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Coral Bleaching in 
Australian Coral 

Reefs





• Bleaching-level heat stress affected 83.6% of global reefs since 2023, 
with coral bleaching reported in 81 countries.

Great Barrier Reef:

• It is the world's largest coral reef system, spanning 2,300 km off 
Queensland, Australia.

• A UNESCO World Heritage site since 1981, it is home to endangered 
species like the dugong and green turtle.





• Ningaloo Reef (a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2011) is a 300-km 
fringing reef along Australia’s west coast.

• Fringing reefs are coral reefs that form along coastlines or islands, with 
little to no separation from the shore.



• Ningaloo Coast harbors rich 
biodiversity, deep-sea 
habitats, karst caves, 
and Cape Range landscapes.

• It hosts 300-500 whale sharks 
annually and unique endemic 
species like the Exmouth 
Spiny-tailed Gecko, Western 
Netted Dragon, and West Coast 
Banded Snake.







Saturn Gained 128 New Official 
Moons



Saturn has “gained” 128 new moons in a groundbreaking 
discovery by astronomers in Taiwan.

About

Saturn’s New Title:

• Saturn now holds the title of “moon champion” with 274 moons, the most 
of any planet in the solar system.

• This surpasses the total number of moons of all other planets combined.





Discovery Details: Some moons were found 
during space missions like Voyager 1 and others 

during “ring-plane crossings.”

Irregular Moons: All newly discovered moons are 
classified as “irregular” moons, which 

have elliptical orbits at various angles.



• Size of Moons: The new moons are small, only a few kilometers in 
size, but still classified as moons by NASA.

• Insights into Saturn’s Rings: The discovery of irregular moons 
offers clues about the formation of Saturn’s rings, believed to be 
fragments from comets, asteroids, and moons torn apart by Saturn’s 
gravity.



• Naming of Moons: Saturn’s 
moons typically follow names 
from Greco-Roman mythology 
and other mythologies.
• The 128 new moons are 

currently named with technical 
designations (e.g., “S/2020 S 
27”) and await official names 
from the International 
Astronomical Union (IAU).





Mitathal and Tighrana 
Harappan Sites



• The Haryana Government has officially 
declared Mitathal and Tighrana, two Harappan 
civilisation sites in Bhiwani district, as 
protected archaeological sites under the 
Haryana Ancient and Historical Monuments 
and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 
1964.









Tighrana Site:

o Rich in post-Harappan and pre-Harappan 
layers, showing cultural continuity.

o Associated with Sothian culture (Chalcolithic 
farmers).

o Houses made of mud bricks, possibly fortified; 
early use of bichrome wheel-made pottery.

o Artefacts: green carnelian bangles, indicating 
active bead and jewellery industry.



10 MCQ 



International Support for Buddhist Claims

Q. Which countries have extended support to Buddhist claims over the 
Mahabodhi Temple?

1.Japan

2.Sri Lanka

3.Pakistan

4.Thailand

• Select the correct option:
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1, 2 and 4 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 3 and 4 only



Significance of Coral Reefs

Q. Coral reefs are ecologically important because they:

1.Support biodiversity.

2.Act as buffers against coastal erosion.

3.Are immune to temperature-related bleaching.

• Select the correct answer:
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Economic Impact of Film Controversies

Q. Which of the following are economic consequences of political 
controversies surrounding films?

1.Increase in revenue due to viral publicity.

2.Risk of boycotts leading to financial losses.

3.Delay in international screenings.

• Correct answer:
A. 2 and 3 only
B. 1 and 2 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Bodh Gaya Temple Act Controversy

Q. Consider the following statements:

1.The Bodh Gaya Temple Act, 1949, provides for equal representation of 
Hindus and Buddhists on its committee.

2.The chairman of the managing committee is always a Buddhist monk.

3.Japan and Sri Lanka have supported Buddhist control of Mahabodhi 
Temple.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Saturn’s New Moons

Q. Consider the following statements:

1.Saturn now has the most moons in the solar system—274 in total.

2.All newly discovered moons are classified as irregular moons.

3.The largest moon of Saturn is Europa.

• Which is/are correct?
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Coral Bleaching

Q. Which of the following is/are causes and consequences of coral 
bleaching?

1.Caused by prolonged exposure to low-salinity water.

2.Leads to the expulsion of zooxanthellae from corals.

3.Results in the corals turning completely white.

• Choose the correct code:
A. 2 and 3 only
B. 1 and 2 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



. Mahabodhi Temple – Historical Context

Q. Which of the following is true about the Mahabodhi Temple?

1.Built by Emperor Ashoka in the 3rd century BCE.

2.Destroyed during British rule.

3.Became a mutt under a Hindu monk in the 16th century.

• Select the correct answer:
A. 1 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



. Ningaloo Reef

Q. Which of the following is true about the Ningaloo Reef?

1.It is a barrier reef located on Australia’s east coast.

2.Hosts whale sharks and endemic reptile species.

3.Recognized as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.

• Correct answer:
A. 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Mitathal and Tighrana Sites

Q. Which of the following about Mitathal and Tighrana Harappan sites 
is/are correct?

1.Both are located in Rajasthan.

2.Mitathal belongs to the Copper-Bronze Age.

3.Tighrana contains post-Harappan and Sothian cultural layers.

• Choose the correct option:
A. 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Actor Mohanlal Controversy

Q. Which of the following statements are correct about the recent film 
controversy?

1.CBFC refused to certify the film in any form.

2.The controversy was linked to depictions of the 2002 Gujarat riots.

3.The film crew announced voluntary cuts.

• Select the correct answer:
A. 1 and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. 1, 2 and 3







Thank you 
guys.
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