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— Simon Sinek,
Leaders Eat Last

“Leadership is not about being in
charge. It is about taking care of those
in your charge.”

SIMON SINEK
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India ‘protests’ new Chinese counties in Ladakh

India has ‘never accepted’ illegal Chinese occupation
in this area,

Beijing forms 2 new counties in Hotan prefecture

that incorporate territory of India’s Ladakh

SW DELHI

of Brahmapurra,
that flows hrough Aruna-
chal Pra

nd Assam.
ndia has loe a “so- never accept-
Tomn prote- with  ed the llgal Chinese otns
China over the forma-  pation of Indian territory

tion of two counties in the
Hotan prefecture that in-
corporates territory of In-

Speaking to reporters
during the weekly briefing
on Friday, Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) R s
kesperson Randhir Jatswal
Femtinded China that India
“never accepted™ Beljmgs

“illegal f 1n-
dian territory In this area-.

Mob attacks with
police in
Kangpokpi
GuwanATE

A mob sttacked the offices of
the Deputy Commissioner and
Supertendent of Police in
Manipur's Ku-majority

in the district for the past 48
hours.

Congress urges
Centre to focus
on economy

NEW DELHI
The Congress on Friday urged

the current fiscal year
witnessed the “second-slowest
pace” of GST coliection in the.
past three years » PAGE 3

AAP a ‘disaster’
that needs to be
removed: Modi

NEW DELIE
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

reaction from AAP chief Arvind
Kegriwal » PAGE 4

He further stated categori-
cally that India has also
conveyed its “concerns”
about the building a mega
hydro power project in the
upstream Yarlung Tsang-
po, which is the Tibetan

in this area. Creation of
new counties will neither
have a bearing on India’s
long-standing and consis-
tent position rey our
sowvereignty over the area
nor lend legitimacy tw Chi-

The protest from the In-
dian side came after Chi-
nese news agency Xinhua
reported on December 27.
2024 that the authorities in
northwest Xinjiang Uyghur
Aut ous Re; had

declared the formartion of

sovereignty o

He“an County and Hekang
County, in the Hnlsn pre-
fecture. The H

cure contains parts of Aksal
Chin that India accuses
China of occupying and
formation of the two new
countles appears like Belj-
ing firming up administra-

says the Ministry of External Affairs

Frash row: New counties in Hotan will have no bearing on ndia's
the area, says MEA spokesperson. GETTY AGES

tive measures In
region.

India-China meet
The protest from the In-
dian side

Commes againg: the back
drop of the December 18,
2024 meeting between the

Special Representatives for
the border mechanism —

The meeting is to re-
solve the tension that
erupted in eastern Ladakh
in June 2020 that has since
been termed the ‘Galwan

=

In another significant
turn, e, Jalswal categort-
cally speit out India‘s con-
cern on the announced
mega dam project over
Yarlung Tsangpo | the
deep gorges of the eastern
Himalayas that fall under
Chinese control. “As a low-

rough exper
well as diplomatic chan-
nels, our views and con-
cerns to the Chinese side

MEA raises ‘concerns’ over announcement
of mega dam project over Yarlung Tsangpo

over mega projects on riv-
e I ehietr teeritney. aa
Mr. Jais

‘World’s largest d.
Chinese news agency Xin-
hua had earller announced
that Beijing has approved

mated at $137 billion on the

Brahmaputra river in Tibet

close to the Indian border.
The Chinese authorities

signed to be the largest in-
fr.smmmm pro‘ecl in the

Once ructed,
the gigantic dam would
dwarf even the Three Gorg-

hinted that the announce-

ment of the dam w;
communicated to

., 2024. India’s view, Mr.
Jaliwal aaid, was “reiterat.
ed. along with need for

transparency and mnsulr
tation downstre:
countries, following the
latest report™

“The Chinese side has
been urged to ensure that
the interests of down-
stream states of the Brah-
maputra are not harmed
by activities in upstream
areas. We will continue to
monitor and take neces-
sary measures to protect
‘our interests,” said Mr. Jais-
wal.

Scare in the air

Ty s OFRe ks oFog 5 vt i el o S U Pl Qg S ATTLEG bt Gk (Mo o aects
on a flyover on Friday. Traflic was diverted and educational nstitu

" the <ity <entre as a Pracautionary Measure. w PERISAMY

over arrival of
Bhopal waste

BHOPAL

Two men suffered burns
on Friday after they tried
to immolate themselves as
protests erupted during a
call for bandh in Madhya
Pradesh’s Pithampur, a day
after the toxic waste from
the Bhopal gas tragedy in-
cident was moved trom the
defunct Union Carbide fac-
tory to the industrial town_
Chief Minister Mohan

‘New draft policy on
agriculture is worse
than previous laws’

Ter deader aiddressing a prose canference

NEW DELH1

The draft National Policy

arauri protess site in Punjab on Friday. ¢

Provision w ensire mini-
rt prices for
crops or minimum wages

that put any person's Ife in
danger and
would be un-

der the guidance of scien-

He urged people not to
ake any ~Wrong step”.

FULL REPORT
3

on Agr
ral Marketing (NPFAM), re-
leased recently for public
comments by the Union
Agriculture  Ministry, is

rous than the
mm farm laws repealed in

Health Ministry monitoring HMPV outbreak in China

NEW DELSI

The Union Health Ministry
said on Friday that it was
closely monitoring the al-
leged outbreak of Human

i China. Ministry
maintained that while Chi-
rted a

repor rise
respiratory iliness, particu-
larly HMPV, India had not
registered any unusual
sl fs winter resplratory
disease:

Five 3 years after the CO-
VID pandemic, China is ex-
perlencing a surge in
HMPV cases, particularly

ness of breath, with poten-

tal complications like

bronchitis and pneumo-

nia. The country has seen

cases rise i its northern

provinces, Reuters had re-
<t

ported. Cases of HMPV had
been reported in 201112 in
(he U.S., Canada, and Eu-

*The Ministry’s National
Gentre for Disase Control
closely monitoring respl-
ramry and seasonal In-
fluenza cases in the coun-

ernar
e oL

No cause of alarm
Meanwhile, Director-Gen-
eral of Health Services Atul
Goel told presspersons on
Friday that no case of the
respiratory iliness — HMPV
has been reported in the
cousury yet. Stating shat

ters for Disease Control
and Prevention, the

young children,
adults, and people with
wmk&ned immune sys-
e

“Discovered in 2001, the

m
with respiratory syncytial
virus RSV).

Broader use of molecu-
lar diagnostic testing has

itis closel
and seasonal influenza cases in the country. FILEPHOTO

the Unio:
Clasely moattoring news
the possible HMPV
outbreak in China, he ad-
ed that as of now, there
was no cause for alarm.
“HMPV is like any other
respiratory virus that caus-

¥ e elderty and chil
dren,” Goel,
adding man respiratory ill-
nesses are common during

winters and that hospitals
in India are equipped to
deal with them. -Special

not needed
because there are no anti-

According to the Cen-

and awareness of HMPV as
an important cause of u
per and lower respiratory
infection.

Symptoms _commonly
associated with the virus
include , feves, nasal

congestion, and shortness
of breath. Clinical symp-
toms of HMPV infection

rogreas e hronchitls
nia and are si-

respiratory infec-
. The estimated incu-
bation period is three to six
days, and the median dura-
tion of illness can vary de-

‘The HMPV is most likely
rom an infected
person to others through
secretions from coughing
and sneezing, and close
personal contact such as
touching or shaking hands,
touching objects or surfac-
es that have the viruses on
them before touching the
mouth,

5 eyes.

In the US., the HMPV
circulates in distinct an-
nual seasons. HMPV circu-
lation begins in winter and
lasts until or through
spring.

of humhug a fresh agita-
tion on January 9, demand-
e withdraeal of the
NPFAM. The meetings are
expected to pass resolu-
tlons against the policy fra-
mework
The SKM was formed in

for agriculture workers.
c Punj

Chief Minister Bagwant
Mann for rejecting the
NPFAM, the SKM appealed

10 reject the framework as
‘well. The SKM demanded a
democratic discourse in-
volving all stakeholders to
develop an alternative poli-
<y framework to safeguard
the interests of the people
and the country.

S| alleg that the
NPFAM's goal is to Ame-
grate agricultural produc-
ton and marks to
prioritise corporate inter-
ests_over the welfare of
small producers and farm-
ers. It fears that the draft

existing agricultural mar-
keting system and propos-

three la- es its into a
ton deregulating agricul-  unified national market
assed by Par- linked to a value -cen-

tural trade p:
lament in the midst of the
ic. Thousands of
farmers camped along Del-
hi's boundary before the

r draf
implemente:
said, it will ot i
al rights of State govern-
nts and destroy the in-
terests of the farmers,
agricultural workers, petty
producers and small trad-
ers as it does not have any

grate both private and pu-
blic sectors through ad-
vanced technologies such

2s dightal public infrastruc-

lockchaln, and art

dal Inlelllgence the Skt

forms also

thans, of

Ractively allow\ng priv-

ate secior o establish do-

minance over production,

processing, and market-
ing.
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India ‘protests’ new Chinese counties in Ladakh

Beijing forms 2 new counties in Hotan prefecture
that incorporate territory of India’s Ladakh

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia has lodged a “so-
l lemn protest” with

China over the forma-
tion of two counties in the
Hotan prefecture that in-
corporates territory of In-
dia’s Ladakh.

Speaking to reporters
during the weekly briefing
on Friday, Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) spo-
kesperson Randhir Jaiswal
reminded China that India
“never accepted” Beijing’s
“illegal occupation of In-
dian territory in this area”.

Concerns conveyed

He further stated categori-
cally that India has also
conveyed its “concerns”
about the building a mega
hydro power project in the
upstream Yarlung Tsang-
po, which is the Tibetan

name of Brahmaputra,
that flows through Aruna-
chal Pradesh and Assam.

“We have never accept-
ed the illegal Chinese occu-
pation of Indian territory
in this area. Creation of
new counties will neither
have a bearing on India’s
long-standing and consis-
tent position regarding our
sovereignty over the area
nor lend legitimacy to Chi-
na’s illegal and forcible oc-
cupation of the same,” said
Mr. Jaiswal. “We have
lodged a solemn protest
with the Chinese side
through diplomatic chan-
nels,” he said.

The protest from the In-
dian side came after Chi-
nese news agency Xinhua
reported on December 27,
2024 that the authorities in
northwest Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region had
declared the formation of

India has ‘never accepted’ illegal Chinese occupation

in this area, says the Ministry of External Affairs

sovereignty over the area, says MEA spokesperson. GETTY IMAGES

He’an County and Hekang
County, in the Hotan pre-
fecture. The Hotan prefec-
ture contains parts of Aksai
Chin that India accuses
China of occupying and
formation of the two new
counties appears like Beij-
ing firming up administra-

tive measures in the
region.
India-China meet

The protest from the In-
dian side is significant as it
comes against the back-
drop of the December 18,
2024 meeting between the

Special Representatives for
the border mechanism —
National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval and Chinese Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi.

The meeting is to re-
solve the tension that
erupted in eastern Ladakh
in June 2020 that has since
been termed the ‘Galwan
clashes’.

In another significant
turn, Mr. Jaiswal categori-
cally spelt out India’s con-
cern on the announced
mega dam project over
Yarlung Tsangpo in the
deep gorges of the eastern
Himalayas that fall under
Chinese control. “As a low-
er riparian state with esta-
blished user rights to the
waters of the river, we have
consistently  expressed,
through expert-level as
well as diplomatic chan-
nels, our views and con-
cerns to the Chinese side

MEA raises ‘concerns’ over announcement
of mega dam project over Yarlung Tsangpo

over mega projects on riv-
ers in their territory,” said
Mr. Jaiswal.

World’s largest dam
Chinese news agency Xin-
hua had earlier announced
that Beijing has approved
the construction of the
world’s largest dam, esti-
mated at $137 billion on the
Brahmaputra river in Tibet
close to the Indian border.
The Chinese authorities
have approved the con-
struction of the hydel pow-
er project in the lower
reaches of Yarlung Tsang-
po. The mega dam is de-
signed to be the largest in-
frastructure project in the
world. Once constructed,
the gigantic dam would
dwarf even the Three Gorg-
es Dam, which is now con-
sidered to be the largest.
The MEA spokesperson
hinted that the announce-

ment of the dam was not
communicated to India
through official channels
as is the norm in the case
of neighbours sharing ma-
jor rivers and said the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
got to know the informa-
tion through a news report
by Xinhua on December
25, 2024. India’s view, Mr.
Jaiswal said, was “reiterat-
ed, along with need for
transparency and consul-
tation with downstream
countries, following the
latest report.”

“The Chinese side has
been urged to ensure that
the interests of down-
stream states of the Brah-
maputra are not harmed
by activities in upstream
areas. We will continue to
monitor and take neces-
sary measures to protect
our interests,” said Mr. Jais-
wal.




* Protest Against New Chinese Counties:

« ARA o AT & glcd W H ¢ a0 TS¥el o [AH0T & ol
sl TaUeT gof AT g, S HARA & olcgl@ 819 &l A d gl

* These new counties, He’an3—ﬁT Hekang,@ ad H 3Td %, o9 9IRa
3rgrs O & &9 H AT A &1 Ig &1 1962 & Je¥ & g
g O & @I90T 7 gl

+ Historical Context: 37FTS [TeT &l &9 1962 & HRJ-dleT geH h
a1 @ el &2 & o diAT faare &1 7T fog T 2

» Political Impact: AU {STell &7 o el HT IATHIAS Tehs ol Holed
Sl &, 999 &89 & a9 3R d¢ Fahdr gl




Summary in Both Languages (Seamless Integration with Historical, Geographical, Political, and Economic Contexts):

Protest Against New Chinese Counties:

;ﬂg?ﬁﬁ%gﬁtﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ@ﬂa@maﬁm%ﬁm%mmaﬁ%nﬁm
I

These new counties, He'an3-T)T Hekang,@ aF H Ad g, o9 IR mré T & T H 94T AT g1 I§ &8 1962 &
e & qlc @ AT & Ao 7 g

Historical Context: 37T RIS &l &1 1962 & RJI-dIT gcy o §¢ O glar &2l & &g AT faare &1 qeg ﬁg T&T ¢l
Political Impact: AU T3Tcil &7 31T A Fr TAETAS Yehs Sl FAoled T &, GHA &F H dolld AR §¢ Fevell Bl

lllegal Occupation Issue:

IRT & T fhar § & 3T 3l off 53 a9 & T & "398 Fea" I AIAT Adr &

Creation of new counties does not legitimize China’s claims on the disputed area.

Geographical Significance:3-]T=I—'\'=FI'5fr et olcald 3R fassad & &g ya § 3R aERe e & 31cad J-lscdqt\ucl gl

Political Context: Ig Hccl AR $r & WSFIT 3R ARSI HHABN & oot § SE] §3—1T gl




* Concerns Over Mega Dam Project:

» AR & IR AR T (S Rd H FeAYT & AW 8 Sl el &)
W AT & T geesdidesd SH TRASEAT & Ja [dar Fars|

* This dam, estimated at S137 billion, is designed to be the largest infrastructure
project globally.

* Geographical Impact: SicH el Tasaga & [Aarolar %’ IR AR &
3OS 9T 31 393 8 8o 9! &, o 39 9Rd 3R J9deer &
forT Ster & &1 9™ @Fram?ﬁ%"

. Polltlcaland Economlc Concerns: Fr shdol ool 9dlg ol JATIdd
Y Fehell &, Thodh IR & ﬁ—jgr Sollehl | HY 3 [ooTell 3cdiesT W
3 31T STT Gohd! gl

(&




* World's Largest Dam:

-;ﬁ?r?r ?W@W%ﬁmaﬁﬁaﬁaﬁ,mw
137 |

* Once completed, the dam will surpass the Three Gorges Dam and generate
significant energy.

« Environmental Concerns: g IRIISTAT IGT o qIRTEATART TT hl dgel
Wgﬁﬁﬁ??ﬂ_ﬂﬁ{sﬁ arel ollell &hT 3TTSiTdenl I TdX H STol
Hehdll g

» Economic Context: 38 IRITSTI &l Tiel I 4G STAETd Hecarehall3il
3N dec TS US Ugd & 88 o &9 H @I o & &




* India-China Meeting:

- I _fayr 18 fgHeY, 2024 1 AR & TS FLET HellgehR
mﬁmaﬂ?ﬁ?ﬁﬁmrwwzﬁ%aﬁam%mﬂgMI

 The meeting aimed to address the long-standing tensions following the
2020 Galwan clashes.

. g"ﬁ_d%:oi:&gmﬁ?ﬁ%e ;;"‘3'—‘}3@ %Tdﬁ H T :Hg—q”cm‘r

» Political Context: §&eh @1 3662T Jdi olagr@ H ATfd SgTel shiell T,
SIgT gt ¢ & T o gHT ¥ o g g




* Concerns on Water Rights:

+ IR o Th gl deiT ToT & 9 H 39 J™PRT W AR T2
3R T g§ GATRIT el & MIg fohdm fob AT & foverel
SelTehl I JhdTel o &l

* India emphasized the need for transparency and consultation over such
projects that impact shared water resources.

* Geopolitical Significance: sig Y94 S IS STl FaTeell o fSa=or
T Heal AR AR AT & It Sfe Faub 7 v yo@ Il g

* Economic Impact: 316\“‘ olel HdIg H dcdrd %’, r ga CI(\T:IT?IT
HRA T HiY, Seffdedd AR 9IeTe Iqfd A ST HT Hehell g




Health Ministry monitoring HMPV outbreak in China

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
said on Friday that it was
closely monitoring the al-
leged outbreak of Human
Metapneumovirus (HMPV)
in China. The Ministry
maintained that while Chi-
na had reported a rise in
respiratory illness, particu-
larly HMPV, India had not
registered any unusual
spike in winter respiratory
diseases.

Five years after the CO-
VID pandemic, China is ex-
periencing a surge in
HMPV cases, particularly
in children under 14 years
of age. Symptoms include
cough, fever, and short-
ness of breath, with poten-
tial complications like
bronchitis and pneumo-
nia. The country has seen
cases rise in its northern
provinces, Reuters had re-

CM

ported. Cases of HMPV had
been reported in 2011-12 in
the U.S., Canada, and Eu-
rope.

The Ministry’s National
Centre for Disease Control
is closely monitoring respi-
ratory and seasonal in-
fluenza cases in the coun-
try and is in touch with
international  agencies,
noted a senior official.

No cause of alarm
Meanwhile, Director-Gen-
eral of Health Services Atul
Goel told presspersons on
Friday that no case of the
respiratory illness — HMPV
— has been reported in the
country yet. Stating that
the Union government was
closely monitoring news
about the possible HMPV
outbreak in China, he ad-
ded that as of now, there
was no cause for alarm.
“HMPV is like any other
respiratory virus that caus-

Under watch: The Ministry said it is closely monitoring respiratory

and seasonal influenza cases in the country. FILE PHOTO

es flu-like symptoms, most-
ly in the elderly and chil-
dren,” said Dr. Goel,
adding that respiratory ill-
nesses are common during
winters and that hospitals
in India are equipped to
deal with them. “Special

medicines are not needed
because there are no anti-
viral drugs against this.
There are no major cases,
in hospitals or as per In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search data,” he added.
According to the Cen-

ters for Disease Control
and Prevention, the public
health agency of the Unit-
ed States, HMPV can cause
upper and lower respirato-
ry disease in people of all
ages, especially among
young children, older
adults, and people with
weakened immune sys-
tems.

Discovered in 2001, the
HMPV belongs to the Pneu-
moviridae family along
with respiratory syncytial
virus (RSV).

Broader use of molecu-
lar diagnostic testing has
increased identification
and awareness of HMPV as
an important cause of up-
per and lower respiratory
infection.

Symptoms commonly
associated with the virus
include cough, fever, nasal
congestion, and shortness
of breath. Clinical symp-
toms of HMPV infection

may progress to bronchitis
or pneumonia and are si-
milar to other viral infec-
tions that cause upper and
lower respiratory infec-
tions. The estimated incu-
bation period is three to six
days, and the median dura-
tion of illness can vary de-
pending upon severity but
is like other respiratory in-
fections caused by viruses.

The HMPV is most likely
to spread from an infected
person to others through
secretions from coughing
and sneezing, and close
personal contact such as
touching or shaking hands,
touching objects or surfac-
es that have the viruses on
them before touching the
mouth, nose, or eyes.

In the U.S., the HMPV
circulates in distinct an-
nual seasons. HMPV circu-
lation begins in winter and
lasts until or through
spring.



* Monitoring of HMPV Outbreak in China

+ HEIT TAELY AT o Hgl ¢ foh died H TgAT ACHAHARIE (HMPV) &
Yhlg el IR T 37 B 8§

* The Ministry reported that China has seen a rise in respiratory illnesses, particularly
HMPV, especially in children under 14 years of age.

 Symptoms and Impact

« F&TUT H TET, JER, 919 o H doelh, 3R Hdl-al siesiea 3R
AT anfde ¥

* Symptoms include flu-like conditions, fever, nasal congestion, and shortness of breath.

-?:I‘gragwqw-m‘u SFYeT [ATeA arel oM, sedl 3R gofoi &l 38 gaTrfad
T B




e Spread and Characteristics

e HMPV ALY &9 U TohiAd Ilad o T, Sichad AT e
9 T herar g

* It spreads through secretions from infected individuals, close contact,
or touching contaminated surfaces.

* No Cause for Alarm
-HﬁWﬁHMPV$WaﬁWaﬁrgﬁaﬁ§‘é%I

 The Director-General of Health Services, Dr. Atul Goel, assured that
there is no cause for alarm in India.



e Scientific Context

* 2001 H WIS IT HMPV IR—IY
Pneumoviridae IRAR &1 fa&am

el

* Discovered in 2001, HMPV belongs
to the same family as respiratory
syncytial virus (RSV).




* Historical, Geographical, Political, and Economic Points:

1.Historical Context:

1. HMPV 9gell IR 2001 # Ugdell arT AT, 3R T§ GHT HhHAUT HT Teh
HgcdUl ROT §o IRAT &

2. The virus was identified as a significant respiratory pathogen, similar to RSV, over
two decades ago.

2.Geographical Impact:

1.;ﬁ?rﬁHMPvasrqaﬁtr3?|frma’fﬁ3ﬁﬁ$a@TW%, TR 38 o ANGH

I

2. The outbreak is more prevalent in northern provinces of China, typically during the
winter season.




e Political Dimensions:

- Jg TEUTd COVID-19 ABTART & dT divash TaIEey YuTiferam &
Tdshdr 3R AT 1 BEar g

e Post-COVID, this highlights the importance of international monitoring
systems and transparency in managing infectious diseases.

* Economic Implications:
* 3R UG YhIT F3T BT &, dl I§ TAELY [ 3R carsil Hr
AT S6T ThdT g, Toraw 3+ garg g dshdr ¢l

* A large-scale outbreak could strain healthcare systems and increase
economic pressure on affected regions.
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Modi calls AAP a ‘disaster’ that needs
to be removed; Kejriwal strikes back

At the ina

ation of Union

ject

ts. the PM accused the Delhi govt. of corruption: Kejriwal retorts that

the AAP govt. is 'not the one that lays foundation stones only before the election” but focuses on continuous development

NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
PP iiaroiioner
day attacked the

minds to vote for the BJP in
the Deliil Asmembly clec-
tion schedul,

the Union government.

AN M el O S Vi i i oy & coty

attoa

in New Delhi. siav

rahenge (we will not toler-
ate disaster, we will re-
move i0)~, drawing the bat-
tlelines for the high-stakes
lection. He hit out at the
-led Dell ent
— which often refers to it-
self as kattar imandar
(staunchly honest) — as a
kattar beiman (dishonest
to the core) government
that explofted social acti-
wvist Anna Hazare's anti-cor-
ruption movement to
come to power.

from school education to
fighting pollution and liqu-
or trade. peopl
ommit pnun xnd
then glorify k" he aid

‘BJP has no vision®
a press confe-
el ghend g

having control over the af-

srend 36 mimuss afhla 43
nute spee sing the
peoplz oF the capital and
the government they elect-
ed with the largest man-
done5 hse- Kedebural amd 1
e added that he could
tise = hoae of developments.
from education and health
o water and sanitation in
Delhi but the Centre was

gple of Delhl would finally
able to benefit from
schem

Sich as Pradhanmantri Su-

ryaghar Muft Bijli Yojana

and Ayushman Bharat Yo-

jana that would provide
the poor and middle class.

ting on the

prime Minister laying the

foundation stone of 3 col-

years, Mr. Ke)
said: “In these 10 years, 1
built more than 22.000
new classe . three new

IT Ministry notifies draft
rules on data protection law,
seeks feedback by Feb. 18

NEW DELHI

n government on

Modi promised that
2025 wmnld usher in a new

colleges and six university
cam - Our -
ment is a working govern-
ment, not the one that only
lays foundation stones be-
fore elections.”

In a veiled attack at the
former Chief Minister, Mr.
Modi said he could ako
have built a sheesh mahal

isuse and

penalise firms that violate
data protection principles.
It is open for public
until February I8,

The draft specifies the

Data must be deleted
ifa user is not social

an ext
of time. say rules

they're collecting, why
& tos

necessary to enable the Da-
ta Principal to give specific
and informed consent for
the processing of her per-
sonal data™.

Consent managers
The draft also provides for
the registration of so-called

protect personal data in lts

under its
sy ‘aking reason.
able security safc
P per: data

ata Protec-
ton Bna.rd of India, which
is et 1o be set up, should
be informed, the rules say.

m
providing 48 hours

e notice and tme to
Sop dcesion.

Children’s data
For minors, “appropriate

government-sponsored in- He accused the AAP of fairs of the csplm] “If the of a new politics focused (glass palace) for himself nature of the notice that benefits, the draft says. Da- wverifiabl consent of the
re p. ects,  making false promises BIP h y work in ilding and pu-  but his dream was to en- | data fiduciaries must pro-  ta colles pzmm is obtained before
raised the slogan ~A indulging in corruption in  the capital, M Modi  blic welfares Mr. M sure homes for everyone in ide users when collecting  purposes is also exempt. ssing of personal
ko nahi sahenge, badal kar ~ numerous sectors ranging would not have had to  said. He added that the pe-  the country. thelr data: what data A data fiduciary “shall dnao(ar_hﬂld."lsays
Frashont EPFO completes BJP to launch two-week Senior bureaucrat
suppord’t o | rollout (t?f centra!lised campaign on Constitution Faiz Ahrne(tl‘ K}dwai
BPSC protest
p system for pensioners | Ambedkar from January 11 is new chief of DGCA
o e s s e | e i purien — T ———
J.n Snrzj Parry (SP) foun- mative initiative ef NEW DELHI l‘rom january 1 till Repu- ty wanted a v

on Fri-

day ontimied his evdeft
Geath for the

Fr day in

The

Fund Organisation (EPFO)
has fullscale
of the new

Patna seeking cancellation
of 70th Bihar Public Ser-
vice Commission (Bpsc)

Centralised Pension Pay-
ments System (CPPS) to
provide PF pensions under

(nmpeme xsnnunmen
(CCE;

muowmg o aleged paper
teak.

Pl 4 dvins 0l
Mr. Kishor

from BPSC candidates and
‘many others who gathered
at the spot under Gandhi
Statue i Gandhi Maidan

re.The protesting can

dates shouted the Sogan

wa Sake, sarkar Ni-
kammi Hal (The govern-
ment cannot
conduct  re-exam
useless)

The JSP leader sat on a
fast on January 2 evening
with five demands, which

employed youth in the 18-
5 age group as promised
by Chief Minister Nitish Ku-

ast 10 years along with the
action taken against cul
prits, and the action taken
against officers responsible
for lathi -charge on stu-
den:s in Patna on Decem-

ms.des. there is also a
demand for implementa-
ton of a domi

ensure that at least two-
thirds share of government
jobs are given to the youth
of Bihar.

ension
Cheme (EPS). Pension
worth 21,570 crore, for De-

ary said on Friday.

The pilot of the CPPS
was completed in October
2024 In

up in Novernber 2024 in 24
regional offices. Announc-

Hours aner the wgss

biic Day on January 26, and
will focus on districts with
of

Castes

the need for physical verifi-
cation visits and simplifies

vices and conve-
nience, tr: cy, and
efficiency for our pension-

the B on
Pr!day announced that it
would launch its own two-

almed at positing itself as a
rical foree that truly un-
importance

Congress
Imched its ~Jai Bapu, Jai
cam-

Three BJP leaders — Vi-

suy

campaign, with Mr. Tawde

named as iss convener.
The BJP will organise

es in at least SO
ing

sources said. Different
the parcy will also
reach out to students to

tution has become particu-
larly sensitive for the BIP
th

. inchuding

cured
Jority along with its allies.

Shah’s speech
‘The Winter Sesslon saw a
debate on India’s constitu-
tonal Journey. dunng
which the and
other Oppa&iﬂnn parties
setzed on a part of Union
Home Minister Amit Sh;\h'&
speech to accuse him
sulting Dr. Aonbedicar. M.

Director-General (D-G) of

the Directorate General of

Givil Aviation (DGCA).
Currently an additional

Commitree of the
his

Faiz Ahmed Kidwai

DC. Sharma, was assigned
the additional dnxge of

the DG
The top official has the
usk before bim of resoly-

etween
aitiines and pilots over the
latter's duty and
norms. The new rules an-
nounced in 2024 increased
y rest for pilots from
36 hours to as

from the cockpit crew over

ing the successful rollout, inin; , Jai e serting that it is the Con- | charge tober 2I. In  mounting fatigue as well as
Union Labour Minister agreements palgn oo Friday. campaign during last  gress ma: has lepeaued.ly the interim, a joint-DG le-  instances of deaths of pi-
Mai viya three to four bani es sald its nation- year's Lok Sabha election nsukted Dn wel official at the DGCA, lots while on duty.
Hazy mornings

Aman walks inside a park amid snow and dense fog in Srinagar on Friday. FOE hit FIZht 0perations at the SINAZar MPOrt. MRRN NISSAR

‘Constructive criticism of SC verdicts vital for growth’

NEW DELHI

Retiring Supreme Court
Judge Justice C.T. Raviku-
mar on Friday sald con-
structive criticism of Su-

that the people of India
are, after all, the guardians
of the js .

‘public im-

theu should be

preme Court judgments of
publi be any
while noting
cm
x

if the jud-
iciary was the guardian of
the ~ Constitution, who

should keep an eye on the
Judges but the public.

on January 6.

1960, in Kerala's Peerma-
Justice  Ran

and commenced his prac-
tice at Mavelikara courts,
before Ker-

ala High Court.
He was a

additior

High Court on January 5,

inted as an
of

Vande Bharat sleeper trains
see top speed of 180 kmph
after multiple trials in 3 days

NEW DELEHI
The Vande Bharat sleeper
train has achieved a peak
following mul
ple triaks in the last three
days.
“The trials will

till this month end before

the facility is made availa-
ble to the rail commuters,”

shared by Union Railway
AMinister Ashwini Vaishnaw

on X a neas w
brim glass of water aija-

a mobéle on

face inside a vm Bh}
rat sleeper train. The water
tevel

Rohal Khurd to Kota and

Scaling up: The Vande Bharat sieeper trains are
features lie sutomatic doors and

touched the peak speed of
180 km per hour.

Rohal
Mahla  sections.
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o add
the lralns for full passenger
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sleeper coaches  while
achieving the peak speed
of 180 kmy/hour.

With these successful
trials, commuters can
hope for a comfortable tra-




Vande Bharat sleeper trains
see top speed of 180 kmph
after multlple trialsin 3 days

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Vande Bharat sleeper
train has achieved a peak
speed of 180 kilometres
per hour following multi-
ple trials in the last three
days.

“The trials will continue
till this month end before
the facility is made availa-
ble to the rail commuters,”
the Ministry of Railways
said in a statement. A video
shared by Union Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
on X shows a nearly full to
brim glass of water adja-
cent to a mobile on a plain
surface inside a Vande Bha-
rat sleeper train. The water
level remains static as the
moving train achieves near
constant peak speed of 180
km per hour. The post
came after third day of suc-
cessful trials, in which the
train in its loaded condi-
tion touched the peak
speed.

A day earlier on January
1, the sleeper train on Wed-
nesday went through a 40-
km long trial run between
Rohal Khurd to Kota and

Scaling up: The Vande Bharat sleeper trains are designed with
features like automatic doors and WiFi services. FILE PHOTO

touched the peak speed of
180 km per hour. On the
same day, peaks of 170 km/
hr and 160 km/hr were
achieved on Kota-Nagda
and Rohal Khurd-Chau
Mahla sections. “These
trials will continue for the
month of January under
the supervision of RDSO,
Lucknow,” railway officials
said, referring to the Re-
search Designs and Stan-
dards Organisation
(RDSO).

Officials said the real
challenge for the Railways
was to add berths and test
the trains for full passenger
and luggage load condi-
tions in order to convert
them into Vande Bharat

sleeper coaches while
achieving the peak speed
of 180 km/hour.

With these successful
trials, commuters can
hope for a comfortable tra-
vel experience in long-dis-
tance like Kashmir to Kan-
niyakumari, Delhi to
Mumbai, Howrah to Chen-
nai and other routes.
“They will benefit as travel
time will come down con-
siderably. The current av-
erage speed of Mumbai-
Delhi travel is 90 km/hr
with maximum permissi-
ble speed of 140 km/h for
Tejas Rajdhani Express,
which is the fastest among
all Rajdhani train services,”
officials said.

A IN-X



* Here’s the summary in both languages seamlessly from the article along
with historical, geographical, political, and economic perspectives:

* Vande Bharat Sleeper Trains Achieve 180 km/h Speed

+ d¢ HRA TR ¢of o 180 Tohelldlex 9fq wer &1 ofiy arfq grider
I, N ddlldl{ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%aﬁgml

* The trials, conducted under the supervision of the Research Designs and
Standards Organisation (RDSO), showcased the train’s ability to maintain
stability even at high speeds.




* Here’s the summary in both languages seamlessly from the article
along with historical, geographical, political, and economic
perspectives:

* Vande Bharat Sleeper Trains Achieve 180 km/h Speed

. d¢ ARG TR ¢oT oF 180 forelider ufay ger & oy a1fy
g1 o, a’rmﬂaweh?rﬁa‘ra:aa—éqﬁaﬂvﬁa:mgml

* The trials, conducted under the supervision of the Research Designs
and Standards Organisation (RDSO), showcased the train’s ability to
maintain stability even at high speeds.

* Key Features and Trials:

- U A3 A fe@rar o foh d¢ R ¢of A Ul & e
:glm@?ﬂ{sl STafk & 180 fRHl/aer &7 Ifd & Tol W@
|

* The train also achieved speeds of 170 km/h on the Kota-Nagda route '
and 160 km/h on the Rohal Khurd-Chau Mahla section during trials.

* These tests were conducted on fully loaded conditions, ensuring the/
train can handle both passenger and luggage weight effectively.

> 4




* Benefits for Passengers:

» gWhel TRIETOT & AT, mﬁﬁaﬁaﬁrq&@rwé\ﬁww

¥ FediHAN, feedt @ Ha 3R gasT ¥ doads H IRHCIS
EGEC) rerem|

. Travelers can expect reduced travel time, with current speeds for
Mumbai-Delhi routes (90 km/h average) expected to improve
significantly.



* Challenges for Railways:

- 3 & flv &g Il Tl sl # 99 3R 1A 3T
I STTEAT r AT HAT AT

* The goal is to transform these trains into efficient long-distance
options, surpassing the speeds of Tejas and Rajdhani Express trains.




* Historical, Geographical, Political, and Economic Points:

1.Historical Context:

1. d¢ HRA TFAIH I AR I ggell Facell QH-gre-¥dIs ¢ & &9 H
IESIEGRET IR I

2. This initiative is a continuation of India's efforts to modernize its rail infrastructure
since independence.

2.Geographical Impact:

1. These trains aim to connect major metropolitan cities and remote regions,
improving accessibility across the country.

z.wﬁfﬁﬁrﬁwﬁaﬁm*%magmmwaﬁm@
I



Political Significance:

This development aligns with the government’s ‘Make in India’ initiative and emphasizes
self-reliance in critical sectors.

Tg iﬂé;ﬁﬁm HRA &l TNETAT 3R AT o8 & foT veh Agea Ul
|

Economic Implications:

Faster trains will boost tourism, reduce logistical costs, and improve business
connectivity.

dof AT arell ¢l SIOR 31 9ded &1 serar &3, forad 3« [Qera grem|

With reduced travel times, industries can better connect with urban and rural markets.
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MHA: India’s recalculated
coastline up 48% in 53 yrs

Umamaheswara.Rao
@timesofindia.com

Visakhapatnam: India’s
coastline expanded by 47.6 %
in just over five decades —
from 7,516km in 1970 to
11,098km in 2023-24 — with
states like West Bengal, Gu-
jarat and Goa adding signifi-
cantly to their shoreline, ac-
cording to an MHA report
based on new terms of refe-
rence for measuring coastal
accretion and erosion.
Gujarat’s recalculated co-
astline contributed the most
tothisgrowth—from1,214km
in 1970 to 2,340km in the past

NEW PARAMETERS

> While earlier method relied
on straight-line distance,

new one factors in complex
coastal formations such as
bays, estuaries and inlets

» Tamil Nadu’s coast, with a
revised length of 1,068km, has
overtaken Andhra (1,053km)

> Puducherry’s coastline
shrinks 4.9km, a departure
from general upward revision

53 years. West Bengal’s was
the highestrise in percentage
terms—up 357% to 721km.

pContinuedonP9
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 Air India, part of the Tata Group,

has become the first Indian airline '
to offer in-flight Internet on
domestic flights.
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From the sky to the ground and back

e ——
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On the ground data is routed through standard channels. The response then travels the process in
reverse, explaining the typically slow Internet speeds typical on aircraft

CAN YOU MAKE CALLS FROM THE SKY?

WHILE technically possible, it depends on airlines and
country-specific civil aviation ions. Lufthansa hassaid
that Internet telephony applications such as Skype, too, are
“not allowed out of considerationfor other passengers”.

AIR INDIA has not said whether Internet-based voice calls

will be allowed, but it is learnt that such calls are not
permitted. Voice notes using instant messaging
applications like WhatsApp can be sent.

Graphic: Komal



 About In-Flight Internet:

 What it is: In-flight Wi-Fi provides passengers with Internet
connectivity during flights, enabling access to online services like
browsing, streaming, and messaging.

e How it works:

* Technology used: Two primary systems — Air-to-Ground (ATG) and Satellite-
Based Connectivity.

* ATG: Uses antennae under the aircraft to connect with ground cellular towers. Suitable
for regions with dense tower networks.



e Satellite-Based:

e Uses antennae on top of the aircraft to communicate with satellites,
ensuring wider coverage, especially over oceans and remote areas.

* Signal Transmission: Devices connect to in-cabin Wi-Fi antennae.

 Signals pass through an onboard server. For satellite systems, signals
move from the server to satellites, then to ground stations, and back
via the same route.

* For ATG systems, signals travel directly between the aircraft and
ground cellular towers.



* Features and Benefits:

* Enhanced Passenger Experience: Browsing, streaming, and connecting with
the world mid-air.

* Convenience: Integration with existing airline portals for seamless
connectivity.

* Flexibility: Compatibility with multiple devices.




 Limitations of In-Flight Wi-Fi:Slower Speeds: Typically, slower than ground-based
Internet due to technological constraints.

* High Costs: Expensive equipment installation and maintenance for airlines, with
potential charges for passengers.

* Limited Coverage: ATG technology struggles over large water bodies or remote areas




Project VISTAAR



* |IT Madras has partnered with the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare to launch Project
VISTAAR (Virtually Integrated
System to Access Agricultural
Resources)




About Project VISTAAR:

What it is: A digital platform designed to enhance
agricultural extension services, making critical

information and start-up innovations accessible to
farmers.

Ministry involved: Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare in collaboration with IIT Madras.




* Objectives:

* Digitalise the agricultural extension system to improve efficiency and
outreach.

* Provide farmers access to start-up-driven innovations and
technologies in agriculture and allied sectors.

* Enhance adoption of sustainable and climate-resilient farming practices







Ramesh Chand Committee




* The Indian government has formed an 18-member expert
panel, led by NITI Aayog member Ramesh Chand, to revise
the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) and explore a transition to a
Producers’ Price Index (PPI).




°
.........

About Wholesale Price Index (WPI):

What it is: WPI measures changes in the prices of
goods sold and traded in bulk at the wholesale

level. It is a key indicator of inflationary trends in
the economy.

Released by: The Office of Economic Advisor,

Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion,
Ministry of Commerce and Industry.




Aim:

Track supply and demand dynamics in industries.

o
b

Provide a measure of wholesale inflation in the economy. Align
with other economic indicators like GDP.

0



* Key Features:

* Base Year: Updated to 2011-12 in the current series, under revision to 2022-
23.

* Number of Items: Tracks prices of 697 items, including 117 primary items, 16
fuel and power items, and 564 manufactured products.

» Excludes: Services sector (unlike CPI, which includes both goods and
services).




WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX




e Advantages of PPl Over WPI:

Industry-Centric Inflation Measurement: Captures price changes from the

perspective of producers, providing an early signal of inflation trends.

Focus on Production Stages: Reflects price shifts before goods and services

reach consumers, aiding better policy decisions.

International Alignment: Adheres to the System of National Accounts (SNA),

making it more suitable for global economic comparisons.

Broader Scope: Includes services, unlike WPI, which is restricted to goods.

Global Adoption: Has replaced WPI in many countries as a more precise tool for

measuring economic activity.



Mubarak
Manzil Palace




* The 17th-century Mubarak
Manzil, or Aurangzeb’s Haveli, a
Mughal heritage site in Agra, was
largely demolished, allegedly by a
builder with official collusion,
despite state archaeological
protection.







About Mubarak Manzil Palace

Built by: Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb after
his victory at the Battle of Samugarh.

Located in: Agra, near the Yamuna River.




The 17th-century Mubarak Manzil, or Aurangzeb’s Haveli, a Mughal heritage site

History: Initially served as a residence for key Mughal figures, including Shah
Jahan and Aurangzeb. Renamed by Aurangzeb to commemorate his triumph.

Modified during British rule, functioning as a customs house and salt office. Later
became a goods depot for the East Indian Railway.

Agra, was largely demolished, allegedly by a builder with official collusion,
despite state archaeological protection.



 Architectural Features:

* Red sandstone base with arched lower floors and Mughal
minarets.

* Reflects a blend of Mughal and British architectural styles.

* Known for its intricate detailing, as documented in Archibald
Carlyle’s 1871 report.




Norovirus




* Recently a surge in the outbreak of Norovirus has been
detected in parts of the United States.

 About

* Norovirus, often called the stomach flu or stomach bug, is a
highly contagious virus causing vomiting and diarrhea.







.........

Transmission: Norovirus spreads rapidly
through multiple routes; direct

contact, by consumption of contaminated
food or liquids & aerosolised

particles released by an infected person.

Symptoms: vomiting, diarrhea, and
stomach pain and nausea




Banana Cultivation




* India has seen a tenfold increase in banana exports over the
past decade, aiming for S1 billion in exports within the next
five years.




Banana Cultivation

About: Bananas are a major horticultural
crop.

Geographical Condition: It evolved in the
humid tropical regions of Southeast Asia,
with India being one of its centers of origin.




Today, bananas are grown in warm tropical regions worldwide, between 30°N and
30°S of the equator. It needed deep, rich loamy soil.

Major varieties: Dwarf Cavendish, Robusta, Monthan, Poovan, Nendran, etc.

Cultivated areas: Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Kerala, Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Telangana, and Uttar Pradesh.
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* What is the key objective of Project VISTAAR launched by IIT Madras
and the Ministry of Agriculture?

SIS Ao 3N F HAer g@anr & Fr a1 aRANsr
EEGUES!

FT HEZ 3682 FIT 87

* A. Promote dlgltal education for farmers / fFaET & v RBfeea
fram F Ferar
B. Digitize the agricultural extension system /EFﬁ' faearr gorel &1
feforeelienor &Te

C. Enhance exports of agricultural products / H-Tﬁ' 3cUTel & A

afr Jerar el
D. Develop high-yield crop varieties / 3TI 39aT dTell B et
ST AT 3T




* What is the base year for the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) revision
planned by the Ramesh Chand Committee? ‘
AL T AT GIRT AT & dgd U Hed gaahish (WPI) &
foIT 3MYR ay a7 872

* A. 2004-05
B.2011-12
C. 2022-23
D. 2025-26




* What is the architectural significance of the Mubarak Manzil Palace?

AR AfSTel HAgel ol e RIedT [aIydr &1 §7?

 A. Built entirely with white marble / qc\ff g ¥ %c HITATAT &

B. Reflects a blend of Mughal and British architectural styles / Halel
AR fafeer agfedr dfeat w1 Asor qefar @

C. Contains the Iargest dome in India / ARd q 999 CE]) ?Iﬁ?.\"
AT &

D. Known for its underground tunnels / 379<Y HfAITT YR & fow
ﬁ LN )

~




* What is the projected target for India's banana exports over the next

five years?
%-I?Tgrqm dﬁﬁ%%éﬁ%ﬁ'ﬂ‘rﬁwwﬁﬁﬂ&u c2
?
* A. S500 million
B. $750 million
C. $S1 billion
D. S2 billion



 Which virus is known as the stomach flu and has caused recent
outbreaks in the United States?

hlel ET IAE ﬁ‘c’tFarél?TCrﬁrdldl ST & AR gioT ar &
FIFT T HANST 7 $HS JHlT ¢ T 7

e A. Norovirus / ARIETEAH
TgTHYTE

B. HMPV /

C. RSV / 3TRTHd!

D. Rotavirus /




* What myth is debunked about adding salt to water?
il H dH% STl d Jad i A7 AR r @rier fhar
IAT §72

* A. It makes water freeze faster / Ig 9Tl I dail & STHTAT %‘

B. It makes water boil faster / dg gl Y deit @ 3drerdr %’
C. It prevents water from boiling / I§ 9Teil &1 3dclat & Jhdl %

D. It decreases the boiling temperature / I§ 39Tl & dTIHTT Y
HH FIAT &




* What is the estimated cost of China’s mega dam project on the Yarlung
Tsangpo River?

AR THETIT TaT 9T ATl I HIM SH IRATSTAT I 3TAT AT

oIl T 872

* A. S50 billion
B. $100 billion
C. $137 billion
D. $200 billion




* Which type of Internet connectivity does Air India now offer on
domestic flights?

33T 319 8] 33TAT W il HT YR AT 5eTaAe
aﬁlﬁaﬁﬁuqld T &2

* A. Fiber-based Internet / BISaX 3R Eﬁﬁ?
B. Air-to-Ground and Satellite-Based Connectivity / U‘&'IT—E—UJ'B'S' IR
Heemse 3raRa FafFefQd
C. Cellular Tower Networks Only / &ael m ZlaY deds
D. High-Speed Fiber Optics / 3T i WIW ATy




* What major challenge was identified for Vande Bharat sleeper trains
during trials?

&0 & GRIeT d¢ HRA TlldR ¢oll o folT HET Taldl &
UgTAT IS? >0

* A. Passenger comfort at high speeds / 3= 9T 9T ITI3AT &Y
glaer
B. Stability of the train / ¢oT T T&UXdT
C. Arrangement of berths and luggage storage / ¥ R g
$TSRUT &I cqa&dT

D. Connectivity issues on long-distance routes / el a,:fr & AT W
C I ETAT AR E R 1LY




* What technology is primarily used in satellite-based in-flight Internet

stems?
ﬁ/ CATSC MR $A-FeliSe ScXeic [AFeH H AT &7 F Al
Y Teheileh T 39AIT fohaT STaT §72

* A. Cellular Towers / m ALK
B. Ground Stations and 3atellites / AT38 TeAd 3R ﬁﬂ?-l‘l%??\q'

C. Fiber Optics / BISdY AfeeTq
D. Microwave Transmission / Iﬂgﬁ?ﬁa mﬁr&rrr




* Importance :Bananas are a popular, nutritious fruit rich in
carbohydrates, vitamins (especially B vitamins), and minerals
like potassium, phosphorus, calcium, and magnesium. They
are easy to digest, fat-free, and cholesterol-free.




Myth : The Mona Lisa was
famous from the start.

Truth: The Mona Lisa gained fame after it was stolen
from the Louvre in 1911, sparking global media
attention.
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