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* 1. Which country developed the Al model "DeepSeek -V3" that
outperformed OpenAI's ChatGPT?

P U A TIHE ATSA "DeepSeek-v3" RAeRAd fFar, U
OpenAl & ChatGPT & iy B3 fear?

e A. United States / m IoT HARST
_B7China / di&
C. Russia / &H
D. India / AR




* What major financial impact did DeepSeek-V3 have on Nvidia’s market
value?

» DeepSeek-V3 & dled ¥ Nvidia & 6K Hed W F4T 93T Y/
q3T?

* A. Increased by $1 trillion / S1 f?;ﬁl'q?l' T aqﬁr Gé'u
B.geclined by half a trillion dollars / 31Tl @ﬁ'q?r’am % FRac

C. Remained stable with no change / Hﬂ%‘ dqelld F-Iﬁ o3l
D. Increased by $500 billion / $500 fafrsT T geier &8

C -~ R



* What key advantage does DeepSeek-V3 claim over GPT-4?
- DeepSeek-V3 T GPT-4 9T FIT YHE T 872

* A. Uses 10 times less energy / 10 ?Il?IT HH FAT BT YT HIAT %’
}50 times lower cost for specific tasks / Tafarse &It & forw 50
oAl A ollITd 0
C. Works without an internet connection / ¢3¢ Hadeld & CGI
FIH FIAT .
D. Developed entirely using quantum computing / tl“ﬁ cd{g <dIcH

HTYIEI HT 3YANT FT fARfAd fFar a=w




 Which Al hardware did DeepSeek-V3 utilize despite U.S. export
° ° /___—-_’_‘-_-
restrictions?

L E GRIGRIGELIE] didsld, DeepSeek-V3 S g 1E'Ji-'l'l'é'
g1saIqT FT 39T fhar?

* A. Intel Xeon processors / 3¢ ST NIAAT
B. AMD Ryzen Al chips / TTHS! USald T3e fRrew

_C. Nvidia H800 chips / TadIfsaT H800 fAcH
D. Google TensorFlow processors / el SHIFAT TIAY



 Which major space mission is ISRO planning to launch from SDSC,
Sriharikota?

- ISRO HENIET & spSC A FleT AT YHE HaReT AwT dlew FA
Y AT ST @I 82

=A_GSLV-F15 / STedTerdl-F15
B. Chandrayaan-4 / I&dT-4
C. Aditya L2 / 3TfeeT L2
D. Mangalyaan-2 / HITeIdTe1-2



 When did ISRO conduct its first launch from Satish Dhawan Space
Centre (SDSC)?

* ISRO & WA &asT JdRET g (SDSC) H HIAT UGl ol Hd
fraT 41?2




* Which Indian variety of apples is known for growing in warm climates?

- I JT HRAT a0 F fFeA T Soag # 394 & Qe aEh
SITcY 872

e A. Kinnaur Red / faheally 38
‘/BT/HRMN-QQ / HRMIN-99

C. Kashmir Golden / #H X Mesed
D. Himachal Green / fgdaATae leT



 Who is known as the "Apple Man of India"?
« "UOqA HeT T SEBAT" & T H HiT AT ATAT &7

e A. Dr. M.S. Swaminathan / 3T. TH.UH. TaTHATIA
_B=Shri Hariman Sharma /u&ﬁ gRAT AT
C. Dr. Verghese Kurien / ST. G

D. Dr. R.S. Paroda / SI. 3IX.UH. qRtaT



 What was a key recommendation of the WHO regarding salt
consumption?

- TAF A GIT F AR WHO F1 yH@ RAwIRer Fa1 7

)')»: Reduce daily sodium intake to less than 2 grams / gyfafesr Aifsas

AqeT T 2 qTH F FH H
B. Av0|d salt completely/tIff e O dHS HT Qdel o B
C. Use only rock salt for cookmg/ﬂﬁ?-l‘ T THES FT YA HY

D. Increase salt intake for better digestion / YTdeT & T d7F &Y
YYd W




* What is the PM Surya Ghar Scheme's primary goal?
- PM Y € ANTAT FT HET &I FAT 87

* A. Distribute-free solar panels to every home / g X H HYFd ek

derer AT o
B Install roofto% solar systems in 1 crore households / 1 S 8T H
o

THET HIeR T FHTEAT o
C. Provide electricity subsidies to rural areas / ATHIOT &A1 & fasrell

qieqs! yareT .
D. Promote solar farming among Indian farmers / ARAT fRaEr &

dr G F & qgrar aer
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My mmusic goes
beyomnd my
identity, says

NLLAR MURDER CASE
Canada says India has
not been absolved
NEWS » PAGE 4

OPINION » PAGE 3

unas

FouRTH T201
India looks to take
sailable lead
SPORT » PAGE 18

in Prayagraj snarl
for over 30 hours

MusEBAT
Hundreds of people
Prayagra) while attempting to
leave the Maha Kumbh, in 2

wgent help on Thursday,
especially for children and

elderty people unabie to pet
out of the snar for over 30
hours. » PAGE
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Crom merriors wore
e Bomtardier jet

64

122 metres

tomac rhver

Atotal of £0 pazzengers and 4

Rapid reaction:
<hing for suriver
a Roa

agan Nationai Alnport follo

ahawi

wasnmezTon DC
weite Houze
Con

< siteoterash
+ e
P

Goma
Congo's President Félix
i has calied for a

massive mobdlisation to
combat M23 rebels, who have
adhvanced into Goma. He urged
young people to entst in the
Ay, promising = “vigorous
4 ile emphasising

the need for a peaceful
resolution. » PAGE 14

India heading for
middle income

trap: Congress

NEW DELIE
The Congress en Thursday
released a “Real State of the
Economy” report, stating that
India is heading st

the “middle income trap which
will make the economsy
uncompetitive and

nce France-Presse
WASHINGTON

ivers pulled bodies
from the lcy wa-
ters of Washing-
ton’s [’o:omac rlvel’ on
Thursday after mili-

with officials saying there

were likely no survivors.
As dawn broke over the

crash site just 5 km from

rom d
emergency vessels and div-
ing teams scoured the
area.

~We are now at a point
where we are switching
from a rescue operation w

vors; he said, adding that
28 bodies had been reco-
vered so far — including

e from the helicopter.

Desday might afier fiying
Wichita, Kansas,

think this was pre-
ventabler - Absotaly-
Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy told the news

a ¥
‘Washington

Fire Chief
Jobin Donnelly old & news
ence at Reagan Na-

fional Alrport. ~We don't
believe there are any survi-

m Bombardier plane

ated by an American
Alrtines subs was ap-
proaching the alrport at
around 9:00 p.m. on Wed-

hen the  collision
happened_

Donald

mp Launched a polisical

on Thur. blam-

rrack sday,
ing “diversity hires~ under
the Obama and Biden ad-
ministrations for the acci-
dent.

1 put safety first. Oba-

want the people that are
comnpatent™

Trump had earlier
postedacnnca!ta

on so-
cial media. “Why didn't
the helicopter go up

or turn. Why didn't

the control tower tell the
helicopter what to do in-
stead of asking if they saw

lane. This is a bad sit-
uation that looks like it
should have been prevent-

Dramatic audio from air
traffic controllers showed
them repeatedly asking the
helicopter if ic had the pas-

and

telling it to “pass beh
ane. ~I just saw a fire-

the
Jet was broken into three
sections.

U.S. Figure Skating said
several athletes, coaches,
and officials were aboard
the flight, while officials in
Moscow confirmed mar-
ried Russian couple Evige-

who w
1994 woeld pates tile —
were also on the jet.
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il Fl'lday to provide fac-

tual evidence related to his

claims of poisoning of the

't further asked
issue of

tent with poisoning in the

river.

The poll body asked the
former Delhi Chief Minis-
ter to by lla.m. on
Friday. The EC had sent a
notice to him on January 27
and Mr. Ke‘nwa_\ had res-

Muarky »

waters
issue of increased ammonia conten

AAP chief accuses poll
body of favouring BJP

Kejriwal said he knew he
would be jailed in

asked himnotto mix theis-  NEW DELHI two
sue of increas nia days but was “not afraid”.
content in Yamuna withhis  Aam Aadmi Party chief The AAP supremo also
serious allegations on the  Arvind Kepriumt allepidon: : i b ool sepd thiree
river being Thursday t e Election  bottles of

of a mass which  C

was shnllal 10 an act of war

between nations.

It asked him to provide
factual evidence with spec-
ific and pointed response
to ty nature.

the Bhara!lya Janata Parcy

as Chief Election

Commissioner Rajiv

Kumar, who is set 1o retire

next month, was eyelng a
job.

and manner of poisoning
of Yamuna as well as de-
tails of engineers, location,
and methodology used by
Delhi Jal Board engineers

uld “take appropriate

exiairan ox thtc Seemthen®,

all concerne
ments at all times should

n
sy
noble.

B i ir . Kaemar
wants to indul

in
politics ghen he should
conte: In elections. Mr.

water !o lhe EC and Mr.
Kumar. “Let all three
I-J&cdnn (mnrnlm‘uners
drink this water in a press
conference_If they do, we
will accept that we were
wrong,” he said.
FuLL REPORT ON
»PAGES

 to dispute this
osition

engage in securing this for  sues during the brief elec-
all the people. ton period, particularly

where agreements and le-
“will not gl the Su-
“The EC finds no reason preme Court and National

Green Tribunal already ex-
ist.” the letter sasd.

Respon o the EC
notice over his claim that
the Haryana government
was “mixing poison a-
muna, Mr. Kejriwal had
earlier said that raw water

sonous” for human health.

murder of 38-year-old Sal-
wan Momika and that five

ho burned Koran shot dead

foreign’ role suspected

saict n
©f 38-year-old Satwan Momika {left). ALE FHOTO

d into the murder

able to gain entry into
lhe building through the

n August, Momika and

stages... Five people have Police responded late  a fellow protester Salwan
on to a call Najem were charged with
the about a n an - against b

n

of involvement In

crime,” Mr. Oman s:
Prime Minister UIf Kris-

n due to rule on Thurs-
day whether Momika was
guilty of inciting ethnic

<p

apartment building in So-
dertalje, where Momika
e A
man who had been shot,
and who later died in hos-
pital, 2 statement s
veral media outlets re-
porled that the shooting
may have been broadeast
Iive on social medta.
The Aftonbladet new-
spaper said the attacker

for “agitation
group™

death threats. Relations
ber: and sev-
eral West Asian countries
were stral the pair's
Pprotests.

the Swedish
Baghdad

Opposition seeks debate on Kumbh
stampede during Budget Session

focus on VIP visits to Praya-
£raj rather than crowd
trol, called for a discussion
on the wagedygd
coming Budgeflsession of

2023, startng fires within
the on the se-
cond occasion.
of that year,
&‘medens intelligence ser-
ce Sapo raised its threat
level 1o four o = scels af

say Koran
burnings e e
country a “prioritised tar-
get~. The Swedish govern-
ment the de-

ae
meeting on Thiffsday.
Union Miniser of Parlia-

mentary Affair Kiren Riji-
Ju sasd the Buj
sory Commit) would

decide on the
Partiamene —These are ma
ny important issues... the
Kunlbh ‘was also mentio-

Adviso-

leave after attending the Maha ot an Wiednesday. REUTERS

tary Committees are no
longer bipartisan. Polnting
£ the Jolne Parllamentary
ttee on Waqf Bill,

nd-

group” on four
in the summer of 2023.
According to the charge

secrations at the time but
noted the country’s consti-

heet. o
he Koran, including burn-
ing it. \A-hlle making dero:
gatory remarks about Mus-
lims — on
outside &
mosque.
"m next on the list”
Salwan Najem, who was al-

one occasion
Stockholm

free-
dom of speech and as-
nepu(y ane Minister
Ebba Busch on Thursday
called the k.ﬂllng “a threat
to our free democracy™
which “must be met with
the full force of society ™.

ry it il decite

deputy leader in the Lok
a Gaurav Gogol point-
ed out that the Parliamen-

hog the space in Parlia-
mentary Standing Commit-
tees too. Two BJP MPs were
members of two panels si-
multaneously, while only
one Opposition MP has
that distinction,” he said.
Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh. who chaired

th ing. noted that the
Uttar Pradesh government
was. e Maha

focusing on VIPs at the cost

afshe croces of pigrims.
Rashtriya Janata




U.S. aircraft collides with
chopper; 67 feared dead

Passenger plane collides with U.S. military helicopter mid-air before crashing into Potomac
river in Washington; authorities recover 28 bodies, with debris being found a mile downriver

Crash course

Wednesday night’s collision is possibly
the deadliest U.S. airline crash since
November 2001, when an American
Airlines flight crashed after take-off in
MNew York, killing all 260 pecople aboard

u.s.

; WAS HING T
hite House
= / & —— Capitg

VIRGINIA

A total of 60 passengers and 4 Ngf;g::[ -
64 crew members were onboard . " Airport Site of crash
the Bombardier jet Rapid reaction: Emergency response teams
searching for survivors in Potomac river near Potomac
Ronald Reagan National Airport following the river

Flight
path of
AA5342

l 2 2 m et r‘e S crash on Thursday. aFp d:;fk:?s%f

N i

Radio data show the jet suffered

a rapid loss of altitude from 122 metres

abowve Potomac river

soldiers were aboard the —
army’s UH-60 Blackhawk =
3 helicopter with call sign PAT-25 ey :

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

ivers pulled bodies
Dfrorn the icy wa-
ters of Washing-

ton’s Potomac river on
Thursday after a U.S. mili-
tary helicopter collided
mid-air with a passenger
plane carrying 64 people,
with officials saying there
were likely no survivors.

As dawn broke over the
crash site just 5 km from
the White House, wreck-
age from both aircraft pro-
truded from the water and
emergency vessels and div-
ing teams scoured the
area.

“We are now at a point
where we are switching
from a rescue operation to
a recovery operation,”
Washington Fire Chief
John Donnelly told a news
conference at Reagan Na-
tional Airport. “We don’t
believe there are any survi-

wvors,” he said, adding that
28 bodies had been reco-
vered so far — including
one from the helicopter.
The helicopter is believed
to have had three soldiers
on board.

At least 300 first respon-
ders were involved in the
operation — conducted in
pitch darkness for several
hours - with recovery
teams discovering debris a
mile downriver.

There were no details
on the cause of the crash,
with transport officials say-
ing both aircraft were on
standard flight patterns on
a clear night.

“Do I think this was pre-
wventable? Absolutely,”
Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy told the news
conference.

The Bombardier plane
operated by an American
Airlines subsidiary was ap-
proaching the airport at
around 9:00 p.m. on Wed-

nesday night after flying
from Wichita, Kansas,

when the collision
happened.

President Donald
Trump launched a political

attack on Thursday, blam-
ing “diversity hires” under
the Obama and Biden ad-
ministrations for the acci-
dent.

“I put safety first. Oba-
ma, Biden, and the Demo-
crats put policy first,” Mr.
Trump said. “They actual-
ly came out with a direc-
tive: ‘too white’ And we
want the people that are
competent.”

Mr. Trump had earlier
posted a critical take on so-
cial media. “Why didn’t
the helicopter go up or
down, or turn. Why didn’t
the control tower tell the
helicopter what to do in-
stead of asking if they saw
the plane. This is a bad sit-
uation that looks like it
should have been prevent-

ed. NOT GOOD!!'”, he
wrote.

Dramatic audio from air
traffic controllers showed
them repeatedly asking the
helicopter if it had the pas-
senger jet “in sight,” and
then just before the crash
telling it to “pass behind”
the plane. “I just saw a fire-
ball and it was gone,” one
air traffic controller was
heard telling another after
communication with the
helicopter was cut.

Both aircraft crashed in-
to Potomac river, and the
fuselage of the passenger
jet was broken into three
sections.

U.S. Figure Skating said
several athletes, coaches,
and officials were aboard
the flight, while officials in
Moscow confirmed mar-
ried Russian couple Evge-
nia Shishkova and Vadim
Naumov — who won the
1994 world pairs title —
were also on the jet.




* A U.S. military helicopter collided mid-air with a passenger plane
ca rviﬁ‘gﬂll%oeo/;gﬁover Washington’s Potomac River.
. FIRRTET & T A9 F W 0F FANA A7 Tl v T
e & gar & ehr T, EHA 64 AT HaR 4

* Officials report that there are I|kel@;urvwors
. FOFINAT & IarT F 59 It T FHEAT T8l 2l

 The crash site is located 5 km from the White House.

-gémvmwyz’fsﬁwﬁagﬁm%l




* Fire Chief John Donnelly stated that the operation had transitioned
from rescue to recovery.

W%ﬁwaﬁaﬁzﬁ#mﬁ:aﬁmﬁmm#maﬁ
X 96 4T g

°@odles have been recovered so far, including one from the
icopter.

- AT dF 28 A9 WHAS T v §, Gad @ v gellprcer & AT B

* Over 300 first responders were involved in the search efforts.

-3oo/ﬁ/afﬁa:qm9ﬁﬁmaaﬂ;mmaﬁmaﬁmmm



* Cause of the Collision | THIT & HOT

* Transport officials stated that both aircraft were on standard flight
patterns on a clear night.

-qﬁaﬁgﬂmﬁﬁ#wﬁ:aﬁﬁﬂmwwmﬁmm
g 9 &)

* Dramatic audio from air traffic control revealed repeated warnings to

the helico about the passenger jet.
M%ﬁ fAaTaor @ grca AT R*ifsr & geltercer & Il Se
& R A $g IR ddE«! af I3 AN




* The helicopter was instructed to "pass behind" the plane just before
the collision.

e THUT U &F Ygol gollprcel A QAT & DS T I & T Far =
AT|

* Both aircraft crashed into the Potomac River, and the passenger jet
broke into three sections.

. gl R Wi wd F P e, 3R A o e Rt # g



* Notable Passengers on Board | QA 7 gar 94y it

* U.S. Figure Skating confirmed that several athletes coaches, and
officials were aboard the fllgh

o AR o whfear A qfte #r & s@ Ao 7 F3 vyelie, w0
3 IR Far a1

* Russian officials confirmed that married figure skaters Evgenia
Shishkova and Vadim Naumov, 1994 World Pairs Champions, were on
board.

- T Rt @ qffe fr fF 1994 o3 9w dRgw wadfaan
fresrar 3t afew Siae s RAW & §ar I




U.S. aircraft collides wit

chopper; 67 feared dead ' ..
Passenger plane collides with US. military helicopter mid-air before crashing into Potomac h\f‘

river in Washington; authorities recover 28 bodies, with debris being found a mile downriver S

Crash course

Wednesday night’s collision is possibly
the deadliest U.S. airline crash since
November 2001, when an American
Airlines flight crashed after take-off in
New York, killing all 260 people aboard
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the Bombardier jet Rapid reaction: Emergency response teams
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Ronald Reagan National Airport following the river Flight

Cn— .
crash on Thursday. AFp Average | ’b
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1 etres i L
Radio éata show the jet suffered soldiers were aboard the ~ v
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Photo: NYT

BARELY MILES FROM WHITE HOUSE AND PENTAGON

ight conditions clear as
me ican Airlines jet from
Kansas is about to land at
ashington’s Reagan airport
» Both plane & Black Hawk
in standard flight patterns; no
breakdown in communication
between the two and ATC

» Suddenly, the helicopter
comes into jet’s path. Video
shows collision and explosion

> Russian ice-skating couple
- ex-world champs — dead.
So is their son, an ice skater,
and many of his teammates

> Trump blames army pilot
and ATC controllers. Also
accuses Obama and Biden of
‘lowering air safety standards’

> Pentagon launches probe,
in new defence secretary
Pete Hegseth’s 1st big test

> 300 near collisions
involving commercial e
airlinesinUSinpast 12 mths =
> 43 yrs ago, a plane
crashed into a nearby bridge
& fell into the same Potomac
river, leaving 74 people dead

FULL COVERAGE | P 13

The wreckage of the Bbmbardier
CRJ 700 against the backdrop of
Reagan airport on Thursday




AIR CRASH DEATHS VS TOTAL DEATHS GLOBALLY

Deaths in air Total deaths Air accident deaths per
Year accidents (million) million total deaths

2014 55.5
2015 56.3
o BT\
2017 57.6
2018 57.8
o0 B T
son =1 L me
R | Ch— 697 ..................................................................................... -
202 A &3 intormtional 25
Air Transport 1.2
------ Association -

(IATA)
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CHENNAL

campaigns for SP candidate

Samajwads Party (SP) MP Dimple Yadav held a
n

Thursday to seek votes for

e Ajit

<candidat
Prasad abead of the February 5 byelection. Ms.
Yaday, ¥ from Mainpurl and wite of SP chief

vog: m,

samnbh and said the incident has exposed the

Uttar Pradesh gove
appealed to the
ensure a

rnment’s

people to
“massive victory™ for

. She

“negligence".
Nose for Mc Praasd snd
him.

She alleged

that the BJP government has only given inflation,
unempiloyment. and corruption to the country. s

BPSC examination row

ce

disperse protesters in Patna

Protesting Bihar Public Service Commission

i Parns, only 1o be dispersed by she police. The
ing

aspir

of the e

Competitive

ation held across the State

on December 13 tast year. Patna District

Singh that
;there was no lathi charge on the protesters™, but
d for

they would “nonetheless

beboo

s close

in the ar
nnpo(unl iyl police heatquarcers. ~n

As number of births falls in
Tamil Nadu, concerns rise
about the elderly population

CHENNAL

amll Nadu's birth

blnh; fell  sharply | o

The number of,
births fell by 6.6% last Yalir
as the preceding v

9,023

The number of live births fell

' 6.6% kast

Worrying trend

Alook af the number of
b

According to
the He:

123

jear, below 9 lakh for the first time, according to
State government datza: senior health official says this can lead to social and economic challenges

decline in Maternal Mortal
ity Ratio as the denomina-

order births and infertility.

125

Policy Hote
2024-2025:

123

1is = Totai Fertiity mane

122

[T

105

(2023

bisths, sccording o d
ectorate of Hi-

buc Health and

3acob John, addstonal vice-
and

Nadu and Scerala, largely

Odisha govt. gearing
up to fill up 65,000
vacancies in 2 years

(BJP) moves to fulfill its poil
of filling 1.5 lakh va-

candﬁ within five years.
General Adminis-

tion  depart-
lows vvldl

against 1,59.416 mnc(lnned
posts. tome depart-
ment has 9880 posts lying
vacant against the sanc-
tioned strength of 56,238

posts.
Similarly, Revenue and

vel
in the lead up to the

~It is reported in the re-
cruitment web portal that
there is a vacancy of 94,819
posts at the base

The State’s bij
rale slood at 10.9 in 202-
against 1.7 the previ

The State's Total Fergihi-

&y Rate (TFR) (the averlge
of childre:

a woman during her He
time) stands at 1.4, is
lower than the lace-
ment level of 21. While
there are social and eco-

thar are interconnected as

10

o countries where
birth rates were declining.
“There was a steep drop

in 2024. We will wait for
the annual repore thar will
be out in a few months to

ber of reasons, including

ulation which needs to be
cared for. Not to for;

mam,
ane will be the siow-pace.

their gn\'ernmsnsandalso
T
“The issue

graphic transition 1s that
the momentum often over-
shoots; we have overshot

ed to be.
So, we need deliberate ef-

Lower fertlity here is
due to health-related
tions but

cial development factors,
he said.

e BIP =y
seiticied itie previoes Ha
veen ik government,
the BID had

all hs.l
refrained from flling the
vacant pos! under the

State recefved S93 invest-
ment proj during Ut-
karsh Odisha (Make-in-Od-

Rashid to go on fast over right
to attend Budget Session: AIP

INAGAR

The Awami Ittehad Party
¢AIP) on Thursday. the eve
of th Se: . said

#ts chief and Baramulla MP,

charges under provisions.
of the Unlawful

Engreer Rashic

ger strike in Srinagar’s Pra-
tap Park, Jammu, and Del-
hi's jJantar Mantar,” party
leader G.N. Shaheen said_

(Prevention) Act.
According to the AIP,
Afr. Rashid has written to

Rashid
ighi
press our solldarl(y v.1m

him and party
have dotiad 1o sie o T

He said the

said.

“Mr. Ra.ihld is neither a
tesrorise artracts un-
lawful aces. People have g
ven him a mandate and it
should be respected,” Mr.

hlmnwhlle a kner writ-
ten by Mr. Rashid alleged

ABVP’s Kashmir wing
holds “Tiranga Rally” at
Srinagar’s Lal Chowk

The Hindu Bureau

of his parlismentary rights
cribed the authori-

Kashmiri members of the

Akhil

Wearing  headscarves,
several girls also attended
the rally. “This Tricolour i
our pride. We unfurled the
flag. We are from the cam-
puses of colleges and un-

in To-

pol rson
Un Nabi said and appealed
to civil society emo-
cratic institutions “to inter-
vene and uphold justice for
Mr. Rashid~
Recently. the MP was n

vited as guest of honour a
the India Visionary Tead:
ers Summit 2025, which
will take place on Febeuary
10 at the Constitution Chub
of India, New Delhi.

nr had defeated
Nasional. Conference vice

Parishad (ABVP), an affi-
liate of
sevak Sangh (RSS). on

Thursday held a “Tiranga
rally” at Lal Chowk, the his-

ekl chy cenere.

day's rally was aimed at
inculcating love towards
the nation.” a fernale ABVP
member

e

'rncolnur. over two dozen
ABVP supporters

menced the “Tir
from the Tourist

also
sangthe naconal anthem at

Cross-voting helps BJP win
Mayor post in Chandigarh

3

P on Thursday won

s AAP and
BIP's Harpreet Kaur Ba-
won the poll by secur-

Centre here.
“This rally conveys the

message of how Kashmiri
vouth are carrying the Tri-
Kashmiri

om.
Shd J&K Peoples Confe:
rence chief Sajad Lone
from the Baramulla consti-
tuency in the 2024 Lok
Sabha election.

Tocal ABVR I ader sard

order of the Directorate of
Youth Services and Sports,
allowing the ABVP to hold
a kabaddi and wresting
championship in the Che-
nab Valley's Doda dissrict,

the Ghanta Ghar Lal of.
anea rally.  Chewi: of the oceasion. secured 17 votes.
rally .
cance as the J&K rn- | neek su

civic body & held e
years, the mayoral poll =
held This time,

o atend fo The AN £o-
wvernment also issued a cir-
cular to the Education De-
partment after an official in
Poonch

the Mayor's post, with a te-
nure of one Veal'. was re-
for

served for wome
Despite having a h|gh¢r

to attend the ABVP rally.

n
House, the MP-LOnyss

+ BUPs Harpreet

n bluel, the

Maryor of Chandigarh, with other party coundillors on Thursday. =1

candidate fell short of the
majoriey. BJP has 16 coun-
Cillors, AAP 13, an

Sress six. AAP and Con-
gress jointly have 20 votes

posts, its candidates got 17
votes each. one more than
its strength of 16. again in-

:anng ross-voting.
Last year, the Supreme

wic-
eturning

as the Chandigarh MP  Court had overturned the
Tewari of the Con-  result of the Chandigarh
gress) also has right  mayoral poll, in which the
as an c BIP
-backed Con-  torsous after the 1
gress candidates, Jasbi officer declared as

mvalid
eight votes of the AAP-Con-
gress candidate, Kuldeep
Kumar.

The top court then de-
as the ci-

Nitish draws Oppn. ire for clappmg on

£ the Winter Session
e his

CEENNAL

Expressing disapproval ov-
er the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment hosting events in “a
corner of a city museum™

mour the Father of the
Nation, Mahatma Gandhi,
Ravi on

whil
t colleague Ashok
hary was respond-

RN
Thursday said his repeated
requests to Chief Minister

practice was

In a social media post,

Governor criticises T.N. govt. over choice
of venue for Gandhi’s memorial events

Earlier in the day, Mr
al tributes to a
ak and bust of the late
Foader at the Gandhi Man.
pam on the ocasions of
his death anniversary.

Governoe R.N. Ravi pays tribiutes o Mahatea Gandhi on his desth ot tributes
the Raj Bhavan quoted M. anniversary in Chennal on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGENENT Mr. Stalin and Ministers

as “Does it paid floral tributes to the

stop clapping. on make any sense to hold  Gandhi Mandapam inabe-  should he be mocked even  statue of Mahatma i
along wih several Minis the occasion of Dussehra ™ ex Gandhi’s memorial events  fitting manner were met  today?” on government mas-
ters. odi's feet during an event | — his birthday and martyr-  with stubborn refusal.- He sald the Gandhl Man-  seum cam, in 3
Cher Miniseer \'l)ay K Recent s act was | dom days — in a corner ofa The Governor was furth-  dapam was “a grand me-  Mr. Stalin also adminis-
Afr. Kumar has been em-  met with criticism from | city museum? My repeated ed as saying: “Dur-  morial” built on a spraw-  tered the pledge Zeainst

broiled in several contro-  Opposition leaders, ncl sts ChicfMinle . ing his lMetime. Gandiblil _line tand o the Mi-

Father of the Nation  wversies recently. One of D leader Lalu Prasad, | ter to accord respect to Guindy nistors, sonis ofcials, and

Candhiji. Docsn't this Incs.  most recent Instances was  who labeled Mr. Kumar & | the Father of the Naton and mocked by followers of 1956 by the then Chief Mi.  staff at the Secretarist in

(RID) slammed Mr. Kumar  dent show that his ment. when he made a i Ipless™ Chief Minister. nd hold such events at the  the Dravidian ideclogy. But  nister K. Kama Fort St. George in Chennal.
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As number of births falls in
Tamil Nadu, concerns rise
about the elderly population

_
The number of live births fell by 6.6% last year, dipping below 9 lakh for the first time, according to

Staregoveriiment data; senior health official says this can lead to social and economic challenges

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

amil Nadu’s birth

rate has been on

the decline. In
2024, the number of live
births fell sharply to
8,42,412. In at least five
years leading up to 2024,
the number of live births
stayed above the nine-lakh
mark.

The number of live
births fell by 6.6% last year
as the preceding year
(2023) recorded 9,02,306
births, according to data
from the Directorate of Pu-
blic Health and Preventive
Medicine. The State’s birth
rate stood at10.9 in 2024 as
against 11.7 the previous
year.

The State’s Total Fertili-
ty Rate (TFR) (the average
number of children born to
a woman during her life-
time) stands at 1.4, which is
lower than the replace-
ment level of 2.1. While
there are social and eco-
nomic concerns surround-
ing falling birth rates, there
are public health concerns
that are interconnected as

Worrying trend
Alook at the number of

live births and birth rate
in Tamil Nadu over

»

1

the years
TN According to
2018 9,16,676 12.1 the Health
Department’s
2019 9,45,701 12.5 Policy Note
2020 9,39,783 12.3 2024-2025:
2021 9,12,864 11.9 u Total Fertility Rate
(TFR) of Tamil Nadu
2022 9,36,367 12.2 e A0 i TET
2023 9,02,306 11.7 [
— m The State’s TFR in
2024* 8,42,412 10.9 2020 was 1.4

*as of January 6, 2025

Source: Directorate of Public Health and Preventive Medicine

well. T.S. Selvavinayagam,
Director of Public Health
and Preventive Medicine,
said Tamil Nadu was going
along the lines of several
other developed and deve-
loping countries where
birth rates were declining.
“There was a steep drop
in the number of live births
in 2024. We will wait for
the annual report that will
be out in a few months to
get the full picture,” he
said. However, the decline
in births is due to a num-
ber of reasons, including

good development indica-
tors, he added.

“What is important and
what the real problem is, is
the dependency ratio — we
will have more older peo-
ple who will need support.
We may have social and
economic challenges in the
future because of the high
proportion of elderly pop-
ulation which needs to be
cared for. Not to forget the
dip in the working popula-
tion as well,” he said. One
immediate public health is-
sue will be the slow-paced

decline in Maternal Mortal-
ity Ratio as the denomina-
tor itself remains low, he
said. Dr. Selvavinayagam
added that as a policy, it
was time to focus on higher
order births and infertility.

Momentum overshot
Jacob John, additional vice-
principal (Research) and
professor and head, Centre
for Public Health, Christian
Medical College, Vellore,
said the efforts made to ar-
rest the TFR at some point
in time had been success-
ful in States, such as Tamil
Nadu and Kerala, largely
because of initiatives from
their governments and also
due to economic factors.
“The issue with demo-
graphic transition is that
the momentum often over-
shoots; we have overshot
where we needed to be.
So, we need deliberate ef-
forts to get to the replace-
ment level,” he said.

Lower fertility here is
not due to health-related
conditions but has more to
do with economic and so-
cial development factors,
he said.



* Decline in Birth Rate | oleH G A fRmEc
* Tamil Nadu’s birth rate has been consistently declining over the years.

- dffe=Ts B oA T T @ TIEAR PR @ ol

* In 2024, the number of live births fell sharply to 8,42,412, the lowest
in the last five years.

+ 2024 H, SNfad SI=AT HT F&IAT dolt ¥ GEHT 8,42,412 g S, oY Mo
g ast & Ted A B

* The number of live births decreased b ompared to 2023, when
9,02,306 births were recorded.
- 2023 9,02,306 SI=H o fhT AT &, fFerhr et # 2024 # Shfaa
AT T TEAT 6.6% ©T TS|




 Birth Rate Trends Over the Years | AN A TH I & NG
* | Year | ¥ | Live Births | Sfad ST=# | Birth Rate | = & |

18 |-9,16,676
%319 9,45,701
2020 | 9,39,783
2021 | 9,12,864
2022 | 9,36,367
2023 | 9,02,306
2024 x kB42 412 | 0.9 | £
(As of January 6, 2025 | 6 STaRT 2025 d)

= =2N=DMNDNDN




« Social and Economic Concerns | HTHTISTS 3 rfd=s AT

* The state's Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is now 1.4, lower than the
replacement level of2.1. )_ 1~ -

-g\?zra?rgwr (TFR) 319 1.4 &, siY 9faTymae &aX 2.1 & &#

I

* Experts fear that a declining birth rate may lead to economic
challenges due to a higher dependency ratio.

- faRy=Ar A e @ Sew X H e F wRor 3T o
Ierard @ IfdF AT ScqeeT & Wl Bl

\a° //
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* An increasing elderly population means a larger proportion of people
needing care and support. goT9ll T azr—ﬁ I HAcdeld %’ o
FAF R Fr @ T FErar A maeFar el

* There may be a dlﬁ?.lr“ the worklng population, affecting

productivity. CaD L HAT 3T '\':Hv_cﬁ %’ a8 3caIgahdr
gHTfaa g1



* Government and Expert Reactions | §{hIX 3T AdwAT fr gfafear

* Dr. Selvavinayagam, Director of Public Health, stated that Tamil Nadu
follows a trend seen iWs where birth rates are
declining

- 31. Qedfdaaard, diF ey ey, A Fa1 F affeas Rsfaa a
aﬁmﬁrmmww%, STgT Sied &X °9< TET ¢

* He emphasized that lower birth rates are not due to health-related
factors but economic and socia} conditions.

+ Jogll SR HgT &5 SeH T TARLY ¥ Hafd FRAI & HROT
oTal, ﬁaﬂwaﬁtmﬁﬁaﬁa’r%w%l




* Jacob John, professor at Christian Medical College, noted that policy

efforts have helped in reducing TFR in states like Tamil Nadu and
Kerala. -

- T ARRF FiasT & NHAX e I o Hgr & AfF gt o
affaars 3R FTe AT TSI A TFRFT FH F A A Y B
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* Future Projections and Measures | gfasg Y gHTaaT IR IU

* Experts suggest that policies should now focus on higher-order births
and addressing infertility issues.

- fdwer goma & § @ Afaat & a9 3w w4 A I @@ 3R A
Y FAEABT 9T AT Higd ST dAMeT]



* The state may need to implement strategies to balance the elderly
population with economic productivity.

+ TS P T3] H HEIQ F IHAF IcAEHAT F AT Ffad I &
fore Yoriiferar oy et 93 St §

* Long-term economic policies must be devised to address labor
shortages.

« HA Y AT ¥ Auea & AT Hewifas nfds AfSar sa8 FEh
Gl
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infrastructure in all districes

he Supreme Court of India’s ruling that
there can be no reservation based on re-
sidence In admisslon to PG medical

nisistent with the constisutional man-
dare of equality before law, but may adversely af-
Fect the priorities and health-care requirements
of the States. Court has reminded

cause the basic med
better addressed by admitting more people from
the same background so that doctors emerging
from the systemn would rendes rvice
there. However, on the principle that higher qual-
ificarions brook no compromise with merit, the
prevailing view Is that PG courses should not be
apen for any such residential preference, as the
need to attract the best talent ks higher.
States do-fll up PG sears in

dents form the backbone ofmgdlt;alservlces in
Eovernment hospizals. in additio slm:llsrudans
have the additional incentive af,ud
ment service and, thereby, acqui I.ngel.l.g!bl.llrym
apply for PG cotiraes as ‘service
southern States, in particular, e lreoiad hm
wily in medical education. establishing a college
in almost every district. These would like 1o ac-
from their States to
keep(hﬁrmedx:alservmesglﬂng with an eve

The solution lies in creating educational infras-
tructure of near-uniform quality in every district

Unclear agenda
Trump is on a precarious path as he
he policy agenda of U.S. President Domald

OMB memao was appare
werting by key officials in the White
peared thas funds for

ters were aleo in jeopardy, in
that would have

An opportunity to settle Sri Lanka’s ethnic problem

ndia’s move to nsmed\-ajaﬁnal_ullulal

nelghbours, which have a shared histary and
culture.
In the Last £0-0dd years. the nasure of polisical
change

s ever
Tt the o s e pogzom inSei Lanka
drew India in to play the role of 2 mediaro
initially, and that of an actve player, Iter, in the
attempd to resolve the vexatious ethnic problem.
It was such a complex rel
signing of the nde-Lanka
consequent 13th Amendment

Constitstion, cn
— Provincial Councils — and granting it
- At that time, the Janatha Vimukthi

President Amsra

Am
were considered to be Impositions of India on Sri
Lanka.

The Liberation Tigess of Tamil Eslam (LTTE),
which was another critic and then the most

majority
Mosthern and Eastern prowinces), an sdea that
India can never agree with

India’s nudges on
J)egpd[e the passage oF orver 35 years, the crucial
Amendment has not yes been given a Eair trial,

especially in the Tamil-spe areas af Sri
T ki, erren tvonagh the Prervssiol Councila, fhere
in most parts of the country, functioned between
1988 and 2019,

Successive indian leaders have been ur,
their Sri Lankan counterparts for the “early, full
or effective implementation™ of 13 tn Eact, when
India’s Exsernal affalrs Minkster 5. Jalshankar met

The WVP's
leaders must
stop viewing
he

deserve better

|

Mr. Dissanayake in Colombo in earl
3024 o it ke Tvs ally 102 viott Teaclia, o oo
referred to this much-used phrase.
Bur, the absence of any explic | reference to
A Prime

to the local suthoritses may take place sooner
rather than Later.
There is nothing wrong in holding the

councils. Asin many cther countries, the local
self gowernments in Sri Lanka too are

s of own
revenue nce on ﬁsulu:nsﬂers
on the odlier. This Is why the layer of cial

A ent. It ks not yet <l
Lanka's ruling coalition of the [VP-led Natsonal
Pecple's Power (MPP) still Frvours the repeal of
the Amendrme

implemented but we have a debate whether it
could be a tenable solution for the national

council o adress many
the issues.

It was not without reason that the Interim
repart of the Stecring Commites of the

irurional Assembly, in September 2017,

pnumadmum wide consensus among Chief
Ministers, Provinclal Counclls, and various pansis
£ the

The primary UR of devontian.

The people and a deal
it is time thar the [VEP's leaders stop viewing the
Provincial Councils as a creation of India, as, after
all, any constiutional conoept, in the
period, & an

palimpsest. This holds good for the Accord and
134 ton, which were produced through an
evolutionary process that involved the scrutiny of
a number of progosals as different levels ©
two countries during 198387, Also, St o

Comstitutions

Comse
of 1948 and two Kepublican Constitutions of 1972
and 1978 — were drafted, based on the British,
American and French systems of government
The ruling o kel ol w4 Ry 1
mind that the people of Sri Lanka,
[hgird.gmnr_‘laﬂ.:splrland effecting the
transition of power
Trones Clmmerve A deal that 12 1n tumse

of a “de of political and administrative
POWer to every government, district and

P ~ and hobding elections “within a year
o pr ial councils and local s “which are
qurrenddy postponed indefinicely-. If the potirical
discourse in Sri Lanka Is any indication, elections

“The NPP, which commands a twa-thirds

and political Eactors.

k. Rt oo

The science is

in India, 30 people were killed
Lna  deadly crowd crush that oocurred ax

This writer's heart goes
ot 10 theds Familine amel Trioels Tragedies such
asd\:lsol\:e have becoms far too common across

compromise on the Presidents commitment to
revicw and recalibrate federal funding alloca.
thons tow: CUITINg SOWN 0N GOVernment waste
and unrequired regulations. White House Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitt sabd on sccial media,
“This ks NOT a rescission of the federal funding
freeze. ks simply 2 rescission of the mema”.
While there was little doubt that Mr. Trump
would, during his second term, seck t slash pi.
blic expe: re on certain social services, the ad
hoc and apparently uncoordinated approach to-
wands this cut left many, inchuding some Republi-
cans, baffled. The OMB memo also raised the
specire of Mr. Trump®s fat by executive orders
seeking to supplant the traditional role of Con-
gress, which is the prime vector for appropria-
thons and earmarking funds for specific projects

sectors. This is a precarious path to follow,
and it is likely to face Con-
= continues. There is also

rlghit-
wisive than it is capable of genuinely addressing
urgent political priorities. While Mr Trump may
have become more adept ar personnel manage-

density with tragic consequences.

G
Oklaharma, LS.

7

(‘n:wﬂ.i trus'hu‘

Similar disasters have occurred all throughout
the world in recent years. In Novembes
people were killed in a crowd

small sampling of a
type of catastrophe that happens more often than
people may think.

For o
5o, why do these injuries and deaths k
happening afver so mary Righ-prodie disgsters? ¢
wou believe many of the news storses and
t aften such
se crushes are the fault of crowds that are ~out
ot v Fopirbebi quick vo blame the victims
Ln these scenarios, and too eager ta
wisdon, sterectypes, Snd rules of

Hambs as mibstiutes far SCOUA] slence.

Bur, the science Itself is clear: preventing
cmu.-icmsn requires keeping crowd densities ax
safe levels, and the only entities who can do so
effectively are the local governments, event
organisers, and promoters who plan and overses
these large events. Individual members of crowds

crawd members themselves may not even be able
to take a full breath.
Event planners and local governments can take

clear; crowd disasters are preventable

relatively easy steps to nearly eliminate the risk of

n'avelledbycrwdsaneﬁeeﬁm Gebrie and
ather oheracles that might compress the crowd
battlenecks. can also segment the
crowd o groups to prevent a sudden crowd
surge. Flanners do this each year on New Years
Eve at Times Square in New York City: placing the
crowed Ento s nted areas of roughly 100
people each to prevent the massive crowd from
s a dangerous
crowd -1t is simple, iris relaively
mexpenstve, and it

organisers and the economic factor
Thee pratiam 12 that, Clrenty, In Tast natons,
nothing requires Promwoters, planmers, or kocal
governments to do any of this. Worse, event
have a in
heeping s umlaursuflmehnlig tnstead, they
conomic incentive o pack as

25 poasisle e svents to
ricket, food. and merchandise sales.

The .ml;aay ar me Mslla Kumhh however,
showld eTe to
e frie i M i fend Y

i t large events. Eve ounts
of planning and 0 a venue can
t ate the risk that crowd bers

such
changes will continue to be measured in human
Eves.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
peaple

has affec

of crowd

The Gowvernment of india

Editarisl page (1anusry 23]

liquor in bars and

Crowds, safety
The ‘run fasz, reach first'
attitude and approach have
always been a discipline
dampener and alsc a factar
in crowed management
IPage 1_ 30 dead, &0
injured in stampede as
<rawds surge at Maha
Rumbh®, January 30). The
prabe ordered by the Uttar
Pradesh gowernment will
suggest additional
safeguards, yet there will be
the dangers of excitement,
abstinacy, and t
intransigence af the crowd
R Sampath,

= i

It is mat for the first time

been exposed. The
suthorities mUst strive 1
enswre that lives are safe.
5.1 Khosla,
Chandigarh

Husman lives in India have
the least value and the
leaders at the helm of

appainting committees to

Investigate Incidents. We
witress to this

o e

G.8. Sheanandam,

Coimbatere

Despite extensive security
measwres, including
hundreds of surveillance
cameras, drones, and a
command contral centre,
the incident raises sericus
concems

mana during

religious festivals in india.
Shwakcumar,

Chennzi

Better crowd management
and patience and
adherence to the guidelines.
by the pilgrims could have
saved lives. Ha WIF shauld
be allowed to fout the
rules. A festival that
shaweases India’s spiritual
splendour cannot affod o
hawe sethacks.

Bal Gavind,

Moicta, URtar Prigesh

Special trains and flights
pouring into Prayagraj by

the hour. How is the
icient bo

struscture
Mare i s people?

and the Govemmens of
uttar Pradesh seem to be
more interested in the
income generated from a
pilgrim’s visit than the
facilities pravided to the
wisiting millians whe do not
Knaa W stay, whers
10 eat, and how to manage
as it is a case of crowds,
onawds and even more
crowds ewerywhers.

Baru Rajendra Prasad,
Fpdderstan

Seems 10 suggest
homosopathic ediines
can be misused. Howewer,
any drug, if misused, can
hawe harmsul
consequences, and
homeopathy is no
exception. As a user of
homosopathy, | would urge
this daily to provide

contributions to health care.

Homoeapathy has prawven

tinctures are not necessarly

regulated. The article an the

ge M.,
HMiteshwar, Kersia

The writers seemn to be
maore wormed about
intoxieation by
homoeopathic tinctures

Eonennptin ot plzml[ul

restawrants. Gne also
wanders how they conclisde
‘that hompeopathic
tinctures ars incapable of

Hyderatuac

Cricketing honeur
Cne can hardly think af a
better recipient for the
honour of ICC Cricketer of
the Year prize than Jaspeit
Bumrah. His hard work,
consistency and ability to

IeTersE N L o
Imusst carry the pestal address




The science is clear, crowd disasters are preventable (" L\
— —

in a deadly crowd crush that occurred at

the Maha Kumbh. This writer’s heart goes
out to their families and friends. Tragedies such
as this one have become far too common across
the world at religious pilgrimages, sporting
events, and even music concerts. As someone
who studies crowd disasters, what makes them
even more terrible is that they are almost entirely
preventable.

Crowd crushes are dangerous, deadly, and
immensely scary. They are also scientifically well
understood, easy to predict, and inexpensive to
prevent. Yet, they continue to occur with
surprising frequency in highly modern societies.
While this writer joins the people of India in
mourning the shocking and senseless loss of life,
it is her hope that governments and event
organisers everywhere use this tragedy as an
opportunity to commit to making the changes
necessary to keep crowds safe.

T his week, in India, 30 people were killed

Linked to crowd density

Crowd crushes occur when the density of a
crowd becomes too high. Scientific studies have
repeatedly shown that, at crowd densities of five
persons per square metre, there is a risk of crowd
injuries, and that at seven people per sq.m or
more, the likelihood of death or serious injury is
high. Crowd density is strongly influenced by the
physical space around the crowd. If, for example,
a crowd must navigate or gather in a space that is
too small, crowd density can increase to
dangerous levels rapidly and become deadly.
Preliminary reporting from the Maha Kumbh
suggests that this is precisely what happened
there: a large crowd developed behind a barrier,
compressing its members into a dangerous
density with tragic consequences.

/

Tracy Hresko
Pearl

//(nﬁ] J. Alley

rofessor of Law,
University of
Oklahoma, U.S.

Crowd crushes
are scientifically
well understood,
easy to predict,
and inexpensive
to prevent

—

Similar disasters have occurred all throughout
the world in recent years. In November 2021, 10
people were killed in a crowd disaster at a live
music concert in Houston, Texas, U.S. In October
2022, a crowd crush in Itaewon, South Korea
killed 159 people at a Halloween festival. In April
2023, nearly 90 people were killed in Sanaa,
Yemen, at a charity distribution event. And, in
December 2024, 35 people were killed at a
religious festival in Nigeria.

These examples are just a small sampling of a
type of catastrophe that happens more often than
people may think.

For planners and governments to note

So, why do these injuries and deaths keep
happening after so many high-profile disasters? If
you believe many of the news stories and
commentary that often surround such tragedies,
these crushes are the fault of crowds that are “out
of control”. We are too quick to blame the victims
in these scenarios, and too eager to use
conventional wisdom, stereotypes, and rules of
thumb as substitutes for actual science.

But, the science itself is clear: preventing
crowd crush requires keeping crowd densities at
safe levels, and the only entities who can do so
effectively are the local governments, event
organisers, and promoters who plan and oversee
these large events. Individual members of crowds
themselves have a very limited ability to perceive
what is happening to the crowd as a whole, and
virtually no ability to control it. Once a crowd
reaches a dangerous density, moreover, nobody
in the crowd can meaningfully influence what is
happening around them. In fact, at that point, the
crowd members themselves may not even be able
to take a full breath.

Event planners and local governments can take

relatively easy steps to nearly eliminate the risk of
crowd crush. They can open more entries and )
exits. They can stagger arrival times for large
events. They can make sure passageways

travelled by crowds are free from debris and

other obstacles that might compress the crowd

into bottlenecks. They can also segment the

crowd into groups to prevent a sudden crowd

surge. Planners do this each year on New Year’s

Eve at Times Square in New York City: placing the
crowd into segmented areas of roughly 100 ‘
people each to prevent the massive crowd from
clustering in ways that might create a dangerous
crowd density. It is simple, it is relatively
inexpensive, and it works.

On organisers and the economic factor

The problem is that, currently, in most nations,
nothing requires promoters, planners, or local
governments to do any of this. Worse, event
organisers themselves have a vested interest in
keeping such laws off the books. Instead, they
have a strong economic incentive to pack as
many people as possible into events to maximise
ticket, food, and merchandise sales.

The tragedy at the Maha Kumbh, however,
should inspire governments everywhere to
reconsider their hands-off approach to crowd
crush and pass sensible laws and regulations
requiring event planners, promoters, and venues
to take the basic steps needed to reduce the risk
to individuals at large events. Even small amounts
of planning and minimal changes to a venue can
almost eliminate the risk that crowd members
will be injured, trampled, or squeezed to death
on their feet while still allowing everyone to have
a good time. The cost of waiting to make such
changes will continue to be measured in human
lives.



* Introduction | IR=T

* The article discusses the tragic crowd crush at the Maha Kumbh in
India, where 30 people lost their lives.
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* Crowd disasters are becoming increasingly common at religious
gatherings, sports events, and concerts worldwide. |
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* The most terrifying aspect is that these disasters are scientifically
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- Link Between Crowd Density and Disasters | 13 &elcq 3T Jragrait
& o qay

* Crowd crushes occur when the number of people per square meter

exceeds a safe limit.
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* Scientific studies show that at five people per square meter, there is a

risk of crowd injuries. At seven or more, fatalities are highl pmﬁl‘e.
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* The physical space available determines how quickly a situation can
escalate to dangerous levels.
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* Global Examples of Crowd Disasters | gﬁ'ﬂT ST A siis T3t &
3qleYur

* Several major crowd disasters have occurred in recent years:

- § & aut H w§ yAE oz e’ g &

* Houston, Texas (2021) — 10 people killed at a music concert.
+ EFFCA, TFA (2021) - Wl F1AHA & 10 e Fr Al

* |taewon, South Korea (2022) — 159 people killed at a Halloween festival.
o SCTdeT, SAI0T HINAT (2022) - gNdlsT 3c@a & 159 et &Y Aiq|

e Sanaa, Yemen (2023) — 90 people killed in a charity event.
« AT, IAA (2023) - AR sd€ H 90 et Fr Hiql

* Nigeria (2024) — 35 people killed at a religious gathering.
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* Role of Planners and Governments | ATATHRT 3 TIHERT A

[N
* Most crowd disasters are preventable through better event planning
and crowd management.

» 3rfTer iz SIS $1 AgAX IS Forar R i3 yauaT &

HTEAH gHdT ¢l
* Blaming the crowd forbeing "out of control" ignores scie/ntiﬁ?




* The key solution is maintaining safe crowd densities.
- HET AU AT s ueca qee 1@ g

* Only governments and event organizers can implement these changes

effectively. """
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* Preventive Measures | Q& ATH & 39T

 Governments and event organizers can take simple steps to prevent
crowd crushes:

gﬁgﬁtmmaﬂgmﬁm%mwmm

Increase entry and exit points to avoid bottlenecks.

-'ﬁiﬁﬁgfaﬁﬁaﬁ#mqﬁﬂaﬁtﬁmﬁ?ﬁaﬁrmml

Stagger arrival times for large events.

« g3 AT & T AT THAT FV 3rAT-37eT FI
Ensure pathways are clear of obstacles to prevent compression.

- lARTd #Y & T arnst @ A @ arfr oz B g I A AF 1 F/F
Divide crowds into smaller groups to control movement.
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» Responsibility of Event Organizers | 3TATSTARAIT T AFASHT

e
* In most countries, eventgl:gaﬁiﬁrs are not required by law to take
safety precautions.
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TEHRAN

Ready for nuclear discussions if

Western nations are serious: Iran

AL

57" LY

-~

Iran is prepared to discuss its nuclear programme if Westen

countries demonstrate
spokesperson Esmael

“sericusness’, according to Foreign Ministry
Bagaci. He said that discussions depend on

the actions of other parties and expressed hope for a realistic
approach from the U.S. administration under President Trump. «

KYIV

Russian drone barr: kills at least

four. injures nine in east Ukraine

REUTERS

i i RS VI building in Surmy, Usraine,
Kilted at least four people and ingured nine others, inchuding a child.

Uk
as a “terrible

an President Volodymyr Zelenskyy cond

jemned the assault

o

maintain pressure on Russia for its actions. «»

NANTERRE

Dominique Pelicot

stioned in

other cases of rape and murder

~
Dominigue
Giséle PEBcOT, was questioned on Thursday AbouT other

rape and murder cases from the

Pélicot, convicted for

irg and raping his ex-wife

DUBAI

Dubai airport, busiest for world

travel, sees 92.3 mn footfall in 2024

VEFVVYVYYVYVYEY

-~
Dubsi International Aiport recorded 3 historic $2.3 million
in 202 i 2

GETTY meAGES.

19905 He denies invohmement in

the kilings but acknowledges contact with 3 victim in 3 separate

018. This.

achiewement highlights Dubar's recovery from the pandermic and
sclicifies its position as the world's busiest airport for intemational
travel, with plans for fubare expansion, =

Philippines to remove U.S. missile
system if China stops ‘sea aggress1on

China had demanded the removal of the missile syste

missile system was repositioned closer to Manila to

me
scribed as traiing for joint
combat readiness.

China has repeatedly
demanded that the Philip-
pines remove the missile

stance: Chinese President Xi JInping and Philppine Presicent

system, saying it was ~incit-
opolitical confronta-

tion and an arms race".
Asked by reporters
about Chinas criticism of
the missile system. Mr.
Marcos said he did not un-

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. during 3 ceremony in Beijing in 20234

desstand the Chinese posi
tion because the pmup
pines does not comment
on China's missile systems
which “are

amid Phi rising jons with China
[Levs make a deal with  weeks ago from the north-
china: Step e Philippines to a strateg-
territory, stop u.: uea nearer the capital,

and stop your aggressive

in  consulation
with PRilippine defence of
ficials, 2 senior Philip)

The Philippine offictal,
who spoke on condition of
of a

and
and we'll retwrn the ty-
phon missiles,” Mr. Marcas
told :

Chinese officials did not
immediately comment on
the

because
lack of authority to discuss
sue

leader's
remarks.
The U.S. Army’s mobile
Typhon mixxil  Dymem.
which consist launch-

er and at leas( 16 Standard

a
times more powerful than
what we have™.

Tand Aeack M:sus was
repositioned about two

Navy forces have been fn-
volved in _ increasingly
tense face-offs in the South
China Sea. Tomahawk mis-
glies cwn ravel rwer 1,400

puss parts of
Tominkand  dntna ” within
their range.

Associated Press
GOMA

‘s President Félix

response~ while still em-
phasising the need for a
peaceful res

solution.

Pl Enlist massively in the
Army because you are the
spearhead of our country,”
he urged young people.

As Goma remains with-
out electricity and wamq,
the situation has becos
dire, with bodies of. aue
government soldiers visi-
ble on the streets. Mean-
while, French Foreign Mi-
nister Jean-Noél Barrot

Fétx Tshisekndi
arrived in Kinshasa, poten-
dally signaliing diplomaric

ess  the
pair i

Widespread looting
The UN World Food Pro-

Congo’s President calls for
massive Army mobilisation

significantly more than
during their previous in-
cursion in 2012

The rebels are advanc-
ing toward Bukavu, caus-

& panic among residents.
Gunfire and e
h.

A
called for an immediate
ceasel urged Mr.

10 engage in talks with the
rebels. which Congo con-

gram

siders

in Goma, exacer- are escalal between

an already preca- Rwanda and South ica
rious humanitarian situa- over their involvement in
ton for over 6 million the conflict, raising fears of
displaced individuals. The 2 broader regional war dri-
MZ3 rebels are ven by for
supported by around Congo’s vast mineral
. an troops.  resources.

e

New beglnnings

People pray at 3 shrine on the first day of the Lunar New Year of the Snake in Ba
the Lunar New Year with their famiSies on January 29, as they bid farewell to the Year of the Dragon and usher in the Year of the Snake 45

Hundreds of miicas of peopie scross Asia celebrate

Hamas confirms death
of its military leader Deif

GAZA CITY

confirmed

gades announce
great people the martyr-

of a group of distin-
gulshed Aghters and heroic
commanders,” Abu Obei-
da, spokesperson for Ha-
mass armed wing, an-

nounci in a video
statement, ng “com-
mander Mohammed Deif,

puty chief of staff ~ among
the:

Israel had accused Deif
of being one of the key ar-

eliminated in the striks

tHe was killed along with
one of his top comman-
gers. Rafa Salama. the mil-
irary said.
“Deif initiated, planned.
and executed the October
7th massacre.” the military

He was among Israel's
most wanted men for near-
Iy three decades and on a
U.S. list of “international
terrorists” since 2015

Deif, whase real name is
Mohammed Déab al-Masri,

Deif the “cat with nine
Iives~ after his many close
calls with death.

Deif is said to have

bum beneath Gaza.

10 Palestinians
killed in West
Bank drone
strike: Israel

JERUSALEM

Israel’s military
on Thursda; it had
killed 10 Palestinians in a

before, saying it had targes-
ed militants.

During a joint “counter-
texrarism

sathering of armed terro-
rists in the area of Tamun™
late Wednesday, the mili-

the strike.”
two of the militants killed
were involved in an attack
that claimed the life of an
Israell soldier and injured
three others in Tamun
January 20.

Qatari Emir tells Syria
leader ‘urgent need’
for inclusive govt.

DAMASCUS
During a meeting on
urs: tari  Emir

an government
terim President Ahmed al-
This visit marks the first

by a head of state to Da-
mascus since the fall of

and alms to promece stabil-
cm
*

ity and reconstruction in
Syria

Sri Lanka’s senior Tamil politician and
ITAK veteran Mavai Senathirajah no more

coLosteo

Senlor Tamil politician ba-

forming a transional legis-
Latu dissolving
pasie gxuups involved in
Dr. A;sad 's overthrow. The
Qatari delegation also ad-
Sens biateral coopera-
tion on n, fo-

Coing on vital soctors Mke

chuding Sauds Arabia’s king
dan’s king, k=

ulated Mr. Sharaa on his
v all sup-

sign.
for Syria‘s transition.

a
Fure in the long political
for the rights of
sri ’s north
and east, passed away on
“‘ednesdz) e brief dl-
ness. He w:

Wi Tkt Tamil Aras
Katchi UTAK or Federal

from 2014 to 2024. He
d

d
rift - that Is yet to be

Maval Senachirasah

cades. He jolned the move:

-
se!f delermlnanon in his
student days and also par-

waran, who w
served as Chief Minister.
An same, Senathiraj

ha'led by | Prominent lead-
er S LV. Ch

Israel releases 110
prisoners as Hamas
frees eight hostages

KHAN yoUNIs

Buses carrying freed Pales-
tnian

1961. He continued g‘tjb
ing  for il rights
through 1960s and 1970s,
often courting arrest.
Senathirajah’s name al-

— wo
factions vying for the par-
ty’s leadership.
Senathirajah's political
devoted th,

ism, spanned over six de-

election to the Northern
Provincial 1 was
held in 2013. However, the

-

tion Sajith Premadasa de-
scribed mannujah as a
teadias for the

from Ofer Prison in the
West Bank on Thursday,
following a chaotic release
of three Israell hostages
and five Thals by Hamas_
instially delayed the re-
lease proceeded after Is-

guarantees were con-

o Jmners Crtso derulce;
confirmed it
had freed 10 prisoners on

came into effect on Janu-
ary19.

This marks the third ex-
change under a ceasefire
deal aimed at ending the
ongoing conflict. Another
release Is scheduled for Sa-
turday, with additonal Is-
raeli captives expected to
be freed.

Amx




Philippines to remove U.S. missile
system if China stops ‘sea aggression’

China had demanded the removal of the missile system, claiming it incites geopolitical confrontation and an arms race; the

missile system was repositioned closer to Manila to enhance military readiness amid Philippines’ rising tensions with China

Associated Press
MANILA

hilippine President
P Ferdinand Marcos

Jr. offered on Fri-
day to remove a U.S. mis-
sile system from the Philip-
pines if China halts what
he called its “aggressive
and coercive behaviour” in
the disputed South China
Sea.

The U.S. Army installed
the Typhon mid-range mis-
sile system in the northern
Philippines in April last
year to support what the
long-time treaty allies de-
scribed as training for joint
combat readiness.

China has repeatedly
demanded that the Philip-
pines remove the missile

Hard stance: Chinese President Xi Jinping and Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. during a ceremony in Beijing in 2023. AP

system, saying it was “incit-
ing geopolitical confronta-
tion and an arms race”.
Asked by reporters
about China’s criticism of
the missile system, Mr.
Marcos said he did not un-

derstand the Chinese posi-
tion because the Philip-
pines does not comment
on China’s missile systems
which “are a thousand
times more powerful than
what we have”.

“Let’s make a deal with
China: Stop claiming our
territory, stop harassing
our fishermen and let
them have a living, stop
ramming our boats, stop
water cannoning our peo-
ple, stop firing lasers at us
and stop your aggressive
and coercive behaviour,
and we’ll return the ty-
phon missiles,” Mr. Marcos
told reporters.

Chinese officials did not
immediately comment on
the Philippine leader’s
remarks.

The U.S. Army’s mobile
Typhon missile system,
which consists of a launch-
er and at least 16 Standard
Missile-6 and Tomahawk
Land Attack Missiles, was
repositioned about two

weeks ago from the north-
ern Philippines to a strateg-
ic area nearer the capital,
Manila, in consultation
with Philippine defence of-
ficials, a senior Philippine
official said.

The Philippine official,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because of a
lack of authority to discuss
the sensitive issue in pu-
blic, said the U.S. missile
system is now nearer an
area where Chinese and
Philippine coast guard and
Navy forces have been in-
volved in increasingly
tense face-offs in the South
China Sea. Tomahawk mis-
siles can travel over 1,600
km, which puts parts of
mainland China within
their range.



* Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has offered to remove a U.S.
missile system if China ceases its "aggressive and coercive behavior" in

the South China Sea.

- el & Tseufa wfdds afe g @ AR faEa
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* The missile system was installed in April last year in the northern
Philippines as part of a long-standing defense alliance with the

U.S.3ARST AT omell & Raa arar tta 7 398 fheldia
H AT AT =T o1, S 3ARNST & 910 od AT A el 3T

T8 T&Tm 9fer &1 fewar g1

* China has demanded its removal, arguing that it incites geopolitical

tensions and an arms race.©leT ﬁ' fhm YUITeT &Y gelal T AT
a?r% g dF &d gU & Ig H-UeEifae dara 3 SRy
als # sgmar &ar gl



» China’s Concerns & Philippine Response | el &Y Ram 3k
freidie &r gfafwar

* President Marcos Jr. stated that he does not understand China's
concerns since the Philippines never comments on China's missile
systems, which are far more powerful.

- Teeqfd AR SR A F7T & a7 oI fr Raet #1 a8 q7s,
wﬁﬁﬁhﬁwmaﬁ%ﬂﬂaﬁm@mwwaﬁm
a’rag?raifﬁmelﬁ—crensﬁ%l

* He cr|t|C|zed China for its territorial claims, harassment of Filipino
fis;ymen and aggressive actions in the region.

3egia i At AT grag), Aredia & ASIRT & e = 3
¥ 8T #H 3TwHHE dfafafat fr smaraer D



* Marcos Jr. proposed that if China stops its hostile actions, the U.S.
missile system will be returned.

- AT SfAAT & gHE G @ 3eR e sraelt arganqet afafafear ag
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* U.S. Missile System & Strategic Importance | AR ﬁm YUTTe
IR s WEAfas Agar

* The Typhon missile system includes a launcher and at least 16
Standard Missile-6 and Tomahawk Land Attack Missiles.

ﬁﬁﬁmﬁ#wwaﬁzm#mm:&ém@s
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* These missiles have a range of over 1,600 km, allowing them to reach

parts of mainland China.3« fAargalt & I 1,600 frat & 3rfeF
g Owd 3 A9 & A&7 REW a 9g Fhd §)

* Recently, the missile system was repositioned from northern
Philippines to a more strategic location near Manila, closer to Chinese-

Philippine conflict zones.gTel gl H, ﬁﬂﬁ?—l’ YUITell T 30
ﬁwﬁtﬁq#mma:wwmﬁwvmwﬁm
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CLAIMS

@ China

@ Taiwan

@ PFhilippines

& Vietnam
Malaysia

@ Brunei







Key Players in South China Sea (SCS)
T

Y4 N Y4

~

China: It Taiwan: With Vietnam: It The Malaysia and }{] The US: has
claims the their shared has actively Philippines: Brunei: Argu no territorial
biggest share, /h/s ory, ruled over China’s the“areas rights, but it
maintaining aiwan’s boél;;hé lgims t claim fall has become
its right to broad claims Para nd 4~ oveflap with ithin thejr a significant
almost 90 per to the area the Sgratlys the Y Exclusiv figure
cent of SCS, reflect those since the 17th ¢4  Philippines’ Economi conducting
occupying all of China’s. Century. exclusive Zones, as freedom of
of the Paracel economic defined b navigation
Islands and zone, which the UN exercises.
nine reefs in Manila calls Convention q
the Spratly's. the West on the Laws of —~—
Philippine the Sea
Sea. (UNCLOS).
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(South China Sea)

Context
Recently, Indian Ocean Conference
(IOC) in Maldives discussed South China disputes

- 4

The Philippines,
Vietnam, China, Brunei,
Taiwan and Malaysia
hold different,
sometimes overlapping,

g : F )
territorial claims over - . ,
the sea, basedon CHINA / ot

It is a key commercial

various accounts of

history and geography thoroughfare
connecting Asia with
+ Europe and Africa

Beijing outlines the area it
claims in the South China
Sea with a nine-dash line

,

It stretches as far g
2,000km from the Chinese
mainland, reaching waters

close to Indonesia and
Malaysia
4
It is violative of the
principle of Exclusive
Economic Zones

huge reserves of
resources such as

/l\

fisheries

oil
natural gas

US has wide-ranging security commitments Itis a vital trade route in the global supply
in East Asia, and is allied with several of the chain, used by American companies who
countries bordering the South China Sea produce goods in the region

\/

Accordingly, it has emerged as a flashpoint in China-US relations in Asia
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Waqgf (Amendment)
Bill, 2024




* The Joint Committee on the Waqgf (Amendment) Bill, 2024 adopted its report by a
majority vote, clearing the wayforthe government to move the Bill during the upcoming
Budget Session of Parliament.




What is a Waqf Board?

Established in: The concept of Waqf Boards was formalized under the Waqf

Act, 1954, and further strengthened by the Wagf Act, 1995. (It is statutory
body)

Governed by: The Ministry of Minority Affairs, Government of India, oversees
the functioning of Waqf Boards.




J\“

/e

* Functions and Powers:
_/Kdmlnlstratlon Manages and supervises Waqf properties.

* Recovery: Recovers lost or encroached Waqf properties.
e
* Transfer: Sanctions the transfer of im Ie Waqf ropertles through sale, gift,

mortgage, exchange, or lease.

* Appointment: Appoints custodians to ensure Waqf revenues are used for
designated purposes.

. Le/galkuthoritv: Can sue and be sued in court.




e Board and Members:

* Chairperson: Appointed by the state government.

. MeMnclude Muslim legistators, parliamﬁﬁta/rians, members of the
state Bar,eoﬁil, IsIamic/sd:;eIars, and mutawalis (managers) of Waqfs with
an annual income of X1 lakh and above.

 Central Waqf Council (CWC): Established/in 1964 to\oversee and advise state-
level Waqf Boards.




Proposed Amendments in the 2024 Bill:

Inclusion of Non-Muslim Members:

e Mandates at least two non-Muslim members in
the Central Wagf Council and State Waqf Boards.
1l Waqt Cour

e Allows non-Muslim members to form a majority in
these bodies.




Removal of Wagf by User: Eliminates the concept of Waqf bv User, which recognized
properties used for religious or charitable purposes over time as Wadf.

District Collector’s Role: Grants District Collectors the authority to determine
ownership of disputed properties and update revenue records.

Compositicin of Tribunals: Removes the requirement for an expert in Muslim law
from Wagf Tribunals.

Appeals Process: Allows direct appeals to High Courts against Tribunal decisions,
removing the finality of Tribunal rulings.




* About Waqf:
* Under the Wagqf Act of 1954, a Waqf refers to a property dedicated in

the name of God for rglig_iggs and charitable purposes.
 Legally, it is the permanent dedication bya Muslim of any movable
or immovable property for purposes recognised by Muslim law as

pious, religious, or charitable.




A Wagqf can be established through a deed or instrument, or a property can
be considered a Waqf if it has been used for religious or charitable purposes over a long
period.

The proc/e::l:)rom a Waqf typically fund edu;]:iemal institutions, gra/ve),férds, mosques,

and shelt omes.

Once a property is designated as a Wadf, it becomes non-transferable and is detained
perpetually as a charitable act toward God, essentially transferring ownership to God.

Wagfs can be either public, serving charitable ends, or private, benefiting the property
) . ——-_-_-—-_-—_—-—-—-—- -
owner’s direct descendants. -

To create a Waqf, one must beof}nd mind and hold valid ownership of the property.




* The creator of a Waqf, known as the Wagif, does not have to be a
Muslim, as long as they profess belief in Islamic principles.

* How is a Waqf governed?
 Wagfs in India are regulated by the Waqf Act, 1995.

* A survey commissioner lists all properties declared as Waqf by conducting
local investigations, summoning witnesses, and requisitioning public
documents.

 The Wagf is managed by a mutawali, who acts as a supervisor.

* Unlike trusts established under the Indian Trusts Act, 1882, which can serve
broader purposes and be dissolved by the board, Wagfs are specifically for
religious and charitable uses and are intended to be perpetual.




Team Initiative




* The Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) has launched the Trade
Enablement and Marketing (TEAM) initiative
to boost digital commerce for MSMEs.




What is the TEAM Initiative?

The Trade Enablement and Marketing (TEAM) initiativeis a government scheme designed to help
MSMEs adopt digital commerce by leveraging the Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC).

Ministry: Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSME). Scheme Under:

It has been launched under the “Raising and Accelerating MSME Productivity (RAMP)” Programme.




* Aim:

* To empower MSMEs by integrating them into

the diweeecosystem.

* To promote inclusivity by ensuring 50%

participWen-led businesses.
* To provide MSMEs with access to digital
storefronts, payment solutions, and logistics

support.




e Onboard 5 lakh MSMEs onto tife@ ONDC network-

e Conduct 150+ workshops in tier 2 and 3 cities, focusing on MSME clusters, women-led, and
SC/ST-ledBusinesses.

Implementation Partner: National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC).

. Duratlon ThreeWOZS-ZOZS).
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At the summit, the National Energy Compacts were presented
by 12 African countries, which include Chad, Cote d'lvoire,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi,
Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Tanzania, and Zambia.



Mahatma Gandhi
Martyr Day






He was the most prominent face of India’s
freedom movement.

He was assassinated on January 30, 1948 by
Nathuram Godse.

The day has been observed as Martyrs’ Day, also
known as ‘Shaheed Diwas’ or ‘Sarvodaya Day,’ to
honour him and countless others who sacrificed
their lives for India’s freedom.




* Legacy : Mahatma Gandhi’s impact extended far beyond India’s
independence struggle.

* He advocated for justice, nonviolence, and peace globally, uniting millions
through his leadership in movements like the Khilafat iilovement, Quit India
Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement, Non-cooperation
Movement, and Champaran Satyagraha.






* The “when-listed” platform proposed by SEBI is a
significant regulatory initiative aimed at curbing grey market
trading and ensuring a transparent and structured mechanism for
trading IPO shares before their official listing.

 What is the Grey Market?

* The grey market refers to the unofficial trading of securities,
particularly shares, before they are officially listed on stock
exchanges.



Key Aspects of the “When-Listed” Platform

Regulated Pre-Listing Trading: This platform will allow investors to trade IPO shares after
allotment but before official listing, bridging the gap between T+1 (allotment day) and
T+3 (listing day).

Price Discovery Before Listing: The “when-listed” price may serve as a pre-listing
indicator of how the stock might perform on the listing day.

e Helps in better investment decisions for both retail and institutional investors.

Shorter Settlement Periods (T+0, T+1): This aligns with SEBI’s broader push toward faster
trade settlements, such as the recent introduction of the T+0 settlement cycle for select

stocks.




Word of the day

Calumnious:

harmful and often uttue; tending to discredit
or malign

Syn ONYMS: defamatory, denigrating,
slanderous

U SAEE: Those vile accusations against him
proved to be false and calumnious.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
calumniouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ka.lum.ni'o:.sus/




Fun fact
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