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 What is one of the key economic risks highlighted in the Economic
Survey 2024-25?

gﬁﬁmﬁm202425ﬁm3ﬂﬁ$mﬁmﬁ#ww
?

* A. Declining foreign exchange reserves / led facaft Hal 313'IT ‘
B. Slow urban demand growth and external shocks / QI%ff AT A

it gefor 3R T s
C. ngh inflation rates exceeding 10%/3’&?@%’ T 10% & 30+
D. Complete withdrawal of foreign direct investment (FDI) / 9ca&T

Rrelt foraer (FDI) T & aXE et



 What policy recommendation does the Economic Survey suggest to
boost investment?

. faer Y Fear & & fav nfds adsror Hla ) Afdera
RAreTRer #Iar &2

* A. Increasing government control over industries /3?.'\'&1?11 9T EIHNT
fAr=or TerET

B. Expanding investment rate from 31% to 35% of GDP / faer T+t
31% & FIHT 35% GDP HIaAT

C. Higher taxation on corporate profits /EFI'CIﬁT ﬂ?-lTeF g7 3T
CRIGL

D. Restricting foreign companies from entering the Indian market /

Qeelt FUfat FY IRAT TR & gder & AT



 Why is indigenization important for India’s EV sector, as per the
Economic Survey?

- IMfYF FAETT F IGTAR, HRT F &l & & AT Fagefiwon

FIT Agcaqor 87
* A. To increase dependency on China / e 9 f9iar dele & faT
B. To reduce dependency on China for raw materials / &< ATl &

fow et o foraRaT &7 o & fav
C. To enhance exports of EV batteries / §dl deiEl & T A

el & fav

D. To focus only on hybrid vehicles instead of electric vehicles /

ﬁ%aﬁ#mmaﬁ?mwtmmm



 What was the primary concern expressed by Meghalaya CM Conrad K.
Sangma?

-%m#gmﬁsﬁﬁm%.m#mmgmﬁwm

?

* A. Rising deforestation in Meghalaya / YT H d&dT ddll $T FHFee
B. Theft of a 40-million-year-old whale fossil / 40 AfaTer a¥ ngﬁ'
cel SHARA & IRy o ‘

C. Water crisis in rural areas / ITHIUT &Y H ST Hhe

D. lllegal mining affecting biodiversity/ﬁﬁ' fafaerar &1 genfaa
el qTeAT AT Gelol



* . Which fossil genus does the stolen whale ancestor likely belong to?

+ ARY §IM e qar Fw Sfanea qof & F&@id & aFar g2

* A. Stegodon / TSl
B. Rodhocetus or Ambulocetus / ¥ ar msnﬁur
C. Megalodon /ﬁ?ﬂTvﬂ??-l'
D. Basilosaurus / dfaead



 Which Indian state now has the highest number of Ramsar sites?

« ARA H T U NTF THAT TIA 5T T5F 7 72

« A. Uttar Pradesh / 3T 9cer
B. Tamil Nadu / df&dlTs

C. Kerala / el N
D. Rajasthan / {ToTEYTed



* What is the significance of the Ramsar designation for wetlands?

- ATz & AT TAWX ATIAT FT FIAT Aged &7

* A. Enhances ecological protection and conservation efforts /
qiRTEufa® TXET0T 3R EIETOT YATHT FI AT =T
B. Converts wetlands into commercial land /ﬂﬁgﬁ' CORCUICEA D ED
HHA A Fqaa :
C. Reduces government funding for wetland conservation / acds
FRETOT & T TRER R T Y F A

D. Allows industrial activities in wetlands /aﬁ@ A m
afafaferat S regAfa e



 What is Axiom Mission 4 (Ax-4)?
* Axiom Mission 4 (Ax-4) T &7
* A. A private spaceflight mission to the International Space Station /

TSN IARRET Tl & fow v sl 3rafier 3= @

B. A new defense satellite launched by ISRO / FEU E'@'RT I T
g7 g7 &1 39dg

C. A lunar exploration mission / Tdh ?-I';‘\' F=avor fAere
D. A Mars colonization project / Teh HdTel 3qfaaer aRISTeT



* Which Indian astronaut will be part of Axiom Mission 4?

* Axiom Mission 4 H i AT ARAT dReT I enfAS gem?

* A. Rakesh Sharma / J/her QFFI‘f
B. Shubhanshu Shukla / QI‘HTQT R[FelT
C. Sunita Williams / ?I#IT-IT
D. Kalpana Chawla /ao_CIFIT BICCI]



 Why did Niger, Mali, and Burkina Faso exit ECOWAS?
- ATSSIY, ATell AR FfFaT BT & ECOWAS FaT BIST?

* A. To seek military support from Russia / T & =g gHadT yrca
F & fav

B. To join the European Union / U #9 & a1faer 81 & fav

C. To strengthen economic ties with the US [ TARNST & °TY £ IEED
Y Aolqd HA & T

ﬂD; %;dopt a hew common currency / T FI? HTHTT HGT YTl
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Drop in sllacatien
infemstru
Sudpetin

Vikas Dhwot
NEW DELII
f your car is sputter-
l ing. and a faulty fad-
L ing battery appears 1o
the cause, the only im-

the
mediate alternative is to

ry and jumpstart it by
hooking it up with another

é

the sort the government

ore tax payers
Rave a zero tax ability, ex-
cept on incomes from
sources such as capital
gains that attract special
rates. For salaried tax

to, mandard deduction of
T75.000.

The post-pandemic
pent-up demand has been
diminishing and  long
of high inflation

has
from — in the hope that In-
dia’s

have also been hurtng
in recent

d d will

and
bring the economy back to
the fast lane.
Ms. Sitharaman
her speech by slanng The
Budget seeks to accelerate
household

up to
s it £ S

the go-
vernment's preferred
“multiplier effect™ driver
of public capex w seur
growth sl

owth impulses and cata-
Bec. siack privace invest-
ments. Ms. Sitharaman
seems to have listened and

Jon for
= share of
mpanizon to.
Previous financiel year

ON SUNDAY

Tax bonanza for
the middle class ;

Income to 12 lakh tax-free: people earning at least 325 lakh may
2 get T lakh in tax savings; big push to increase spending and spur
growth. Tax rate changes, new Income Tax Bill show the government
is responsive to the “wvoice of the people’, says Nirmala bil.harmnan

ers. The new
will substantially reduce
the taxes of

Claes and leave more mo-

into 21 lakh crore of fore-

revenue.
Along with a revam

in her last Budget present-
ed in July 2024, she also

reduced and also simpli-

introduced a fiscal stimu-
lus for growth through the
tax rejigs to raise disposa-
ble income. an increase in
the Centre’s capex and the

lace
the muliplier efect that

capital expendimure done
by government has shown,
and sustained it.” Ms. Sith
araman emphasised.

Capital expenditure

Rs.
10.18 lakh crore from Rs.
111 lakh crore

estimated. but has n
raised by 10.1% to Rs. 11.2

policy advisor
India said the Budget has

1S Stimulus s limited
in terms of magnitude and
would prove to be effective
along with other fiscal and

ar stimul. private in-
vestment. In particular,
some 1 ent of cus-

toms durty tariff for making
several inputs cheaper

may lead to additon in

March 31, 2031 In 202526,
this ratio is estimated to be
around S6.1% of GDP.
~This approach would
provide requisite opera-
tlomal flexibility e the Co-
vernment to respond t
Unforeseen developments.
At the same time, it is ex-

transparent manner.” the
Ainister said in a fiscal pol-

ncome tae's share i

sy
the Fiscal Responsibility

copacky.- ha avarred.
stimaulus

For the five years from
2026-27 to 2030-31, the go-
vernment changed its
fiscal anchor to “debt to

3 a
debt to GDP ratio of S0%
(plus or minus 1%) by

~trust first, scrutinize
Rater™.
EoiTommAL

» PAGES 2-14

Fresh boost for quest
towards clean energy

Getting green: Elactric vehicles are seen getting charged 3t a
charging station in Gurugram. REUTERS

NEW DELSI

15 S cmithitng aquess 12
courage small and medium
the

Finance Minister
aman

waste, the scrap of
lithfum-ion _batter-

other critical
rnlnerals rrum basic
customs du

In her )uly 2024 Budget,
Ms. Sitharaman had ex-
‘empted 25 critical minerals
that are not domestically
available from the basic
customs duty

The Naxlonxl Critical
Minerals Mission (NCMM),
being set up under the Mk
nistry of Mines, also got an
allocation of €410 crore for

cm
e

als, and acquire critical
mineral asse ated in

the establishment
of an extended pro-

and
implementation of
a suitable

Budget brings in plenty for election-bound
Bihar; RJD questions lack of special package

Amit Bhelari
NEW DELHI/PATNA

Dressed in a cream and red
Madhubani sari, featuring
Bihar's iconic art, Finance
Minister Nirmala Suhara»

£e¢ will give further Impe.

don (GD tag in 2022, and

80% of India’s total makha-

na pi n is harvested

in Bihar. The Makhana

Board will “improve pro-

duction. processing, value
nd

s to the
mhar' and “will an:(eler.ne

‘Seate in her
Budget Ppresentation on Sa-
turday.

of projects
kept key NDA ally, the Jana-
ta Dal (United), in good hu-
mour, while generating en-
vy fi other nal
parties; jaa well ss: tasis

rnenl of thie Staen. ey

e RJD. on the other
hand‘ questioned both the
symbolism and substance
of

a
of foxnuts, the Finance Mi-
nister sal

The move is s likely w0 be-
nefit over five lakh farmers
in the region, Epeclally in
the districts of Darbhanga,

RJD leader and forme:

ward classes. a group th,
the RID has been actively

Aviation 12 another sec-
tor set to get a boost In Bi-

. “Greenfiel
will be facilitated in Bihar

xpansion

of the capacity of Patna air-

rtand a 1d air-

port at Bihta,” Ms. Sithara-
i

Ms. Sitharaman alko
promised s for the
comprehens! develop-
ment of the 17 Vishnupad
and the temple

cap on FDI for the
insurance sector

»PAGE 3

corridor, along the lines
of the Kashi Vishwanath

and revive the Nalanda Un-
iversity to fts “glorious
stature™.

Sa- Lok janshak‘n Party

r De-  harsa, Katihar, Purnia. (Ramvilas) president and

puty Chief Minister Tefash.  Kishangan). Araria, Su'  Education and temples  Union Minister Chirag Pas-
that none of  paul, and NDA's

18 mart Caplial Wrvest. 'douhl&eng‘lne" “govern-

these promises were new.
the

Bom the
Rashtriya Janata hal (RIDY.
which termed the announ-

polls Later this year.

mechaniem, according to
the Budget documen

Earlier this week, the
Union Cabinet approved
the NCAMM with a budge-
tary outlay of 216,300
crore over a seven year pe-
riod, with an additional
218,000 crore expected in

public sector undertak-
ings.

Key n-
clude 211,500 crore of fi-

support_for the
v\'es(em Koshl Canal Ex-
tension, Renowvation, and

Modernisation ect,
and a new Makh:
for ut ca-

Applauding s b,

Bihar government was de-

special attention
the Budget. Mithila
Makhana got a Geo-
graphical  Indica-

Ta. Foxnut
farmers
are pre-
domi-
nantly
from ex-
tremely
back-

ments will be. provided.
The requests of the Bihar
government for external
assistance from multilater-

ute  of
Technology,  Entrepre-
neurship, and Manage-

esta-
blished in Bihar.

and other infras-
tructure facilities at

the Indian Institute
of Technology. Patna.

“laying the
foandation of a developed
Bihar~
Taking a potshot at the
v

leader Jairam Ramesh said
that it was only natural for
the government to offer a
“bonanza~ to Bihar where
an election is due later this.

criticised the Budget's fo-
<cus on Bihar, while ignor-
ing other States, including
West Bengal.

UDAN to receive
gov support
for another 10 years
»PAGE 9
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Budget breakdown

The outlay for the transport sector (apart from interest payments) formed the bulk of the expenditure in FY26BE. However,
transport’s share in total Budget came down by 0.79% points from last year (11.58% in FY25RE to 10.78% in FY26BE). The graphic
depicts budgeted expenditure ( crore) and the change from FY25RE in percentage points

== |nterest Others Rural Development
%12,76,338 cr. -t4,82,653 cr. : N 72 32,66,817 cr.
WBd +0.75 percentage points -0.14 percentage points +1.17

percentage points

As usual, interest If expressed as a share

payments of FY26BE’s total Home :

garnered a lion’s Budget, it comes to Affairs m

share of the 25.08%, which is 0.75 $2.33.211 cr.

total Budget percentage points -0’13 X Food

this year. In more than its share in . ércenta 5 subsidy
absolute figures, FY25RE (24.3%) ® Pension P iHte '8 ¥2,03,420 cr.
%12,76,338 crore & %2,76,618 cr. Bolls -0.22

was allocated The other tiles show -0.45 percentage points percentage
for interest corresponding figures points '

payments for various sectors

% IT and
191 Telecom
DQ = s

95,298 cr.

Health
398,311 cr.
+0.05

-
3

<
Ev
SR
e
> 0
[T
T W

, s : Agriculture and < <« |-0.65
Transport Defence administration NI PN IS 2 L
¥5,48,649 cr. %4,91,732 cr. pba st ¥1,71,437 cr. Sow?

- i -0.78
-0.79 percentage points 0.10 percentage points +0.36

Energy Social Welfare
@ ¥81,174cr. %60,052cr.

e +0.24 +0.19
.

-
o
Fertilizer subsidy ~ Education oS
¥1,67,887 cr. ¥1,28,650 cr. §‘¢z. ~
-0.36 +0.09 £83 .
Commerce and Industry ¥65,553 cr. | +0.08 ,
Scientific Departments ¥55,679 cr. | +0.46 -

External Affairs 20,517 cr. | -0.14 4] Petroleum subsidy ¥12,100 cr. |-0.08
Development of North East 5,915 cr. | +0.03

RE: Revised Estimates | BE: Budget Estimates Source: The figures are sourced from “the Expenditure of Major Items” page which features in the “Budget at a glance” document




Education gets better Budget allocation;
more money for IITs, central universities

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Budget 2025-26
has increased the alloca-
tion for school and higher
education, and has an-
nounced the Bharatiya
Bhasha Pustak Scheme to
provide digital-form Indian

language  books  for
students.

“This aims to help stu-

dents understand their
subjects better,” Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said in

her Budget presen-
tation. Union Educa-

tion Minister Dhar-
mendra  Pradhan

said that it will make
education more ac-
cessible and will streng-
then the culture of re-
search and education.

The Finance Minister
said the total number of
students in 23 IITs has in-

creased 100% in the
past 10 years. “Addi-
tional infrastructure
will be created in
the five IITs started
after 2014 to facili-
tate education for
6,500 more students. Hos-
tel and other infrastruc-
ture capacity at IIT Patna

will also be expanded,” she
said. She also announced
the setting up of a Centre
of Excellence in Artificial
Intelligence for education
with a total outlay of I500
crore. “By harnessing artif-
icial intelligence, it seeks to
address disparities and in-
efficiencies, ensuring
equitable education across
the nation,” the Union
Education Ministry said.
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Mission for manuscript
conservation launched

Sreeparna Chakraba
NEW DELHI

The Union Budget 2025-26
announced a special mis-
sion for the survey, docu-
mentation, and conserva-
tion of India’s manuscript
heritage, launched as the
‘Gyan Bharatam Mission’.
This initiative aims to cover
more than one crore
manuscripts.

The ‘Gyan Bharatam
Mission’ will focus on the
“survey, documentation
and conservation” of In-
dia’s manuscript heritage
held by academic institu-
tions, museums, libraries,
and private collectors, Un-
ion Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said in
her Budget speech.

Sharp hike

To support this initiative,
the Budget allocation for
the National Mission for
Manuscripts (NMM) has
been increased from 3.5
crore to ¥60 crore. The
NMM aims to identify and
document  manuscripts

o

An ancient manuscript being placed under the scanner to be

o N S

digitised at a research centre in West Bengal. DEBASISH BHADURI

and make them accessible
across the country.

The Hindu had reported
last October that the Union
Ministry  of  Culture
planned to “revive and re-
launch” the NMM and was
mulling forming an auto-
nomous body to help pre-
serve ancient texts in In-
dia. Currently, National
Mission for Manuscripts is
a part of the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for Arts.
Established in 2003, it had
not taken off as
anticipated.

Welcoming the move,
Union Culture Minister Ga-

jendra Singh Shekhawat
said that the new mission
“announced by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man will enable Bharat to
preserve and protect the
invaluable wisdom and
knowledge held by these
manuscripts found across
the country”.

The overall allocation
for the Culture Ministry
has been increased by ap-
proximately 100 crore
with a total outlay of
¥3,360.96 crore as against
the revised estimate of
3,260.93 crore in the cur-
rent fiscal.




* The Union Budget 2025-26 has introduced a new initiative called the
'‘Gyan Bharatam Mission' for the conservation of India's manuscript
heritage.

+ FET Fole 2025-26 A HRA Hir usfafy Ruwa & awaor & faw
mwﬁr&m*maémama?r%l

* This mission aims to survey, document, and conserve over one crore
manuscripts across academic institutions, museums, libraries, and
private collectors.

59 e #1 3T A weuml, gagradl, qeawrear 3 s
mﬁwﬁﬂéwm#mqﬁﬁﬁmmﬁm
SEATASIEHIOT 31T TIETT FI&T B



* Budget Allocation | dfolC Arged

* The budget for the National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM) has
been significantly increased from X3.5 crore to %60 crore.

- TS gisfafd e (Nvm) & faT a9 &Y 3.5 7S F Tt 60
FIUS FHT 1T AT T

* This increased allocation will help in identifying and preserving
ancient manuscripts across the country.

+ I 9T g3 Foic X o F yrehier uisfafat & ggamer 3iiv w@waror
H geErg® gl



Objectives of the Gyan Bharatam Mission | 3Tl IRAH fAAT &
J
* vV Survey, documentation, and conservation of India's manuscript
heritage.
- R Fr grsfaf® faraa #1 adeator, graEsisor 3R Jafor]
v Dlgltlzatlon and accessibility of manuscripts for research and
study.

- qisfafal 1 fBfSreehisor 3fiv aer 9 sreager & faw gersr
el



* v Collaboration with academic institutions, museums, and

libraries. &1 TEYAL, FagTerdT 3R ma'q’r & Iy
"N

v' Encouraging private collectors to contribute to manuscript

conservation. [ m T tlﬁﬁﬁ' TI&TT A WIS &4 &
fow 9RT &+l



» Revival of the National Mission for Manuscripts | I qgﬁﬁ' e &1 Elfﬁﬁa?l'

* The Hindu previously reported that the Ministry of Culture was planning to revive and
relaunch the National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM), established in 2003.

. .gﬁ ygo Rl fFar a1 & avfa AT 2003 7 Faifa asd
e (NMM) F) el 3R qe: difed et Y FrolaT a1 TaT

* Despite its establishment, NMM had not been as successful as expected.
- TYYAT & d1d9(g, NMM 39feTd ¥ @ Bl 16l T@T ATl



« Conclusion | fs&hY

. ;' The Gyan Bharatam Mission is a major step toward
preserving India’s ancient manuscripts.

» FT HRGA AT 9 AT yreher aisfafat &
HaT0T Y foem F e Agcaqut A g

s With increased funding, this initiative will digitize
and make manuscrlpts more accessible.

air Wﬂ?mzrg CIEICIER ]
mawm

Th|s mission W|II enhance research and revive lost
historical texts for future generations.

- gg fAera eier & derar g9 3 sfasy & difea ’
*mmwtﬁaﬁmwwmml
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Why is there a
row over border
fencing?

\\'h.n is the ute between India and

esh? How much of the border
has been fenced?

Shiv Sahay Singh

The story so far:

n January. india and Bangladesh exchanged
words over security measures at the border,
including issues

ing

message about protocols and past agreements.

wh.n is the length of the border?

da shares its longe:

total length of the In
4096.7 ki, about 78% or 3196.705 km, has been
fenced, India's border wit

While rivers i
gromraphical challenges  Frandes Tripura
to erecting fences, Frontler, North

sometimes the border

tion sts d South
}""’“’a i Frontier.
fencing as it can create While in some

thets Tand dase to the
international border

Encing biss oot even criamed SO%! e,
he Meghalaya Frontier, out O i k. 367

K (82,8 563 has been fenced whereas I the

South

fencing. The disparities in border fencing is
ause of the nging terrain
habitations too close to the nal borden

km of the 913 km of the borde:
faarded by the South Bengal Frontier Is riverine,
with Ichamati and Padma serving as the

the two.
The Minisery of Home Affairs report noces that
there have been some problems in the

construction of fencu\g in certain stretches on
this border. While the river and the chars (silt

sometimes the border population resists fencing
as it can create obstacles in accessing their land
close to the international barder.

Whatis the protacol for barder fencing?

The 1975 Joint India-Bangladesh Guidelines for
Border Authorities states that aﬁa the
sdentifiabl,

post will be constructed till t
demarcatior

Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) — had
on erecting fences but are not honouring the
agreements made before August 203

Director General of BSF Daljic Singh.
Chawdhary said even If certain areas are
unfenced along the border, it does not
mnecessaril) that infiltration or othe:
on. He pdn(ed

saps.
technological solutions are used, like flood
Hghes, cameras and drones.

What Hes ahead?
There v.he Corernment onndu [

Trinamool Cor
at a policy level the State governm
there is a need for the border to be fenced. In
Sanmsay 2005, the Weat Bengal Cabines approved
the allacation of 0.9 acres of land in

Karimpur to the BSF for sorting setting up fences.
Despite emcrging in the Malda
Cooch Behar border,
border

guams o both the countries
he!

wvigil and held 643 border meetings
press statement by the BSF stated on Deceml
§ 2024, The issue of border fencing is also likely
o dominate the Director General-level talks
between the BSF and BGB, scheduled to be held
from February 16 to 20.

cm g

Has China achieved a breakthrough in AI?

Dee S‘e«:k.‘ ‘Why has it .shaken up the Al world? Wi h.u lies .lhe;x.l.’

John Xavier Dy m these topics, the bot
claims its lied: “Let’s sor els
Themorysofan | e models lower| As the hype ar:‘;nd Emie met the reality of
n April 2023.a ese censorship, several expei out
High-Flyer, that used Ardficial nmeu.gmm SOosEs the difficulty of building the country.
o
{(AD for trading, set up its own Al Lab, APESC Ly Google’s former CEO and chatrman, Eric
DeepSeek, to build Large 1 . in a talk in October 2023, said: “They
making it ina were late to the party. They didn't get to

Models (LLMs). In less than a year, the Al
D

spin-off x
well on several benchmarks. And when
was

stunned Al companies as it pafarmed far becter
than its predecessor and at a significantly lower

cost than other Chinese LLMs. Subsequently, the
startup launched DeepSeelc i, High Fiyer's

most advanced Al model that was on

performance, at a much

cost for users, jolted the US. tech giants and

spooked investors as they freced that its
would threaten the

current Al leaders like Nvidia.

Is this China’s first foray into AI?
For over two years, San Francisco-based Openal
Al with'its. a4

(GPT) models. The startup’s chatbot penned

human rights violations against Uyghur Muslims.

o
a wide range
of users

Bew rivak The logos of DeepSeek and Openil's ChatGPT on dispiay. AFF.

[Chi.
this [LLM] Al space euly enough”

Then how did DeepSeek enter AI?

As Chinese tech giants trailed, the U.S. tech

titans marched ahead with their advances in
d DAL a

further lowers costs and speeds up
performance, making it even more accessible for
a wide range of users.

How do the two models compare?

score of 75.67
ETY

xeasonLng tasks with a nearly nine-point lead
s compe: it a go-to choice
for complex problem-solving, critical thinking

. mathematics and
data analysis, the competition s tighter

dara analyxis. K1 proves o be

new crop of ‘with its ‘0" series better in ﬂy:l large datasets. One important
that were better than ChatGPT. Almodels | area where Rl fails miserably is on topics
were the scaling These elicit the same

how a
of data when it is giving answers.
However, the

activated for each token. A Mok model uses
“experts~ or sub-models that
in different aspects of language or tasks. Each
expert is activated when It's relevant to a
particular task_ This makes the model more
EMcient, saves resources and spesds up
o the

paper
released on December 26. 2024, DeepSeek-va
‘as trained for 2.78 million GPU hours using
RNevidia's HS0O GPUS. pared to Meta's Liama
3.1 training, which used Nvidia's HI00 chips,
DeepSeek-v3 took 30.8 million GPU hours tesser.

What advantage does DeepSeek’s RI have?

response as 22 the Ernje Bot.

Unlike Ernie, this time around, despite the
reality of Chinese censorship, Dee,
soared in popularicy globally. It has already

loaded app in the U.S. (In India, DeepSeek
&s at the third spot under productivity, followed
by Gmail and ChatGPT apps).

Will this see a rise in smaller models?

While Openal's o4
state-of-the-art Al
of ti

Learning (RL), which can be expensive, the

After seeing early success .
High-Flyer built its most advanced reasoning
models — D and -
that have potentially disrupted the Al industry
by becoming one of the most cast-efficient
models in the market. Compared to OpenAl’s ol,
DeepSeek’s R slashes costs by a staggering 93%

Al without breaking the bank.

thy to run Al tasks faster and cheaper
without relying on third- infr
3 signed to be memory efficient as it

and bl bya
Larger model can be transferred to smaller
i, resulting in better performance.

What's the future of the Al race?

replicate the full range of capabilities or nuances.
of the larger model. While distillation is an
effective tool for transferring existing
knowledge, it may not be the path ©o a majos
AL That means, the need for
GPUs will increase as cammnn ‘busld more
maodels.

which is low for an Al of its calibre. Separately,
by batching the processing of multiple tasks at
once, and leveraging the cloud, this model

From here, more compute power will be
needed for training, running experiments, and
exploring advanced methods for Creating agents.

What citizenship laws do countries follow?

The story so far:

ed
after Donald Tr ssumed office for a

more than 20 States and a federal judge has

blocked it. If it wll
mean that children born to flegal immigrants —
as well as those legally in the U.S. on temporary
visas for study, work or tourism purposes — will
not be eligible for automatic U.S. citizenship. At
least one parent must now be a U.S. citizen or
legal permanent resident, the order says.

What is the history of birthright citizenship?
1ath

vvh.k:h granted n’lixsl;hlp m “a.l.l persons born
or naturalized in the United States. and subject
to the jurisdiction thereof” was enacted in 1866,
against the backdrop of the Givil War which had
Just ended, and was an effort to guarantee equal
civil and legal rights to Black cltizens. It was
meant to

anmmlmorwwlnpmdsmavss d.
which held that enslaved people brought to the

Massive shift: US_ President Donald Trump issues execstive orders in the

Cual Office at the White House in Washington, U.S., on Januany 20, SEUTERS

U.S. and their descendents could not be citizens

of the
‘The principle was challenged in the 1890s, a

time of ris when

Law and. until anti-migrant ba.
decades ago, was implemented in e . and
mast of its former colonies, i ing India.
India offered automatic cisizenship to all those
born on Indian sodl before 1987, Introducing the
1955,

Aﬂ.lnls(e Ballabh Pant said, "lhe
fact of birth in India frvests with It the right of
citizenship in Indsa....we have taken a

view and

Wong Kim Ark, born in the U.S. as the son of
Chiness taticnsle; woen to/viak relatives ka Ci
was denled re-entry into the U.S. on the
gmumis that he was not an American citizen._ In
1598, the Supreme Court upheld his

tisin Mth
the spirit of the times, with the temper an,
atmosphere which we wish to promote in e

civilised world” Three decades later, senl’ilnenws
had changed, in the wake of unrest in Assa
due to from as

establishing that “every cittzen of
 while domicilod here. is within
fringred allegiance and the protection, and
consequently subject 6 the jurisdiction, of the
United St % century later, Mr. Trump
s seaking t contest the court

well as the influx of refugees from Sri Lanka,
following the civil war there. “The time has
come to tighten up our citizenship laws.. We
cannot be generous at the cost of our own
people. at the cost of our own development,”
Union Minister of State for

in his executive order
of those “unlawfully present”.
or whose residence in the U.S. &s “lawful but

temporary*”, are not subject to U.S. jurisdiction.
His supporters rail actice of birth
tourtsm, or anchor babies, where lsn

nationals seek to give birth n the US.. in the
ies will be able to help their
families migrate to the country as well

How d

said P.
Home Affairs, while introducing the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill in the Lok Sabha in 1986.

wWill the order affect Indian
~America once c d
mmi

3 of
sdentity politics as well as political 1slam has led
0 thie lasiee £ Tad afina chbuendiip” savs

The U.S. follows the prlnclple ofjus soli (the
r:gm of s0il), based on geography regardiess of

Mattoo. “It will certainly result in
Fediioed Immigation, both I@!I and ulepl

Of the 47.8 million immigrants living in
U.S. In 2023, 2 8 milll

to
Gehe 7l ngm of blood), which. h gtves
ased on the nationality of the child's parents.
According to the CIA's World Factbook, there are
oty S cousitries shich cxerently enfoaci itie

immigrans have used jus soli as a

sanguinis. Jus soli derives from English

to by
Center. About 145,000 people born in India are
arrived in the US. in 2022,

are also waiting for employment based green
For many of them, Mr. Trump' solder

comes as a blow. Reports have eme:

dozens of pregnant women on temporary vEu

seeking to give birth prematurely before the

order comes into effect, so their children can be

bornas US.

—+




Has China achieved a breakthrough in AI?

When was DeepSeek launched? What does it claim to do better than existing players? How does it

compare with OpenAlI? Why was the earlier Chinese Al chatbot, the Ernie bot, not as successful as

DeepSeek? Why has it shaken up the Al world? What lies ahead?

John Xavier

The story so far:
n April 2023, a Chinese hedge fund,
High-Flyer, that used Artificial Intelligence
(AD) for trading, set up its own Al lab,
DeepSeek, to build Large Language
Models (LLMs). In less than a year, the Al
spin-off developed DeepSeek-v2 that performed
well on several benchmarks. And when
DeepSeek-v3 was launched in December, it
stunned Al companies as it performed far better
than its predecessor and at a significantly lower
cost than other Chinese LLMs. Subsequently, the
start-up launched DeepSeek-R1, High-Flyer’s
most advanced reasoning Al model that was on
par with OpenAI’s ol model on several metrics.
RI’s leading performance, at a much reduced
cost for users, jolted the U.S. tech giants and
spooked investors as they fretted that its
emergence would threaten the dominance of
current Al leaders like Nvidia.

Is this China’s first foray into AI?

For over two years, San Francisco-based OpenAl
dominated Al with its Generative Pre-Trained
(GPT) models. The startup’s chatbot penned
poems, wrote long-format stories, found bugs in
code, and helped search the Internet (albeit with
a cut off date). In March 2023, Baidu received
the government’s approval to launch its Al
chatbot, Ernie bot. Ernie was touted as China’s
answer to ChatGPT after the bot received over
30 million user sign-ups within a day of its
launch. But the initial euphoria around Ernie
gradually ebbed as the bot fumbled and dodged
questions about China’s President Xi Jinping, the
Tiananmen Square crackdown and alleged
human rights violations against Uyghur Muslims.

DeepSeek
claims its
models lower
costs and
speed up
performance,
making it
accessible to
a wide range
of users

New rival: The logos of DeepSeek and OpenAl’s ChatGPT on display. AFP

In response to questions on these topics, the bot
replied: “Let’s talk about something else.”

As the hype around Ernie met the reality of
Chinese censorship, several experts pointed out
the difficulty of building LLMs in the country.
Google’s former CEO and chairman, Eric
Schmidt, in a talk in October 2023, said: “They
[China] were late to the party. They didn’t get to
this [LLM] Al space early enough.”

Then how did DeepSeek enter AI?

As Chinese tech giants trailed, the U.S. tech
titans marched ahead with their advances in
LLMs. Microsoft-backed OpenAl cultivated a
new crop of reasoning bots with its ‘O’ series
that were better than ChatGPT. These Al models
were the first to introduce inference-time scaling
— how an Al model handles increasing amounts
of data when it is giving answers.

However, the Chinese quant fund High-Flyer’s
DeepSeek shook the tech world with its
Mixture-of-Experts (MoE) model, DeepSeek-v3,
that was pre-trained on 14.8 trillion tokens with
671 billion parameters of which 37 billion are
activated for each token. A MoE model uses
different “experts” or sub-models that specialise
in different aspects of language or tasks. Each
expert is activated when it’s relevant to a
particular task. This makes the model more
efficient, saves resources and speeds up
processing. According to the technical paper
released on December 26, 2024, DeepSeek-v3
was trained for 2.78 million GPU hours using
Nvidia’s H800 GPUs. Compared to Meta’s Llama
3.1 training, which used Nvidia’s H100 chips,
DeepSeek-v3 took 30.8 million GPU hours lesser.

What advantage does DeepSeek’s R1 have?
After seeing early success in DeepSeek-v3,
High-Flyer built its most advanced reasoning
models — DeepSeek-R1-Zero and DeepSeek-R1 —
that have potentially disrupted the Al industry
by becoming one of the most cost-efficient
models in the market. Compared to OpenAlI’s ol,
DeepSeek’s Rl slashes costs by a staggering 93%
per API call. This is a huge advantage for
businesses and developers looking to integrate
Al without breaking the bank.

The savings don’t stop there. Unlike older
models, R1 can run on high-end local computers
— 50, there’s no need for costly cloud services or
dealing with pesky rate limits. This gives users
the freedom to run Al tasks faster and cheaper
without relying on third-party infrastructure.
Plus, R1is designed to be memory efficient as it
requires only a portion of RAM to operate,
which is low for an Al of its calibre. Separately,
by batching the processing of multiple tasks at
once, and leveraging the cloud, this model

further lowers costs and speeds up
performance, making it even more accessible for
a wide range of users.

How do the two models compare?

While DeepSeek’s R1 may not be quite as
advanced as OpenAl’s 03, it is almost on par
with ol on several metrics. According to
benchmark data on both models on LiveBench,
when it comes to overall performance, the ol
edges out R1 with a global average score of 75.67
compared to the Chinese model’s 71.38.
OpenAl’s ol continues to perform well on
reasoning tasks with a nearly nine-point lead
against its competitor, making it a go-to choice
for complex problem-solving, critical thinking
and language-related tasks.

When it comes to coding, mathematics and
data analysis, the competition is tighter.
Specifically, in data analysis, R1 proves to be
better in analysing large datasets. One important
area where R fails miserably is on topics
censored in China. These elicit the same
response as the Ernie Bot.

Unlike Ernie, this time around, despite the
reality of Chinese censorship, DeepSeek’s R1 has
soared in popularity globally. It has already
surpassed major competitors like ChatGPT,
Gemini, and Claude to become the number one
downloaded app in the U.S. (In India, DeepSeek
is at the third spot under productivity, followed
by Gmail and ChatGPT apps).

Will this see a rise in smaller models?
While OpenAT’s 04 continues to be the
state-of-the-art Al model in the market, it is only
amatter of time before other models could take
the lead in building super intelligence.
DeepSeek, through its distillation process,
shows that it can effectively transfer the
reasoning patterns of larger models onto smaller
models. This means, instead of training smaller
models from scratch using Reinforcement
Learning (RL), which can be expensive, the
knowledge and reasoning abilities acquired by a
larger model can be transferred to smaller
models, resulting in better performance.

What’s the future of the Al race?
While distillation could be a powerful method
for enabling smaller models to achieve high
performance, it has its limits. For instance, a
distilled model, tied to the “teacher” model, will
face the same limitations of the larger models.
Also, distilled models may not be able to
replicate the full range of capabilities or nuances
of the larger model. While distillation is an
effective tool for transferring existing
knowledge, it may not be the path to a major
paradigm shift in AL That means, the need for
GPUs will increase as companies build more
powerful, intelligent models.

From here, more compute power will be
needed for training, running experiments, and
exploring advanced methods for creating agents.




DeepSeek, a Chinese Al hedge fund-backed firm, was launched in April 2023

to compete in the Al industry.

o 3IgAIF, TH Al IS ¥ BE-AAFAT B, AT 2023 A IS IGAT A GfawqH
A F AT qw 7 78 4

It aims to develop Al models and Large Language Models (LLMs) similar to
OpenAl’s ChatGPT.

o THFT 32T ANUATANE F A F AW UIHE AlSA HR I3 HNT ASA (LLM)
fasfaa &3 2

DeepSeek has outperformed Chinese Al models and even performed better

than some U.S. competitors.

. A F AN TaE AtsEt B NS o3 R ¥ R Fo IARE sl @ sh
dga] el fFar §



DeepSeek vs OpenAl | 39T FATH NITTINTS

OpenAl has dominated the Al space for years, with its ChatGPT setting global standards.

¢ IYATITE auf A TS AT H vl Wr T, 3T syFHT deadidr ARTF ATHT F
TRT T T@T ¢

China’s earlier Al chatbot, Ernie Bot (by Baidu), failed to match ChatGPT’s efficiency.
+ dleT FT U FT TS Jedie, Tl dic (3F @RI, ASHAMIET @ gatar @ AT 78t
T bl

DeepSeek-R1 showed reasoning skills similar to OpenAl’s model but at a much lower cost.

. m-m1#mmﬂﬁa$ma#mwﬁaaﬁaﬁma§3am
AT X



« Key Features of DeepSeek | STqdis &Y Bricc) CRAGIL
* V' High reasoning capabilities, rivaling OpenAl’s ChatGPT.

3T dF &THCT, S MNIAUINTE & de iy & =T gl
v More cost-efficient, reducing API costs by 93% compared to OpenAl.
« TAF ATI-FAA, HIACHS I Tl H THHE ARTT F 93% Th
HH FIAT 81°
v Utilizes NVIDIA’s H800 GPUs instead of restricted H100 chips.

- TAGIFSAT & w800 S &1 IuANr Fam 8, it wfaefda w100 fRrew
F QAFeT & & 7 2

v Trained with 1.48 trillion tokens, improving inference efficiency.

-+ 1.48 RfeTeT d&ver & w1 wif@a, S aF qatar # guR @ g



« Competition and Al Race | IfaEaeT 3 1 A

* DeepSeek-3 ranks higher in global Al performance metrics,
surpassing OpenAl in some areas.

» Audis-3 dRaw g yoiw ARTw # 3 vuw w §, 3R T
&1 # 3uAwsns F i IS oI g9+ B

* Chinese Al models traditionally lag behind due to government
censorship.

o« AT THIS AST AHAGR W TWHR WRRAT & FRoT Wes I 81



* DeepSeek’s rise indicates China’s ambition to dominate the Al

industry, 31w FT IHIAT el T TS 3T H TIEq HI
FEcaTHIaT ST aTar 2l

* It still faces challenges in competing with advanced Al models from

the U.S. and Europe. ¥ 3reft &ff 3raAR&T 3N T & 371a
TS Asell & gfaequt & 7 gAlfaat 1 qee # @1 8



* Future of Al Development | T3S Q&I T &1 sfasT

« @ Smaller Al models could be the future, focusing on efficiency
rather than sheer power.

+ BIC TS Alsd AiasT g Fa §, S Fad AfFd & TG
Z&TdT YT €41 dfgd Fa

@ China’s censorship policies might slow down its Al industry’s
global reach.

%ﬂﬂaﬁmsﬁﬁmmummaﬁmqﬁaﬁ
AT T FFhAr T



« @ DeepSeek has positioned itself as a low-cost alternative to
expensive Al models.

- SIqHIF A G N A THE Hisell & fAT T FA AR arel
ReeT & ¥ & TaiRa &Far B
© More countries may develop Al models to reduce dependency
on U.S.-based technology.

- 3TfOF o IANA dFelld W 3T 7 F F Qv g
Alsd AT F FHS T
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LDF, UDF slam Suresh
‘casteist’ remark

Gopi's

STATES » PAGE 3

VALVE MALFUNCTION

ISRO unable
to raise orbit
of navigation

satellite

FinsT sTER
U.K. to criminalise use
of Al child abuse tools

the Union Budget

M

EDITORIAL » PAGE 8

lany of the measures
lack rounded strategies

REIGH CONTINUES
India retains women’s
under-19 World Cup

SPORT » PAGE 16

overseas assets
worth ¥16,000 cr

NEW DELIE
From large tracts of land and
residential premises to
commercial properties and

ounts, overseas assets
valued close to 216,000 crore
across 16 foreign jurisdictions
were attached or frozen in the
recent past by the Enforcement
Directorate in more than 30
cases. » PAGE 4

AAP chief asks EC
for independent
observers

NEW DELIE
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP] chiet
Arvind Kegriwal on Sunday
wrote to the Election
Commission {EC) to appoint
independent observers in his
Pew Dethi Assemily
constituency, alleging attacks
on his party workers ahead of
the Assembly election on
February S » PAGE 5

first foreign visit

PANAMA CITY
us. State Marco

Tax cut will boost slow1ng economy: Centre

‘s wisdom! Finance Secretary says taxpayers will help by
wealth increases wealth’

Advocating ‘trust in the
all kinds of engir .lubcﬁred. ibuti
5 ple's whatever
NEW DELHI they want to do. It will
come back the econo-
he Centres decl- my will get >
sion to slash the in- said, adding that “distri-
come tax payer's buting wealth increases
hurdell was almed at ad- we The Centre I
ssing some “ang=t” that  forgo €1 Iakh crore by mak-

it had noticed &’ recent
months as well as to give a
fllip to the economy’s wea-

kening growth impulses
with a broad-based boost

tion multiplier...
state of economy that we
have . it requires all
kinde o i

Paally e trsting he peo

ome:
15 fakh tax free and rojie.
ging tax slabs and rates.

*Unfathomable spur”
Mr. Pandey told The Hindu

“The fact is that there
was also angst, which I
think the government not-
iced. The second is also the
economic reason [slow-
downl. This is a good and a

deal.” he said.

“Yif the money comes to

T

arelief and it is also

saving, or i

NEW DELY

rnment, it will be

the
put in a certain way. If the
money goes back to peo-
ple, the money & distribu-
d in a more equitable way
and 1 will explain why. If |
give the money to you, you
have three choices.

mucl 0T road-
based and not just be in

the
growth engines of (!vv" lnd .md .)d-ln-\«
the slowdown ¢

steel and
pointed out.
If people choose to save
instead of consuming, that
would also help, as India's
savings rate needs to g0 up
Smit bk dayicides v s
0 support credit

fows to critical segments
such as micro, small and
medium enterprises
(\|smk.s) the Finance Se-

T TRird. you may choose

cement,” he

the buresucrats. » PAGE 5

he says the

i orbow much this

consumption plus invest-

In some cases. In
either case, in the current
situation that we are here,
whatever you would do, it

¢ in the current state requires
vs the official; he adds the reduction in tax aimed at addressing the ‘angst” among the people

the slowdown con-
o> the Finance

ing they “reflect inadeq-

to invest directly. Have we
forgotten about household
investments? Millions of
houses are being made or
rebuilt by people on their
own across small towns.
ey alin s sncsny ok

der things o own,
5t a contractor 1o o butid 06
rebuild their o es.

That is how it used to be
and still is in many places,”
Bir Pandey

Asked if there was an as-

private investments, sav-
ings will boost bank depo-
sits, and so on, he
explained.

“So it Is a relief and it is

gines of d

uate

“Our effective capital ex-
penditure is kept at 21548
lakh crore, not just the
211.21 lakh crore to be di-

sector firms, so total capex
is about €20 lakh crore,” he
explaine

MORE REPORTS ON
»PAGES 8,9 813

260 Myanmar refugees
take shelter in Manipur

NEW DELHI

As civil war rages in Myan-
mar, securlry agencies are
verd reports of
death of a Manipuri youth
in the neighbouring coun-

dose

try and keeping a
watch on its impact on eth-
Blc-strife hie Manipur.
olanuary | 27
around 26 refu-
gees have ke shelcer in
india along the Moreh bor-
der in Manipur, a defence

Rubio is meeting Panama's
President on Sunday on the
opening stop of his first foreign

the US. » PAGE 14

on Sunday.

“Temporary refuge’
Since January 9, amid air
strikes by Myanmar mili-

to the Manipur border in
batches.
Defence sources said

Since January 9,
amid air strikes by

ficlal said there have been
reports of tribal KukiZo
penple also being killed in

_military.

streaming into
arcas close to the

many as 261 refugees ar-
rived,

deaths of Manipuri youth
may be exaggerated as part
o= propaganda to glorify
he insurgent groups.
A senior government of-

but nothing has
been substantiated so far.

Last week, hundreds at-
funeral a
member of the d Pe-

banne
ople’s Liberation Army in
Imphal East’s Andro.

Banned outfit

PLA is & banned Mektel in-

surgent outfit wl

pouses secession of Sani-
r. The Union Home

mmsn—y in 2024 extended

elght insur-
genl ‘eroups Including the
Revolutionary People's

nary
Front, of which PLA & an

armed wing, for another
fve yeass.

CADRE KILLED
» PAGE 4

Safety first

Crowd contret: man: taking 2 Gip at the Sangam shead of the ‘Basant Panchami Amr Snan’
uring the ongoing Maha Kumbh in Prayagra) on Sunday. 5T (RESORT of »

Trump slaps 25% tariff on imports from Canada,
Mexico; additional 10% duty for Chinese goods

PALM BEACH

US. President Donald

illegal au
5. The move sparked
promises of retaliation. C:
ian and N ex

additional 10% tariff.

lowing low-value imports
from the three countries to
enter the U.S. duty-free.

Mr. Trump invoked the
International Emergency
%

Economic Powers Act in
imposing the tariffs, with
the White House saying
“the extraordinary threat
posed by illegal aliens and
drugs, including deadly

'l'he aim s at holding all
ries “accounta-
iy promises of
halting illegal immigraion
st ng poisonous
fenl.’nny'l and other drugs
our
country™, the \wme House
added

“Trump said on Sun-

day “ihat Americans may
el economic “pain from

Bl canie on key trading

partners, but
would

Canadian Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau — who
ith Ms. Sheinbaum

— separately said his coun-
try would hit back with
25% levies of its own on se-
lect American goods worth
Can$155 billion (USSI06.6
billion), with a first-round
on Tuesday followed by a

&
will stand up for Canada,

The Us. President

impores fros

platform. “But
Make

America
Again, and it will all be
worth the price that must
be paid~

China's Commerce Mi-

ington at the World Trade
Organization.

™ the three countries to enter the U.S. duty-free. a5

Mexican President Clau-

for Cana-
oy Jjobs,” he said, warn-
ing of a fracture in long-
sanding Canada-U1S.iex

nion in-

that her country would im-
pose retallatory tariffs.

Ms. Sheinbaum said she
had t0ld her Economy Mi-

ing on, which includes ta-
fiff and non-tarf mea-
sures In defence of
Mexico's interests.”

slned sunday it o e

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 14 15

Revised tariff structure will
correct bad optics, says govt.

¥ikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

The latest round of import

structure, top govern)
oa-cms told The Hindu on

Such high tariffs have
ted to criticism of the sort
by U.S. President
Donald Trump, who has of-
ton clubbed thelia with Chi-
na as a “tariff abuser

While India’s peak cus-
tom duty rate & now 70%,
the import duties on the
top 30 items exported by
the U.S. to India — led by
crude petroleum, coking
mal. aeraplnnes and I

uefied natural gas —

High tariffs have
often led to criticism
of India be

minimal, in the range of ze-
ro to 7.5%, the Central

san]ny Kum.ar Agar

high-
Fiff country~, Mr. Agarwal
emphasised.

Even as Mr. Trump has
notified higher tariffs on
impores from Canada. Chi-

and Mexico, Indian offi-

clals are learnt to have rea-
died a fact-sheet laying out
the country’s tariffs on key
US. products, some of
which have been slashed
further in the Budget. This
could be presented to
erican _ counterparts
through diplomatic chan-
nels. Finance Secretary Tu-
hin Kanta Pandey, who al-
50 leads the Department of
Revenue, asserted that the
government was “autono-

nounced in the last Budget.
“We have finished the
pe.‘k rates of 150%, 125%,
%, 40%, 35%. 30%,
25%. Those rate slabs are
gone. It’s an indication to
both — our industry, as well
as to the world — that we
are not a high tariff nation.
Our average tariff has
come down to 10.6%,” he
said.

amx




Trump slaps 25% tariff on imports from Canada,
Mexico; additional 10% duty for Chinese goods

Agence France-Presse
PALM BEACH

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Saturday an-
nounced broad tariffs on
trading partners Canada,
Mexico and China, claim-
ing a “major threat” from
illegal immigration and
drugs. The move sparked
promises of retaliation. Ca-
nadian and Mexican ex-
ports to the U.S. will face a
25% tariff starting Tuesday,
although energy resources
from Canada will have a
lower 10% levy.

Goods from China,
which already face various
rates of duties, will see an
additional 10% tariff.

Mr. Trump’s orders also
suspended exemptions al-
lowing low-value imports
from the three countries to
enter the U.S. duty-free.

Mr. Trump invoked the
International Emergency

Economic Powers Act in
imposing the tariffs, with
the White House saying
“the extraordinary threat
posed by illegal aliens and
drugs, including deadly
fentanyl, constitutes a na-
tional emergency”.

The aim is at holding all
three countries “accounta-
ble to their promises of
halting illegal immigration
and stopping poisonous
fentanyl and other drugs
from flowing into our
country”, the White House
added.

Mr. Trump said on Sun-
day that Americans may
feel economic “pain” from
his tariffs on key trading
partners, but argued it
would be “worth the
price” to secure U.S. inter-
ests. “Will there be some
pain? Yes, maybe (and
maybe not!)” Trump wrote
Sunday morning in all-caps
on his Truth Social media

)

i

The U.S. President also suspended exemptions allowing low-value
imports from the three countries to enter the U.S. duty-free. AFp

platform. “But we will
Make America Great
Again, and it will all be
worth the price that must
be paid.”

China’s Commerce Mi-
nistry said in a statement it
would take “correspond-
ing countermeasures” and
file a claim against Wash-
ington at the World Trade
Organization.

Mexican President Clau-
dia Sheinbaum announced
that her country would im-
pose retaliatory tariffs.

Ms. Sheinbaum said she
had told her Economy Mi-
nister “to implement Plan
B that we have been work-
ing on, which includes ta-
riff and non-tariff mea-
sures in defence of
Mexico’s interests.”

Canadian Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau — who
spoke with Ms. Sheinbaum
— separately said his coun-
try would hit back with
25% levies of its own on se-
lect American goods worth
Can$155 billion (US$106.6
billion), with a first-round
on Tuesday followed by a
second one in three weeks.

“We are certainly not
looking to escalate. But we
will stand up for Canada,
for Canadians, for Cana-
dian jobs,” he said, warn-
ing of a fracture in long-
standing Canada-U.S. ties.

The European Union in-
sisted Sunday it would re-
taliate “firmly” if U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump hit it
with tariffs, as Brussels de-
cried his sweeping mea-
sures against Canada, Mex-
ico, and China.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 14 & 15



e U.S. President Donald Trump announced broad tariffs on Canada, Mexico, and China,
citing a “major threat” from illegal immigration and drugs.m TI'VQ'CIﬁ' SidTes
a%m,ﬂ%mﬁaﬁtiﬁawmmmaﬁmaﬁ,m

YarHe AR Aefiel gamst @ ScUe ‘93 @A FT garenm &d g

e Canadian and Mexican exports to the U.S. will face a 25% tariff, while Canadian energy
resources will have a lower 10% levy.

» FATST IR ATFFH T 3ARNFT F @ are FAT W 25% TNE w99, s9fF
HATST & FoAT FATAT TN 10% T FH T H HT =T ST

* Chinese goods, which already face high tariffs, will see an additional 10% duty.iﬁFl' |

Yot arel AT, ST 98l A & 3T &T & ¢NE &T AT T W] &, 39 W
HfARFT 10% Yok AT AT



* Trump justified the tariffs by invoking the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, citing the threat posed by illegal immigration
and fentanyl.

+ TY o HARTSE MUTdShTeileT 3T+ aiFaar sfafaas (IEEPA)
FT gATAT & g¢ cR® FI 3T 3eT, A yara= 3R
PEASA ¥ 3c00d Al I YHE FROT =TI



The White House stated that Trump acknowledged that the

the tariffs aim to hold the three tariffs could cause economic
countries accountable for hardship but insisted that it
controlling illegal immigration would be “worth the price” to
and preventing drug smuggling. protect U.S. interests.
4 ) 4 )
SBIST T3H o &l & 3T SNwY <9 of AT fF 57 SNEY A
FT 3642F Fo4 died 2AT &I 3rder i+ FisaEar g a&d &,
yarE # A w3k dAfheT 3egia SR aHT FgT &
AeF gerdt Fr aEHN F AFA 3ARF Al f @ F AT I7
¥ fAT Saredg o B “Hed IFA TS 3

A / \_ /




Canada’s Response | shdlTsT

$r gfafsrar

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau announced a
25% counter-tariff on selected
American goods worth
CanS$155 billion.

Trudeau warned that this
move could lead to a
“fracture” in U.S.-Canada
relations.

o« FAST & FUAAAN FAfees 3 o IARNF 3Rl W
25% Srardl SR e F N A, FEA Fo
AT Fersrs $155 faferaa gref

« T3 A Adraelt & F I§ FEH IANSFT-FaA13T e A
“GIR” 3T HHT gl



* Mexico’s Response | AfFaear i yfafear

* Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum announced that her country
would impose retaliatory tariffs.

- #AfFger Y Tseufa FaEar diqas S givom v & 3qT o0
Saredt RNE e

* She stated that her administration had been working on a plan,
including both tariff and non-tariff measures.

+ 3ol Fgl & ITh THER TFH AT W FIH T @) 8, oraa
mmmmmmam%
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China’s Response | e T gfafewar

China’s Commerce Ministry stated that it would take
“corresponding countermeasures” and file a complaint against
the U.S. at the WTO.

o i & TOST ATGT o Fel & I§ “@AT yfqaeh HA” Iomwenm ik
IARFT & P @927 AR Garea (WT0) H RAFr—Id gof FHI3m|

D. European Union’s Stance | ﬂ@'cﬂ'ﬂ' g 1 =ufa

The European Union also announced that it would retaliate
“firmly” if the U.S. imposed tariffs.

« TNNT wa A Y Ao A F PR ARFT RE FemwIn A gF “FOR
yfcrener Sam|




Economic and Political Impact | Trade tensions between the U.S.

s 3R TeEhfas gyae and its allies could escalate, leading

to economic disruptions.

o 3ANST 3T 39F FEAE g2
& dr gII® d<9 98
F&hdr g, oaa nfds
HTRYTAT 39+ & Hhdl g



Potential negative impact on global supply chains,
particularly in energy, technology, and consumer

goods.dfRa+ 3mqfd &[EIT"lT WX gHIAd dThRIcHS
g1a, faw ®7 & Fat1, v 3R suaEar
qEIIT Al

Political analysts suggest that Trump’s move is a
strategic move aimed at bolstering domestic

support ahead of elections.TSTefae AT
FT AT ¢ T T T 9§ FH APMA Forat
¥ 9gd B AL o 1 0 @1 e

gl
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Starmer hails ‘real pro;

eSS’ on

U.K.-Germanvy ties at Scholz talks

~

Prirne Minister Keir Starmer on Sunday hailed “real progress® in the
otat

UK

a5 he hosted

Schoiz for talks, with Ukraine high on the agenda. Mr. Starmer will

become

the first UK. premeer since

Brexit to sttend 3 European

Council gathering as part of his reses of relations with Europe. A==

RIvADN

New Syria leader meets Saudi

crown prince on first forei

o

Syria's interim President Muhammed ai-Jolani fAhmed al-Sharas]
met with Saud| crown prince and de facto ruler Mohammed bin

EHRAN

Iran unveils new ballistic missile
that can travel upto 1.700

~

tran re

mEuTERS

its new ballistic missile, Etemad, that can travel 1,700

b, ntveilog & s an auent kbendiad ko Praskdan bissotid
P

o

atellites were a0

their war-ravaged nation and revive Its econony. A

Reovalk 2e vl ns Cpdmad verslons of the Pars-1 and Pars 2. 46

TOKYO
Japan

n

Japan's space agency said on Sunday it successfully Isunched 3

navigation satellite o Its new flagship H3 rocket as the country

secks to have a more precise location pasitioning system of its own.
from the

The H3 rocket

Space Centerona

Japanese isand. ar

EU vows to
‘respond
firmly” if
targeted

BRUSSELS

The European Union on
Sunday blasted U.S. Prest
dent  Donal Trump's
Sweeping tariffs on Cana:
da, Mexico and China, and
said the 27-nation bloc
would hit back “Grmly~ if
targeted.
= European Uni;
regrecs the LS. decision to
impose tariffs on Canada,
Mexico, and China.” said a

sary
and

Fentanyl is U.S. problem, says
China as it denounces

Beijing to chall

e Trump's tariff at lhe WTO and mk'_- ‘countermeasures’ in

it has carried out

ive antir

BEUING

sunday  de-
the

ports while leaving
r open for talks with
the U.S. that could avoid a

“countermea-
sures” in response to the
levy, which takes effect on
Tuesday, the Finance and
< sadd.

ly imposes tariffs on EU
goods™.

The sesponse stopped
short of the immediate es-

Same rutebook: Begng had previously fled lawsuits 3t T
3EAINST EU'S tariffs on Chinese-made etectric wehiles. RE

Galation that had marked
China's showdow
With Mr. Trump in his frst
term as

riously violates” interna-
tonal

in response:
with the US and achieved results

S

China says

symbeolic move that Befjing
has also against ta-
1iffs on Chinese-made e

tric vehicles by the Buro-
pean Union.

China’s sharpest push-
back on Sunday was over
fentanyl, an area where the
administration Mr.
Trump's predecessor, Joe
Biden, had also been urg-
ing Beljing to crack down
on shipments of the China-

Rubio in Panama for talks as
Trump seeks return of Canal

PANAMA CITY

U.S. Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio is meeting Pana-
ma’s President on Sunday
on the opening stop of his
first foreign trip as Ameri-
ca’s top diplomat as Presi-
dent Domald Trump In-
Crenses thia pressure Gn
Washington's neighbours
and allies, lndudlng a de-
mand for ¢ ma Ca-

nal to be to the
u.s.

A day after Mr. Trump
announced he was impos-

needed to manufacture the

“Fentanyl is America's
problem,” China's Foreign
Ministry said. “The Chi-
nese side has carried out

China's Commerce Mi-

(onperanon
a hw.mu with the
WTO would a largely

cooperation with the Unit-
ed States and achieved re-
markabl 5.~

mg major 1 ada

Mexico, Mr. Rubio was
Son ot pestiaps s kess ot
frontational and more di-
plomatic_approach. After
talks with President José

the object of Mr. Trump’s
intense interest

AMr. Mulino has said

terests such sgration
combating  drug
trafficking.

Panama has said there will be no negotiation
wath the U.S. awer ownership of the canal. ase

Br. Rubio will be press-

ing Mr. Trump’s top focus
- mmng fllegal smmigra-
don — said he

il be brlnglng the mes-
sage that the US. wants to
reclaim control over the

ma Canal despite in-

China's growing influence
in the hemisphere_

‘Against the Right”

People protest against the migration plans

Asternative for Germany

propased by the Christian Democratic Union party leader Friedrich Merz and the far-night
party [AFD} in Berlin on Sunday. Mr. Merz i the frontrunner for the Chancellor's post in Germay.

. RELTERS.

UK. to introduce laws against Al tools
used to generate sexual abuse images

LONDON

Britain will become the
first country to introduce
laws against Al tools used
to generate sexual abuse
tmages. government
announced lar n
Sarurday.
The government will
make it illegal to possess.
create or distribute Al tools
designed to generate sex-
lised images of children,
pumsname by up to five

years in prison, interior
minister Cooper
revealed.

1t will also be illegal to

possess Al “paedophile

manuals” which teach peo-

ple how to use Al to sexual-

Iy abuse children, punisha-

ble by up to three years in
cm

The UK. government will make it dlegai to create or distribute Al
tools designed to generate sexualised images of children. FLE PHOTO

prison. she said.
“This is a real disturbing
phenomenon. Online child
sexual abuse material is
growing, but o the
srooming of children and
teenagers
what’s now heppenlng is

that Al is putting this on
steroids.” Interior Minister

Yvette Cooper told sky
News on Sunday.
She said were

and it's also meaning that

they are manipulating im-
ages of children and then
wsing them to draw and to
blackmail young people in-
o further abuse. It's just
the most vile of crimes.”
she added.

The new law would in-
clude banning “some of
the Al models being used

for child * the Minis-
ter said. ~Other countries
are not yes this, but 1
hope everyone clse will fol-
low,” she added.

The new laws will also
criminalise ~predators

who run websites designed
for other paedophiles to
share vile child sexual
abuse content or advice on

years in prison. said the
government.

Moscow, Kyiv
trade blame
over boarding
school attack
Ass?daltd Press
Competin,

3
emerged over a dead!y ar
tack on a boarding school

under Ukrainian control
for five months, with Uk-
raine Russia accusing
each other of carrying ou
strike.

The General Staff of Uk-

wu.h 84 people rescued by

Netanyahu to discuss
‘Hamas victory’ with
Trump on U.S. visit

TEL AVIV

israeli Prime Minister Ben-

= m,
the White House will be
M Trump's first with a fo-

begin the daunting work of
brokering the next phase

Benjamin Netanyafu

Two killed,
buildings
destroyed in
West Bank
Agence France-Presse
JENIN

The Isracli military said &
had destroyed “several

“As part of the operation
to thwart terrorism... the
=4

as of
imprisoned by Israel.

An fsraeli airstirike on a
vehicle in central Gaza
wound rsons on

who was in critical condi-

rrom the rubble of the

kﬂ tan President Vo-
lodymyr | Zelenslyy . said
that Moscow had bombed
the boarding school where

ofa

wind down the 15 noath
war in the Gaza Strip
release dozens of mll‘l:xm
held hostages._

Hamas, which has reas-

civilians were

evacuated to medical facili-
ties in Ukralne.

The Russian Ministry of
Defence claimed in the ear-
Iy hours of Sunday thar it
was Ukrainian forces that
had ssile

serted its control over Gaza
since o0k
hold last month, has sasd it
will not release the hostag-

withdrawal  of lsraeli
forces.

Gaza strike

Mr. Netanyahu is under

strike on the school, saying
that the missiles were
launched from Ukraine's
Sumy region.

Meanwhile, the death
toll from a Russian missile
apartment

block in the Ukrainian city

of Poltava on Saturday rose
dren, local officials said on
Sunday.

17 persons were injured
in the attack on five-

in the Kharkiv region,
gional Gov. Oleh bynlehu-
bov said on Sun.

farright governing partn-
ers to resume the war after
the first phase ends in ear-
Iy March. He has said Israel

in the militants’ Oct. 7.
2023, attack that triggered
the war.

Mr. Trump has been a

East [West Asia] and took
credit for helping to broker
the ceasefire agreement.

deal has paused the
fighting and led to the re-
lease of 18 hostages as well

tion, to al-Awda
Hospital. which

) recently des-
troyed several buildings in
Jenin,” the military said in

as terrorist infrastructure”.
Palestinian offictal news
agency WAFA said Israell

the casualties. Israel's mili-
tary said i fired on the veh-

ment.

1In a statement ahead of

rture, Mr. Neta-
he

Including Hamas.

achieve a remarkable era
of through
strength.~

The war began when
thousands of Hamas-led

militants  stormed  into
southern israel. killing
some 1,200 p . mostly
civilians, taking
around 2 E

war has killed over 47.000
Palestinians, more than
half or them women and

childres
R )

forces dec-
onated about 20 busldi
in the eastern part of jenin

heard throughout Jentn ci-
ty and parts of the neigh-
bouring towns

The Isracli military
ed a major offensive
in the West last
month dubbed “Iron Wall~

the Jenin area. which has
long been a hotbed of
‘militanc:

The Palestinian Health
Ministry meanwhile said
that the Israeli military
killed two individuals in
separate incidents of Israe-
i gunfire in the West Bank

on A

The ministry said that a
73-year-old man was killed
by Israeli gunfire in the Je-
nin refugee camp, adjacent
to the city.

said, confirming his name
as Mohammed Amjad Ha-

anx

-+




UK. to introduce laws against Al tools
used to generate sexual abuse images

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Britain will become the
first country to introduce
laws against Al tools used
to generate sexual abuse
images, the government
announced late on
Saturday.

The government will
make it illegal to possess,
create or distribute Al tools
designed to generate sex-
ualised images of children,
punishable by up to five
years in prison, interior
minister Yvette Cooper
revealed.

It will also be illegal to
possess Al “paedophile
manuals” which teach peo-
ple how to use Al to sexual-
ly abuse children, punisha-
ble by up to three years in

CM

The U.K. government will make it illegal to create or distribute Al
tools designed to generate sexualised images of children. FILE PHOTO

prison, she said.

“This is a real disturbing
phenomenon. Online child
sexual abuse material is
growing, but also the
grooming of children and
teenagers online. And
what’s now happening is

that Al is putting this on
steroids,” Interior Minister
Yvette Cooper told Sky
News on Sunday.

She said Al tools were
making it easier for perpe-
trators “to groom children,
and it’s also meaning that

they are manipulating im-
ages of children and then
using them to draw and to
blackmail young people in-
to further abuse. “It’s just
the most vile of crimes,”
she added.

The new law would in-
clude banning “some of
the Al models being used
for child abuse,” the Minis-
ter said. “Other countries
are not yet doing this, but I
hope everyone else will fol-
low,” she added.

The new laws will also
criminalise “predators
who run websites designed
for other paedophiles to
share vile child sexual
abuse content or advice on
how to groom children,”
punishable by up to ten
years in prison, said the
government.




Become

Make

Face up

Britain will become the first
country to introduce laws
against Al tools used to
generate sexual abuse images,
the government announced.

« TSIEsT U3TS ol T 3TN aleh TleT
NYOT T & AAT FeATar IR Ffaaer
SI3TTeT el Tgoll ST STeA3TT, TN of
I "IYOTT S|

The law will make it illegal to
possess, create, or distribute
Al tools designed to generate

sexualised images of children.

* TG o]l STl sl AleT SchiseT &
et siaal aa= & fore Bamgs
fehT 91T TIHTS ot ol TG, ST,
T fAARA AT 31 a7 2o |

Violators will face up to five
years in prison, according to
Interior Minister Yvette
Cooper.

* IEHA JAT TR & AR, 5
ShleTel ST Seoltlel shlel dTell &bl U
Tl cIeh ol STl &1 Thall ¢ |




The law will also ban Al
“paedophile manuals” that
teach people how to use Al for

child abuse.

J




* Possessing such manuals will be
punishable by up to three years in

prison.¥H AT @A 9T dieT 91
d& Y I & Fhdr B

* Websites facilitating child abuse through
Al will also be criminalised, with
penalties extending up to ten years in
prison.

- TS & ATEYH A a1 MIOT HY
dgIdl ool dTell dadTSel &1 T 3rurer
T &Far smeen, iR Rt #
S UTel d&h T HolT & dhd! gl

L




* Government's Justification | HI{PIX I GED

* “This is a real disturbing phenomenon,” said Yvette Cooper. “Online
child sexual abuse material is growing, and Al is making it worse.”

.+ "¥g UH dgc Rdeids g 8" JaC U o Fgll "Addsd 9
?;ranqwamvfraz!ﬁ%, T 29 3 st GaReATF aeT TET
III




Al is making it easier for
perpetrators to groom children and

“It’s just the most vile of crimes,”
manipulate their images.E'aﬂ'é'

she added."dg Tadd ST

Fofedt H1 awal F T et A F v R Ieela
3t 3T SfaAT F FHT =

$ell

& AT 94T T ¢l
J
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The UK hopes other

Global Perspective and countries will follow its lead

Impact | dfRas TieechIor in criminalising Al-

3T g generated child abuse
content.

/a‘?aﬂm%ﬁ:m\
aer oft 3H FIeTeT FT Tl
Hr AR wIE-FRT T
NNOT WTHAT HT AT

I FA




The law will help in curbing online
exploitation and strengthen child

protection measures.dg E-TI?-IT-I'

maﬁ?reﬁqwas’rmﬁaﬁt
aTel Y& YT 1 AT FA

H AGE HLM|
J

Experts believe this could set a
precedent for Al regulation in

digital crime.fAATAT FT AT %‘
f& a5 B 3t & wanrs

Afeadaa & Qv s A9
TG & FHdT 2l

J




» Conclusion | sy

* $8 The UK has taken a pioneering
step in tackling Al-generated child
abuse content.

* I A TIHTS-SIfoId dTel AT
g ¥ Aves & QT o
33roft FegH IS/ B

9 The law criminalises Al tools
and manuals that facilitate child
exploitation, with strict penalties.




I FT TS Tod AR AGrew F A9y 9iffd FIar § ST arer MEOr A
q91aT &a 8, 3R 38F fAT FH FaT FT yrawUE B

;’ This could lead to global efforts in Al regulation to prevent misuse in crimes.

g AT A THE F GEIANT F UFad & AT IRGF TR W w3
Rfegse & Qe & gt # 9T FT dFar 2
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REAKING BARRIERS

Heartening to see the effort of
the India u-19 plavers: Laxman

which gearad them Up to cvercome any

challenge and make this result possible.” he wrote on X

FLAWLESS CAMPAIGN

A golden generation has arrived:
Mithali on India u-19’s triumph

y

hasindatol e

el st win the

capped with 3 coe-sided final win over ot Ak

BRICHT FUTURE
Women's cricket in India has

BONANZ/

BCCI announces

cash award of

X5 crore to victorious team

~
Former BCCI presiden

rbemen et itk “Homblétt congaiilitines o thet
st

Incka has come 3 long

ith
BCOL It witlcamtine to Srow stronger” he stated.

and support of

econd

™ Cup triumoh spe;

-
about India's depth of

tatent.
Cricket continues 1o thrive at all levels.” the BOCI sad. It also

announced =

cash award of 25 crore to the team.

India caps dream run with emphatic victory
over South Africa in the summit clash

Up, up & above: Incia

, winring all seven matches. ¥&KC

dia

to win a second successive
U-19 Women's T20 World
Cup with a thumping nine-
wicket victory over South
Afr S E

self yet again, getting the
Job done with as many as
52 balls 1o spare while also
becoming the first team to
win the tournament with-
out dropping a single

"The star of the day was
all-rounder G. Trisha, who
complem, med her three
for 15 with an unbeaten 33-

South Africa, led by Kay-
la Reyneke, opted fo bat
bust the decision

tain Sanika Chalke (26 n.o..
22b, 4x4) sealed the victo-

wvided India with an fmme-

South Africa  struggled
from the €.
Sean T S| S

€a to 20 for two by the end
of the fourth over.

risha stars with both ball and bat to help the side retain title; spinners Vaishnavi, Aayushi, & Parunika chip in with vital strikes; the Proteas fail to get going after opting to bat

The pressure intenaified
when Aayushi bowled Dia-
ra Rai

Incredible
achievement

mmensely proud

of our Nari Shaku!
This victory is the
result of excellent

teamwork as well as
determination and
it 1t e
Sera e
arhletes

PM NARENDRA MODI

miakan.
At the halfway mark,
Afri
Re:
bilise the innings but fell to

South Africa was preca-
Fiousty placed at 58 for five
in 16 overs,
Trisha hld van Voorst
stumped and the Proteas
were bowled out off the fi-
nal delivery of the
ngs.

scomgmoaro

SOUTH AFRICA
Botha c Kamalini b
Shabnam L6 L4, 3x4). Simone
ourens b Parunike 0 (3b), Disre
Ramiakan b Anyush 3 ab), Kayta
Reyereke ¢ Paruniks b Trisha
(3101, Kocaoo Meso b Ampusta 10

12.3), 5.80 |Legodi. 1.5}
INDIA BOWLING

Soshitha 2.0.17.0, Parunika
2062, Shabnam 2-0-7-
Asyushi 4-2-9-2. Vaishnei
20232, Trsha 4.0-15.3.
INDIA

From the first

same to the final,
our team played like
true champions.

pecial. but
title takes

defending
something
extraordinary

SACHIN TENDULKAR

Oibertiam
umuup.mm all ana
aw -~

20 bright for Indian
womens cricket

1AN BISHOP

An incredible
achicvement

quickly as Indias three-
pronged spin attack bow-
led it out for

ghhored fn s chame with s
that was studded
= eight fours. Vice-cap-

(2sb, 1xé).
Kamalins b Trisha 23 {158, Dod],

(4DE; Bxtras (10-5, w-1)- 6; Totst (0

FALL OF WICKETS

1111 {Lowwrers, 1,61, 2-20 (Botha,

351,220 (Ramiakan, 4.1), 4-80
e, 1141, 544 iMeso 1241,

.74 fvan Voorst, 17

(Sastmie, 3721,8.80 tEomtrg.

a (136, L), G. Trihe (not 0u0 44
35, Bed), Sarvka Chalie inot

s 26 50, 2ot s ik

w5} 6; Totat (for one wat i 11.2

avers):84.

FALL OF WICKET

135 (Kamaini, 4.3}

uTe BowLING

N 10-7-0, Conling 2-0-150,

Reyreke 41181

12550, van wyk 10,320,

Legodi12.0-100, Bothe 1.0-0-0

Toazs: Sout

PoM: Trisha.

Pas: Trizha

PANT

I vou want
know whar
dominating a

women's cricket team
has just achieved.

ed at a different
level o everyone else
HARSHA BHOGLE

Abhishek blitz blows away England in finale

ENGLAND IN INDIA

MUMBAL

The series in the bag. A

boisterous crowd at the
Wankhede Stadi was
team. It per-

haps resulted in a fitting
trigger for Al K r-
-handedly

blitzkrieg that shattered a
plethora of records and set
up a crushing win to help
India end the T201 season
on a perfect nate

Riding on Abhishek's
135 (Mb. Tx4, 13x6), India’s
T20I1s,
piled on 247 for nine in 20
owvers after being sent in to
bat_

As it happens most of-

bowled out for a paltry 97
in the 1ith over to hand In-

ant Su-

cour.

It was an Abhishek show

all through the first half af-
cm

ter he and Sanju Samson
walked out to open. While
set the tone by

match, Abhishek — by his
standards — took his time.

after Samson holed
out to the deep square-leg
feider for the fifth straight
time, he charged down the
wicket for
dary in the t.mm

Onslaught
From that point till he per-

range-hitting
<l

the m
dian in a T20L, four of them
coming in the fifth over off
Jamie Overton.

That over meant India
raced 1o 95 for one in the
PowerPlay, its highest =
the first six-over period of
Fror. ABhihek biew 5 bias
1o his mocher and sister in

gallery as he celebrated
his 17-ball Afty.

When they bowled it short,
he pulled i with aplotnh.
The best of the lot was a
lofted cover drive off Bry-
don Carse that sailed over
the cover fence in the ninth
over. Carse, x, fin-
ished with three wickets
through some good pace
variatior

he kept los-

iny at the oth
it by the time the man-
datory time-ou called
after 10 overs,
run shy of becom-

it was
Abhishek

ished towards the end of
the i s on-
slaught made England fiel-
ders remain mere specta-
aggressive
a mood to

d out of the park.

was
ing India's second-fastest
and l
read 143 for two.
tapped one on the oas.de
aci

Unstoppable: Abhishek's sizzfing show in the fifth T201 — he smashed a S4-ball 135 with seven fours and 13 sixes — underined INdia's OMINANT JISPLaY. EVNANUAL FOGI

Shivam  Dube then
played a cameo as India
nsured that the latter half

as India finished the game
off in the 1ith over. Apart
from Phil salt, who scored
an impressive fifty, only Ja-

into

Samson injured his fin-
ger when he tried to fend
off a short-ball from Archer
in the first over. in his ab-
Dhruv )uml took

cluding
leg o Mark
Wood's inside edge to hand
Mohammed Shami his
Shind wickiet, mnt thie Meni
in Blue a crushing wi

as India wins series 4-1

oy
Sanjs Samson ¢ Archer b Wood
16 (7h, Lad, 246), Abhisheic
Sharma ¢ Archer b Rashid 135

Extras (84, w-3)

nine whis. i 20 owersk 247
OF WICKETS.

1.21 |Samszon, 15 overs}, 2136

(Tlak 2.6, 3145 (Suryeiosmar.
102, 4182 132,515
(Harcik. 14.4), 6262 (8 iiess, 2551,

7237 (bblshiak. 17,83 8347

(Aoar, 10.5), 5247 (Bzheot, 195}
ENGLAND BOWLING

Archer 4.0.55.3, Wood 4-032.2,

3.0-683, Livingst
20-29-0, Rashid 3-0-41-1, Carse
333

ENGLAND
Phil Salt ¢ sub |Jure) b Dube 55

(18; Extros Qb1 w-2):3; Total G

123 ot 2.0, zam«m-.

{Razhid, 10.2).

St 230253, Hacchl
2-0-23-0, Varun 2-0-25-2, Bisheros
S A1z Abhishe

Hasry Brook ¢ Varus 10-5-1, Dube.
f4bj, Lisen Livingstone < Rirdu & 1032
Varun 3 /56, 2#¢). Jaccb Bethellh  Toss: England
10 (78, 1085, nCasac Pt Abhinhek
Varun b Abhishei 3 ), Jarie Pos:v:
verton ¢ Suryakurmar i won By 150 rums 10 conch
ishek 2 (36). tnot  the
UD1(30) At Reshid c b Next match:
armi 6 6, L), Mrk First ODI: February 6, Nagos,

Wood < sl (el b Shoms

130p.m.

Amx




India caps dream run with emphatic victory
over South Africa in the summit clash

Trisha stars with both ball and bat to help the side retain title; spinners Vaishnavi, Aayushi, & Parunika chip in with vital strikes; the Proteas fail to get going after opting to bat

- “ S .y

Up, up & above: India emerged champion with an unbeaten record, winning all seven matches. x@icc

U-19 WOMEN'S WC

Press Trust of India
KUALA LUMPUR

dominant  India
Aﬂaunted its embar-
rassment of riches

to win a second successive
U-19 Women’s T20 World
Cup with a thumping nine-
wicket victory over South
Africa here on Sunday.

Having outclassed every
team during its march to
the final, India asserted it-
self yet again, getting the
job done with as many as
52 balls to spare while also
becoming the first team to
win the tournament with-
out dropping a single

e
The star of the day was
all-rounder G. Trisha, who
complemented her three
for 15 with an unbeaten 33-
ball 44.

South Africa, led by Kay-
la Reyneke, opted to bat
but the decision backfired
quickly as India’s three-
pronged spin attack bow-
led it out for 82.

Left-arm spinner Aay-
ushi Shukla returned fi-
gures of 4-2-92, while
Trisha further underlined
her all-round capabilities
scalping three with her
leg-spinners.

Trisha once again an-
chored India’s chase with a
knock that was studded
with eight fours. Vice-cap-

tain Sanika Chalke (26 n.o.,
22b, 4x4) sealed the victo-
ry with a powerful heave to
the square-leg boundary,
as the Indian players,
draped in the tricolour,
erupted in joy.

Left-arm spinner Paru-
nika Sisodia (4-0-6-2) pro-
vided India with an imme-
diate breakthrough,
dismissing opener Simone
Lourens for a duck as
South Africa struggled

The pressure intensified
when Aayushi bowled Dia-
ra Ramlakan.

At the halfway mark,
South Africa was struggling
at 33 for three, unable to
gain any momentum.

Reyneke (7) tried to sta-
bilise the innings but fell to
Trisha. Mieke van Voorst
(23) and Fay Cowling (15)
added 30 for the sixth
wicket.

South Africa was preca-

from the outset. riously placed at 58 for five

Seamer Shabnam Shakil  in 16 overs.
(2-0-7-1) then removed the Trisha had van Voorst
dangerous Jemma Botha stumped and the Proteas
for 16, reducing South Afri-  were bowled out off the fi-
cato20 fortwobytheend nal delivery of their
of the fourth over. innings.
SCOREBOARD
v

SOUTH AFRICA 18.3),9-80 (Legodi, 18.5).

Jemma Botha ¢ Kamalini b
Shabnam 16 (14b, 3x4), Simone
Lourens b Parunika 0 (3b), Diara
Ramlakan b Aayushi 3 (8b), Kayla
Reyneke c Parunika b Trisha 7
(21b), Karabo Meso b Aayushi 10
(26b, 1x4), Mieke van Voorst st.
Kamalini b Trisha 23 (18b, 3x4),
Fay Cowling b Vaishnavi 15 (20b,
1x6), Seshnie Naidu b Trisha 0
(1b), Ashleigh van Wyk ¢
Vaishnavi b Parunika 0 (3b),
Monalisa Legodi b Vaishnavi 0
(2b), Nthabiseng Nini (not out) 2
(4b); Extras (lb-5, w-1): 6; Total (in
20 overs): 82.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-11 (Lourens, 1.6), 2-20 (Botha,
3.6), 3-20 (Ramlakan, 4.1), 4-40
(Reyneke, 11.4), 5-44 (Meso, 12.4),
6-74 (van Voorst, 17.5), 7-74
(Seshnie, 17.6), 8-80 (Cowling,

INDIA BOWLING
Joshitha 2-0-17-0, Parunika
4-0-6-2, Shabnam 2-0-7-1,
Aayushi 4-2-9-2, Vaishnavi
4-0-23-2, Trisha 4-0-15-3.

INDIA
G. Kamalini ¢ Lourens b Reyneke
8(13b, 1x4), G. Trisha (not out) 44
(33b, 8x4), Sanika Chalke (not
out) 26 (22b, 4x4); Extras (lb-1,
w-5): 6; Total (for one wkt. in 11.2
overs): 84.

FALL OF WICKET
1-36 (Kamalini, 4.3).

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING
Nini 1-0-7-0, Cowling 2-0-19-0,
Reyneke 4-1-14-1, Seshnie
1-0-12-0, van Wyk 1-0-12-0,
Legodi 1.2-0-10-0, Botha 1-0-9-0.
Toss: South Africa.

PoM: Trisha.
PoS: Trisha.






The World Health Organization
(WHO) declared Niger the first
African nation to
eliminate onchocerciasis (river
blindness) as a public health
threat.

J

As of now, WHO has
verified five countries as
onchocerciasis-free: Colombia

(2013), Ecuador (2014), Mexico

(2015), Guatemala (2016), and
Niger (2025)—the first in
Africa.

J




e About

* Onchocerciasis, commonly known as river blindness, is a neglected
tropical disease (NTD) caused by the parasitic worm Onchocerca
volvulus.

* It is transmitted through the bite of infected black flies (Simulium
species).

* Symptoms are severe itching, rashes, and skin discoloration.

* In 1987, the introduction of Ivermectin (Mectizan), donated by Merck
& Co., is a game-changing treatment.






A new study in Science has found that India’s tiger territory has increased by 30%
between 2006-2018.

About

India’s tiger territory has increased even in areas marked as the world’s most densely
populated human settlements setting an example of wildlife-human cooccurrence.

This comes amid a global wildlife population declining by 73%.

The study identifies several areas for potential future expansion of tiger populations,
particularly in Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Jharkhand.



* Tiger’s Population in India

* Largest Tiger Population: India now
hosts the world’s largest tiger
population, despite having the highest
human density and just 18% of global
tiger habitat.

* In just over a decade, India has
doubled its tiger population to
more than 3,600, accounting
for 75% of the world’s tigers.




» State-wise: The largest tiger population
of 785 is in Madhya Pradesh, followed by
Karnataka (563) & Uttarakhand (560), and
Maharashtra (444).

* Population in reserves: The tiger
abundance within the Tiger Reserve
is highest in Corbett (260), followed by
Bandipur (150), Nagarhole (141),
Bandhavgarh (135), Dudhwa (135),
Mudumalai (114), Kanha (105), Kaziranga
(104), Sundarbans (100), Tadoba (97),
Sathyamangalam (85), and Pench-MP (77).




Exploitation of Domestic Workers



* The Supreme Court (SC) of India has raised
concerns over the exploitation and abuse of
domestic workers in India due to the
absence of a protective legal framework. It
has directed the Centre to form an inter-
ministerial expert committee to assess the
need for a protective law.




About: According to the ILO
Domestic workers are those
workers who perform work in or
for a private household or
households.

They provide direct and indirect
care services, and as such are key
members of the care economy

Status of Domestic Workers in
India: Women make up the
majority of domestic workers in
India, with 26 lakh of the 39 lakh
workers being female, according
to 2019 government estimates.

12.6 million minors are employed
as domestic workers (86% are
girls, and 25% are under 14 years
old).



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-care-economy

What are the concerns of Domestic Workers India?

Sexual Harassment
Exploitation by Agencies




« What Laws Govern Domestic Work in
India?

* No Dedicated Central Law: Domestic
workers are excluded from mainstream
labor laws as "workman" and
"workplace" definitions do not cover
household work, often seen
as "unproductive” women's labor.




Multiple attempts were made to
pass a Central law to protect
domestic workers, including

the Domestic Workers (Conditions

of Employment) Bill of 1959 and
the Domestic Workers (Regulation
of Work and Social Security) Bill of

2017.

/

Policy aimed to regulate agencies
and ensure workers' rights,

benefits. However, none of these
proposed laws were enacted.

The 2019 National Domestic Worker

including wages, social security, and

J




» State Laws: Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and Kerala have
implemented laws to protect domestic workers.

* These states have established specialized bodies to oversee social
security benefits, maternity care, education assistance, medical
reimbursements, and minimum wages.



* Global Protections: In 2011,
India voted in favor of ILO
Convention 189, which aims
to improve domestic workers'
conditions by
recognizing domestic work as
legitimate work ensuring
domestic workers enjoy the
same rights as
others. However, India has yet
to ratify the convention.
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 What is the objective of the ‘Gyan Bharatam Mission’ introduced in
Union Budget 2025-26?

- FAT Flc 2025-26 # YF fHFT AT ‘AT HRAA AT F
3¢aRT F4T §7?

* A. Digitalization of academic records / te1fors RFrs &1
IS GG L

B. Conservation and documentation of India’s manuscript heritage /

A B aisfaftr Ruwa 1 Jator 3 gEarasiaor
C. Promoting Al in education / fT&TT & T3NS &I derar ST
D. Enhancing vocational training programs /mﬁ? girayor

HIRIHAT HT Fordar ST



* How much budget has been allocated for the National Mission for
Manuscripts (NMM) in 20257?

¢ 2025 H IS qwi%lﬁr e (NMM) & AT fraar deie Arafed
frar T 2

* A.X10 crore
B. X35 crore
C. X60 crore
D. X100 crore



 What is the key technological advantage of China’s DeepSeek Al model
over OpenAl’s ChatGPT?

- AT F HadlF THE AlseT F HTACHE F AAIE W A&
deheilhT oITST AT 87

* A. Uses NVIDIA’s restricted H100 chips / NVIDIA & 9fa€f&ad H100
Ry &1 39T F:aT &
%B_. Reduces API costs by 93% / TH3TS AT & 93% do HH Hldl

C. Requires higher power consumption / 3T4 i @I Y

TERTHT gt &
D. Limited training data compared to OpenAl /3-ITCI?-I'Q'3-I1§ Y ?:I’FIT-IT

7 difaa gfdragor 3e1



 Why has former US President Donald Trump announced new tariffs on
Canada, Mexico, and China?

- g JANET Teeafa SeTes €a A Fersr, AfFHF 3 AT W
A0 INE FaT e 2

* A. To increase trade relatlons/_qTCI'IT qaeT A EIEIﬁ' & faT
B. To counter illegal immigration and drug trafflckmg threats /a%hr

g?raﬁtmﬁsﬁm Y TERY & AU FT HHE FA &
%T%%ncourage foreign investment / f[agelt fAder &1 wicaiied H
1D%.r'llz'_o reduce American exports /aﬁﬁa?r AT & FH A &



* What major legal step has the UK taken regarding Al-generated child
abuse content?

- I A THE-FAAT drel MYOT A & e A FiT A1 97/
Pl FGH ISMT 872

» A. Banning Al tools that generate such content / ¥Hl dTHIA T
qiel UTS ol W Iidaer oo
B. Imposing strict penalties, including 10 years imprisonment / §&d
&g oarET, fSHA 10 ¥rer $r Sier sy nfAer y
C. Creating an Al monitoring agency for online platforms / 3TeTelTgel
CewAT & [T T AR vadl ST
D. All of the above / 390ad TH!



 What is Onchocerciasis, recently highlighted in global health reports?

mﬂﬂﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁvw% A gl & F 3dRgs Tarezg Ruet &
IR AT =T 872

* A. A bacterial infection spread through water / 9TeiT & thelel aTelT
UF SAET0] HhAT
B. A parasmc disease causing river blindness / Teh qysitdr 31 SN
TdY 37T T HRUT FoIcT &

C. A genetic disorder affecting infants / aTdalTd TR ﬁ%l'&ﬂ' I TS
Fle qrell Ha s PR

D. A rare form of skin cancer / cddl AT FT TH EAT"'ST «Y



* According to a new study, how much has India’s tiger territory

increased between 2006-2018?
* Th U MEPIST F IHoTOR, 2006-2018 & oI T & 916 &1

ﬁﬁm:ﬁaaﬁreé%?

*A.10%
B. 20%
C. 30%
D. 50%



* Which Indian state has the highest tiger population?

BT HT ARAIT ST am™El AT FaF 3O IEE arar TsF 872

* A. Karnataka / Sl
B. Madhya Pradesh / A€ gear
C. Uttarakhand / 3d14@sS

D. Maharashtra / AgRTSC



 What concern did the Supreme Court raise about domestic workers in
India?
-%mﬁﬁmﬁ%aﬁﬁwm#mmﬁﬁm
?

* A. Exploitation due to lack of legal protection /EI-TI?-I“?ﬁ & Y FA

& HIOT AT
B. High wages leading to economic imbalance / 3=d ddel & ST

e+ Aol ‘
C. Overregulation in the labor market / 1T 99K & 38 AIdAT

D. Excessive government intervention in private employment / fastt

SR 7 A& THRY geaald



 What is India’s stance on ILO Convention 189, which seeks protection
for domestic workers?

-uw\%mnﬁ $Y gL F fAT IL0 FeaeeT 189 W HRA T T&
T g7
* A. India has ratified the convention / ARd o 39 A HI g‘f?d' $Y

g
B. India has not ratified the convention / AR o sW & &Y ‘El;i?d'

el T ¢

C. India has implemented similar domestic laws / R o E'Gﬁ dalg
& e FeleT o9 fFe § .

D. India has rejected the convention outright / ARd & 50 HTY &I
T aE FEFR A7 R &



\Word of the day

Encomium:
a formal expression of praise

Syno NYIMS: eulogy, paean, panegyric

Usage: Encomiums were bestowed on
teachers at the school function.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
encomiumpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /enkev.mram/
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