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* Which river in Trinidad is a significant water source?

ffdce # @l @1 ST Teh Ageaqul ol Aid §7?
* A. Ortoire River/3f|'€h’!’ sTal

B. Ganges River / 1911 A
C. Amazon River / 3TASTeT sTcl
D. Nile River / ster adl



* The Digital Maha Kumbh aims to enhance cybersecurity by deploying
how many cyber warriors?

f3fored #gTRsT TSR JI&T &l gl F v fohdad TSR
&I rA3I K1) a?r%]m—cﬁm%’?

* A. 40

B. 50

C. 56

D. 60



* What is the name of the quantum processor recently unveiled by
Google?

google GART gTel &1 # dlled {hU 3T Faled WA Hl ATH F1
?

e A. QuantumX / FIICATFH
B. Willow / faen
C. Phoenix / Bifaad
D. Orion / 3NRAA



* What is the main feature of the Willow quantum processor?

ﬁmmmﬁm%%mw%?

* A. 105 physical qubits / 105 #ifas FJTacH
B. Solar-powered operation / R ﬁ?ﬁﬁ?—l’ H’EITGI'FI'
C. Satellite communication enhancement / 393§ {OR gadd
D. Nuclear energy applications / YIATI]



* Which country did not participate in the 2024 B-READY Report?
2024 -3 RO H Sl AT S HIET &1 of IIT?

* A. India / AR
B. China / ©eT

C. USA / 3raRert

D. Australia / 3T¥e



* What is the purpose of the Integrated Command and Control Center
(ICCC) at the Maha Kumbh?
HeTH H ThIhd FATS AR A0 Fg (1CCC) FT 3T FT §7?

* A. Provide real-time navigation | AEATAS TAT ATNAT YTl HIeAT
B. Monitor underwater act|V|t|es/tITFﬁ & AT Tﬂ'ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁl’f T

COUCICIG]
C. Ensure public safety/'\qTé'Glﬁ'ﬂ? L& Hﬁﬁﬂ?—l’ Il

D. All of the above /



* What is the historical significance of the Statue of Wisdom?
Teey 3w fesa &1 (faef@s Agca & 87
* A. ReEresents Tirukkural's 133 chapters / fﬁ'ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂ' & 133 3regr

C | cd hIdl %
B. Symbolizes India's technological growth / ¥R T ddheilehl TITa

ST Yelleh
C. Honors Indian freedom fighters / AT TadAdT QATAAT Fl

HFATIAT T & .
D. Showcases modern art forms/ﬂTﬁlﬁ'ﬂ? Fell TUT I Yfdd HIdr

g




* What core technology does Google’s Willow chlp utilize?

googlea? faelr =T & $IT A A& il ST 3UANET {har I
?
* A. Artificial Intelligence / H'Tﬁ'ﬂ' E'Efa'ﬂ'aT

B. Superconducting Qublts/mm Wﬁw

C. Blockchain Technology / sdldae ddeld
D. Nanochips /




* What is the purpose of drone surveys at the Digital Maha Kumbh?

fsfSicer AgTReT A 31T TATUT T 36T AT &7

* A. Monitor land topography / 31@' TAATRIT HT AIRTAT FHIET
B. Provide security during events / EI'EF-IT31"f & SRt {I_;THT Yaled
C ]

C. Map public utilities in real-time / Aot faier ITATANATT 1
AT A HAGITAAOT HIAT
D. All of the above / 390&d HHI
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You miss 100% of the shots you don’t
take.”

Wayne Gretzky, cited in Various works
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Waste disposal won't
harm Pithampur: CM

NEWS » PAGE &

Khel Ratna

SPORT » PAGE 17

“TERRORIST ACT®
New Orleans attacker
inspired by IS: Biden

WORLD » PAGE 14

voter IDs be

Should
linked to Aadhaar to
transparency:

ensure

svoney TesT
2 Rohit is a doubtful
starter for final game
SPORT » PAGE 16

INSIDE
-~

Post-2019, saying he “does not
consider a militant’s son 3
PAGE 4

Menister

Mandaviya said here
on Thursday that the
Employees Provident Fund
©Organisation [EPFO) will
Launch Its new software system
EPFD 3.0 by June this year and
the website wil be more user
friendly. 3 PAGE S

ty
in te sector
at 12-month low

NEW DELEI
Hopes of a recovery in the
manufactuing sector took a
fresh bt as factory actrity
Levels in India's prvate sector
stumbled to a 12-month tow in

through 2024, as per a private
survey-based index. » PAGE 12

Medical aid not a ruse to derail Dallewal’s stir: SC

Justice Kant accuses Punjab govt., others of insinuati

that efforts were on to break his fast; Justice

questions the Centre’s reluctance to issue a statement that ‘its

doors are open, he says Dallewal’s fast is linked to a face-to-face with Centre: Sdolicitor-General Mehta assures court that Centre was ‘concerned with each and every farmer”

NEW DELHI

upreme Court judge.

ke. He lashed out at

Punjab government
other leaders for delib-
erately creating such an

the

nu;

vances™ of the protesting
ers.

Both judges on the

o be keenly

aware that Mr. Dallewal's
medical condition was be-
coming riskier by the day.
“This Issue is becoming

erieva of the f: s
at your doors are
Why can't the Central go-

vernment make a state-
ment?” ry
asked  Solicitor-General

Tushar Mehta, who ap-
pears for the Haryana go-
vernment in the case but
has also made submissions

health of one individ
Mr. Dallewal. He assured

that Centre was “con-
cerned with each ev-
ery farmer~.

ey

But justice Bhuyan said
Mr. Dallewal’s continuing
fast, which had crossed
more than 35 days, was
surely 0 a face-to-
face with the Centre. ~That
is linked to this.. Justice
Bhuyan I the

that the fasme anTently be-
fore the

previous hearing, the Pun-
jab government had told

Shifting to -h« hospieal
n he

= -

the court that Mr. Dallewal
was ready to seek medical
help if the Centre engaged
with the farmers.

Justice Bhuyan is the se-
cond Supreme Court judge
to raise a query on the
Centre's role.

Previously, Justice Sud-

Iy remarked that “one
word from the Centre may
defuse the situation” as

time was running out for

the 1 Dallewal)™.
Justice Kant accused the
Punjab government, its of-
ficers, and even farmer
leaders of insinuating in
the media that efforts were
e break Mr. Dallewal’s
st by “evacuating™ him
From he Kianaurs protest
site to a hospix
~Our directions do not
mean that he should break
even in the hospl-
Tal, Afver his health is 1aker
care of, he
with his peaceful protest.
shifting to the hospital
does not mean he will not

er~ who was
any political Ideology but

devoted to the farmers®

cause. The judge sald the
Punjab government’s anl-
Tade secmed 1o be

ustice

Kant said. Punjab Advo-

the situation on the ground
every day, every moment.
We are mying to worlk outa
ution,”  Mr.  Singh
assured.
The court Issued notice

Singh assured that
State was not taking any
sides and was doing its best
to convince Mr. Dallewal to
accept medical aid.

“He (Dallewal) is of the
frm opinion, as conveys
o our mediators, to the
media and in his own mes-
sages, that he will take
medical help subject to
some Intervention... We
(Punjab) are only for conci-
lation. We are handling

orders o hospitalise
e, Dallew

The nem hearing is
scheduled for January &.

BIP, AAP LOCK HORNS.
»PAGES

Mid-air scare

-«

Close call: Tw

Germonstration in Vaakhapatnam on Thursday. Both

ued w R CEEPA

ot shopdvers get their parachutes entangled mid-six during reheersats for the Exstarm Weval Command's cperational
of them tanded in the sea and were r

Bangladesh
court rejects
bail plea of
Hindu leader

NEW DELEL

A Bangladesh court on
Thursday denied bail to
Chinmoy Krishna Das, the
former leader of ISKCON in

a
Jalal International Alrport
on charges of in-

Sulting the matonat ag dur-
ing a rally of the prominor-
ay organisation
sa-

Will do whatever is
possible in Nimisha
Priya case, says Iran

NEW DELEL

tran will “take up™ the case
of Nimésha Priya, the nurse
from Kerala who has been
miven a death sentence in

natani Jagaran Jote in Chit-
This is the third
e

=T on

o
offictal might help India in
the life of the nurse.

of-
Belal told The Hinde while

Panel formed to meeting representatives of
rejig media in the

tranian embassy here.
Price Index

NEW DELIE
The Centre on Thursday
announced the formation of an
expert panel to revise
wholesale Price Index in light
of the changes in the economy
that have cccurred between
2011-12, the current base year
for the critical price gauge, and
202223 that would be the new
base year. » PAGE 12

Gaz billed =t least 13 people,

including the head of Hamas's
police force, ud Satan,
rescuers said on Thursday

fatalnies. » PAGE 14
cm
x

Mamata accuses BSF of ‘maligning’ Trinamool by
allowing infiltrators to enter through West Bengal

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

‘Amid reports of infiltration

Secretariat, the Chief Mi-
the BSF of
trying to destabilise the
State and said the “blue
prine of the Central gov

ment was behind this e
tude of the B:

mation that the BSF is al-
inBkrators to enter
india through pur, St
tai, Chopra, and al
other bordering areas. The

BSF is also torturing wo-

Taking stock: West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee chairs the

T e be sarned
1 does not do administration review
these things. Do not abuse
Trinamool by supporting  ween West Bengal and
f BSF.~ is porous.

lhe Chief Minister said.

Pon
‘West Bengal shares a 2,216
border with Bangla-

3
tiers. A part of the border is
unfenced and since rivers
serve as the international
border, the border bet

Recently, the BSF Direc-
tor-General Daljit Singh
Chaudhury visited West
Bengal and said the bor-
der-guarding forces are us-
ing technological solutions
for guarding areas that do

t have a fence. During
(he meeting, Ms. Banerjee
directed Director-General
of Police Rajeev Kumar to
find out where the infiltra-
tors were staying and said

mecting in Kolkata on Thursdsy. Aui

she would write 2 lester 1o
Centre  protesting
ag.ms; the acts of the BSE.
She also came down
heavily on the District Ma-
gistrate of Cooch Behar
and the Superintendent of
Py

and pol-
other States
background of mi-

grant workers.
The remarks by the
Chief Minister came In the

wake of the Bharatlya Jana-
other

atrocities on mmom.es in

the nei ountry.
On Thursday, mp Jeader

suvendu Adhikari

rally at Purba Med.lrnpur

where several Hinduvta

2nd criticised the State go-
vernment for its “inaction™
in acquiring land for bor-
der fencing.

The Chief Minister Ba-
nerjee was also upset w\m
—

The death sentence
against Ms. Nimisha

the case and noted it per-
tains to “m:

Ms. Nimisha was convicted
for killing her business
partner Talal Abdo Mahdi
in2017.

Earlier, the Ministry of
External Affa; it
was aware that the family

of Ms. Nimis! “ex:

ploring elanant options~,

Nimisha Priya

have official ties with the
tran-aligned Houthi rebels
and Iranian support in this
regard could make a cru-
cial difference.

the judicial system of Ye-

men. Ms. Nimisha is re-

portedly being held at the
Sanaa.

nership between Ms. Nim-
isha and Yemeni national
Mahdi after the latter sup-
ported her 1o set up a clin-
ic. The partnership howev-

ssion of her In-
dian Tt In 2017, Ms.
Nimisha tried to retrieve

hinting  at
blood money.

quick briefing from an ac-

er the lack of suffic

Semester system in State-
run schools.

garding the allegations
against Ms. Priya before
g his assurance.

cial sources in the

e
was tricky as India did not

the by
Mahdi but the attempt Jed
to Mahdi's death. Follow-
ing the incident, Ms. Nim-
isha reportedly with local

nce dismembered
the body of Mahdi. She was

and the security situation
in West Asia is also expect-
ed to feature in the talks
between the Iranian and
the Indian sides.
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States

Delay after
international
flyers taken to
domestic side

Passengers of an interna-
tional flight were acciden-
tally taken to the domestic
terminal at Chennal air-
port on Wednesday night.
The Air India Express
from Singapore reached

150 passengers

passenge:
dropped hemn off at the T4

domestic terminal instead
of the T2 international ter-

the %
that the S0 passengers

duserial  Securiey
clearance and subsequent-
Iy went throi

fon. As a result of this,
they were delayed by half
an hour. The mistake oc-
curred because it was a

handling
and we believe

Rajendra Arlekar
sworn in as 23rd
Kerala Governor

RUVANANTHAPURAM

Rajendra Vishwanath Arle-
kar was sworn in as the
23rd Governor of Kerals on

Kerala High Court Chief
Justice Nitin  biadbukar
administered the
i of offe ot Ra) Bhavan
in  Thiruvananthapuram
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
Oppo-

nior  political
government functionarses
and Mr. Arlekars family
members were
thase present.
Unuil recently Governor
of Bihar, he replaces Arif
Mohammed Khan. Mr. Ar-
lekar’s stnt  will be
watched with immense in-
terest given the tumultu-
ous relationship his prede-

Pinaray: Vijzyan greets
Rajencea Arekar after
swearing in ceremerny.

cessor had with the Left
Bihar after a five-
Yoar stint b Ker
A

member of the RSS
and later

er of the Goa Assembly.

NSS slams Pinarayi’s backing
for Wearing shirts in temples

'9ukunamn \l.«nr savs Lhe faithful hz\'e

marks about the practice

requiring male devotees to
remove their shirts before
entering temples.
Speaking at the Msth
Mannam Jayanti Selebra-
Nair held th

tions. Mr.
Taithful have the Hght 1o
choose whether to wear
shirts while entering tem-
ples withor

3
~
- el
haring views: G. Sukumaran Nair with Ramesh Chernithala
Srig Manmam Jayet colabrations on Thursdey Wisens PAATAA

the Chief Minister and the
seer would dare to chal
lenge practices in other
religions.

His.

m., who described

toms, questioning whether

comes
two days after Mr. Vijayan
endorsed the remarks
made by Swami Sachitha-
nanda, head of the Sivagiri

temples associated
with Sree Narayana Guru
would abolish this prac-
tice, he said, “This is the

BJP protests
against CM’s
remarks

THIRU VANANTHAPURAM
BUP activists burnt an effigy of
Chief Minister Pinarayi Viayan

Sree Narayana.
Sanatana Dharma’s Proponent.

NSS' stance. Temples that

dus or that they can
coerced is

T.N.CM

ina tes
flower show
in Chennai

GHENNAL

The fourth annual Chennal
Flower Show, complete
with roses, petunias, mari-
golds, and delphiniums,
inaugurated by Tamil
N.adu Chief Minister M.K.
in at Semmozhi Poonga
here on
Visitors can attend the
ow between 10
a.m.and 6 p.m. on all day
till January 18. Entry tickets

above 12 100 per
head for those -

n five a 11. Visitors
will be ch:

camera and 5.000 per vi-

camera. Tickets can al-
so be obtained online at:
hups:/nhorticulture in/s
petickets/

Audience

CHENNAL
The tremendous response
and participation of the au-

dience in the music con-
certs and morning confe-
rences contributed to the
success of December
music season of The Mussc
Academy and drowned the
notes and ran-

the terminal without lmmi-
gration and the inconve-

said.
Authority of In-
dia_officlals say they are
Sooking in it.

r against vocalist T-M.
Krishna, the rediptent of
the Sangita anidhi
award.

“There has been need-

response drowns rancour against T.M. Krishna

over several months
leading up to the festival.
Notwithstanding all this,

s
stastic participation in the
ation of the festiv-

al, the overwhelming pre-
sence of rasikas for the
istmas morning con-
cert by Mr. Krishna and a

esponse for the Sa-
o proved that good mus-
ic_marters.
who came back to the sab-
ha music season after a de-
gade, said his participarion

in the season as the Sangita

Mr. Krishna,

Kalanidhi-designate
special. “Presiding over

the 9sth Annual Confe- walks of life had been over-
rence of the Music Acade-  whelming.” he added. ed
an intellectually in- Noted indologist David
1 shul who

pouring in from so many
people from _ different

who performed over these

@0, MRK Pumesrsel
. and P.K. Sekarbabu,
ma)w R. Priya, MPs Daya-

Maxan and Thamiz-
Thangapandian, le-
gshmm Dha. Velu and N.
Ezhilan, Chief Secretary N.
Muruganandam, and se-
nior offictals were also pre-
ation.

the for
many hours. Look at the
who know

had the pleasure of curat-
ing this year's conference
and it would not be wrong
to say that this year’s con-
ference stood out for the
very high standards it set
in terms of the quality and
rigour in the presentations
and lectures.” he said.

~To receive the Sangita
Kalanidhi award on Janu-
ary 1and to receive the love
and affection that has been

the award on Mr. Krishna,
said.

at the long line of awar-
dees, mostly young and
highly gifted musicians

every note and every text.”

hos
Minister of India Manmo-
han Singh. “He was one of
india’s great leaders and
statesmen, who contribut-
ed tremendously to the
country’s progress, guided
by the principles of hu-
maneness, inclusivity and
equity,” Mr. Murali sald
during his address.

Kalal
ween June 3 and 5, 2022,

44,800 visitors.
The second edition of the

INBRIEF

A step forward

15% hike trusservices
operated by the four Road Transport
Corporations (RTCs). This would come nto effect
from January S, said Law and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister H.K. Patil after a Cabinet

Xarnataka State Cabinet on Thursday approved a
in fares of all types of

RTCs. The Cabinet raised the fares following a
demand from RTCs because of the Increased
cost to hike in diesel prices,

to study Shakti scheme

A delegation from Andhra Pradesh,

Mew rituat: After much clamour from activists demanding to stop use of armals for temple parades, Cochin Camhval paraded a ‘obot
elephant’ far Its annual New Year's festivitios on Thursday. THULAS! Kaxxar

Students protest over
filming in Hyderabad
college hostel; 6 held

HYDERABAD

The warden and five mess
workers at the women’s

custody by the Hyderbad

Police follow-

ing protest by the stu-
Iane on \ ﬂdzy

verled thas while the col.
lege management has been

sat on a protest alleging re-
cording of inappropriate
videos of girl students in
the hostel washroom as

sligence and mis-
conduu by the war-

m lnddenl came to
light after some students
noticed palmprints on the
and

booked for a
separate case has been re-
gistered me: -

found any obscene content
in them,” Medchal ACP B.

the mirror on the New
Year's Eve. They were also
alerted by the movement
of the workers around the
w: =

pected videos were being
secretly recorded in the
washs

Ainisters and officials, Is set to visit Karnataka to
examine the successful implementation of the
Shakt scheme, which provides free bus travel for
jum State-run buses. The

Launching a similar scheme
According to a senjor Karnataka State Road
Tranenart Carporation (KSRTO) offictal. &

il artive tn Bengsturi o Fridsy t6 study the
scheme in depth.

One crore TDP mgm! Jers
to get accident insurance

TDP leader Nara Lokesh signed agreements with
the representatives of the United india nsurance
Company Limited and Pragmatic [nsurance
Sroking Services Private Limited on Thursday for
providing accident insurance coverage to one
crore party members. A press release sald the

TDP a historic in its

PSLV C-60 miission:
space start-up firm
gets desired results

2024's space qualification,

BENGALURU Teaffirming its dependable

and repeatble perfor-
Bell Aerospace hasan-  mance. This is a proud mil-
nounced that it has estone as propulsio -

achieved the desired re-
sults from the Rudra High-
Performance Green Pro-

pulsion System, which was made at
nboard the POEM-4 in the trix,” it sasd.
rvec:e-nny PSLV

The Bengaluru-based
space start-up said the Ru-
dra  HighPerformance
Green Propulsion Systes

as fired Nawlessly aboard
POEM-4 in PSLV C-60.

“We replicated the same
hardware from January —coming day:

RTO official's Mongolia trip to click
Pallas’s cat find its way into textbook

xocH

During his 15-day trip to
Mongolia in the harsh win-
ter of March 2017, Shefiq

now

Mr.
clue that his trip to photo-
£72ph the hard to-spot Pal-
las's cat, one of the smal-
lest wildcars of the world,

[
Book for Class 7.

Pallas's cat
Mr.
know about It only aﬁer

ks
out the chapter aloud.

“1 was pleasantly sur-
prised to hear that my pas-
sion has been found wor-
thy of being included in a

textbook.”  says  Mr
Incidentally, the

the mp lo Alongolla

written by G. Shaheed, a

sensor Joumansx al
with M. meds

al and with
complexion blends seam.

y with fts snowy habi-

Pallas’s cat
primary focus of :hnl (rip‘
with Bactrian or dou-
ble-humped camel and
ed

He firsc spent four days
tre camping in
the Hustal National bark

pa:
raphy has taken him to 26
count

+




Rajendra Arlekar
sworn in as 23rd
Kerala Governor

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Rajendra Vishwanath Arle-
kar was sworn in as the
23rd Governor of Kerala on
Thursday.

Kerala High Court Chief
Justice Nitin Madhukar
Jamdar administered the
oath of office at Raj Bhavan
in Thiruvananthapuram.
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, Leader of the Oppo-
sition V.D. Satheesan, se-
nior political leaders,
government functionaries
and Mr. Arlekar’s family
members were among
those present.

Until recently Governor
of Bihar, he replaces Arif
Mohammed Khan. Mr. Ar-
lekar’s stint will be
watched with immense in-
terest given the tumultu-
ous relationship his prede-

Pinarayi Vijayan greets
Rajendra Arlekar after
swearing-in ceremony.

cessor had with the Left
government in the State.
Mr. Khan replaces Mr. Arle-
kar in Bihar after a five-
year stint in Kerala.

A member of the RSS
from a young age and later
the BJP, Mr. Arlekar is a
former Minister and Speak-
er of the Goa Assembly.
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RTO official's Mongolia trip to click
Pallas’s cat find its way into textbook

M.P. Praveen
KOCHI

During his 15-day trip to
Mongolia in the harsh win-
ter of March 2017, Shefiq
Basheer Ahammed, now
serving as Malappuram Re-
gional Transport Officer,
had little inkling that his lit-
tle adventure would be-
come part of a school text-
book years later.

Mr. Ahammed had no
clue that his trip to photo-
graph the hard-to-spot Pal-
las’s cat, one of the smal-
lest wildcats of the world,
was included as a chapter
in the Gul Mohar Language
For Life English CBSE
Course Book for Class 7.

=4 e

Pallas’s cat

Mr. Ahammed came to
know about it only after
one of his friends hap-
pened to accidentally over-
hear his daughter reading
out the chapter aloud.

“I was pleasantly sur-
prised to hear that my pas-
sion has been found wor-
thy of being included in a
textbook,” says Mr.
Ahammed.

Incidentally, the story
about the trip to Mongolia
written by G. Shaheed, a
senior journalist, along
with Mr. Ahammed’s pho-
tographs was carried by
the Frontline magazine in
the issue dated June 4,
2021. The chapter is
named after the title of that
story, The Small Ghost of
the Mountain.

The Pallas’s cat is
named thus since it is noc-
turnal and with its white
complexion blends seam-

lessly with its snowy habi-
tat. “Pallas’s cat was the
primary focus of that trip,
along with Bactrian or dou-
ble-humped camel and
Przewalski’s horse, named
after the Russian geogra-
pher Nikolay Przewalski,”
says Mr. Ahammed.

He first spent four days
trekking and camping in
the Hustai National Park
and the next 11 days in the
Altai Mountain areas to get
a sighting of the cat, brav-
ing inclement weather
when temperature
dropped to as low as -20
degrees. Mr. Ahammed’s
passion for wildlife photog-
raphy has taken him to 26
countries so far.



.........

Adventure to Mongolia / #MTAAT &Y IET:Shefig

Basheer Ahammed, a Regional Transport Officer
from Malappuram, took a 15-day trip to Mongolia
in March 2017 to photograph wildlife, including the
elusive Pallas’s cat.

HIORHA & &I IRagel PRI Afthd
T2 318HC o AT 2017 H HMfAT Hr 15-
feT 1 amaT &I, fGEH 3ogia geld Ferd Fe

$I TER G|



* Surprising Outcome / TlhTar arelm IROTA:

* His adventure was later included as a chapter in the CBSE Class
7 English textbook, Gul Mohar Language for Life, titled "The
Small Ghost of the Mountain".

e 3eTchl AT I &I H CBSE H&T 7 hr 3T SICRECSE
«Wﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ)‘?ﬁaw H " THATST °OiEc 3% &
' ATHSG I o &7 H A har 31T




e Pallas’s Cat:A small, nocturnal wildcat with a white complexion that blends into
snowy habitats.

« Teh B!, fAAreR SETel ool fSaen @the o1 38 Jhfel ardexor #
fBuat & Aece T Bl

* Other Animals Photographed / 3o SiTeldY:Bactrian camels and Przewalski’s
horse, named after Russian geographer Nikolay Przewalski.

0 3l 3¢ 3N Ystdredehl &1 BT, Toaer A1d &I $faierddr foenlells

A
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Locations / ¥TeT:Four days trekking and camping in Hustai National Park.
gHds ATl Ueh H IR ot cfeer 3R SiYar)

Next 11 days spent in the Altai Mountain areas despite harsh weather.
3T 11 & @ HIEA & Srasg Hedls Iadid &9 H f9dre|
Challenges / W:Faced temperatures as low as -20 degrees Celsius.

20 f23it Afcaad a= & dvATT 1 THaT fohaT|
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4. Recognition and Reaction / ATeddl AR wfafmar

Inclusion in Textbook / ATSTIETH H nfAe:

e The story was initially published in Frontline magazine in June 2021.

* FEAT Dl Ygell aR Sl 2021 H Heelses Uit H FerlfAd fohar
|

Mr. Ahammed's Reaction / 2iY 3gHE T gfafhar:

e He was pleasantly surprised when his daughter read the chapter aloud.

* d% pleasantly surprised §T STdl 3oTehl d¢T of TSI SR ¥ 9eT|
Wildlife Passion / d=gsiid & Yfa olo]el

e His passion for wildlife photography has taken him to 26 countries so far.

o TSI WICHT & Iid 3T Foled 3o 37T AP 26 M H o
AT 7
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in 2024, Chi

BEYING

Last year was China's hottest on record and the
past four years were its warmest ever, its weather

agency sald this week.

China 2 the leading emitter, in total volume, of

said on its news site
“The ‘warmest years
four years, with all top 10 warmest years since

an
“The UN said in a year-end

message on Monday
that 2024 was set 10 be the hottest year ever re-

month in
July. a3 well a3 &z warmest autsmn on record. RELTERS.

2024 sets record
for warmest year
in several countries

Musk-Trump links leave questions
over probes into billionaire’s empire

ory actions could I

ish under the new

istration. current and former US. officials say: since the election. the

admini:
P lect Trump’s ‘first buddy’ frequented his Mar-a-Lago club. and has weighed in publicly on his Cabinet picks

Beuters
NEW YORK/WASHINGTON

ast month, in_the
waning days of the
Biden administra-
tion i the USS., the Securi-
ties and Exchange Com-

e
charges relating to alleged

violations during
s Sas Dillion tokeover of

he wrote, referring 1o, SEC

ever were the past

corded wor ¥
Other also re-

cords in 2024

said on Thursday that the past year -

w st since records began in 1910

Germany's weather agency said in December

that 2024 was the hottest year since records.

143 vears ago. Czech weather service CHMI

The
said on Thursday that 2024 was by far the hot-

test” in Prague since records

ing the previous records from 2018 and 2023 by

21115 After 1990, the CHMI said.

started in 1775, beat-

that of the 15 war-
century and

ary Gensl
e e siniley-face

company: Elon Musk, centre, with U.S. President-elect Donalkd Trump, left, and Vice

Musk spent more than a

ficlals who have direct

emoji but artached a legal
I

House did not respond to a
request for comment.
The SEC is not the only
investigative agency Mr.
Musk has defied and ac
cusea of potitical harass-
ment. The owner of Tesla
and t SpaceX has long railed
inst government over-
i Portraying himself as
a wvictim

dollars to

help elect — replacing joe

chair to replace Mr. Gen-
sler, who plans to resign

1 Mr. Trump s inavgu-
rated.

cases
Mr. Musk’s potential to
have extraordinary clout
with the new

probes into Mr. Musk's

companies.
The inquiries include
examinations of the al-

Elite
Presklent-etect 4.0, Vance, fight, at 3n event in Maryland In December. AP

ing all Americ: B
Since the election, Mr.
Musk has elf

one resulting in a pollution
fine paceX.
National Highway Traf-
fic Safe

aggressively pursuing
Musk companies in light of
his relationship with Mr.
Trump,  sal

Mc a

(NHTSA) officials have re-

erxl during the

peatodiy scrutinised Testa o Sdmis
for nearly a decade, at extent mey want o
tmes enraging Mr. Musk.  please the boss, I think
During one 2016 call, he know how to do that.~
screamed profanities at Some legal rts

the the risk of pol-

first of several investiga-
tions into Tesla's Autopilot
driver-assistance system af-
ter a fatal crash, according
o two le familiar with

rently five ongoing

open N3 probes cover-
ing driver-assistance tech-
nol d r opera-

itical interference from Mr.
Musk, noting that an inves-
tigation's lack of progress
could signal cient
vidence.
It is also possible thac
prosecutors who

forward regardless
Pie Aewsies role: Some togal

experts say.
“1 do not think there is

leged shared T p-  traw s,
over of the 1 i- pointed agenc d de- said Robert Frenchman, a
Tesla’s Autopilot and Full Iy, and weighed in publicly ent heads, current ce lawyer at
Self-Driving iysle!nn. po- his Cabinet and former US. offis in New York. “Most prosec-
tential ani vio- 3 utors bring cases they
lations in Neuralink's Mr. Trump appoint- Mr. Trump's Depart-  think they can win.’
brainchip experiments; ed Mr. Musk to codead a  ment of Justice (DOJ) picks, Representatives of the

and alleged pollution, hir-

new “Teparamens of Co-

tion raises questions about
the fate of federal investi-
gations and xegatntney ae-
tions affectin

oensmg problems  at
Space:
nr. Musk, Tesks. Spe

private entity advising on
ts and regu-
Iations It remains unclear

empire, of ich et Jeast
20 are g ol

zealots sumng his compa-
nies” potentally Nfe-saving

to three familiar

with SpaceX and Tesla op-
erations and thy

soon
nald Trump — whom Mr.

ceX, and
oo B
quests.

wha
:any.
Mr. Musk has touted his
d

A 1p- spo-
kesperson called Mr. Musk
a “brilliant~ entrepreneur
and sald

fre Srrent and former of.

Sure law and order, “treat-

=-
ven specific examples of
how e might use it. Before

for example. include la-
wyers who defended him

T crials and a neeniees
for FBI chief whom Mr.
Musk voc supported
who has repeatedly
pursue M.
Trumgp . one cur-
rent and three former DOJ
of say.
Lower-level DOJ officials
coul exercise prosec-
utorial discretion to avoid

would < ue fulfilling
their legal and regulatory
s

Pro-Kurdish Turkiye leaders
continue efforts for dialogue

ISTANEUL,

A delegation from Turki-

on day
parliamentary

and farright Nationalist
Movement OMHP)

veen
beancad: Kurdisesn Woek:
ers’ Party (P!

DEATS threeperson de-
legation met with Speaker
Numan Kurtulmus  and
then with MHP leader Dev-
let Bahceli.

The aim was at briefing

the jailed founder
of the PKK who is se:

life without parole on tm-
rali prison island near Is-
lznbll

t was the first political
\‘15!( to Mr. Ocalan in al

Jailed PKK leader Abdullah
Ocatan. ALE s070

most a decade and follows
an easing of tension bet-
ween Ankara and the PKK,

ing be
“right to hope" in remarks

understood to moot a pos-
sible early release.
Mr. Onder and Mr. Bul-

ment in efforts t Tesol
the Kurdish ssue

“The meeting was posi-
tive. We are hopeful” Mr.
Onder s2id after meeting

remarks qu-
Seed by Turkey's private
NTV broadcaster.

n a weekend posting on
x, 'DEM  party co-chair
Tuncer Bakirhan hafled
what he described as a
“historic

€ on the eve of a

peace.” he said.

Harsh existence

=

Frozen street: A burqa-ciad woman seeks aims along 2 strect on Thursday, during the first heavy snawfall this winter in Kabul. A

Nobel laureate Mohammadi remains defiant despite imprisonment in Iran

PARIS

Narges Mohammadi, the
Iranian 2023 Nobel Peace
Prize laureate, says her bo-
dy may be weakened from

weeks on medical grounds
after unde:

gery. Ms. Mol
spoke with the French ma-
gazine Elle about the con-

Gitions at the Evin prison
in Tehran, where she is in-
carcerated.

“Mind of steel”
itis

Ms_ i sald
there were 70 prisoners in
the women's ward at Evin
“from all walks of life, of all
ages, and of all political

“My body is
true, afier three years ofin.

repeated refusals of care
that have serlmuly tested
mind s of

Sear” has” nol
said. responding in Farsi to
tions voice

Jjournalists, writers,
men’s activists, and
people persecuted  for
thedr

monly used “instruments
of torture” is

Face arges been jalied
over the past 25 )Véars most recently since November 2021. 4=

there are sull acts

sasd
. Mohammadi, who
shares a cell with 13 other
prisoners.

1t is a place where pol-
itical pi rs die. | have

risoners.”
Despite the harsh conse-

of

es of Pakhshan Azizi and
Varisheh Moradi,” two Kur-

women's rights acti-
wvists who are in prison, she
said.

Possible reprisals
Small acts of defiance —
like organising sitins — can
et them reprisals like be-

or tele
‘She also sald that speak-
ing to presspersons would
likely ges her ~“new

tons™, e

the targes of addiional
prosecutions and convic-
tons

“Recently, 45 out of 70

month™.

“It is a challenge for us

Nobel Peace Prize, her two
children collected the
award on her behalf.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment last month called Ms.
i

Th reduce cross-
Channel migrant arrfvals
by boat.
The Interior Aiinistry
the plan to llnv
Hoae now fneabn
Crime Prevention Orders
(SCPOs) on smugglers be-
fore they have been crimi-
nally charged, the day after
figures showed soaring ar-
rival numbers in 20:

were det the
Channel last year, a 25% in-
crease from the 29,437

ing an interim order could

political prisoners to fight
to a

lowed to get away with it”.
Awx




2024 sets record
for warmest year
in several countries

Agence France-Presse
BEIJING

Last year was China’s hottest on record and the
past four years were its warmest ever, its weather
agency said this week.

China is the leading emitter, in total volume, of
the greenhouse gases driving global heating.

It aims at ensuring carbon dioxide emissions
peak by 2030 and be brought to net zero by 2060.

The average national temperature for 2024 was
10.92C - 1.03 degrees higher than average. It was
“the warmest year since the start of full records in
19617, the China Meteorological Administration
said on its news site late on Wednesday.

“The top four warmest years ever were the past
four years, with all top 10 warmest years since
1961 occurring in the 2lst century,” it added.

In 2024, China logged its hottest month in the
history of observation in July, as well as the hottest
August and the warmest autumn on record.

The UN said in a year-end message on Monday
that 2024 was set to be the hottest year ever re-
corded worldwide.

Other countries also recorded temperature re-
cords in 2024. Australia’s Bureau of Meteorology
said on Thursday that the past year marked its se-
cond-warmest year since records began in 1910.

Germany’s weather agency said in December
that 2024 was the hottest year since records began
143 years ago. The Czech weather service CHMI
said on Thursday that 2024 was “by far the hot-
test” in Prague since records started in 1775, beat-
ing the previous records from 2018 and 2023 by
0.5 degrees. “It is worth noting that of the 15 war-
mest years since 1775, 13 were in this century and
all 15 after 1990,” the CHMI said.



2024: Warmest Year on Record / 2024: d deh <hl

Jaq A a'ﬁ'GIobaIIy, 2024 set a record as the hottest
year ever recorded.

afRger T W, 2024 319 deh &l o ITH ay
el TordT IRaT|

China recorded its hottest year since records began in
1961.

AT o 1961 & &c I I deb T G I Iy
ol TohaT|



¢ 2024’s average temperature was 10.92°C, 1.03°C higher than normal.
¢2024 &7 3T d9ART 10.92°C AT, ST AT F 1.03°C 3716 AT

e Hottest July, hottest August, and warmest autumn ever recorded.

379 T HT I IH FJeAlg, 3, IR We ®g cof fohar |

e Aim to peak carbon emissions by 2030 and achieve net-zero emissions by 2060.
¢2030 % PIeeT FcHoled TH T ggate AR 2060 T L 3cgolel Pl A8 |




o JrEeforam: 1910 & RePiS & o THAY: 143 AT Ygel RIS o« I AURIST (9TT): 1775 &
gl & d1G 2024 qEU U YE Bl & &1 T 2024 FH di¢ ¥ g8 I ¥, 2018
I Iy IET| I ay IET| 3R 2023 & 0.5°C 318 a4



Broader Implications / cqT9eh YHTd

Climate Change Evidence / STelaTY qRadsT HT YHIT:

e The top 10 warmest years since 1961 occurred in the 21st century.

-1961$mﬁmﬁ10ﬁ21a‘iﬂaﬁaﬁ§¢|

UN'’s Statement/ﬁ'«fl:?cl' IS¢ I dYTed:

e The UN declared 2024 as the warmest year worldwide in its year-
end report.

o« I TSE o 3HTelr auid RUIC & 2024 I 9ffgsh TR W
a9y I ayv gifiva R




Historical Perspective / ¥fagiiae Tieeahior

The CHMI noted that 15 of the warmest years since 1775
occurred in the 21st century.

CHMI = §arar for 1775 & &I & 15 §9d IH aV
21a°‘r14€rafra35r§tr|
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Arif Mohammed Khan sworn

Experts on GM crop panels
to declare conflict of interest

stry of Environment amends rules governing selection of experts to the Genetic Engineering

Trinamool Congress
councillor shot dead
in Malda; 2 arrested

Appraisal Committee; it calls for details of professional affiliations in past 10 years to be declared Movinia Ssgonding o
police. four armed
motorbike-borne

the crop <0 a future Bench. | Trinamool Congress coun.  perione shot Sarl

NEW DELHI Two judges ruled diffe- | cillor and president rsons shot Sarkar

rently on whether the | the party's e dlatrice unit m from behind

he Union Ministry Centre was right in accord- | West Bengal's
in Governor of Bihar of Environment, mng approval to GM | Sarkar, was shot dead m
— Forest and Climate musstard broad  daylight on behind as he ran inside the
Arif Mohammed Khan was sworn In as the 42°¢ Change has amended the Among the directives | Thursday. shop for safety. coun-
Gavernor of Bihar on Thursday, succeeding soverning the selec- that they red on was Two persons have been  cillor sustained injuries in
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar who has been tion of experts to the Ge- g a process for | arrested in connection he. v
appointed Kerala Governor in his place. Patna cerl - resolving with the inciden: declared  de.
High Court Chief Justice X. Vinod Chandran sal Committee (GEAC), the conflict of interest. According w police tal
administered the oath at the Raj Bhawan in the apex technical body regu- As far as the GM case Is | sources. four armed per- Mr. Sarkar, popularly
presence of Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and his lating tically modified concerned, the question of riding two motor-  known as Babla, was a six-
deputies, and Leader of the in the (GM) seeds in Indsa. such conflict arose follow- | bikes chased Mr. Sarkar af-  time councillor of Ward 22
Stae Assembly Tefastrul Yaday, amane ong others. Under the new rules, ing as anacti- | ter he ety his factory  of the Englishbazar muni-
~Bihar has im: ntial and 1 have come to “expert member" ought to = = vist . the Coalition for | in the mon cipality in Malda.
serve the State;” Mr. ikhan said. Earlier, he told disclose thelr “interest~ rghtin  GM-Free India, in 2013, He was shot from be- “My close associate, my

Journalists, “ know the glorious history of Bihar.

1will ry to discharge my duty in accordance with

the heritage and tradition of the State.”

Man killed by thieves in brawl

that could conflict with
their duties. The expert is

also expected to take all
steps necessary to ensure
that any conflict of Interest
does not affect any deci
sion of the GEAC.

hag
according approval to penetically modified mustard ase

mittee, the expert Is ex-

order in july 2023 requir-
ing that the Centre form a
national policy on GM
crops.
In that order of July

santo, a multinational bi
tech and agricultural pesti-

hind when he ran into a
nearby shop to hide from
them, they added.

k place

The attack
around 10.30 a m at (he
Jhaljhalia More area, a

c;uoon close to Mr. Sarka.r s

fellow warrsor Babla Sar-
Kar, who has worked with

remember with  form detalling their profes- 2023, the SC delivered a  cides  company,  and 1 TV channels at

on Dakshin Express train any direct or indirect asso-  sional affiliations to split verdict on the validity  affiliated Indian organisa- umd fred the CCTV roouse of  secretariat mes on

ciation with a matter being  cade prior to jolning he Centre’s 2022 deci-  tions. the attack_ The CCTV foot-  Thursday ning. “He
A 25year-old man was killed by some persons on discussed in a meeting of committee. sion granting conditional Monsnmn b since: || mee S the shiop, sted by - - had s before, which
the moving Hyderabad-Delhi Dakshin Express the committee is obliged to pproval for environmen-  been bought over by Baver ben.l television channels, was then withdr. e
train when he confronted them after they d this prior to the  Split verdict tal release of GM mustard  CropScience  Limfted, a o unidentified  was art eartis
allegedly stole his money on Unless specifical-  These rules come on the  crops, thus leaving a final  company with similar in- shoo(ers chasing and gun-  well,” the Chief Minister
said. The incident took place in- 3 oy requesled by the com- back of a Court on the rel f  terests. ning down Mr. Sarkar from a

tra. The victim,

m-m““;f' S e R Weresearch | Govt. report reveals | Indian researchers develop
By el e scholar feted K infr —
e A T forartwork | Star astructure | injectable hydrogel for

Policeman dies after being
pushed in front of train

A was by two
persons who attacked him and then pushed him
in front of a train between Rabale and Ghansoli

on rural life

NEW DELHS

Labani Jangi, a research
scholar from Centre for
Studies in Soclal Sciences
in Kolkata, became the first

gap in Indian schools

NEW DELHL

Of the over 1471 lakh
schools in India, up to 1.52
lakh schools have no func-

targeted cancer treatment

GUWASATL

Researchers from the In-
dian Institute of Technolo-

official said on recipient of the TM Krish- | tional electricity, accord- gy-Guwahati (IIT-G) _and

Thursday. The victim has been as na-PARI award for her | ing to the latest dara re- the Bose Institute,

42-year-old Vijay sh Chavan, a resident of work in art that “reflects | leased by the Unified have developed ad-
nsoli, the Vashi railway police station official the resilience and com- | District Information Sys- vanced injectable hydrogel

said. “The incident took place between 525 a.m. plexities of rural India, | tem Education for localised cancer treat-

and 5.35 a.m. on We . The accused, who combi c expres. | (UDISE+) maintained by ment. A statement iss

were wearing white shires, Chunvaii wien sion with critical Ministry of Educatiort. o . | by the TG said this hy-

2ome unidentified object and pushed him commentary~, sad a state- | Of the 14.71 lakh schools, 67,000 schoots operate without | drogel serves as a stable re- by into the

e of 3 teatin, The raotve bonin ohe frder s et from People's Ar | 1017 lakh schoals are B, funcional v of which s servoir for ti-cancer  tumour, thus systemic side effects. ot

not known. No arrests have been made so far. chive of Rural India. The | vernmentsun. of which  majoray g 5 it in a con-

Further probe is under way.” the official said. award honours individuals | 912 lakh schools e wrolled manner while spar-  such as py mimies Iiv ssues, mak-
whose works bridge the electricity, vernment-aided. peivate | fng healthy cells from surgical interventions, of- Ing them hable for bi.

Worlds of Are and Journal. | white 152 lakh schools ocher schools, 4.33 m. ten have severe limitations.  medical applications.
ism and includes a cash ey Tiswe finctional drink: The findings of the re- motherapy’s systemsc The hydrogel, com-
Army looki TOC prize of 21 al from the govern- - Ing w: . expected tobere-  delivery often results in  pased of ultrahort pep-
o el My work with PARI fo- | ment-run_s With regard to toflets, of | volutionary for breast can- tates ks designad e remmale

cer theral

anti-drone ammunition

(R.M) for 23;

Army has issued a Request for Information
for

Schilla alr defence weapon systems In service-
aircraft guns use Z3mm armou:

These anti-

piercing incendiary tracer nd hish Explosh‘

that bring attention to
the systemic challenges

uring spirit of
mral life. By

chools,

re 4.54 lakh sehools that
e | government.aided,
private and unaided. and
others, of which 4.07 lakh
have

these narratives into my
art, [ atm at creating visual

the 14.71 lakh schools,
14.50 Lakh schools have toi-
let facilities, but only 14.04
Lakh toilets are L

PY.
published in Materiats Ho-
rizons, a journal of the
Royal Society of Chemis-
try.

The paper is co-auth-
ored by Debapratim Das,

harmful side effects by af-
nd

re-
the

healthy cells” the
searchers said In
statement

flulds, ensuring It stays Jo-
calised at the injection site.
It responds to elevated le-
vels of glutathione (GSH), a

in -

“The team addressed these

mour cells.
“This work exemplifies

ammunl expressions that resonate | drinking water facilities, a majority (46,000) are go- | along with his research challenges by designing a
probability of both these s i w2 with the complexities of | but only 1411 lakh vernment scholars Tanushree Das hydrogel how scientific_innovation
the guns are manually o these experiences. My il- | schools is the drinking wa- The condition is much | and sy drugs precisely to the tu-  can s5 the pressing
ammunition gets activated (causes 1 amedi- | ter cios worse when # comes to | from IT-G's Departmentof  mour site, cal.  Deeds of cancer tresrment.
destruction) on & ch means a direct hit, um through which 1 coneri- Of the 10.17 lakh govern-  providing disabled-friend- | Chemistry, and Kuldip Ja-  ised action. are  The
the RF1 said on the need for bute to preserving ment schools, functional na, Satyajic Halder, water-based, polyraer net-  allow It & WOIk BATmO:

ammunition
increase the hit probability. The Army is also
looking to procure air burst rounds for its 30mm
cannons on infantry combat vehicles.

clal realities of rural India.”
said Ms. Jangt

drinking water facilicy s
available in
schools. Of the 4.46 kah

Iy facilicies. Of the 10.17

disabled-friendly toilets.

Bose Institute, Kolkata.
“Current  treatments,

works capable of absorb-
ing and retaining fuids.
Their unique structure

niously with the biological
environment, offering pre-
cision,” Prof. Das said.

To solve this prasde online. 3 SUDOKU FAITH
rREIsBWRARE + 14373 et s o car crard e ~ .
ot by ol D) el e 7 1 Andal's wake-up call
13 According to the Reverend, Norse God defied providence 2 6 7 Andal, the of the 12 S5 ,
(1) T in fresh, refined and pure
18 Settle father near town (part of the city of Dakar, in 5 8 4 Tamil, Sri Manavala Mamm ys Andal's de-
Senegai) (5) — votional songs surpass the works of other apostics. Tirup-
20 Fondmess for Achilles” heel? {4,4) 9 8 4 paval is the seed of all the \edns
22 Consistently pick up leaders from aggressive, loysl, wise A Swamy a discourse that
and young senators {6} 4 8 2 5 § Andal, !hehnunl[eslanon of mm Vl‘:hnus divin e‘:‘unmn
] Bhudevi, as transcend ‘om Sri Val nta to
ﬁ :hi Ie:::?':;; Gopal, a No.1 tantrist from the east {8} 1 i | this patt of anlfronlissiioes avd the.
ect worth? ?  torealise God.
25 Ouphe and Liyr ignored regularly for 34 to see (6] [=) 7 i 1n Hindu dharma, the term Mano, Vak, Kaya, which ref-
. erstomind, speech, and body. i used. Andal says we have
4 ; 3 hant and conguer the mind to think of God and offer
1 Register sbout time and gosl mismanagement (7] 2 1 5 H to ¢ q
< e . service to God with our physical faculties. Those wha fail
2 Say, Steffi's sble to love a drawing on the wall? (8] T umlermcaiad thiis &re Iri sTos alays Of limocanca: Andal
3 uy doctor surprtdngly missed mewim:n(a:l;’munm © 3 8|  vores poems 6 w© 15 to wake people up fo enieve
roadeast so bluesy! Thank you wery much!
S Peninaula misses small region in Russia (6 ettt steep: e anted o Frpiiar Secp ot ot & '
i ution wsoku - -
6 Foclishly independent, a Spaniard is swallowed by city (7) ‘;‘ =8 & 2‘ :; 5] fuenced by “Thamo Guna,” which is provoked by grief, il
8 Eccentric hot nurse bugs trunk of a flowering tree {5,8) > a 1 E 713 3 lusion, pain, and ment ess. Mistaking the bod)
14 issue from leaders of Europesn Footbsl Union {8} 222138 2{3 84 andsoulasthe same and thinking that the soul is indepen-
7 amerial stuf a brickayer conceals {6) 15 Thatman's notes about simple proteins (8} TTBTS[8 2 A[1]916] svnchesoutisa subject of God andis meant t sorve Him:
8 Stubborn, be will fve_ Nut case! (4-4) 16 Record of harsh, odit from s 4a21/6 9 837 , the Supreme Being, & the source of all ener-
9 ‘iary fear sbout a traveller (8) 2) 869 1 452 =-A person exhausted from working all day retires to
10 sump in well! (5] 17 Baby poel? One hundred percent! {7) 51 24689 7 3 seepd i night and wakes up fresh the next mosn
11 indore’s chief detective cracks domestic's murder (8) 19 Letters from Mayor! A Tory spokesperson? (6) 68 3|2 H 7 9 E 1ia ing (Il.ke a cEIIph d). How is this possible? It “
12 Annusl party’s ending too soon (6) 21 See, fellow bit wrapped piece of hamburger (6) 9la 7|35 il6 28 b;;::se God's help that he recoups energy. This s

cm ¢ A




Indian researchers develop
injectable hydrogel for
targeted cancer treatment

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Researchers from the In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy-Guwahati (IIT-G) and
the Bose Institute, Kolkata
have developed an ad-
vanced injectable hydrogel
for localised cancer treat-
ment. A statement issued
by the IIT-G said this hy-
drogel serves as a stable re-
servoir for anti-cancer
drugs, releasing it in a con-
trolled manner while spar-
ing healthy cells from
harm.

The findings of the re-
search, expected to be re-
volutionary for breast can-
cer therapy, have been
published in Materials Ho-
rizons, a journal of the
Royal Society of Chemis-

The paper is co-auth-
ored by Debapratim Das,
along with his research
scholars Tanushree Das
and Ritvika Kushwaha
from IIT-G’s Department of
Chemistry, and Kuldip Ja-
na, Satyajit Halder, and
Anup Kumar Misra from
Bose Institute, Kolkata.

“Current treatments,

The hydrogel triggers a controlled drug release directly into the
tumour, thus reducing systemic side effects. GETTY IMAGES

such as chemotherapy and
surgical interventions, of-
ten have severe limitations.
Chemotherapy’s systemic
delivery often results in
harmful side effects by af-
fecting both cancerous and
healthy cells,” the re-
searchers said in the
statement.

Localised treatment

The team addressed these
challenges by designing a
hydrogel that delivers
drugs precisely to the tu-
mour site, ensuring local-
ised action. Hydrogels are
water-based, polymer net-
works capable of absorb-
ing and retaining fluids.
Their unique structure

mimics living tissues, mak-
ing them suitable for bio-
medical applications.

The hydrogel, com-
posed of ultra-short pep-
tides is designed to remain
insoluble in Dbiological
fluids, ensuring it stays lo-
calised at the injection site.
It responds to elevated le-
vels of glutathione (GSH), a
molecule abundant in tu-
mour cells.

“This work exemplifies
how scientific innovation
can address the pressing
needs of cancer treatment.
The hydrogel’s properties
allow it to work harmo-
niously with the biological
environment, offering pre-
cision,” Prof. Das said.
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. Key Development / HEY Gl ]

Advanced Injectable Hydrogel / 3eold
golFead gIssod:

e Researchers from lIT-Guwahati and Bose Institute,
Kolkata have developed a hydrogel for localized
cancer treatment.

o ITIETETE 3 I HEYT, AR &
MERATIHT 7 FAETH $HE ITAR & T
Ush glSsiold dahfad [T gl




* Purpose / 38629

* Acts as a stable reservoir for anti-cancer drugs, releasing

them in a controlled manner to avoid harming healthy
cells.

¢ UE HEI-UEN can3il & foIv vk [FR HSR o &9 H
I HIAT § IR TG RRAFTT FT TR qsqm
foar g &7 & gar aEdarn gl




Localized Treatment / Fﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂg_cl' IYAR:Hydrogel delivers
drugs directly to the tumor site, ensuring precise action.

gISglolel adl &l WY TYAT & TUH W L|§r4|<-|| g 3R
Félh HRAS AR L gl

Material Composition / QT3 HTAT:Made of water-based

polymer networks that mimic living tissues, making it ideal for
biomedical applications.

STT-3TUTRA JifelAY siedeh § ol § Sl Sifdd el
I Tehel AT & I 38 Sid RAfecar quann & fav
3MGeT FATdT &




Stability and Functionality /

fyRar 3 F¥eTAdT:Designed

to remain insoluble in biological
fluids and respond to elevated

glutathione levels in tumor cells.

J

Sifds oalel Yerat
TN Bl 3R TR

aﬁfﬁwﬁﬁaﬁw?ﬂaﬁ‘u’lﬂ
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ESIEGRER IR RS
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Limitations of Current Treatments / IdHT

3TAR T HATT:

e Chemotherapy and surgical interventions often harm both
cancerous and healthy cells.

o HIATRGT 3 ol 3FET FOEEd iR TTEy
aﬁfﬂm&ﬁaﬁwqgm?ﬁ%l

Solution Provided / HEJd HHATHT:

e This hydrogel ensures targeted action, reducing systemic
side effects.

* Ig FISIolel Ifald Shals HiATRed el ¢ 3N
YU T1SS Sthare &l hd Hldl gl




Research Significance / 8T¢I &T HAgcd

mm Publication / YhIRIT:

e Findings published in Materials Horizons, a journal of
the Royal Society of Chemistry.

-%ﬁuﬁwénmwawﬁw@?rg@,
S TS QIETSET 3% HIALEET I gienT ¢

Team Contribution / S/ &T JTET:

e Led by Debapratim Das (lIT-G) and supported by
researchers from the Bose Institute.

o Siccd qaVAIHA M (IT-Sf) o foham 3R &
TEATT o MU F FgAer fear|
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Revolutionizing Cancer Treatment / $haT
3TAR A HIfd:
e Expected to be revolutionary for breast cancer therapy.

e Tdd HOT & IUIR & ToIU HITdehRT AT ST I@T
gl

Future Prospects / HfasT &Y AT

e Demonstrates how scientific innovation can address
pressing medical needs.

o iG@rar § & dafae Faar &8 Rfecar &
T STl I T Y FohT &




Govt. report reveals
stark infrastructure
gap in Indian schools

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Of the over 14.71 lakh
schools in India, up to 1.52
lakh schools have no func-
tional electricity, accord-
ing to the latest data re-
leased by the Unified
District Information Sys-
tem for Education
(UDISE+) maintained by
the Ministry of Education.
Of the 14.71 lakh schools,
10.17 lakh schools are go-
vernment-run, of which
9.12 lakh schools have

functional electricity,
while 1.52 lakh schools do
not.

Apart from the govern-
ment-run schools, there
are 4.54 lakh schools that
are  government-aided,
private and unaided, and
others, of which 4.07 lakh
have functional electricity.

Of the total schools,
14.47 lakh schools have
drinking water facilities,
but in only 14.11 lakh
schools is the drinking wa-
ter facility functional.

Of the 10.17 lakh govern-
ment schools, functional
drinking water facility is
available in 9.78 lakh
schools. Of the 4.46 lakh

67,000 schools operate without
functional toilets, of which a
majority are government-run.

government-aided, private
and other schools, 4.33
lakh have functional drink-
ing water.

With regard to toilets, of
the 14.71 lakh schools,
14.50 lakh schools have toi-
let facilities, but only 14.04
lakh toilets are functional.

The report says 67,000
schools operate without
functional toilets, of which
a majority (46,000) are go-
vernment schools.

The condition is much
worse when it comes to
providing disabled-friend-
ly facilities. Of the 10.17
lakh government schools,
only 3.37 lakh schools have
disabled-friendly toilets.



* Total Schools / el Fher: 14.71 lakh schools in India as per UDISE+
data by the Mmlstry of Education.

» TRIGTT HAATIT SdRT UDISE+ 3CT & HTAR AR px el 14.71
<IEC {-choil

 Government Schools / ISR 1—33_(*[:1 0.17 lakh schools are
government-run.

* 10.17 MY Thel TIPRT caRT HaTTeld |
* Of these, 9.12 lakh have functional electricity; 1.52 lakh lack it.

+ 37 A 9.12 @ Thell H faaTell §; 1.52 or@ & g
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Drinking Water Facilities / fie & 9Tl &Y {I_,ﬁ'ﬁ-'lTﬁ"

Availability / 39eledT:

e Total schools with drinking water: 14.47 lakh.
o« 4 & UGl 6T FIAUT dTel FHel Tohel: 14.47 TG

e Functional facilities: 14.11 lakh schools.

o HrARMTer Flaem: 14.11 9@ |

Government Schools:
e Functional drinking water available in 9.78 lakh schools out of
10.17 lakh.
¢ 10171 H ¥ 9.78 oW THoll H HIMA Nl & ATl
giaen|




Electricity and Toilets / fastelY 31X eitamer

Electricity:

e 4.54 |akh private, aided, and unaided schools; 4.07 lakh have functional
electricity.

e 454 S, TEIAT 9o 3R IR-FBRIAT UIed Tehel; 4.07 oG A
fSSTell 39cist|

Toilet Facilities / eI gﬁtnfr'

¢ Total toilets available: 14.50 lakh.

° Fol T : 14.50 o]
¢ Functional toilets: 14.04 lakh.

o A ATET: 14.04 G|

* 67,000 schools lack functional toilets; 46,000 of these are government
schools.

* 67,000 Tholl H HrARMer Ao g1 &; S & 46,000 TSR Fepel
gl




4. Disabled-Friendly Facilities / iEoZI‘IJI-H?ﬁvaI' {I’ﬁﬂTﬁ{

Only 3.37 lakh government schools have disabled-friendly toilets.

Shael 3.37 AT THRT Thell H fcTTIT-31eThel Mo £
9. Key Challenges / HE€H W

Lack of functional basic infrastructure in many schools.

$s Tholl H FiAAEr glawms $r |

Need for improvements in electricity, water, and sanitation facilities.

forstell, drely 3R Taeodr Glaumsit & GUR HT HTaeFehdT|







In 2024, global environmental efforts faced a series of setbacks as key UN climate
summits failed to deliver impactful resolutions.

2024 Climate Summits: Biodiversity (Colombia): Failed to finalize financing mechanisms
for sustainable land-use practices, falling short of the $700 billion annual goal.

Climate Change (Azerbaijan): Divisions over fossil fuel transition and inadequate
funding pledges for developing nations. Land Degradation (Saudi Arabia):

Lack of consensus on a legally binding drought protocol.

Plastic Pollution (South Korea): No agreement due to opposition from nations reliant
on plastic-based economies, favouring recycling over reduction.




Role of Youth in Environmental Pacts:

Youth-led Litigation: Cases like Held v. Montana in the U.S. and Ridhima Pandey’s
petition in India showcase youth challenging inadequate climate policies.

Advocating Human Rights: Emphasizing climate inaction as a violation of rights,
demanding systemic, science-based reforms.

Global Movements: Young activists highlight intergenerational equity, inspiring
governments and communities to prioritize sustainable policies.

Courtroom Success: Landmark rulings in Canada, the Netherlands, and Germany
highlight the potential of youth advocacy to shape policies




Reasons for Summit Failures:

Divergent Priorities: Developing nations demand greater financial and
technological support, while developed nations cite domestic constraints.

Economic Pressures: Global crises like inflation, geopolitical conflicts, and
post-pandemic recovery divert attention and resources.

Lack of Consensus: Disagreements on accountability frameworks and
operational mechanisms stalled progress.

Inequitable Commitments: Wealthier nations failed to meet financial and
emission reduction targets.




Fighter Jet Generations



e Unverified images of what is
being termed as a Chinese sixth-
generation fighter aircraft have

gone viral on social media.
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* About Generation in Fighter Jet: b A7

* The concept of “generations” in P e gy (e

fighter jets classifies them based on i\
technological advancements and i
the era of development. Each
generation reflects significant f

innovations in speed, stealth,
avionics, and weaponry, shaping the AR

future of aerial warfare. BRSO



Generations of Fighter Jets:

Generation Era Key Features Examples

Subsonic speeds, basic avionics, unguided weapons,

IstGen 1943-1955 . . Messerschmitt Me 262, MiG-15, Hawker Hunter.
straight or swept wings.
S i ds, afterb ,rad tems, and : : :

2nd Gen 1955-1970 UP(?YSOTHC sp?}e %8 'er' HieSgradansysicmsyan MiG-21,F-104 Starfighter, Sukhoi Su-9.
semi-active guided missiles.
Multi-rol iliti -visual-

3rdGen 1960-1970 Multi-role capabilities, beyond-visual range combat, MiG-23, F4 Phantom, Harrier.
integrated airframes, advanced radars.
Multi-role fighters, fly-by-wi trol syst heads-

4th Gen 1970-2000s WEro'e Igers, Ty-by-wire confrol systems, heacs F-16,5u-30, Dassault Rafale, Eurofighter Typhoon.
up displays, initial stealth features.
Stealth design,ad d avionics, network-centri .

5th Gen 2000 onwards = =5 a. TS av1o.mcs ne.wor SR F-22 Raptor, F-35 Lightning, Su-57, Chengdu J-20.
warfare, data fusion,supersonic sustained speeds.

6th Gen liiDevelonnient Hypersonic capabilities, Al integration, optionally Tempest (UK-Italy-Japan), NGAD (USA), Baidi

manned systems, directed-energy weapons. (China).



Nations with 5th Generation Fighters:

United States: F-22 Raptor, F-35 Lightning Il.

Russia: Sukhoi Su-57.
China: Chengdu J-20.

India (Developing): AMCA (Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft)







The India Meteorological Department (IMD), established in 1875, has played a critical
role in weather forecasting and climate services in India for nearly 150 years.

About India Meteorological Department (IMD):
What it is:

The IMD is India’s national weather service agency responsible for meteorological
observations, forecasting, and research.



Established in: 1875, following critical weather events like the 1864
Calcutta cyclone and monsoon failures in 1866 and 1871.

Headquarters: New Delhi, India.

Ministry: Under the Ministry of Earth Sciences.

History:

e Origins: Began with provincial observatories in the 18th century (e.g., Madras Observatory,
1793).

e Centralization: Unified meteorological services under a central authority in 1875.




Annual Ground Water
Quality Report, 2024 O
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* The Annual Ground Water Quality Report, 2024,
published by the Central Groundwater Board
(CGWB) under the Jal Shakti Ministry, highlights
significant concerns about groundwater quality in O
India.

* Groundwater Extraction: The report states that
the degree of groundwater extraction across
India is 60.4%.

« Safe Blocks: Approximately 73% of the analysed

blocks fall within the ‘safe’ category, indicating
adequate replenishment of groundwater
resources.



e Nitrate Pollution: There are 440 districts with excessive nitrates in
their groundwater as of 2023.

e Rajasthan (49%), Karnataka (48%), and Tamil Nadu (37%) reported the
highest levels of nitrate contamination.

* The report identifies uranium contamination, particularly
in Rajasthan and Punjab, where the highest numbers of samples
exceeded 100 ppb (parts per billion).



* Fluoride contamination is a major
concern in states such as
Rajasthan, Haryana, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana.
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e Reasons for groundwater contamination

* Excessive Use of Fertilizers: Over-reliance on nitrogen-based synthetic
fertilizers in agriculture leads to nitrate leaching into groundwater.

* Industrial Effluents: Discharge of untreated or inadequately treated
industrial waste introduces heavy metals and other toxic substances into
groundwater.

* Geological formations in some regions release naturally occurring
contaminants like arsenic, fluoride, and uranium into groundwater.

» Excessive extraction lowers water tables, concentrating naturally occurring
contaminants like arsenic, uranium, and fluoride.
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GROUND
WATER

SITUATION

Total no. of
assessment
units

2017: 6,881
2020: 6,965

Categorisation of

B Semi-critical
Critical

W Over-exploited

M Saline

2017 vs 2020

No. of % of
units total
Safe _1 l

2017 4310 62.6

2020 4,427 63.6
Semi-critical

2017 972 14.1

2020 B 1,057 15.2
Critical

2017 | 313 4.6

2020 | 270 3.9
Over-exploited

2017 [ 1,186 17.2

2020 |l 1,114 16
Saline

2017|100 L5

2020|97 1.3

*units: block/taluk/tehsil/mandal/firka; Source: Central Ground Water Board




 Which one of the following ancient towns is well known for
its elaborate system of water harvesting and management
by building a series of dams and channelizing water into
connected reservoirs? (2021)

* (a) Dholavira
(b) Kalibangan
(c) Rakhigarhi
(d) Ropar



« With reference to ‘Water Credit’, consider the following statements: (2021)

1. It puts microfinance tools to work in the water and sanitation sector.

2.t is a global initiative launched under the aegis of the World Health Organization and the World
Bank.

3. It aims to enable the poor people to meet their water needs without depending on subsidies.

« Which of the statements given above are correct?

* (@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Renewable Energy
Capacity in India

Hydro

Solar Power

90.76 OW 45.1%

Wind Power

| 47.36 GW 23.5%
Bio Power Small
EEETTIERy o Power
| 5.076W _ 2.5%

As of October 10, 2024



* Solar Energy: With over 300 sunny
days annually, the National Institute
of Solar Energy (NISE) estimates its
potential at 748 GW, assuming 3% of
wasteland is covered by Solar PV

modules

e . States like Rajasthan, Gujarat, and
Tamil Nadu lead in solar energy

development, with massive solar
parks contributing to the national .
grid.



* Wind Energy: India’s wind energy potential exceeds 300 GW,
primarily concentrated in Tamil

Nadu, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
and Karnataka.

* Emerging offshore wind projects in coastal areas, such as Gujarat and
Tamil Nadu, could significantly boost capacity.



* Geothermal Energy: India has
significant geothermal potential,
with notable sites
in Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh,
and Jharkhand, capable of
generating 10 GW.




World Malaria Report 2024



* The World Health Organization (WHO) highlighted India’s remarkable
progress in its World Malaria Report 2024. India significantly reduced
malaria cases and related deaths between 2017 and 2023, marking a
major milestone.

* India aims to achieve malaria-free status by 2030, with zero
indigenous cases by 2027.



* Malaria is a life-threatening vector-borne disease caused by the
Plasmodium parasites, transmitted through the bites of infected
female Anopheles mosquitoes.

* There are 5 Plasmodium parasite species that cause malaria in
humans and 2 of these species — P. falciparum and P. vivax — pose the
greatest threat



* Global Findings: Disease Burden:

* An estimated 263 million malaria cases occurred globally in
2023, an increase of 11 million cases from 2022.

« Malaria mortality stood at 597,000 deaths globally, showing a decline
compared to 622,000 deaths in 2020.



« Geographic Distribution:

 The WHO African Region carried 94% of global malaria cases and 95%
of malaria deaths in 2023.

* Five countries—Nigeria (26%), Democratic Republic of Congo (13%),
Uganda (5%), Ethiopia (4%), and Mozambique (4% )—accounted for nearly
52% of global malaria cases.

« Since 2015, nine countries, including Egypt in 2024, have been certified
malaria-free.



* Intervention Uptake:

* The rollout of two malaria vaccines, RTS,S and R21, has significantly
Increased vaccine coverage in endemic areas.

* India Specific Findings: Historical Transformation: At independence, India
faced 7.5 crore malaria cases annually with 800,000 deaths, posing a critical
public health challenge.

« Persistent efforts have cut cases by over 97%, reducing them to 2 million
annually, while deaths have plummeted to just 83 by 2023.



« Latest Achievements (2017-2024): From 2015 to 2023,
Malaria cases fell from 11,69,261 to 2,27,564, and deaths
dropped from 384 to 83, representing an 80% reduction.

« The Annual Blood Examination Rate increased from 9.58
(2015) to 11.62 (2023), ensuring early detection and
intervention.



Reduction in Disease Burden:
+ States in high-burden decreased from 10 to 2 (Mizoram & Tripura).
» QOdisha, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and Meghalaya transitioned to medium-burden.

 Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Madhya Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, and Dadra and
Nagar Haveli moved to low-burden.

« Ladakh, Lakshadweep, and Puducherry achieved Zero status, eligible for
subnational malaria elimination verification.
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 What is the estimated solar energy potential in India according to the
National Institute of Solar Energyg;\lISE)? ‘
TG HR Foll EATH (NISE) & 3[HR IR & HR 3ol
ITATIAT &THAT FT &7

* A. 500 GW
B. 648 GW
C. 748 GW
D. 850 GW




* Which two states are pioneers in India's offshore wind energy projects?

%ﬂma?qud ol IRASTATIN H ST T aF ToF 37Iofy
?
* A. Maharashtra and Odisha / AGRTSC X anfa

B. Gujarat and Tamil Nadu / TaI{0d IR aReaTs

C. Andhra Pradesh and KeraIéD/ 3T geQr IR ﬁﬂ'
D. Rajasthan and Karnataka / TSTEUTT 3R #dTes




 What is the primary cause of nitrate contamination in groundwater in
India? _ ‘ C .

ART H o H A5 HQWUT I AT FHROT FIT g7

e A. Overuse of fertilizers / 3aThT T 3T_€I'f§1'$ 3YANeT

B. Industrial effluents / ﬁwﬁw
C. Excessive groundwater extraction / STGI'GI' FT FcAH E’I%'FI'

D. All of the above / 390Fd HHI




* What is the significance of the World Malaria Report 2024 findings for
India”?

?@amﬁmﬁcn-&zom & fshY RT & T Fa1 #Agcd @A
?

* A. India achieved malaria-free certification / ARd J HARII- ?FI'H-T-I'
YHTOT TCd fehdT

B. Malaria cases reduced by 97% since independence / FIdAdT & dIC
HARAT & ATHA 97% dF FH gU

C. No indigenous cases since 2023 /2023 & §I¢ & &Ig Taqell ATHAT

C |

D. High-burden states remain unchanged / 3TI-AR dlat UAT A IS
gedTd gl




* Which two Plasmodium species pose the greatest threat to humans?

i A & CAGAITSIA Tl #AesAl & folv §e8 937 W}l

der e €72

* A. P. falciparum and P. vivax / @Y. ®Tedlata 3k 9. Qdew
B. P. malariae and P. ovale / @Y. #HaITRAT 3 &Y. g
C.P
D. P.

knowlesi and P. cynomolgi / 9. e 3T Y. dsAATesi
berghei and P. reichenowi / 9. S3fgT R AR GICH



* What was the Annual Blood Examination Rate (ABER) for malaria in

India in 2023? ’
%mﬁzozsﬁmﬁma:ﬁvmﬁmmmamsm)w
?

* A.9.58
B. 10.85
C. 11.62
D.12.45



 Which Indian states have achieved zero malaria status as of 20247

2024 ek Pl H ARAT Tl A AARAT T FeAfa gred &r §72

* A. Ladakh, Lakshadweep, and Puducherry / ?ldqId, GI'H'cTa‘:I'CI' IR

B. Goa, Kerala, and Maharashtra / aNdT, &hIal IR HGRTSC

C. Gujarat, Rajasthan, and Haryana / TSI{Id, ISTEATd 3ﬁT gRamom
D. Mizoram, Tripura, and Meghalaya/ﬁ'\fvﬂw ﬁ'CRT 3R Agrery




* Which UN climate summit failed to finalize financing mechanisms for
biodiversity conservation in 20247

2024 H v GIFd USE STeddrly QWX FAST H Si9 fafderdr
mm%%a%amwmaﬁaﬁﬁwaﬁﬁﬁwa‘é?

* A. Biodiversity Summit, Colombia / Stg fafaerar f@y II'F#GI'FI'

CaCIC R
B. Climate Change Summit, Azerbaijan / STeldTg gRadsr frEr

C. Land Degradatlon Summit, Saudi Arablalﬂﬁ' &ToT @y

HFAAA, 34! 3R
D. Plastic Pollution Summit, South Korea / TATIECh qqyor IEIECES

AT, 80T HIRAT



 Which Indian state leads in wind energy capacity?

qdel 3ol &THdT H &ied 9T ARG T 37aofr §2

* A. Gujarat / ITolTd
B. Tamil Nadu /

C. Maharashtra /H'G'IT["%
D. Andhra Pradesh / 31TeT 9eer




* What percentage of groundwater blocks in India are categorized as
safe?

AR H §aTel scliehl &1 fohdlal Tfaera TRiaTdT Aol & 31rar 87

* A. 60%
B. 65%
C.73%
D. 80%




Word of the day
Fad:

an interest followed with exaggerated zeal

Synonyms: craze, cult, furor, rage

Usa g€. To me, fashion is about being
comfortable, not the latest craze or fad.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/fadpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /fed/




Fun Fact



Ad d | ng Yo |t Mada keS e Truth: Adding salt actually raises the

boiling point slightly, meaning water takes

water bOl | fa ster. longer to boil when salt is added.
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