Suzuki in
1985. Miyazaki has himself directed most
of the films produced by the studio.

Over the years, Studio Ghibli has devel-
oped a distinctive aesthetic, one that has
found admirers around the
world. Miyazaki's frames are
vivid in detail, rich in colour,
and imbibe even daily objects

legendary Japanese animator
Hayao Miyazaki.

But not everyone is happy. Many see
this as an affront to the creative process,
especially given Miyazaki's own views
about Al-generated art.

Analogue artist in a digital age

Miyazakiwas borninTokyoin 1941. Atan
early age, he got hooked on manga,a popular
and distinctive style of Japanese comics and
graphicnovels. After studying economics and
political science at university, he began his ca-
reeras an animator in 1963.

Miyazaki worked in the long-running

with a dream-like character.

Crucially, Studio Ghibli productions are
meticulously hand-painted, and use next
to no digital assistance. Even in an age
where computer animation has taken over
the world, Miyazaki's workis defined by the
fact that behind each frame is the labour of
ahumanillustrator, often Miyazaki himself.

“Ibelieve that the tool of an animator is
the pencil,” he told The New York Times in
aninterview in 2021.

Naturally, Miyazaki has been a vocal
critic of Al-generated art.

For Never-Ending Man: Hayao Miyazaki,
22016 documentary about his life, he was

shown a demonstration of an Al-gener-
ated animation. His response has gone on
to become one of the most oft-quoted re-
pudiations of Al art.

“lam utterly disgusted...would never
wish to incorporate this technology into
my work at all. I strongly feel that thisis an
insult to life itself,” he famously said, be-
fore ending the discussion with the follow-

Astill from
Hayao
Miyazaki’s
Oscar-winning
The Boy and the
Heron (2023).
Studio Ghibli via AP

ing words: “I feel like we are nearing the
end of times. We humans are losing faith
in ourselves.”

Progressive themes

Much like their visual aesthetic, Studio
Ghibli’s stories blend the mundane with the
fantastical. They are alsodeeply political,and
contain complex characters who blur the bi-

nary between good and evil.

Having grown up in post-World War Il
Japan, pacifism is a recurring theme in
Miyazaki's works.

Porco Rosso (1991) was described by
Daisuke Akimoto as “anti-war propaganda”.
He wrote that the “fundamental political
message of the film is not only anti-fascism,
but also anti-war pacifism”. (‘A Pig, the State
and War: Porco Rosso’ published in 2014 in
Animation Studies). In Princess Mononoke
(1997), the protagonist goes against tradi-
tion to try and end a historic conflict be-
tween two communities.

Environmentalism is another common
theme of Studio Ghibli films. In 2008,
Miyazaki told The Japan Times that he felt
very frustrated growing up because he saw
nature being destroyed “in the name of eco-
nomic progress”.

Miyazaki’s films push audiences to re-
flect on the effects of capitalism on the nat-
ural world by telling stories about the rela-
tionship between humans and nature.
Hannah Kong Walter wrote for The
Cambridge Language Collective earlier this
year: “Nature in Studio Ghibliis never justa
physical setting: it is otherworldly, and if

nothing else, a reminder of the power and
beauty of the imagination. These films do
not so much concern the natural world and
its importance as one’s connection to it.”

Miyazaki has also been praised for his
treatment of female characters. Many
Studio Ghibli films tell coming-of-age sto-
ries of girls. But they do so without resort-
ing to either sexualisation or fluff, some-
thing that is rare even today. His female
protagonists are strong-willed, capable of
navigating the complexities of the world
while still remaining true to themselves.

Spirited Away (2001), perhaps the most
famous Studio Ghibli film of all time, tells
the story of ten-year-old Chihiro, who mys-
teriously gets trapped in the world of kami
— spirits in Japanese folklore — and must
figure out a way to free her family, and re-
turn to the human world.

This was the first non-English film to
win the Academy Award for Best Animated
Feature (although Miyazaki refused to at-
tend the ceremony, citing his opposition to
the Iraq War), and has found itself on mul-
tiple ‘Best Of lists. Miyazaki's The Boy and
The Heron (2023) too won the Academy
Award for Best Animated Feature.



What’s Happening? | FIT & {&T 272

* OpenAl's GPT-40 update has led to a wave of Al-generated images
mimicking the Studio Ghibli style — a distinctive hand-drawn aesthetic
by legendary Japanese animator Hayao Miyazaki.



Who is Hayao Miyazaki? | gTT3T fAATSITahT Flet 272
* Born in 1941, Tokyo. Influenced by manga and post-WW!II pacifism.

* Career began in 1963; co-founded Studio Ghibli in 1985 with Isao
Takahata.
* Directed masterpieces like:

e Spirited Away (2001) — Won Academy Award for Best Animated Feature.
e The Boy and The Heron (2023) — Also Oscar winner.



e Studio Ghibli films are:

 Hand-painted, no digital shortcuts.

* Focused on anti-war, environmentalism, pacifism, and strong female
characters.

* Nature & imagination > modern materialism.



EZ Progressive Themes | 9erfafier fasr

* Porco Rosso called "anti-war propaganda".

* Princess Mononoke tackled human vs nature conflict.

* Female protagonists are brave, thoughtful, unsexualised.

* Spirited Away — story of a girl trapped in kami (spirit) world.
€O Themes include:

* Anti-capitalism

* Environmental protection

* Individual freedom



Indian billionaires’
wealth a third of
country’'s GDP

New Delhi: The cumulative
wealth of 284 Indian billion-
airesisathird of the country’s
GDP, a report said. Gautam
Adani has emerged as the
biggest wealth gainer globally
withaRs 1 lakh crore jumpin
hisfortune toRs8.4lakh crore,
as per the Hurun Global Rich
List. Mukesh Ambanisawa 13
per cent drop in his wealth to
Rs 8.6 lakh crore. PTI



'Ambani out of global 10 rich list

Mukesh Ambani (net worth $100 billion) retained the title of India's richest individual, but
dropped out of the world's wealthiest top 10 while Gautam Adani ($98 billion) was India’s
biggest wealth gainer in absolute terms in the Hurun's Global Rich List 2025, released on
Thursday. HCL's Roshni Nadar is at the third spot with a net worth of $40 billion, making her
the fifth richest woman in the world. Compiled by Viveat Susan Pinto

INDIA'S TOP 5 RICHEST PEOPLE Wealth (in $billion)
Mukesh Ambani  Gautam Adani Roshni Nadar Dilip Shanghvi Azim Premji

WORLD'STOP 5 RICHEST PEOPLE Wealth (in $billion)
Elon Musk Jeff Bezos Mark Zuckerberg Larry Elison Warren Buffet

> Source: Hurun Global Rich List 2025




Bedmap3



* Scientists have created the most comprehensive map yet of Antarctica’s
landscape beneath its ice sheet, called Bedmap3.

Bedmap3
* |t extends the previous Bedmap?2 dataset.

* It includes data from 84 new aero-geophysical surveys, 15 data sources,
52 million additional data points, and 1.9 million line-km of
measurements.

* Coverage of Gaps: It fills major gaps in knowledge, including
information on mountain ranges, the deep interior of East Antarctica,
and the coastlines of West Antarctica and the Antarctic Peninsula.



Importance

 Bedmap3 provides a clearer picture of Antarctica’s subglacial landscape
and ice distribution, offering insights into the continent’s evolution and
ice sheet modeling.

* It will help study how the ice sheet interacts with the bedrock and how
it may behave as global warming continues, helping scientists predict
future ice loss and sea-level rise.



* Do you know?

— Antarctica is a continent. It is Earth’s fifth-largest continent and is
covered almost completely in ice. Antarctica covers Earth’s South Pole.

— Antarctica has no trees or bushes. The only plants that can survive the
extreme cold are lichens, mosses and algae.

— Antarctica is the coldest continent on earth.



Privilege Motion



* An opposition leader has moved a privilege motion against the Minister of State
for Rural Development, alleging that he made a false statement regarding the
comparative allocation of MGNREGS funds to Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh.

Privilege motion

* A privilege motion is moved when a Member of Parliament (MP) believes that
there has been a breach of parliamentary privileges.



* |t must relate to a recent incident and warrant the intervention of the
House.

* The motion can be admitted or rejected by the Speaker (Lok
Sabha) or Chairman (Rajya Sabha).

* If admitted, it is referred to the Committee of Privileges, which:
* |nvestigates the matter.
* May summon witnesses or documents.
e Submits a report within one month.



 The House then considers the committee’s recommendations,
and penal action is taken only in extreme cases.

Distinction from Contempt of the House

* Breach of privilege: Involves violating the special rights of the House or
its members.

* Contempt of the House: Any act that obstructs the functioning of the
House, even if no specific privilege is violated.



* Parliamentary Privileges
— Parliamentary privileges are special rights and immunities enjoyed by

Parliament and its members, enabling them to discharge their functions

independently and effectively.

Constitutional Backing
— Article 105: Deals with the powers, privileges, and immunities of

Parliament and its members.
— Article 122: Bars courts from inquiring into the validity of

parliamentary proceedings.



Abel Prize



e Japanese mathematician Masaki Kashiwara was awarded this year’s
Abel Prize.

* He was honored with the Abel Prize for his groundbreaking work
in algebraic analysis, representation theory, the development of D-
modules, and the discovery of crystal bases.

About Abel Prize

* Named after legendary Norwegian mathematician Niels Henrik Abel
(1802-1829), the prize was established by the Norwegian Parliament in
2002 to commemorate the 200th anniversary of Abel’s birth.



* First awarded in 2003, the Abel Prize is often regarded as the Nobel
Prize equivalent in mathematics.

* Recipients are selected by a committee appointed by the Academy, in
consultation with the International Mathematical Union (IMU) and the
European Mathematical Society (EMS).

* The award includes a cash award and a glass plague designed by
Norwegian artist Henrik Haugan.



Kaizen Philosophy



The Gujarat Administrative Reforms Commission (GARC) submitted its
first report recommending the adoption of Kaizen, a Japanese method
of continuous improvement, in government operations.
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e What is Kaizen?

* Kaizen translates to “change for better” or continuous improvement.

* |t focuses on small, consistent improvements involving all employees to
improve overall system performance.

e Core Features of Kaizen:

* Continuous Improvement: Encourages small, incremental changes for long-
term efficiency.

 Employee Involvement: Every worker is empowered to suggest process
improvements.

e Standardization: Streamlined procedures to maintain consistency.

* Waste Elimination (Muda): Cuts down unnecessary steps, time, or resource
use.

* Customer-Centric Approach: Enhances service delivery to meet citizen needs




* Efficient Meetings: Short, well-structured meetings save administrative
time.

 Employee-Centric Feedback: Installing QR codes and suggestion boxes
promotes participation.

* Process Improvement: Upgrading e-Sarkar platforms to improve
planning and action-tracking.

* Infrastructure Modernisation: AC offices and solar power enhance
work environments and sustainability.

* Smart Governance: Promotes digital tools, real-time accountability, and
performance monitoring.




Great White Sharks



* A 20-year study in South Africa reveals that the decline of Great White
Sharks disrupted marine ecosystems, causing cascading food web
imbalances.






e Scientific Name: Carcharodon carcharias

 JUCN Status: Vulnerable.

 Habitat & Distribution:

* Found in temperate coastal waters(e.g., USA, South Africa, Australia,
Japan).

* Migratory — some travel to tropical waters but return to temperate
zones for feeding.



Adaptations: Regional endothermy (warm-blooded), serrated teeth,
torpedo-shaped body.

* Food Habits:
* Hunts seals, dolphins, fish; uses ambush tactics(“bite-and-wait”).




Pamban Rail Bridge



Prime Minister of India to inaugurate India’s first vertical-lift railway
bridge on April 6, replacing the 111-year-old Pamban Bridge.

* The new X531-crore bridge enhances maritime safetyand rail
connectivity to Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu.



e What was it?

* A historic railway bridge linking Rameswaram Island to Mandapam (mainland
Tamil Nadu).

e Key Details:

e Builtin: 1914 (completed in 2.5 years).

e Built by: British India under Madras Railway.







About New Pamban Bridge:

 Built By: Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL) at X531 crore.

* Key Features:

* Vertical-lift span (72 m): First in India, automated for smoother ship
movement.

e Stronger construction: Corrosion-resistant materials for longer durability.

 Modern Technology: Fully automatic lift mechanism (vs. manual in old bridge).

* Energy Efficient: Solar-ready design for future sustainability.




Key Difference between Old and New Pamban Bridge:

Feature Old Pamban Bridge New Pamban Bridge
Inauguration Year 1914 2025

Type Double-leaf bascule Vertical lift span

Span Control Manual operation Automated lift system
Length 2.065 km 2.2 km

Ship Clearance Limited, slow Wider and quicker clearance

Lifespan Over 100 years Next-generation, corrosion-resistant



from the session



Q. Consider the following statements:

1.Donald Trump announced a 25% tariff on imported vehicles and auto
components, effective April 3.

2.Japan and Germany are exempted from the new US tariff.

3.The move is expected to impact Tata Motors' subsidiary, Jaguar Land
Rover.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1 and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 2 only
D.1,2and3




Q. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1.ATF constitutes 45% of the air ticket price in India.
2. Tamil Nadu levies the lowest VAT on ATF among all Indian states.

3.DGCA requires airlines to submit tariff sheets only at the start of each
season.

 Select the correct answer using the code below:
A. 1 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and3



Q. With reference to “Green Iron,” consider the following:

1.1t uses green hydrogen in place of coal for reducing CO, emissions.
2.1t can reduce emissions from 2.2 tons/ton to 300 kg/ton.

3.The steel industry contributes 2—3% of global carbon emissions.

 Which of the above is/are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and3




Q. Which of the following is true about Bedmap3?

1.1t maps the seafloor terrain of the Arctic Ocean.

2.1t builds on the data from the earlier Bedmap?2 dataset.
3.l1t includes over 50 million additional data points.

e Select the correct answer:
A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and3




Q. Consider the following about Israel’s new judicial law:
1.1t increases political influence in judge appointments.
2.The law was unanimously passed in the Knesset.

3.The opposition fully supported the reform.

* Which is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B.1and 2 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and3



Q. Which of the following is/are true regarding the Abel Prize?
1.1t is awarded by the UN to mathematicians.

2.Masaki Kashiwara won it in 2024 for work in D-modules and crystal
bases.

3.1t was first awarded in 2003 by the Norwegian Parliament.

e Select the correct answer:
A. 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 2 only
D.1,2and3



Q. Which of the following features apply to Great White Sharks?
1.They are listed as “Endangered” by IUCN.
2.They exhibit regional endothermy.

3.Their decline has led to food chain imbalances.

* Choose the correct option:
A. 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 2 only
D.1,2and3



Q. Regarding parliamentary privilege motions in India, consider:
1.1t can be admitted or rejected by the Speaker or Chairman.
2.1t addresses breach of privilege or contempt of court.

3.Penal action is often taken in most privilege motions.

* Correct answer:
A. 1 only
B.1and 2 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and3



Q. Which of the following are features of the Kaizen model adopted by
Gujarat?

1.Emphasis on incremental improvements.
2.Encouraging employee suggestions via QR codes.
3.Focus on large, one-time reforms.

* Correct answer:
A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and3




Q. Regarding the new Pamban Rail Bridge:

1.1t will be India’s first vertical-lift railway bridge.

2.1t is being constructed by L&T.

3.lt connects Rameswaram with mainland Tamil Nadu.

* Correct answer:
A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and3




Word of the day

Garble:

make false by mutilation or addition; as of a
message or story

Synonyms: distort, falsify, warp

Usa g€ He sent me a rather garbled text
yesterday.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/garblepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [ga:(1)bal/
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