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* Amiya Kumar Bagchi was a renowned economist, historian, and public intellectual. He

helped establish WhICh mstltute in Kolkata?
Sﬁ smohm GﬁT 14 gfgoid! U
33 dolﬂobldlﬁmﬂ@ﬁﬁwluﬂl GG ol

* A. Institute of Economic Growth / e fap™ '\‘:I'\QI'H
B. Institute of Development Studies / ﬁm YT IR
C. Centre for Policy Research /

D. Indian Statistical Institute / R '\‘IT@ITII% IdITH




* The Indian Army has installed optical fibre connectivity at which two locations in
Ladakh?

YR 1 3 derd H {5 g R |R PP d BIgaR dHfdeidet R Bl g2

* A. Pangong Tso and Leh /tl'i'lﬁ"T N SR ﬁ‘s'
B. Siachen and Daulet Beg Oldie / 3 Ea?l?[ o SfieSt
C. Nubra Valley and Kargil / Hrdl HRATA
D. Turtuk and Drass / R P I




* The High Seas Treaty, developed under UNCLOS, focuses on which
aspect?

UNCLOS & d8d [dehid 818 Il 4l fhd Tge IR diad g2

* A. Mineral resource exploration /Eﬁﬁ[ TATY =Yl
B. Marine biological diversity conservation /ﬂ'ﬂff wiq fafaear
&1 . .
C. Straddling fish stock management /m A HSR Jau+

D. Climate change adaptation / STcIdIY gfeacd SJp A










The Siachen Glacier is
| A. Nubra Valley / IS 9T}
h h of
SISO Wnls el & B. Aksai Chin / 3/GRITS RIF

which valley?

C. Gilgit / Frafird
m%%mé?w D. Leh Valley / &g HTdY




India opposed being forced to adopt specific plastic alternatives.
What percentage of plastic waste is recycled globally?

YR A fa=IY @i fadhed S & fre AsieR g &7 favly

(@

T | dffep TR WR fobd Ufdd @ifies R bl GI-dHID U
HT STl g7

A. 10%
B. 15%
C. 20%
D. 25%






* Which river originates from the Siachen Glacier and flows into the Indus River
system?

I T Tt Rygiier ifRER 9 Feberdt & 8k Riy 7} gomed # fiyerd! 82

* A. Nubra River / 4T 7'I_c¢Pf

B. Shyok River / P Tﬁﬁ
C. Jhelum River / Tﬁﬂ

D. Chenab River / 7'I'pr



* Siachen Glacier is situated to the (2020)

* (a) East of Aksai Chin
(b) East of Leh
(c) North of Gilgit
(d) North of Nubra Valley



Friendship is unnecessary, like
philosophy, like art... It has no
survival value: rather it is one of
those things that give value to

survival.
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Downward trend

India’s real GDP slumped to a seven-quarter low of 5.4% in the
July-September 2024 quarter

The last quarter when growth was /~ NAL
12.8 lower was the October-December

quarterin 2022 (4.3%) / 88
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GDP Growth Performance

India’s real GDP growth fell to 5.4% in Q2 (July-September 2024), the lowest
in seven quarters, compared to 6.7% in Q1.

Gross Value Added (GVA) growth also declined to 5.8% from 6.8% in the
previous quarter.
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* Sectoral Performance
* All sectors except agriculture and services reported a slowdown.

* Manufacturing growth plummeted to 2.2% from 14.3% last year, while
construction growth was 7.7%, down from 13.6%.
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DISAPPOINTING PERFORMANCE
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* Challenges and Projections

e RBI’s full-year growth estimate of 7.2% may require strong recovery in the
second half of 2024-25.

* Chief Economic Adviser Nageswaran termed the slowdown a "one-off
number," attributing it to weaker urban demand and other factors.

- RIS & Y aY &b 7.2% P] Ifa 3 T 2024-25 D1 GER] BHTG!
ﬁng\?@W@ﬁ 3Tl @%%TH v &

. 3MAp ATRDPR ANRIYRA = Y TRIae Bl "Tdh IR St T Hal,
;Hw;bl-lvl\l{ Qe T 3R 3 BRI & PRI %’l




* Silver Linings
* Agriculture and allied sectors registered a rebound with 3.5% growth in Q2.

* Public Administration, Defence, and Other Services also showed a GVA rise
t0 9.2% from 7.7% last year.
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1.Future Outlook
1. The Finance Ministry expects GDP growth for 2024-25 in the 6.5-7%
range, contingent on a strong second-half rebound.
2. Urban demand, corporate earnings, and festive spending will play
crucial roles in achieving targets.
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Global Plastics Treaty draft overlooks key issue
of limiting production, says group of countries

Jacob Koshy
BUSAN

Following five days of de-
liberation, countries have
thrashed out a preliminary
draft of the Global Plastics
Treaty at the United Na-
tions-led Global Plastic
Treaty negotiations in Bu-
san, South Korea.

However, a group of
about 67 countries, includ-
ing the European Union
(EU) and a coalition of Pac-
ific Island countries called
the High Ambition Coali-
tion, has said that the trea-
ty does not go far enough
to address the core pur-
pose, which is to limit pro-
duction and trade, and ad-
dress the harm posed by
many of the constituent
chemicals used in manu-
facturing plastic.

The major points of dis-

”~

agreement are proposals
by the EU to have a global
target to reduce the pro-
duction of primary plastic
polymers, steps to imple-
ment strategies and pro-
grammes to identify the
risks of and protect against
adverse health impacts as-
sociated with plastic pollu-
tion.

Playing safe
The Hindu has learnt that a
group of countries, which
includes India, Saudi Ara-
bia, and China, is in favour
of avoiding any language in
reference to these sub-
jects. This is largely be-
cause the manufacture of
polymers, a raw material
for plastic, is a major
industry.

Sources said that chemi-
cals that are known to be

hazardous are only includ-

Falling short: Activists seek a strong global plastics treaty outside
the venue of the talks in Busan, South Korea, on Friday. Ap

ed in other international
conventions such as the
Rotterdram, Basel, and
Stockholm conventions.
“We absolutely have to
have ‘production’ (of plas-
tic polymers) in the text. If
not, it will double by mid-
century and the weight of

plastic in the ocean will
surpass the weight of fish.
If we cannot agree, then
we are committed to vot-
ing on this issue,” said Juan
Monterrey, Head of Dele-
gation for Panama, at a
press conference on
Friday.

The overwhelming
scientific evidence linking
the harm plastics cause to
health - from being found
in the placenta to 60% of
sea food — means that
countries could not turn a
blind eye to it, said Siven-
dra Michael, Permanent
Secretary for Environment
and Climate Change, Fiji.
“Only about 6% of the
harmful chemicals are reg-
ulated. So, we need firm
text on health,” he told The
Hindu.

The current text of the
treaty proposes a frame-
work that will significantly
influence humanity’s fu-
ture relationship with plas-
tic. Every country — and
this portion is not contest-
ed — shall develop ‘nation-
al action plans’ that will
have to be updated at regu-
lar intervals.



Global Plastics Treaty Negotiations

A preliminary draft of the Global Plastics Treaty was discussed after five days of deliberations in
Busan, South Korea.

The treaty focuses on reducing plastic pollution but has been criticized for overlooking the critical
issue of limiting plastic production.
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Criticism by High Ambition Coalition

A group of 67 countries, including the EU and Pacific Island nations, claimed the
treaty fails to adequately address production and trade limitations.

These countries emphasize the adverse health impacts of plastics and the need for
stricter chemical regulations.
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India and Other Countries’ Position

India, Saudi Arabia, and China favor avoiding specific references to limiting polymer production
due to its significance in their economies.

The production of polymers is a major industry and a raw material for plastic manufacturing.
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e Scientific Evidence on Plastic Harm

 Studies show plastics harm human health and ecosystems, with only 6% of
harmful chemicals currently regulated.

 Plastic in oceans could surpass the weight of fish by mid-century if
production isn't curtailed.
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* Treaty Provisions and Gaps

* The current treaty draft suggests each country develops "national action plans"
updated regularly but avoids direct production caps.

* Critics demand stronger commitments to limit polymer production to prevent
doubling by mid-century.
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FFrance in focus as this year’s Kolkata film fest
unveils line-up of 175 films from 29 countries
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France in focus as this year’s Kolkata film fest
unveils line-up of 175 films from 29 countries

Moyurie Som
KOLKATA

The 30th edition of the Kol-
kata International Film
Festival (KIFF), slated to
kick off on December 4,
will have a line-up of 175
films from 29 countries,
with France as the focus
country.

The line-up includes 42
feature-length films, 30
shorts and documentaries
in competitive categories,
and 103 films in non-com-
petitive categories. Screen-
ings will take place in 20
venues in different parts of
the city between Decem-
ber 5 and 11.

“The 1966 film, Galpo
Holeo Satti, directed by Ta-
pan Sinha will be the in-
augural film of the 30th
KIFF. It will screened on

nwamauonalFam

Committee members unveiling the schedule for the 30th edition of
the Kolkata International Film Festival on Friday. DEBASISH BHADURI

December 4 at Kolkata’s
Dhono Dhanyo Auditori-
um at 5.30 p.m. at the in-
augural ceremony of
KIFE,” Aroop Biswas, West
Bengal Minister and Chief
Adviser to KIFF commit-

tee, said on Friday.

“The French film selec-
tion offers a rich and di-
verse cinematic expe-
rience with 21 different
films. These include con-
temporary French films by

women directors, classics,
short films, and documen-
taries,” said Nicolas Faci-
no, director of Alliance
Francaise du Bengale.
“Some contemporary
French filmmakers are also
set to arrive in Kolkata to
present their films at KIFF.”

He added that KIFF will
also screen La Souriante
Madame Beudet (The Smil-
ing Madame Beudet), a si-
lent film made in 1923 by
pioneering feminist
French filmmaker Ger-
maine Dulac.

Centenary tributes

Notably, the festival will al-
so screen classic Indian
and international films as
part of centenary tributes
to prominent film perso-
nalities like Tapan Sinha,
Marlon Brando, Akkineni

Nageswara Rao, Talat Mah-
mood, Mohammed Rafi,
Sergei Parajanov et al.
Meanwhile, special tri-
butes will be given to Ku-
mar Shahani, Alain Delon,
Gautam Halder, Manoj Mi-
tra and others.

Chairperson of the 30th
KIFF Goutam Ghose high-
lighted that the festival this
year will also screen cer-
tain films with projections
from their original cellu-
loid, like Chokh and Deb-
sishu by reputed director
from the 1980s, Utpalendu
Chakraborty.

Like other years, the
30th edition of the KIFF
will have ‘Unheard India’,
a non-competitive catego-
ry that boasts of screenings
of multiple films made in
Indian languages like Garh-
wali, Konkani and Tulu.



* Overview of the Kolkata International Film Festival (KIFF)

* The 30th edition of KIFF will take place from December 4 to 11, showcasing
175 films from 29 countries.

* France is the focus country this year, with a special selection of French films
and filmmakers in attendance.
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* Film Line-Up and Screenings

Includes 42 feature-length films, 30 shorts and documentaries in
competitive categories, and 103 in non-competitive categories.

Screenings will occur across 20 venues in Kolkata.
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AUTO SUPERPOWER

Additional tariffs levied on Chinese
electric cars in major world markets

United States | 100%
Canada e 100%

India
70 or 100% based on value

Turkey — 40%

. Between 7.8 and 35.3%
European Union [l based on manufacturer

Brazil s @18 or 20% based on type

Production costs are much lower in China
B BYD Seal (made in China)

B Volkswagen ID.3 (made in Germany)
0 4,000 8,000 (in$)

Battery = 29 |

Body, chassis =5
and wheels = ‘
Electronics = 17 |
Other components |——— (23 ]
Interior (17 |
Distribution, other - 63
Services e
Factory

Labor h 77

Source: UBS Note: Models compared are of similar size and function. Prices are in U.S. dollars, for models from 2021







International Pathogen Surveillance Network (IPSN)
Syllabus: GS2/Health

In News
The International Pathogen surveillance network announced the first round of
grants towards understanding disease threats.

* |t supports low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) in building capacity for
pathogen genomic analysis to track and respond to disease threats.



« About International Pathogen Surveillance Network (IPSN)

* |t is a global initiative led by the WHO Hub for Pandemic and
Epidemic Intelligence, aimed at advancing pathogen genomics and
enhancing public health decision-making.

* [t focuses on monitoring and analyzing the genetic material of
pathogens like viruses, bacteria, fungi, and parasites to track their
evolution, spread, and inform public health actions.



Asian Development Bank (ADB)




The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) Board of
Governors has unanimously
elected Masato Kanda as
ADB’s 11th President.

About Asian Development
Bank (ADB)

Establishment: On 19th
December 1966

Objective: It is the principal
international development
finance institution for the

Asia-Pacific region.



01

Focus areas

include: Poverty reduction,
Infrastructure development,
regional integration.

02

Membership: Total of 69
members (including 49 from
Asia and the Pacific and 20
from outside the region).

e India is a founding member and
one of its largest borrowers.

03

Shareholders: Japan and
the United States hold the
largest shares in ADB, each
owning around 15.6% of the
total subscribed capital.




Name Dates Nationality
Takeshi Watanabe 1966-1972 ® Japanese
Shiro Inoue 1972-1976 ® Japanese
Taroichi Yoshida [ja] 1976—-1981 ® Japanese
Masao Fujioka [Wikidata] | 1981-1989 ® Japanese
Kimimasa Tarumizu [ja] | 1989-1993 ® Japanese
Mitsuo Sato 1993-1999 ® Japanese
Tadao Chino 1999-2005 ® Japanese
Haruhiko Kuroda 2005-2013 ® Japanese
Takehiko Nakao 2013-2020 ® Japanese
Masatsugu Asakawa 2020—-February 23, 2025 | @ Japanese
Masato Kanda February 24, 2025 ® Japanese




Trie Worker Paatlztion Ratio for
WOMIER" N asdnereased




* As per the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), The Worker Population Ratio for women
has increased from 22% in 2017-18 to 40.3% in 2023-24.

 About

 The Labour Force Participation Rate for women has risen from 23.3% in
2017-18t0 41.7% in 2023-24.



It indicates that 39.6% of women with post-graduate
education and above are employed in 2023-24, up from 34.5%

in 2017-18.

2017

2023-2024

23.9% of women with a higher secondary education are part
of the workforce in 2023-24, compared to 11.4 per cent in
2017-18.



The number of women
in salaried employment is
increasing, while women in
informal wage work are
decreasing.

The share of women
working in agriculture is
decreasing. The proportion
of women entering the

services sector is
Increasing.
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Examples of Prominent Dark
Tourism Sites: Auschwitz
Concentration Camp (Poland): A
reminder of the
Holocaust.Chernobyl (Ukraine):
Site of a catastrophic nuclear
disaster.
%

Ground Zero (New York):
Memorial for the victims of the
9/11 attacks.




« Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park (Japan): Commemorates victims of the

atomic bombing in 1945.
« Jallianwala Bagh (Amritsar, Punjab) : The site of the tragic 1919 massacre,
where innocent lives were lost, Jallianwala Bagh serves as a powerful tribute

to resilience and sacrifice.



« Reasons for Popularity

 Emotional Connection: Visitors seek to engage deeply with
the history and emotions of those affected by past tragedies.

e Curiosity and Uniqueness: Dark tourism offers unigue, non-
traditional experiences distinct from typical tourist attractions.

« Reflection on Mortality: It prompts introspection about life,
death, and historical significance, offering a “reality check.”



Moiré Materials and
Superconductivity



* A recent Nature study found that moiré materials made from
semiconductors can also be superconducting, a property previously
thought to be exclusive to graphene.

* What are the Key Facts About Moiré Materials?
e About:

* Moiré materials are materials having unique properties due to the
interference pattern formed when two repetitive structures are
overlaid at a slight angle



Creation of Moiré Materials:
Moiré materials are created by
stacking two layers of a two-
dimensional (2-D) material,
such as tungsten diselenide,
and twisting one layer at a small

angle (3.659).
gle ( ) y

The twist between the layers
creates a unique moire pattern
that gives rise to new electronic
behaviors not present in
individual layers.




* Superconductivity is the property of certain materials to conduct direct
current (DC) electricity without energy loss when they are cooled below a
critical temperature (Tc).

* These materials also expel magnetic fields as they transition to the
superconducting state.

* Superconductivity was discovered in 1911 by Heike Kamerlingh-
Onnes. For this discovery, he won the 1913 Nobel Prize in Physics.

* E..g., MRI machines use an alloy of niobium and titanium.



" Eklavya Platform



General Upendra Dwivedi,

the Chief of the Army Staff

(COAS), launched the

Eklavya online learning

platform for the Indian
Army.

This initiative aligns with
the Army’s vision of
a “Decade of
Transformation” and the
2024 theme, “Year of
Technology Absorption.”

)




Welcome to Eklavya
The Indian Army Portal for Online Learning
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« About Eklavya Platform:

* Developed by: Bhaskaracharya
National Institute of Space Applications
and Geoinformatics (BISAG-N), with
support from the Directorate General of
Information Systems.

 Launched in: 2024 by the Chief of the
Army Staff, General Upendra Dwivedi.

« Aim: To facilitate continuous
professional military education, '
decongest physical courses, and
encourage domain specialization. /

o




ISKCON




About ISKCON:

Full form: International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Founder:C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

Founded In: New York City, USA.

Year:

Aim: To promote Krishna Consciousness and devotional service to Krishna as
the Supreme Godhead.




 Features:

Largest branch of Gaudiya Vaishnavism, rooted in 16th-century India.
Emphasizes chanting the Hare Krishna Mahamantra.

Engages in public bhakti practices like Sankirtan, yoga seminars, and
festivals.

Runs social initiatives, including free food distribution, schools, eco-
villages, and hospitals.




* Arrest of Chinmoy Krishna Das:

 On November 25, 2024, Chinmoy Krishna Das, a Hindu monk and former ISKCON

member, was arrested at Dhaka's Shahjalal International Airport on charges
including sedition.

His arrest led to protests in Dhaka and Chittagong. During these protests, a
Muslim lawyer named Saiful Islam Alif was killed in Chittagong, escalating tensions



Calls for ISKCON Ban: Following these incidents, Islamist groups
such as Hefazat-e-Islam Bangladesh have demanded an immediate
ban on ISKCON, labeling it an "anti-Hindu militant group."

Additionally, a writ petition was filed in the Bangladesh High Court
seeking a ban on ISKCON, prompting the court to request a report
from the state regarding the organization's activities



* Government Response:

* The Bangladeshi government has stated that it is scrutinizing
ISKCON's activities.

* Attorney General Md Asaduzzaman referred to ISKCON as a "religious
fundamentalist organization"” and indicated that the government is
monitoring the situation.



Top 10 MCQ from
today’s session




* India’s real GDP growth fell to 5.4% in Q2 2024, the lowest in seven quarters.
Which sector showed resilience with 3.5% growth?

Dl a8t H HIRd &t Sieidt 9ig 5.4% dob TR 118,
éﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂaﬁw%l %dgﬁ&s%g%é?mum@ﬂﬂg

?

- A. Manufacturing / faf=rmtor .
B. Agriculture and Allied Sectors / Tﬁf 3R Tag &

C. Construction / [
D. Services /




* As per the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), the Labour Force Participation Rate for
women increased tQ 41.7% in 2023-24. What was it in 2017-18?
. 9T S YA&UT (PLFS) o 3IHR, A3 D 4H ¢ HRIGRT G 2023-24
HEGH 41.7% Bl 751 2017-18 H U8 fi?

* A.22%
B. 23.3%
C. 25%
D. 30%




* The 30th Kolkata International Film Festival (KIFF) will showcase 175 films. Which
cou

ntry is the focus country this year?
3o%f'aﬁame’mﬂ§a' %ﬁqnﬁr\qﬁ(mp)ﬁwsfﬁ@u@@&rﬁw@msﬂ
1A B Y o= i 1 67

- A.USA / 3Af¥®T
B. France / WpTH
C. Germany / SHA
D. Japan / SITUTA




* The International Pathogen Surveillance Network (IPSN) supports which
countries in building capacity for pathogen gepnomic analysis?
UNSEED ﬁmﬁﬁaﬁ% (IPSN) TSI SIS fazayu &

foru fhg =1t b1 Twel Hdr 87
* A. Low- and Middle-Income Countries / ﬁl’H Gﬁ? gy 3T 91d a'QT

B. G20 Countries / o120
C. Developed Nations / f[d&RId ;!g
D. ASEAN Members / MR



* A recent Nature study revealed that moiré materials can be
superconducting. What property is unlque to superconductors?
g1 g1 0 Uh 3T A %;m AT UG ST &l
g | IR Sac &lﬂzﬁ g7

* A. Zero resistance to electric current / ﬁﬂ'ﬁﬁ warg & fere Pl gfeRTY
B. High thermal conductivity / 3=l IR EIGESI
C. Magnetic absorption /
D. Resgtance increases at low temperatures / PH dIUHIA U IGERIL)
dagdl




* The Eklavya Platform, launched in 2024, aims to promote which of the

%Izofg%?’zrmwwlﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁaﬁ@rﬁmﬁwa&q
TG 87

 A. Corporate Education / PHIURC fRrem
B. Professional Military Education / URIaR 39 1

C. Higher Secondary Education / AT y® g'[l&ﬂ
D. Rural Skill Development / UTHIUT faeT



* According to studies, plastic in oceans could outweigh fish by mid-century.
What percentage of harmful chemicals in plastics is regulated?
EZIFII§| do gaierl

Tl b | H WiRc® 23]
T 31 ﬁm%m A fbaq Eri?i‘\framl dws1|ﬂw|<m O] Bl
fafafaa T 872

* A.5%
B. 6%
C.10%
D. 15%



* Which of the following is NOT a feature of ISKCON?
T ISKCON ! IS g1 67

* A. Promotes Krishna Conscmusness/ %%: AT Bl daldl a:IT
B. Conducts yoga semmars/
3% mﬁrﬂ ﬁmw o i

C. Engages in free food distribution /
D. Specializes in political advocacy/



 The Worker Population Ratio (WPR) for women rose to 40.3% in 2023-24.

What was it in 2017-187 . .
SRTSAT SUTd (WPR) 2023-24 H G
40.3% Bl 711 2017-18 § g b1 Y17

* A.20%
B.22%
C. 30%
D. 35%



* The Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park is a popular dark tourism destination.
What event does it commemorate?

ERITRMAT T AMRYE U U diwiUg e ¢l RId ¢ | I8 [y
g1 B I H ST T 82

* A. 1945 Atomic Bombing / 1945 &1 qH fawwie .
B. 1919 Jallianwala Massacre / 1919 I IIHeIR

C. 1947 Partition Violence / 1947 I Ay %HT
D. 1950 Korean War / 1950 &I ﬁﬁqﬁf J&



Fun fact

Burst: Reading in low light
may strain your eyes
temporarily, but it won’t
cause permanent damage.
Your eyes recover once
they rest.

Myth: Reading in dim light
damages your eyes.




Thank you
guys.




