Dally Current

e a3 exe wrr b

bock s A S ooty o na fem bl A s B o ol a4 s ens
S, g el yolfesk flowot i wis o 00 i ey ot e e 00 oftow 22

T3 Rz e 7o, w7 Rz S8 i W o

oy

€ e
R T

SThelndianEXPRESS

JOURNALES M OF COURAGE
o w3 T s perivd AL L SN YD R

~ : 2 S ’\‘a’« S b
L - f wrrmciier USPreskient | power Suough bt s
Policeman apnongSkiled | Donald Trufnp calls Modi a e (100 Murnmgl
in Delhi violgnce over € Tiend: lavi S vk ome inASere .
' s e | Bateesfdicsn NewDehizodiy -
> L4 Brens o Ui

SE e trail NiA
Juchyscarches in TN

THE

STheIndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS

TTH]HHNI)



6

. \ 3
The Hindu / PIB. PR4 &

‘ Other
newspaper

0
- S 0
The Indian Jansatta
Express
0
Financial

Express



Download class24

v/

PDF 10 MCQ QUIZ




Top 10 MCQ from today’s
session



Consider the following statements: (2019)

According to the Indian Patents Act, a biological process to create a seed can be patented in India.
In India, there is no Intellectual Property Appellate Board.

Plant varieties are not eligible to be patented in India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 only

(d)1,2and 3



With reference to the ‘National Intellectual Property Rights Policy’,
consider the following statements:(2017)

. It reiterates India’s commitment to the Doha Development Agenda
and the TRIPS Agreement.

. Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion is the nodal agency
for regulating intellectual property rights in India.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2



India's Global Intellectual Property Ranking in 2023 is sixth, with 64,480
patent applications.
What is India's position in terms of active trademark registrations globally?

URd &7 dfYP difgd Ut IfhT 2023 § ToT =M T, o 9H 64,480
Udc 3de ol fbU U & |
dfye Afepa ¢SHTS USRI & AHa H YR & fufa 71 87

A. First / Ug Il

B. Second / ¢RI
C. Third / AIERT

D. Fourth /iﬁ?ﬂ



* The Riyadh Design Law Treaty (DLT) was signed by India under the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO).

What does Intellectual Property (IP) primarily protect? .
98 @1 ¢t (DLT) TR HIRA A fay Sifegs® Huer We+ (wipo) & dgd

fare
&R fhu|
%%@m(up)gw FU 3 fhad! &l Bl 87

* A. Patents and Literary Works / Udc Gﬁ?’ HT%@?T o
B. Physical Goods and Technology / Wifae q¥dqu 3R Wenfrat

C. Natural Resources / UTpfd® JHTUA o
D. Government Schemes / TIBRI ?ﬂGFITQ




* The Siberian Demoiselle Crane, Sukpak, set a record migration of 3,676 km to Khichan,
Rajasthan.

What is the IUCN status of this bird?

1, YHUIP - R, IO d 3,676 fhdl B Rabls Uar
AT D] |

39 Uelt 31 uen fFRAfa a7 872

* A. Endangered / HbhcU¥d
B. Vulnerable / _
C. Near Threatened / TP C b U
D. Least Concern / PH




* |IT Kanpur developed the Analakshya System, enhancing stealth and missile protection.
Who leads the Analakshya development team?

2 3TS SR A SATATET YU [aHRd o, Sl T ed 3R FIarse JqRem &1 derdl
|
SFTATET fIPHT & HT g HIF HRal 872

* A. Kumar Vaibhav Srivastava / PHIX d4q farwa
B. Anantha Ramakrlshna / ST ITHPW]

C.J. Ramkumar/ m
D. All of the above / qut




e Sabal-20 drones, procured for the Indian Army, use VTOL technology and
carry up to 20 kg payloads.
What doges VTOL stand for? .
YR Y1 GRT VRIS 7T JId-20 G, VTOL A1 BT SUTIT Hd 5
311 20 faam S B Te&H g |
VTOL [ YT 3 TRIT(%?

* A, Variable Tracking of Operations and Logistics / T 3R AR
D1 TRad-g

B. Vertical Take-Off and Landing / afddd TH-3TH 3R ﬁ%’q
C. Virtual Terrain Observation and Liftoff / aﬁxﬂﬁ e 3MTeeTde 3R
ferwe s

%_\éersatile Transport for Operational Logistics / uR=TaA dAffoIiRead &




* India signed the Riyadh Design Law Treaty. Under which organization was this treaty
adopted?

nl%?‘grﬁﬁ?{qﬁ fSOITg @ ¢IdT IR g fhu | g IfY fo e & dgd iU
?

» A. World Trade Organization / fa% SITUR T . .
B. World Intellectual Property Organization /ﬁ'.%[ a'@@? Ul o
C. United Nations Development Programme / HYdd XY fawra srdwH

D. G20







* India's industrial des;j nap lications grew by what percentage in 20237

2023 H HRd & 57

* A.10.4%
B. 25.6%
C. 36.4%
D. 42.8%
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Economic historian Amiya Kumar Bagchi passes away
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Economic historian Amlya Kumar Bagchi passes away

Prab tn

Professor Amiya Kumar
Bagchi, who passed away
on Thursday evening, was
one of the most outstand-
ing economists, scholars,
and public intellectuals of
our time. A rebel all his life,
he left the college where he
had been admitted origi-
nally for speaking out
against some injustice, and
joined Presidency College,
Kolkata, which had a freer
atmosphere. After his Mas-
ter's in economics from
Presidency, he went to
Cambridge University on a
West Bengal government
scholarship, where he not
only finished his doctoral
work but also joined the
Faculty of Economics and
Politics, with a Fellowship
at Jesus College.

He had started out as a
mathematical economist,
in fact a game theorist, but
changed course while writ-
ing his Ph.D. dissertation
and, and on the advice of
one of his mentors, turned
to economic history, a turn

CM =

for which we must be high-
ly grateful. Mr. Bagchi was
not an economic historian
in the narrow sense; rath-
er, he was a macroecono-
mist working on historical
data.

Seeing patterns in data

While digging up new and
hitherto unavailable data
with a diligence that could
match that of the most in-
dustrious of the historians,
he saw patterns in data
which only his macroeco-
nomics could enable him
to see. He was thus an alto-
gether new kind of an eco-
nomist, au fait both in eco-
nomic theory and in
applied economics, includ-
ing economic history. The
first outstanding product
of his prodigious scholar-
ship was his book Private
Investment in India 1900-
1939, which many review-
ers, even critics unsym-
pathetic to his argument,
have compared to the
monumental works of anti-
colonial historiography,
such as those by Dadabhai

Amiya Kumar Bagchi

Naoroji, Romesh Chunder
Dutt, and D.R.Gadgil. This
work was followed by his
research on “Deindustriali-
zation in the Indian econo-
my in the Colonial Period”
which again provided de-
finitive evidence to clinch a
long-standing debate that
had gone on since the days
of Naoroji and Dutt.
Among his numerous
books and articles, most of
which are path-breaking,
the one that stands out for
me is a piece he wrote in
the Economic and Political
Weekly in 1972, in which he
provided a superb and ori-
ginal outline of the dialec-

tics of development and
under-development in a
historical setting in the
world economy. This
work, in its simplicity and
its persuasiveness, can be
considered a true descen-
dant of Paul Baran’s mas-
terly book The Political
Economy of Growth. It pro-
vides a pithy introduction
to the argument developed
more elaborately, though
perhaps with less imme-
diate impact, in his later
work, The Political Econo-
my of Underdevelopment.
His last magnum opus was
Perilous Passage: Mankind
and the Global Ascendency
of Capital in which he co-
vered a range of experienc-
es of countries in the Glo-
bal South, focusing on the
demographic collapse in-
itiated by imperialism.
After his stint at Cam-
bridge, Bagchi returned to
Kolkata to take up a teach-
ing position in his alma ma-
ter, the Presidency College,
from where he shifted after
some years to the then
newly established Centre

for the Study of Social
Sciences, Calcutta, of
which he subsequently be-
came the Director. A
staunch believer in Left
politics, Bagchi served for
a long time as a member
and then as the Vice-Chair-
man of the West Bengal
State Planning Board, un-
der the Left Front govern-
ment. After leaving the go-
vernment, he established
and directed the Institute
of Development Studies,
Kolkata. He remained at-
tached to this institution as
a Professor Emeritus till his
last days.

An institution-builder

Admired and respected by
legions of students whom
he taught and guided for
Ph.D. work, he was an in-
stitution-builder who was
an institution himself. He
was a pioneer who re-esta-
blished on a firmer footing
the propositions first ad-
vanced by the Indian na-
tionalist writers, and in the
process illuminated with
extraordinary clarity the

workings of imperialism in
producing underdevelop-

ment.

All his life however Bag-
chi remained loyal to Kol-
kata, never permanently
leaving this favourite city
of his, even though he had
numerous offers of presti-
gious jobs elsewhere, in-
cluding in Delhi. Indeed,
he was for a long time a re-
markable bridge between
Kolkata and Cambridge, a
friend of distinguished
Cambridge economists like
Maurice Dobb, Piero Sraf-
fa, Richard Goodwin, and
Joan Robinson; he also
took great pleasure in lis-
tening to Rabindra Sangeet
and discussing the latest
poem of Shakti Chattopad-
hyay (his exact contempor-
ary) and the latest play of
Utpal Dutt. Above all ho-
wever, he never lost his
faith in a future where
there will be a world free of
exploitation.

Prabhat Patnaik is Professor
Emeritus, Centre for Economic
Studies and Planning, INU




Life and Career of Amiya Kumar Bagchi

Renowned economist, historian, and public intellectual, Amiya Kumar Bagchi, passed
away on Thursday evening.

He initially joined Presidency College, Kolkata, and later went to Cambridge University
on a West Bengal government scholarship.
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Contributions to Economics and History

Bagchi’s notable works include Private Investment in India 1900-1939, The Political Economy of
Underdevelopment, and Perilous Passage: Mankind and the Global Ascendancy of Capital.

His research focused on the dynamics of development, deindustrialization in colonial India, and global
underdevelopment caused by imperialism.
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* Visionary Institution-Builder

* Bagchi helped establish and direct the Institute of Development Studies, Kolkata.

* He served as a professor at Presidency College and later as the Director of the
Centre for the Study of Social Sciences, Kolkata.
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Ideological and Political Beliefs

A staunch believer in Left politics, Bagchi was part of the West Bengal State
Planning Board and contributed significantly to public policy discussions.

His works often addressed the economic impact of colonialism and emphasized
anti-imperialist perspectives.
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Legacy and Influence

Bagchi was admired for his mentorship and guidance to Ph.D. students and young

scholars.

Despite offers for prestigious positions, he remained loyal to Kolkata and contributed

to its academic and intellectual life.
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* Impact of His Work

* His research provided critical insights into underdevelopment, imperialism, and
economic history.

* Bagchi’s interdisciplinary approach continues to inspire scholars in economics and
social sciences.
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Union govt. clears scheme for tourism sites in 23 States

Sree a Chakrab.
NEW DELHI

The Centre has approved
interest-free loans worth
13,295 crore to States for
the development of tou-
rism sites and infrastruc-
ture.

As part this initiative, 40
new projects have been

identified across 23 States,
Union Tourism Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
said on Thursday.
Through this initiative,
the Union Tourism Minis-
try has also encouraged
States to develop lesser-
known tourist destina-
tions, including Bateshwar
in Uttar Pradesh, Ponda in

Goa, Gandikota in Andhra
Pradesh and Porbandar in
Gujarat.

The loans were cleared
by the Union Finance Mi-
nistry earlier this week. As
per the directives of the
Department of Expendi-
ture, the Ministry of Tou-
rism has issued operation-
al guidelines for Special

Assistance to States for
Capital Investment (SASCI)
for development of iconic
tourist centres.

‘Interest free loans’

The aim of this scheme is
to infuse long-term interest
free loans for a period of
50 years to States for com-
prehensively developing

iconic tourist centres in the
country as well as brand-
ing and marketing them at
a global scale.

“By infusing capital in-
vestment in the form of
projects, the scheme furth-
er envisages the growth of
the local economy and the
creation of employment
opportunities through sus-

tainable tourism projects,”
Mr. Shekhawat said at an
interaction.

The projects were final-
ised after extensive region-
al consultations with State
governments.

The States have been gi-
ven a timeline of two years
for  completing the
projects.
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India tests ballistic missile with

a range of around 3,500 km

India has tested a nuclear-capable ballistic
missile with a range of around 3,500 km from a
nuclear-powered submarine in the Bay of Bengal,
in a major boost to its nuclear deterrence and
strategic capabilities, sources said on Thursday.
With this, India became part of a small group of
nations having the capability to fire a nuclear
missile from land, air and undersea. The K4
missile was tested from INS Arighaat off the coast
of Visakhapatnam on Wednesday, the sources
said. It was the first test of the submarine-
launched ballistic missile (SLBM) from a
submarine, the sources said. e




In Busan, India says it will not
back ‘use’ of plastic alternatives

Though the national stand is against plastic waste and for alternative materials, country will not allow itself to be ‘pushed
into using certain products or materials’ during global plastic talks; despite four days of negotiations, disagreements prevail

BUSAN

hile India may

have banned

single-use plas-
tic in 2022 and called for
employing “sustainable”
alternatives, the nation has
struck a contradictory note
at the ongoing UN-led Glo-
bal Plastic Treaty negotia-
tions here.

During formal submis-
sions on Thursday, India
said that while it “encour-
ages the research, innova-
tion, and development of
sustainable  alternatives
and non-plastic substi-
tutes”, it would rather not
support the “use” of these
products, technologies,
and services.

India has pushed back
against a suggestion by the
Chair of the Intergovern-
mental Negotiating Com-
mittee (INC-5) to “reduce
the use of primary plastic
polymers and associated
chemicals of concern in
plastic products”. Chemi-
cals of concern are used in
making goods but which
are associated with harm.

Semantics at play
While the reasoning be-
hind India’s stance was not
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becoming waste within a year, only about 20% is collected. H. ViBHU

spelt out, these submis-
sions are not cast in stone.
Sources privy to the nego-
tiations told The Hindu that
the word “use” smacked of
irritation at being told
what to do.

While India’s national
stand was against plastic
waste and pollution and
promoting alternative, sus-
tainable materials, India
would not allow itself to be
“pushed into using” cer-
tain products or materials,
they said. However, word-
ing could change and de-
pending on how the nego-
tiations progressed, more
conciliatory terms could
be considered, the sources
said. Single-use plastics are

only a subset of the wide
variety of plastics made
from polymer, and diffe-
rent grades of plastic lend
themselves to varying de-
grees of recycling.

In its multiple submis-
sions on Thursday, India
stressed that any final
agreement on addressing
plastic pollution should
not contravene other mul-
tilateral agreements;
should respect “national
priorities, capabilities and
priorities and right to deve-
lopment”; and “develop-
ing countries must get fi-
nancial and technical
assistance including tech-
nology transfer in line with
the principle of common

but differentiated responsi-
bilities”. The latter is a
principle derived from cli-
mate negotiations, where
developed countries,
which are counted as res-
ponsible for emitting the
bulk of atmospheric car-
bon, are asked to pay up
for minimising future glo-
bal emissions.

Plastic alternatives
There is little clarity on
whether sustainable alter-
natives to plastic exist.
While India has, on paper,
allowed the use of “biode-
gradable” and “composta-
ble™ plastic, lack of clarity
on whether such plastic is
actually degradable and
whether compostable ver-
sions are being composted
has hindered their wides-
pread adoption. Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi has
frequently worn jackets
made from recycled PET
bottles and spoken about
the benefits of doing so.
An investigation by the
Centre for Science and En-
vironment estimates that
since 2022, nearly 24 mil-
lion tonnes of plastic pack-
aging has been introduced
into India with a mechani-
cal recycling capacity of
only 9.8 million tonnes. Of

the 15 million tonnes of
plastic that are used in con-
sumer products and be-
come waste within a year,
only about 20% is collect-
ed. While this is not a un-
iquely Indian problem, the
inability to manage plastic
waste after it is used as a
product has led to calls,
such as in the INC negotia-
tions, to check the produc-
tion of plastic itself.

The INC-5 Chair, Luis
Vayas Valdivieso, before
the start of negotiations on
Monday, presented a text,
called a “non paper”, that
laid out a reference docu-
ment containing 32 “Arti-
cles” dealing with multiple
dimensions of plastic
waste, pollution, and curb-
ing sources of production.

While countries are lar-
gely on board, there are
disagreements. China, In-
dia, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Iran, Iraq, and the U.S. see
the cessation of plastic pro-
duction as potentially dis-
ruptive, so there has been
pushback, though this is
nuanced and varies coun-
try by country. The net re-
sult is that every sentence
in the 18-page document is
contested, with countries
demanding their own
modifications.



India’s Stand on Plastic Alternatives

India opposes being forced to use specific plastic alternatives during the Global
Plastic Treaty negotiations in Busan.

While promoting sustainable alternatives and innovation, India stresses that any
decisions should respect national priorities and capabilities.
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Challenges with Plastic Waste

Of the 15 million tonnes of plastic used annually in consumer products, only 20% is
collected and recycled.

Mismanagement of plastic waste is a global issue but has specific implications for
developing countries.
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* Global Disagreements on Plastic Alternatives

* Developed nations bear the bulk of the responsibility for emissions from plastic waste
but seek global agreements to manage it.

* Nations like China, India, and the U.S. see limitations in the broad adoption of

alternative materials.
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Call for Balanced Policies

India emphasized that solutions to plastic pollution should not overlook national
challenges, equity, and differentiated responsibilities.

Decisions must be inclusive, considering the diverse priorities and realities of nations.
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* Global Plastic Treaty Progress

* Discussions include frameworks to reduce plastic production, manage waste, and
promote alternatives.

* India remains committed to sustainable development while advocating for fairness in
global agreements.
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EXPERIMENT AIMS TO RECOGNISE IMPORTANCE OF Al IN RELIGION, EXPLORE LiMm1Ts OF HUMAN TRUST IN MACHINE

With an ‘Al Jesus’, chapel in Switzerland tests people’s faith in machines and divine

JAMEY KEATEN
LUCERNE. NOVEMBER 28

WOULD YOU trust an “Al Jesus”
with your innermaost thoughts
and troubles?

Researchers and religious
leaders on Wednesday released
findings from a two-month ex-
periment through art in a
Catholic chapel in Switzerland,
where an avatar of “jesus” on a
computer screen — tucked into
a confessional — took questions
by visitars on faith, morality and
modern-day woes, and offered
responses based on Scripture.

The idea, said the chapel’s
theological assistant, was to rec-
ognize the growing importance
of artificial intelligence in human
lives, even when it comes to re-
lighon, and explore the limits of
human trust in a machine.

After the two-month run of
the “Deus in Machina” at Peter’s
Chapel starting in late August,
some 900 conversations from vis-
itors —some came more than
ance — were transcribed anony-
mously. Those behind the project
said it was largely a success.

Often, a lag time was needed
1o wait for the response - a testa-
ment to the technical complexi-

ties. After exiting, nearly 300 visi-
tors filled out questionnaires that
nformed the report.

Philipp Haslbaver, an IT spe-
calist at the Lucerne University of
Applied Sciences and Arts who
pulled together the technical side
of the project, said the Al respon-
sible for taking the role of "Al
Jesus” and generating responses
was GPT-40 by OpenAl, and an
open-source version of the com-
pany's Whisper was used for
speech comprehension,

Visitors broached many top-
ics, including true love, the after-
life, feelings of solitude, war and
suffering in the world, the exis-

Deus in Machina installed in a confessional of St Peters Chapel
in the old town of Lucerne, Switzerland, earlier this week. AP
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tence of God, plus 1ssues like sex-
ual abuse in the Catholic Church
or its position on homosexuality,

Most visitors described them-
selves as Christians, though ag-
nostics, atheists, Muslims,
Buddhists and Taoists took part
too. About one-third were
German speakers, but it also had
conversations in Chinese, English,
French, Hungarian, italian, Russian
and Spanish. “What was really in-
teresting (was ) tosee that the peo-
ple really talked with him in a se-
rious way, They didn’t come to
make jokes,” said chapel theolo-
gian Marco Schmid, who spear-
headed the project.

Schmid was quick to point out
that the “Al Jesus™ - billed as a
“lesus-like™ persona - was an
artistic experiment to get people
thinking about the intersection
between the digital and the divine,
not substitute for human interac-
tion or sacramental confessions
with a priest, nor was it intended
tosave pastoral resources. "For the
people it was clear that it was a
computer _ It wasclear it was not
aconfession,” Schimid said.

Kenneth Cukier, a journalist,
author and expert with the US.-
based nonprofit group called “Al
and Faith,” said if Al jesus™ helps
people connect deeper to them-

setves and the warld, it "has to be
a good thing ltwilllead to better
individuals and a better world, " he
said. “"However this does feel alit-
the bit infantile, and pardon my
pun, machine-Tike.”

“The risk is that it pulls peo-
ple, ultimately, farther away
from that whach is more mean-
ingful, deeper and authentic in
spirituality,” said Cukier, co-au-
thor of “Big Data: A Revolution
that Will Transform How We
Work, Live and Think.” For
Schmid, the exhibit was a pilot
project — and be doesn't foresee
a second coming of “Al Jesus”
anytime soon. AP



Lithuanian
drama Toxic
wins Golden
Peacock

The Hindu Bureau
PANAJI

The 55th edition of the In-
ternational Film Festival of
India (IFFI), which was
kick-started with a star-
studded opening ceremo-
ny at the Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Indoor Stadium
in Panaji, on Wednesday
has come to a close.

The nine-day festival
presented over 180 inter-
national titles from 81
countries, which include
16 premieres in World,
three in International, 43
in Asian, and 109 in Indian
categories.

Toxic won the Golden
Peacock Award for the Best
Film for “exploring adoles-
cence and the harsh reali-
ties of growing up in an
economically deprived so-
ciety.” Toxic is the debut
feature of Saulé Bliuvaité, a
Lithuanian filmmaker.

Vikrant Massey won the
Indian Film Personality of
the Year award. The actor
had starred in 12th Fail, the
blockbuster Hindi film of
2023. Bogdan Muresanu
won the best director
award for his Romanian
tragic comedy The New
Year That Never Came.
Australian director Phillip
Noyce received the Satyajit
Ray Lifetime Achievement
Award for his pioneering
cinematic legacy.

Opening
film

Closing
film

Location

Founded

Awards

Hosted
by

No. of
films

Festival
date

b ot et i e )

Better Man by Michael Gracey

Dry Season by Bohdan Slama

Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Indoor Stadium at Panaji, Goa,
India

1952

Golden Peacock: Toxic by Saulé
Bliuvaité

Silver Peacock:

Best Director: Bogdan Muresanu,
for The New Year That Never
Came

Best Actor: Clément Favreau for
Holy Cow

Best Actress: Vesta Matulyte and
Vilma Raubaite for Toxic

Best Debut Film of a Director:
Familiar Touch by Sarah Friedland

Government of Goa
Directorate of Film Festivals

180

Opening: 20 November 2024
Closing: 28 November 2024



UGC approves guidelines on
flexible-duration degrees
for undergraduate students

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Students pursuing under-
graduate degree pro-
grammes could soon have
the flexibility to finish their
degree earlier or extend it
beyond the stipulated du-
ration. The University
Grants Commission (UGC)
approved a Standard Oper-
ating Protocol (SOP) on Ac-
celerated Degree Pro-
grammes (ADPs) at its
meeting held on Novem-
ber 13. The UGC is expect-
ed to place the SOP in pu-
blic domain for feedback
soon, officials said.

The National Credit Fra-
mework (NCrF) enables
students with varying
learning abilities to move
through the curriculum at
rates faster or slower than
the standard duration of a
programme by earning the
required credits.

' .
- f

M. Jagadesh Kumar

“Students can use this
option to shorten or ex-
tend their study durations
based on their learning
abilities. The ADPs allow
students to complete a
three-year or four-year de-
gree in reduced time by
earning additional credits
per semester, while the Ex-
tended Degree Pro-
grammes [EDPs] enable an
extended timeline with
fewer credits per semes-

ter,” said UGC Chairman M.
Jagadesh Kumar. Mr. Ku-
mar said higher education
institutions (HEIs) would
establish committees to
evaluate student eligibility
for the programmes, and
that degrees will be equiva-
lent to standard duration
degrees for employment
and academic purposes.

The UGC SOP guides
HEIs in designing academ-
ic content, credits, and as-
sessment methods and in
award of degree while im-
plementing extended and
accelerated degrees.

The UGC has proposed
that HEIs may earmark
10% of their sanctioned
student intake for the
ADPs. The institutes may
constitute a panel to scruti-
nise applications received
at the end of the first or the
second semester under the
EDPs and ADPs and select
students accordingly.
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gives clean chit year after
-G sought CBI probe
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Mlnlstry or Communications
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Amrit Mahotsav

India climbs up eleven slots to be among Top 50 Countries in Network
Readiness Index 2024



Improved Ranking:

India advanced 11 positions, securing the 49th rank
in NRI 2024, up from 60th in 2023.

The NRI 2024 assesses 133 economies across four
pillars: Technology, People, Governance, and Impact.

Enhanced Score:

India's score increased from 49.93 in 2023 t0 53.63 in
2024.




Leading Indicators:

1st in Al scientific publications, Al talent concentration, and ICT services
exports.

2nd in FTTH/Building Internet subscriptions, mobile broadband internet

traffic, and international internet bandwidth.

3rd in domestic market scale.

4th in annual investment in telecommunication services.




Regional Performance:

Ranked 2nd among lower-middle-income countries, following Vietnam.

Telecommunications Progress:

Tele-density increased from 75.2% to 84.69% over the past decade.

Wireless connections reached 1.19 billion.

Internet subscribers rose from 251 million to 944 million, with significant growth in wireless
internet usage.




* Policy Reforms:

* Improvements in spectrum management, ease of doing business, and
consumer protection.

* Technological Advancements:

* Launch of 5G services in 2022, elevating India's global mobile
broadband speed ranking from 118 to 15.

* Introduction of Bharat 6G Vision to position India as a leader in future
telecom technologies.



Optical Fibre in Siachen



* For the very first time, the Indian Army has successfully installed
Optical fibre connectivity at Siachen and Daulet Beg Oldie (DBO) to
ensure high-speed broadband connectivity.

 Fiber optic cables use fast-traveling pulses of light to transfer digital
information. It relies on total internal reflection for their operation



* Siachen is the world’s highest and coldest battlefield. It is strategically
located between Pakistan on the left and China on the right.

 |tis situated to the North of Nubra Valley through which Nubra river
flows.

* The Nubra River originates from the Siachen Glacier and is a tributary
of the Shyok River, which is part of the Indus River system.



* Additionally, Siachen glacier provides a view of the Nubra valley in the
Karakoram ranges.

e Siachen has been under Indian control since 1984, when the Indian
Army launched Operation Meghdoot and occupied the glacier on the
Saltoro ridge before it fell into Pakistani hands.

 DBO is an Indian military base, located at the Northernmost tip of
India in the Karakoram mountains.



PAKISTAN

y ) DAULAT BEG
OLDI (DBO
ADVANCED LANDING
GROUND ,

SIACHEN 0@ AKSAICHIN
GLACIER » DARBUK-
s \% SO OB ROAD

R i e

N THO e\ &

LAC /)
EH A ’

;(bmux SHYOK ,.‘\ PANGONG TS0

CHUSHUL

[\ NYOMA

FUKCH

— SIKKIM ,/\'/

1

INDIA a0 “ss:sss".el/



d

L,

I8

'

he H

N

“ . 5
DAL f Y A f :
& ) Th R S v .
w ) ') CHRERE
.—/» y “ ~ ... %
! \
. «
, he Ry
- : B0 S
\ S,
k!
. Hy
2 b 2% ‘
. 1
)
L

R’



Why in News?

India signed the High Seas Treaty, formally known as the Biodiversity

Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Agreement, in September 2024,
marking a major milestone in international ocean governance.

However, implementation and geopolitical challenges raise concerns
about its effectiveness




* What is the High Seas Treaty?
e About:

 The BBNJ Agreement developed under the framework of United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) focuses on
conserving and sustainably using marine biological diversity in areas
beyond national jurisdiction, which are beyond the 200 nautical miles
(370 km) of Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs)



* The BBNJ Agreement once it enters into force becomes the third
implementing agreement under the UNCLOS, complementing:

* The 1994 Part Xl Implementation Agreement (focused on mineral resource
exploration in the international seabed).

e The 1995 UN Fish Stocks Agreement (focused on conserving and managing
straddling and migratory fish stocks).



* Need:

* High seas cover 64% of the ocean surface and 43% of the Earth’s area.
They are home to about 2.2 million marine species and up to a trillion
microorganisms.

* These areas belong to no nation, allowing equal rights for navigation,
economic activities, and scientific research.



'

—— India

m Signature: +* YES - 25th Sep 2024
Ratification: % NO

196 UN Member Countries: ‘ No Action: 91 O Signed: 105 O Ratified: 15

Note: Some of the 196 UN Member Countries are too small to be seen on the map.




UN HIGH SEAS TREATY

aka BBNJ (Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction) Agreement

For the first time, UN members have agreed on a unified
(legally-binding) treaty to protect biodiversity in the high seas

All the saltwater bodies across ¢ Only 1.2% of HSs are currently
Earth that aren't part of territorial protected

sealinternal waters of a state 4 ,
Pl ¢ 10% of global marine species at

Protect HS risk of extinction
5 . Demand for an updated framework : S ,
Svacaheniell to protect marine life in the High ® High exploitation due to commercial

of Treaty Seas, is about 20 years-old fishing, mining, acidification, pollution

The last int'l agreement on ocean protection was UNCLOS signed in 1982

\ This treaty is the 3rd “implementing agreement” under UNCLOS }

® Create a new body to manage conservation of ocean life and establish marine

KEY | protected areas in the high seas
FEATURES

|
¢ Estd. ground rules for conducting ElAs for commercial activities in oceans

KEY
PLAYERS




nautical mile (M)

Coast/Baseline

Maritime Zones under International Law (Image credit: U.S. Department of State)




UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION
ON THE LAW OF THE SEA
(UNCLOS)

The 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS), also called Constitution for the oceans, has 168
parties, and sets out the legal framework within which all
activities in the oceans and seas must be carried out.

The Convention has created three new institutions
on the International level

THE INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL 0 ]

FOR THE LAW OF THE SEA

An independent judicial body. It has jurisdiction over any dispute
concerning the interpretation or application of the Convention,

7 and over all matters specifically provided for in any other

7 N\ agreement which confers jurisdiction on the Tribunal

O THE INTERNATIONAL
SEABED AUTHORITY

ISA has the mandate to ensure the effective protection
of the marine environment from harmful effects that
may arise from deep-seabed related activities

THE COMMISSION ON THE LIMITS
OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF
To facilitate the implementation of the UNCLOS in respect of the

establishment of the outer limits of the continental shelf beyond

200 nautical miles (M) from the baselines from which the breadth
of the territorial sea is measured




Top 10 MCQ from
today’s session




* Amiya Kumar Bagchi was a renowned economist, historian, and public intellectual. He
helped establish WhICh |nst|tute |n Kolkata?
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* The Indian Army has installed optical fibre connectivity at which two locations in
Ladakh?

YR 97 1 derd H f5Y g WM IR APHd BIgaR dHideide! RIIfUd Pl g2

* A. Pangong Tso and Leh /tl'iTﬁ."T & 3R é‘s'
B. Siachen and Daulet Beg Oldie / 3 Ea?l?[ o Sicst
C. Nubra Valley and Kargil / Tl FRATA
D. Turtuk and Drass / qRd® <




* The High Seas Treaty, developed under UNCLOS, focuses on which
aspect?

UNCLOS & d8d [dshid 818 diel Y fhd Tgd IR dhiad g2

* A. Mineral resource exploration /Eﬁﬁf GATY =AY
B. Marine biological diversity conservation / Fﬂ?ﬂ g fafqerar
g &IT . .
C. Straddling fish stock management / UdT Al HeR Ude—
D. Climate change adaptation / STc1dTg gf¥adH Pl










The Siachen Glacier is
. A. Nubra Valley / 9T CIE
STHEITEE 39 H0E Wl Of B. Aksai Chin / GIH"\‘IT'QF ﬁF[

which valley?

C. Gilgit / Frafird
m%%mé?w D. Leh Valley / a_ﬁ' °rét




India opposed being forced to adopt specific plastic alternatives.
What percentage of of pIastlc waste is recycled globally?
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A. 10%
B.15%
C. 20%
D. 25%






* Which river originates from the Siachen Glacier and flows into the Indus River
system?

<t 7} Ryt WRrR O Mot ¢ 3R Ry et gorme & ferd 87
" A Nubra River / 781 1ol

C. Jhelum River / 7'I'cﬁ
D. Chenab River / T'I'c¢pf



* Siachen Glacier is situated to the (2020)

* (a) East of Aksai Chin
(b) East of Leh
(c) North of Gilgit
(d) North of Nubra Valley



Word of the day

Saunter:
to walk about in an idle or leisurely manner

Synonyms: amble, stroll

Usa €. They sauntered down the street. He
walked with a kind of saunter as if he hadn’t a
care in the world

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /sy:n.tar/

Pronunciation: bit.ly/saunternew




* Myth: Eating carrots improves night vision.
Burst: Carrots are rich in vitamin A, which

F u n fa Ct supports eye health, but they won’t give you
superhuman night vision. This myth

originated as wartime propagandal.
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