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10 MCQ from the session 



Q. Consider the following statements:

1.Donald Trump announced a 25% tariff on imported vehicles and auto 
components, effective April 3.

2.Japan and Germany are exempted from the new US tariff.

3.The move is expected to impact Tata Motors' subsidiary, Jaguar Land 
Rover.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1 and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Q. Which of the following statements is/are correct?

1.ATF constitutes 45% of the air ticket price in India.

2.Tamil Nadu levies the lowest VAT on ATF among all Indian states.

3.DGCA requires airlines to submit tariff sheets only at the start of each 
season.

• Select the correct answer using the code below:
A. 1 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Q. With reference to “Green Iron,” consider the following:

1.It uses green hydrogen in place of coal for reducing CO₂ emissions.

2.It can reduce emissions from 2.2 tons/ton to 300 kg/ton.

3.The steel industry contributes 2–3% of global carbon emissions.

• Which of the above is/are correct?
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Q. Which of the following is true about Bedmap3?

1.It maps the seafloor terrain of the Arctic Ocean.

2.It builds on the data from the earlier Bedmap2 dataset.

3.It includes over 50 million additional data points.

• Select the correct answer:
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Q. Consider the following about Israel’s new judicial law:

1.It increases political influence in judge appointments.

2.The law was unanimously passed in the Knesset.

3.The opposition fully supported the reform.

• Which is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 1 and 2 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Q. Which of the following is/are true regarding the Abel Prize?

1.It is awarded by the UN to mathematicians.

2.Masaki Kashiwara won it in 2024 for work in D-modules and crystal 
bases.

3.It was first awarded in 2003 by the Norwegian Parliament.

• Select the correct answer:
A. 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Q. Which of the following features apply to Great White Sharks?

1.They are listed as “Endangered” by IUCN.

2.They exhibit regional endothermy.

3.Their decline has led to food chain imbalances.

• Choose the correct option:
A. 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Q. Regarding parliamentary privilege motions in India, consider:

1.It can be admitted or rejected by the Speaker or Chairman.

2.It addresses breach of privilege or contempt of court.

3.Penal action is often taken in most privilege motions.

• Correct answer:
A. 1 only
B. 1 and 2 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Q. Which of the following are features of the Kaizen model adopted by 
Gujarat?

1.Emphasis on incremental improvements.

2.Encouraging employee suggestions via QR codes.

3.Focus on large, one-time reforms.

• Correct answer:
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Q. Regarding the new Pamban Rail Bridge:

1.It will be India’s first vertical-lift railway bridge.

2.It is being constructed by L&T.

3.It connects Rameswaram with mainland Tamil Nadu.

• Correct answer:
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3













• Supreme Court of India ने Congress MP Imran Pratapgarhi के खिलाफ 
दर्ज hate speech case को िारिर् कि ददया।

• मामला उनकी कविता “suffering injustice with love” को लेकि था।
 कोर्ज ने कहा:

• “Free speech through poetry, theatre, satire, comedy must be protected 
in a democracy.”



Key Observations by the Supreme Court | सुप्रीम कोर्ट की टर्प्पणिय ाँ
• Fundamental rights cannot be diluted due to “insecurity” of the 

powerful.

• “A person’s views cannot be silenced merely because the majority 
disagrees.”

• Satire, dissent, stand-up comedy—even harsh critique—are protected 
under Article 19(1)(a).



Restrictions on Free Speech | अभिव्यक्ति की स्विंत्रि  पर सीम एं
Justice Bhuyan:

• “Reasonable restrictions” must be narrowly defined.

• Restrictions must not be harmful, vague, or excessive.

• Courts must ensure freedom of expression remains intact.



UPSC Relevance:

 GS2 – Polity & Constitution:

• Article 19(1)(a) – Freedom of speech & expression.

• Judicial interpretation of reasonable restrictions.

• Role of state and police in protecting or misusing free speech 
boundaries.

 GS4 – Ethics & Integrity:

• Moral courage, Tolerance, and Right to dissent.

• Conflict between law and conscience.

 Essay Topics:

• “Freedom of speech is the cornerstone of democracy.”

• “Is freedom of expression under threat in modern societies?”







Key Highlights

 Earthquake Details:

• Magnitude: 7.7 on Richter scale

• Location: Northern Myanmar (epicenter – Sagaing region)

• Aftershock: Magnitude 6.4

• Impact area: Myanmar, Thailand; tremors also felt in India



• Casualties and Damage

• Hundreds trapped in collapsed buildings.

• Infrastructure extensively damaged – roads cracked, skyscrapers 
demolished, hospital buildings collapsed.

Country Deaths Details

Myanmar At least 144
Over 700 injured, toll 
expected to rise

Thailand At least 8
30-storey building collapse in 
Bangkok



overnment & Rescue Response

• Myanmar junta declared emergency and sought international aid.

• Mandalay city (Myanmar's second-largest city) facing rescue personnel 
shortage.

• Thai PM Srettha Thavisin ordered inspection of buildings.

• Rescue teams working under floodlights to search for survivors.



 International Reactions

• India, France, EU offered emergency aid.

• WHO activated regional logistics hub to support operations.



 GS1 – Geography:

• Earthquake: tectonic origin in Sagaing Fault Zone (active fault system).

• Disaster-prone zones in Southeast Asia.

 GS3 – Disaster Management:

• Emergency rescue efforts, international coordination.

• Need for earthquake-resistant infrastructure.

 GS2 – IR/Current Affairs:

• Humanitarian diplomacy: India's soft power role in offering disaster aid.



 Exam Pointers:

Topic Data/Insight

Earthquake zone Sagaing Region, Myanmar

Magnitude 7.7 (major earthquake)

Casualties (Total) 150+ deaths (Myanmar + Thailand)

Aid offered by India, France, EU, WHO

WHO statement “Very, very big threat to life”



Why is Myanmar Frequently Rocked by Earthquakes?



• A powerful earthquake of magnitude 7.7 and at least six aftershocks 
struck central Myanmar.

About

• It was the strongest earthquake globally in the last 2 years.
• It was a shallow earthquake, with a depth of only 10 km.

• The epicenter was located 17.2 km from Mandalay, a metropolis with a 
population of around 1.5 million people.



• Affected Areas: Thailand (Bangkok),
• Northeast India – tremors felt, no reported casualties or significant damage.

• Tectonic Plates Involved: Indian Plate (west) and Eurasian Plate (east).

• Cause of Earthquake: Tectonic plates slipping past one another, 
releasing stored-up energy as seismic waves.



• The Myanmar earthquake took place due to the “strike slip faulting” between 
the Indian and Eurasian plates, meaning these two plates rubbed sideways 
against each other.

• Myanmar experiences frequent earthquakes, especially along 
the Sagaing Fault.
• It runs north to south through the centre of Myanmar, and is prone to 

earthquakes.

• Since 1900, at least six quakes of magnitude greater than 7 have occurred near 
the Sagaing Fault.



• Previous Significant Earthquakes in Myanmar:
• 1839: Magnitude 8.3, estimated 300-400 deaths.

• 1990: Magnitude 7, 32 buildings collapsed.

• 1912: Magnitude 7.9, near the recent epicenter.

• 2016: Magnitude 6.9.

• India has launched Operation Brahma, sending humanitarian aid and relief 
supplies to the affected region.







Key Highlights:

• The Delhi High Court ruled that service charges/tips are voluntary and 
cannot be made mandatory by hotels or restaurants.

• Making service charge compulsory violates consumer protection laws 
and guidelines.

 Court Observations:

• Mandatory service charge is “contrary to law” and violates guidelines.

• Consumers can voluntarily pay for services they enjoyed.

• No consumer can be denied service for refusing to pay a service charge.



 Rejection of Plea:

• The HC rejected the plea by hotel/restaurant associations such as:
• NRAI (National Restaurant Association of India)

• Federation of Hotel and Restaurant Associations

• These associations challenged the July 2022 guidelines issued by the 
Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA).



 CCPA Guidelines (July 2022):

• Hotels/restaurants cannot auto-add service charges to food bills.

• No service charge can be collected under any alternative name.

• The range of 5–20% service charge (in lieu of tip/gratuity) must not be 
imposed compulsorily.



 Consequences of Violation:

• Strict action will be taken under consumer laws if establishments violate 
these norms.

• Restaurants must follow CCPA guidelines strictly.





 UPSC Relevance:

 GS2 – Polity & Governance:

• Consumer Protection (Rights of consumers under the Consumer 
Protection Act)

• Role of judiciary in upholding rights.

 GS3 – Economy:

• Ethics in business practices

• Regulation of hospitality industry







• The Indian Army has achieved a milestone by developing and 
successfully testing an indigenous First Person View (FPV) 
drone equipped with an anti-tank kamikaze payload



About First Person View (FPV) Drones

• Definition: FPV drones are remotely piloted aircraft that transmit real-
time video feed from an onboard camera to the operator’s goggles or 
screen, providing a first-person view of the drone’s perspective.

• Purpose: Offers precise navigation and control, especially for tactical or 
combat missions, racing, surveillance, and reconnaissance.



Significance

• These drones offer a cost-effective means to neutralize high-value enemy 
assets, such as tanks, thereby enhancing the Army’s combat 
effectiveness.

• The prominence of FPV drones in recent conflicts, notably in Ukraine, has 
demonstrated their capability to alter battlefield dynamics by effectively 
neutralizing substantial and costly military assets.







• The Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2024 is being pushed by the Central 
Government amid nationwide protests, especially from the Muslim 
community.

• Union Minister Kiren Rijiju defended the Bill and accused the 
Opposition of misleading Muslims by falsely claiming the Bill will 
“snatch” their properties.

• Rijiju emphasized that Waqf laws have existed since before 
Independence, calling claims of unconstitutionality baseless 
propaganda.



• Amends the Waqf Act to allow:
• Inclusion of non-Muslims and Muslim women on Waqf Boards.

• Empower the government to declassify or strip properties designated as 
“Waqf”.

• Aims to address disputes and misuse of Waqf land and properties.



Background & Context:

• The Waqf Act has governed properties like graveyards and mosques 
since pre-Independence.

• In July 2024, the Bill was tabled proposing reforms.

• A 31-member Joint Parliamentary Committee was set up in August 
2024 to review it.





A Waqf is a personal property given by Muslims for a specific purpose — religious, 
charitable, or for private purpure

•Historical Background: The concept of Waqf (endowment) was introduced in 
India with the advent of Muslim rule.

•During the Mughal and Sultanate periods, Waqf management 
was centralised and theocratic in nature.



The earliest recorded Waqf in 
India dates back to the Delhi 

Sultanate, when Sultan 
Muizuddin Sam Ghaor dedicated 
two villages to the Jama Masjid 

of Multan and entrusted its 
administration to Shaikhul Islam.

Waqf was also closely linked to 
conversion and cultural 

appropriation in pre-British 
India.









 Project Overview:

• Train: Vande Bharat Express

• Route: Katra (Jammu) to Srinagar (Kashmir)

• Travel Time: Will reduce from 6–7 hours (by road) to just 3 hours

• Distance: 272 km

• Project Name: Udhampur–Srinagar–Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL)



• Sections Now Connected:
• Baramulla → Srinagar → Sangaldan → Katra

• Completed Challenges:
• Sangaldan to Katra: The most difficult section is now operational.

• Chenab Bridge:
• Height: 359 meters above sea level (taller than Eiffel Tower)

• Cost: Part of ₹37,000 crore USBRL project

• Tunnels and Bridges:
• 90% of the route through 943 bridges and 36 tunnels

• Longest tunnel: T-50 (12.7 km)

• Anji Khad Bridge: India’s first cable-stayed railway bridge



• Climate-Adapted for sub-zero temperatures

• Heated driver’s windshield for clear visibility during snow

• Advanced heating systems and frost protection











 Context:

• As India faces extreme summer heat (up to 45°C), demand for air 
conditioners (ACs) is surging rapidly.

• This peak demand is putting severe stress on the national power grid, 
especially during evening and night hours when solar generation drops.





Challenges:

• Most ACs in India are 3-star rated or lower.

• India’s minimum energy efficiency standard (MEPS) is equivalent to 
China’s lowest efficiency level.

• Lack of clear policy signal discourages manufacturers from investing in 
energy-efficient technology.



Solutions Proposed:

• Raise MEPS (Minimum Energy Performance Standards) steadily through 
2027–2033.

• Improve ISEER (Indian Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio) target to 6.3 by 
2030, from the current average of 3.5–4.

• Incentivize manufacturers to upgrade components like compressors, 
heat exchangers, and smart controls.

• Provide predictable timelines for manufacturing investment and 
consumer clarity.



Benefits of Efficient ACs:

• Cut peak demand by:
• 20 GW (by 2030)

• 60 GW (by 2035)

• Equal to eliminating need for 12–20 large power plants.

• Save ₹6.3 lakh crore in reduced power generation and infrastructure.

• Bring down AC electricity costs for households.

• Avoid a looming power crisis from mismatch of demand and supply.



 Global Comparison:

• China mandates five-star efficiency for all ACs.

• India is lagging and has potential to leapfrog with smart MEPS reforms.









SDG Progress & Challenges



• India has shown significant improvement in its Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG) index 2024 ranking which has improved to 109th  out of 166 
countries. 

• States have also demonstrated better performance, with an average 
increase of five units in the composite index over the past three years.



How Has India Performed on SDGs So Far?

• Overall Progress: India’s SDG index score improved from 57 
(2018) to 71 (2023-24).

• States Performance: Kerala & Uttarakhand lead with 8 goals 
each scoring above 80 (above 80 score is an indicator 
of achievement).

• However, over 9 states recorded a decline in No Poverty (Goal 1), Gender 
Equality (Goal 5), Reduced Inequality (Goal 10), and Strong Institutions 
(Goal 16).



• Target Specific Progress: SDG-3: Maternal Mortality 
Ratio reduced from 130 (2014-16) to 97 (2018-20) per 1,00,000 
live births.

• SDG-4: The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education rose 
from 23.7% to 28.4% between 2014-15 and 2021-22.

• SDG-6: Over 95% of people in rural areas and 97.2% in cities are 
having access to improved sources of drinking (potable) water 
during 2020-2021.



• SDG-7: India’s renewable energy capacity increased from 180.80 GW in 
December 2023 to 209.44 GW in December 2024.

• Budgetary Allocations: Some states (like Haryana, Odisha, 
Meghalaya) now publish SDG-specific budgets.

• Developing nations need USD 4 trillion annually to meet SDGs.



What are Sustainable Development Goals?

• About: SDGs are 17 interconnected goals addressing global 
challenges like poverty, inequality, climate change, and 
environmental degradation.

• It was adopted in 2015 by 193 UN Member States as part of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development

• Aim: It aims to achieve peace, prosperity, and 
sustainability by 2030 through global partnership.







World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)



• The Uttarakhand Forest Department has partnered with WWF to install 
trap cameras in forest interiors to provide real-time wildlife alerts on 
forest roads. Forest department is installing trap cameras in interior 
forest roads to alert drivers about wild animal movement in real time.



• What is WWF?

• An international NGO working for environmental conservation and reducing 
human impact on nature.

• Established: 1961

• Founders: Sir Peter Scott, Max Nicholson, and others



• Origin: Initiated to support IUCN and global conservation efforts via 
fundraising and activism.

• Headquarters: Gland, Switzerland

• Objective of WWF:

• To halt environmental degradation and promote a sustainable future where 
humans live in harmony with nature.



Sarhul Festival



• The tribal communities of Jharkhand and Chhotanagpur region are 
celebrating Sarhul, a New Year and spring festival rooted in nature 
worship.



About Sarhul Festival:

• What is Sarhul?

• Sarhul literally means ‘worship of the Sal tree’ and marks the onset of 
spring and the Adivasi New Year.

• It symbolizes the cosmic union of the Sun and Earth, essential for the cycle of 
life and agriculture.

• Tribes Associated:

• Celebrated by Adivasi groups such as the: Oraon, Munda, Santal, Khadia, and Ho.

• The festival is observed across Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Bihar, and also 
by tribal diaspora in Assam, Andaman, Nepal, Bangladesh, and Bhutan.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/modern-indian-history/other-dimensions/tribal-movements/munda-rebellion/


Tribhuvandas Patel



• The Lok Sabha has passed a Bill to establish Tribhuvan Sahkari University 
in Anand, Gujarat, named after Tribhuvandas Patel, founder of the Kaira 
Milk Union (Amul).





• Early Life & Background:

• Born: 22 October 1903 in Anand, Kheda district, Gujarat.

• Family: Son of Kishibhai Patel, a farmer; studied at DN High School, Anand.

• Education: Graduate from Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad.

• Participated in movements like Civil Disobedience, Salt Satyagraha, and anti-
untouchability drives; jailed in Nasik (1930) and Visapur.



• Contribution to the Cooperative Movement:

• Founded Kaira Milk Union (Amul) on 14 December 1946 to end dairy 
exploitation by private traders like Polson Dairy.

• Promoted inclusive village-level dairy cooperatives based on:

• One man, one vote principle

• Equal participation across castes and communities



• Appointed Dr. Verghese Kurien and supported him in building the 
foundation of India’s White Revolution.

• Later helped establish:
• National Dairy Development Board (NDDB)

• Institute of Rural Management Anand (IRMA)

• Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF)



• Role in Freedom Struggle:

• Close follower of Mahatma Gandhi’s principles.

• Dedicated life to rural upliftment, community health, and self-reliance.

• Founded Tribhuvandas Foundation from public donations to serve rural health 
needs.

• Recognitions & Awards:

• Ramon Magsaysay Award (1963) for Community Leadership.

• Padma Bhushan (1964) for Social Service.









Thank you 
guys.
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