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Strike a nuke deal
or face bombings,
says Trump

isTANBUL
U.S. President Donald Trume
on Sunday threatened Iran
with bomibings and secondary
tarifis if Tehran cid not come
%o an agreement with
Washington over its nuctear
programme. % PAGE 14

Netanyahu tells
Hamas leaders to
disarm and leave

JERUSALEN
Israed Prime Minister Berganvin
Netanyahu on Sunday offered
%0 let Hamas leaders leave Gaza
but the groun
abandan its arms, as Israel kept
P its bombardment of the
Palestinian territory. Hamas is
open 1o relinguishing control
but has wamed its

One dead, three injured
as train derails in Odisha

U coaches of

e Express

off track: one woman passenger seriously injured:

impact was minimal as train slowed down after crossing a bridge: Railways announces inquiry

BHUBANESWAR
ne person was
0kll¢d and  three
sustained injuries

railway station,
from Cuttack, in Odisha on
Sunday.
Eleven coaches of the
tram for Kamakhya
in Guwahati went off the

stowed
ter crossing a bridge over
the Mahanadi, the impact
on passengers was mini-
mal, officials said.
o Cont Railway said
ased had been
idenurﬁed as Suvankar Roy,

T —
suffered grievous Injury,

In shock:

while two men were being
treated for simple injuries,
the Railway said in a state-
ment.

Ex gratia announced
The Indian Railways an-

quiry into the accident

helped out of the
Express in Cuttack, Odisha on Suncay. STECIAL ARRMAGEVENT

Ex gratia of €5 lakh will
be provided to the family
of the deceased, while 2.5
lakh will be given to those
with grievous injuries and
250,000 to thos
ple injuri
“After the deratlment,
ngers struy
Bve o a e Dosibon
and arrange alternative

1t to reach their
destinations. The intense

Rebel NUG in Myanmar
accuses junta of attacks
in earthquake-hit region

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

heat an. condi- s forc-

tions  worsened their | es on Sunday accused

ordeal. il ¢ junta of launchiy
To exials;

sure the safe journey of af-
fected passengers.

“Efforts are under way

1o restore normalcy to the

affected routes as soon as

protocols

have been strictly followed

uring the rescue opera-

20 trains were divert-

2 “red fne” » PAGE 14

NEW DELIE
Prime Minister Narendra Nodi
in the Mann Xi Boat , on
Sunday pitched for rasraater
harvestng and recycling of

years through recharge
Structures. » PAGE ¢
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‘Gudi Padwa’ revelry

of Gua Podwa,

hi New Year, in Girgaon, Mumbai, on Sunday. ENMANUAL YOSIN

According to sources in
the rebel National Unity
Government (NUG), which
had called for a ~pause~ in
fighting, the junta’s aircraft

carried out bombing raids
in various locations on
su close to the eph

centre of Friday's earth-
quake. Among the areas
that were bombed includ-
ed parts that are controlled

ilateral and the ‘s

task: Rescuers on Sunday work at the site of a bulldng
That Cottapeed In Friday'e earihcrsame in Mardatay, Siyanmar ae

Indian Army’s first relief
team reaches Mandalay

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

hospital team under

“Operation Brahma~
landed at the Mandalay
alrport in Myanmar on
Sunday, officials said_ The
core team is scheduled to
arrive on M

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE &

junta has not acknow

orkplaces, the Ministry
o( Defence of the National
Government (NUG)
annnunoed hat the Peo-
ple’s Defence Force (PDEF)
will implement a two-week
pause in offensive military

had called for a “pause” in
ing against the mili-
=y Juinca citing the wides-

except for de-
fensive actions, in earth-
quake-affected areas start-
ing March JO the NUG

of Myanmar an-
thy

Teams (PDT) will carry out
[rescue and relief opera.

369 people have died in
he

read caused o the areas
By Fridays  earthquake. “We thank our friends under  its control _and
Announcing suspen- Please around 223

of n nearly missing in akmnath m‘
four-year-old confli the earthquake. The num-

Duwa Lashi La urged the
international _community
to send relief marerial
the areas that are under
the group’s control. The
group further said the Peo-
ple’s Defence Force (PDF),

arme: the
NUG, will maintain cease-
fire for two weeks starting
from Sun.

Two-weeks pause
“To facilitate rescue opera-
tions for people rapped in
the debris of collapsed
buildings structures, and

resis-
tance by Exhnic Armed Or-
tions (EAOs) is a de-

G
large parts of the Sagaing

ber of the injured Is around
1822,

The NUG has further in-
formed tha it has started
carrying out urgent relief
and repair_operations in

ng region. “Our com-
mitment to helping our pe-
ople remains unwavering
through every possible
ans. Every Helping
hand, every volce, and ev.
ery action matters.” said
NUG's Prime  Minister

material 6o Myanm:

Fifty Maoists surrender in
Bijapur; CM hails State policy

RAPUR

Fifty alleged Maolsts — 14 of
whom ed a cumula-
tive bounty of 268 lakh on
their heads — surrendered
before the security forces
n Bijapur district of Chhat-
tisgarh on Sunday, the pol-
ice said.

Inspector-General of
Police (Bastar Range)

large numbers, adding that
26 Maotsts surrendered on
an occaston last month, al-
so in Bijapur.

Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai credited the State
government’s recently an-

of those

a cumulative bounty
of TES lakh on their
heads, say police

Maoists.

M. Sai said (hm people
trapped in the vicious cy-
cie Of Naxatiam were now
leaving the gun and return-

necusly in Bijapur districe.

He said that the positive re-
sults of the new Surrender
and Rehabilitation Policy -
2025 of the Chhattisgarh

are now clear-

nanctal lncenuves

rehabilitation policy for

cm
x

ton to for hous-
e nd hesitheare for

raj said. They include
those living n the interlor

ing support
T underground

renders were also an out-
come of the

Actor Mohanlal apologises over Empuraan row;
CM, Opposition leader express support to artists

S.R. Praveen
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

With a right-wing backlash
over what appe:

cuts™ were being made to
the flm.

The actor and the rest of
the crew backracked even
as the issue transformed
into a fullblown political
controversy with Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayl Vi-
Jayan

Caught in a storm: The cast and crew of the film at 3 promaotional
cvent shead of its release. SPECIAL ARPANGEMENT

dent Rajeev Chandrasek-
har vowing never to watch
the film.

It is my duty as an ar-
tist to ensure that none of
hatred

and opening of camps in
the dense Maoist-affected
areas.

expresing so"danl) with
the makers and Bharatiya
Janata Party State prest-

political
ogy, or

raan team and 1 sincerely
regret the distress caused
to my loved ones, and with
the realisation that the res-
ponsibility for it lies with
all ked be-
hind the film, we have de-
cided eogether to Temove
such themes from the

film,” Mohanlal said i a
Facebook post.
jayan, who said he
had gome 1o watch the flm
on Saturday, called for a
united stand to protect the
right to make films, to
watch them, and to agree
or disagree with them.

It does not augur well
for democracy for comma-
nal elements to destroy a
work of art> Mr. Vijayan

!Wk:al (rur.hs can never be

S eaders of the BPs Ker-

ala unit said on Saturday
¢ the party had not in-
any campaign
against the fAilm.
The RSS mouthpece Or-
ganiser published two art

political agenda™ and call-
ing Empuraan a “disturb-
ing. divisive tale dlsguised
as cines

Although the re-edited

The revised version is ex-
pected theatres by

.




Actor Mohanlal apologises over Empuraan row;
CM, Opposition leader express support to artists

S.R. Praveen
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

With a right-wing backlash
over what appears to be re-
ferences to the 2002 Guja-
rat pogrom in the Malaya-
lam film Empuraan, actor
Mohanlal on Sunday ex-
pressed “regret for the dis-
tress caused”, and con-
firmed that “voluntary
cuts” were being made to
the film.

The actor and the rest of
the crew backtracked even
as the issue transformed
into a full-blown political
controversy with Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan and Leader of the
Opposition V.D. Satheesan
expressing solidarity with
the makers and Bharatiya
Janata Party State presi-

Amaiirvag Clreves DUt Lt
ANTONY PERUMBAVODR
MOHANLAL

EMPUR AN

Caught in a storm: The cast and crew of the film at a promotional

event ahead of its release. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

dent Rajeev Chandrasek-
har vowing never to watch
the film.

“It is my duty as an ar-
tist to ensure that none of
my films harbours hatred
towards any political
movement, ideology, or re-
ligious sect... The Empu-

raan team and I sincerely
regret the distress caused
to my loved ones, and with
the realisation that the res-
ponsibility for it lies with
all of us who worked be-
hind the film, we have de-
cided together to remove
such themes from the

film,” Mohanlal said in a
Facebook post.

Mr. Vijayan, who said he
had gone to watch the film
on Saturday, called for a
united stand to protect the
right to make films, to
watch them, and to agree
or disagree with them.

“It does not augur well
for democracy for commu-
nal elements to destroy a
work of art,” Mr. Vijayan
said in a Facebook post.

Mr. Satheesan accused
the Sangh Parivar of cowar-
dice for unleashing threats
and insults to forcibly
change the content of a
work of art. “Do not forget
that no matter how much
you try to cover it up, his-
torical truths can never be
erased,” he said.

Leaders of the BJP’s Ker-

ala unit said on Saturday
that the party had not in-
itiated any campaign
against the film.

The RSS mouthpiece Or-
ganiser published two arti-
cles against the film, accus-
ing the nmakers of
“exploiting post-Godhra
riots to push an anti-Hindu
political agenda” and call-
ing Empuraan a “disturb-
ing, divisive tale disguised
as cinema.”

Although the re-edited
version of the film was sup-
posed to release only by
Wednesday, the Central
Board of Film Certification
(CBFC) is learnt to have di-
rected the regional office
to speed up the process.
The revised version is ex-
pected in theatres by
Tuesday.

AINX






L2 Empuraan Box Office Collection Day 6:
Mohanlal, Prithviraj Sukumaran's Film Crosses Rs

250 Crore Worldwide

Curated By : Grace Cyril
Last Updated: April 02, 2025, 14:23 IST




fooer faarel @1 vefad B3 & v ddeTiedr §9TH BRaTS |




IqT o V
YUlcHP Al L] 3
— ;:‘
— ©

ST dds AdT A HTSTUT AdT

ST FHAT 3R 3Tl & St Hdoi




Representation and Controversy of Gujarat Riots




Cinematic Depictions of Gujarat Riots

Pros <E> Cons
Historical ‘W Cencoreh
Awareness 5 p
Artistic 3
Expression 9’00 Protests
Social Political
Commentary Controversy
Emotional

Distress



Balancing Freedom of Expression and
Communal Harmony




. March 31, 2025

Text&Context

NEWS IN NUMBERS

The emergency appeal
by the IFRC for the

Mvanmar quake

—
| ) i .
R
s e S S
e
suffered extensive destruction due to the
e
S e e e

umber of terrorists
killed in drone strikes
by Pakistani forces

l when security forces conducted
drone sttacks on militant

hidecuts in the restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan. The

Nine civilians also lost their lves

area of Katlang, in the Mardan district. -+

THE2@ HINDU

Magnitude of offshore
quake near the Pacific

The increase in India’s
coal imports in the

The shatlow quake hit 90

island nation of Tonga

- & B
scutheast of the village of

Pangai. with warnings aise extending to

the island nation of Niue. The Te

national disaster agency usued a warning

to residents to stay sway from beaches
and shorelines. wr

In per cent. The

month of January
country’s coal Import

BB oot

million tonnes (MT) in January. The coal
IMPort was 21.11 MT in the Comespondeng.
month of the previous fiscal O the total
imparts in January 2025, non-coking coal
imports stood at 12.33 MT. »n

The number of
coaches derailed in
Odisha’s Cuttack

An express train derailed in
Odisha’s Cuttack district. Eteven
Bengaluru-Kamakdya AC
Express coaches derasied at Nsrgund| near
neull at 11.54 am, Chief Public Relations
Officer (CPRO of the Easz Coast Raitway
0% Kumar Mishra said. sm
COUPEED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAN

Follow us @@
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What is status of the SpaceX Mars mission?

When will the uncrewed Mars landing mission take

- hindu () instagram.com/the_hindu

between Mr. Musk’s role in

EXPLAINER

Eranciszek Snarski

The story so far:
Mnn:'hls Elon Musk, the

developed by Tesla — pany
owned by Mr. Musk — as its passenger. “If
those 1. well, then human

as soon as.

heavy-lift launch vehicle, Starship.

1s it possible?

The project has faced multiple setbacks in

recent months, including two ci

Starship test flight failures, or as Mr. Musk
unscheduled

istical challenges, leading experts
to question its feasibility.

‘What are some of the challs
One of the main concerns is whether
SpaceX will be able to develop and

November 19, 2024. AFP

capacity of 4,200 tonnes of propellant is
insuffic

Beyond the skies: SpaceX Starshup Ufts off from Starbase In Boca Chica, Texas, for its Sith flight test on

transfer of super-cooled liquid oxygen
and methane from a full tank to an empty
one, operating under extreme pressure

v and the vacuum of

plan has yet to be

space; a foat which has never been

there is no dear evidence that

produce an v
Fine fnd stocessfurly rerel Starship _
orbit. To reach Mars, Starship’s second

months.
Soibotiul whether anyone can di

stage st

ver
Mars reach a =
when the two planets are closest,
allowing for the most efficient space
travel. If SpaceX fails to launch within this
window, the mission could be delayed by
more than two years.

Currently, Starship has only
dermonstrated its ability to reach Low
Earth Orbit (LEO). Its fuel storage

~ —a period

esign,
test. and deploy these tankers
in time, sasd Daniel bacher, former
Deputy Associate Administrator of NASA'S

uman ration and Operasions
Mlsslon Directorate, during a US.

before. SpaceX would need to
launch and dock Starship's multiple
tankers in quick succession offset fuel
evaporation, sdding another layer Gf
difficulty to the mission.

How has SpaceX fared so far?
spacex has its.

mn
tanker spacecraft.

THE GIST

-

©n March 15, Elon Musk, the

CEO of SpaceX, announced on

X that an uncrewed Ma;

Ianding mission will take place

by the end of next year.

-~

The project has faced multiple
ks in recent months,

including two critical Starship

test gt fallures, or as Mr.

Mus refers to them,

was only possi
opsticks™ vertical c-cmng
system, which does not exist o1

Additionally, Starship’s hlgh Faihare rate
In test ghts siiggests that further
refinements are needed before it is
Considered refiable enough for such a
critical mission.

‘What has NASA sald?
The Guardian reports that senor NASA
officials are about ntial

Technology. Policy, and Strategy. az well
as the Office of the Scientist. With
these cuts. speculation has grown that
ected towards

spz:e_x s contracts with NASA, raising
aboue . | l\lusksdua]mleasa

While Mar. Mtk 13 kemown for

abilicy t
impossible feats. The successful

hearing in
Beyond the issue of

Falcon 9 no&e(
of the

also uncertainty over whether SpaceX
can manufacture and launch enough
tanker spacecraft in a me
given the of in-orbit

making bold claims. a successful Mars
Landing would solidify SpaceX's

n space y.
whether the billionaire can overcome the

there is by
Dragon capmule have proven ks capacicy
to design
frame. < hareh conditons of space. challenges ahead 1
paceX's Si facility in Texas gives

This type of refuelling involves the

it a competitive edge, with the company

Fraacizek Searati fo u frsiern ot The
Hindu.

Despite this, he has not
pastponed the planned date
eX's Mars mission.

-~
The Guardiar reports that

worred about potential

¢
U.S. President Donald Trump,
which Mr. Musk heads.

What is the controversy over
the Bodh Gaya temple?

Why are Buddhist monks testi

near the Bodh Gava's

Mahabodhi Mahavihara? What does the Bodh

Gaya Temple Act (BTA), 1949 entai

Ziva Us Salam

The story so far:
eginning February, nearly 100
Buddhist monks under the All
india Buddhist Forum (AIBF)
have been protesting, first at

Gaya Temple Act (BTA), 1949. The AIBF

? When was a Hindu temple established?

memorandum to the Central and State
governments. As it failed to have the
desired effect, the monks scaled up the
protest and held a rally in Patna last year
to press for repealing the Act. Back in
2012, monks had filed a writ petition
before the Supreme Court to repeal the
Act. The petition is yet to be heard.

What is the
The BTA esabliahed an eight-member

support from
bodies, and has submitted a
© ar

The Bodh Gaya is one of the four sacred

sétes of Buddhism; the other three being

Buddha's birthplace Lumbini, Sarnath

jshere he gave his first sermon and
Kusinagar

having equal
number of Buddhists and Hindus. The Act
made the local districe

call the Bodh Gaya Mahavihara.

m, “The Light of Asia®
talks about Gautam Siddharth’s

enlightenment under the Bodhi tree.
was then as the

reign, in 1590, a Hindu monk
SR iined the Bodh Coya e Wit il
the temple lapsed into the hands of
Hindu community. Fol
independence. the Bihar Assembly
passed the BTA in 1949 and control of the
temple was transferred from the Hindu
head to the new m. ent committee.

THE GIST

-~

The BTA established an
sight-member management

As the district magistrate
i ity

How has the

it
Fandu majority on the

between the Buddhist and Hindu heads ol
the Mahabodhi temple for control over
the same. The ist side was unhappy
2 the stipulation that the districe

who was thy

ofthe
o e et magistrate hailed from the
majority community, it translated to a

temple there. From the time of Ashoka to
the Palas, the Bodhi temple continued to
be a Buddhis place of worship and a ske

Hindu majority on the

Where he attained pa:

which was by
Buddhist bodies. Ever since then, various
Buddhist bodies have been raising their

vol for gaining
over the Bodh Gaya temple. which they

inese traveller Hiven
'l"sangvlslled Itin 650 AD during the refgn

nly assulne leadership

The BTA was passed

in 2013 after Itle
Eovernment amended the rule and
inserted a provision for the ex-officio
chairman to be of any faith.

In the early 1990s, then Chief Minister
of Bihar Lalu Prasad Yadav. drafted the
Bodh Gaya Mahvihara Bill to replace the
BTA. It was supposed to hand over the
managemen of the temple to the

Bill

chairman, could o
e was from the Hindh
changed

mmdn.mm;m and is said
to have found only relics here
save for a statue of

1ol imreratons neay the & temple and
Hindu mar e temple.

riages inside th
the Bill went into cold storage.

Bodh Gaya was descrived as.
the Mecca of Buddhism. and in
many ways

Bucanise in the viest




What is the controversy over
the Bodh Gaya temple?

Why are Buddhist monks protesting near the Bodh Gaya’s Mahabodhi Mahavihara? What does the Bodh

Gaya Temple Act (BTA), 1949 entail? When was a Hindu temple established?

Ziya Us Salam

The story so far:
eginning February, nearly 100
Buddhist monks under the All
India Buddhist Forum (AIBF)
have been protesting, first at
the Bodh Gaya’s Mahabodhi Temple or
Mahavihara, and later a little down the
road, demanding a repeal of the Bodh
Gaya Temple Act (BTA), 1949. The AIBF
has support from prominent Buddhist
bodies, and has submitted a
memorandum to the Bihar government.
The Bodh Gaya is one of the four sacred
sites of Buddhism; the other three being
Buddha’s birthplace Lumbini, Sarnath
where he gave his first sermon and

Kusinagar where he attained parinirvana.

Have there been protests before?
In November 2023, Buddhist monks held
arally in Gaya and submitted a

M B

memorandum to the Central and State
governments. As it failed to have the
desired effect, the monks scaled up the
protest and held a rally in Patna last year
to press for repealing the Act. Back in
2012, monks had filed a writ petition
before the Supreme Court to repeal the
Act. The petition is yet to be heard.

What is the Act?

The BTA established an eight-member
management committee having equal
number of Buddhists and Hindus. The Act
made the local district magistrate an
ex-officio chairperson of the committee.
As the district magistrate hailed from the
majority community, it translated to a
Hindu majority on the committee,
something which was resented by
Buddhist bodies. Ever since then, various
Buddhist bodies have been raising their
voice intermittently for gaining autonomy
over the Bodh Gaya temple, which they

call the Bodh Gaya Mahavihara.

What do the annals say?

Noted poet Edwin Arnold in his
well-known poem, ‘The Light of Asia’
talks about Gautam Siddharth’s
enlightenment under the Bodhi tree.
Bodh Gaya was then described as the
Mecca of Buddhism, and in many ways
popularised Buddhism in the West.
However, Bodh Gaya’s claim to fame goes
much further back in time. In the third
century, Mauryan Emperor Ashoka
worshipped the Bodhi tree and built the
temple there. From the time of Ashoka to
the Palas, the Bodhi temple continued to
be a Buddhist place of worship and a site
of pilgrimage. Chinese traveller Hiuen
Tsang visited it in 629 AD during the reign
of Harshavardhana. Incidentally, Hiuen
Tsang called it a Buddhist site, and is said
to have found only Buddhist relics here
save for a statue of Avaloktishvara.

Things changed with the invasion of
Bakhtiyar Khilji in the 13th century. The
invasion ended the Pala rule, and thus
began the decline of Buddhism. During
Akbar’s reign, in 1590, a Hindu monk
established the Bodh Gaya mutt. With this
the temple lapsed into the hands of the
Hindu community. Following
Independence, the Bihar Assembly
passed the BTA in 1949 and control of the
temple was transferred from the Hindu
head to the new management committee.

How has the government intervened?
The BTA was passed by the Bihar
government to resolve a festering dispute
between the Buddhist and Hindu heads of
the Mahabodhi temple for control over
the same. The Buddhist side was unhappy
at the stipulation that the district
magistrate, who was the ex-officio
chairman, could only assume leadership
if he was from the Hindu community. It
changed in 2013 after the State
government amended the rule and
inserted a provision for the ex-officio
chairman to be of any faith.

In the early 1990s, then Chief Minister
of Bihar Lalu Prasad Yadav, drafted the
Bodh Gaya Mahvihara Bill to replace the
BTA. It was supposed to hand over the
management of the temple to the
Buddhist community. The Bill prohibited
idol immersions near the temple and
Hindu marriages inside the temple.
However, the Bill went into cold storage.
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The Historical Journey of Bodh Gaya

Emperor Ashoka builds the
original temple

13th century

Bakhtiyar Khilji's invasion leads
to Buddhism's decline

1590

Hindu monk reestablishes the
site as a Hindu mutt




Temple Management Committee

Members
Composition

The committee
consists of 4 Hindus
and 4 Buddhists.

i,

Chairperson
Role

The district
magistrate chairs the

being Hindu.

committee, often

~

Reason for
Protest

The composition
has led to protests
among Buddhist
communities.




Struggle for Control of Bodh Gaya Temple

Lalu Prasad Yadav proposes a Bill for

1990s Buddhist control

Bihar government allows ex-officio
chairman from any religion




Bodh Gaya's Role as a Global Buddhist Center

Ny

Key Buddhist site
located in Bihar,
India.

UNESCO site with
strong international
Buddhist ties.

Geographical
Importance

Bodh Gaya's
Gl
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Navy seizes 2,500
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Tarkash, deployed in the
western Indian Ocean for
maritime security, has
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The first clause of the Bill
was with 288 ]
voting in favour and 2

against. The Bill -

and that too to ensure that
any donation is being used
for the purpose & is meant
for, he added.

“There is an attempt to
spread confusion that this
law will interfere with
[Muslim] religious practic-
es and the namre of dona-
tion. Such fear-mongering

is being done to create a
vote bank,” he said,
ding. ~u.aq1 or charitable
endowment religious,
not the \h'aqf Board or
Councils™

“The Narendra Modi go-
vernment runs on a very
clear principle that we will

the debate on the UMEED Sill on PPN

Asserting that the Bill

was about “property and
hot rehigion Ma Rijiu st
d,*1 am from a mino

miyself and 1 can say (h.ere
is no country which is
for minorites than lndu'
sition members.
called the Bili
“unconstitutional,
All India

with -\!.MIM chnef symbolically ‘tearing’ a copy

property. He further added

that a designated official

has been authorised to as-

certain the genuineness of

waqf property in case of
es.

In a change from the
2013 Waqf law, the new law

“This is law®

Muslimeen u\lrmm chief

bring any law for vote
Dol Ay Shal said

The stage for a ferce ex-
change in the House was
set after Minority Affairs
Minister  Kiren  Rijiju
moved the revised version
of the Waqf (Amendment)
Bill, the Unified Waqf Man-

cally * leznng a copy of
the Bill in the House.

ing his speech, the
Home Minister said the

own property and none
can denate government

Responding to Opposition
that Muslims

wont accept the new law,
he said, “This is Parlia-
ment’s law, & is binding on
everyone

Idng on the Opposi-
ton, Mr. Shah claimed that
they had resorted to simi-
lar fear-mongering during
the passage of other laws
such as CAA, abrogation of

special starus for JSX un-
der Article 370 and aboli
ton of triple talaq.

even one musum person
last because
of CAAZ"he md.

yeanted reform in sha Waat

the ND!M Minister
N che odi government
= falhlling. mir - vadavs
‘wish.

Stating that the Naren-

Prime Minister and the BIP
will get another three more
terms™.
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India braces
for tariffs on
‘liberation day
in America’

NEW DELEHI

Ahead of an expected an-

some leniency down the
road due to the conces-

sions on import duties.
“It's il day In
Americal™  Mr. Trump
wrote on the Truth Social
platform on Wednesday.
referring to implementa-
coun-

aims have
“unfairly".

treated the US.
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‘Only Left can counter
Hindutva neo-fascisnry

The Hindu Bureau
MADURAT

Only the Left has the whe-
rewithal and conviction to
ay

xist) leader and convener
Pr. Karat
Wednesday.

“it is only Left which

can lead the fight against

imperialist designs o
country,” Mr. Karat said in
his lnzugur address to
the 24th congress of the
party that is under way in
Madurai, Tamil Nadu.

imperi
dent Don:
would launch new attacks
through economic and
trade wars and military in-
terventions on countries
around the world.

the time for the
CPHM) and the Left to ac-
tively develop anti-mpe-
rialist struggles and expose

.

Prakash Karat

profmperiaitae policies of
the Modi government,
Karat s&d.
He made it clear thar
while the party strived ror
the broadest mobilisatios
all secular forces agalns(
the Bharatiya
(8JP), It must be borne in
mind that that the Left

Manufacturing activity at
an 8-month high in March

MUMBA!

Manufacturing activity, as
m seasonal-
ly adjusted Pur
s Index (PML
climbed to an eight-month
high of 58.1 in March 2025,
according to an S&P Global

ement. This figure
stood at 56.3 in February
A PMI value above SO is

Ona recovery

Recovery in

= largely driven by

Teoon tha evr Orders Indes.1s

Speaker cannot be
‘indecisive’ on pleas
over defection: SC

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said it was not
“powerless~ if a Speaker

tors who defect.

Hearing petitions filed
by Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) leaders seeking time-

ed allegiance to the ruling
Congress party in the
State, the Bench headed by
Justice B.R. Gaval said a
Speaker could not use his

ion to defear the

:ex(zlnly tell @ Speaker to
decid man-

can it not el
Speaker 1o decide

within a reasonable
period?

JusTicE
BLR. GAVAL

among

‘Have no power”
Senior advocate Mukul Ro-
hatgi. who appeared for
the fespondents, d
extensively that Col

body to another,
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bt e ¢ not tell a
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specified and reamnzhle

. Justice Gaval

ked.
The msin guéstion i
= oisethak chinad

rece Speakers, who act as
tjudicial ribunals un-

largest

n a specifi

“Your argument is thar if
a Speaker does not act.
courts, would be_ power-

Tease in new orders.

alone was the
force that could firmly and
uncompromisingly could

fight all manifestations of

orders slightly slowed, ov-
erall demand momentum
remained robust, and the
new inde:

communalism because of
the its uncompromising

[ recorded
an_eightmonth high of
61.5. Business expectations

greater output volumes in

he year ahead, compared
(o less than 2% that antici-
pate a contraction” said

ata = tiberal
policies.

fairly
with around 30% of survey

and

initiatives”, according w a

statement from HSBC In-
Colhborales

est in three months,
statement sald.

the

frotag e zud"‘ ]uslh:e
Gaval asked senior advo-
cate Mukul Rohatgi and ad-

appeared the
respondents.
‘The respondent side, al-

vernment, State Assembly

not bind the Speaker to a
deadline of four or six
weeks. The senior advo-
cate sald courts have no
power of Superintendent
ot « Spasker

Justice Gaval sald
that Sithough the me
from the court to the

“Do you ¢

long-pending peti-
filed before them un-
der the Tenth Schedule.
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A jacaranda tree in full bloom on the roadside near Coonoor in the Nilgiris district of Tamil Nadu on Wednesday. M. SATHYAMOORTHY



Provision

Composition of
Waqf Board

Nomination

Criteria

Muslim

Representation

Survey Authority

Earlier (Before Amendment)

Only Muslims could be members of the
Waqf Boards.

Members had to be Muslims, and were
nominated from Muslim MPs, MLAs, MLCs,
Bar Council, etc.

No specific mention of diverse Muslim

representation.

Survey Commissioner was responsible for
surveying Waqf properties.

Now (After Amendment - 2024)

At least two non-Muslim members
must be included in the Central and
State Waqf Boards.

MPs, MLAs, MLCs, and Bar Council
members can now be from any
religion.

Must include one member each from
Shia, Sunni, and Backward Class
Muslims.

Responsibility now lies with the
District Collector.




'‘Wagqgf by User’

Eligibility of Donor

Dispute

Resolution

Women's Rights

Properties could be declared Wagf based
on long-standing use by Muslim
community, even without formal

dedication.

Anyone could donate property to Wagf.

Disputes were resolved by Waqf Tribunals.

No specific mention.

This provision removed; now only
formally declared or donated

properties will be considered Wagqgf.

Donor must be a Muslim for at least
5 years before making a Waqf

endowment.

District Collector will now act as final

authority, using state revenue laws.

Ensures inheritance rights of women
are not violated in Waqf property

matters.
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Celebrating togetherness: Tethered hot air balloons, mostly made from recycled paper, during the annual hot air balloon festival held
since 1950 to celebrate Id-ul-Fitr in Wonosobo, Indonesia, on Wednesday. AFp



Surging gold prices

The question is what really accounts for India’s
growing appetite for this precious metal?

litical uncertainties,withits price hittingall-time highs. Through

theages,gold hastraditionallybeenasafe haven in times of trou-

ble. But with the world economy being currently buffeted by
adverse headwinds due to prospects of a trade war — thanks to US President
Donald Trump’sweaponisation of tariffs — stockmarketsareon theedge.In
this milieu, the allure of this precious metal is growing also asan avenue for
profitableinvestmentsasits returns outpace equitiesand otherasset classes.
Gold’s milestones include crossing $1,000 per troy ounce in March 2008
during the global financial crisis and hitting $2,000 in August 2020 during
the Covid-19 pandemic. There has been a near tenfold rise in its price since
2000 that has clearly outperformed global stock indices. Besides the safe
haven aspect, Indians are also investing in gold exchange traded funds —
which recorded positive flows for 10 consecutive months till February — as
domestic equities have been floundering.

The surging prices of gold are also due to demand from central banks,
especially of emerging economies, that have purchased more than 1,000
tonnes annually for the past three years.As is the case with individuals, cen-
tral banks purchase gold as a hedge against uncertain times. The allure of
this precious metal has been compelling for the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
duetothechallenges of forex reserve managementwhenyields on securities
arelowand interestratesare onadeclining trend in theadvanced countries.
The other motivation is to diversify its reserves away from dollar-denomi-
nated investments. The RBI added 72.6 tonnes to its stocks last yearand a
furtherthree tonnes in Januarywhile holding off purchases in February.This
marksits second pause in three months with gold stocks remaining steady
at 879 tonnes. With soaring prices, the share of gold in total forex reserves
rose to 11.7% as on March 21, the highest on record and 8% higher thana
yearago, highlighting the RBI’s continued diversification of its forexreserves,
according to the World Gold Council.

Indiais noordinary countryas faras gold is concerned,as it is the world’s
second largest consumerof thiscommodityafter China.The elevated prices
may have taken the shine off jewellery purchases but there is rising invest-
ment demand. Indian households’ gold reserves stand at 25,000 tonnes,
which is muchlarger than the holdings of the world’s leading central banks!
Asgold hitsrecord highs, Indiansarealso taking outloanswith this precious
metal as collateral. The proximate factors behind our affinity for gold are
imperfectlyunderstoodalthough research — doneby thelate eminent econ-
omist,AVaidyanathan, for instance — outlined several explanatory factors.

Thisincludes real GDPasa proxy for rising agricultural and non-agricul-
turalincomes and household savings in financial assets. For any given level
of GDP, higher the household savings in financial assets, higher will be the
demand forgold. Demandalso depends on the relative price of gold and other
financialassets,which canbe proxied by the index of share priceslike the BSE
index.Thisisindeed a crucial variable as depressed stock market sentiment
enhances gold’s growing appeal as an avenue for investments.

G oldisbackin the spotlightasahedgeagainst heightened geopo-



MCX spot gold prices
(X per 10 gm)

68,431
.‘_A.\p.ril 1,2024 |
[/

90,764
 April 2,2025

Source: Bloomberg

Returns (in %)

YTD2025
1-year 31.5
S-years 17.2
6 months

N

Central bank gold holdings (in tonne)
us*

|

Germany”*

!

3,352
2,814
2,452
2,437
Russia** 2,330
China** 2,285

Switzerland* _ 1,040

IMF*

i

Italy™**

France*

]]]

india** () 879
Japan** . 846

*as on Dec 2024
** as on Jan 2025
Source: WGC




Gold's Ascendancy in Global Markets

@ Gold begins tenfold rise

Central banks boost gold demand




RBI's Gold Strategy: A Record-Breaking
Move

2023-24

Gold forms 11.7% of
forex reserves

©

2023-24
RBI adds 72.6 tonnes of
gold



Global Gold Demand and India's Role




Weak Dollar @
Lower Interest Rates

Inflation Concerns

Factors Driving Gold Prices to Record Highs

Global Trade Tensions @EB

Tariff Impositions

Supply Chain
Disruptions

Investor Sentiment

Market Uncertainty

Volatile Equities 4T\

Rising Unemployment

Slowing Growth

Fear of Stagflation i\



India's Strategic Gold Acquisition Timeline

2024

India becomes the
second-largest gold
buyer after Poland

2024

India's total central bank
gold holdings reach
876.18 tonnes

RBI purchases 72.6
tonnes of gold




Coral Bleaching in
Australian Coral




Causes of Coral Bleaching at Australia’s
Reefs

Climate Change & Loss of Symbiotic iE'

Algae
Rising Sea .

Temperatures Algal Expulsion

Increased CO2 Levels Nutrient Deficiency

o: Mass Coral Bleaching
> @ at Ningaloo and
Great Barrier Reefs

Increased Frequency Overfishing

Prolonged Duration Pollution

Marine Heat Waves % Environmental Stress %



 Bleaching-level heat stress affected 83.6% of global reefs since 2023,
with coral bleaching reported in 81 countries.

Great Barrier Reef:

* It is the world's largest coral reef system, spanning 2,300 km off
Queensland, Australia.

« AUNESCO World Heritage site since 1981, it is home to endangered
species like the dugong and green turtle.
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« Ningaloo Reef (a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2011) is a 300-km
fringing reef along Australia’s west coast.

 Fringing reefs are coral reefs that form along coastlines or islands, with
little to no separation from the shore.




0 * Ningaloo Coast harbors rich

biodiversity, deep-sea
habitats, karst caves,
and Cape Range landscapes.

* |t hosts 300-500 whale sharks
annually and unique endemic
species like the Exmouth
Spiny-tailed Gecko, Western
Netted Dragon, and West Coast
Banded Snake.
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About Hard Corals vs Soft Corals

¥ Large underwater structures — made of # Hard Corals - Rigid skeleton made
skeletons of colonial marine invertebrates of CaCO, - reef-building corals
‘coral’ — individually called polyp ¥ Soft Corals - Non reef-building

# Symbiotic Relationship with algae
‘zooxanthellae’ (responsible for beautiful
colours of corals)

# Support over 25% of marine biodiversity

' Great Barrier Reef (Australia)

¥ Largest Coral Reef in the World
¥ World Heritage Site (1981)
¥ Endures Mass Coral Bleaching

. J

Corals inIndia Significance

# Coral reefs protect coastlines from

Kutch, Gulf of Mannar, Andaman storms/erosion, provide jobs, offer

& Nicobar, Lakshadweep Islands opportunities for recreation
and Malvan ¥ Source of food/medicines

¥ Present in the areas of Gulf of







Saturn Galned 128 New Of'flClaI

Moons
I ' A



Saturn has “gained” 128 new moons in a groundbreaking
discovery by astronomers in Taiwan.

Saturn’s New Title:

e Saturn now holds the title of “moon champion” with 274 moons, the most
of any planet in the solar system.

e This surpasses the total number of moons of all other planets combined.




=

Size

The Great Barrier
Reef spans 2,300 km
off Queensland,
Australia.

Great Barrier Reef Facts




Q . y
A A
Discovery Details: Some moons were found Irregular Moons: All newly discovered moons are
during space missions like Voyager 1 and others classified as “irregular” moons, which

during “ring-plane crossings.” have elliptical orbits at various angles.



* Size of Moons: The new moons are small, only a few kilometers in
size, but still classified as moons by NASA.

* Insights into Saturn’s Rings: The discovery of irregular moons
offers clues about the formation of Saturn’s rings, believed to be
fragments from comets, asteroids, and moons torn apart by Saturn’s
gravity.



<
S

O * Naming of Moons: Saturn’s

moons typically follow names
from Greco-Roman mythology
and other mythologies.

* The 128 new moons are
currently named with technical
designations (e.g., “S/2020 S
27”) and await official names
from the International
Astronomical Union (IAU).

7
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Saturn's Moons and Characteristics

Discovery of
New Moons
Technical Saturn's
Designations Characteristics
Awaiting Second- Saturn's Titan
Official Largest Rings
Names Planet
l J« v
International Water Ice Larger than
Astronomical and Rocky Mercury and

Union Material Pluto
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The Haryana Government has officially
declared Mitathal and Tighrana, two Harappan
civilisation sites in Bhiwani district, as
protected archaeological sites under the
Haryana Ancient and Historical Monuments

and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act,
1964.






Mitathal and Tighrana: Preserving Harappan Heritage

March 13 2025 @ Government notification protects Mitathal

March 13, 2025 g,_©

10-acre area demarcated for preservation




Archaeological Findings

X
Dating

Yields Copper-
Bronze Age material
from 3rd-2nd

millennium BCE.




Tighrana Site:

o Rich in post-Harappan and pre-Harappan
layers, showing cultural continuity.

o Associated with Sothian culture (Chalcolithic

farmers).

o Houses made of mud bricks, possibly fortified;
early use of bichrome wheel-made pottery.

o Artefacts: green carnelian bangles, indicating
active bead and jewellery industry.







International Support for Buddhist Claims

Q. Which countries have extended support to Buddhist claims over the
Mahabodhi Temple?

1.Japan

2.Sri Lanka
3.Pakistan
4.Thailand

* Select the correct option:
A.1and 2 only
B.1, 2 and 4 only
C.2 and 3 only
D. 1, 3and 4 only



Significance of Coral Reefs

Q. Coral reefs are ecologically important because they:
1.Support biodiversity.

2.Act as buffers against coastal erosion.

3.Are immune to temperature-related bleaching.

* Select the correct answer:
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3




Economic Impact of Film Controversies

Q. Which of the following are economic consequences of political
controversies surrounding films?

1.Increase in revenue due to viral publicity.
2.Risk of boycotts leading to financial losses.
3.Delay in international screenings.

* Correct answer:
A. 2 and 3 only
B.1and 2 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3




Bodh Gaya Temple Act Controversy
Q. Consider the following statements:

1.The Bodh Gaya Temple Act, 1949, provides for equal representation of
Hindus and Buddhists on its committee.

2.The chairman of the managing committee is always a Buddhist monk.

3.Japan and Sri Lanka have supported Buddhist control of Mahabodhi
Temple.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3




Saturn’s New Moons

Q. Consider the following statements:

1.Saturn now has the most moons in the solar system—274 in total.
2.All newly discovered moons are classified as irregular moons.
3.The largest moon of Saturn is Europa.

* Which is/are correct?
A. 1 and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3




Coral Bleaching

Q. Which of the following is/are causes and consequences of coral
bleaching?

1.Caused by prolonged exposure to low-salinity water.
2.Leads to the expulsion of zooxanthellae from corals.
3.Results in the corals turning completely white.

* Choose the correct code:
A. 2 and 3 only
B.1and 2 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3




. Mahabodhi Temple — Historical Context

Q. Which of the following is true about the Mahabodhi Temple?
1.Built by Emperor Ashoka in the 3rd century BCE.

2.Destroyed during British rule.

3.Became a mutt under a Hindu monk in the 16th century.

* Select the correct answer:
A. 1 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



. Ningaloo Reef

Q. Which of the following is true about the Ningaloo Reef?
1.1t is a barrier reef located on Australia’s east coast.
2.Hosts whale sharks and endemic reptile species.
3.Recognized as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.

* Correct answer:
A. 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



Mitathal and Tighrana Sites

Q. Which of the following about Mitathal and Tighrana Harappan sites
is/are correct?

1.Both are located in Rajasthan.
2.Mitathal belongs to the Copper-Bronze Age.
3.Tighrana contains post-Harappan and Sothian cultural layers.

* Choose the correct option:
A. 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



Actor Mohanlal Controversy

Q. Which of the following statements are correct about the recent film
controversy?

1.CBFC refused to certify the film in any form.
2.The controversy was linked to depictions of the 2002 Gujarat riots.
3.The film crew announced voluntary cuts.

» Select the correct answer:
A. 1 and 3 only
B.2 and 3 only
C.1and 2 only
D.1,2and 3




Word of the day

Disputatious:

inclined or showing an inclination to dispute or
disagree

Synonyms: combative, contentious,
litigious

Usage: Due to his disputatious manner, he
was not much missed when he resigned his post.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
disputatiouspro

International Phonetic
Al P habet: /dispju'terfas/, / dispja'te1fas/
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Thank you
guys.
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