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Exploitation of Domestic Workers



* The Supreme Court (SC) of India has raised concerns over the
exploitation and abuse of domestic workers in India due to the
absence of a protective legal framework. It has directed the Centre to

form an inter-ministerial expert committee to assess the need for a
protective law.



About: According to the ILO
Domestic workers are those
workers who perform work in or
for a private household or
households.

They provide direct and indirect
care services, and as such are key
members of the care economy

Status of Domestic Workers in
India: Women make up the
majority of domestic workers in
India, with 26 lakh of the 39 lakh
workers being female, according
to 2019 government estimates.

12.6 million minors are employed
as domestic workers (86% are
girls, and 25% are under 14 years
old).



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-care-economy

What are the concerns of Domestic Workers India?

Sexual Harassment
Exploitation by Agencies




« What Laws Govern Domestic
Work in India?

* No Dedicated Central O
Law: Domestic workers are

excluded from mainstream labor
laws as "workman" and

n n ° L T

workplace" definitions do not

cover household work, often
seen as "unproductive” women's
labor.



Multiple attempts were made to
pass a Central law to protect
domestic workers, including

the Domestic Workers (Conditions

of Employment) Bill of 1959 and
the Domestic Workers (Regulation
of Work and Social Security) Bill of

2017.

)

Policy aimed to regulate agencies
and ensure workers' rights,

benefits. However, none of these
proposed laws were enacted.

The 2019 National Domestic Worker

including wages, social security, and

/




» State Laws: Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and Kerala have
implemented laws to protect domestic workers.

* These states have established specialized bodies to oversee social
security benefits, maternity care, education assistance, medical
reimbursements, and minimum wages.



* Global Protections: In 2011,
India voted in favor of ILO
Convention 189, which aims
to improve domestic workers'
conditions by
recognizing domestic work as
legitimate work ensuring
domestic workers enjoy the
same rights as
others. However, India has yet
to ratify the convention.
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10 TN. fishermen
arrested by Sri
Lankan Navy

RAMANATHAPURAM
The Sri Lankan Navy arrested
10 fishermen from Tamil Nadu
and seized their trawler while
they were fishing in the Palk

them to judicial custody thl
February 17. » PAGE 3

NEW DELH
Anew study has revealed that
2 section of the eastern
Himalayas in Annachal
Pradesh lost 110 glacers in 32
yomes. The study by s quartat
of researchers alsc found that
these glaciers covering an area
peared

during the study period from
1968 10 2020. » PAGE &

on Monday that no steps will
be taken by them to reduce
forest land unless land is.
provided by them for
atforestation, The top court

Forest {Consenvation] Act,
1980. » PAGE

Amid global meltdown, rupee
breaches 87 against the dollar

n ru;
Ministry offic

NEW DELHI

he Indian rupee
T e aimon

0.6% or 49 paise to
breach the 87 mark against
the U.S. dollar on Monday,
amid a meltdown for most
emerging

crossed the 86 mark vis-a-
vis the dollar on January
10, closed at 87.11 after slip-
ping close to §7.3 during

the day.
op Finance Ministry

ing “exchange rate policy™

to push trade and the key is
to manage volatility, not to
attain a specified level for
the currency.

‘Dollar Index is high
“What Is happening over
the last couple of months is
that the dollar i appreciat-

even with the developed
countries. Today, the Dol-
lar Index has picked up
again and is above 109,

se on first day of trading after Tru

Testing new lows

{in INRI between November 2024 and February 2025.
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become comperitive,” he
noted. “However, India has

Afay Set told The ‘Hindu.

had risen over
% mrougn the day, to
109.7.

“As per our policy that

ing, that means our im-

never used nge rate
policies to promote ex-
ports. That is not our poli-
<cy. That's not a sustainable
way to keep growing so we
believe ngthening
our export competitive-
ness 1l h better quali-
ty” Mr. Seth emphasised,
adding that only

envisage ways to handle

the uncertainty that any
ve by the U.S. to raise

tanfts vl trigger

“Each country takes a
decision which it assesses
to be in their best interest
as a sovereign entity, just
as we decide what we feel
is the best interest of India

deal with that uncertain-
7" the Secretary said.
“What happens in the

s tariffs on Canada. Mexico. and China: Finance
I hints Centre is unfazed by the currency’s trajectory. terms it a global uncertainty that has to be dealt with

rest of the world whether
the global growth rate is X
or ¥ — that is n 1o us,
we have to deal with it that
and in spite of that factor,
we o do what we
have to do. If there’s this

government’s fo-

Trump pauses tariffs
on Mexico; no change
for Canada and China

WASHINGTON

day after a conversation
with U.S. President Donald

White

“Mexico will reinforce
the northern border with
10,000 members of the Na-

cus, he said, is on making | from Mexico to the United
india more self-reliant by States, in particular fenta-

nyl” Ms. post-
vantages where it ot | o om e The Duised

have them. “This is a
nuanced approach and we
should be clear about it.
Second, we should not
create cost disadvantages
through the tariff policy or

to clean up those areas,” he
pointed out.
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States commits to work to

weapons  to

11\03 ‘Mexican President
d that the tw

o coun-
tries would continue talks
rade and

China are still slated to go

\

Donald Tramp.

into effect on Tuesday. Un-

Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau and would “be speak-
ing to him again .~ aodx Ca-
nada and Mexico had plans
o levy thefr own e
response U.S. actions,
but Mexlcn is holding off
for the moment.
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Campaigning for Delhi Assembly election ends

atvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

Campalgning for the Delhi
Assembly election ended
at 6 p.m. on Monday. Over
1.5 crore voters in 70 con-
stituencies will seal the fate

nia in Yamuna river™.
The BIP, making anoth-
er push to come back to
power after 28 years,
rally blitz in the capical.
Prime Minister Narendra
two rallies
rallies af-

The mz.nguhr
between the Aam

Party, the BJP and the Con-
gress saw many rallies and
campaigns by senior lead-
ers, trying to convince vo-

BIP running to the Election
Commission on alleged vo-
ter deletson in various con-
stituencies, and comments
ade by AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal related to “ammo-
<@

promises In the past two
terms.

The AAP, trying to re-
tain power for a fourth

of 24X7 water, continuing
to improve education and

ealthcare. The party
warned voters that If the
BIP comes to power, &t will
roll back the welfare

AR cheers: Delhi CM Atizhi and AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal during a

roadishew in New Del

s such as free elec-
tricity and water — a narra-
tive that the BJP has repeat-
edly tried to dismiss, with
even Mr. frequently
g it won't happen.

The Congress campaign
was spearheaded by Lead-
er of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
MP Priyanka Gandhi Va-
dra, and Leader of the Op-

hi on Monday. SUSHI KUMAR VERMA

position in the Rajya Sabha

the AP for not keeping
their promi
e (_ongre_ss said it
would bring back the pace
development seen in
sheila Dikshit's regime.
The Congress is trying to
make a comeback after be-
ing reduced to zero seats in

Delhi for a decade. The BJP

allies JD(U) and the LIP.
Meanwhile, several parties
from the the INDIA bloc
lent their support to the
AAP  inste: of the
Congress.

While the BJP held near-
Iy 200 rallies over the past
few days with Chief Minis-
ters of several
States chipping in,
AAP's campaign re
around Mr. Kejriwal ad-
dressi
three rallies a day for e
past fortmight. The AAP
leader, while accepting
that there was work yet to
be done, asked for a third
term, pitching employ-
ment, and saving the mid-
dle class.
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SC to wait for CFSL report
on alleged Biren audio

NEW DELHI

a report from the Central
Forensic sclence umam
£y (CFSL) on the veracit

Sl recordings alleggdly
“establishing _complicity”
of Manipur Chief Minister
N. Biren Singh in the echnic
wolimaa il e s bk,
led to many deal

A Bench o(chiefhsnce
sanjlv Khanna and Justice

sent the content handed
over to it by the petitioner,
Kuki Organisation for Hu-
man Trust, to the CFSL.
Mr. Mehta said the govern-

(now
X5 1o share the original
recording.

“Please _examine all
this;” Chief Justice Khanna
said. Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for
the petitioner, submitzed
that Trus

s
dunoes thine 11 fa ks (M-
Singh’s] . We had sent
s v Laba.s

Mr. Mehta sought to dis-
miza dhe submission by Mr.

Bhushan,
Labs was a private mgm»

Justice Kh.

case ought
be referred to the Manipur
High Coure
Justice Kumar, at the be-

ginning of lhe court ses-
sion, announced in open
Court that Chief Minister
Singh

nipur High Court ull his ap-
pointment to the top
court. The judge said he
was ready to recuse If the
parties wanted him to do

“There is no issue what-
soever... Not one bit;” Mr.
Bhushan responded.

K the pot 3

Mr. Mehta submitted the

court must be mindful that

the petitioner may have

“some ideological _bag-
.. separatist, etc”.

“Reports submitted by
the Supreme Court-ap-
pointed committee had
sald the civil soclety organ-
isations w.med to keep the
potbolling:” d

e petition has sought
the court to order a court-
monitored investigation by
the Special Investigation

“complicity’ of Chief
Minister Biren Singh in the ethnic violence in Manipur. s

into leaked audio

The NGO, also repre-
sented by advocate Cheryl
D'Souza, alleged the “Chief
Minister of Manipur was in-

large-scale murder, des-

1n 2023, violence broke

h between the majority
Meitel communi
u Thereafter, in

TRUTH LABS REPORT
»PAGES
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Amid global meltdown, rupee
breaches 87 against the dollar

Indian rupee slumps 49 paise on first day of trading after Trump imposes tariffs on Canada, Mexico, and China; Finance

Ministry official hints Centre is unfazed by the currency’s trajectory, terms it a global uncertainty that has to be dealt with

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

he Indian rupee
| I |slumped almost
0.6% or 49 paise to

breach the 87 mark against
the U.S. dollar on Monday,
amid a meltdown for most
emerging market curren-
cies and stock markets
across Asia and Europe on
the first day of trading after
President Donald Trump
imposed higher tariffs on
Canada, Mexico and China.
The rupee, which had
crossed the 86 mark vis-a-
vis the dollar on January
10, closed at 87.11 after slip-
ping close to 87.3 during
the day.

A top Finance Ministry
official signalled the go-
vernment was unfazed by
the currency’s trajectory,
terming it a global uncer-
tainty that has to be dealt
with and stressing that In-
dia does not believe in us-
ing “exchange rate policy”

to push trade and the key is
to manage volatility, not to
attain a specified level for
the currency.

‘Dollar Index is high’
“What is happening over
the last couple of months is
that the dollar is appreciat-
ing. The Dollar Index is
pretty high, and against all
currencies... it is not just
the emerging markets, but
even with the developed
countries. Today, the Dol-
lar Index has picked up
again and is above 109,”
Economic Affairs Secretary
Ajay Seth told The Hindu.
The index had risen over
1% through the day, to
109.7.

“As per our policy that
we know the Reserve Bank
of India follows, is to take
care of the volatility at any
level of dollar. At any level,
if the dollar is appreciat-
ing, that means our im-
ports become a little cos-
tlier, but our exports

Testing new lows

The chart shows the value of the rupee against the U.S. dollar
(in INR) between November 2024 and February 2025.
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become competitive,” he
noted. “However, India has
never used exchange rate
policies to promote ex-
ports. That is not our poli-
cy. That’s not a sustainable
way to keep growing so we
believe in strengthening
our export competitive-
ness through better quali-
ty,” Mr. Seth emphasised,
adding that India can only
envisage ways to handle
the uncertainty that any
move by the U.S. to raise
tariffs will trigger.

“Each country takes a
decision which it assesses
to be in their best interest
as a sovereign entity, just
as we decide what we feel
is the best interest of India
and Indian people. In sove-
reign  decision-making,
there is nothing wrong, be-
cause this is the assess-
ment of that particular
country. The only things in
our hand is — how do we
deal with that uncertain-
ty?” the Secretary said.

“What happens in the

rest of the world whether
the global growth rate is X
or Y — that is given to us,
we have to deal with it that
and in spite of that factor,
we have to do what we
have to do. If there’s this
headwind, it means we
must have a more powerful
engine to move forward.
That is what we try to do,”
Mr. Seth explained.

The government’s fo-
cus, he said, is on making
India more self-reliant by
developing competitive ad-
vantages where it doesn’t
have them. “This is a
nuanced approach and we
should be clear about it.
Second, we should not
create cost disadvantages
through the tariff policy or
through our regulations,
and clean up those areas.
So this Budget again tries
to clean up those areas,” he
pointed out.

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 8



The Indian rupee slumped 0.6% or 49 paise to breach the 87 mark against the

U.S. dollar on Monday.

o AR FIAT WHIR FI FARST SO & AFE 87 F T I Asd §C 0.6% AT 49
4 @A I

The fall came amid a meltdown in emerging market currencies and stock
markets across Asia and Europe.

» 97 fIRmEE TR R PWT # A § TOR A3 HR FEE TORT A AR &
i S|

The rupee, which had crossed the 86 mark in January, closed at 87.11 after

slipping close to 87.3 during the day.

o FTTaY H 86 HT TAX YR Flal aIdT 9T, &T & SR 87.3 d& fRar & a1 87.11
waiagsm



UF YHE HROT ANF Tsgufar SKres S0 &1 Famsr, dAfFas AR @i @ I | 3=
¢RE e &1 Aok a9




* This led to a global market reaction, causinigS a sell-off in emerging

market assets.3HH dfRaF IGRT H gs 3 A
Irdegararst Fr wufedt # faard g wET

* Finance Ministry officials termed it a global uncertainty that must
be managed rather than a cause for alarm.fad #AET F
HFINAT & 3@ v IRTF FARFTar aar=r, ¥ yea
faT SITetT T1fe @, of f&F gt &1 SFROT



Economic Perspective & Government Stance | e+ Tieewor 36T
IR hl 9

Economic Affairs Secretary Ajay Seth stated that India does not use
exchange rates to promote exports.

fdsw AT & gRT 39T 96 o Fer F 9RaT [T se= & Qv
AT R F1 39AT & Far




“We do not control the rupee value artificially; rather, we focus

on export competitiveness.”

« "§H IUY F Hed M FAA W 4 T 76 wa; afes g fAata
yfarayt W eae g s &

The Dollar Index, which measures the strength of the U.S. dollar

against global currencies, rose above 109.7.

» STe} 33979, o1 dRTF Fawt & Awae ARG sler & arwa A
AYAT 8, 109.7 ¥ FUT AT 31T



* Future Outlook & Policy Response | wfasy Y FATEAT IR AfQera gfafwrar

* The government aims to make India more self-reliant and strengthen its global trade
position.
« WFR ART H JAWF AR g0 3R dARTF =R & sadr ufa
AT Fot 1 AT a1 @ ¢

» Efforts are being made to mitigate currency volatility through better regulations and
policy frameworks.

+ AT H IEWAT F FA T F A g frgwa 3R Afaera e &
Areaw ¥ 99 e o @ T

 India will focus on reducing trade disadvantages through strategic tariff policies.

- 3T WEfaw PNE Afaat F Aregsr @ saaie Jwas 77 F 9@ |
eIl higd HII|



* Conclusion | fsy

. x The rupee's depreciation to 87 against the dollar is a result of
global economic factors, including U.S. trade policies.

+ STo_& AT T9F @1 PR1ae IRgw s Fra!, e
T F 3ARNST AT AR Afaat w1 aRom
’ The Indian government is focusing on improving export
competitiveness rather than controlling the currency artificially.



» IR ISR AGT FI A T AIBT F& & 97 41T
gfaeTe’ F FaURar 9 e & W@ R

x Policy measures are being implemented to manage global
uncertainties and strengthen India's economic stability.

- 3fge IARTIaET H 9fhaT s 3w AIRaT i =
T & A9dg Fa F Qv Aifcaera 3« e e @

4



Trump pauses tarifts

on Mexico; no change
for Canada and China

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum said on Mon-
day after a conversation
with U.S. President Donald
Trump that the planned ta-
riffs are on hold for a
month, a statement con-
firmed by the White
House.

“Mexico will reinforce
the northern border with
10,000 members of the Na-
tional Guard immediately,
to stop drug trafficking
from Mexico to the United
States, in particular fenta-
nyl,” Ms. Sheinbaum post-
ed on X. “The United
States commits to work to
stop the trafficking of high
powered weapons to
Mexico.”

The Mexican President
added that the two coun-
tries would continue talks
on security and trade and
that “the tariffs are put on
pause for a month from
now.” The pause added to
the drama as Mr. Trump’s
tariffs against Canada and
China are still slated to go

\7

Donald Trump

into effect on Tuesday. Un-
certainty remains about
the durability of any deals
and whether the tariffs are
a harbinger of a broader
trade war as Mr. Trump
has promised more import
taxes to come. Mr. Trump
posted on social media
that he spoke on Monday
morning with Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau and would “be speak-
ing to him again.” Both Ca-
nada and Mexico had plans
to levy their own tariffs in
response to U.S. actions,
but Mexico is holding off
for the moment.

‘CHINA WILL BE LAUGHING’
» PAGE 14



* Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum stated on Monday that U.S.
President Donald Trump has put planned tariffs on hold for a

month.mﬁmmfﬂmmﬁmﬁ
Fel o AN Aseqfa Seres <0 o FAST INE =
e & foT A% &ar ¢

* This was confirmed by the White House.cgT8¢ 139 o 5§ IGE
% gfse |



* U.S.-Mexico Agreement | 3IANFT-AFaRT ga=ilarn

* Mexico will reinforce its northern border with 10,000 National Guard troops to stop
drug trafficking, particularly fentanyl, into the United States.

- AfFFd! vt A AT &7 A 10,000 AAAST M JAfAST F dATT FEW
%ﬁ:aﬁﬁwﬁmmﬁmﬁﬁm,ﬁﬂqm#m,aﬁmm
|

* In return, the U.S. has committed to working on halting the trafficking of high-powered
weapons to Mexico.

. SUF o, JANFT o AfFgsr & afFaure gRAART f TN 1 A &
HEIAT FIA &7 JIeT fHar B



Impact on Trade & Tariffs | SIIY 3T INE 9T gyHET

President Sheinbaum added that the two nations would continue talks on
security and trade.

« Isgqf RAaar A Fer fF At daf & T geaT IR AR F A AT T @A

Tariffs on Mexico are paused for a month, but those on Canada and China will go

into effect as planned.

« AfFTH W NE v A & AU Tafg FT a9 =1 §, Afha Faer 3t 9 W
S RE @y gl



Political Uncertainty & Future Trade War | {Tstelifae 3rfafdadadr 3 garfaa =R 'gﬁfil'

There is uncertainty about the durability of this agreement and whether this is a sign of a
broader trade war.

ww@#ﬁmﬁwmﬁaﬂm{é%sﬁtwwmaﬁm
Fhd T T 2l

Trump has promised more import taxes, adding further trade tensions.

. g’qﬁsﬁtmﬁmmwmaﬂmﬁm&mmmwm
|

Trump also held discussions with Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who has vowed to
respond with retaliatory tariffs.

+ TY o FART & TUHAAAT Afeed 3T T Mt aradid 1, Pegla agar # NE o=
T 91T FEY T



* Conclusion | s

. ﬁ The U.S. has temporarily paused tariffs on Mexico in exchange for security
commitments.

w;}mmqﬁaaﬂmaﬁa;mﬁﬁﬁmﬁwmmma%rqﬁw
|

ﬁ However, trade tensions with Canada and China remain, with tariffs going into
effect as planned.

ggl_ﬁ? HATST IR AT & AT AURS dd19 IR § 3R 398 W} e
clogacl

& Future trade relations remain uncertain as Trump hints at further tariffs.

W#Wmaﬁﬁaﬁaﬁw%mmmsﬁ?mmnﬁw
Thra S W &
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Maharashtra makes
Marathi compulsory
in all official dealings

raUMBAL

To promote the use of the

making it compulsory for

Union government offices
also will be in Marathi.

B proposals, all

e e,  com-

. messages in

ments, orders,

all government offices s|

be In Marathi and all pre-
sentations and websites at

all officials of government,  office level shall be in Ma-
semigovernment, local  rathi. According to the tri-
self government, govern  lingual formula of the Cen-
ment andgo-  tral will be

ded offices in v to ave motice
the State to speak in  boards, name boards of of-

Even keyboards in all
the offices will have to
mandatorily have Marathi
Devanagari alphabet, apart
from Roman alphabet. Er-
rant officials will face disci-

“In all government, se-
mi-government offices, lo-
cal  self bo-

ficers, application forms in
Marathi in all offices of the
Central government in the
State as well as in all banks
etc.” the order stated. It
will be mandatory to issue
advertisements of all go-
wvernment-sanctioned ac-
tivities in Marachi language
only.

Main
dies, government  The Marathi Language Pol-
icy was by the
aided offices, it shall be Maharashira Cabines last
compulsory &0 comumunk.  year. The policy had re-
e with visitors {except commended the use of Ma-

forelgners and  nonMa.
rathi persons from outside
the State] in Marathi lan-
guage. Also, it will be man-

datory to put up beards in
front of the offices regard-
ing the use of Marathi lan-

The communication in

rathi in all public affairs to
further the steps taken for
the preservation, conser-
vation, promotion. dissem-

of Marathi Language.
The main objective of
the said is to esta-

and employment in the
next 25 years.

JMM passes resolution
against CAA, NRC, UCC

resolution was

s 46th foundation

celebrations which among

o
other things called for implementation of the Chota Nagpur and Santhal Pargana Tenancy Acts

PATNA

he fharkhand Muk-
Morcha UMM)

pamed a resolution
relecting the Citizenship
Amendment e
Unitarm Civil Cada (OO,
and the r
of Citizens (NRC) during its
46th foundation day cele-

Hemant

for the strict implementa-
tion o Chota Nagpur
Tenancy Act and the San-
thal Pargana Tenancy Act.
The resolutions include
demand for the establish-
ment of a mini secretariat
in the sub-capital of Dum-

ka to start the Chief Minis-
ter's camp e e syste-
matic  and

manner.

A resolution was passed
that all the non-teaching
Staff of Sido Kanhu Murmu

by pa
workers on JMM's 46th foundation day, in Durmia on Mondsy. N1

University (SKMU) should
be'given the benafit of the

of Jharkhand. The govern-

seventh pay scale. is worried about the cap-
demanded to give Lenu'al of the country,” Mr.
University to the Soren said. He also raised
SKMU and to establish an  questions on the Income
in up to U2

Dumka. 1akh. ar. Soren asked
Addressing the large benefit the poor people of

gathering, Mr. Soren ac-
cused the Union govern-
ment of neglecting Jhark-

Jharkhand will get from the

“In the Budget it was
said that toy manufactur-

because such
companies belong to
and Ambani.” he said,
e that 20%

and work in tea gardens
but they do not have tribal
status. He appealed to tri-

the

ren reminded that
movem

Cenre will continue.

of jharkhand
1s atand of agitation and
struggle. i Shibu So-
ren first started [agitation]
against the money lending

ton to get our dues
continue,” Ms. Soren said.

She accused the Union
government of hatching a

onspiracy to send Mr. So-
ren to jail.

Basant Soren, Dumka
MLA, said If the Centre
does not agree to pay the
dues, the Jharkhand go-
will not les even

has nothing for the people

H
of the wibal people of
Jharkhand Hve in Assam

a single plece of mineral go
out of the State.

93% probability that
voice in leaked tapes
is of Manipur CM: lab

NEW DELI

Even as the Supreme Court
vaits a forensic

lysed for commonly ut-

tered wor

ebeds “mvere found to b o1
with high

the audio tapes purported
to implicate Manipur Chief
Minister N. Biren Singh for
his alleged role in the
State’s ethnic conflict by a

l\llnismr.

The
Trunth Labs said i b Anal
op that ory,

showed that the “voice of

be one and the same with
high probability~.

The report said that re-
peated critical listening
had “indicated the similari-
ty of voices™, adding that
“intonation patterns of
about

distribution partern ana-

Under the acoustic
of the audio, the ]xbaralmy
said, “No abrupt chan;

n the background notse,
context, tone consistency
of

waveform  and cro-
gram of the audio signals in
the recordings".

A Manipur ‘

there is “no need o com-
ment” on these findings
“as it has nothing to do

The report noted that
the original audio tapes,
purported to be that of Mr.

cording in order to.
glish subtitles™.

Manipur Congress apprises
Governor of Biren’s ‘threat’
against no-trust motion

GuwasaTl
The Manipur unit of the
gongress on Monday al-
leged thar Chlef M
Nongthoml m
Singhd nueaxenedme MLAs

Beass Adsemitity

a s F

Okram Bobs Singh led the

Himalayas in Arunachal Pradesh
lost 110 glaciers in 32 years: study

GUWAHA'

A new study has revealed

members given by the - | that a section of the east-
" he ern Himalayas in

Mr [bobi S chal Pradesh loet NO gla-
the requestedthe | ciers in 32

Govzrn the The study by a quartet

particu- | of also found

larly the Chief Minister. that these glaclers covering

goes | an area of 309.85 sq.
wrong during the Assemb. | disappeared at a recreat

Iy session, it will be the sole
responsibilicy of the State
the

led1 by former Chief Minis-
bobi Singh

Later, the Congress
leaders told ‘that
the

re was an event or-
ised by the BIP at its
Fead offce an Imphal) on
January . Durl
meeting, Chief prier- S
Biren Singh mentioned

Ajay Kumar Bratia in Imphal

that any MLA who moves a
no-confidence motion will
not be able to stay in the

chased

singh, the Manipur Con-
gress  Legislature Party
lead,

He said Mr. Biren Singh's
ement did not behove

a leader. Moving a no-trust

former

Dot to move a non-confi-
dence motion.

“The Assembly session is
scheduled to begin on Fe-
bruary 10

Ten Kuki MLAs, who
have stayed away from Im-
phal since the ethnic con-
Rict broke out in May 2023,
are unlikely to attend it. Se-
ven of them are from the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

rate of 16.94 sq. km during
the study period from 1988
to 2020. The retreat ex-
posed

glacial Lokt otbaret Baods
(GLOFS).

Glacial retreat, a key in-
dicator of global climate
change, process by
which glaciers melt faster

killed at least 55 people
and destroyed a 1,200-me-
gawatt hydropower project

a4 Pt
Climate crisis: The castern Himatayan region is warming at a rate

on the Teesta River.
Authored by Vimha
Ritse, Amenuo Susan Kul-
nu, and Latonglila Jamir of
Nagaland University’s De-
f

surpassing the global average, the study says. 4%

The researchers used

o
tal Science, and Nabajst Ha-
the

Journal of Earth System
Sclence.

areas, from
Tawang to Lohic districes of
Aru Pradesh
through West
rung Kumey, Upper Slang,
and I.lpper Dnnng Valley
district also used
the Randolph Clacier T

ventory of Global Land lce
Measurements from Space

as a reference.

work-
ing out to a loss of a Hitdle
moce chan 4
Most of the £laciers stu-

died lie at an elevation of
4,500-4.800 metres above
mean sea level.

~The eastern Himalayan
region Is warming at a rate
surpassing the aver-
age with temperature in-

end of the century” the
study said

SCto hear on
Feb. 12 pleas
on CEC, EC
appointments

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
ed to hear on
ch:

missioners which gives the
Centre a dominant role.
Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for pe-
ttloner NGO Association
Democratic Reforms,
said though the case was
scheduled to be heard on

it, if at all.

cide the case on the same
day.

2 crore people take Amrit Snan on
Basant Panchami at Maha Kumbh

Press of India
MAHAKUMBEH NAGAR

The third Amrit Snan at the
Msha Xumbh proceeded
smoothly on Monday with
Lakhs of people taking a dip

ohas = stampede Lilled at
ast 30 people.

By 4 pm., an estimated
two crore devotees had ta-
ken the rlwual dip ar the
Sangam, nce of
the o Ve et
myshical Saraswatl; ac.
gording o figures shared
by tar  Pradesh

gowen\.mem
After the stampede that

Holy Bath: Devotees take 3 dip at Sangam during the third Amnt

Sman at the Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj on Monday.

Yogi Adityanath directing
officials to adope a “zero-

Unlike the Mauni Ama-
vasya dip, when crowd
pressure bullt up at the
many devotees
this time twok to other
yms instead of jostling for

the

- MAGARA S0P

amid heightened security
and crowd control mea-
sures in the Mela area, ac-

in Lucknow since 3.30

am., they said.

ac
Sxhibiting selfawarencss

[

Deputy
eral of Police (DIG), Maha

Kumbh, Vaibhav Krishn:

Saia thie tn light of the Ja-
nuary 29 stampede, addi-
tional force had been de-
ployed at pressure
points for crowd manage-

ent.
“Everything is running
= Mr. Krish-

since the beginning of the
on Jan
13, 34.97 crore visitors

n res 3
While Monday’s is the
last of the three Amrir

gest spiritual cor ngxeg,mnn

SC issues notice in plea challenging
Bihar PSC Chairman appointment

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Cowrt on

Bihar on a plea challenging
the appointment of State
Public Service Commission
Ravi M. Parmar.

A Bench of Justices P.S.

icus curiae in the petition
file advocate Brajesh
Singh to declare the ap-
pointment as “illegal and
void”.

“impliedly requires only a
person w

Legal battle: 8PSC Chairman Ravi Manubhai Parmar (right] is
facing 3 plea against his appowtment. #Ti

of Public Service
Commission™.
Mr. Singh alleged Mr.

tegriry should be appokn-
Chairman or Member

same is still pending adu,

tegrity & doubtful and the-
refore in such circumstanc-
es he ought not to have

been appointed Chairman

Public Service
(;ommhslnn. It cannot be
the case the State govern-
ment would not be aware

clied in Blhar:
The exchange led to the
appolntment of Ms. Shukla
as the amicus curie. The
court sald the case would
come up after two weeks.




Himalayas in Arunachal Pradesh
lost 110 glaciers in 32 years: study

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

A new study has revealed
that a section of the east-
ern Himalayas in Aruna-
chal Pradesh lost 110 gla-
ciers in 32 years.

The study by a quartet
of researchers also found
that these glaciers covering
an area of 309.85 sq. km
disappeared at a retreat
rate of 16.94 sq. km during
the study period from 1988
to 2020. The retreat ex-
posed bedrock and created
glacial lakes, threatening
glacial lake outburst floods
(GLOFs).

Glacial retreat, a key in-
dicator of global climate
change, is the process by
which glaciers melt faster
than new snow and ice can
accumulate. The eastern
Himalayas have been wit-
ness to a major GLOF — the
2023 Sikkim disaster that
killed at least 55 people
and destroyed a 1,200-me-
gawatt hydropower project

Climate crisis: The eastern Himalayan region is warming at a rate
surpassing the global average, the study says. AFP

on the Teesta River.

Authored by Vimha
Ritse, Amenuo Susan Kul-
nu, and Latonglila Jamir of
Nagaland University’s De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Science, and Nabajit Ha-
zarika of the
Guwahati-based  Cotton
University’s Department of
Environmental  Biology
and Wildlife Sciences, the
study was published in the
Journal of Earth System
Science.

The researchers used
remote sensing and geo-
graphic information sys-
tems to map glacier boun-
daries, even in
debris-covered areas, from
Tawang to Lohit districts of
Arunachal Pradesh
through West Kameng, Ku-
rung Kumey, Upper Siang,
and Upper Dibang Valley
districts. They also used
the Randolph Glacier In-
ventory of Global Land Ice
Measurements from Space

as areference.

They found that the
number of glaciers de-
creased from 756 to 646
during the 32-year-long
study period. The glacial
cover during this period
reduced by 309.85 sq. km
from 585.23 sq. km, work-
ing out to a loss of a little
more than 47%.

Most of the glaciers stu-
died lie at an elevation of
4,500-4,800 metres above
mean sea level.

“The eastern Himalayan
region is warming at a rate
surpassing the global aver-
age with temperature in-
crease reported between
0.1° and 0.8°C per decade,
which is notably higher
than the global increase of
approximately 0.74°C over
the last century. The
warming trend is expected
to continue, experiencing
a temperature rise of 5-6°C
and an increase in precipi-
tation of 20-30% by the
end of the century,” the
study said.




* A new study reveals that the eastern Himalayas in Arunachal
Pradesh lost 110 glaciers in 32 years.

+ U T LTS § Tl Il g o Fomae goer & qdt
AT & 32 auf & 110 AT oTsc § U]

* The study was conducted from 1988 to 2020 and found a significant
retreat of glaciers due to climate change.

zlgmwwssﬁzozoaa:ﬁmwaﬁtamqﬁaﬁa
¥ FROT TATNIMRT 7 AFcaqor HAT gof @ TS|



* The glaciers covered an area of 309.85 sq. km but shrank at a retreat
rate of 16.94 sq. km per year.

- TATAIRT A 309.85 T fFaAley AT & Fav foram o1, Afka
3 9fa ¥ 16.94 T el i1 X ¥ FNga | &

* The total number of glaciers declined from 756 to 646 in 32 years.

+ 3299 # TARRRY AT Tl HEAT 756 W GTHT 646 &1 TS|



This represents a 47% reduction in glacial cover.

e I TAAAT Fa¥ H 47% $T FR1ae F cefar &1

Glacial retreat is exposing bedrock and forming new glacial lakes, increasing the risk
of glacial lake outburst floods (GLOFs).

o TARRT & 1T gead F e 39PR @ W ¢ 3R a7 [/ se ao @ &, o
TR 3T AT 9E (GLOFs) FT @eRT §¢ T&T ¢

The study links this retreat to climate change and rising temperatures.

o LAY $H FHT FY T IRAAT AN ToQ AIAS F Sz ¥



* Impact of Climate Change | STeldTy qR@der T IHT

* The eastern Himalayas are warming at a rate faster than the global
average.

- qdt feATers dRa® 3ad & a9 T F 719 & W B

* The temperature increase is reported between 0.1°C and 0.8°C per
decade.

. AYAT A e 9fy guF 0.1°cH 0.8°cF AT & wE ¥



* By the end of the century, temperatures could rise by 5-6°C, with
precipitation increasing by 20;30%.¥I€f & 3d do, dI9ATT 5-6°C
d% 9¢ WHdT 8, AR a9 7 20-30% Fr Jgfer g AhaT &l

* The 2023 Sikkim disaster, which killed at least 55 people and
destroyed a hydropower project, is an example of GLOFs.

« 2023 &1 RATFFA 3Uer, [FAHA FH F FH 55 T AR AT
gﬁtwaﬂﬁag?rmmws’rﬂé GLOFs &T U 3GIgur
|



 Methodology of the Study | 3T¢Td«T T fafer

* The study was conducted by researchers from Nagaland University
and Cotton University, Guwahati.

. gmwﬁmﬁ?ﬁ?aﬁmaﬁ?mmﬁﬁﬁm
JREATET & MuFaIsn ganr v =l
* It used remote sensing and GIS to map glacier boundaries and
measure ice loss.

- TARRIT Y AT F1 AT FG AR 6 F JHAW H AGA F fAC
Rete a3 3iix SH3msvw aFalsd T 3TAT AT I4T



* The Randolph Glacier Inventory of Global Land Ice Measurements
was also used for reference.
- g F T Eew 7AW swdecd 3TF Talad oz 3T ASAT
&1 &Y 39T fhar r=m)
* 5. Future Risks & Concerns | #fasT & @aY 3k fRamw

e Glacial retreat increases the risk of natural disasters such as flash
floods and landslides.
- TR & aea @ 916 AR sFEae S grpfas 3maersit #
T 9 ST ¢l



Melting glaciers threaten water availability for millions of

people who depend on Himalayan rivers.

o Tged AR AT Ay W AR FAST e & v Fo 3uarstan
S @a¥ H 1T & ¢l

Urgent climate action is needed to slow down glacier loss and

mitigate environmental risks.

« AR & JHA F1 AT FI IR R @A F 7 7 F
foT dewrer STeAry FRATS A ATERIFAT B



« Conclusion | farsy

« @ The study highlights the severe impact of climate change on the Himalayas, urging
immediate action.

- IE NI fRATaT Y Searg IRacT & MR 99T F 39PR FT1 7 3’ dewr
HRETE AT AT FIAT ¢

© With glaciers disappearing at an alarming rate, India needs stronger climate policies and
disaster management strategies.

» TARRRY & Qsil ¥ AT A F FROT, HRA F ASGd STaarg sAifaar AR 3maer
Yo I0TQAT T HTaeTHdr ¢l

. Sustainable development, afforestation, and better water management are critical to

mitigating future risks.

« AT F @R F FH A F AT Idd FFE, Tellator T dgai ST g9
Hgcaqor &
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CHENAR

transition to cleaner forms of power
past decade. This is partly reflected in the
tary allocation to the Ministry of New and

l ndia has come a long way in i1s attempt to
the

its power ourput is from coal. Ex-
perts have pointed o the need for grid scale
battery storage technology te augment India's re-
newables output, as intermittent RE production
leads to the contimsed rellance on fossil-fsel
based power. With the reallsation thar seep
BCDS could be Inflationary and counte

thve to localising production, psl[lcularly in the
capial-intensive lithium-jon bartery rechnology
sector, the government has announced that it will
exemps L2 critical minerals and 35 capital goods
from BCDs. But reducing dependence on China
techno

areas. India must aim o play a bigger role.

over unrelated bilateral issues
resédent Donald Trump set the cat among

the pigeons globally when he introdoced

a slew of punishing tarifs on trade with
Canada, Mexico, and China, with even mose -
es promised for other wrading partners in the
montha ahead. Marikets in Japan, South Korea
across Asla were as fears peaked of the
fallout on supply chains For North America par-
ticularly in sectors such as automobiles, witich
have enjoyed the strong presence of forelgn in-
vestment for decades. Ower the weekend, mr.

WO X pr.
even as it said that it would rake “necessary c

While Ottawa and Mexico City
warned that retaliatory ariffs would be coming
soon, Mr. Trump's subsequent calls to Mexican
President Claudia Sheinbaum led to a one-month
pause before the tariffs kicked in, and the Whise
House appeared o strike o

of a reprieve for issues with Washi

e
relal.lallng to U.S. rarifls and dampening world
at a time | econcmic growth
Prospeces are precariots. The move alsc sknals
that it is mqﬂable for natkons to weapomnise ta-
riffs as a counter e against unrel inger
Country dispures. Few would deny Mr. Trump's
administragson the pren

I.lE'l"herdB

nomic pain in the LS. before the realisation
s St puriffy e Tand@ly » pensces to b
mmigracion and drug inflows.

cm

Some wind behind the sails of India’s shipping industry

government deserves credit for its
iR 16 Sevelop the martime
sector, largely neglected

in various stages of development.
“within Sagarmala. £2.91 lakh crore (over S095)
is for port mad s lakh

t206
crure imare than 35%) for port connectiviry;
S_E thousand crore (10%) for po
dnerialiation. e mmanmgs-aa dhstributed
coastal dev

infrastructure for coastal shipping (not ship
acquisition) and inkand water transport
economy has seen GOP rising from 1153
extilion. 112 SONEEY b 73 exillion n S00ES - am
increase of 43%, ETowing at a CAGR of 7%, despite
o years of COVID-19 relazed =
economy is projected to reach £3.7 trillion this
wear, §5 trillion by 2027, and $7 trillion by 2030,
During this period, India’s EXIM trads has also
Erown from $66 bdlion in 2006-17 1o $16 billlon
2022, a cumulative Increase of over 7% and an
anmaal growth rate of I283%. india ahms to boost
exports o 52 trillion by 2030, to strengrhen it
global trade positio

trments in the maritime sector, the ndian
shipping industry has remained st
o st the Minisiry of Ports,

Shipping and Waterways, the cargo handled &t

major ports has anly marginally increased Fro
L0776 million tons In 2016-17 to 1.249.99 million
10ns In 2020-21L — a o of H_26%
or an annual increase nf]nsl 2.85%. In contrast,
the number of vessels handled ar these ports has
actually declined by 5933, from 21,655 vessels in
201617 to 20,371 in 202021

in terms of Indian-registered ships, the
reased from 1,313 in 2016-17 1o

Indian

relatively younger vessels (average age of 14 years),

B retied RS oMficer,
farmer Direceor
Cereral, Shipping.
Comvernment of India

The Undon,
Budget appears
to have met

comparative ¢ . India‘s global
rmlknqunshlpﬂwnershlpdedJneriﬁ'mn 1701,
highlighting the need for 9

in Indian shipping has been proven

tn reality, indinn shipping has continued &

Tose ek 1o Toelg {1a vesaets

Lt EIIM wam s auvel s £all artel o (ramoport

Toe dmmestic cor . The peaon i srmpblo: the

needs of shi rs and shipbuilders are vastly
Enal

different from those of pore and term
operators.

industry hiave been
pushing for the removal of the 5% IGST on ship
capital costs and the exemnption of Indian.

om
Except for tax-relared relief, most of the

an extension of the

capial and

ship acquisitions: stringens regulatory
burdens
on mandarory xralnmgnrmaunsaacarers and

Benefit from easier access

regul
strucrures, and minimal regulatory oversight.
This makes Indian-flagged vessels significantly
1 in global arkets.
Beyond capiral canstrair, s
shipbuilding industry also struggles with:
uare infrastructre for constructing large

inadeq
wessels; high inpur costs, particularly on steel; a

production 5, and skill gaps that lmit
warkforce efficiency.
Additionally, funding challenges for

and delays in new-build vessel

UNION BUDGET,
THE EC

emé X

However, the devil les in the details. The
Eovernment’s contribution to the MDF will only
be 49%, whh the remainder m come fram majar
ports. [t is unclear whether £25,000 crore will
be mobilised in a single year or over m

years, Given the high capital Ln[el\sljy of

shipping, shipbulding, and port
sectors, this amount may seill fall short
of Industry needs.

The Indian shi
requires urgent

ONOMS —
replacement, and

in
e
green technobogy. The sector requires long-term

fnancing with lower interest rates and repaymens

al
Eodermiaation, deapite tranclkoring b landlord

model.
1fthe MDI" s straregically imilised to auract
external commerc ECHS) at lower
Iotarast raras, bt could Relp bridge e Fmding
Eap across the maritime sector.

Glaring tax dis

The Budget appears to have missed a crucial
opportunity to address the tax disparities that pat
Indian ships at a comparatie disadvantage to
foresgn ships, even when operasing along the
ndian coast. Indian-flagged vessels are subject to
a 5% IGST on purchase price, a levy not imposed
on foreign-flagged ships. Addidonally. ndian

deliveries deter potential buyers from
Indian shipyards. further weakening the s R
shipbuilding sector.

The Indian National

tax ar source
(TDS) on seafarers’ salaries, .whemasfn:eu;n
wessels employing Indian seafarers face no such

s
has for long advocated measures to ease capital
constraints e discriminatory tax
Tralicion. Tovs kiry recommmendatons, Lo, the
creation of a Marstime Development Fund (MDE)
and granting mfrastructure status to ships, were
incorporated into the Maritime India Vision 2050_

shipping reforms. The industry needs
action, mot just mcremental progress.

The whever expressed are persanal

The kind of jobs needed for the “Viksi

he Union Budget has been presented, and

this Is the right time to outline the three

Linds of jobs this writer believes India
eyond reviving

e msen o 1511 crwed
meetings by DPIT with the Ministry of Labour
and ClI, remain to be seen. But there must be
more defiberation on the kind of jobs we wish o
create for a Viksit Bharas.

mmpact of climarte change

First, el Endia was
muost-affected country by climate change in 2019,
having suffered an income boss of $159 billion n

2021, and according to the Reserve Bank i,

productivity and also livelihoods requires
higher levels of

basildimge rural and dauauo capabilicies
and mgrmnaunn of local e 0 boost
Jjob creation.

To meer the net-zero targees by 2070, the

benefits
three to four state-
00,

new ways to enable private investment in

iz an independere
pelicy researcher
Pasedin Dethi snd
haz a Masters
Pt Pty From the
Blasatres SChocl of

Gowernmers,
Unversity of Ouxferd

t Bharat goal

compressed blogas plants to
setup vereus the target of 5,000 set for
FY¥Z524) in 2018_0r, even accelerating achbeving
W nom-fossil enes gy capacity target to
create ower one million jobs, with stronger
support for decenmralised and rooftop solar which
can be seven times more —intens
LEW).

_ with

P oof 82 education (this mcludes Enghisht and
resource-deprived upbringing. This can reinforce
dependency ongovernment jobs and ‘coaching
o crack”

entrance exams. A5 their aspirations are
economic neds,

{AL-
the rise’ of generative Al numercus jobs now have
50 phusit automation potential Scenarios by
McKinsey Global Institute show that 5090
autemation adoption in India can happen in the
next 10 years. India’s IT and business services,

UMION BUDGET,
MY

CONOH

such as building around 70,000

infrastructure gap, mcmmz over two million
Jobs. O, boosting pre and value-addition
for high bm, xpn(l share items and
tech-enabled local manufacturing of agri-nputs.
Greater use of tech, social media, and
rebranding the “rural’ can also help
make off-farm jobs aspirational for

I:dihle Bila - Dilsceds’ to
57% impert-dependence of edible-cil
bacl: £o the pre WTO levels whts the

global and urban market linkages of local
products, crafis, and knowledge of farmers and
artisans in rural india.

Being aspiration-centric
Third, being aspiration centric. Despite their
growing engagement with the startup culture,
rural youth continue to have low confidence duse
to deeper insecurities from poor foundational

partnerships and invess n address
Econcmic aspirations ofour disheartened youh
protesting exam leaks amnd low
recrultment vacancies
While tax relief may tempomﬂyhoos(wh:n
dernand.

and 1 privace i
frendis, the Centre can demonsints greates
commitment for long-term structural reforms
which create these climate-resilient, Al-resilient
and aspiration-centric jobs. Many opportunities
ark towards our shared vision of a

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

closer Look at the Budget
e Budgets
announcement of
increasing the persanal
income-tax exernption limit
has been projectsd as a
relief for the middle class.
Howewer, while it may
benefit a fraction of the
population, the stary bies in
the larger economic reality.
The so-called “relief
benefits only a minuscuste
segment of taxpayers, while
the vast majarity of indians,

by any direct relief

earn encugh to sustain

Including lower-incame
Ups, remain untouched

populatiens, who barely

rationalising GST rates on

essential goods, particularly ‘than aptics that favou
fond items, medicines, and limited population segment. | Lar
wtilities, rather than Panithra M.,

‘that benefit only a sebect

Tiruchi

Populism can be fiercely

fewa. A e
structure, coupled with GST
refarms that shield the
econamically weaker
sections, Is the only way to
ensure equitable

Eromcirnbc Groserth rathes

when it comes

o poll-oriented fresbiss,
use all parties indulge

in this cutture of giving

taxation. It

the middle classes. It hardly
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The MDA govemment has

pped patting
o the Bk for The rise in
the exsmption limit for
income-tax with the Finance
rainister also saying she had
a teu,

the bureaucrats
manistry’. This is pure

X balderdash (*We heard the
woice of the middle class,
says Ninmala Sitharaman on
tax refief”, February 3). It is

an account of a

bk ot so much the voice of

influenced the decision of
the Finance Minister but the
Delhi elections. The voice of
the middle class has been a
cry in the wilderness in all
the Budgets presented by
‘the NDA so far.
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The kind of jobs needed for the ‘Viksit Bharat’ goal

this is the right time to outline the three

kinds of jobs this writer believes India
must create. Beyond reviving private
consumption in urban areas, we must continue to
strengthen long-term job creation and real wage
growth across India.

The 2024 Budget had introduced Employment
Linked Incentives (ELI) under the Prime
Minister’s five-scheme initiative, designed to
create over four crore jobs over five years with a
central outlay of %2 lakh crore. The Prime
Minister’s internship scheme saw significant
traction in 2024, with 6.21 lakh applications for
1.27 lakh opportunities. The outcomes on the rest
four — beyond a draft Cabinet note on ELI and
meetings by DPIIT with the Ministry of Labour
and CII, remain to be seen. But there must be
more deliberation on the kind of jobs we wish to
create for a Viksit Bharat.

T he Union Budget has been presented, and

Impact of climate change

First, climate-resilience. India was the seventh
most-affected country by climate change in 2019,
having suffered an income loss of $159 billion in
2021, and according to the Reserve Bank of India,
will face adaptation costs of nearly $1 trillion by
2030. The impact on agricultural and labour
productivity and also livelihoods requires
exponentially higher levels of funding for
building rural and urban adaptation capabilities
and the rejuvenation of local ecosystems to boost
job creation.

To meet the net-zero targets by 2070, the
Government must create and incentivise jobs
which are “climate-resilient” by maximising all
“co-benefits” (IPCC). This could mean providing
three to four state-subsidised e-rickshaws in
about 6,00,000 villages to create about two
million jobs (focused on women drivers), also
improving last-mile mobility. Or, there can be
new ways to enable private investment in

| .
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Saubhagya
Raizada

is an independent
policy researcher
based in Delhi and
has a Masters in
Public Policy from the
Blavatnik School of
Government,
University of Oxford

Long-term
structural
reforms must
result in
climate-resilient,
Al-resilient and
aspiration-
centric jobs

compressed biogas plants to bridge the gap of 82
plants set-up versus the target of 5,000 set (for
FY23-24) in 2018. Or, even accelerating achieving
the 500GW non-fossil energy capacity target to
create over one million jobs, with stronger
support for decentralised and rooftop solar which
can be seven times more labour-intensive
(CEEW).

On Al resilience

Second, Artificial Intelligence (Al)-resilience. With
the rise of generative Al, numerous jobs now have
50-plus% automation potential. Scenarios by
McKinsey Global Institute show that 50%
automation adoption in India can happen in the
next 10 years. India’s IT and business services,
which comprised 70-plus% of services
exports (Economic Survey 2021), hope
to create millions skilled talent
exports. But their employment
potential can be limited in the gen
Al-era as labour gets costlier relative to
capital. With the launch of metaGPT
simulating software companies, Al
writing 25% of Google’s code, and layoffs due to
chatbots even in India, new jobs will also need to
prioritise physical engagement and utilise our
human ‘creativity’, which this writer terms as
Al-resilience. This can take the form of larger
education and health budgets to plug the deficit
of millions of health-care professionals and
teachers across states or dedicated financing for
the National Rural Livelihood Mission to facilitate
global and urban market linkages of local
products, crafts, and knowledge of farmers and
artisans in rural India.

Being aspiration-centric

Third, being aspiration centric. Despite their
growing engagement with the startup culture,
rural youth continue to have low confidence due
to deeper insecurities from poor foundational

UNION BUDGET,
THE ECONOMY

education (this includes English) and
resource-deprived upbringing. This can reinforce
dependency on government jobs and ‘coaching’
to ‘crack’ entrance exams. As their aspirations are
shaped by their socio-economic backgrounds,
digital media, and interaction of the ‘Samaaj,
Sarkaar, and Bazaar’, the slow growth of
non-farm jobs warrants off-farm job-creation
which responds to these dynamic aspirations.

This can take the form of rapid infrastructure
development such as building around 70,000
integrated pack-houses, plugging the 95-plus%
infrastructure gap, to create over two million
jobs. Or, boosting productivity and value-addition
for high import/export-share items and
tech-enabled local manufacturing of agri-inputs.
Greater use of tech, social media, and
rebranding the ‘rural’ can also help
make off-farm jobs aspirational for
India’s youth. One clear avenue is
accelerating the ‘National Mission on
Edible Oils - Oilseeds’ to reduce India’s
57% import-dependence of edible-oil
back to the pre-WTO levels with the
revitalised rural processing of native oilseeds like
soybean, sunflower (about 40% of edible-oil
imports), and boosting retail of in-vogue
cold-pressed oils. Enabling creation of many such
large-scale businesses with private-public
partnerships and investments, can address
economic aspirations of our disheartened youth
protesting examination leaks and low
recruitment vacancies.

While tax relief may temporarily boost urban
consumer demand, amidst growing household
indebtedness and suboptimal private investment
trends, the Centre can demonstrate greater
commitment for long-term structural reforms
which create these climate-resilient, Al-resilient
and aspiration-centric jobs. Many opportunities
exist as we embark towards our shared vision of a
Viksit Bharat.



The Union Budget 2024 has been presented, making it the right time to outline the types of jobs
India must create for long-term growth.

HaIT d9ic 2024 9T fFAT AT §, WY I WE GHY o AT § 6 ART Fr
Ao [Aa T & AT g yaR A1 dlaREar ga6t 9ifiRel

Beyond boosting urban consumption, the focus should be on strengthening job creation and
ensuring real wage growth.

A WIS A TR F W, EAT VIR FoIdl I Al A AR qEafas I ggfer
gfaftaa #& @ g kel




Government Initiatives & Job Creation | AR g8l IR VR Holel

The 2024 Budget introduced Employment Linked Incentives (ELI) under
the Prime Minister’s five-scheme initiative, aiming to create over four
crore jobs in five years.

* 2024 %F FoIC A GUAHA HY G-Vl Ggel F ded USIIR F §3 WcHTgal (ELI) FY
AfAer fhaT a1, [SaeT 786 g auf & IR F05 & Jf0F AleRar der e §




The Prime Minister’s internship scheme saw high demand, with

6.2 lakh applications for 1.27 lakh opportunities.

o TUTAFAT Y STATAT FisTalT I HAY ARr A, BFHd 1.27 9@ @Esd
%ﬁvs.zwmﬁaﬁmgcl

However, more deliberation is needed on the kind of jobs to be

created for a ‘Viksit Bharat’.

o gTeIfh, ‘RHRAT IR F AT 57 gwR i JAleRar s e TRy,
59 W 30 REr-Tat smawas B



* Impact of Climate Change on Jobs | STeldrg qRa@de &1 UTIR W
gATd

* India faced economic losses of $159 billion due to climate change in
2019. The RBI estimates adaptation costs will reach $1 trillion by
2030.

+ {T #2019 F Farg IRadsr & FRor $159 faforger &1 nfds
SThdTed 3T UT| RBlmm%ﬁ:zowwmmm
%a;trzﬁramﬁ



e HTHR FI ‘FAdg-crdlier VST ol =A1fgT, S fF 60 ar@ amar 7 3-
4 TSI YIS $-Ram 1 Afedst Tl

- REFdFa @k st 3k d-Shanew s A 7dw & & q@ @@ @
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* 4. Artificial Intelligence (Al) & Job Market | sfefpier Sﬂ'ﬁﬂ
3R AR TR

* With the rise of Al, automation has the potential to replace over
50% of jobs in India’s IT and business services.

+ AIF Fed UHTT & 1Y, ART & ST 3 cAqarAs dansit &
50% ¥ 3fte AlFRAT F Taaifad g Fr FHET Bl

* McKinsey reports suggest that Al-driven automation could affect
millions of jobs over the next decade.

* McKinsey T RUI€ & 38R, Al-TTfad FaaTea 39T g2 & ol
AleRAT B gafad FT FHar B



* New job opportunities should focus on human creativity and
engagement rather than automation.?-l'é' AR AT HI S RIGEH &
oI AAAIT TATCHSAT 3 AEHTRIAT X €T Hfgad Han

qife Tl

* Investing in education and skill-building for rural areas can help
counter Al-related job losses. ATHOT 83T & e 3T Fierer
ﬁﬂﬁw#?ﬁaraﬂﬁ#m-mﬁaﬁaﬁrwaﬁmaﬁ
ST Hhd! gl




5. Aspiration-Centric Jobs |

Agcarhiell VAR

India’s rural population has
growing aspirations but often
lacks foundational digital and

economic skills.

Greater integration of technology
and local economy can help
generate non-farm job
opportunities.

The ‘National Mission on Edible
Oils’ could reduce India’s 57%
edible oil dependency and create
thousands of processing jobs.

« HRA A ATHIOT SIS H AgcATHIAT a8 @ 8, dAfdher IFa
3¢ R3fored 3R s slerer Y AT < B

- dleAfarr it FuET srdegavar & AftF AT @ R-FR
AtRRAT & ITTT 3cYeT & THhd ol

« UET WG o fAeT WA Y 57% @ed ad fovsiar &1
HH F Gahdl ¢ 3T TR gaEor AlsRar der % gar B



* Policy Recommendations | #lfaara fAeriver

. ﬁ Promote climate-resilient jobs through green energy and sustainable
infrastructure.

- e FaT 3R Faa FTEET F ATIH ¥ FAGL-Adrer AR A
gerar ¢l
}' Develop Al-resilient jobs by investing in human creativity and skill-building
programs.

+ AAAIT TTIcASAT 3R Flere AT FRAFHAT # AT F=F AT
UeeR AT FI
;' Encourage rural job growth through non-farm industries and agritech
innovations.



ﬁﬁWﬁ@ﬁmﬁ#m‘wﬂﬁmﬂr
VSR I Fr dearfed F

x Rebrand rural jobs using technology and social media to make
them aspirational.

» doheiler 3 AYerer ABAT F1 3TARr F3@ AT FlFRGT F
Th¥& TATT|

x Strengthen private-public partnerships in food processing and
agribusiness.

- @6 JEEFHLT AR N sgqur #§ aaafas-fas dmefier
Pl AT F



Tuesday, February 4, 2025
CHENNAL

THE HINDU

Opinion

Eliminating elitismm in mental health

b Mintety of tishons
nt, in its

year-end review report
or 2024, stated that all

States and sritories are
expected to cmnpleme the process
harmonisari

on the specific condition (N
Mental Health Survey 2015-16).
The World Health

its fact sheet on mental health ax
work, outlined several risks,

and inflexible hours,
poos physical working conditions,
Job insecurity, Inadequate Py,

significan parity
biue-collar and white-coltar
emplayess concerning leglslative
and policy frameworks.

Safety,
Health and Conditions
Code (OSHWC), 2020, cOn
of oc fecy is limited to

physical safety in the course of

Shivang Tripathi
Doctoral Researcher
at the Facuity of Law
Banaras Hindu
Urversity

Karishma
Kabadwal
Doctoral Researcher
at the Facutty
Sanarss Hindu

is time to give
the mental
health of
bluc-collar
workers due

excludes mental well-being and

without any health risks. Defining
the ambit of this phrase is left to
the Central government, which
will notify it from time 1o tme.
Moreover, its conjoint reading
tions 23 the

rthy Tele Manas initistive
be

bur its fur s

£ s to volunt: make
the distress call to the helpline
number. f awareness

about such indtiatives among
blue-collar workers, coupled with
their inherent hesitation to take

In J&K

projects are leading to

The precarious road to development

ruin and displacing people

Eilal Abmad Wagay
Ummar lamal

he government’s am-
bitious proposals to

any such step, dilutes the
ofthesg initiatives.

The way forward
To realise the goal of ‘Sstyamev
kysle to Shramev
Prime Minister en\1ﬂnned in ZDM

to gee the job dane with the
duty to

can
Section 74 of the CSC only i
personal injury is caused by an
“accident or an occu,

provide a sae
and healthy work environm

Sncuring both the physical and
mencal mn-bang of workers

disease out of and in the would be step.
course of employment”. The third | Second. (he Hstof 'bcmpm:lonnl
schedule nowhere enhsu diseases third schedule
out of m of the CSC calls for a
D e it CoAWER OF attempt to provide
it tends to of diseases arsing from
create a legislative mandate upon nmnlal sraki am—ibuted o

sh a direct

adjudi;
the Bombay
Laxmi

dniuns. lhexeby leaving less
7 judicial ins

ore room for terpretation on
cating suthority. tn contrase, | a case-by-case basls. Third, the
upcoming Labour Codes have the
o Chial to create a
and Trustees, Bombay Port Trust between employers,

are making
Shhance the well being. work life
balance, and mental health of

their white-collar The

bluecollar workers, and mental

b egarding 70 to
90-hour workweeks, emphasising
quantity over qualit

sustain:
blue-collar workers. Fifth, creating
awareness regarding

HALE (Health Assistance and
Lifestyle Enrichment) Program by
Infosys, Wipro's “Mitra® initiative,
and the

such as
Tele Manas must be statutorily

imposed on e . Lastly,
blue-collar workers also need to

Program by Tata Consultancy
Services are some examples. In
contrast, the Central government’s

in the mental health discourse
before this beoomes a case of lost
opportunit.

and develop satellite town-
ships in Jammu and Kashmir

glon's delicate ecological ba-

of their land_ This is because

or given a fillip to already com-

languishi
paucity of funds. The unres-

ruin and social displacement.
While the government has
promised enhanced connec:
tivity and economic progress,

. and erode its green cov-
Constru ivities will
accelerate soil erosion, ren-
dering land infertile and crip-

jcultural output.
S s 14.3 Laky Tarming

d an average

gfapple. plum. and pear trees
have been axed to
clear xhe ].Bnd for the con-
struction of the new hi

frastructure

agrarian economy.
80% of the

landowners
sated adequately for the loss

of just 0.25 hec-
8O% of In-

dia’s temperate fruit produc-
ton. Yet, massive tan.

lance. unities, | Rehabilitation, and Resettle-
and alter the demograp ment Act, 2053, but under
ric. o Kasl Ac-
In 2021, quisition Act, 1934, which was | dl
roved a semiring road pro- | removed from the statute | er
and acquired 900 acres books after the dilution of Ar-
<culti land for ude 370. In J&K's rural econo-
it. The district that is most af- commercial apple farm- | pling agri
focted by this project fs Bud- | ing and Its value chain is the
gam, followed by 5 w of the This
S . Ganderbal, Bandipo- reve-
ra, and Baramulla. This mega | nue of around £1,500 < tares. It contributes
project, aimed at reducing | Transforming such  fertile
traffic in the Kashmir Valley. | lands into construction sites 3
‘will be imple: two will be for the re-
phases_ Farmers worry about | gion's economy and ruin the | projects,
their as of lakhs of people.

ments risk displ people
and leaving marginal farmers
landless as a significant por-

either proposed new projects

these livel 5
Calamities such as the 2014

ding highways, rail-
ways, and satellite townships
heighitens the risk of Hors
such disasters. This

Eress —it ts & slow, methodical
unravel J&K's ecological
integrity and the livelihoods
uhm pand on it Withous ur-

correction,

Brice of this so-called progress
will be borne by generations
to come.
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The cause and effects of the U.S.s withdrawal from WHO

Sambavi Parthasarath

igning his first batch of exec-
utive orders fol hisre-
turn to the White House on

e
This is not the first time Mr.
Trump has chosen to withdraw
from the WHO. He took steps to
leam the organhanm in 20:0 for
e same rea: x, the joe
i adnunls!ranon “decided to

e partnership.
Close (o 45%_ of Americans

agreed with Mr. Trump's assess
ment back in 2020, according to

er at 31% and 30% in Canada and
rmany. respectively (Chart ).
In a 2024 Pew, close

to 40% of U.S. citizens said the

Dem,
mocraticleaning people said in
2024 that the U.S. benefits from

the WHO, only 38% of Republicans

Americans towards the

resourc
Shve blow to WHO as the U.S. I8
largest contributor. The U.
consiste: contributed close to

ost-pandemic years. It contribut-
©da fecord $1.2 billion in the blen-
nium period for 2022-23 (Chart 4).
WHO's other major contribu-
tors in the latest year (2024-25) in-
clude the Bill and Melinda Gates

bmlnm from China accounted for

Will some other country step up
to Al the financial vacuum left by

as no country’s con
exceeded 5% of the total funding
received by WHO. Among coun-
tries, the UK. are In
a distant second and third place,
respectively, s per latest data.

5 shows how the funds
frosn the .3 are being utilised by
WHO. In 2024-25, close to 26% of
the funds were used to improve ac-
cess to quality health services glo-
bally, 21% to respond rapidly to

P
to halt funding will have a cascad-

blic health body

The
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Chart 3: The views of Republicans ) snd

Chart 4: The chart shows the share of the US s
contributions to WHO's total funding
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ing effect on these
The President’s order also calls

tion centres in the

part of. The U.S. has the most
number of WHO
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Soing ubilised by WHO
Epidemics and pandemics prevertion

centres (79), followed by India and
<hi shown in Chart 6.
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number of WHO collaboration centros

a0

0,

FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 4, 1975

Ford seeks $6.8 billions for
foreign aid

Washington, Feb. 3: The United States President.

budge:
for economic, food and financial aid and the rest
n milicary

The buget measage calls for “give away
expenditures of more than Sone billion in such
commodities as wheat, feed grains, food
products, vegetable oils, dried milk and other
products.

Also listed was an extra $620 millions in the
current fiscal year for the Food for Peace

programme.

The 32.8 bilions reqiest for milliary aid i
ﬁs:al )el{ 1976 was $700 millions above the
previons budget, not counting the $552 millions
B Ford has sequested in extra help this year
South Vietn: Caml|

emergency security
assistance” fund of $659 millions was requested
for Israel

The < called for $268 millions to
continue the United States Information Agency,

and Radso
‘which broadcast to Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 4, 1925

Penny postage
London, Feb. 3: A deputation representing

prineings and paper making industries e the
Postmaster General to restore the penny postage
thai o

the was opportune for
reintroduction in Britain. It was mentioned that

post-offices now al




Chart 1: WHO'’s handling of the pandemic was...
B ...very/somewhat good Il ...very/somewhat bad (2020)
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Chart 4: The chart shows the share of the U.S’s
contributions to WHO’s total funding

18
16
14
12
10

8.9%

2016-17 2018-19 2020-21 2022-23 2024-25
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Worth of 2000 notes
still out in public
despite withdrawal
"B5: said that

G. 5770

%2000 denomination banknotes have been

n T crore. The

retumed, since they were withdrawn from
Crcutatson in May 2023 The faciity for
deposit and/or exchan, available

all bank branches till October 7, 2023+

New railway stations
bei constructed in
Jharkhand

Valshnaw said Jharkhand has

Ba==rss.
el %
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Number of people
killed in a car bomb

explosion in Syria

Raitway Minister Ashwini l

Al but one of the deceased
were women. No group
o ety Clakaac]

©f rastways in the State. The construction
©f the stations amount to 22,314 crore. As
much as 543 km of rail route has been
electrfied in Jharkhand since 2014, rm

for the
seventh car bomb explosion in I-lanbu in

after the downtall of Bathar Assad, r

was the

Norway in 2024

In per cent. An unparalled
rumber in the world, and

selling onty zerc-emission vehicles as of
this year. Of the 50 most-sold modets, only
. S

Share of EVs from total Number of protestors
vehicles sold in in a rally in Berlin

close to the country’s goal of

wo
witness wolence ewen

share of clect:
13.6% in the full-year of 2024, ~r

. By v
ric cars in Eurcpe was just

against the far-right

1.6

Democratic Union (CDU) of Germany’s

urnaTitten agreement Not to work with the

Sar AR sk tiie maHEA M bl b pACA wirice
Wiord War L.

n 1aih. Demonstrators had
turned out to dencunce the
breach by the Christian
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Delhi’s gender budget: its decline and impact

“"l.lll_‘ freebies and cash lr:lnsfcrs.;u.sl before the t‘i_&’lm can hnng i
enabl and

Follow us &

mwvth in the

o .com/the_hindu &) instagram.com/the_hindu

immediate relief to families. what the women voters of Delhi really need are concrete

verment of worms

here are 71 lakh women voters
in Delhs, which is nearly half of
the total electorate. Further,
women have a high turnout
rate as well_ So, it is no surprise that all

te 760 billion. But, how much of this
budges s reserved for women?

Investing in wi

Oyerall, the gendes budges of Delhi has
a seven-fold increase from 210

hﬂlinn in 2011-12 to 71 bil lBun in 2024-25

development i essential to reduce the
gender gap, it is equally Important to
invess n ot com| s like,

3 n
education have multiplier effects and lead
to long term benefits by generating a
highly literate and skilled workforce for

particularly, can bridge
employnlem and achiev
What & needed s not i Treebics but
concrete steps that can enable

Need to focus on
education

1= Total gender budget and it= share of education

71301

THE GIST

~
white providing financial
assistance to women and chid
lopment is essential to
reduce the gender g2,
equally Important to invest in
other compenents ik
education and health
The budget allocated for
women's education in Delhi
has steadiy declined. For the
L2=t five years, the educaticn.

2019-20 and 2023-24.
-~
The lack of technicat and

Figawe 2. Ancther surprising fict is that
.

nder gap in e of 9% In the education i3
rity. past one vear. The se Is not
juslln(heshzre but also i the amount
ee figure 1),

et i e ot el Social
empowerment of women.

The neglect tomards the education of
women by Delhi is concerning Th.

n women's n the
nder budget stood at €2 billion In

zou -12, which increased to 218 billion in
2024-25. This reached its peak in
201718 touching t24 billion. Since then.
the budget aliocated for women's

has steadsly ‘or the
last five years, the education huage: has
reported a negative growth,
exceptions for 2019-20 and ZOB 24

Ind.bcszlng that cash eransfers and feebies
have become the focus of gender budgets.

Delhi hold regular salaried jobs according
to PLFS (2023-24), mast women are

compared to 10.34% of the male labour
force: This points to the fact that

working as house helps or and
men as shopkeepers or salespeople.
Clearly. women are working in the lowest
end of the skill spectrum. These jobs offer
poor pay and low standard of living. Thus.

low investments in female education lead
108 relaeivaly srnaller foemale woskiorce,

¥

ettt degprlb e traming are
major pillars for
srowth. A lack of investment in the

T
‘According to the Periodic Labour Force
survey (PLFS, 2023-24), (ompared to the
1 average of 45.2%., female
labour force participation st e iy sy
the lowest in India. While most people in

manage!

of these positions being held by men.
Women are also under-represented in
high skilled jobs, such as technicians and
associate professionals. Only 3.5% of the
fernale force are in these jobs

are needed to
bridge the g.ap in the high skilled
workforce.

Thisd, che lack of technical and

the teaching and
crucial. therefore. to promote technical
education training and professional
courses among women to dose the

gender gaps in vartous sectors.

Cash t are necessary for relief
but for a'npawern\enl of women,
education and training are of utmost

ce. Improving the budget
women's education would greatly ehce
the gap in the long run.

writers are with ICRIER, an
cconmbe SR sarek Dot s BeTNE. The
views expressed are personal.

omain fieida, Most women
professionals are in the
teaching and health sector.

How will the govt. produce
the required fuel ethanol?

‘Why have maize imports increased substantially the past year?

M. Kalvanaraman

The story so far:
nion Minister Nitin Gadkari said
that India will achieve its target
of 20% ethanol blending of
petrol in the next two months,

least a year ahead of what was

ungman, planned. This would entail the

production of nearly 1,100 crore litres of

fuel ethanol in one year.

‘Where will this come from?
Tha X100 excen lirrs of friel ethaingl el
come from sugar and high grad.
Tolasses, Food Corporation of India (FCD
rice, broken rice, and maize. Indias
ethanol distillery capacity has ramped up
o 1,600 crore litres, driven by a range of
and the of

Deepak Ballani, director general of Indian

In the affseason they can use other
<

Sugar and
‘Association. India had clostng sugar
£tocks of arcund 80 lakh tonnes in.
‘October 2024. The projected suga
Production for next year is around 315
lakh tonnes out of which 40 lakh tonnes
will go to fuel ethanol. Mr. Ballani sasd
that echanol for non-fuel uses will come
from low grade molasses called C Heavy
that don't go into sugar production.

The

matze) to

How is maize playing a role?
india’s maize production s just about
encugh for traditional needs such as for
the poultry sector, livestock feed, starch
production and some 10% for human

As
imposed curbs on al

reduce the price of FCI rics to distlleries
from 228 to 222 5 per kg. The government
handous states that some 110 crore litres
of ethanol will be p: from FCI rice
this ethanol year. This means almost 400
crore litres of fuel ethanol should come
from maize. For context, India was
little or no ethanol from maize

a stable. hucrative market.
expected to provide some 400

until 2020. Besides p o gram-based
distilleries coming up, some sugar
have o ds

Sugar is
crore lstres this ethanol year,

S )

d so

across india. The major

from April to 24 26,000 crore savings on
promise of a steady, hicrative
ethanol market ded

States are Karnataia, Madhya Pradesh,
Andhi
Bihar, and Utcar Pradesh. For fhe 202425
ethanol year, maize output would be
some 42 milfion tonnes out of which nine
million can go towards producing the 350
o 400 crore litres of ethanol, H. S. Jar,
director ICAR Indian Instinute of Maize

production was almost all sugar-based,
maize production had increased by nearly
six million tonnes in three years, for

THE GIST
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nlon dinteer simin Sediart

Super i specied w provide
me re litres

pretorr ey a:r.m-dmx o

Deepak Ballani, director

general of Indian Sugar and

El

As things stand now. maize is

supplying to ethanol ts more |uaam-e for
farmers. On w

io-energy
Assccistion.

As the government had

er that won't
the market, Mr. Jat says Dpc:. (Distiller's
Dried Grains
of ethanol, be used

crore litres of fuel e
oil imports and
thé money going into the internal

many farmers to take to maize cultivation
maize producing

to farmers. For
context, India’s yearly oil impore bill i
Some T10.5 Lakh crore.

Started ram@ing up in Apeil
2024




Share of EVs from total
vehicles sold in
Norway in 2024

In per cent. An unparalled
96 number in the world, and

close to the country’s goal of
selling only zero-emission vehicles as of
this year. Of the 50 most-sold models, only
two were non-electric. By comparison, the
share of electric cars in Europe was just

13.6% in the full-year of 2024. arp
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At least 40 killed. 70 injured in

artillery shelli

PANAMA CITY

US. top diplomat Rubio lays down

TOKYO

OpenAl announces new ‘deep

in south Sudan

Maondsy an

on oy
wneq Sling b S dants scanki The sheilnngv-as carried out by 3

ultimatum to Panama over canal

REUTERS.

~
US. Secretary of State Marco Rubio on Sunday threatened action
h to reduce Chinese

s Liberation
SPeon The Eroup has been clashing with both the Army and the
rival paramilitary RSF since the start of thewr war in April 2023, arp

the canal, but

v's leader inssted he was not

afraid of 2 U.S. invasion and offered talks. Mr. Rubio met Presicent
Jose Raul MSNO UMNNE 3 WISK 10 the Central AMerncan Country. ArF

research’ tool for ChatGPT

=3

pe

~
U.S. tech giant OpenAl on Mondary urweiled 3 ChatGPT tool calied
~ - reports.

DAMASCLS

At least 19 killed. mostly women
in a car bomb explosion in Syria

REUTERS

Monaay g st Yomot 13 parsare s

y on
all but e of them wome'\. and

made the

in Tokyo,

arew
Group to offer acvanced Al services 1o businesses. ArP

SoftBank

aid. The car

workars on the outskirts of the ciy of Manba. A7

Trump to cut
South Africa
funding over
land law

tion is happening ow:
1a:

ing: “South Africa Is confis-
cating land, and treating
certain classes of people
VERY BADLY."

In South Africa, Mr
Trump wrote, a ~massive
Human Rights VIOLATION,
at a minimum, Is happen-
ing for all to see. The Uni
8 Stares woa't stand for t,
we will act. Also. I will be

th
Tl chrmmtigpatoe: oXetts st
uation

cmnple:ed"

The South African go-
vernment said on Monday
that the Trump administra-
tion needed to have a bet-
ter_underscanding of the

law, which is meant to
help redress the impact of
decades of white minority
rule in South Africa under
the apartheid regime,
which ended 1994,
South African President

Cyri 0sa said i

Statement that —the South

African gumnmem has
not confisc:

During apanheld land
was h Afri-
ca's Black majority, who
were forced to live in areas

SEME Tty cloas alltex;

born and raised in
Souh Airsca and has also
argeted M =

Musk says Trump ‘shutting dowmn’ U.S.
aid agency as Rubio claims takeover

Emy rees instructed by email not to to their offices on Mondav amid confusion over the future of the US. Agency for
agency

International Development: Secretary of State Rubio accuses the

WASHINGTON

lon  Musk,
world's richest pes
son and President
Donald Trum;

say um
drive to shrink the US.

ent
Hours later,

US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio

us. agen-
cy, saying e would stop its
'lnsubordlnanon to Mr.
Trump's agen

“I'm the acnng director
of USAID,” Mr. Rublo told

Sudden mowe: People protest near the USAID bullding which sat

reporters on a wvisit to El

Amid confusion over
the future of the US Agency
for International Develop-
ment, employees were in-
structed by email not to go

cdlosed 1o empioyees in Washington on Monday. SEUTERS

to their offices on Monday.
Some 600 staffers found
Themsehves Jocked out of
their computer systems,
ABC News reported.
Around 50 demonstra-
tors gathered outside the

headquarters in  down-
town Washington, with
signs  including = “Save
USAID, save lives.™

USAID is the -m arm of

important source of

power.

Mr. Musk called USAID
~a viper's nest of radical-
left hate
America” and “you
have got to haﬂ(an) ‘et rid
of the whale thing.

massive
contracts with the U.S. go-
vernment and was the big-
gest financial backer of Mr.
Trump's campaign — said
he had personally cleared

of insubordination to the US. President’s agenda

the unprecedented move
with the 5

Democrats cry foul

Democrats, who hold the
minority in Congress, are

sounding alarm over what

r grab by Mr.
Trump and Mr. Musk. Con-
gress has authority T

(DOGE
ran o decide how money 1

uuse Musk is neither

a federal employee nor a

ficial, it re-

ear to wi he

or his agency are accounta-

ble — other than to Mr
Trump.

Israel accused of
‘ethnic cleansing’ in
occupied West Bank

“Imvasive proc

RAMALLAN

cedure’: sracli troops.

caery cut a military operation
in Jenin, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank on Monday. RELTERS

ple in the rterritory this
year.
The Palestinian presi-

The office of

dency * the oc-

bas
denounced an Israell oper-
ation in the occupied West
Bank as “ethnic cleansing
on  Monday, with

Health Mini say\ng o
racll forces Milled 70 peo-

pansion of their war on our
Palestinian people in the
implement

EU to adopt a more pragmatic approach
in talks with India and others, says Kallas

LONDON

The EU's top foreign policy’
and security offictal, Kak
shift

bristled at EU
criticisms over New

of oil

he Viocs Alalogue pos-

transactios m and mu-
tual benefic In its ap-
pre . Ms.

a conference of EU Ambas-
sadors in Brussels on Mon-

the Gulf States in peace
mediation roles with their
own strategic agendas and

i
being antl-white and p il
ing in 2023 it was allowing
a “genocide™ against white
farmers.

cles
the West itself. It was the
same duri the Cold
War" Ms. Kallas said dur-
ing her opening address at

£aid Ms. Kallas. “The ques.

ded. The remarks come

weeks after U.S. Presi-

tened to slap tanifls onto
the bl S eXpOorts to Amer-
fca. MSA Kallas called for

tion and GDP,” Ms.

Sy Beaa different catural

China will be laughing, says EU +
Foreign Minister on trade war

Sriram Lakshman
LONDO!

nd the HO would adopt a
taflor-made approach to its

India has
bristled at EU criticisms ov-
er New Delhi's purchases

of Russian oll after Russia
invaded

toral cooperation.

to Us.
Donald Trumps remarks
on Sunday evening that ta-
riffs_against the EU were
“definitely” on the cards,

nd to benefit from any
U.S.-EU trade war. Ms. Kal-

Kaga Kallas

for

0 a group
of reporters on Monday
moming, prior to address-
ing a conference of EU Am-
bassadors in Brussels.
“Iif the United States
starts the trade war [sic] .
ing on
the side Is China. We are
yery nterlinked. We need
ica, an America
needs us as well,” she said,
adding  that tariffs in-
creased costs and were de-

Mr. Trump had an-
nounced tariffs on Canada,
China and Mexico on Sa-
turday. Asked about which
country would be next to
face U.S. £
ically

might happen wi
that (the U.K.), but it will

definitely happen with the
EUS Mr. Trump said,
claiming that the EU ran a
trade surplus of over $300
Billion with the U-S.

Mr. Trump's numbers
are at odds with EU official
data_ The bloc had a €155.8
billion ($159.9 billion) trade

in goods with th
US. in 2023 as per these
darta. It ran a trade it

“atrocity™ and alleging that
the bloc was “taking ad-
~ of the US. On the

L Ms.
the EU was carefully listen-
Lng o Mr. Trump's remarks
“preparing”. “But
hiat s Cloar, thare are no
winners in trade wars."

Beyonces Cowboy Carter wins top album at the Grammys,

LOS ANGELES.

Beyonce on Sunday finally
won the Grammy for the
year's best album for her
culture-shaking

Z hil Sabrina
Carpenter emerged as big
winners at perfor-

mance-heavy gala. while
heavyweights Taylor Swift
and Billie Eilish went home
empty-handed.

Eeyonce's win for Cow-

claim the top prize in this
$3e

century.

The triumph was all the
more relevant as the 43-
year-old's ambi! his-
toricafly rooeed albun ele-

Work of Black ardsts I

tion with Miley Cyrus, and
the Best country

album wrophy.
1 really was not -
ing this,” she said ac-
cepted that prize, her voice
audibly shaking. -

country music, whose rich  times genre is a code word
contributions the industry  to keep us In our place as
has repeatedly sidelined. artists.”
“I just feel very full and “1 just want o encowr-
onored,” she said. ople to do what
her husband jay-Z theyre passionate about
Blue and to stay e h
from the crowd of A-listers ed.

at Crypto.com Arena.

She dedicated the prize
to Linda Martell, a pioneer-
ing Black

vocal-
ist and entrepreneur Chan-
drika Tandon. and two
other

featured on the album.
~I hope we just keep
opening

the Grammy award for the
album Triveni in the Best

pushing forward. of New Age. Ambient or
doors,.” Beyonce said. Chant  Album category.
The win brought This was Tandon's second
ocal after

on'the night to three: she
also won for her collabora-

n, also a giobal

business leader and the ol-
f CEO of

PepsiCo I N 3

can flautist Wouter Keller-
man and Japanese cellist
Eru Ma to.

award for best country album to Beyonce.
for Cowboy Corter at the Grammmiys on Sunday In Los Angeles. A

Hip-hop laureate Lamar
cleaned up thanks to his
smash diss track Nor Like

. one of a sertes of songs
from the
native that skewer rap rival
Drake.

He won in all five cate-
gories in which he was

nominated, including Re-
cord and Song of the Year.
He lost only to himself —
was twice up for two of the
rap genre priz
‘more_power-
ful than rap music.” the 37-

ords,

pulled w (he P, of the
s and

a wm coas( rap anlhe’n

beloved for its

bass line, rhythmic strings

and exaggerated

enunciation.
Lamar dedicated his

dis
he coveted prize for

Best New Artist went to
Chappell Roan, capping a
meteoric year for the Mid-
western artist who went
from struggling singer to
music’s It girl seemingly
overnight.

Bur in a powerful accep-
tance speech, she recount-
edhownwasnu)waysea-

— she was dropped from
her label during the pan-

emic

as Lamar shines

for best rap album.

Anything is possible”
Doechii said as she accept-
ed the wophy through
tears, speaking
Black gir

Sabrina Carpenter won
for best pop vocal album,
her second award of the
night thar followed » slep-

Hollywood-in-
of her

find work.
n demanded thar la-
provide artists with a

e wage and healkth

“Record labels need to
treat their artists as valua-
ble employees,” she said.
“Labels, we got you, but do
you got us?~

nominsed hits Kspresso
and Pleas,

Shakira scooped Best
Latin Pop Album, before
delivering 2 jaw-dropping
performance of her clas-
stes and new work.

And Charli XCX won
three prizes including best
gance/electronic album for

another big winner, be-
coming just the third wo-
man to ever win the prize

e banging roc-
mance at the end of the
night.

Amx




Beyonce’s Cowboy Carter wins top album at the Grammys, as Lamar shines

Agence France-Presse
LOS ANGELES

Beyonce on Sunday finally
won the Grammy for the
year’s best album for her
culture-shaking Cowboy
Carter, as rapper Kendrick
Lamar posted a clean
sweep on a night that
served as a love letter to
fire-ravaged Los Angeles.

Chappell Roan, Charli
XCX, Doechii and Sabrina
Carpenter emerged as big
winners at the perfor-
mance-heavy gala, while
heavyweights Taylor Swift
and Billie Eilish went home
empty-handed.

Beyonce’s win for Cow-
boy Carter now makes her
the most nominated, most
decorated artist at the
awards show ever — as well
as the first Black woman to
claim the top prize in this

cM
w

century.

The triumph was all the
more relevant as the 43-
year-old’s ambitious, his-
torically rooted album ele-
vated and showcased the
work of Black artists in
country music, whose rich
contributions the industry
has repeatedly sidelined.

“I just feel very full and
very honored,” she said,
her husband Jay-Z and
daughter Blue Ivy cheering
from the crowd of A-listers
at Crypto.com Arena.

She dedicated the prize
to Linda Martell, a pioneer-
ing Black country musician
featured on the album.

“I hope we just keep
pushing forward, opening
doors,” Beyonce said.

The win  brought
Beyonce’s total Grammys
on the night to three: she
also won for her collabora-

tion with Miley Cyrus, and
snagged the best country
album trophy.

“I really was not expect-
ing this,” she said as she ac-
cepted that prize, her voice
audibly shaking. “Some-
times genre is a code word
to keep us in our place as
artists.”

“I just want to encour-
age people to do what
they’re passionate about
and to stay persistent,” she
added.

Indian-American vocal-
ist and entrepreneur Chan-
drika Tandon, and two
other collaborators won
the Grammy award for the
album Triveni in the Best
New Age, Ambient or
Chant Album category.
This was Tandon’s second
Grammy nomination after
2009’s “Soul Call” and first
win.

Taylor Swift presents the award for best country album to Beyonce
for Cowboy Carter at the Grammys on Sunday in Los Angeles. AP

Tandon, also a global
business leader and the ol-
der sister of former CEO of
PepsiCo Indra Nooyi, won
the award along with her
collaborators South Afri-
can flautist Wouter Keller-
man and Japanese cellist
Eru Matsumoto.

Hip-hop laureate Lamar
cleaned up thanks to his
smash diss track Not Like
Us, one of a series of songs
from the Los Angeles-area
native that skewer rap rival
Drake.

He won in all five cate-
gories in which he was

nominated, including Re-
cord and Song of the Year.
He lost only to himself — he
was twice up for two of the
rap genre prizes.

“Nothing more power-
ful than rap music,” the 37-
year-old Lamar said in ac-
cepting the top song tro-
phy. “We are the culture.”

Not Like Us shattered
streaming records, cata-
pulted to the top of the
charts and quickly became
a West Coast rap anthem,
beloved for its pounding
bass line, rhythmic strings
and exaggerated
enunciation.

Lamar dedicated his
best record win to his ho-
metown, which is still reel-
ing from the fires that
razed whole neighbor-
hoods and left thousands
of people displaced.

The coveted prize for

Best New Artist went to
Chappell Roan, capping a
meteoric year for the Mid-
western artist who went
from struggling singer to
music’s It girl seemingly
overnight.

But in a powerful accep-
tance speech, she recount-
ed how it wasn’t always ea-
sy — she was dropped from
her label during the pan-
demic and struggled to
find work.

Roan demanded that la-
bels provide artists with a
“livable wage and health
care.”

“Record labels need to
treat their artists as valua-
ble employees,” she said.
“Labels, we got you, but do
you got us?”

Doechii emerged as
another big winner, be-
coming just the third wo-
man to ever win the prize

for best rap album.

“Anything is possible,”
Doechii said as she accept-
ed the trophy through
tears, speaking directly to
Black girls and women like
herself.

Sabrina Carpenter won
for best pop vocal album,
her second award of the
night that followed a slap-
stick, Old Hollywood-in-
spired performance of her
nominated hits Espresso
and Please Please Please.

Shakira scooped Best
Latin Pop Album, before
delivering a jaw-dropping
performance of her clas-
sics and new work.

And Charli XCX won
three prizes including best
dance/electronic album for
her summer-defining Brat
before a banging perfor-
mance at the end of the
night.

AINX



Grammys 2025: Beyonce
makes history again _

~ BEYONCE GOTHER long-awaited album of the
. yearwin at the 67th annual Grammy Awardson
Sunday: "Cowboy Carter" took the night's /
final award, giving the superstar three wins
(out of 11 nominations). Earlier, she became the
first Black artist to win best country album.
Kendrick Lamar swept five categories,
winning the most awards, including both song
. andrecord of the year for his Drake diss "Not Like
- Us". Chappell Roan was named best new artist,
' capping arocket-ship year.

From left: Eru Matsumoto, Wouter Kellerman and
Chandrika Tandon accept the Grammy for
‘Best new age, ambient, or chant album’ for Triveni ar

Indian-origin vocalist Tandon
wins big, beats Ricky Kej
& Anoushka Shankar

'
. Hecard ofthis ¥ INDIAN-AMERICAN VOCALIST Chandrika Tandon
the Year ;'I Year/Song of the Year : . ;
A ‘ won the Grammy Award for 'Best new age, ambi-
Cowboy ‘ Not Like Us ) il .
- : ent or chant album’ for her album Triveni, beating
Carter \ W Kendrick Lamar 1) : like Rick i hk
Beyoncé A A out competltors_ ike Ricky Kej an Anous.. a
, Shankar. Chandrika shared the honour with her
collaborators—South African flautist Wouter
Kellerman and Japanese cellist Eru Matsumoto.
Tandon, known for blending Hindustani, Car-
natic, and Western music, celebrated herwinin an
elegant silk salwar kurta, honouring her Indian her-
itage. Chandrika Tandon is more than a musician.
She is a successful business leader and philan-
thropist. She became the first Indian-American
woman to become a partner at McKinsey & Com-
pany and later founded Tandon Capital Associates,
afinancial advisory firm.

Album of 485 pug

Best New Artist
Chappell Roan




Category

Album of the Year

Record of the Year

Song of the Year

Best New Artist

Best Pop Vocal Album

Best Pop Solo Performance

Best Pop Duo/Group Performance
Best Dance/Electronic Recording
Best Rap Album

Best Rock Performance

Best Country Album

Winner

Beyoncé
Kendrick Lamar
Kendrick Lamar
Chappell Roan
Sabrina Carpenter
Sabrina Carpenter

Lady Gaga & Bruno Mars

Justice & Tame Impala

Doechii
The Beatles

Beyoncé

Work
"Cowboy Carter"
"Not Like Us"

"Not Like Us"

"Short n' Sweet"
"Espresso”

"Die with a Smile"
"Neverender"

"Alligator Bites Never Heal"
"Now and Then"

"Cowboy Carter"







 The Jharkhand
Police has launched

the “Chocolate War”

initiative to combat
illegal opium
cultivation in
Maoist-affected
regions.
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https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/chocolate_war.jpg

e What is Chocolate War?

* Unique Awareness Campaign:
* Police distribute chocolates wrapped with anti-opium messages in rural
weekly markets.

 The wrapper highlights legal consequences of opium cultivation under
the NDPS Act, warning of up to life imprisonment and property confiscation.




* Targeted Regions:

* The initiative is actively implemented
in Khunti, Ranchi, Hazaribagh,
Latehar, Palamu, and Chatra districts
known for opium cultivation.

* Maoist insurgents and local mafias
are allegedly involved in promoting
illegal cultivation.






* Finance Minister announced the Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana in
the Union Budget 2025-26, targeting 100 districts with low agricultural
productivity.

e About PM’s Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana:

e Ministry: Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare.

* Outlay: No separate allocation, but Rs 1,000 crore allocated for pulses, Rs 500
crore for fruits and vegetables, and Rs 100 crore for hybrid seeds.

* Aim: To boost agricultural productivity, crop diversification, post-harvest storage,
irrigation facilities, and credit access in 100 low-productivity districts.



Presumptive

Taxation
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* Finance Minister introduced a
presumptive taxation regime for
non-residents in the Union Budget
2025-26, specifically targeting
those providing services in India’s
electronics manufacturing sector.




What N e Asimplified tax scheme where income is calculated based
. on a presumed rate of profit rather than actual income.
Presumptive

e Designed to reduce compliance burden and simplify tax

TaxatiOn P filing for small businesses and professionals.

e Non-residents providing services or technology to Indian
L companies setting up or operating electronics
E I |g| b| I |ty: manufacturing facilities.
e Excludes businesses like goods carriage, agency work, and
professions requiring detailed bookkeeping.




Why Imposed?

To attract foreign technicians and companies to

India’s electronics and semiconductor sectors.

To provide tax certainty and reduce compliance
burdens for non-residents.




* Impacts on Economy:

* Boost to Electronics Manufacturing: Encourages foreign investment and technology
transfer in critical sectors like semiconductors.

* Job Creation: Increased foreign presence will create skilled and semi-skilled jobs.

 Reduced Compliance Burden: Simplifies tax filing for non-residents, making India a
more attractive destination for business.

* Global Competitiveness: Enhances India’s position as a preferred manufacturing
base for electronics and semiconductors.




 Key Highlights of Presumptive Taxation in Budget 2025

1.New Section 44BBD:

1. Introduced in the Income Tax Act for non-residents in electronics manufacturing.

2. 25% of gross receipts deemed as income, taxed at 35%, resulting in an effective tax
rate of less than 10%.

2.Exclusion from Significant Economic Presence (SEP):

1. Non-residents purchasing goods in India for export will not be considered to have a
significant economic presence in India.

2. Provides clarity and reduces tax liability for export-oriented activities.



1.Effective Date:

1. Applicable from April 1, 2026, for the assessment year 2026-27 and
subsequent years.




Man Portable Air Defence System (MANPAD)
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* The Defence Research and

Development Organisation (DRDO) ,
successfully conducted three flight
trials of the indigenously developed
Very Short-Range Air Defence
System (VSHORADS), a Man Portable
Air Defence System (MANPAD).




What is MANPAD?

e A lightweight, shoulder-fired missile system designed to target low-altitude
aerial threats like drones, helicopters, and aircraft.

e Provides mobility and flexibility to ground forces for air defence in combat
Zones.

Developed By:
e Designed and developed by DRDO’s Research Centre Imarat (RCl), Hyderabad.




e To provide the Indian armed forces with an indigenous, advanced air defence
system capable of neutralizing modern aerial threats.

e To replace ageing systems like the Russian Igla MANPADS.

e Portability: Weighs 20.5 kg and can be shoulder-fired or mounted on a tripod.
e Range: Effective range of 250 meters to 6 kilometres.
e Speed: Maximum speed of Mach 1.5 (1,850 km/h).

e Warhead: Equipped with a 2 kg adaptive proximity fuze for precise target
destruction.

e Target Engagement: Capable of intercepting low-flying drones and aircraft with
reduced thermal signatures.

e Operational Flexibility: Can be deployed in various combat scenarios, including
mountainous and urban terrains.




World Wetlands Day
2025



* The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) organised the World Wetlands Day 2025 celebrations at the
Parvati Arga Ramsar Site, Gonda, Uttar Pradesh (UP) on 2nd February
2025.

* What are the Key Facts Regarding World Wetlands Day 20257
* About:

* |tis observed annually to raise awareness about the importance of
wetlands and marks the adoption of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands in 1971 in Ramsar, Iran.



« Theme for 2025: Protecting Wetlands for our Common Future.

 New Ramsar Sites: Udhwa Lake in Jharkhand, Theerthangal
and Sakkarakottai in Tamil Nadu and Khecheopalri in Sikkim
are included in the list of Ramsar sites.

 These are the first Ramsar Sites of Sikkim and Jharkhand.

« With this, Ramsar sites (Wetlands of International Importance) in
India increased to 89.

 Tamil Nadu continues to have the maximum number of Ramsar Sites
(20 sites) followed by Uttar Pradesh (10 sites).



If a wetland of international importance is brought under the ‘Montreux Record’, what does it
imply?(2014)

(a) Changes in ecological character have occurred, are occurring or are likely to occur in the
wetland as a result of human interference

(b) The country in which the wetland is located should enact a law to prohibit any human
activity within five kilometres from the edge of the wetland

(c) The survival of the wetland depends on the cultural practices and traditions of
certain communities living in its vicinity and therefore the cultural diversity therein should not
be destroyed

(d) It is given the status of ‘World Heritage Site’



Word of the day

Vituperative:

marked by harshly abusive criticism

Synonym: scathing

Usa g€ His emails to him were full of vile and
vituperative language.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/vituperativepro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: Jvitju:pastiv/, /vartju:pistiv/
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