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Top 10 MCQ from today’s
session



* Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Ashtalakshmi
Mahotsav, 2024 in New Delhi. What is the primary focus of this festival?
UYITHAT A5 HIdl 75 fell H rpaedt Helead, 2024 $1 3gUICH
DI ¥ Helcdd bl H JgkY H] %’?

* A. Promote northeastern cuisine / qﬁﬁw & o] Bl WT%T'IT

B. Showcase northeastern culture and economy / Eﬁﬁﬂ' DI Wﬁf 3R

SrdaraeyT ot ughRia He
C. Encourage global trade partnerships /a'f%ﬁ? 21K '\‘:I@ET\& &l

MATfed BRI 3
D. Develop infrastructure projects in the Northeast / EIEIIT'R glﬁulél
&= uiRaiorTaef o7 fasbr S




* Odisha has the highest prevalence of sickle cell disease in India. What
percentage of the state's population are carriers of the disease?

nfsam

URd H RIepa AT &

fc

5%
6.5%
7.69%
8%

[ gag i

SdHT TR SH9ET 39 SHR]

* A.
B.
C.
D.

& dIgd &7

dRYCINE

HESE

o1




* Over 4.8 lakh road accidents occurred in India in 2023, resulting in
1.72 lakh fatalities. What was the major_cause of these accidents?
2023 § HRd T 4.8 AR GSH gUe-TY g3, (o4 1.72 ARG Hid
§$I R guc-ﬂ\’:ﬁ P HB pRUT T YT?

* A. Drunk driving / T2 | ST I
B. Overspeeding / CNRIGE:] CIEE IR

C. Faulty vehicles / Ea'EI'lIUfEITg"'[
D. Poor road infrastructure / WRTd &SP PI W el




 The National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Mission screened over
4.75 crore individuals. When was this mission launched?
T THITYT S fRE & d8d 4.75 HRie 9
& Afaqdl B SIid B Tz | Jg U= od = fobar mar 17

* A. 2021
B. 2022
C. 2023
D. 2024




* The International Pathogen Surveillance Network (IPSN) aims to build
capacity in genomic analysis. Which countries benefit most from this

network?

AR e FRTL Aeas (1 PSN

%‘IHIU

&

&Y Xdd

HERERCE R

+ A. Developed countries / f[A®@RIa 3T
B. Low- and middle-income countries /ﬁ'ﬁ 3R He9H 3T d1d a'QT
C. G20 nations /\_rﬁZO

D. ASEAN members /

JeH

Wﬁaﬁwﬁaﬂm

oY 3

3—[‘6I(‘I




 Recent studies show alcohol-related deaths have doubled in the U.S.
Which disease_is directly linked to alcohol consumption?

P A 9 fob_arAfen] H *RTY ¥ Yefd Hid
IS ] Ha1q 9 9o

* A. Heart disease / g
B. Liver disease / AP d

C. Pancreatitis /

SATIAINY
D. All of the above / SWRITd IHt



* The PM Internship Scheme (PMIS) will offer how many internships
during its pilot phase?

W!ﬂ?ﬁn (PMIS) & UTITIC =ROT H il SR
UG Dl SITEI?
+ A. 100,000

B. 125,000

C. 150,000
D. 200,000
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Logjam ends, Parliament to debate Constitution

At meeting called by Speaker, the ruling party agrees to allow certain topics to be raised, but does not accede to any discussion on Adani indictment; Congress decides not to

cause any disruption over the Adani issue, but announces protest outside Parliament complex for today; it says the agreement on debate is a ‘climbdown’ by the government

Sreeparna Chakrab
NEW DELHI

end the logjam that

had plagued the func-
tioning of Parliament for
over a week, the govern-
ment and the Opposition
reached a consensus on
holding a discussion on the
Constitution in both Hous-
es

ln a breakthrough to

The Lok Sabha will hold
the discussion on Decem-
ber 13 and 14 and the Rajya
Sabha on December 16 and
17.

The ruling side agreed
to allow certain issues such
as the Bangladesh situation
and the violence in Samb-
hal to be raised during Ze-
ro Hour, but did not accede

to any discussion on the
Adani indictment.

The main Opposition
party, the Congress, decid-
ed not to disrupt Parlia-
ment over the Adani issue,
but it will hold a protest
outside the Makar Dwar of
the Parliament complex at
10.30 a.m. on Tuesday.

Before the protest, at a
meeting of INDIA bloc
leaders, the Congress
would ask other parties al-
s0 to join the demonstra-
tion, sources said.

The breakthrough came
at a meeting of floor lead-
ers of all parties called by
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la, where the government
conceded to the demand
for holding a discussion on
the Constitution. Congress

Major breakthrough: Floor leaders of various parties at a meeting

at the chamber of the Speaker in Parliament on Monday. ANI

president Mallikarjun
Kharge and Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
had made the demand in
separate letters to Rajya
Sabha Chairperson Jag-
deep Dhankhar and Mr.

Birla,
week.

“The Lok Sabha Speak-
er met with floor leaders of
all the parties. Everybody
expressed their frustration
on Parliament not func-

respectively, last

tioning. Everybody was of
the view that it was not ap-
propriate to waste people’s
money. The Opposition al-
so put forward their de-
mand, there was a propo-
sal in Business Advisory
Committee to have discus-
sion on the Constitution,
the government has agreed
to it,” Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
told presspersons.

However, the govern-
ment refused to accede to
a discussion on Adani in-
dictment, arguing the de-
velopments had taken
place in a foreign country,
the sources said.

Congress sources, ho-
wever, maintained that the
decision to agree to a de-
bate on the Constitution

was a “climbdown” by the
government.

At the meeting with Mr.
Birla, the sources said, it
was agreed that Samajwadi
Party would be allowed to
raise the Sambhal issue,
Trinamool Congress the
situation in Bangladesh
and DMK the devastation
caused by Cyclone Fengal
in the Lok Sabha during
Zero Hour on Tuesday.

Functioning to resume

Mr. Rijiju also mentioned
the first Bill of the Session
would be passed on Tues-
day. The functioning of
both Houses had been pa-
ralysed since the beginning
of the Winter Session on
November 25. The Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha had

functioned for just 67 and
93 minutes, respectively.

The development on
Monday comes amid in-
creasing isolation of the
Congress over the stalling
of Parliament over the Ada-
ni issue. Some Opposition
parties felt that by stalling
Parliament, the Opposition
was falling into the trap of
the government and would
not be able to raise issues
that concern people.

The Trinamool had not-
ably been uncomfortable
in allowing Parliament to
be disrupted like this and
had not been attending IN-
DIA  bloc meetings
recently.

BOTH HOUSES STALLED
» PAGE 5



Question Hour

Government Business / Legislative Business

i

Lunch
l
12 pm
11am - L. T
1pm
1 Zero Hour
Keep the Govl. in
Check / Represent
People l

Represent people

|

Zpm 4 pm Lok Sabha till 6 pm
3pm 5 pm
[ !
Rajya Sabha till S pm

Make Laws [/ Pass Budget



* Breakthrough in Parliamentary Logjam

* The government and Opposition reached a consensus to resume
Parliamentary functioning by agreeing to hold discussions on the
Constitution.

+ RBR 3R [due A TidyT] IR =l HA o {o1T Ggafd s+
ST TCRIY I JHIW |




 Scheduled Discussions

 The Lok Sabha will discuss the Constitution on December 13 and 14,
while the Rajya Sabha will take it up on December 16 and 17.

. ABIUTH 13 3R 14 fedeR o) Hiay™ RURSEIES
TR 38 16 3R 17 2T 1 ot e

L)




Issues Raised in Zero Hour

Topics such as the situation in
Bangladesh and violence in
Sambhal will be raised during
Zero Hour.

SIRY SifaR H aivarew o fyfa
3R Ty § g4 o ggl i
ST S|




e Opposition’s Protest

* Congress decided not to disrupt Parliament over the Adani issue but will
hold a protest outside the Parliament complex

+ B 7 3SH! G, IR Y H S141 STei o1 {01 g7 ferm difcb Tig
gRER & STER UG- B |

e Government’s Stand on Adani Issue

* The government refused to discuss the Adani indictment, arguing that the
developments occurred in a foreign country.

« WHR A S HAHA R Fdl B J AHR B [T, I8 dob gd gu fb
ge-TIsh Y Ueh faqRil <=1 g3l




1.Functioning of Both Houses

1. Both the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
had stalled since November 25,
functioning for just 67 and 93
minutes, respectively.

2. @WW@TWW%W@
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Deals for 26 Rafale-M jets, 3 Scorpene
submarines to be signed: Navy chief
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Deals for 26 Rafale-M jets, 3 Scorpene
submarines to be signed: Navy chief

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Navy chief Admiral Dinesh
Tripathi on Monday ack-
nowledged that the coun-
try’s second nuclear ballis-
tic missile submarine, INS
Arighaat, successfully fired
a Submarine Launched
Ballistic Missile (SLBM) a
few days back. In another
important remark on the
country’s strategic nuclear
programme, he said the
first of the two nuclear at-
tack submarines (SSN) to
be indigenously designed
and manufactured is ex-
pected to be ready by
2036-37.

Two multi-billion dollar
deals under negotiation
with France to procure 26
Rafale-M fighter jets and
three additional Scorpene-
class conventional subma-
rines are in advanced stag-
es and could be signed
next month, the Navy chief

-

India is in negotiation with France over a multi-billion dollar deal to
procure 26 Rafale-M fighter jets soon. K. MURALI KUMAR

said in response to a ques-
tion at the annual press
conference ahead of Navy
Day.

“It is just matter of com-
pleting the formalities of
the acquisition process
and we expect that if not
this month, next month
hopefully, this [Scorpéne
submarines] and Rafale-M
deals should be signed.”

On the deal for 26 Ra-

p—

a1

fale-M jets, he said it was
“one level short of taking it
to the CCS [Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security]” for
clearance, which will be
followed by contract-sign-
ing. “It is a government-to-
government deal and
hence I expect it to happen
fast,” he said.

The deal for three Scor-
pene submarines is a re-
peat order to Mazagon

A

Dock Shipbuilders Ltd.
(MDL), which is building
them in partnership with
Naval Group of France. Of
the six submarines from
the earlier contract, five
have been inducted and
the last one is expected to
be commissioned later this
month.

On the nuclear ballistic
missile submarines (SSBN),
Admiral Tripathi said the
first one, INS Arihant, had
done a number of deter-
rence patrols.

The second, INS Arigh-
aat, which was commis-
sioned recently, is under-
going ftrials, including
missile test, he said.

“We did carry out test of
missile... Launch was suc-
cessful. Concerned agen-
cies are examining as to
what trajectory the missile
took,” he said on the recent
K4 SLBM test with a range
of 3,500 km from INS
Arighaat.

. |




Fighter Jets

USA (F-15 Eagle)

India (Mirage 2000)

China (Chengdu J-10)

Russia (MiG-25 Foxbat)

France (Rafale)

Comparison of Maximum Speeds of Fighter Jets
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* Rafale-M Fighter Jets and Scorpene Submarines

* India is negotiating a deal with France for 26 Rafale-M fighter jets and
three additional Scorpene-class conventional submarines.
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 Status of Submarine Projects

* Of the six Scorpene submarines from an earlier contract, five have been inducted,
and the sixth is expected to be commissioned this month.

. UBd & 3SY Pl Qaa—‘r’cfﬁru;?m A U &l W fRar T g, 8k
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* Nuclear Ballistic Missile Submarines

* INS Arighaat, the second nuclear ballistic missile submarine, successfully fired a
Submarine Launched Ballistic Missile (SLBM) recently.

. ABTALY 3fRHE TRATY dfeies fHaRd T, A E|
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 Future Nuclear Attack Submarines

e The first of two nuclear attack submarines (SSN) being indigenously designed and
manufactured is expected to be ready by 2036-37.
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* Acquisition Process

* The deal for Rafale-M jets is pending clearance from the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) and is expected to be finalized soon.
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* Submarine Testing and
Development

* INS Arighaat recently conducted a
successful test of the K4 SLBM
missile with a range of 3,500 km.
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INS Arighat

Nuclear-capable /A ARIHANT-CLASS SPECIFICATIONS
submarine-launched | Length 110 metres
| missiles :
| Kad {15 covelopient) Displacement 6,000 tonnes
7Y K-
! i< Range: 3,500km g“"” 95
I\ K-15 Saqarika urface speed 15 knots (28km/h)
.| Range: 7950km '5 Submerged speed 24 knots (44km/h)

Si3< 533mm

.. = indigenously-designed and built J l | torpedo

Propulsion TVertical launch tubes

80MW nuclear pressurised Can carry 12 K-15

water reactor drives (three per tube) or four

steam turbine K-4 missiles
INDIA’S SUBMARINE FLEET Diesel-electric submarines (SSK): 14
Nuclear-powered ballistic missile Kalvari-class (2) il sl
i (sl T S S T
INS Arihant INS Aflghat SindhughOSh'ClaSS (8)
Nuclear attack submarine (SSN): 1 sonliey el ol il

el conliv el ol

Jeumglimme /NS Chakra
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Navy to hold operational exercise in Jan.

The Hindu Bureau
VISAKHAPATNAM

An “operational demon-
stration” by the Indian Na-
vy will be organised by the
Eastern Naval Command
(ENC) on January 4, 2025,
at R.K. Beach here instead
of the annual Navy Day de-
monstration on December
4, Flag Officer Command-
ing-in-Chief Eastern Naval
Command Vice-Admiral
Rajesh Pendharkar has
said here on Monday.
Addressing a press con-
ference, Vice-Admiral
Pendharkar said that in
line with the Union govern-
ment’s policy of organising
celebrations in different ci-
ties and historical loca-

Rajesh Pendharkar

tions, this year’s Navy Day
2024 celebrations will be
organised by the ENC in
Odisha on December 4.
This year’s Navy Day ex-
ercise by ships, subma-
rines and aircraft of ENC
would be organised at Gol-
den Beach in Puri, Odisha.
The President of India will
be the chief guest. All ar-
rangements have been

made too, he added.
“However, it is not to say
that the people of Vizag
will miss this annual activi-
ty. For residents of Visak-
hapatnam, we plan to or-
ganise an operational
demo at R.K. Beach on Ja-
nuary 4, 2025. Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu
is scheduled to be the chief
guest on the occasion. In
addition, other events
planned in Visakhapatnam
as part of the Navy Week
celebrations such as band
concert, visit of naval ships
by children, interaction
with veterans and the
much-awaited Navy Ma-
rathon will be held on
Beach Road on December

15,” he said.
) |

Speaking on the ENC’s
progress over the last one
year and development ac-
tivities, he said in the past
year, three ships of the
ENC were deployed in the
Arabian Sea to augment ov-
erall naval efforts. INS Su-
mitra and INS Sumedha,
along with Marine Com-
mandos, played a stellar
role in securing the release
of 59 personnel from hi-
jacked vessels, and appre-
hension of 20 Somali pi-
rates.

INS Shivalik was in-
volved in real-time combat
situations, wherein the
ship provided Anti-Missile
Defence cover to merchant
vessels being attacked by
Houthi rebels.

@
e e



* Operational Exercise in January 2025

* The Indian Navy will conduct an
operational demonstration on January 4,
2025, at R.K. Beach in Visakhapatnam.

* This replaces the traditional annual Navy
Day demonstration on December 4.

* Navy Day 2024 Celebrations
* The Navy Day 2024 celebrations will take

place at Golden Beach in Puri, Odisha.
 The President of India will be the chief
guest.



* Special Guest for January Event

e Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu will be the chief guest for the
operational demonstration in Visakhapatnam.

* Additional Events in Visakhapatnam

e Other activities during Navy Week include:
* Band concerts.
* Naval ship visits for children.
* Interaction with veterans.
* The Navy Marathon on December 15 along Beach Road.



e Eastern Naval Command (ENC) Contributions

e Over the last year, ENC deployed three ships—INS Sumitra, INS
Sumedha, and INS Shivalik—in the Arabian Sea for:
e Securing the release of 59 personnel from hijacked vessels.
e Capturing 20 Somali pirates.

 Combat operations providing anti-missile defense to merchant ships attacked
by Houthi rebels.



Founded

Country

Type
Role

Size

Part of
Headquarters

Motto(s)

Colours

March

Anniversaries

26 January 1950; 74 years ago
(as current service)

5 September 1612; 412 years
ago (as East India Company's
Marine)\ 112l

=== |ndia

Navy

Naval warfare, force projection,
sealift, nuclear deterrence

64,000 active personnel'®!
50,000 reserve personnel“!
(250 including auxiliaries)
Approx. 300 aircraft

W1 Indian Armed Forces
Integrated Defence
Headquarters, Ministry of
Defence, New Delhi

Sham No Varunah (1SO)

auspicious onto us'
Navy blue, gold and white

|

Quick: Jai Bharati
(Victory to India)
Slow: Anand Lok
(Realm of Joy)

Navy Day: 4 December



Operational fleet

as of January 2024 E
2 Aircraft carriers

1 Amphibious transport dock
6 Landing Ship Tanks

8 Landing Craft Utility

13 Destroyers

15 Frigates

20 Corvettes

3 Nuclear submarines

17 Diesel Submarines

15 Offshore Patrol Vessels
115 Patrol vessels

5 Replenishment Oilers
Other auxiliary vessels

Major wars and operations [hide]
Portuguese-Indian War
Indo-Pakistani War of 1965
Operation Trident

1971 insurgency in Ceylon
Operation Python

Indo-Pakistani Naval War of 1971
Indo-Pakistani War of 1971
Operation Lal Dora

Operation Cactus

Operation Flowers are Blooming
Kargil War (Operation Talwar)
Anti-piracy operations in Somalia




Aircraft flown

Fighter Mikoyan MiG-29K, Dassault
Rafale-M
Helicopter Dhruv, Ka-28, Ka-31, Sea King

Mk.42C, UH-3 Sea King, Chetak,
Sikorsky MH-60R

Utility helicopter  Dhruv

Patrol Boeing P-8 Poseidon, Dornier
228, Britten-Norman BN-2

Reconnaissance |Al Heron, IAl Searcher Mk I,
General Atomics MQ-9B
SeaGuardian

Trainer BAE Hawk, HAL HJT-16, Pipistrel
Virus, MiG-29KUB
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Workers must unite against the
policies of MNCs, governments,
says veteran trade union leader
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Oxford study lauds
PRAGATI system for
fast-tracking projects

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

A study by Oxford Univer-
sity’s Said Business School
has lauded Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's PRAGATI
infrastructure monitoring
system for accelerating
340 projects worth $205
billion across the country
and bringing about eco-
nomic transformation.

The study titled “From
Gridlock to Growth: How
Leadership Enables India’s
PRAGATI Ecosystem to
Power Progress” was auth-
ored by Soumitra Dutta,
dean at the SBS, and co-
authored by associate fel-
low Mukul Pandya. It was
presented at a symposium
hosted by the Indian Insti-
tute of Management, Ban-
galore, on Monday.

The study looked at fac-
tors including close moni-
toring of infrastructure
projects and their comple-
tion since 2015 through the
PRAGATI system, an acro-
nym for Pro-Active Gover-
nance and Timely Imple-
mentation of projects.

“The platform symbolis-
es India's commitment to
overcoming bureaucratic
inertia and fostering a
Team India mindset and
culture of accountability
and efficiency,” says the re-
port.  “PRAGATI  has
brought together diverse
stakeholders from Central

The report says that
PRAGATI system
symbolises India’s
commitment to
overcoming
bureaucratic inertia

and State governments on-
to a single platform and
this collaborative approach
has been instrumental in
addressing some of the
complex challenges in in-
frastructure development,
from land acquisition to in-
ter-ministerial coordina-
tion," the report says.

The report adds that the
economic impact of PRA-
GATI is evident. According
to studies by the Reserve
Bank of India and the Na-
tional Institute of Public Fi-
nance and Policy, for every
rupee spent on infrastruc-
ture, India sees a gain of
¥2.5 10 3.5 in GDP. “By
fast-tracking projects that
provide services like roads,
railways, water, and elec-
tricity, PRAGATI has im-
proved the quality of life
for millions of Indians. It
has incorporated sustaina-
bility into its core opera-
tions, facilitated faster en-
vironmental  clearances
and promoted the use of
green technologies. This
holistic approach ensures
that India’s development is
both inclusive and sustain-
able," the report says.



Recognition by Oxford Study
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Why in News?
* Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently, chaired the meeting of 41st edition of PRAGATI
(Pro-Active Governance And Timely Implementation), the ICT based multi-modal
platform , involving Centre and State governments.

Who designed it?
* The system has been designed in-house
by the PMO team with the help of
National Informatics Center (NIC).

Key Highlights:

e |t was launched in 2015 by the Prime
Minister’s office (PMO).

e The PRAGATI platform uniquely bundles
three latest technologies:

1.Digital data management,

2.Video-conferencing and

3.Geo-spatial technology.

e It is a three-tier system (PMO, Union
Government Secretaries and Chief
Secretaries of the States).

e The Prime Minister will hold a monthly
programme where he will interact with
the Government of India Secretaries,
and Chief Secretaries through video-
conferencing enabled by data and geo-
informatics visuals.

PRAGATI

Pro-active Governance And Timely Implementatior

Benefits:

e |t is aimed at addressing common man’s

grievances and simultaneously
monitoring and reviewing important
programmes and projects of the
Government of India as well as projects
flagged by State Governments.

It is a robust system for bringing e-
transparency and e-accountability with
real- time presence and exchange among
the key stakeholders.

It promotes cooperative federalism as it
brings on one platform the Secretaries of
Government of India and the Chief
Secretaries of the States.
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‘Brain rot’ named
Oxford Word of
the Year 2024

London: Many of us have felt it,
and now it's official: “brain rot”
is the Oxford dictionaries' word
of the year. Oxford University
Press said on Monday the evoca-
tive phrase “gained new promi-
nence in 2024”, with its fre-
quency of use increasing 230 per
cent from the year before.
Itdefines brainrot as “the sup-
posed deterioration of a person’s
mental or intellectual state, espe-
cially viewed as the result of over-
consumption of material (partic-
ularly online content) considered
to be trivial or unchallenging”.
The word of the year is in-
tended to be “a word or expres-
sion thatreflects adefining theme
from the past 12 months”. “Brain
rot” was chosen by a combination
of public vote and language analy-
sis by Oxford lexicographers. AP



IMD: Second warmest
November since 1901

POST-MONSOON RAINFALL OVER INDIA
Region Rainfall Rainfall
departure departure
%(Nov) % (Oct-Nov)

Northwest India -79.9 -77.2

East & Northeast India -67 18

Central India -874 =215

South peninsula India -379 -6.5

AllIndia -545 -15

Source : IMD
. way to be the warmest ever.
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE According to the IMD, the av-
BENGALURU, DECEMBER 2 erage maximum temperature
recorded over the country in

INDIA EXPERIENCED thesecond  November was 29,37 °C — 0.62
warmest Novemberin 123 years,  degreesabove normal. The aver-
the India Meteorological age minimum temperature,too,
Department(IMD)said Monday.  was high last, with a deviation of
Awarming trend has continued 1,05 degrees above the normal
over India since the post-mon-  mark of 15.86°C.

soon season in October and
could contribute to making 2024
the warmest year ever on record,
globally.

At the recently concluded
COP-29 in Baku, the World
Meteorological Organization
(WMO) said that the January-
September 2024 global mean
surface air temperature was 1.54
degree Celsius (°C) above the
pre-industrial average. The
global body also warned that the
2015-2024 decade was on its

India's warmest November
was in 2016, when the average
maximum temperature was
29.75°C.

Meteorologists attributed the
above-normal temperatures
over India to two factors: the lack
of strong western disturbances
affecting the plains of northwest
India and the lack of cyclonic dis-
turbances (low pressure systems
or likewise) — in the absence of
which the rainfall activity re-
mained at its lowest.



Now, book an Uber Shikara in Dal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 2

RIDE-HAILING MULTINATIONAL
company Uber on Monday
launched its first water transport
service in Kashmir, bringing the
option to book shikaras through
its mobile app.

Uber Shikara will allow
tourists in Srinagar the option to
pre-book their boat rides on the
Dal Lake through their app. “The
limited-period product will help
tourists pre-book their shikara
rides through the Uber app in
advance so that they areall setto
enjoy the scenic beauty of Dal
Lake in Srinagar during the up-
coming busy holiday season,”
the company said in a statement.

J&K Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha congratulated all
stakeholders of the tourism sec-
tor of J&K on the launch of Uber
Shikara. Commending Uber for
their futuristic vision, he said the
Uber Shikara in Srinagar is “a tes-
tament to creative ways technol-

-

Shikaras after Uber launched its first water transport service
at Dal Lake in Srinagar, Monday. Reuters

ogy can enhance our cultural
heritage.”

Prabhjeet Singh, president,
Uber India and South Asia said,
“We are always looking to make
mobility magical and effortless.
Uber Shikara is our humble at-
tempt to blend technology and
tradition to give a seamless ex-
perience to travellers.”

As part of the initiative, Uber
has stated that the entire cost of
the ride will be compensated to

the Shikara drivers, without
Uber taking a cut, creating addi-
tional economic opportunities
for the grassroots tourism work-
ersinJ&K. Each Uber Shikararide
can be booked for a period of 1
hour, up to four passengers. Uber
Shikara rides can be booked 12
hours prior and up to 15 days in
advance, the company said.

The shikaras will be available
at predetermined government
rates at the Dal Lake.



Madhya Pradesh gets its eighth
tiger reserve in Ratapani

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL,DECEMBER 2

THE RATAPANI Wildlife
Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh
was on Monday declared a tiger
reserve following in-principle
approval from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change through the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority.

Officials said this will bring
significant benefits. “Local com-
munities will see economic op-
portunities grow with the pro-
motion of ecotourism, which is
expected to generate employ-
ment and improve livelihoods,”
said an official.

Officials said the tiger reserve
designation enables the state to
receive funding from the NTCA,
which will "ensure better man-
agement and conservation ef-
forts for wildlife”.

“Eco-development programs
are also set to provide further
support to the region’s inhabi-
tants,” said an official.

The notification delineates the
core and buffer areas, making this
the eighth tiger reserve in the
state. The core area spans 763.8
square kilometers, while the
buffer area covers 507.6 square
kilometers, making the total area
of the Ratapani Tiger Reserve
1,271.4 square kilometers.

Sitting in the lap of the
Vindhya hills, the sanctuary en-

compasses a World Heritage Site
—the Bhimbetka Rock Shelters -
and many historical and reli-
gious destinations. It is located
in the Raisen district with a sub-
stantial cover of teak forests and
is less than 50 kilometres away
from Bhopal.

The notification was issued
under Section 38V of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, acknowl-
edging the core area as a critical
tiger habitat. This will cover nine
revenue villages covering 26.947
square kilometers. "These vil-
lages have been integrated into
the buffer zone. This decision en-
sures that the rights of local vil-
lagers within the sanctuary’s
boundaries will remain unaf-
fected," said a wildlife officer.




* Declaration of Ratapani as Tiger Reserve

* The Ratapani Wildlife Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh has been
declared the eighth tiger reserve in the state.

* Approval was granted by the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change through the National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA).



* Significance of the Tiger Reserve

 Officials emphasized that this status will enhance wildlife
management and conservation efforts.

* The notification was issued under Section 38V of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, acknowledging the core area as critical tiger
habitat.



* Impact on Local Communities

* Eco-tourism initiatives are expected to generate employment and improve
livelihoods for local communities.

* Eco-development programs will also support the inhabitants of the region.
e Geographical Details

* The reserve encompasses a core area of 763.8 sq km and a buffer area of
507.6 sq km, making a total area of 1,271.4 sq km.

* |t covers nine revenue villages spanning 26.947 sq km, which have been
integrated into the buffer zone.



* Location and Cultural Significance

 Situated in the Raisen district, it includes teak forests and is less than
50 km from Bhopal.

* The sanctuary houses the Bhimbetka Rock Shelters, a World Heritage
Site, along with many historical and religious destinations.

* Villager Rights and Buffer Zone Management

* Authorities have ensured that the rights of local villagers within the
sanctuary’s boundaries will remain intact, promoting coexistence
between conservation efforts and community development.
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Khwaja Moinuddin
Chishti and Sufism




« A Hindu Sena petition was admitted in an Ajmer court, claiming
a Shiva temple lies beneath the Ajmer Sharif dargah, and
calling for an archaeological survey.

* The dargah is the mausoleum of Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti, a
key figure in the spread of Sufism in the subcontinent.

* The shrine was built by Mughal Emperor Humayun in his
honor.



« Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti

« Early Life: He was born in 1141 CE in Persia (modern-day Iran)
and was orphaned at 14. He embarked on a spiritual journey
after meeting Ibrahim Qandozi, a mystic.

* Moin-ud-din, believed to be a descendant of Muhammad.



Spiritual Training: Moinuddin studied various subjects in
Bukhara and Samarkand before being initiated into the
Chishti order by Khwaja Usman Harooni near Herat.

Arrival in Ajmer: in 1192 CE, Moinuddin arrived in Ajmer,
during the decline of the Chauhan dynasty following its
defeat by Muhammad of Ghor.

e He chose to stay and help the suffering population.


https://www.nextias.com/blog/sufi-movement/

Title “Garib Nawaz”: Moinuddin earned the title “Garib
Nawaz” (friend of the poor) for his selfless service,
including building a refuge and langarkhana (community
kitchen) for the homeless and needy.

Contributions and Teachings : Moinuddin interacted
with Hindu mystics and sages, sharing common values of
devotion and rejecting religious orthodoxy, focusing on
equality and divine love.



Mughal Patronage: Emperor Akbar revered Moinuddin,
made pilgrimages to his shrine, and helped beautify Ajmer,
contributing to the city’s revival.

Legacy: Moinuddin’s teachings of love, compassion, and
inclusivity continue to resonate in India’s religiously diverse
landscape, bridging cultural gaps between communities.




India re-elected to U.N.
Peacebuilding Commission



* India has secured its re-election to the United Nations
Peacebuilding Commission (PBC) for the 2025-2026 term,
reaffirming its commitment to global peace initiatives.

 About UN Peacebuilding Commission

« Established in 2005, the UNPBC Is an intergovernmental
advisory body that supports peace efforts in conflict-affected
countries.

* |t brings together key stakeholders, including UN agencies,
regional organizations, and civil society, to develop
comprehensive strategies for post-conflict recovery and
peacebuilding.



 India’s Contributions to UN Peacekeeping

 India Is one of the largest contributors of troops to UN
peacekeeping missions, with thousands of Indian peacekeepers
deployed in various conflict zones.

* India Is a significant financial contributor to the UN
peacekeeping budget.

* India actively engages in diplomatic efforts to promote peace
and stability, particularly in its regional neighborhood.
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* The E-Daakhil portal, launched nationwide by the Department of
Consumer Affairs, is now operational in all states and union
territories, with its latest launch in Ladakh in November 2024.

 About: The E-Daakhil portal was launched on 7th September 2020 by
the National Consumer Dispute Redressal Commission under the
Consumer Protection Act 2019, amid the COVID-19 pandemic.



* Features:

* It provides an inexpensive, speedy, and hassle-free mechanism for filing
consumer complaints online.

* It lets consumers file complaints, pay fees, and track cases from home.
Registration is simple via OTP on mobile phones or email addresses.



Usage and Impact:

e Over 281,024 users have registered on the portal, with 198,725 cases filed and
38,453 resolved, addressing issues like faulty product compensation and financial

grievances.

Integration with E-Daakhil: The government is also developing e-

Jagriti, a platform to enhance case filing and resolution, aiming to
transform consumer justice in India.
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* The PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan aims to reduce the cost of
logistics in Indla What is the target percentage by 20307
gieH Tfd 2fed ?r%u ARCY WIH HT 36T HRd H dlIRe
AN &1 HH HRAT & | 2030 dP m&quﬁm?rw%?

*A.10%
B.15%
C.12%
D. 8%



* India’s Global Terrorism Index (GTI) 2024 rank has improved. What is

India's cugrent rank?
YR & %%amw (GTI) 2024 3% H YR g3 5

(&

YR I TAH 3P

- A. 11th / 119}
B. 13th / 13d]
C. 14th / 149}
D. 16th / 1641




 The Bhimbetka Rock Shelters, located within
the Ratapani Tiger Reserve, are significant for
what reason?

* A. World Heritage Site / ﬁ’d’ d
B. Rich in flora and fauna / 3R

Silg-sigai I

C. Historical and cultural landmarks /

SfagTRI® SR Tivpidd ®Id |
D. All of the above / U THt .



* India has been re-elected to the UN Peacebuilding Commission (PBC)
for the term 2025-26. When was the PBC established?
YR Pl 202% -26 I qcolﬂ P %III '\‘Ig?ﬁl QTgilTﬁl HoT S
(PBC) H Thx T <1 74T ¢ | ISl bl ITUAT & gs Ul?

* A. 2000
B. 2003
C. 2005
D. 2010




* The E-Daakhil portal simplifies consumer complaint filings in India.
When was it launched?

1L

Rd H SUHIET fRre

5T Gol ©

| S & d ol fhdT 7T Y17
. A. September 2020 / RIdaR 2020

B. January 2021 /

S ast 2021

C. November 2019 / dd¥X 2019
D. December 2020 / fdTaR 2020

5] ST ST




* The INS Arighaat, India's second nuclear ballistic missile submarine,
recently tested which missile?

D] TR IRATY SfaRes fFrgd
ggssl, - BTd g1 H i I} frgrsd &1 udteiur fear?
+ A. K4 SLBM with 3,500 km range / 3,500 fopHT YT aTell ka4
B. Agni-V / -4t
C. BrahMos /

D. Prithvi-ll / G-Il



* The Ratapani Wildlife Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh has been
declared a tiger reserve. What is its total area?

HAHIRUTY h[ Udh dT HHYRUY

HY

ST AT § | TUDT

] AT fo

* A. 763.8 sq. km / 763.8 9 fooHt

B.1,271.4sq. km /1,271.4
C. 507.6 sq. km / 507.6
D. 900 sq. km / 900

a1 27



The Ratapani Wildlife Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh has been declared the eighth tiger reserve in
the state. Under which section of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, was this notification issued?

7Y U & YAT a-asild IHARUY &1 Iy 6T ATSdT a19 JHIRTY Nifd foar g | a8
SHFRTTT a=Tiid (TREF0N) AHfHTH, 1972 i b YRT & dgd SRl &1 715 A2

A. Section 35 / YIRT 35
B. Section 36A / YT 36A
C. Section 38V / YIRT 38V
D. Section 39 / SIRT 39



* The E-Daakhil portal simplifies consumer complaint filings in India. Under
which act was this portal launched? N
%—ﬁﬁtﬁ‘éﬁ YR H IUHIT RGBT Gol B Pl G ST 5| TS
fa fAafTH & dgd di= foedr T 412

* A. Consumer Protection Act, 2015 / SUYIFIT '\‘:I'\"&I'UT Gl'f\‘ilﬁ'q'l:[, 2015
B. Consumer Protection Act, 2019 / SUHTHIT TR \"rl'f\'ilﬁ'q'l:[, 2019
C. Consumer Grievance Redressal Act, 2020 / 3U

, 2020 .
D. National Consumer Protection Act, 2022 / ?Tg:rq SUYHTFIT I &IUT
, 2022




* India is negotiating a deal with France for 26 Rafale-M fighter jets and

three additional submarines. Which class do these submarines belong
to?

YR 1Y & 1Y 26 “UH A% [dAH] 3R i Sffafvad
UGt & forg B @ |’3rur|§|®dq|1= IO T B2

 A. Kalvari-Class /W’\ﬁ gof}
B. Scorpene-Class / WTCH:[ gof}

C. Arihant-Class /

D. Akula-Class / P cdl- Q'Uﬁ




Word of the day

Victuals:

a stock or supply of foods; a source of materials
to nourish the body; any substance that can be
used as food

Synonymes: aliment, nourishment,
nutrition, sustenance, provisions

Usage: | cooked up some victuals for them.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/victualspro

International Phonetic
Alphabeti/'VItalz/




* Myth: You can catch a cold by
being out in cold weather.
Burst: Cold weather itself doesn’t
make you sick. Colds are caused by

viruses, which spread more easily

in crowded, indoor environments
where people huddle together
during winter.



Thank you
guys.




