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Q. Consider the following statements:

1.Donald Trump announced a 25% tariff on imported vehicles and auto
components, effective April 3.

2.Japan and Germany are exempted from the new US tariff.

3.The move is expected to impact Tata Motors' subsidiary, Jaguar Land
Rover.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1 and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 2 only
D.1,2and3




Q. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1.ATF constitutes 45% of the air ticket price in India.
2. Tamil Nadu levies the lowest VAT on ATF among all Indian states.

3.DGCA requires airlines to submit tariff sheets only at the start of each
season.

 Select the correct answer using the code below:
A. 1 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2 and 3 only
D.1,2and3



Q. With reference to “Green lron,” consider the following:

1.1t uses green hydrogen in place of coal for reducing CO, emissions.
2.1t can reduce emissions from 2.2 tons/ton to 300 kg/ton.

3.The steel industry contributes 2—3% of global carbon emissions.

 Which of the above is/are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3




Q. Which of the following is true about Bedmap3?

1.1t maps the seafloor terrain of the Arctic Ocean.

2.1t builds on the data from the earlier Bedmap?2 dataset.
3.l1t includes over 50 million additional data points.

e Select the correct answer:
A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3




Q. Consider the following about Israel’s new judicial law:
1.1t increases political influence in judge appointments.
2.The law was unanimously passed in the Knesset.
3.The opposition fully supported the reform.

* Which is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B.1and 2 only
C.2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



Q. Which of the following is/are true regarding the Abel Prize?
1.1t is awarded by the UN to mathematicians.

2.Masaki Kashiwara won it in 2024 for work in D-modules and crystal
bases.

3.1t was first awarded in 2003 by the Norwegian Parliament.

e Select the correct answer:
A. 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 2 only
D.1,2and3



Q. Which of the following features apply to Great White Sharks?
1.They are listed as “Endangered” by IUCN.
2.They exhibit regional endothermy.

3.Their decline has led to food chain imbalances.

* Choose the correct option:
A. 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 2 only
D.1,2and 3



Q. Regarding parliamentary privilege motions in India, consider:
1.1t can be admitted or rejected by the Speaker or Chairman.
2.1t addresses breach of privilege or contempt of court.

3.Penal action is often taken in most privilege motions.

* Correct answer:
A. 1 only
B.1and 2 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



Q. Which of the following are features of the Kaizen model adopted by
Gujarat?

1.Emphasis on incremental improvements.
2.Encouraging employee suggestions via QR codes.
3.Focus on large, one-time reforms.

* Correct answer:
A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2 and 3 only
D.1,2and3




Q. Regarding the new Pamban Rail Bridge:

1.1t will be India’s first vertical-lift railway bridge.

2.1t is being constructed by L&T.

3.lt connects Rameswaram with mainland Tamil Nadu.

* Correct answer:
A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3




CURRENT COMPLETE
FFAIR GK/GS
AFFAIRS _ * - - couRSE

@UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS By Bhunesh Sir

@COMPLETE 2 YEARS (2023 + 2024) flga '
CURRENT AFFAIRS ﬁ! @STATIC GK

@ COMPLETE NOTES (PDF) YHISTORY

“360'DEGREE EXAMS COVERED > - \ SZCE(L)'EEAPHY
— 2 | ~ JECONOMICS
(B:aavl Z750/ ] »\ | @SCIENCE

]\

', CLASS24 | F959/- T 750/-

USECODE-B25 CALL FOR SUPPORT: +91-7414862047 USE CODE - B25




SELEETION BATCH

- 2 Year Program 0% OFF
- 700+ Hours Classroom Content = \jeecodeSSCS0 | 21298¢f-36499/-

- LIVE FROM CLASSROOM
- Bilingual

- TEST SERIES @ é a @ o<

- Classes by (‘ z “4) K ig ; '@{ PN 4 . .
India’s Best Teuchersk B N /7, W7, i\ k

g CLASS 247, ';tﬁpr

START YOUR IDURNEY ‘& A Lrn - 5524
70 SUCCESS NOW. CALL FOR SUPPORT- 7414862047







SATURDAY
Ssarch 29, 2025
INTERNATIONAL
EDITION

20 Pages

FIR AGAINST JUDGE

CJI can refer action
on probe results: SC

NEWS » PAGE 3

Bangladesh welcomes
Chinese participation
WORLD » PAGE 12

EMPHATIC Win
Royal Challengers too
good for Super Kings

SPORT » PAGE 14

NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court on Friday

NEW DELEI
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishaniar said on Friday,
responding to questions about
the condition of menorities in
Pakiztan and Bangladesh said
that even the former PM Indira
Gandhi could not change
Pakistan's bigoted mindset”
and it was not possidle to
“change the mindset” of 3
neighbouring nation. » PAGE 3

Security forces
continue Kathua
search operation

Jasamu
Security forces on Friday failed
%0 establish contact with,
holed-up militants in the
Juthans Sorest area of
Kathua district of J&K Officials
indicated the likety deatn of an
additional police officer and
miktant 3t the encounter site,
which coutd raise the total toll
%0 four pokce personnel and
three miktants.» PAGE 3

Dhankhar leaves

as MPs
seek EPIC debate

NEW DELHI
Rajya Sabha Chairman

of the Upper House, accusing

Opposition's demand to have 3
discussion on “ensuring free
and fair elections™. » PAGE 4

“‘Nepal student’s
death blamed on

HC grants Kamra
legal protection

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAT

The Madras Hi
Friday granted
ection from arrest to
standup comedian Kunal
Kamr: 36,

Court on
interim

against Maharashtra Depu-
ty Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde in his comedy show

ice on the ccmedl.-\n s main

plea for grant of inter-State
anticipatory bal il undl he
could approach

Bom-
bay High Court for obtain-
ing regular bail.

In the meantime, the
Judge granted Interkm anti-

cipatory bail o that the co-
median et
arrested.
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Free speech is an integral part of
healthy and civilised society: SC

It quashes hate speech case filed against Congress MP; Bench says a person’s views cant be silenced because the majority

does not like them; Justice Oka says State shouldn't victimise individual opinions on behalf of those crippled by insecurity

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday said the

fundamental right
to free speech through
poetry, theatre, stand-up
comedy, and satire must be
cherished, as it quashed a
criminal case accusing
Congress MP Imran Pra-
tapgadhi of inciting dis-
cord through his poem on
“suffering injustice with
love”.

The judgment was
based on an appeal filed by
Mr. Pratapgadhi against
the registration of a crimi-
nal case by the Gujarat Pol-
ice under Section 196 of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta. “Seventy-five years into
our Republic, we cannot
be seen to be so shaky on
our fundamentals that a
mere recital of a poem, or

for that matter, any form of
art or entertainment, such
as stand-up comedy, can
be alleged to lead to ani-
mosity or hatred amongst
different = communities.
Subscribing to such a view
would stifle all legitimate
expressions of view in the
public domain, which is so
fundamental to a free so-
ciety,” a Bench of Justices
A.S. Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan
wrote in its verdict.

Restrictions and rights
Justice Bhuyan explained
to Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta that the “reasonable
restrictions” on free
speech must remain rea-
sonable. “Restrictions can-
not be harmful or oppres-
sive. Restrictions cannot
overshadow the funda-
mental right to free
speech,” Justice Bhuyan
said pointedly.

The Gujarat Poiice had filed a case against Imran Pratapgadhi,

7

|

accusing the Congress MP of inciting discord through his poem. AnI

The top court said free
speech was an integral part
of a healthy and civilised
society. A person’s views
cannot be silenced merely
because the majority does
not like the sound of them.
The law enforcement auth-
orities and courts must em-
ploy the standards of rea-
sonable, strong-minded,

firm, and courageous
minds, and not weak and
vacillating ones who scent
danger in every hostile
point of view, before in-
itiating criminal action
against freedom  of
expression.

Justice Oka, who auth-
ored the judgment with in-
puts from Justice Bhuyan,

said the State and the pol-
ice should not play ball to
victimise individual opi-
nions on behalf of those
crippled by insecurity and
view criticism as a threat to
their power and position.

The Gujarat Police had
registered a case against
Mr. Pratapgadhi, accusing
him of promoting enmity
among people of different
groups on the basis of caste
and religion.

Justice Oka, during a
March 3 hearing of the
case, remarked the poem
was a reference to non-vio-
lence, a path followed by
Mahatma Gandhi himself.
Mr. Mehta had however
found the poem at best
“sadak chaap” (cheap). He
objected to the compari-
son with Mahatma Gandhi.

The Bench referred to a
tendency to stifle art and

poetry.



. reme Court of India =1 Congress MP Imran Pratapgarhi & &omh
aTr? hate speech case hl WISl Y TSI

« HATHAT 3a1ehl hiddl ‘Suffering injustice with love” &l oY AT|
@ FIC o Fgr:

* “Free speech through poetry, theatre, satire, comedy must be protected
in a democracy.”




Key Observations by the Supreme Court | {I"Gﬁﬂ' Hic $r feogforar

* Fundamental rights cannot be diluted due to “insecurity” of the
powerful.

e “A person’s views cannot be silenced merely because the majority
disagrees.”

e Satire, dissent, stand-up comedy—even harsh critigue—are protected
under Article 19(1)(a).



Restrictions on Free Speech | HffaFa 1 Tadaar W AT

Justice Bhuyan:

* “Reasonable restrictions” must be narrowly defined.

* Restrictions must not be harmful, vague, or excessive.

* Courts must ensure freedom of expression remains intact.



UPSC Relevance:

< GS2 - Polity & Constitution:

 Article 19(1)(a) — Freedom of speech & expression.
e Judicial interpretation of reasonable restrictions.

* Role of state and police in protecting or misusing free speech
boundaries.

< GS4 - Ethics & Integrity:

* Moral courage, Tolerance, and Right to dissent.

* Conflict between law and conscience.

< Essay Topics:

* “Freedom of speech is the cornerstone of democracy.”

* “Is freedom of expression under threat in modern societies?”



Theme

®. Article 19(1)(a)

# SC Observation
) State Role
B Gandhi Reference

Danger of Misuse

Insight

Guarantees free speech and expression

Free speech must include poetry, satire, comedy
State shouldn’t silence or harass dissenters
Poem rooted in idea of non-violence, not hate

Invoking criminal law can chill artistic expression




Massive quake Kkills at least 144 in Myanmar
and 8 in Thailand; junta seeks foreign help

Ui
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Shell-shocked: Rescue workers near an under-construction building that collapsed after the tremor hit Bangkok, Thailand, on Friday. ap

Agence France-Presse
NAYPYIDAW

A huge earthquake hit
Myanmar and Thailand on
Friday, killing more than
150 people and injuring
hundreds, with dozens
trapped in collapsed build-
ings and the death toll ex-
pected to rise.

The shallow 7.7-magni-
tude tremor hit northwest
of the city of Sagaing in
central Myanmar in the
early afternoon, and was
followed minutes later by a
6.4-magnitude aftershock.

The quake flattened
buildings, downed bridg-
es, and cracked roads
across swathes of Myan-
mar, and even demolished
a 30-storey skyscraper un-
der construction hundreds
of kilometres away in

Bangkok.

While the full extent of
the catastrophe is yet to
emerge, the leader of iso-
lated Myanmar, in the grip
of a civil war, issued a rare
plea for international aid.

Junta chief Min Aung
Hlaing said 144 people had
been killed, with 732 con-
firmed injured, but
warned the toll was “likely
to rise”. Eight deaths have
been confirmed so far in
Thailand, with  more
expected.

He urged massive relief
efforts in the wake of the
disaster and said he had
“opened all ways for fo-
reign aid”.

Four years of civil war
sparked by the military
seizing power have rav-
aged Myanmar’s infras-
tructure and healthcare
system, leaving it ill-
equipped to respond to

such a disaster.

The country declared a
state of emergency across
the six worst-affected re-
gions after the quake,
which the World Health
Organization described as
a “very, very big threat to
life and health”.

‘Mass casualty area’
Hundreds of casualties ar-
rived at a major hospital in
Naypyidaw, where the
emergency department
entrance had collapsed on
acar.

An official at the hospi-
tal, the same one visited by
the junta chief, described it
as a “mass casualty area”
with medics treating the
wounded outside.

“I haven’t seen [someth-
ing] like this before. We are
trying to handle the situa-
tion,” a doctor said.

Mandalay, Myanmar’s
second largest city, ap-
peared to have been badly
hit.

A resident reached by
phone said the city was
badly lacking in rescue
personnel.

Across the border in
Thailand, a 30-storey sky-
scraper under construc-
tion collapsed to a tangled
heap of rubble and dust in
a matter of seconds.

Interior Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul said eight
dead bodies have been re-
covered and, with between
90 and 110 people unac-
counted for, the toll is ex-
pected to rise.

“We see several dead
bodies under the rubble.
We will take time to bring
the bodies out to avoid any
further collapses,” he told
presspersons.

As night fell, around 100
rescue workers assembled
at the scene to search for
survivors, illuminated by

specially erected
floodlights.

Visiting the site, Prime
Minister Paetongtarn Shi-
nawatra said “every build-
ing” in Bangkok would
need to be inspected for sa-
fety, though it was not im-
mediately clear how that
would be carried out.

An emergency zone was
declared in Bangkok,
where metro and light rail
services were suspended.

Strong quakes are ex-
tremely rare in Thailand.

India, France and the
European Union all offered
to provide assistance,
while the WHO said it was
mobilising its logistics hub
in Dubai to prepare trauma
injury supplies.




Key Highlights

. Earthquake Details:

* Magnitude: 7.7 on Richter scale

* Location: Northern Myanmar (epicenter — Sagaing region)
* Aftershock: Magnitude 6.4

* Impact area: Myanmar, Thailand; tremors also felt in India



Country Deaths Details

Over 700 injured, toll

Myanmar At least 144 :
expected to rise

30-storey building collapse in

Thailand At least 8 Bangkok

e Casualties and Damage
 Hundreds trapped in collapsed buildings.

* Infrastructure extensively damaged — roads cracked, skyscrapers
demolished, hospital buildings collapsed.




overnment & Rescue Response
* Myanmar junta declared emergency and sought international aid.

* Mandalay city (Myanmar's second-largest city) facing rescue personnel
shortage.

* Thai PM Srettha Thavisin ordered inspection of buildings.
* Rescue teams working under floodlights to search for survivors.



@© International Reactions
* India, France, EU offered emergency aid.
* WHO activated regional logistics hub to support operations.



GS1 — Geography:

* Earthquake: tectonic origin in Sagaing Fault Zone (active fault system).
* Disaster-prone zones in Southeast Asia.

GS3 — Disaster Management:

* Emergency rescue efforts, international coordination.

* Need for earthquake-resistant infrastructure.

GS2 - IR/Current Affairs:
* Humanitarian diplomacy: India's soft power role in offering disaster aid.



/

Topic
Earthquake zone
Magnitude
Casualties (Total)
Aid offered by

WHO statement

Data/Insight

Sagaing Region, Myanmar

7.7 (major earthquake)

150+ deaths (Myanmar + Thailand)
India, France, EU, WHO

“Very, very big threat to life”

Exam Pointers:



Why is Myanmar Frequently Rocked by Earthquakes?



* A powerful earthquake of magnitude 7.7 and at least six aftershocks
struck central Myanmar.

About

* It was the strongest earthquake globally in the last 2 years.

* |t was a shallow earthquake, with a depth of only 10 km.

* The epicenter was located 17.2 km from Mandalay, a metropolis with a
population of around 1.5 million people.



» Affected Areas: Thailand (Bangkok),

* Northeast India — tremors felt, no reported casualties or significant damage.
* Tectonic Plates Involved: Indian Plate (west) and Eurasian Plate (east).

e Cause of Earthquake: Tectonic plates slipping past one another,
releasing stored-up energy as seismic waves.



* The Myanmar earthquake took place due to the “strike slip faulting” between
the Indian and Eurasian plates, meaning these two plates rubbed sideways

against each other.

 Myanmar experiences frequent earthquakes, especially along
the Sagaing Fault.
* |t runs north to south through the centre of Myanmar, and is prone to

earthquakes.
e Since 1900, at least six quakes of magnitude greater than 7 have occurred near

the Sagaing Fault.



* Previous Significant Earthquakes in Myanmar:
e 1839: Magnitude 8.3, estimated 300-400 deaths.
e 1990: Magnitude 7, 32 buildings collapsed.
* 1912: Magnitude 7.9, near the recent epicenter.
 2016: Magnitude 6.9.

* India has launched Operation Brahma, sending humanitarian aid and relief
supplies to the affected region.
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Assam Police search arrested

re;

rter’s residence twice

The Assam Police searched the

residence of

arrested digital media reporter Dilwar Hussain

area twice

within (hree hours on F

Friday morning. The
search preceded a call by the Gauhati Press Club

urging all members of the print, electr

ronic, a

digical media to wear black badies for three days
the

allegedly trying to steal bank

Tuesday, he was accused of

and abusing a member of the

criminal indmldaunn
Scheduled

Panchavat official transferred
after he refuses to arrange tea

A dispute over serving

District Magistrate

tea ar a government press.

began after
st > aremmge T, prornpung the
to transfer him

Garhnmk(eshwar. However, Mr. /udhan said,
1 will take o

Chief Minister
said, 1 hold an

but they kept demanding it

eady served tea once,

again® on

Dallewal breaks fast; SC
says he’s a genuine leader
Without political agenda

at K

i and Shambhu borders di:

sed and all blocked roads and

hud\way\ cleared. Punjab govt. informs court: Bench seeks status report on ground situation

ways cleared_

evances of farmers. We
are not sitting in an Ivory
tower. We know everyth-

—
teader Jagit Singh bauewu after he draric

ing.” the court said.

report on the prevailing sit-
wation on the ground.
Gurminder Singh,
on the other hand. said
even Haryana had cleared
all the barricades on high-
ways enabling smooth flow
of traffic. "It was the daily
pain suffered by the com-
mule:s lhzlmw:s n our
A-G added that
lakhs of people would now
reap the benefits after the
highways were cleared as

water and broke his fast in Patiata on Fricay. &

they had to take a detour
rlier.

In September 2024, the
top court formed a high-
powered committee with
the aim to amicably resolve
the grievances of protest-

farmers, and file its next

supplementary status re-
Port. 1k alko’ dropped tha

Restaurants can’t
enforce service
charge: Delhi HC

Soibam Rock:
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on

miated against the Pun)ah
Chief

y and Direc-
tor General of Police for not
complying with the top
court's order on providing
medical Mr.
Dallewal.

Leaders released
1n a related development,

farmer leaders Sarwan
singh Pandher, Abhima-
Singh

ing a meex
ral delegation, were re-
leased on Friday.

Mr. Pandher. a Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha leader,
was released from Muktsar
Jail, whereas Mr. Kohar, Mr.
Kotra. and other farmer
leaders were released from
Patiala Central Jail.

leaders were detained on
their return
i

h passed
led by Union Agriculture several complaints
Minister  Shivraj  Singh | regarding restaurants and

nin Ch hotels ‘service

Is con-
trary to law and violates
the guidelines™.

It also said that if con-

they had enjoyed.
obviously

be barve:
The court rejected the
plea by associations of ho-
tel and restaurant owners
such as National Restan-
rant Association of India
(NRAI and Federation of
Hotel and Restaurant Asso-
ciations _challenging the
Central Consumer Protec-
tion Authority’s (CCPA) Ju-
Iy 2022 guidelines prohibit-

ing hotels and restauran
from automatically levylng

“service

e o of he food

irems.
The CCPA had been re-

Mandatory collection of service
<harge Is contrary to law and

violates

Zuideines, rules HC

charge' in the range of 5-
20% In leu of “tp” or ‘gra-
tuity” from consumers on a
compulsory basis.

“Follow guidelines’
on July 4. 2022, the CCPA.
the Consumer Af-
fairs Ministry, fssued gui-
delines stating that hotels
or restaurants cannot add
service rge automati-
cally or by default in the
food bill. “No collection of
service charge shall be
Gone by any Sther namer
It said
The court, on Friday,
ruled: “All restaurant esta-

tion is liable to be taken in
with law”.

Vijay: T.N. poll
will be a battle
between TVK
and DMK only

CHENNAT

The 2026 Assembly elec-

between the
DALK, TVK president Vigay
sald on Friday.

Speaking at the party’s
first general body meeting
in Chennai, he said,
ics is about carl
and every
enly ane family? Honeurs:

‘monarchist” Chief Mi-
Phseer Seati i tha BJP go-
vernment at the Centre Is

to stop me ng
the public?~
“Tamil Nadu s a land of

social justice and com:
nal harmony. If democracy
should prevail in Tamil Na-
du, the DMK should be un-
seated” Mr. Vijay said. He
described BIP as the “secret
owner™ of the DMK.

-

LUCKNOW

Alvida Jumma Namaz, the

P‘ruhlbdﬂng congrega-
prayers on public
L i 43 P o
law and order, Rapid
Action Force and the Pro-
vlnda.l Armed Constabul-
remained active in dif-
ferent parts of the State.
Director General of Pol-
ice (DGP) Prashant Kumar
monitored the security sit-
uation from the dedicated
control room at the State

police headquarters in

Devotees
Maspd in Sambhal on Friday. am

rayers were

perintendent
Aparna Rajat Kaushik said
sensitive areas were moni-
tored via CCTVs and addi-

on the Last Friday of Ramzan at the Jams

tional forces were posted
in key areas, incl th

Imambara, one of the lar-
gest in the district, saw the
usual number of worship-
pers and namaz began at
12.30 p.m. He said tight se-
curity measures were In
place around the mosque.
With inputs from PTD

Amid tight security, prayers on last Friday
of Ramzan held peacefully across U.P.

A silent
protest with
armbands

Ziva Us Salam
NEW DELHI

The All lndh Muslim Per-
sonal Board

QImpLEs appea! i

marul Vida Friday of
Ramzan) prayers was
greeted with a huge res-
ponse. The a

e

Self-styled preacher
convicted in rape case;
sentencing on April 1

CHANDIGARH

Self-styled Christian
p(eacher Bajinder Singh
was on Friday convicted in
a 2018 rape case by a local

jab's Mohali
—

The court of Additional
Districe and Sessions Judge
Vikrant Kumar held Singh
guilty of sexual

court will pmnoume the

asked  th
members to protest in this
peaceful manner against

Wacqf

the
{Amendment) BilL

Across Delhi, Mumbai,
Kolkata, Jalpur, and other

sermon was used to alert

the community to the re-

percussions If the Bill is
passed ment.

on
April
l’k was taken Into custo-
soon after

was

Singh, 42, a selfpro-
ed pastor, runs the
Glory and Wisdom Church
m Tajpur (Jalandhar) and
Majri (Mohali district) in
Punjab as a part of his mi-
nistries, and o cure
allments and other pro-

Bagnder Singh

blems by offering miracle
services th. often
e nder criticioen Froem
several quarters.

Booked in another case
On February 28, Singh was
booked by the Punjab Pol-

volunteer at the preacher’s
ministry, where she spent
around six years.

“Will confiscate
Lalu’s assets to
recover fodder
scam money’

PATNA

Bihar Deputy Chief Minis-
ter and BJP leader Samrat

ry on Friday said
the State government will
approach the court to get
back lts 2950 crore embez-
zled through the fodder
scam in which RJD chief
and former Chief Minister

so holds the finance port-

ment so that Bihar's mo-
-y could be brought back
to hs treasury.
peaking 1o the media,
he = i legal action will be
taken by confiscating the
properties of people in-
volved in the fodder sc:

ry in 1995-1996. The funds
were meant for the Animal
Husbandry department.

BJD clout

NEWS ANALYSIS

BHUBANESWAR

Citing a traffic advisory
ahead of a Congress prot-
est in front of the Odisha
Assembly on _Thursday,
senior Congress leader Jai-
ram Ramesh had claimed
that his party is now Od-
isha's main Opposition.

on wane, Cong. looks to capture ‘ceded’ space

dressed in black. Their ef-
forts were supplemented
by party leaders, includ-
ing newly appointed State

Congress chief Bhakta
Charan Das, outside with

The Budget Session saw
Congress MLAs highlight-
ing the issue of crimes
against

were

up a fight

6 student is reported
to be pregnant and
around 10 girls in

Odisha Congress president
Bhakta Charan Das. FLEPHOTO

Class 10 have conceived.

still grapples with signifi-
cant sarional weak:
nesses. After the
Pradesh congress Com-
fol-

lowing Last year's electoral
debacle, the president's
post remained vacant for
several months until Mr.

took over, The recon.
stiution of district and
Block tnits s stll pend-
ing, and the party’s finan-
cial resources are report-
edly insufficient to sustain
its public outreach efforts.

marginal
coastal and west-

prior ministerial

with St seats, finds itself in
unfamiliar territory. The
Congress trails at a distant
third with just 14 seats.
The BJD is not as for-
midable as it was while in
r. For more than two
re-
n
Patnaik and later, his
trusted aide V.K. Pandian.
Mr. Patnalk’s governance
style allowed Tiim to re-
ain behind closed doors
a5 the entire administra-

in Odisha
l;;x;lrm has weakened the

Karti meets PM, flags
safety concerns over
menace of stray dogs

NEW DELHI

Congress MP Kart P. Chi-
met Prime Mi-

reassert itself as a formida-
ble player alongside the
BJP and the BID. ~We will

Honed ‘through his resi-
dence, Naveen Niwas.
However, being in v.he

self. In e equir
BIP has 75 seats, backed  engagement with the pun
by three Independent  blic. The second-rung lea-
MLAs. The EBJP govern- dership cannot be expect-
ment, led by Chief Minis- ed to gain acceptance

ter Mohan Charan Majhi,
is

overnight. Mr. Patnaik's
absence from public plat-

the right messaging ¢
e stage for its Ay

nister Narendra Modi on
Friday to raise the issue of

endemic in India, which
accounts for 36%
world's rabies-related
deaths. Despite the intro-

R =

~

arts Cridambaram wih Prime
Mirvster Modk on Friday.

duction of the Animal

Birth Control Rules, 2023,
their implementation has

leader said in the post.




Restaurants can't
enforce service
charge: Delhi HC

Soibam Rocky Singh

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Friday ruled that service
charge or tips is a volun-
tary payment by the cus-
tomer, and it cannot be
made compulsory or man-
datory by hotels and
restaurants.

The court ruled that
“the mandatory collection
of service charge is con-
trary to law and violates
the guidelines”.

It also said that if con-
sumers wish to pay any vo-
luntary tip for services that
they had enjoyed, the
same would obviously not
be barred.

The court rejected the
plea by associations of ho-
tel and restaurant owners
such as National Restau-
rant Association of India
(NRAI) and Federation of
Hotel and Restaurant Asso-
ciations challenging the
Central Consumer Protec-
tion Authority’s (CCPA) Ju-
ly 2022 guidelines prohibit-
ing hotels and restaurants
from automatically levying
‘service charge’ over and
above the cost of the food
items.

The CCPA had been re-
ceiving several complaints
regarding restaurants and
hotels collecting ‘service

e, X
N =

m, 7

Mandatory collection of service

charge is contrary to law and
violates guidelines, rules HC

charge’ in the range of 5-
20% in lieu of ‘tip’ or ‘gra-
tuity’ from consumers on a
compulsory basis.

‘Follow guidelines’

On July 4, 2022, the CCPA,
under the Consumer Af-
fairs Ministry, issued gui-
delines stating that hotels
or restaurants cannot add
service charge automati-
cally or by default in the
food bill. “No collection of
service charge shall be
done by any other name,”
it said.

The court, on Friday,
ruled: “All restaurant esta-
blishments would have to
adhere to the guidelines
passed by the CCPA. If
there is any violation, ac-
tion is liable to be taken in
accordance with law”.



Key Highlights:

* The Delhi High Court ruled that service charges/tips are voluntary and
cannot be made mandatory by hotels or restaurants.

* Making service charge compulsory violates consumer protection laws
and guidelines.

@ Court Observations:

* Mandatory service charge is “contrary to law” and violates guidelines.
* Consumers can voluntarily pay for services they enjoyed.

* No consumer can be denied service for refusing to pay a service charge.



® Rejection of Plea:

* The HC rejected the plea by hotel/restaurant associations such as:
* NRAI (National Restaurant Association of India)
* Federation of Hotel and Restaurant Associations

* These associations challenged the July 2022 guidelines issued by the
Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA).



Tl ccPA Guidelines (July 2022):
* Hotels/restaurants cannot auto-add service charges to food bills.

* No service charge can be collected under any alternative name.

* The range of 5—20% service charge (in lieu of tip/gratuity) must not be
imposed compulsorily.



/\ Consequences of Violation:

e Strict action will be taken under consumer laws if establishments violate
these norms.

* Restaurants must follow CCPA guidelines strictly.



# Important Pointers:

Topic Detail

Case Delhi HC on mandatory service charges
Issue Restaurants forcing service charge
Verdict Violates law and consumer rights

Key Authority Central Consumer Protection Authority
Applicable Guidelines CCPA July 2022

Legal Principle Voluntary vs. Mandatory charges




! UPSC Relevance:
GS2 - Polity & Governance:

* Consumer Protection (Rights of consumers under the Consumer
Protection Act)

* Role of judiciary in upholding rights.
GS3 — Economy:

* Ethics in business practices

* Regulation of hospitality industry
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indian cowres | Even Indira couldmm’t change Pak’s gi)gﬁtfgcgﬁ;
‘blgoted mindset; says Jaishankar | . fand pensioners
Affairs i in Par ‘on minority rights in Bangladesh and Pakistan: he says India
has rznsed issue at inter ional l'onmxs and with government concerned: Islamabad brazenly harbours terrorists, he adds NEW DELHI govt, stafl and 66.55
lakh nsioners will

the High
Courts, Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal told the Lok
Sabha in a written reply on
Friday.

As per data shared by

the top court, 1,852 con-
tempt cases are ding
before the Supreme Court
as of March 20, the Minis-
ter sald_

Citing information avail-
able on the National Judi-
clal Data Grid (NJDG), the
Mlnnsler said that 1,43,573
conte:
pend.lng mxh The Hiigh

f March 2.
S he rosscos for ao ot
pliance with the orders in
contempt cases pen
before the Supreme Coure
and varlo Courts
allable with the

ven the former
Prime Minister Indi-
ra Gandhi could not
change Pakistan's “bigoted
mindset” in 1971, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar said on Friday, res-
ponding to questions in
Parliament about the con-
dition of minorities In Pa-
kistan and
Ar atahaniar said that
it _was not possible to

clghbouring country, but
that India had raised the 15-
natonal fo.

responses come days
before Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi Is due to tra-

id.
“As far as the Govern-
ment of India is con-

vel to Bangkok to attend
the

ternal Affairs (MEA) has
about

Thorny Issues:
Lok Sabha during the Budget Session of Parkament cn Friday. AN

thesidelines.

uring Question Hour
in the Lok Sabha on Friday.
Mr. Jaishankar received a

Iy Hindu community in
both and Pa-

xtenal Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar speass in the

indus, Christians,
Sikns ana Ahmadiyya sect
members.

“We are making our po-
sition very well-known, we
are taking it up at the inter-
natlonal level but we az 2

However, he res-
tricted most of his respons-
g2 1o Pakistan's ailure to
keep promises given in
number of India- Pahsla.n
agreements on equal a
fair treatment of uugms
there, enumer-

n
whether the leaders will
hold a bilateral meeting on

ating at least 10 cases of at-
tacks just in February 2025

ountry
!he lnlrk‘bet

not do .~ Mr. Jaishankar
told the House, referring to
the 1971 India-Pakist:

an war
and the u'exﬂnn ol Bangla-
desh. eing ta-

Despite
ken up in terantions o,

does not take action to pro-
tect its minorities and this

es, persecution of minori-
ties and the systematic ero-
sion of democratic values™
and state policies to “bra-
zenly harbour UN-sanc-
tioned tes

n

in
and 72 incidents thus far in
202s.
“I have taken it up with

er Touhid Hossain]; Fo-
reign Secretary [Vikram
Aisri] took it up when he

continues to be a
concern for the Govern-
han-

Nishikant Dubey, and Ar-
vind Sawant of the Shiv Se-

na (Ul
The Minister’s state-
ments a ume

comes.
when a report issued
the United States Commis-

ai minarities
there were persecuted by
violent attacks, Iynch-

ent
ing. and false’

allowance (DA) to Union

pensioners effective from
January

e Cantre sald 48.66
lakh employees and 66.5S

kb pensioners will get 2

Z’A increase over
ing rate of m% ufﬂ)e basm
pay or
It will cost 26,614.04
crore a year to the exche-

ques.
Trade unions have al-
leged that it was done with-
out holding any discussion
with the stakeholders. All
India Trade Union Con-
gress general secretary
rjeet Kaur said on Fri-
day that the Central Civil
Service-Pe: Rules
amendments  betrayed
lakhs of pensioners.
Kaur said the
Py e s Wy
be-

ston recommendations.
Unson Information
Broadcasting Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw told repor-
ters that that rease
in DA and DR is in accor-
dance with the accepted
formula, based on
the recommendations of
the seventh Central Pay
Commission.

e One Pension
is always the demand of
Armed Forces Personnel

AMinistry of External
Affairs had sharply refect-

the report as it also crit-
icised India for attacks on
religious minori

isting from
nefics ‘of the proposed

retired after implementa-
tion of the Pay Commis-

HC rejects pleas against
Kerala CM, daughter in
financial dealings case

xocH1

The Kerala High Court on

Chief Minister Pinarayi VI v

Jayan e all an-

cial transactions between

Exalogic Solutions Limit-
the now-de!

Iy motivated —
uashed

m.

The High Court had ear-
Her issued notices to Mr. Vi-
Jayan and his daughter on

Pinarayl Vijayan

2 petition filed by Mr. Kuz-

hich  chal-
longed the order of a spe.
cial court of the Vigilance
ti-Corruption Bu-

the financial dealings bet-
ween the two firms.

“No services provided"
in his petition before the

special court, Mr. Kuzhal-
Tiadan had scught a probe

into the payment of 2172
crore to E the

although it had not
provided any services to
CMRL.

He also contended
that the CMRL made the
payment to facilitate pro-
curement of mineral sand
the Thottappally
ay, the Ker-
and Metals

from

Ltd. However, the special
court had rejected the
plea.

Kathua operation continues, more
miilitants holed up in forest range

Peerzada
JAMMU

Security forces failed to es-
tablish contace with hole

ice officer and a militant at
the encounter site, which
<could raise the toeal

ties since Thursday to four
police personnel and three
militants.

n action: Security personnel during the antl-terrortst operation in

Kathua on Friday. e

a night-th

.
sgued that the special court
did not consider the bind-
ing deciston of the Interim

complainant could

Y
esumed operations, em-

re present in
the area Inially, and th

were killed and another

ploying heavy gunfire and ~ was “seriously injured”
controlled explosions 1o  during the exchange of fire
pinpoint the of on no
militants believed tobe  fresh exchanges were re-

in hiding Officials said that  ported on Friday. Official
the ‘wpeaon  contlmel] - soitces” susiect che pre-
Friday to lo-  sence of three more mili-

ing suspicions. based on
S e Eacions T dhhe coem
plaint, and not facts consti-

the alleged offences.

cate any remaining actve
milisants.

Security agencies sus-
pect that more than five

tants witl

range.
Helicopters and drones

were deployed to aid in the

the forest

tracking.

tion

from the J&K Police’s Spe-
cial rou;

Operations Gi 3
Army, the National Securi-
the Central

tion on Friday sighted one
more in a dense for-

cies suspect this body

Ma-
noj Sinha, while offering
his condolences for the

ngoing Kathua
counter, several lelrorlsxs
were neus The J
Police and security Ssrces
are activel , and
the opera(lon i in
progress~

The bodies of all three

Hospital on Friday. Ant-
militancy operations have
been Snestng in the area

est area where a
exchange of fire occurred
on Thursday. Security

sighting of a group of mili-
tanes by local residents.

Gehlot refers
mineral tax
Bill to Murmu
for assent

BENGALURU

Karmmkz Governor Thaa-
Gehlot has re-
ferred the Karnataka (in-

ne
3nd mineral rights, for the
assent of President of India
Droupadi Murmar

The Bill propases to levy
a tax of 20 to OO per
tonne for different miner-
als,

w is ex-

g
on mineral-bearing lands
would fetch another
2505.9 crore a year.

Citing us  provi-
sions ofthe Bill paued by
the State legislarure,
Governor said they Srouta
have an impact on the ear-
lier passed parliamentary
legislation,/Central Acts.

Army inducts
in-house
developed
First Person
View drones
e

The Indian Arm;

that was
. tested and vali-
dated in-house, in collabo-

ration with the Terminal

Centre signs 62, 700-crore
deals with HAL for 156 LCH

The Defence Ministry on
Friday signed two con-
tracts with Hindustan Ae-
Ltd (HAL) to buy
nous Light Com-
bat Helicopters (LCH) and
training and associated
equipment for a total of ov-
er 62,700 crore, exclud-
ing taxes.

The Army will get 90 of
the

vy and expensive military
platforms like tanks.
It was developed by Maj

e e meoant
For the Alz Force. The con.
tracts were signed soon af-
ter the deal got final sanc-
tion from the Cabinet
Committee on Security

(CCS;
supply of these

).
“The

helicopters shall com-
mence

capability  of
Armed Forces at high alti-
tudes,” a Defence Ministry
statement

This is l.ndla 's first indi-

An HAL Light Combat
Helicopter in flight

planned w achieve an ov.
content of

the execu-

tion of this procurement,
the Ministry said. ~This
will involve over 250 dom-
estic companies mostly
MSMEs and will generate
& indi-

The Ministry also signed
a contract with Metrea

D-MKIA, is
22t to be eonchuded fn the
next few montl

Army and 1AF have
already inducted 15 Limit-
ed Series Production mo-
dels of the LCH which were
approved at a cost of 24264
crore.

The 1AF inducted the
October 2022 into

143 Hellcopter Unk Dha-
" at Jodhpur Air Force

The Army raised its first
LCH Squadron on June 1,
2022 at Bengaluru and it
was later moved to Mis-
amari in

Justice Varma case: SC says CJI can
act upon results of in-house probe

Krishnadas 1
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-

by an in-hoy into
the alleged discovery of
halfburnt currency at the
High ‘s resi-

dence after a fire on March
14

The Centre, meanwhile,

notified the transfer of Jus-

from the Delhi

High Court to the Allaha-

bad High Court. The So;
preme Court Collegium

et e Sranster

on

Fnl"kwvlng the notifica-
tion, the Supreme Court
asked the Allahabad High
Court Chief justice Arun

Justice ¥ashwant Varma

e s Lanes asmaia
charge as a judge of
High Coure.

“Right now. the in-
house process 1s going on.
Once the committee sub-
mits its report, the Chief
Justice of india has all op-
tlons open before him. He

registra-
fion of an FIR of refer the

Bhuyan, vo-
cate-petitioner Mathews J.
Nedumpara.

Mr. Nedumpara has
asked why an FIR was not

The
Justice Ol

As
Bench udgment of 1951 th

or 'a Supreme
without prior
consultation with the Chief
Justice of India. Mr. Ne-

in-depth Inquiry into the
allegations against Justice

The in-house procedure
was approved by the Su-

tatement of Valum ijudl»
cial Life and the Bangalore
Principles of 2002
ihouse procedurs
was devised keeping
Tmind the sesitiviry of con

the judgment had l’mered
!he _Police by cre
of

*d

He further questioned
the jurisdiction of the
three-member_committee
comprising three High
Court judges constituted
by the Chief justice of India
on an

The ongoing enquiry is
diving three

nu‘wed e o the maom o
Marcl

Amx




Army inducts
in-house
developed
First Person
View drones

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Army has be-
gun inducting a First Per-
son View (FPV) drone with
anti-tank payload that was
developed, tested and vali-
dated in-house, in collabo-
ration with the Terminal
Ballistics Research Labora-
tory (TBRL), Chandigarh.

Five of the FPV drones,
each costing 1.4 lakh,
have been inducted and 95
are being procured, offi-
cials said. The FPV drones
came into prominence in
the war in Ukraine and
have changed the battle-
field dynamics by dispro-
portionally taking out hea-
vy and expensive military
platforms like tanks.

It was developed by Maj
Cephas Chetan with a team
of TBRL, led by Dr. Ragh-
vendra under an initiative
launched in August 2024.




* The Indian Army has achieved a milestone by developing and
successfully testing an indigenous First Person View (FPV)
drone equipped with an anti-tank kamikaze payload



About First Person View (FPV) Drones

* Definition: FPV drones are remotely piloted aircraft that transmit real-
time video feed from an onboard camera to the operator’s goggles or
screen, providing a first-person view of the drone’s perspective.

* Purpose: Offers precise navigation and control, especially for tactical or
combat missions, racing, surveillance, and reconnaissance.



Significance

* These drones offer a cost-effective means to neutralize high-value enemy
assets, such as tanks, thereby enhancing the Army’s combat
effectiveness.

* The prominence of FPV drones in recent conflicts, notably in Ukraine, has
demonstrated their capability to alter battlefield dynamics by effectively
neutralizing substantial and costly military assets.
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Farmers protest
outside houses
of AAP Ministers

cHANDIGARH
Farmers and farm workers in
Punjab on Monday staged
protests outside the houzes of
Gmi Party Ministers and
MLAS against the recent police
eviction

Govt. pushes to clear Waqf Bill;

Rijiju s

The Minority Affairs

the C i

will snatch’ their properties; he

NEW DELHL

mid
ote:

countrywide
h

Rijiju’s statement
came shead of the Union

ool
provisions have bee
since before
Wagl Act has been in existence
since before Independence. then

how can it be illegzal?

KIREN RYGU

Unioes Minastty AsSaies Minkzor

Some people are

gl rules.irs
in existence
ndependence.. If the

have been in ex-

* Sai i
hearing on the

s
plan to table the Bill in Par-
liamen: on Wednesday.
Sources in the government
said that it is hopeful that
the Bill will be passed. Go-

the Forest Righis Act, 324 tribal

g that his Ministry
defend the 2006 Law. » PAGE 6

reached out to allies to
drum up su

Some people are say-
ing that the Wagf Amend-
ment Bill is unconstitution-
al.  Wwaqf rules, its

istence since before Inde-
pendence..._ 1f the Waqf Act
has been in existence since
before Independence,
then how can it be illegal?~

The Minarity Affairs Mi-
nister said that the Opposi-

ment will ‘snatch’ their gra-

veyards and mosques.

“Identify lars"
“I would like to request
everyone to please identify
those leaders who are ly-
ing. These are the pe
who misguided the coun-
(r) during CM m, ha
that C- ought
e snatch the rights of
Muslims,” he said.

He that the Oppo-

silon’s  “propagand. is
Parmful for the country.
The Minister, while ex-
tending 1d wishes, added
that he is “prond” to say
that minorities are the “saf-
est” in India and enjoy the
“best™ rights of freedom.

“Several consultations’
Urging political pa pamu o
cipate debate
P ther Bill in Parliament,
Mr. Rigiju said that the legis-
lative process has under-
gone a record number of
consultations and delibera-
over the Waqf Bill. He
welcomed the Kerala Cath-
olic Bishops” Council ask-
ing MPs from the State to
the Bill.

“Itis the duty of thase in
and ad-

dre: ms and chal-
lenges faced by our peo-
ple”

lams Opp051uon parties

by telling them that the government
s the mxp.mnda is harmful for the country: Centre likely to table the Bill tomorrow

dreds of families in Mu-

ambam, Kerala, have suf-
fered and continue to seek
a solution to protect their

commanity - that is propa-

After clampdown
in India, return of
Bangladeshis up

NEW DELHI

The voluntary return of
undocumented  Bangla-
deshis is showing an in-
crease after the govern-

I)ecexnber 2024
began a craclaiow

Ing country. a source in the
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) sasd.

337  undocu-

ople and refrain from ‘ap- Against
peasement politics’ mented Bangladeshis who
“The Union were while

on july 28, 2024, had ta-
bled the Bill in Parliament
propaosing the inclusion of
non-Muskims and Muslim
the

leaving India lhrmlgh the
eastern border Janu-
ary to July 2024, those ap-
prehended in the subse

The Hindu shows.

In December 2024, the
MHA wrote to all States to
identify and deport undoc

3 miilitants cornered
in Kathua operation

e

Security forces on Monday
three mili-

rom an encounter
Suffian vil-
Kash-

They were wrapped in
Panjuirthi of jathana
onau

Officials said the hiding
militants opened fire on a
search party and an in-
tense encounter ensued.
Additional forces  have
been rushed to the area.
~The operation to neutrak
ise the militants is continu-
ing.’

l‘amlly for questioning re-

e encounter in
\l'hldl I\IO militants and
four  policemen _were
killed. One of the family
members was held last
year for his allege

o militanc

Id cheer

of Kathua's Rui village sald_

{prayer) on the cocazsion of Id-ul-Fitr ot the Eic
Monday a5 the day marks the end of Ramzan, a Month of fastng from dawn to dusk for MUSIIMS. AN FAR

in Bhopal of Mackya Pradesh on
IELATED REPORTS: PAGE 41

gants. The Delbd mhoe
for instance, commenced a

zwomonxh drive in Janu-
desh-

ary to iden
Is living_Hlegally i the
isha, ‘among other States.

2,355 held in 13 months

to enter the counn
1N paople tows od-er na-
nalities, inchudin,

e apprehended
along the Bangladesh bor-

all apprehensions at the

border. along with the en-

try and exit of undocu-

mented Indians too.

From Jamusary 1, 2024 to

March 21, 202S, 533 In-
ns were apprehended at

Dats seen by The Hirdu show
411 Bangladeshis exited in the
past three months. sLE PHOTO

stgnificant political chang-
es ln August 2024, follow-

guster of Prime Ml
nister Sheikh 1.

Identity checks
A senior Border Security
Force (BSF) official ex-
plained how they deter-
mined if an undocument-

. “We
have ways to check their
identiy " through = local
sourc,

as, usually, we

grants in coordination with
Border Guards Bangladesh
«

“Since the MHA's direc-

along the 4,096 km Inter-
nattonal Border with Ban-
gladesh has been on
heightened vigil since Au-
gust 2024, with instruc-
tons from MHA “to not al-
low anyone into
country without valid doc-
uments®.

Govt. rejects U.S. media report claiming
HAL supplied sensitive tech to Russia

Summer set to be warmer, but El Nino
unlikely during coming monsoon: IMD

stites eactinlony s - Mohapatra.
NEW DELHI M EA defends HAL W DELHI the
3 British serospace firm H. R, Smith Tacke . Dowever. tadia
The External Affairs n.nm; apost aad - pane The India Meteorological will be reeling under

Cricat comparents w5 HAL- wehich in tarr saeet therm b P

L¥ LA |

try on Monday said a

us. Department  (IMD) has
media report that claimed

“above normal~ tempera-
“ruled out” the possibility

tures during the summer
months.

state-run  defence major 2 a—— rrotgh AL but said, | ofai 5 Nino i the soning
B - “They show that, in some | southwest monsoon sea- From April to June, In-
Lid. (HAL) supplied items A _:'_. h'mnces. the an com- | somc this your. | on average reports four
sourced from a British T uipment El Nino, character- twave days,
com; to Russia was SeaCTEAS SOkt Mol vk Fom 1oR. Smith and withe | isea by a warming of the Gefined as temperanites
“ and —-— in days sent parts to Russia | central equatorial Pacific exceeding 45 degrees Celsi-
mislea = 1t 3i20 noted that India= retnet segat and regutatory framewars h the same identifying | Ocean, ia frequently asso- 116 or greater-rthan five de
The Ministry came to stegic trade contin = oversens commercisl product code: ciated with reduced mon-  Climate forecast: MMD Director-General M. Mohapatsa says there £nees riae from whar's nor-

it companias

HAL's defence after a re-
York 1

Snulh Group, sent critical
HAL,
which, In turn, sent thern
to the Russian arms agency
Rosoboronexport on
which Western countries
have imposed sanctions.
While Russia had at-
cm
x

to the re

tracted Western sanctio:

ln ‘he aftermath of the Ulk.
aine war, India‘s defence

trade with Moscrrer conth:

facts to sult a political nar-

rative. The Indian entity
mentioned in the report
has scrupulously followed
all its i obliga.

military

id report is fac-
tually incorrect and mis-
leading. It has tried to
frame issues and distort

tions on strategic trade
controls and end-user
commitments,” the Minis-
try said_

The NYT report said the
British company sold sen-

ments of restricted equip-
ment.
“Nineteen days later the

soon rainfall in India.
“Based on the climate
forecasts. including inter-
al

tions,” M. Mohapatra, Di-
rector-General. IMD, said
in a briefing on Monday.

In 2023, which was an El
Nino year, the monsoon
season saw a 6% deficit.

will mast likely be neutral E1 NIno conditions. THULAS! KAXKAT

Last witnessed an 8%
surplus as “neutral condi-
tons™ v .

An El Nino implies a

tral conditions have led to
rain in In-

for on
£all in April

mal in a re

“Parts of eaﬂem India
could potentially see 10
heatwave days this year,”
said Mr. Mol a.

tn March, several parts
of central and southern In-
dia reported “above-nor-
mal~

“Wait for April
“We will have to wait for
the April forecast to get a
sense of the monsoon rain-

this year” said Mr

one of the potental rea-
was changes in chi-

mate due to “global warm-

ing", sasd Mr. Mohapatra.
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Govt. pushes to clear Waqf Bill;

Rijju s

lams Opposition parties

The Minority Affairs Minster accuses the Opposition of misleading innocent Muslims by telling them that the government

will ‘snatch’ their properties; he says the ‘propaganda’ is harmful for the country; Centre likely to table the Bill tomorrow

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

mid countrywide

protests against the

Wagf (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024, Minority
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
on Monday slammed the
Opposition parties for al-
legedly misleading people
from the Muslim commun-
ity on the Bill.

Mr. Rijiju’s statement
came ahead of the Union
government’s  proposed
plan to table the Bill in Par-
liament on Wednesday.
Sources in the government
said that it is hopeful that
the Bill will be passed. Go-
vernment managers have
reached out to allies to
drum up support.

“Some people are say-
ing that the Waqf Amend-
ment Bill is unconstitution-
al. Waqgf rules, its

@

Some people are
saying that this
Wagf Amendment Bill is
unconstitutional. Waqf rules, its
provisions have been in existence
since before Independence... If the
Wagqf Act has been in existence
since before Independence, then
how can it be illegal?

KIREN RIJIJU

Union Minority Affairs Minister

provisions have been in ex-
istence since before Inde-
pendence... If the Wagf Act
has been in existence since
before Independence,
then how can it be illegal?”
he asked.

The Minority Affairs Mi-
nister said that the Opposi-
tion parties are misleading
‘innocent Muslims’ by tell-
ing them that the govern-
ment will ‘snatch’ their gra-

veyards and mosques.

‘Identify liars’
“I would like to request
everyone to please identify
those leaders who are ly-
ing. These are the people
who misguided the coun-
try during CAA. They had
said that CAA was brought
in to snatch the rights of
Muslims,” he said.

He added that the Oppo-

sition’s ‘propaganda’ is
harmful for the country.
The Minister, while ex-
tending Id wishes, added
that he is “proud” to say
that minorities are the “saf-
est” in India and enjoy the
“best” rights of freedom.

‘Several consultations’
Urging political parties to
participate in the debate
on the Bill in Parliament,
Mr. Rijiju said that the legis-
lative process has under-
gone a record number of
consultations and delibera-
tions over the Wagf Bill. He
welcomed the Kerala Cath-
olic Bishops’ Council ask-
ing MPs from the State to
back the Bill.

“It is the duty of those in
politics to care for and ad-
dress problems and chal-
lenges faced by our peo-
ple,” he said.

“For example, hun-

dreds of families in Mu-
nambam, Kerala, have suf-
fered and continue to seek
a solution to protect their
properties and homes.
This act is not against any
community - that is propa-
ganda being spread to poi-
son minds of some,” Mr Ri-
jiju said. He too asked MPs
from Kerala to support the
Bill in the interest of all pe-
ople and refrain from ‘ap-
peasement politics’.

The Union government,
on July 28, 2024, had ta-
bled the Bill in Parliament
proposing the inclusion of
non-Muslims and Muslim
women on the Wagqf
boards. The amendment
proposes to strip the
boards of powers to de-
clare a property as ‘waqf’.
In August, a 3l-member
Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee was set up to review
the Bill.




* The Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2024 is being pushed by the Central
Government amid nationwide protests, especially from the Muslim
community.

* Union Minister Kiren Rijiju defended the Bill and accused the
Opposition of misleading Muslims by falsely claiming the Bill will
“snatch” their properties.

* Rijiju emphasized that Wagf laws have existed since before
Independence, calling claims of unconstitutionality baseless
propaganda.



 Amends the Waqf Act to allow:
* Inclusion of non-Muslims and Muslim women on Waqf Boards.

 Empower the government to declassify or strip properties designated as
“Wagqgf”.

* Aims to address disputes and misuse of Waqf land and properties.



Background & Context:

* The Waqf Act has governed properties like graveyards and mosques
since pre-Independence.

* In July 2024, the Bill was tabled proposing reforms.

* A 31-member Joint Parliamentary Committee was set up in August
2024 to review it.



WHAT IS WAQF?

Waqf refers to properties dedicated exclusively for
religious or charitable purposes under Islamic law.
Once designated as Waqf, ownership is transferred
from the person making the Waqgf (waqif) to Allah,
making it irrevocable.

These properties are managed by a mutawwali

Waqgf boards control 8.7 lakh properties spanning
9.4 lakh acres across India, with estimated value of
Rs 1.2 lakh crore



A Waqf is a personal property given by Muslims for a specific purpose — religious,
charitable, or for private purpure

*Historical Background: The concept of Waqgf (endowment) was introduced in
India with the advent of Muslim rule.

*During the Mughal and Sultanate periods, Waqgf management
was centralised and theocratic in nature.



The earliest recorded Wagf in
India dates back to the Delhi
Sultanate, when Sultan
Muizuddin Sam Ghaor dedicated
two villages to the Jama Masjid
of Multan and entrusted its
administration to Shaikhul Islam.

Wagf was also closely linked to
conversion and cultural
appropriation in pre-British
India.

/




the EXIStING
Waqf Board Act

EXPLAINED IN 12 POINTS

wagqf: Permanent dedication

of property for purposes
recognized by Muslim law as
pious, religious, or charitable.

Regulation of Auqaf:
Regulates 'Auqaf' (assets
dedicated as Wagf) by a 'wakif".

Wagqf Boards: State/UT Wagqf
Boards manage and supervise

Wagf properties.

Powers and Duties:

Wagqf Boards can manage
properties, address unauthorized
occupation, and handle illegal
transfers.

Property Claims: Waqf

Boards can decide if a
property is Wagf without
mandatory verification.

Administrative Structure:

Includes appointment of CEOs
and officials to manage Wagf
properties.

Amendments History:
Originally enacted in 1954;
amended in 1964, 1969, 1984, and

2013 to improve regulation and

prevent illegal property transfers.

Role of District Collectors:

Assist in removing
encroachments and illegal
occupation of Waqf properties.

Financial Management:

Requires Waqf Boards to
maintain accounts and submit
annual reports to the state
government.

10 Transparency and
Accountability:

Mandates inspections,

audits, and public disclosure
of Wagf property management
information.

1 Dispute Resolution:
Provides mechanisms
through Wagf Tribunals.

1 Community
Representation: Ensures

representation from various
Muslim community sections in
Wagqf property management.
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Congress seeks law
for reservation in
private institutions

NEW DELSI

The Centre should bring in
legisl. to ensure reser-
vation for Scheduled Caste
¢SC), Scheduled Tribe (T),

ate, non-minority educa-
tional institutions, the Con-
gress said on Mo 3
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh, in a statement,
cited a recent parliamen-
tary panel report to make a
pitch for implementing Ar-
ticle IS(S) of the Constitu-
don in ivate institutions.
Mllcle I5(5) allows the
State to make spec!

Jairam Ramesh

came into effect from Janu-
ary 20, 2006, mtroducing
Article 15(5) in the Consti-
tution.
~Nothing in this article
or sub-clause (g} of cl
@ of Article 19 shall pre-

uc: 3
“In its 364th Report on
the Demand for Grants for

as such special provisions
relate to their admission to

educational institutions,

State, other than the mi-
nority educational institu-
ions referred to in cl

@) of Article 30" the Arti-

reads.
The Congress had pi
mised for SCs.,

‘The (.onsmuuon o3rd
Amendmen 2005

Sabha manifesto, Mr. Ra-
mesh said.

P.A. Sangma had advocated
division of northeast: Biren

Former M

GuWAHATI
Chief

Minister Conrad

"% con-

d the a de-

separatism in Manipur.

On Monday. former Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N Bi-
res former Lok

‘danger.
ing the northeast
smaller States on ethnic

Sharing a video of the
senfor Sangma's 2014
speech in Parliament, fa-
vouring Kukiland and oth-
er smaller States in the re-
glon, Mr. Singh sald similar
attempts were being made
today to interfere in Mani-
pur’s internal affairs to des-
tabilise the State.

since May 2023. More t

CM shares video of former LS S

4~

humeless in the conflict.

“Manipur's situation is
unique. ks Siote s hememe

ties, whose protection ne-
cessitated the

implementation of the In-
Permit (ILP). The

present crisis Is not politi-

<cal at its core. It stems from

2 complex mix of challeng.

the drug menace, illegal

r's decade-old speech to ‘push a narrative
against separatism in the State’; Meghalaya CM calls act of using his father’s name unfortunate

ee

home to 32
indigenous tribes whose
identities, cultures, and
way of life deserve
protection. Refrain from
interfering in matters
that threaten this
delicate balance
-

way y of lfé deserve protec-
. Refrain from encou-

Foemer

shot at the Meghalay

who felt threatened and in-
ecure by such kind of
progress.

s Mr. Conrad Sang-
rma knvow that Manipur haa
Slrendy inkisad ol

‘That lhe l-m

of forests, and the 2

matic pursuit of power by

select groups,” Mr. Singh

wrote on X.

ars of effors to
indigenous

achievement,” he further
wrote before taking a pot-

me (FMR)
i now strictly regulated?
Has he noticed the alarm-

ing rise in unrecognised
villages within Manipur’s
borders?” Mr. wrote.

It was not clear why he
targeted the Meghalaya
Chief Minister.

“Today, varlous groups
across the Northeast are
beginning to reco@nl

lousness of FI

ise the
ser np,

that threaten this delicate
balance. The people of Ma.
ndured

nipur  have
enough. Let us live in
peace,” he stated.

The Meghalaya Chief Mi-

Those who have faith
in Aurangzeb can

visit tomb:

RSS leader

NEW DELHI
sen i Those who have faith in
ik Ruak:ex) ayam-  hi there [to his
Sangh (65 Radet o) 1 dont know who
Suresh Bh. aji Joshi
on Monday that a contro-  has faith in him or not. In
versy been “r: our radition, we don't
necessarily~ over Mughal worry much about the
“’ o s fter death
A oI

vs> genam! secretary Dat-

who
Gucstioned If lonlsing so.
meone who was “against
the ethos of India” was

died here

1 don't know who has faith

S as about the person after
name of (L) Shri P. A. Sang- | death,” Mr. said.
ji has always Mr. Joshi was respond-
the | ingtoa made by
North East, was a strong | Maharashtra Navni
advocate for different is- | Sena chief Raj Thackeray.
. on Sunday,

sues and rights of the peo-
ple of the North East. At
this time, eve s ef-
forts shouid be towards the
restoration of peace and
harmony in Manipur and
not indulge in political pos-
turing. We all have to work

pe:
for the betterment of the
people of Manipur. This is
what (1) P A Saowma:
wanted~.

RSS beader

Joshi, a member of the RSS
executive committee, said
India had iconised Shivaji

generosity and inclusive-
ness,” he said.
Mr. Joshi’s views were
cked by the RSS.

vant~ in the present times.

Different opinion
Mr. h

people for attempting to
incite communal tensions
in Maharashtra over Au-
rangazeb’s tomb. He cau-
tioned people against view-
gh the

reli.

In another interaction
th  pi TS0 Mr.

had a different opinion. He

ny times in
The senior RSS leader
had said that if the fight

try before the British was
also a move-
ment”.

Two-day Congress session in
Gujarat will seek to highlight
party’s rich legacy’ in State

the Congress
Working Committee (CWC)
m at Sardar Val
labhbhal National Memo-
rial i Ahmedabad to gath-
ering  at  Sabarmati
Ashram, the two-day long

CWC, which will adopt a
resolution of the AICC ses-
sion, will meet at the Sar-
dar _ patel
April 8.
“Thenphi hia venus o i
could be inter-
preted a5 the Congress's at-
tempt to reclaim Sardars

Grand plans: Top Congress leaders will mest 3t the Sabarmati
Ashram on the evening of Apeil 5. GETTY IMAGES

2019 we had held a CWC
meeting before

Sabha polls. The memorial
is managed by a trust that

©On the evening of April
8. top Congress leaders

would meet at the Sabar-
Ashram. The day-long
AICC session would be
held at the Sabarmati river
front on April 9
Abéad of 2027 Amerchily
elections In Gujarat. the
Alcc sess)on i
S attempt to re-
Thve Ieaclf In 2 Stae where
it has been out of power
since 1995.

Rahul urges Modi
to cancel tenders
for offshore mining

NEW DELHI

The Leader of On

r
Modi seeking cancellation
of tenders permitting off-
shore mining along the
coast of Kerala, Gujarat,
and Andaman and Nicobar
islands.

the threat 10

Iy condermn the Central go-
decision to

-

the coast of Kerala.
Gujarar. an.

iabar-he sald in his Jee

ter to the Prime Minister.

NEP promotes Indianisation
of education system, Sonia
should support it: Fadnavis

MUMEBAT

Endorsing  the ~um.una!
Education  Policy

re “The 3Cs” that
haunt Indian

¥

their livelihood and way of
life, he said.
“Offshore mining will

ent
sess the environmental, =
well

2020,
Atinister Devendra Fadna-
tha

tion system and Congress
Parliamentary Party (CPP)
chairperson Sonia Gandhi
should support it.

system. If the education
policy  that

blem with that. Any patriot
will_support the NEP. [
think Sonia Gandhi i
should know about this
more and must fully sup-
port the Indianisation of
the education system.’
“Thomas Bablnglon Ma-
caulay was a British histor-
ian and politician who in-
troduced  the ern

day™,
Hindu

published in The
on March 31

dias children and youth.
The Union Government's
track record over the last
decade has convincingly
demnm!rated that in edu-

is concerned only
With the successful imple.
mentation of three core
agenda items — the central-
isation of power

with the
Government; the
commercialisation  and

Brought o enslave
country is being replaced
ink no

as
Pact of ofshore mining.

one should have any pro-

of
in education to the private
sector, and the commaunal-
isation of textbooks, curri-
culum, and instiutions ™

CBCI seeks
unbiased
approach to
Wagf Bill

NEW DELSI

The Catholic Bishops® Con-

lated into a complex legal
dispute,” it said.

cm
*

Ministers issuing threats to
Kunal Kamra over remarks
on Eknath Shinde, says Raut

MUMBAL

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader

= Mahai
net Ministers of issuing vio-
lent threats to stand-up

Kamra ov-
er his controversial re-
marks about Deputy Chief
AMinister Eknath Shinde.

Mr. Raut alleged that
“Ministers in the State Ca-
binet are openly chreaten-

ing that he be “shot and

Mr. Kamra so far. The se-
cond notice, sent on March

on March 31 in connection

Sanjay Raut

with his recent “traitor~
e 2e ki Shinde Mowev:
es. he failed to

Fresh FIRs
Mr. Kamra also faces three
fresh FIRs — one filed by
Jalgaon's mayor and two by
a Nashik-based hotelier
and businessman — ower
his alleged remarks against
the Deputy Chief Minister.
w©

governme:
cmngnmrf..umgwmmn

Modi likely to inaugurate Vande
Bharat train to Srinagar on April 19

NEW DELHI

Minister Narendra

takes at least 6 to 7 hours.”
raflway officials said.

Currently, rallway ser-
wvices are operational bet-
ween  Barammulla Srina-
gar to Sangz the
Kashmi

from its Mzms:em “If pu-
openly

BJP MP Kangana Ranaut,
who was provided security
during her feud with the

nited a political storm in

Maharashtra.

Ween he whole stretch,”
officials said.

e inauguration, likely
on April 19, will complete
the 272-lan Udbampr.Sri-

Baramulila Rail Link

nagar-|
(USBRL) project

The Vande Bharat Express train, which will nan an

The Kashmir version of
vande Bharat is equipped
wizh climat especlﬁc adap-
tations 1o
vanoed heating. sysmms in
sub-zero temperatures;

cout glass
embedded with heating

[
the Katra-Srinagar route, during a trisk run. SLE PHOTO

was commissioned in bits
and parts and faced muld-

i o ensure clast vidbiE

ty during harsh winters.
While the ambitious

project to connect

by train began in 1997, it

tion between Banihal and
aldan was started,

now the connectivity bet-
ween Sangalda
be!

nab Bridge standing 359
meters above mean sea le-
vel. Developed at an esti-

ballast Jess tracks over

dges, and 36

section the train will also
traverse another er-
ing marvel, the Anji Khad
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Modi likely to inaugurate Vande
Bharat train to Srinagar on April 19

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will flag off the first
Vande Bharat train to Kash-
mir in April, railway sourc-
es told The Hindu on
Monday.

The Vande Bharat train
journey from Katra to Sri-
nagar will reduce the travel
time to a mere three hours.
“Currently the road route
takes at least 6 to 7 hours,”
railway officials said.

Currently, railway ser-
vices are operational bet-
ween Barammulla-Srina-
gar to Sangaldan in the
Kashmir valley. “Now that
Sangaldan has been con-
nected to Katra in Jammu
via rail, trains can run bet-
ween the whole stretch,”
officials said.

The inauguration, likely
on April 19, will complete
the 272-km Udhampur-Sri-
nagar-Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL) project.

Official launch: The Vande Bharat Express train, which will run on

W e

the Katra-Srinagar route, during a trial run. FILE PHOTO

The Kashmir version of
Vande Bharat is equipped
with climate-specific adap-
tations to provide ad-
vanced heating systems in
sub-zero temperatures; the
driver’s front look-out glass
is embedded with heating
elements for defrosting
and to ensure clear visibili-
ty during harsh winters.

While the ambitious
project to connect Kashmir
by train began in 1997, it

was commissioned in bits
and parts and faced multi-
ple delays due to geograph-
ical challenges posed by
the terrain of Himalayas.
In 2009, the Qazigund-
Baramulla section in Kash-
mir was rendered opera-
tional, following which in
2013, the 18-km Banihal-
Qazigund section, and in
2014, the 24-km Udham-
pur-Katra section was
started. In 2023, the sec-

tion between Banihal and
Sangaldan was started, and
now the connectivity bet-
ween Sangaldan to Katra,
which is believed to be the
most difficult of all sec-
tions, has been completed.

The Vande Bharat train
will snake through the Che-
nab Bridge standing 359
meters above mean sea le-
vel. Developed at an esti-
mated cost of 337,000
crore, the Udhampur-Sri-
nagar-Baramulla Rail Link
project involved laying out
ballast less tracks over
bridges and tunnels, span-
ning deep gorges, with
90% of the route traversed
over 943 bridges, and 36
main tunnels, including In-
dia’s longest railway tun-
nel, T-50 stretching more
than 12.7 kms.

On the Katra-Banihal
section the train will also
traverse another engineer-
ing marvel, the Anji Khad
bridge which is India’s first
cable stayed bridge.



é Project Overview:

* Train: Vande Bharat Express

* Route: Katra (Jammu) to Srinagar (Kashmir)

* Travel Time: Will reduce from 6—7 hours (by road) to just 3 hours

* Distance: 272 km
* Project Name: Udhampur—Srinagar—Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL)



* Sections Now Connected:
* Baramulla = Srinagar - Sangaldan - Katra

* Completed Challenges:
* Sangaldan to Katra: The most difficult section is now operational.

* Chenab Bridge:

* Height: 359 meters above sea level (taller than Eiffel Tower)
e Cost: Part of X37,000 crore USBRL project

* Tunnels and Bridges:
* 90% of the route through 943 bridges and 36 tunnels
* Longest tunnel: T-50 (12.7 km)
* Anji Khad Bridge: India’s first cable-stayed railway bridge



* Climate-Adapted for sub-zero temperatures
* Heated driver’s windshield for clear visibility during snow
* Advanced heating systems and frost protection



T Construction Timeline:

Year
1997
2009
2013
2014
2023

2025

Milestone

Project conceived

Qazigund-Baramulla section commissioned
Banihal-Qazigund (18 km) opened
Udhampur-Katra (24 km) section operational
Sangaldan-Banihal completed

Katra-Srinagar Vande Bharat inauguration likely

» Significance:

e Provides all-weather rail connectivity to Kashmir.

e Reduces travel time, boosts tourism, and strengthens national integration.

e One of the most technologically challenging railway projects in India’s history.



India-US.
tri-service
exercise from
April1to 13

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The fourth iteration of the
India-U.S. tri-service Hu-
manitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief (HADR) Ex-
ercise, named Tiger Tri-
umph, is scheduled to take
place from April 1 to 13.

In a statement released
on Monday, the Navy out-
lined the objectives: “The
exercise aims to enhance
interoperability for con-
ducting HADR operations
and to formulate Standard
Operating Procedures
(SOPs) for establishing a
Combined Coordination
Centre (CCC). This centre
would facilitate rapid and
seamless coordination bet-
ween Indian and U.S. Joint
Task Forces (JTF) during
exercises, crises, and
contingencies.”

The Harbour Phase is
scheduled at Visakhapat-
nam from April 1to 7.
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Cost of living
woes fuel fake
drug demand
in Nigeria

Gacting worse: Sig phamaceusical firms have exked the
country because of its difficult business environment. &=

LAGOS

Alongrmnmgsxruggemmgemagamﬁke
maih:lnas has become even
economic hardship is dmnng up
Gemand, experts say.
The scale of the problem was highlight:
March when authorities set ablaze $645 million
worth of countesfeit medicines i six

open-air street markets and in thousands of
unlicenced pharmacies.
For Rigerts and other couiitiies whts Tampent

sales.
pose ih;'\iﬁcnn! Thealth risks, the W wald Health
izatson has wamned.

Mgmn bastered economy is not helping the
fight against such medicines. pro:

desperate people to turn to them, said Tanimola
Alande, a professor of public heakth.

“Many Nigertans now find it difficult to buy
drugs for their ailments,” Mr. Akande, from the
Unversity of Horin, told AFP.

Economic reforms brought in by President

rate of the nalra, in reforms almed
the economy and attracting investors.
But with Inflation at a three-decade high, the
value of the naira has plummeted as the cost of
£00ds has soared, leading to one of Nigeria's
Wworst economic crises in

“Public health challenge”
Estimates are patchy as to the proportion of
counterfeit medicines in Nigeria-

Some 25 years ago, around 70% of medicines
sold in the country were believed to be fake.
Today, the amourt s thought to be less than that,
bux no firm figures.

Prevalence has reduced, but is stll high
enough 0 be considered a serious public health
challenge,” Mr. Akande said.

The fact that the NAFDAC raids filled 150
truckloads with “unregistered, banned

~ and opioids
the whole problem.

Sayo Akintola, a2 NAFDAC spokesman, said that
officials did not anticipate such large amounts of
{ake medn:lm belng sedzed.
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and
void in the market.
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Shrinking U.S. risk premium to divert cash to EU

Reuters

o
that of Germany is set for
its biggest quarterly drop
in years, with tectonic fis-

pected to shrink this gap
further. luring more
into ope.
spmd between
U.s. and German 10-year
he dif-
h

costs each 1o

New regimes Policy shifts on both sides of the Atantic are expected

and ook

borrow over the long term.

It has fallen by 62 basis
points (bps) since the start
of the year to 158 bps, and
is set for its biggest quarter-
ly fall since the global f-

nancial crisis in 2008, ex-
chading moves duting the
pande

55 reflects the di-
vergence in interest rates

and is crucial for both in-
vestment flows and the eu-

which in turn affects trade

balances, inflation levels,
and corporate profits.
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Mr. Garvey said that a
recession is not ING’s base-
case for the U_S. economy-
He sees Bund vields at
3.00-3.50% and said US.
10-year yields are close to
neutral at 4.3%._
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turns for their cash
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months to March, its best

out such a scenario in a re-
cent interview.
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global
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nufactures Christmas dec-
orations in southern China
for US. retallers, including
Walmart and Costco, fac-
ing crippling U.S. tariffs.
“The orders are half of

Trump's
term in 2018 This tme 18
different because low-end
now in survival mode. nufacturers are already

“There's Struggling with razor thin
margins, so they cannot
cut prices to help their U.S.
customers, and local Chi-

declining to elaborate on
cuts he had agreed to.

We're losing money- oo

February 4, US. Pre- o give new subsidies.

Mard times: Low-end

Trump’s trade war feels

since the first U.S.-China
(rade war or 2008, while

mater
Climbed ror Somia’ secioes

Trump’s latest tariffs the f-
nal straw for many low-end
acturers.

Liz ncznm ﬂ-e Brook

snaem Donald Trump ap- wag-
plied a new 10% tariff to eshzvegwwnbyzsx
cne

and
has intensified, making Mr.

oo box company

Guced

nd

she can no longer afford to
m: cture there.

“My whole business has

much worse this time

been based on a long-term
rate of 7.5%. It's been a real
shock,” she said, referring
o twi
kg id el
goods in addition to a glo-
bal 25% alumi L .
“we was com-

company
additional 45% in tariffs =

Pressing for cuts
U.S. customers are press-
ing fo for 10% price cus. On-

Chitayat, the Asia boss of
nimex G

seems to be the ceiling for
most people.”

On the Chinese side,
suppliers who got burnt in
2018 when some U.S. cus-
tomers refused to pay for

yieldn\g average discounts
of 3%7% from suppliers,
they said_

“You have companies in
the U.S. who have hun-
dreds of factories that
work for them

goods
subjected to higher tariffs
are now asking for pay-

ments upfront rather than
Teking 3000 Axm after

terms were 100% upfront
with purchase order be-

from all suppliers on all
- said

Cause we
)

tariff nightmare,” said Do-
minic Desmarais, chief so-
lutions officer at Liya Solu-
tions, which connects
small and medium-sized
companies with suppliers
in China.

Academic research fol-
lowing 2018 showed that
each 1% tariff rise impacted
Chinese supplier margins
by 0.35%. That trade war

o resulted in the loss of
arcund 3.5 million Chinese
manufacturing jobs, ac-
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Why efhicient air conditioners
must be a national priority in India

Even with many new thermal and hydro plants under construction, India faces a projected shortfall in firm capacity as early as 2026—just one

summer away; the most immediate and cost-effective solution lies in improving the energy efficiency of air conditioners in the market

NEWS ANALYSIS

Nikit Abhyankar
Jose Dominguez

s India braces for
another intense
summer, the coun-

try’s power grid is once
again under strain. With
temperatures soaring past
45°C in many regions, mil-
lions of households and
businesses are switching
on their air conditioners
(ACs) for relief. But while
ACs provide essential com-
fort and protection, they
are fast becoming the sin-
gle largest driver of peak
electricity demand—espe-
cially during the evening
and night time hours when
solar generation fades but
the heat lingers.

India is currently adding
10 to 15 million ACs each
year, with another 150 mil-
lion expected over the next
decade. Our recent study
shows that without urgent
policy action, ACs alone
could contribute as much
as 120 gigawatts (GW) to
peak electricity demand
by 2030 and 180 GW by
2035. That would repre-
sent nearly one-third of In-
dia’s projected evening
peak—placing enormous
stress on the grid, requir-
ing expensive new invest-
ments in power generation
and storage, and signifi-
cantly increasing the risk
of blackouts.

This crisis is not hypoth-
etical-it’s already under-

way. In May 2024, India’s
national evening peak hit
an all-time high of 240 GW,
driven largely by cooling
loads. While the country
has made remarkable pro-
gress in building renewa-
ble capacity, solar power
tapers off just when cool-
ing demand surges. Even
with many new thermal
and hydro plants under
construction, India faces a
projected shortfall in firm
capacity as early as 2026—
just one summer away. The
most immediate and cost-
effective solution lies in im-
proving the energy effi-
ciency of air conditioners.
At the heart of this chal-
lenge lies India’s outdated
minimum energy perfor-
mance standards (MEPS)
for room air conditioners.
ACs sold in India are re-

e

China’s current
minimum requirement
is comparable to India’s
five-star rating, meaning
most ACs sold in India
today wouldn’t even
qualify for sale in the
Chinese market

quired to carry energy la-
bels from one to five stars,
with the one-star level
serving as the minimum
standard. However, for in-
verter  (variable-speed)
ACs—which now dominate
the market—India’s one-
star rating is nearly 50%
less efficient than the mini-
mum standard in countries
like China and Japan. In
fact, China’s current mini-

mum requirement is com-
parable to India’s five-star
rating, meaning most ACs
sold in India today
wouldn’t even qualify for
sale in the Chinese market.

Yet the gap is not diffi-
cult to close. Our research
proposes a roadmap for
progressively raising In-
dia’s MEPS over the next
decade. Starting in 2027,
the minimum standard
could be set to the current
five-star level (ISEER 5.0,
or Indian Seasonal Energy
Efficiency Ratio), then gra-
dually increased to ISEER
6.3 by 2030—matching the
most efficient AC models
already available in India—
and finally to ISEER 7.4 by
2033, aligned with global
best-in-class performance.
Each of these steps is
grounded in technologies

already being sold by lead-
ing brands.

This trajectory would
give manufacturers the
long-term clarity needed to
invest in advanced compo-
nents, such as high-effi-
ciency compressors, heat
exchangers, and smart
control systems. Without a
predictable policy signal,
manufacturers are hesitant
to retool their supply
chains and scale up pro-
duction of energy-efficient
models. But with a phased,
transparent MEPS time-
line, they can plan and in-
vest with confidence.

Cost-effective strategy
Tightening AC efficiency
standards is one of the fas-
test, most cost-effective
ways to reduce future elec-
tricity demand and streng-
then India’s power system.
According to our study, a
strengthened MEPS could
reduce peak demand by 10
GW by 2028, 23 GW by
2030, and 60 GW by 2035—
the equivalent of 120 large
power plants. These reduc-
tions would help India
avoid up to ¥7.5 trillion
(about $85 billion) in new
power generation and grid
infrastructure costs.
Consumers also stand to
benefit directly. Although
energy-efficient ACs may
carry slightly higher up-
front prices, they pay for
themselves in two to three
years through lower elec-
tricity bills. Over time, the
net savings are substan-
tial-ranging from 66,000

crore to ¥2.25 lakh crore
($8-26 billion) by 2035.
That’s real money going
back into the pockets of In-
dian households.

Contrary to popular be-
lief, upgrading efficiency
standards doesn’t always
mean higher prices. In
both Indian and global
markets, past MEPS revi-
sions have not led to price
spikes. In fact, inflation-ad-
justed AC prices have conti-
nued to decline over time,
driven by economies of
scale, improved supply
chains, and greater compe-
tition. Our study confirms
that energy efficiency is
not the primary driver of
AC prices in India. Many ef-
ficient, no-frills models are
now available at prices that
are comparable to less effi-
cient models.

Tightening MEPS is the
most powerful way to
transform the market
quickly—shifting the entire
baseline upward, lowering
electricity demand, and
ensuring that every new AC
sold in India contributes to
a more reliable and affor-
dable grid. Raising AC stan-
dards is not just an energy
efficiency measure—it’s a
power system reliability sa-
feguard, a consumer sav-
ings strategy, and an indus-
trial competitiveness lever
all rolled into one.

(Nikit Abhyankar is a fa-
culty member and Jose
Domguez is a researcher at
the India Energy and Cli-
mate Center, University of
California, Berkeley)



@ Context:

* As India faces extreme summer heat (up to 45°C), demand for air
conditioners (ACs) is surging rapidly.

* This peak demand is putting severe stress on the national power grid,
especially during evening and night hours when solar generation drops.



Indicator

ACs in use (2024)

Expected by 2035

May 2024 Peak Power Demand
Shortfall in Firm Capacity (By)
Potential Savings (via efficient ACs)

Efficiency boost impact (2030)

Value

15 million

120 million

240 GW (all-time high)

2026

26.3 lakh crore (~$85 billion)

Save 120 GW, reduce CO,




Challenges:
* Most ACs in India are 3-star rated or lower.

* India’s minimum energy efficiency standard (MEPS) is equivalent to
China’s lowest efficiency level.

* Lack of clear policy signal discourages manufacturers from investing in
energy-efficient technology.



Solutions Proposed:

* Raise MEPS (Minimum Energy Performance Standards) steadily through
2027-2033.

* Improve ISEER (Indian Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio) target to 6.3 by
2030, from the current average of 3.5-4.

* Incentivize manufacturers to upgrade components like compressors,
heat exchangers, and smart controls.

* Provide predictable timelines for manufacturing investment and
consumer clarity.



Benefits of Efficient ACs:

* Cut peak demand by:
¢ 20 GW (by 2030)
¢ 60 GW (by 2035)

* Equal to eliminating need for 12-20 large power plants.

* Save X6.3 lakh crore in reduced power generation and infrastructure.
* Bring down AC electricity costs for households.

* Avoid a looming power crisis from mismatch of demand and supply.



© Global Comparison:
* China mandates five-star efficiency for all ACs.
* India is lagging and has potential to leapfrog with smart MEPS reforms.



Fig 1.3: Estimated Reserves of Crude Oil in India as on 01.04.2024
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Fig 1.4 : Estimated Reserves of Natural Gas in India as on 01.04.2024
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Distribution of critical mineral resources in the deep sea

Note: The white area around Antarctica is not an exclusive aconamic 2002 but rather governed by an intemational commssion

Souvce: Miller et al 2018; Hein et al, 2003
© WORLD RESOURCES INSTITUTE



SDG Progress & Challenges



* India has shown significant improvement in its Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) index 2024 ranking which has improved to 109th out of 166
countries.

* States have also demonstrated better performance, with an average
increase of five units in the composite index over the past three years.



How Has India Performed on SDGs So Far?

 Overall Progress: India’s SDG index score improved from 57
(2018) to 71 (2023-24).

- States Performance: Kerala & Uttarakhand lead with 8 goals
each scoring above 80 (above 80 score is an indicator
of achievement).

« However, over 9 states recorded a decline in No Poverty (Goal 1), Gender
Equality (Goal 5), Reduced Inequality (Goal 10), and Strong Institutions
(Goal 16).



 Target Specific Progress: SDG-3: Maternal Mortality
Ratio reduced from 130 (2014-16) to 97 (2018-20) per 1,00,000
live births.

« SDG-4: The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education rose
from 23.7% to 28.4% between 2014-15 and 2021-22.

* SDG-6: Over 95% of people in rural areas and 97.2% in cities are
having access to improved sources of drinking (potable) water
during 2020-2021.



« SDG-7: India’s renewable energy capacity increased from 180.80 GW in
December 2023 t0 209.44 GW in December 2024.

« Budgetary Allocations: Some states (like Haryana, Odisha,
Meghalaya) now publish SDG-specific budgets.

* Developing nations need USD 4 trillion annually to meet SDGs.



What are Sustainable Development Goals?

» About: SDGs are 17 interconnected goals addressing global
challenges like poverty, inequality, climate change, and
environmental degradation.

* |t was adopted in 2015 by 193 UN Member States as part of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development

« Aim: It aims to achieve peace, prosperity, and
sustainability by 2030 through global partnership.



Historical Background

Adoption of Introduction of Decision to create  Adoption of 17 SDGs
Agenda 21 at Earth Millennium SDGs at Rio+20 at UN Summmit
Sumimit Development

Goals
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World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)



* The Uttarakhand Forest Department has partnered with WWF to install
trap cameras in forest interiors to provide real-time wildlife alerts on
forest roads. Forest department is installing trap cameras in interior
forest roads to alert drivers about wild animal movement in real time.



e What is WWEF?

* An international NGO working for environmental conservation and reducing
human impact on nature.

e Established: 1961

 Founders: Sir Peter Scott, Max Nicholson, and others




* Origin: Initiated to support IUCN and global conservation efforts via
fundraising and activism.

 Headquarters: Gland, Switzerland

* Objective of WWEF:

* To halt environmental degradation and promote a sustainable future where
humans live in harmony with nature.




Sarhul Festival



* The tribal communities of Jharkhand and Chhotanagpur region are
celebrating Sarhul, a New Year and spring festival rooted in nature
worship.



About Sarhul Festival:
e What is Sarhul?

e Sarhul literally means ‘worship of the Sal tree’ and marks the onset of
spring and the Adivasi New Year.

* |t symbolizes the cosmic union of the Sun and Earth, essential for the cycle of
life and agriculture.

* Tribes Associated:

* Celebrated by Adivasi groups such as the: Oraon, Munda, Santal, Khadia, and Ho.

* The festival is observed across Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Bihar, and also
by tribal diaspora in Assam, Andaman, Nepal, Bangladesh, and Bhutan.


https://www.insightsonindia.com/modern-indian-history/other-dimensions/tribal-movements/munda-rebellion/

Tribhuvandas Patel



* The Lok Sabha has passed a Bill to establish Tribhuvan Sahkari University
in Anand, Gujarat, named after Tribhuvandas Patel, founder of the Kaira
Milk Union (Amul).






e Early Life & Background:
 Born: 22 October 1903 in Anand, Kheda district, Gujarat.

* Family: Son of Kishibhai Patel, a farmer; studied at DN High School, Anand.
* Education: Graduate from Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad.

e Participated in movements like Civil Disobedience, Salt Satyagraha, and anti-
untouchability drives; jailed in Nasik (1930) and Visapur.



 Contribution to the Cooperative Movement:

* Founded Kaira Milk Union (Amul) on 14 December 1946 to end dairy
exploitation by private traders like Polson Dairy.

* Promoted inclusive village-level dairy cooperatives based on:
* One man, one vote principle

* Equal participation across castes and communities



* Appointed Dr. Verghese Kurien and supported him in building the
foundation of India’s White Revolution.

* Later helped establish:
* National Dairy Development Board (NDDB)
 |nstitute of Rural Management Anand (IRMA)
* Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF)



 Role in Freedom Struggle:

* Close follower of Mahatma Gandhi’s principles.
* Dedicated life to rural upliftment, community health, and self-reliance.

* Founded Tribhuvandas Foundation from public donations to serve rural health
needs.

 Recognitions & Awards:

 Ramon Magsaysay Award (1963) for Community Leadership.
 Padma Bhushan (1964) for Social Service.



Word of the day

Propriety:

correct or appropriate behaviour

SYynonymes: correctitude, properness

Usage: She has always behaved with the
utmost propriety.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/proprietypro

nternational Phonetic
Al P habet: /pJo'piarati/
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Thank you
guys.
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