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(( The way to
get started is
to quit talking
and begin doing. ))

—Walter E. Disney
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Select Central staff can opt
for Old Pension Scheme

Govt. allows one-time option for those who

for

advertised before Dec. 22, 2003, the

NEW DELMI

n a significant dec-
sion, the govermment
has decided o give a
one-time option o select
Central government em-

Decem
22, 2003, the day the Na-
tional Pension =
(NPS) was notified. but
joined service in 2004,
when the NPS came into ef-

O e
e, mhich 15 taas oo, &

Sring
0 is wested i annuRes,

Pension Scheme was notified, but joined service in 2004, when NPS came into effect

don-ruled States sn(h as
Chhartisga
Jharkhan,

Sangma to form govt. in
Meghalaya; Rio will lead
Nagaland with BJP help

GUWARATI

The Natsonal People’s Par-
ty (NPP) on Friday over-

that they would restore the | came a hiccup in forming
ops. the next government in
Meghalaya. In Nagaland,
Official cites the Nationali i
A senioe ent offi- | Progr NDEP)

governm,
cial told The Hindu that the
decision was o ad-

ment faced on the Issue.
“There were ha

of litigations in  courts

acrass the country, the go-

vernment did not win a

employees ensolled under
the NPS as ined
vice on ar after January 1,

2004
The order will also be

al‘pbtahle to the Central credited to the General
Police Forces  Provide: GPF) of
Em-  thei

(CM’I')

available o which & taweed single case. Through court
orders, omcials
were gett benefit, we

ser  ployees have time ol Au- decided s isme

The Bharatiya Janata
has

maintained that restora-
tlon of the old system will
cause unnecessary fin.

cial burden on the govern-
ment while several Opposi-

BJP's Manik Saha staked
his to form the go-
vernment in Tripura.
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Unilon Eame
ah are ex-
pected to attend the cath-
Meghalaya witnessed a
brief drama after NPP chibef
Conrad K. a met Go-
vernor l‘ha‘\l Chauhan in
Shillong in the morming to

form the next government

Overcoming hurdtes: Meghalaya Chisf Minister Conrad K Sangma
speaking 1o the media in Shillong on Friday. 4

Mr. Conrad Sangma pa-

CM and Trinamool Con-

were not with the NPP. The
Trinamool had won five of

the 55 seats ® contested.

IN BRIEF

i
Democracy under
attack, says Rahul

NEW DELH
Incian democracy & under
threat and several Opposition
leadors, including himscif, are
being sncoped upon by using
Iseaes sprymare Py Sormer
Congress chief Rahul Gandte
toid a group of students

during 3 tecture at Cambadge
University o Page &

Confusion over
EPFO link: CITU
NEW DELIS

The OITU has written to
the Contral Prowident Fund

form the
sasd, pointing out that 29
was not the majority mark
in 3 60-member House.

comTINuED ON
»PAGE &

mmediate intervention a3
pensioners are facig practcal
problems whike using the fnk
provided by EPFO 1o axercise
the option for higher pensicn
benctzs » Page &

* Karnataka BJP MLA
booked after son held
for accepting bribe

BENGALURL

Karnataka BJP MLA Madal
Virupakshappa has been
named the accused
in the bribery case involv-
ing his son, Prashanth,
who was arrested after be-
ing caught red-handed ac-
cepting 2 bribe of T40 kikh
alleperily oo bebalf of his
father on Tha

The police then reco-
vered ¥6.1 crore from Mr.
Prashanth’s residence in
Bengaluru and ¥1.62 crare
from the MLA's office, tak-

vention of Corruption Act.

Mr. Virupakshappa has
resigned as the chalrman
of Karnataka Soaps and

As rumours set off
panic, T.N. govt. seeks

to pacify migrants

without any threat

at the behest of Chief Mi-
nister Basavaraj Bommal
Facing arrest

The MLA now faces the
threat of arrest. Holed up
in an undisclosed location,

Falds and serve a notios 1o

I Vi o pre-
sent himself for question-
ing in the case. “We will
take 3 call on his arrest
soon,” 2 senior affscer said.

With sl
a section of Bihar politi-
clans  triggering  panic
among Hindl-speaking la-
bourers clalming they were
being targeted in Tamil Na-
dus, the government and in-
dustrialists  on  Frday
stepped In to assure the mi-
grants of thelr safecy.
Ackn

owledging  that
workers from nosth India
were integral to the deve-
Jopment of infrastructure

States  were  working
“peacefully and efcently

The district administra-
tions in Coimbatore and Ti-
ruppur, where a large
number of migrant work-
ers are employed, issued
appeals in Hindl urging the
workers not to panic.
Helplines set up
District Collectors and In-
dustrial associations also

workers were taken in by
the rumours and wanted to
leave for thetr hometowns.

comuTIMUED oM
»PAGES

Kerala girl on World Hearing Day poster

Rizw:

a finalvear MBBS student who underwent cochlear i

that early

n scl

C Mava
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

music of rain and the
Joyous twitter of birds in
ing. She dsd

e
that hearing her mothers
woice for the first time can
bring her suc!

cochlear implant opened
up for Ms. Rt
was barn with hearing

impatrment, was nothing
shoet of

with confidence.
P

can save

Rizmana aspires to Be an ENT surgeon.

A final-year MBBS
student at the Government
Bsedical College Hospital,
Koctayam, Ms. Rizwana is
a living example that early
n screening and
consistent interventions
can save many =
impaired children from
being disabled for life

It is Ms. Rizwana’s story
that WHO India has
chosen to put on #s poster
on Workl Hearing Day
arch 3) o send. out this
powerful message ©

.

It was the
determination and grit of
her parents — Abdul

@

neation as a chil
children from being disabled for life

proves

Rasheed and Sabitha o(

Mannanchery, Alappa

— that made & ¢ possible. [or
and

for cochlear lmplantation.
Her bearing

impairmen was identified

when she was 3 year okl

Her parents hiad no > idea

abou

implankation at the tme

was done at the age of six,
her bearing was restored

ENT surgeon one day.
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Select Central staff can opt
for Old Pension Scheme

Govt. allows one-time option for those who applied for jobs advertised before Dec. 22, 2003, the

day National Pension Scheme was notified, but joined service in 2004, when NPS came into effect

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

n a significant deci-
l sion, the government
has decided to give a
one-time option to select
Central government em-
ployees to migrate to the
0Old Pension Scheme (OPS).
The employees should
have applied for jobs ad-
vertised before December
22, 2003, the day the Na-
tional Pension System
(NPS) was notified, but
joined service in 2004,
when the NPS came into ef-
fect. The option is available
to the Central government
employees enrolled under
the NPS as they joined ser-
vice on or after January 1,
2004.

The order will also be
applicable to the Central
Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) personnel. Em-

Old vs New

A look at the difference between the old and the

new pension schemes

Old Pension Scheme

mThe scheme guarantees
a life-long income, post-
retirement

mGovernment bears the
expenditure incurred
on the pension

mUnder the scheme,
a monthly payment
is assured, where
the amount is
equivalent to

50% of the last
drawn salary

National Pension Scheme

m|tis a participatory scheme,
where employees contribute
to their pension corpus from
their salaries, with matching
contribution from the government

mThe funds are invested in
earmarked investment schemes
through Pension Fund Managers

mOn retirement, 60% of the
corpus, which is tax-free, is
withdrawn while the remaining
40% is invested in annuities,
which is taxed

ployees have time till Au-
gust 31 to opt for the OPS.

The employees’ contri-
bution to the NPS will be
credited to the General
Provident Fund (GPF) of
the individual.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party-led government has
maintained that restora-
tion of the old system will
cause unnecessary finan-
cial burden on the govern-
ment while several Opposi-

tion-ruled States such as
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand and Himachal
Pradesh have announced
that they would restore the
OPS.

Official cites litigations
A senior government offi-
cial told The Hindu that the
decision was taken to ad-
dress the vast gamut of liti-
gations that the govern-
ment faced on the issue.

“There were hundreds
of litigations in courts
across the country, the go-
vernment did not win a
single case. Through court
orders, individual officials
were getting benefit, we
decided to issue general in-
structions for the benefit of
all eligible officials,” said
the official.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8



Old vs New

A look at the difference between the old and the

new pension schemes

Old Pension Scheme National Pension Scheme

mThe scheme guarantees
a life-long income, post-
retirement

mGovernment bears the
expenditure incurred
on the pension

mUnder the scheme,
a monthly payment
is assured, where

m|tis a participatory scheme,
where employees contribute
to their pension corpus from
their salaries, with matching
contribution from the government

mThe funds are invested in
earmarked investment schemes
through Pension Fund Managers

the amount is
equivalent to
50% of the last
drawn salary

®On retirement, 60% of the
corpus, which is tax-free, is
withdrawn while the remaining
40% is invested in annuities,
which is taxed




Comparisonof New & Old Pension Scher

p—
| S.N. Details Old Pension Scheme NPS
o1 |Contributionof Nil 10% of Basic + DA
Employee +RA-NPA
02 | Pension guarantee Yes by Govt. No
03 | Amount of Pension 50% of last Pay As per share price
04 | Pensiondecide by Government Share Market /
PFMs
05 | On Price rise Dearness Relief given | Nil
06 | Amount of Up to 40% allowed Nil
Commutation
o7 | PF Eligibility Yes No
08 PF withdrawal PF Temp: withinisyears | Tier-I Nil, Tier-2
PF Final: After 15 years withdrawable
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New Pension Scheme vs Old
Pension Scheme | Learn With...
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From Page One
One-time chance to opt

for Ol1d Pension Scheme

The Department of Pension and " Wed-
« V) held i ‘with the

Ministries of Finance and Law and enits

dmendm nd nu-;onnel nnd reached a con-
sensus 10 option
switch 1o zhe oS, In 2mo The DEPW mave one-

a proposal to issue a general circul
benefit of the judgments to snmihﬂy placed em-
ployees. Unioa Minister of State for Personnel Ji-
on Friday.

ho will be co-

“The govern-

ployees and 60,32,768 FOVEITUnent em-
ployees have enrolled under the NPS. Except West
rggal, all States had implemented the NPS.

Democracy is under
attack, Oppn. leaders
Rahul

being spied on:

Az a lecture in the University of Cambridge, Congress leader says he was
snooped upon using Pegasus spyware and dissent was being curtailed

1 have been
NEw DELII called by
intelligence officers who

ndian democracy W25 say please be careful of
eral Opposition lead- what you say on the
ers, mcluding _himself, e as we are
vere being d upon recording the stuff
y using Israeli spyware L GANDSHE

of students at Cam-
Bridee Catversity.
Mr. Gandhi's lecture 2t

had Pegasus on my

1 have been called by ol
ligence officers who say
please be careful of what

delivered on l-‘ebnn.ry 28,

was shared on er by )vusa)mlhephomras-v
Congress leader Sam e, e recording the stuff,” he
da on Friday. clalmed.

“Indian democracy is The former Congress
under pressure under  president cited key aspects
artack. institutional  of the alleged assault on

frameuvork which s re-
quired for a democr
‘free pross, the

democracy:

Conrad K. Sangma to
form govt. in Meghalaya

»r Mukul Sangma held a meeting with the lead-

cach from the BJP and HSPDP and cwo indepen-
denes, we bave the suppoct of X2 MLA=!
said. But the devel

Anocher cwist when HSPDE president K.P. Pang-
niang and secretary P. Ryntathiang wrote to Mr.
Conrad Sangma saying the party had not author-
ised its “two MLAS to lend support

N:g.l.Lu:d former Chief Mr.n:sterR. ZA.-Elns
said. “Our party president,
convened a meeting of the newly elected S
bers who chase Nelphis Rso a5 the legistarure par-
v leader

In Agartala, Manik Saha submitted his mwu—

Narain Al s ol
ra and staked 2 claim to
Moanwhile, Tripura royal scson Pradyot Bikram

Manikya Debbnmz said the TIPRA Mﬂlﬁ would
play role in the O b wall
not sit™* with the members of the Left Front and
Congress.

T.N. govt.
migran

reassures
ts amid rumours
The Labour Minister, in a statement, accused mis-

there was no truth to such clalms.
the role plaved by from
nocthern States i major and minoe industries in Ta-

Chreranai Metro Rail g
mrwd the a!allab(lll’)‘ of all amenities to them.
vith inpers from Bihar Bureau)

Judiciary. just the idea of
mobilisation. . these are all
getung  constrained.  We

facing an attack on the

are bals, Dalits and minorites
bislc sxr\lc\'\lm o( democ-

and’ shuming down of
it L.
~As the Opposition. it is
very diffscult to communi-
cate with people when you

A large rember of pol-
sical leaders have
1 mysei{

have this type of an assault
on media and on the de-
mocratic architecture. So,
we decided to go back to
Indian history and cul

ture,” Mr. Gandhl sald, ex-
plaining the motivation be-
hind his 4.081 km-long
B‘hxrmhdnhl
IDB]P‘::.Ilz-

‘Rahul Gandhi
is maligning
our country
on foreign soil’

NEW DELHI
Information and Broad-
Congress
Gandhi of mal
on for

edgn sofl because of
being unable to deal with

Cong. asks PM to look
into Adani Group’s
‘Chinese connections’

The Hindu Bureaus
NEW DELHIT

QIAHK) serles.

Gautam  Adani

brother Vinod Adlnl of op-

gratiag shell cunmmanies in
with Chinese

M. Thakur*s remarks
came after Mr. Gandhi
clakmed that he was

v
thanals” and asked wheth-
er the Narendra Modi go-
vernment would
n-ms:uue the mu;-

: by
agencies using the lu—ael

pyware Pegasus.
speech thndnz on-
trersky, the the Cangress lead-

that Indian democ-
Tacy was tnder threat and
that several politicians, -
d\ldln‘ himself, were un-

tary Jubrana Ramcah said
the facess of his fresh set of

wrol over critical Indian n-

“We can understand his

such as ports
and arports.
The Guutam Adaniled

<h e against it
in the aftermath of the Hin-
rg Research re

arance
in the Panama Papers,” Mr.

Jailram Ramesh sa

unravel the full

dimensions of the
mega scam®

Ramesh claimed. He said

Mega
expert can ar will.~ Mr. Fand
mesh said In a tweet.

Local body polls: SC
seeks response from
U.P. govt. and SEC

A Bench led by Chief

ment_an

ing of local body elections
in the State.
Bench hsd

set to expire by the end of
January.

Row erupts as J&K man’s
body found months after
he was detained by Army

SRINAGAR

The Jammu and Kashmir
administration is awalting
the post-mortem report to
take for -
to the death of 3 33-year-
old civilian from

of north Kashmir, who was

ted this week aft
froen a jungle.

Deputy Commissioner,
Kupwara,

Abdul Rasheed Dar, 3 driver by profession, was detained by the
Aerry on December 15 for ‘questioning” iz ;Moo

the family alleged that Dar
We

o Joticn. Acticm oh should be

hose respon-

snble for the hibng Khar-

sheed Ahmad, a Jocal sar-
“Fled from custody”™

Abdul Rasheed Dar, a driv-

de-

tial manner”.
The death was widely
protested by the family
and locals in Kunan Posh-
pora, even two days after
the burial. “All we demand

mm?dbyﬂmmuyon[)e
cember

qumnmr. Accoldl"
1o police records,

Tsinkained that Dar Bed
from custody. However,

Sonia Gandhi
admitted to
hospital due
to fever

UPA,
Deen admifted 1o Sir Gan:
garam Hospieal under Dr.
Arup Basu, Sr.

o Chvest Meds.
<ine and hls team on 2nd
Mar 2023 on account of
fever. She Is undergoing
cbservation and im

tions and her condstion is
stable.” said Dr. D.S. Rana,
I f Sir Ganga

the Sormer Congress chiet

thorough probe into the

non in a s three
mouths. This Janaary, Ms.
Gandhi was admitted at
the same hospital with vi-
ral resparatocy mfection.

SC to hear bail
plea of Saket
Gokhale after
Holi vacation

NEW DELHI NEW DELHI

Attack on MGNREGS
is an undeclared war
on rural poor: CPI(M)

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
y agreed to hear after
Holl vacations a plea filed
“Trinamool ess
spokesperson Saket Gok-
against Gujarat High
counudusunugmmhnn
ball in a case concerning a
ged misappropriation or
money collected through
crowdfundi

d the case on March 13, “1
have always maintained
that

The Modi government is

waging an war

The Supreme Court on Fri-

an und
on the legal and consti
wonal i,

day used s extraordinary

-
ts of the rural

T Article 142 10

poor, cPl(M) Polit Bureau
member Brinda s,

addressing a press confe-

rence in solidarity of the
MGNREGS ho

TS

wor
have been sitting on a 100-

professtonal
experlence from 20 to 10
s

2 judgment, a Bench

day protest at Jantar Man-
tar here.

Ms. Karat said that the
foremost step on thelr (go-
vernment’s) agenda

ed through :mdfur)dmg

tme to go through it

N

wages offered under the
programsme.

The government narra-
tive that will be

nuusum M_R. Shah and

MM Sundresh also intro-

duced written exams and

vha voce 1o check the can-
ates” performance.
Consumer commissions

have the power of civil

courts in many aspects.

e

made
to the demand is a lie, Ms.
Karat also under-
lined the need to revise the
mverage national rate,
which currenly is at 2218,

three major areas of con-

T noted
that the government has
pr several amend-
ments to the Consumer
Protection  (Qualification
for appointment, method

Supreme Court eases norm
for selection of consumer
court presidents, members

rn)dc in the 2020 Rules.
e direct that in future

from a recognised unfverss-
ty and who Is a person of
abily, Integrity and stand-
ing, special

Confusion in opting
for higher pension
using EPFO link: CITU

NEW DELHI

Centre of Indian Trade Un-
ioas (CITU) general secre-
tary Tapan Sen has written
ettt Gentral rovi:
t Fund Commissioner  me:
Neelam Shami Rao de-

pensioners

al expcnence o( not lew less
than 10

affairs, Ia‘ K‘lbll( alfats
administ

g s
of appolnement. term afoF
tson and remo-

manding
tervention to resolve pro-
blems in uploading higher
pension option application
o the EPFO website.

Mr. Sen demanded a

technology,

from the EPFO with a holls-
e to

, resi
valof President and nem-
bers

e C
and District Commission)
Rules, 2020.

the vacuum’
ver, it did not want to
v. Rather, the

amendments were

three circulars on

ey
and it Jed to lot of confu-
sion among  pensioners.
“There must be a cobesive
instruction from the EFFO




Supreme Court eases norm
for selection of consumer
court presidents, members

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day used its extraordinary
powers under Article 142 to
attract younger talent to
preside over consumer
courts by reducing the
mandatory professional
experience from 20 to 10
years.

In a judgment, a Bench
of Justices M.R. Shah and
M.M. Sundresh also intro-
duced written exams and
viva voce to check the can-
didates’ performance.

Consumer commissions
have the power of civil
courts in many aspects.

The judgment noted
that the government has
proposed several amend-
ments to the Consumer
Protection (Qualification
for appointment, method

of recruitment, procedure
of appointment, term of of-
fice, resignation and remo-
val of President and Mem-
bers of State Commission
and District Commission)
Rules, 2020.

‘Filling the vacuum’

However, it did not want to
wait for the law. Rather, the
court said its judgment
would fill the vacuum until
the amendments were

made in the 2020 Rules.

“We direct that in future
and hereinafter, a person
having a Bachelor’s degree
from a recognised universi-
ty and who is a person of
ability, integrity and stand-
ing, and having special
knowledge and profession-
al experience of not less
than 10 years in consumer
affairs, law, public affairs,
administration, econom-
ics, commerce, industry, fi-
nance, management, engi-
neering, technology,
public health or medicine,
shall be treated as qualified
for appointment of presi-
dent and members of the
State Commission,” the
judgment directed.

The appointments to
the district consumer com-
missions would also be
made on the same criteria,
the judgment noted.





https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Court

* The rights provided by the Court are listed below:

1.Right to Safety: The right to be protected from all types of hazardous goods and
services.

lly informed about the performance and

quality of all goods and services.
3.Right to Choose: The right to freely choose goods and services.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Safety
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_Information_Act,_2005

1.Right to be Heard: The right to be heard in all decision-making processes
related to consumer interest.

2.Right to Seek Redressal: The right to seek compensation, whenever
consumer rights have been infringed.

3.Right to Consumer Education: The right to complete consumer

education.
There are two more Rights specified but they don't come as part of the 6

main Rights mentioned above.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consumer_education

« National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission (NCDRC)]:
A court that operates nationally and deals with cases where claimed
compensation exceeds one crore (10 million).

 The National Commission is the apex body of Consumer Courts; it is
also the highest appellate court in the hierarchy.

« The NCDRC is the highest judiciary of the consumer court, the
consumer Supreme Court of India.

* National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission (NCD C%_ ]: Teh 3-IE'IT~I?I' <1
TSI FAX W A FId § 3 37 AT & éﬁﬁﬁ frar o
HIATTST UF w3 (10 fAfeTen) & e B

meaﬂwmmaﬁf—zrﬁm% I YaTHA A
aa’i—nrsithsﬁ'zraﬁ'l?«l?raﬁ%l

o« TAHIEIHRHE 3THFAT AT, AR & 3UHIFdT Haled AT 6T
gafea i 2


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Court

 Revised Pecuniary Jurisdiction:
50 lakh (earlier less than 1 crore) for District Commissions,
« More than Rs. 50 lakh to Rs. 2 Crore (earlier 1 crore to 10
crore) for State Commissions,

« More than Rs. 2 Crore (earlier more than 10 crore) for the
National Commission.

- TMfAT s aAfAFR:

o ST 3N & AT 50 a1 (Y8 1 A o FH),

« I9Y F HF| 50 T F . AT IHMANN & AT 2

FUT (TgaF 1 FAUT F 10 FAI),

« 9T F IOFI TET AT F AT 2 FA3 (I 10 FAT A
fa®)|



CONSUMER PROTECTION CONSUMER PROTECTION
ACT 1986 PROVISIONS ACT 2019
Central Consumer
NO Separate regulator Regulator Protection Authority
(CCPA) to be formed
complaint could be filed complaint can be filed

in @ consumer court
where the complainant
resides or works

in a consumer court
where the seller’s
(defendant) office is located

consumer can seek com-
pensation for harm caused
by a product or service

NO provision. Consumer
could approach a civil court
but not consumer court

Product
liability

District: up to 220 lakh
State: 220 lakh to 21 cr
National: above 21 cr

District: uptoz1 cr
State:z1crtozlOCr
National: Above 210 cr

Pecuniary

jurisdiction

i All rules of direct selling
o provision <m> extended to e-commerce

i Mediation Court can refer settlement
No'legat provision <> through mediation
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‘World Bank to lend
$1 billion to support
India’s health sector

NEW DELHI

World Bank &s lending
up e S bllbon to help 1n-
dia with pr for

(PM-ABHIM). hunched in

Enhanced Health Service
ramme

(Eusnm will support go-

vernment’s

s-mnmhen servke delmry

EEUING

primary model,
which includes ved
household access 1o prim-

ary heakhcare facilicies,

Iswing clnnem Fo-

nger ki ween
each househ, and_its
primary  care  facility
through ar obd

Tug of war: Exernal Aftairs Minkster S Jaishankar mith Chinese
counterpart Qin Gang in New Delhi on Thursday. Ar

meet, sald China ~“supports
the Indian side in fulfilling

October 2021, 1o Implove ternational n:mk for Re- In Thursday's talks n
the pul i New Delhi, Mr Jnlﬂlun.klr
frastructure  across  the  ment (BRD) hm ol | had flagge
country. matusity of 18.5 years, in- | mal” state a{ S ey v
cluding a grace of | erated India’s positson that
Better service Ee years, seated the Woeld | restoration of beace o the
n addition to the natlonal-  Bank. Line of Actual 1
level inte: one ent  was | (LAC)was for are-
the loans will prioritise  signed by Rajat Kumar Mis- | furn to normalcy.
health service delivery hra, Additional Secretary, The Chinese side., -
3 States — Andhra Pra- ent of Econ while, has soughs to delink
desh, Kerala, Meghalaya,  ASfairs, Ministry of Finance bor rest
Odisha, Punjab, Tamil Na-  on behalf of the Govern- | of ties, even cing

h.
SSO0-million Public

Bealts, Sysemne e Pan-

demic Pro-
e PHSPP) wall sup-
the

s
edofvs 10 prepare India‘s
survelllance system to de-
tect and report epidenics
of potential international
<

oncern.
Another  $500-million

three years, to complete
the process

ry’s Income bevel.

slong the LAC.

. in what is his
et it o Indie a5 For
redgn Minister for the G-20

third of the world's popula-
tiom, future of Asia and

Border issue should be kept
“in proper place’, says China

External Affairs Minister S. Jatshankar ted
the LAC for return to normalcy but Bedjing wants to delink that subject from rest of relations

“abnormal” state of ties and need for peace on

be brought under normal-
ised 2= scon

Foreign Ministers of
Quad countries take
aim at Russia, China

Ananth Krishnan
NEW DELHI/BEGING

India joined oher Quad
ing for 2

by the groupi
w0 criticise both Russia
China.
The statement, that was
Quad Fo-

by
Minister S. Jalshankar in
New was met with

We underscored the

he use or
threart of use of nuclear
weapons is inadmissible
JOINT STATEMENT AFTER
GUAD PORESGN SINISTERS:
SETane:

use

#uard vessels and maritime

militia, and efforts to dis-

rupt other countries’ off-

shore resource explostatson
ivities,” the

The Chinese statem:
quoted Mr. Jatshankar | o

o of the leaders of the

the common nterests of WO countries,
i ies and and re-
international equity and  sobve disputes. and “pro-
ice, so as to inject sta- af

Juss
bility and posive energy
into the world~
“As nelghbouring coun-
tries and

Taturs Shovild be wndcr-
stoodand impeoved from 2

major
economies, China and In-
dia have far mon

s,
<hange the future of one-

Ditateral relations and the straegic height.~
steady moving forward of Last week, the two skles
the relac) held their first in-person
The y. and Chi-  high border talks in
na's Sons starting  more than three years,
re commen in April 2020, remain a  with Shilpak Ambule, Joint

@t “the boundary issue for lbe 26th me«llﬂ of (ht
should be put in the pi anism  for
er in bilateral rela-  Consultation and Coordi-
tions~ and that “the situa- on Endi 3 Bor-

nation
ton on the borders should der Affairs (WMCC).

5 held for

NEW DELHI

Using PAN detalls of cele-
brities such M.S. Dhoni,

fraud using celebrities’ PAN

plaint Sled by
Technologies Priv

was the kingpin in the
fraud

The police sald that Pu-
neet and Mohammad Asif,
who worked ar Aadhaar
Exu

G
:urlr. credit cards, were
arrested by the Delhi pol-
ice, oﬁchhs.nidanr‘vuhy

Police received a com-

brities from Google. and

ey were aware that the
firss cwo digits of GSTIN are
State codes and the next 10
digits were PAN number,”
the police officer said

e company alleged
that the fraudsters ap-

the GST details of the cele-

through  thelr anp by

o et credie cands med.

Self-reliance is key in
defence sector: CDS

nel discusston a the Raisi-

Hayashi and ULS. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken.
otnued o dis-

added, in reference 1o ac-
tons ih East
Group®
Washington

WhIIE ('R Quad l'orelll’l

meet
later  this

NEW DELHI na Dialogue on port of the AS! O
“Every conflict has per- | on the Indo-Pacific. and

Chief of Defence = s — political. eco- any “unil ac-
{CDS) Gen. AnMl Ch-uhan nomic and diplomatic... tons that seek to change
stressed on selfrellance in  We m “reliant in | the status quo or increase
defence  equip- tensions in the area”, un

while ing of derstood to indicate recent

nz:ndlhe lnbm:iﬁ:hu

a day after Russia and Chi-
na prevented consenss o
«n.zma:mecrzonr»

_In Beulnx Farcign Mi-
person

bute to security nnd -
taal trust between
countries and That help 10
maintain regional peace
na sability®, rather than
being “sbout exclu-
stonary blocs™.

Ms. Mao sald that “lead-
ers of all 20 member coun-
ela at: Ka Bl dxsianis

it clear that the G-
16 75t a Gorvan to veocive sz-
curity isswes™

RUssIAwANTS cLoSER TIES
FOR INDLA, CHEMA: LAVI
* WORLD PAGE

Kuno Park unsuitable to
host all 20 cheetahs, not
enough prey, says scientist

which currentdly hosts 20
cheetahs brought In from

Africa, does not have
en. prey to sustain all
the ans

While the

host some animals in the
relacively ler but well-

i M dra Tiger
reserve, it consid-
erations” had prevented
this . Yad-
vendrad ala, the wil-
dlife sclentist pl.

Finding a hease: A cheotah

tion Plan that Sarms the ba-
sis of the cheetah pro-

gramme.
He had superannuated

n terms naific
tedge he viston (to en-
sure xi cheetah
Maxybe the
ent thinks -
wise,” he sald.
As p are about
20 chital — the cheetah
main — per square ki-

the mast,

angasagar
Nwradehl wlldllle Sanctu-
desh),

-hlch will u.lw at least a

de
tah to stay, Mukundara can

Erought from South Africa & seon i an
encicaure at the Kuno Nationsl Park in Madirys Pradess,

E iately  sccommo-
date them.” Dr. Jhala ex-
plained.

“Initally ©

NIA attaches
property of
Pak.-based

terrorist

NEW DELHI

The National Investgation

-w_.bm.-mm,—.r._n_"u

m‘r\mmr.m-v mr—-o—ar-

T dee o & 1208

Eovernment was reluctant,
bust they agreed and
o the National Tiger Con-

think there are political
consideracions here,” he
abserw

=
nunlbyln—mgnsmmm

The

NIA has anacind
his agriculture land me
s\lnl' 9.25 marlas under

mdmz the NIA has ae-

assets of five de-

D staried includ-
Gandhi  Sagar as ing US based Gurpacwant
ferred funds to Mad Singh Pannun, Canada-
hya Pradesh for 5 based h Nijjar
fenced e like in and Khalistan Commando

Force (Panjwar)’s Paramjst
Singh Panpwar.

BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY
ND SEWERAGE BOA

SSB tmnies Tender in Two Seage Te from
Reputed M Procurement of 35,000 noe of
1 Semme <lim Ml Jet Class ~B Magmetie Taps Wance Mescrs
Confoeming to SIS & IS 14 with MID
Contificate fis Latess amcndments
Amount Put to Temder: T 4,95,60000/- EMD : T 7,435,400
Lass datc s time for Recsipt of nder is on 15032023
before 16108 hoars, The Technical Bids nill b apemed on
2023 at 12:00 noon. The deails regarding the temder
and participation in the e-procurement potal process can be
Sbtained by boaging on 10 Metpe 7y
P ey Sl contact e, wernipned oM durin
Bl emierudiong
Pl

Cwied l:-p'nur (Frepecty

Office of the Executive Engincer, Kengeri Division,
R.R. Nagara Zone.

alyotht Layout.
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No.144. Znd main,
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Date.
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online throwgh
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s can Be
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Suteritted
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World Bank to lend
$1 billion to support
India’s health sector

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The World Bank is lending
up to $1 billion to help In-
dia with preparedness for
future pandemics as well
as to strengthen its health
infrastructure. The lending
will be divided into two
complementary loans of
$500 million each.

Through this combined
financing of $1 billion, the
bank will support India’s
flagship Pradhan Mantri-
Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission
(PM-ABHIM), launched in
October 2021, to improve
the public healthcare in-
frastructure across the
country.

Better service delivery
In addition to the national-

Enhanced Health Service
Delivery Programme
(EHSDP) will support go-
vernment’s efforts to
strengthen service delivery
through a redesigned
primary healthcare model,
which includes improved
household access to prim-
ary healthcare facilities,
stronger links between
each household and its
primary care facility
through regular household
visits and risk assessment
of non-communicable
diseases.

Both the PHSPP and the
EHSDP loans from the In-
ternational Bank for Re-
construction and Develop-
ment (IBRD) have a final
maturity of 18.5 years, in-
cluding a grace period of
five years, stated the World
Bank.

Better service delivery
In addition to the national-
level interventions, one of
the loans will prioritise
health service delivery in
seven States — Andhra Pra-
desh, Kerala, Meghalaya,
Odisha, Punjab, Tamil Na-
du, and Uttar Pradesh.

The $500-million Public
Health Systems for Pan-
demic Preparedness Pro-
gramme (PHSPP) will sup-
port the government’s
efforts to prepare India’s
surveillance system to de-
tect and report epidemics
of potential international
concern.

Another $500-million

TIRVENARAAD. M DY EIYASYIY MR
five years, stated the World
Bank.

The agreement was
signed by Rajat Kumar Mis-
hra, Additional Secretary,
Department of Economic
Affairs, Ministry of Finance
on behalf of the Govern-
ment of India and Auguste
Tano Kouamé, country di-
rector, India, World Bank.

India’s performance in
health has improved over
time. According to the
World Bank estimates, In-
dia’s life expectancy has in-
creased from 58 in 1990 to
69.8 in 2020. This is higher
than average for the coun-
try’s income level.



The World Bank building in Washington, D.C.

Established

Type

Legal status

Headquarters

Membership

Key people

Parent
organization

December 1944
(78 years ago)

International financial
institution

Treaty

1818 H Street, NW
Washington, D.C., U.S.I]

189 countries (IBRD)'?!
174 countries (IDA)?!

David Malpass
(President)®]

Axel van Trotsenburg
(MD)

Anshula Kant

(MD and CFO)
Indermit Gill

(Chief Economist,)!4!

World Bank Group

AL ot

Harry Dexter White (left) and John &
Maynard Keynes, the "founding
fathers" of both the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)[€!

The Gold Room at the Mount =
Washington Hotel where the
International Monetary Fund and World
Bank were established
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SC extends Pawan Khera's
interim bail till March 17

The Supreme Court on Friday extended the

interim o C

Pawan Khera till March I7, even as Uttar Pradesh
Assam ob)

Bench, led by Chief Justice of India DY.

Shandracinud, that Mr. Kherx's ulkerances were a
rempt %0

functionary”. }t suid the plea to (nmrzr the cases

were an attempe to “stall investigations

French Minister inaugurates
artist residency network

The French governmyent on Friday inaagurated
for artl

Foresgn Affairs Catherime Colon
polky s i the DNA of our diplomacy s ma oy
very core of our bilateral relationship with India.
We are engaging wn.h ™ u and

acaderni )
e, residency. She added. ~You are the tru

‘o our relationship~ The first edition of
e ermverrt willFoas on me fieids of Herarure,
performng

ts, and arts

U.S. blames Indian
firm for cough s
deaths in Gambia

uiry s s contaminated medicines

this Acute Kidney Injury custer among children, CDC report says

the Centre
Conarol, into the death of
children in Gambia due to

manufsctured by e
based Maiden
l‘ham\a(tllk‘ak.

released

CDC report
on Friday sad. —This mves
tigation stroagly suggeses

mig impact:
vomiting, disrrhoea, (053 of sppetite and natslity o pass urine.

ParBlament had said posi-
den Pharma “should

held
n;nzd with Diethylene
ol [DEG) or Ethylene Gly-  India’s ¢l
<ol (EG) imported into The  The  In movernment,
Gambla led wo however, maintains that

Eldney Injory (AKD closer
among chil

The CDe ey repart is the
third such evidence to lnk
ough  syrup: -

sample:
o 21.3%. Belbtel!u an in-
by the

NIA attaches ¥20.65 crore

in Left Wing Extremism case

The National Investigation Agency (N1A) has
hed about T20 65 crore, including the
balance in more than 150 bank

- Accar to the agency, the accr
inclisde 124 special term nd coe muatual
fund belonging to Santash Construction s
different pa . Th jon

had provided cash to one Ravis

Law Ministry notifies
appointment of HC judges

The Law Ministry an Friday notified the elevation
15

additional judges have been made judges of the
Madras High Court, four oﬂl:rs from the Bomb-y
High Court have been elevated. Similarty, I
acditional wucees n the Allahabad High e
and one Delhi High Court

when it collected control
samples from the pharma
com, of the same
batch that was exported to
Gambia and found no con-

also

10 Investigate the case but
we have been disallowed
tvy Gambn from conduct-

be” a )en.nr
Nzaldl Munstryc wold

he children cbserved by COC had developed fever,

yrup

into Gambia led to

_The Indian Health Mi-

=
Health had dentified that
78 children developed sud-
den kidney fallure and up
1o 66 (S5%) of them died.
Gambia requested
help fram CDC experts to
helo investigate the situa-

“Up 10 56 patients met
the criteria for fxvesigs

e included in
:heax:;ma,

sis.

Uzbekistan
cough syrup
deaths: Noida
firm staff held

NEW DELHI

The Noida police arrested
ree

ed drugs
connection with the dw«lh
of 18 children in Usbekis-
tan last year, officials said
on Friday.
n:n« sald the cough sy-
have led

2 alleged
3 tothe dzath of 18 children
A First Infarmation Re-

port was registered on
Thursday agalnst five offi-
M

{adulterated _and _ spu
Tious), 38 per the compial

Drug Inspector.
_Additsaral Deputy Com-

sons assoclated with Ma-
rion Blotech were arrested

n Friday. These people
were engaged in prepara-
tion and sale of £ake drugs.

Better infra has put
remote villages on
tourist map: Modi

The Hindu Bureaun
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister

Narendra
said

ry.
He noted tha yatras
have been a part of Indix's
cultural and social life for

centurses
to go on pilgrimages even
when there was no re-

reconstry
The Prime Mlmsmr un-
ned that a's tou-

infrastructure. He gave

example onndnan villages.
= are becom-

n:; centres of tourism”,

the Prime Minister re-
marked as he underlined
that remote wvillages are
now up on the tou-

e

the Vibrant Village Scheme
for the villages situased
along the border, he sald
emphasising the need to
support businesses such as
homestays, small hotels
and restacrants.

ud India needs to

atiar
Ilﬂed the potential of the
ease of tr-

rism sect mani-
Tl with ncresse i chic

the —
wanys to promote &

India scores 74.4 in
World Bank index
on working women

fect 100 Bemum Canada,

¢ DELHI

The laws affecting the In-

dex on the life cycle of a

working woman down to

T4.4 out of a possible 100.
A score of 100 on the In-

France, Germa-

Holi brings on a barrage of double
entendre songs to Bihar’s festivities

Amis Bhelari
PATNA

In preparation for ol this

nege chey.

om of

lated to marriage,
gets a perfect score.”
report sald

However, India lags be-
hind when it comes (o Ews

w:
wh Dalloons: and horne
with rubber air bladders
Btopu).
The transition from folk-

ey yrr— Bakargary says there are several

reasons these songs are popular.

Congress MLA Pratima Ku-
mari raised the issue of
Bhojpurl music’s whmm
in the Bibar Asser

trict police Gl 'S0 file a

©com| int In s regard,”
Mr. Yadav sald In the As-
—

1,000 to 1,300 songs a
leased, and of l’hese 20-

sirgers are en the as-
o5 06 25 and 35, with listen-
ers belng even younger.
In Pana's
there are more than a IOO
shops that people can visit
They

renwns these songs are

Eholpuri singer and ac-
tor Khesari Lal ¥adav said

from the Court have been Jower than Nepal which hw\mu <hildren, con- it albums — ks worth  social media. “I
elevated as judges in their respective High had the region's highest s On wWormen starting playing songs with a dou about 2,000 crore,” says  to change the perception
Courts, the Ministry said. Additsor are score of 80.6. Of the 190 and running a business, ble meaning -m cbscene i who ha of Bhojpuri films and songs

mny;ppomudbrapenod of two years economses in the differences in - videos. the launch of most Bhojpu- them more fami-
before being elevated. Index, only 14 scored a per- perty and inheritance. Perhaps not anymore. “The spectal branch of i songs. “Annually, about ly ortented,” he added.
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1 Every wemer sidicsled, Sobarred, cssensially Upeght (13

& Advance in laps, Bownds, gant prances, each 3 Stop frther
Than the last (4]

S Friond of Eric bared by crickst match daity (10)

10 Cddly, Goan first 1o taste Franch warter and cake (5)
21 Mares inkislly rang outin city signalieg an sarhqeate, say 18

v (8

Emergy fm second to secure US. puaramsee Sor powerful
contractor? 16}

Troated uicer womit wsing fechimodes’ mathed? (10)

Whiat & greos suight say, essentially beholdieg madel (&)

Finger-snapper? (751

Dell protograph of American cail rights sctivist (7}
Comstutions| ambit i5]
Fair peacekmeper Democrat's voke (T)
Leador in partormance, 65c , of ringloador (8-7)
Heading to Champicns” Trophy's fisal with two ducks and two
fties, lice former India captain might? 5
Recerring these in meardering move TIE (9
Pricst going around a chamber. Zenerating ensrgy? 7]
Letters from golden burgeoning German ity 31
Fool brefly mentisned by Spoomer twice (7)
A Sewish giel taking about Rabbi essentially reslacing head of
religous centre (7)
Vegessble starch “peeraly’ hated by Turtin's friend Alcazar (7}
Clear browser within 49 cys before Easter (6)
Upeight Arab nuier first 10 condemn wrongsoing (5}
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gives gre-
peace. Not contended, He thinks what

is sald that peopk need Not worry about not knowing the

S
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Solution to previsws puzate

Satution te yest

H
3
{
H

poojas. They can do according
mm«ln‘kkml:*mdwhlnknmwlbern Al
that is needed is 3 strong wish soaked in devation. He
makes H so simple and accepts whatever affered.
dvep devotion of Kannappa Nayanar Is a good exam:
Lord Siva does not disturd people
o fetch and offer Him high fragrant flowers. He & happy
with the Arka (Erukkan) leaves and Sowers, the flower
(Thumban and the Bact vilvam) lead. (Eka
&hum " Siarparam

Ad) Sankara Soundarya Lahari that we can
do al.| works if only we h»e the m'mmx energy which Is
bestowed to us bvy Goddess Shakthi. She Is the source of
enengy to a Dhiikshitar says that with the
faculties given |,, Eim, i we don't worship, we become

93 4aj5/6/8]7 2]1
S 217|349
3 25 ale 2
16784932
891 34 7| Wecan derve His bl
g ‘g g: Y ters (Siva), said St Kriel
95/a2/1/6 7 3
a2 78 1950 kuman

The term Siva refers to auspiciousness and calmness
essings DOt even stralning by uttering

gives knowledge to thase who respect Him and also to
those who are ~
adhi

Madhiye, says Vallalar.
Pr——



India scores 744 in
World Bank index
on working women

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

The laws affecting the In-
dian working woman’s pay
and pension do not pro-
vide for equality with In-
dian men, dragging India’s
score in a World Bank in-
dex on the life cycle of a
working woman down to
74.4 out of a possible 100.
A score of 100 on the In-
dex means that women are
on an equal standing with
men on all the eight indica-
tors being measured, ac-
cording to the World
Bank’s Women, Business
and the Law 2023 report.
India scored higher than
the 63.7 average for the
South Asian region, though
lower than Nepal which
had the region’s highest
score of 80.6. Of the 190
economies covered in the
Index, only 14 scored a per-

fect 100: Belgium, Canada,
Denmark, France, Germa-
ny, Greece, Iceland, Ire-
land, Latvia, Luxemburg,
The Netherlands, Portugal,
Spain and Sweden.

For India, the Index
used data on laws applica-
ble in Mumbai, viewed as
the country’s main busi-
ness city.

“When it comes to con-
straints on freedom of
movement, laws affecting
women’s decisions to
work, and constraints re-
lated to marriage, India
gets a perfect score,” the
report said.

However, India lags be-
hind when it comes to laws
affecting women’s pay,
pension and work after
having children, con-
straints on women starting
and running a business,
gender differences in pro-
perty and inheritance.



WALTERBORO
Lawvyer Alex Murdaugh gets life in
prison for murder of wife, son

-
Ajudge sentenced South Carcline attorney Alex NMurdaugh to life
Without parole on Friday. a day after he was convicted of murder in
the shooting deaths of his wite and son. The Coleton County jury
diberated om Thursday bedore Anding raurdeugh gutty of Kieng
his 22 year-cld son and his 52.year-old wife on June 7,

SEOUL

US.. South Korea announce largest

joint field exercises in five vears

HOK

re PM's brother says

govt. persecuting his family

-

The Scuth Morean and U S. militarkes anncunced on Friday they wil
Mot

Fold their bzpest jont field exercises n &

e pears later this

33 the US. flew » longrange B-18 Bomber to the Koresn Perinsuls

in 3 show of force against North

The North has threatened to

akis “unprecodently” Strong 3CHON gANSt 2uch SeErcEes A

[

Lew Hsien Yang the Brother of Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien

Loorg, on Fridey accused

e his

Samiy after % ermerped that e and his wife mere under officis]
nuestigaton. OMcak sy the two were being Investigated over
allegations of prowiding false evidence in judicial procosdings. ~

WASHINCTO
Pen rs leaker Ells
says he has terminal cancer

v
-

Daniel Ellsberg, who copied and leaked documents that revesled
secret detals of U S, strategy in the Vietmam War and became
bnown as the Pentagon Papers, said he has terminal cancer anmd
months 5o Ive. Nr. Efsberg said he has opted not to undergo
chemotherapy and plans to accept hospice care when needed. >

Russia is trying to be
helpful to bring India,
China closer: Lavrov

We never make friends

. We have excellent relation

with India and excellent mhnon with China, says Foreign Minister

NEW DELME

ussla is interested

dia and China and Moscow
i trying to be ~helpful” in
this regard, sald Russian
Forelgn Ministe: Sergey
Lavrov here on Tharsday.

a0 Foreign Minister Sergey Lawrow spesking st the

Responding to fon
at the annual Raisina Dia-

logue. Mr. Laviow cau-

doned against Coutside  Up close: Bus:

players” and sald Russia Raisina Dislogue 2023 in New Dethi on Friday

woald ke India and China
to meet the

lateral was created during
the tenure of the late Yev-

being the three sdes to-
sether.
“We met last year and

vear” said Mr. Lavrov
The RIC is a regular trilat
£ial clae smeeta st chet o

and China in our presence

B they
feel themselves comforta-
b ing one on one all the

Nobel Peace Prize
winner Bialiatski
jailed for 10 years

Rewters
MOsCOw

A court in Belarus on Fri-
day s«memed Nobel Peace
Prize

righas a<m-1u Ales Bialiar.
=ki 1o 1

had been undairly convict-
od. calling the verdsc
~appalling™

Prosecutors had asked
the Minsk Soure <o give Bla

ez Blaliatsha

1m3er of 2020 and continued
into 2021

Viasna took a leading
role in providing legal and

the winner of the
. mrep

Don’t withhold poll funds,
Lanka SC tells authorities

s
<oLomBo

The Supreme Court of Sri
Lanka on Friday issued an
intertm order restraining
suthorities from withhold-
ing funds allocated for the
Jocal government clecticn.
earlier sche-
duled for March 9, but
postponed
The order, preventing
state functionaries, inclhad-

General, om
WithBolding funds, was 15-
swed

2nad legislator n-nuh Nad.

laski, who denled the

<harges, 2-year
He and three

dants were ith fi-

lan state news

“The against
our colleagues are linked
o their buman rights activ-
fty, the WViasna human
rights cenere's proviston of

agency Beita comfimmed  help to the victims of
the L ing a  scally
Ristaalht. tlon’ Viaenalas said of the

decade in jail for

Aged 60, Blaliatski s a
co-founder of the Viasna
human rights group and
ane of the most promanent

af
who were jaided during a

Teged
ship. This ks what we be-  vernment and

Beve 15 reflecting  the Iment  levels,  covering
reality. We are interested  experts in trade. technoto-
il society and media.

in these two great nations gy, civi
to be friends and we are

trying to be helpful” said  they i
™. Lavrov. RIC &5 a platform for india

“We e n
playing any country against
any ot try.” he
add.

Biden, Scholz to weigh
next steps for Ukraine

The talks might delve i tes with Beging. I think

BERLIN the two of them are now
s more al the

US President Joe Biden way ahead — what will the
osts German Chancellor [E3ISover greem — next in_Ukrame

Ola[scholzln
on  Fi or talks on

Mr. Scholz's first trip to

organ
Ulcraire?- s Me. Schotbes

—

In an address to Parlia-
ment on the eve of the
. Mr. Scholz sakd

Germany’s  fears over
washington since Febru-  Washington's green subsi-
ary offers the leaders  dies under -
the opportunity to derm: duction Act. and US. cau-
st i in back- av s

tion ver
Ing Ukraine against Russia.  continued Strong econam-

the
two of Ukraine's biggest
backers was “closer and
more trustng than ever™.

on months of
ant-government profests
that erupted in the sum-

Bhna(skl vas awarded
Nobel Peace Prize last

slan rights group Memorial
and Ukraines Center for
Creil Liberties.

The Election commis.
sion, which had pos:

the elections _cwing The
“lack of funds™, on nma,

stifing  democracy. One
pposition

member of the o

cannons at a protest rally

by iis supporters last wee-

kend, demanding timely
Il

President Wickreme-
singhe's government also
faces moanting oppositon
ower recent tax hikes and
three-fold increase in elec-
the independence of our  tricity prices. Nearly 40
noble judsciary is further  umioms went on a strike an
reaffirmed. Mr. oy

let the volces of the masses
be heard.”

Ranimh Madduma Bandars

re. w©

contimue their protests if

the government does not
The opposition Tamil address their economic

National Alliance’s Jegisla-  hardshs,

tor and sensor Eiwyer M.S.

Sumanthiran sald: The Su-

P

The government in-

creased taxes and utility

bills in_anticipation of

Ilheh $2.9 t-ubon package
he Intesn:

sald It would
Aate by oty mes

Commenting on the de-
velopment, Leader of Op-
Sajic

countries collecting

sald in & I‘M e e

fact that democracy in Sri
Lanka is very much alve &

least amount of fiscal reve-
nae in the E
resistance from the Ext

pul-nc-l oppos not willing to provide fi-
postponement of polls. Go-  nancing to fill this gap. Tax
vernment reforms are needed to cor-

rect this imbalance,” the

singhe’s administration of  official said In a statement.

Inferno unleashed

Sight of a Usetime: The "Wall of Fire” pyrotechnics cisplay concludes the first public cay of the

and Defence Bxpo at Auslon Arport in Gedlong on Fridey. 47

Wagner chief
says Ukraine’s
Bakhmut
‘practically

surrounded”

(3303

The head of Russian mer-
cenary group Wagner said

ting of

warned the West against

providing more arms 1o

Ukraine, as key Kyviv back-

ers President Joe Biden
<r

arsd

Olaf Scholz were set to

meet in Washingron.

WHO urges courntries to come clean on
COVID origins intel after China’s denial

Tosigation (FBD had now
GENEVA ssed the s €

“If any country has in-
formation about the ori-
@ns of |h;) mndemlc s

pandemic:” he ol
Teportes
oragine research was

The WHO on Friday urged
all countries to reveal what

don to be shan:d with
WHO and the international

Bew o
ed in late 2019 in the

s
US. claims of a Chinese lab  records
leak an Chinese city, which hosts a

d furious dentals

from wirus research laboratory.
FBI director Christoph- Chinese officia ve
densed the FBI

claim. calling it a smear
campalgn sgalnst Belfing.
I

= sasd
the World Health Organtza-
ton’s director-general Te-
dros.

o
harder —
safe 2= a result.

e comuments from FBI
chief Wray came after a re-
port earlier this week sasd

u.s,

s

“WHO has not aban-
doned any plans to identsfy
the origins of the COVID-19

Enrrsy ‘had  deten

that a Chinese lab leak was
the most likely cause of the
COVID-19 cutbreak.

China accuses U.S. of attacking
companies after export curbs

BEUING

China accused Washingron
iday of improperly -

The Commerce Depart-
ment sald ik saw a danger

that two BGI units might

ic samples that Muslims
and other minorites were
compelled o provide.

‘Suspected abuse”

ing Communist Party’s mil-

Ukraine has sasd it will
a ~fon

itary eatn or
weapons development by
tran and Pakistan and sus-
pected human righes abus-
es in

ton has accused China of
trying to use civilian com-
panies o obtaln processor
chip and other technolo-
sies that can be used o

turing the entire Donet
region.

ian troops hive
Il ot T moothe, fight-
ing brutal trench warfare
god_ srtillery batdes that

ned large -

we: . Bei re- civilians
torts that the U.S. is trying | remain. Mr. Zelensky said
1o deogs pestemakat commar i

cal o
r.‘




Nobel Peace Prize
winner Bialiatski
jailed for 10 years

Reuters
MOSCOW

A court in Belarus on Fri-
day sentenced Nobel Peace
Prize winner and human
rights activist Ales Bialiat-
ski to 10 years in prison for
financing protests and oth-
er crimes, in a case that
rights groups say was polit-
ically motivated.

Exiled Belarusian Oppo-
sition leader Sviatlana Tsik-
hanouskaya said Bialiatski
and other activists sen-
tenced in the same trial
had been unfairly convict-
ed, calling the verdict
“appalling”.

Prosecutors had asked
the Minsk court to give Bia-
liatski, who denied the
charges, a 12-year
sentence.

He and three co-defen-
dants were charged with fi-
nancing protests and
smuggling money.

Belarusian state news
agency Belta confirmed
the sentences, including a
decade in jail for Bialiatski.

Aged 60, Bialiatski is a
co-founder of the Viasna
human rights group and
one of the most prominent
of hundreds of Belarusians
who were jailed during a
crackdown on months of
anti-government protests
that erupted in the sum-

Ales Bialiatski

mer of 2020 and continued
into 2021.

Viasna took a leading
role in providing legal and
financial assistance to
those jailed. Mass demon-
strations took place after
long-time leader Alexan-
der Lukashenko was de-
clared the winner of the
2020 presidential election.

“The allegations against
our colleagues are linked
to their human rights activ-
ity, the Viasna human
rights centre’s provision of
help to the victims of polit-
ically motivated persecu-
tion,” Viasna has said of the
case.

Bialiatski was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize last
October for his work on
human rights and democ-
racy, sharing it with Rus-
sian rights group Memorial
and Ukraine’s Center for
Civil Liberties.
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Iron Age for Sprinters’ Cup

Silvarius aj

eals in the Stayers’ Cu

&i

GALURL

The cightyearold Iron

Age., who is in greas heart, should score in the Zavaray
Spemnters” Cup, while Sivarius should come 200d 10 the Dr. M. AM. Ramaswam:

Chettined Memoril Stayers” Cup, the two plum events 1o be run on Saturday (March ).

The Royel Catcstns Terf Club MAllion

The Zewaray 3. Peonsmalle Spdnters’ Cup

THE INDIAN
TURF

INVITATION
WEEKEND
2023

Nine speedsters to battle it
out in the Sprinters’ Cup

A field of seven horses to vie for honours in the Stayvers’ C

is all set o get underway at the Bangalore Turf Club on Saturday

blems. More often than
BENGALURU d
luck  stories in
t 335 pm_on Sa-  fields than in the bigger
7, nine horses

e - T turday, ones.
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little over an hour la-
seven

as the Invitation Cup weekend

Jodha, Is probably the ane
they will all have to beat
He's shown that he refsshes
a trip when winming the

the
Mumbalk-based champion
trainer Pess the

Suresh

Arc De samphe,
trained by Adhira Singh

S wo has
asked of her.
Silvarius from Bengaluru
‘bai are
followers, while My Opi-
nson will be o be-
coming one of the oldest
inners of the Stayers

Cup.

n summng up, 1 would
opt for Arc De Triomphe
and Success and we will
have 1o see whether the re-
the distance (m,
14.015) set by Star Conten-
der in 1992 is going to be
ren.
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o
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Hockey India confirms Fulton as
chief coach of men’s team

NEW DELHI
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Craig Fulton.

Sriram Balaji
and Jeevan
lose in
quarterfinals

INDIANS ABROAD

Sports Burcan

Sriram Balagl and Jeevan
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sl lml:oﬂwm

and Matias Sot in the
bt

he STiE. 208 NTE s o

clay In Santiago, Chile.
The Indian pair collect-

ed 45 ATP points and

into the
his stint as
the head coach with the ir-
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tralia and Mijan Zekic of
Serbla.

TeTes 1Ee3

Palan
will play fourth seed Luca
Nardh of Italy.

Th other sﬂ'n‘nnl will

it & ko Uesug m-u e
Msbuind Sasdumar &

Costly deflaction: Niftao, keft, is helpless a3 the ball rebounds past
Reals pookeeser Courtors for an own

er Militac's 26th minate
own goal The.

Vardhan .3, 7.5 Aneudn
-

MaD=ID Brazilian de-
flected a rebounding ball

won £0 at Real  into his own net to give the

Madrid in a Clasico Copa advan-

et e et R
lnu'ns-l and Ben-

Prashanth bt Acyan Kade
Chennai Macrmitian Meucheist Gt} 48
. Max Purcell of Aus-

Catalans a nasrrow
tage shead of the second
lex; at Camp Nou on April 5.

- ---




Hockey India confirms Fulton as
chief coach of men’s team

Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

As first reported by The
Hindu two days ago, Hock-
ey India on Friday con-
firmed Craig Fulton as the
new chief coach of the na-
tional men’s team.

While no date has been
confirmed for his arrival,
the 48-year-old South Afri-
can will join the team at
the earliest upon complet-
ing formalities, most likely
after the FIH Pro League
games in Rourkela later
this month.

Fulton came into the
spotlight during his stint as
the head coach with the Ir-
ish men’s team, helping it

Craig Fulton.

qualify for the Rio Olym-
pics and being named FIH
Coach of the Year in 2015.
Most recently he was assis-
tant coach with Belgium
for six years and was also
named Belgium Coach of

the Year 2023 after taking
the Royal Racing Club,
Brussels to the Belgium
League title last year, their
first in 81 years.

“I have had the honour
of playing against him and
now I look forward to
closely working with him
in this new phase. He
comes with tremendous
experience in coaching
and his work ethic induces
confidence of raising the
team’s performance in
world hockey,” HI presi-
dent Dilip Tirkey said.

Appointments to the po-
sitions of the team’s scien-
tific advisor and analytical
coach, though, are yet to
be finalised.
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FIRST TIME, JOINT STATEMENT OF FOREIGN MINISTERS MENTIONS UKRAINE WAR

Day after G20, Quad sends message to
Russia, China on Ukraine, aggression

Targets China
over aggressive
behaviour in the
Indo-Pacific

SHUBHANT ROY
NEWDELIE MARCH3
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IN COLLABORATION WITH ICIJ | Al

In counter, Lavrov hits out at West, says

Russia, India & China vvnll me

SHUBHANT ROY
DELsI MARTH 3

HOURS AFTER Foreign Ministers
of the Quad zrouping met in
New Dethi Frday. Russian
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Ruzssia’s Sergey Lavrov at Raisina Dialogue on Friday. seuses
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Red flags, India’s green certification under cloud

Easy certification of forest produce makes it suspect, a potential tool to bypass global regulations

In the forests of Dhamtari district, Chhatts
HOW FOREST CERTIFICATION WORKS, FAGE 13
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Gambia linked India
syrup to kids’ deaths,
now CDC confirms

ANONNADUTT
NEW DEL e MARCH 3
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MPC"S BALANCING ACT

Many businesses worried
demand growth may
slacken: Jayanth Varma

IEVW DELHI,
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demand expected
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ADANI, FED EFFECT PUSH UP SENSEX BY 900 PTS

Friday fireworks on D-St

Most Asian markets end
week on a high note

*aumbai, March 3
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UK LISTING RULED OUT

Masayoshi Son's SoftBank
gets bank pitches for

Arm IPO at $30-70 bn
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Govt eyes tie-up with
Embraer & Sukhoi to
make small jets locally

Also approaches Airbus,
Leonardo venture ATR
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March S
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bonds write-off
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Foxconn plans $700-mn

iPhone unit in Bengaluru

FE BUREAU
MNew Dethi, March 3
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FRAUDS DON'T LAST 30 YEARS, SAYS GQG PARTNERS CHAIRMAN

Rajiv Jain’s five-year wait yields 209%0 gains in just one day
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Foxconn plans $700-mn
IPhone unit in Bengaluru

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, March 3

APPLE WILL BE strengthening its produc-
tion base in the country, with key contract
manufacturer Foxconn setting up anewfac-
tory in Bengaluru on 300 acres. Karnataka
chief minister Basavaraj Bommai said the
new plant, which will make iPhones, will
also create 100,000 jobs.

Though neither the state government
nor Foxconn disclosed the investment
amount, industry sources said it will entail
an investment of $700 million. The new
plant will come up near the Bengaluru
international airport, in Doddaballapura
and Devanahalli taluks, the Karnataka gov-
ernment said in a statement.

Foxconn currently manufactures
iPhones in Tamil Nadu under the produc-
tion-linked incentive (PLI) scheme. Two
other contract manufacturers of Apple
make iPhones in India under the PLI
scheme: Pegatron in Tamil Nadu and
Wistron in Karnataka.

Under the PLI scheme, smartphone
exports from India has crossed the
%¥60,000-crore mark during April-Decem-
berof the current fiscal. Thisis 100% higher

CHARGING

AHEAD

mFoxconn

currently makes

iPhones in Tamil

Nadu; other 50%
LUCUEINELC O share of Applein X |
inIndiaare %60,000-crore
Pegatronand smartphone
Wistron exports in April-

m Apple hit D

$1-bn
exports mark in
April-August 2022;
acceleratedto $1
billionin just Dec

than exports during the same period last
year and 33% higher than those registered
during the entire FY22 at 45,000 crore.
Apple has contributed nearly 50% of the
%¥60,000-crore exports thus far.Projections
are that exports for the full FY23 will cross
the ¥75,000-crore mark.

Continued on Page 8
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Rank

1 Nauru 61.0%
2 Cook Islands 55.9%
3 Palau 55.3%
4 Marshall Islands 52.9%
5 Tuvalu 51.6%
6 Niue 50.0%
7 Tonga 48.2%
8 Samoa 47.3%
9 Kiribati 46.0%
10 Micronesia (Federated States of) 45.8%

11 Kuwait 37.9%
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Daily Current Affairs

Tapping into Helium
Reserves



®* Researchers propose a new model to tap into helium reserves to
address shortage 1ssues and a recent new study suggests that
reservoirs of this gas, with no carbon footprint, likely exist in
geological formations beneath the Earth.
* MRS = HHT o HE[ ohl T i oh (7T FHeTdH HSH H 2T hid
fTU Uah 9T HTSe ohl YT ST 37T TeT B H Ueh 9T 3733 Il
NN

AT 2 Toh 36 T oh STTE, ToHT hisiq Uafg o, d9ad: geat o 1=

T ST H HISE




What is the Proposed Model to Tap Helium Reserve?

* The gas can be produced and stored ~ ® T ST 3cUTe [oRIT ST HehdT & 3T

in crystalline basement rocks, dense SR I dg@T <hl SIS H STHT

rocks that extend from the mantle to ERISIRZET] %, el qgﬁ S IRt

the near-surface or surface.

¥ fehe-as a1 |ag ash Sl G o

These rocks are 30-40 kilometre . a g 130-40 = er\“_nd ]\_ ; ? ; %l

thick. N ~
* d Al Y

ST vl | ot A €,

They have also existed for millions or -
ISR

billions of years, allowing large

o U Sty o1 3cated

amounts of helium to be produced

and stored.

3T YEHT T ST gahdT 2




* Also, these rocks could also be

a source of hydrogen.

®* The model showed that energy
generated from the radioactive
decay of uranium and thorium
could split water to form

hydrogen.
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What is the Significance of Helium Gas?

®* Helium 1s a noble gas and has a o ZioTIH Teh et 19 © 3R 30T Ueh
closed-shell electronic configuration, Si€ Qi ATl Sl -eh [o=Td ©, il
making it stable and unreactive. Qﬁﬁzﬁ’ﬂ ST STTRATSM 1T )
It has the lowest boiling and melting 39 fordt oft dcd 1 o A
points of any element and exists only FIIeh 3T Aok =IdT & 3T T8

as a gas, except under extreme =Y AT ol DS hadd TG o
conditions. I ﬂﬁﬁg BT 7

Helium was first discovered in 1868 gifetam 1 @it Ugell I 1868 |
by French astronomer Jules Janssen AL R RCRIGN IRl SIS O 3T
and English astronomer Joseph AU TIARTE STE® ATHT AR

Norman Lockyer &t oft




*  Asof 2022, the reserves of * 2022 o, §IH UST AU H

helium in the United States has I oh YeR U oy T W
the largest reserves of & IToTIH o1 9o o8] HeR &
helium globally followed by NTHeh S8 3Tesi 1T AR & 1
Algeria and Russia. M &l

* India’s Raymahal volcanic

* JYNES Y YN ol USHEA

SIATATHE! ST 3T I 8 HH

the storehouse of AT F1 deR D)
helium trapped for billions of

basin in Jharkhand is

years.




Uses of Helium

* Balloons and airships ° ‘\gwll\{ CINCIES S
® Industrial applications * AN 343}@'”
®* Medical applications o TafehcdT TN

O
o\

* Nuclear magnetic resonance ® TTHIU] F&enl¥ TG

(NMR) (NMR)
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India’s First DNA
Vaccine for Dengue



® Researchers at India’s National Centre for Biological Sciences, 1n

collaboration with nine other institutions 1n India, Africa, and the

US, have developed India’s first and only DNA vaccine candidate

for dengue fever.
* A oh AYF UL B ATRAIATSIohe] TS ah IMTha (7] 7 WA,

3TSHIShT R STHIRT H 1 3T HEATT o G § S R o oIy Wid
T IS 37T UhHHTT SU-U Joe forspfera foram 21




What is DNA Vaccine?

* A DNA vaccine 1s a type of vaccine that
uses a small piece of DNA that codes for
a specific antigen (a molecule that
triggers an immune response) from a
pathogen, such as a virus or bacterium,
to stimulate an immune response.

DNA vaccines are third-generation
vaccines.

The ZyCoV-D i1s the world's first and
India's indigenously developed DNA
based vaccine for COVID-19.

Ueh S1UT FYohT Weh YhTL kT ZIehT & ST
ST o Teh BIE Tohe o STFTT Ll
2 I T TAfRTe U2ISH (T 310 ST U
gfaren afdfsran =t TR ST ) &
foTT wes UitsiHeR, SI9 Toh e 3
ST, | Teh Siaer Sidishat s
TregTed S o folU shig hidT 2
SITAT Yok 1ALl e ok 2Teh &
ZyCoV-D COVID-19 & Tt g
T T&AT 3T W hl T3 &9 9
forehferd SIUAT AT i )




What is Dengue?

* Dengue 1s a mosquito-borne tropical
disease caused by the dengue virus
(Genus Flavivirus), transmitted by
several species of mosquito within
the genus Aedes, principally Aedes
acgypti.

This mosquito also transmits

chikungunya and Zika infection.

<7 Teh Ha ST SWTeh{ese g
<fr < 3 T AR (SF
A TSR ) o 0T BT §, ST
9 TS o A=
ST ST IS 8
LS ERUE ]
T Ao TeehT (=T ST Sfieht

Gohror o] Lbcﬂdl%I




Dengue Vaccine

* The dengue vaccine CYD-TDV or Dengvaxia was approved by the
US Food & Drug Administration in 2019, the first dengue vaccine
to get the regulatory nod in the US.

®* Dengvaxia 1s basically a live, attenuated dengue virus which has to

be administered 1in people of ages 9 to 16 who have laboratory-

confirmed previous dengue infection and who live in endemic

arcas.




ST T SRt

* S IFHH CYD-TDV 3T ST i 2019 H JUH FE TS g7
TSHIESR g SATHITe foham T T, ST STHIGRT | farmweh weit umd
EIC I SIRESICYICERIERI]

* ST HeT ®Y H T S{I{ed, &i07 <7 Ired & 59 9 | 16 99 hi

3ATY o AN H SRITTE TR ST €, FSieht Smrmmett # fuset <7

HSHHUT 3hT Y T3 & I ST ATk &1 | T&d @




Dengue Fever

Symptoms
Febrile Phase {

sudden-onset fever < f Critical Phas
1 ~ hypotension
headache —
/“ / — pleural effusion
mouth and nose f""-//f‘, ~ ascites
T Y ' . 0
bleeding | ./ | ~ gastrointestinal
bleeding
muscle and
joint pains . Recovery P

altered level ©

/ vomiting - |
consciousnes
Aedes aegypti- mosquito itching

diarrhea

causing dengue

--.&L\ slow heart rat
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Ornamental Fish
Aquaculture



® National Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources (NBFGR) under Indian

Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) 1s providing technical
support to provide intensive training to i1slanders of Lakshadweep

for Ornamental Fish Aquaculture.

* WY HiY ITH TS (ICAR) o & M LU AT T

Q

SHIeeh ST (NBFGR) GSTTad] Adel! UadTehel o ToTC 8189 oh
QAT Shl T TIRT8T0T ST i o flU depdich! TarIdr IS o &

op sal,




What is Ornamental Fish Aquaculture?

®* Ornamental fish culture 1s the * TSI HSAT UTea T~
culture of attractive, colourful IEEIGLE RS MQOh, i

~ =~

fishes of various characteristics, HS T ohl H%obld %, SE Uch

which are reared 1n a confined T ST JorTeT § 91T ST

aquatic system. 2l
* Farmers and hobbyists mainly * TohHT I QMTRAT 38 &I &I 4

grow it and these fish are also I & 3T 3T A (AT hl Sifad
known as living jewels. T oh ®9 | A STHET ST =




What is this Initiative about?

A total of 82 1slanders, including 77 ® 77 l-ll(%cdl?:ﬁ Hl%d RN 82
d t training f ' f3 AT e
women, underwent training for EREIERIE R EHIREAS KRR

c

an experimental initiative aimed F O1sg O T T S JeTE
t ting self-reliance through ’
at promoting self-reliance throug S 3 \3%&)34 7 e TN TEeT 3

community aquaculture. 1%1@ ofreor form)

The NBFGR provided support and
supplies for capacity building,

NBFGR  &HdT {+HI0T % fo1g
including culture REREIC wmﬁ Al onl, IS

o s [N
devices and shrimp/clownfish DT 3Yhill R S T/FATSHATRT]

seeds. EIS R




®* Four community aquaculture ® 46 OfeereTl Al IMH i gq
units involving 46 women were IR UTHSTRI: TadThel
)

created and have EIERICEIERI R IR S I CEA
successfully raised ornamental =TT o) f99o I ST a%
shrimps to marketable size.
NBFG‘I{ | qhATIEh ¢l T &)
° also maintains a
* NBFGR 37Tt §19 U Ush

germplasm resource center on . ~
Agatti Island e T b5 8




What is ICAR-NBFGR?

ICAR-National Bureau of Fish HTEHUSATAIAA SIU AT Ther
Genetic Resources (ICAR-NBFGR) SHfeeh T (SATSETAR-

was established in December 1983 at TS UHSISAT) ahl TATIAT Tl
Allahabad. 1983 H TGS H B3 o)

It was established under the aegis of I AT ﬁ Wqﬁq—d

Indian Council of Agricultural (ICAR) S CIELICE R GRE DI
Research (ICAR). T=IT 9T

It aims to undertake research U 33T YT oh U S5

related to the conservation of fish GOTYAT o G0 O Geifed STE4
germplasm resources of the FET R

country.
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®* As per the Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution, SMART-PDS is an important
technologically driven initiative, therefore, all states and
union territories should make earnest efforts to implement 1t at
the earliest.

* SMART-PDS is a system where smart ration cards are
issued to beneficiaries of the public distribution system, and
ration is given through fair price shops on the production of

the smart ration card by any member of the beneficiary family.




* ShaII IUHITHT A, WTEl T HTeISTi-eh foraior Hil o SATENR,
SMART-PDS Tsh HEcqUl dehrilehl &Y € HlTieTd T8
2, 31T, Tft T=AT 3T he T YT okl 39 Siee ¥ Siee
AN 3 o Tl T TR S s =Tiey)

o TTE-TNEITH Ush YUITCAT @ ST TSIk {oId0T JUTTeAT ok
AT <Rl ST UM hTe SIRT foht ST &, 37T araeff

iR o fore) off Tes g TS U shre o 3cdTed 9T 34
e 26T I o HTEH & TR fon SIreft &




Major 1nitiatives are undertaken by the
Government of India to strengthen the
Public Distribution System (PDS) in India
which includes the Pradhan Mantri Garib

Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY) implemented from April 2020

to December 2022 during the COVID-19
pandemic in coordination with States & UTs
and One Nation One Ration Card plan
implemented to support migrant
population, promoting millets in the PDS is
important for strengthening nutrition

security in the country.

I | Grasi+eh faraor Jomredt
(FrETTE) shl AT i o [eTT I
G SR TS U8 ohl T8 8, SeH
ST T TSAT o TH=T 9 hifas-19
TETHRT oh R 379 2020 § 6
2022 e AR 6T T3 JLTwT T
0T 3T AT (FTTHS RTTS)
I 2 TATET AT st THdT 7
o T LT 3R S 43 I TIH 1
ST AT hi TS, <1 H JI90T FLETT
HSTSIT 3 oh Tl T JTEied | oITsi
STETAT T HEea U1
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Union Health and Family Welfare Ministry has received the
Porter Prize 2023.

It recognized the government's strategy in managing
COVID-19, also the approach, and involvement of various
stakeholders especially the involvement of Accredited Social
Health Activists (ASHA) workers.

The country's contribution to developing and manufacturing
vaccines was also lauded.

India delivered more than 2.5 billion doses.




ha g ToTER] R TR Hed o] HTerd ohl qied T0ehT 2023
YTH B3TT &

394 COVID-19 o JaieH H G shl WA, fafy=
fedeaert o giPeniur 3R YrfieRT fae &9 & 9r=rar 9w
GTHTISTeh TR TRl (TR Al shl YHRERT ol
1= &)

JtohT ok TareRTEl 3TIT THHTUT | 237 o TNTeH ohi oY TXre-T shl Te|
W | 2.5 3 € 3746k GUeh forafid =i




What is PORTER Prize

® Porter Prize 1s named after ° thé_( g{{*ohl‘\ °nl lH g{{@hl{ Izlsldl
award-winning economist TIAMEA HTgh é qIeT o ATH WX
Michael E. Porter. CCIRIDIR

® He has brought economic theory o IRM I, ATFTEATIN 3TN

and strategy concepts to bear on GHTSIT ST |THAT ahl ST ITedT g
many of the most challenging Hﬁlﬁﬁfﬁ?ﬁtﬁ GHETAT ol 9
problems faced by corporations, T oh ToTU STTTeh fagid 3T
economies and societies. T ST ahl AT B




ASHA programme

® India launched the ASHA programme in 2005-06 as part of the
National Rural Health Mission.

®* With the launch of the National Urban Health Mission in 2013, the

programme was extended to urban settings as well.

* The core of the ASHA programme has been an intention to build the
capacity of community members in taking care of their own health and

being partners in health services.




T = ST UTHIOT TTE THY o 66 o €9 | 2005-06 T 3T FishA

& ERIRI

2013 W UG ITE T HH o ITHIN o H1Y, Shidsh ohl Tl did@ §

ot Toreaqried Topam =T 2m

* TR SHTAsHH o1 HeT £33 THET o HE[ 3hi U T oh T o

TGN h I LT A1 § TSR B hl &THdT T HH10T ST 2
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South Asia’s human
capital is the resilience it
needs
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* The pandemic has put at risk the decade’s progress in building

human capital, including the improvements in health, survival

rates, school enrollment, and reduced stunting.

Human Capital
* It consists of the knowledge, skills, and health that people

accumulate over their lives, enabling them to realize their potential

as productive members of society.




* TERI < AIE St ok HI0T § G21h <Al SHTfCT ol Wal | ST 143 &,
TSTerH TeTeed | G, TSI o €, Thel | ATHihT 3T ST H
T ST 21

IECR S

N
* TOH I, I 3T LY MU & ST 1T 3794 SHa H STHT ahid
&, 1w 3 99T o IcuTeeh Hewi o ®9 § STUT T Sl U™

T U gag fuadt R




Need of Human Capital

® The last few years have ushered 1n a o Uz S Y1 3 Ueh X T3
harsh new reality where crises are the T aehdl ?mﬁ‘{gl'@:lﬁ 1 g STal Hehe
norm rather than the exception, UG o SIS AT @, SETEL]

examples being pandemics, economic MR, AT Hal, <H Hiad i
slumps, extreme weather events, etc. TG TS &

The knowledge, skills, and health * JAM, ShISTT T TR ST AT A
that people accumulate their human WS Gt STHT shLd &, 3H A= icidH ol

capital is a critical source of the Uch Wﬂﬁ gid EASER asT gﬂﬁlﬁf
resilience that countries rely on for o foTu s &hd 2

recovery.




South Asia’s human capital

* With nearly half its population under

the age of 24 and over one million
young people set to enter the labour
force every month until 2030, the
region could reap an enviably high
demographic dividend.

To strengthen resilience and protect

the well-being of future generations,

governments across South Asia need

to take urgent policy action and invest

in human capital.

* 24 99 H HH I shl TV T

JTETET 3 2030 T &L Ha I &
AT § FATEI o 29 ot H T
A o TIU 931 B, I & Ueh 359
STETReTeh T ATHIRT ITH L Tehal 2
T TTI h! HSTeld ol ST WTell
et o TheToT hl T&TT o Ty,
8707 UIITAT Sl TLRRT hl deehldd
T ShIETE ST S A USit °
IEEHEEZC IR ICFRETIR




Issues & challenges

Shortcomings o HIA
Lack of resources & monetary support  ® GETEAT 3R Hifseh GH ahi ]
Impacts of COVID 19 * IS 19 o THTA

Suggestions

Quality over quantity

Acting before crisis

Interdependent focus




Human Capital Index (HCI)

®* The Human Capital Index is an annual
measurement prepared by the World
Bank.
It claims to seek to measure the
amount of human capital that a child
born today can expect to attain by age
18.
In the Human Capital Index (HCI)
2020, India is placed 116th out of 180

countries.

* WM G Gerehich {914 sish g1
RIS E R IR DR Lok

* I WS IS

EIRCEIEICIRIEE]

hl QA ehid

I TS UaT g

J=ar 18 99

! ST dIeh ITH A

o\ a)
#1 3eiE T TahaT 2

* UM YSiT gelehich (THISTE)

2020 H, YA I 180 M A Y

1169 T 9 &1 4T 2
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Insurgency (Noun) : 1 18, IUATE: an active

revolt or uprising

Synonyms: uprising, revolt, rebellion, mutiny
Antonyms: counterinsurgency,
counterrevolution

Example Sentence: Despite the enormity of
the war's casualties, the Iraqi insurgency
continues to grow stronger with every passing

day.




Indiscreet (Adjective) : 3AfIehT: not

careful or polite in what you say or do

Synonyms: unwise, imprudent
Antonyms: discreet, decorous
Example Sentence: Don't tell her any

secrets; she's so indiscreet.




Conspicuous (Adjective) : TaRTE: clearly

visible; attracting notice or attention

Synonyms: obvious, clear, plain, evident
Antonyms: invisible, unnoticeable, hidden
Example Sentence: The bank robber
made the mistake of trying to escape in a

conspicuous orange car.




Euphemism (Noun): FrIT<h @ a word or

phrase used to avoid saying an unpleasant

or offensive word

Synonyms: metaphor, phrase, term, 1diom,

colloquialism

Antonyms: directness, straightforwardness,
terseness

Example Sentence:1. "Senior citizen" is a

euphemism for "old person®.




Stringent (Adjective): F3IT: strict, precise,
and exacting (of regulations, requirements,

or conditions)

Synonyms: strict, rigorous, rigid
Antonyms: lenient, flexible

Example Sentence:The quantity of exports
has declined since the early 80s due to the

stringent procedures by the government.
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1. As per the recent judgment of Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court, who among the following should be
members of high-power committee to select Chief Election

Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commissioners (ECs).

1. Prime Minister
2. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha

3. Chief Justice of India

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 2only

b) 1 and3 only

c) 2and3 only

d 1,2and3

1. ATee ATATA™ <hl HISTETH UTS o TeT o (0T & ATEN,
Freferiaa 9 & foh8 96 91 AT (CEC) AR 9T
AT (ECs) T SRR STet Ioor-v1ih wiufe o1 aged
QR "

1. T AT
2. TAREAT | fa9eT o =T
3. Y o 7 =TT

SR U T e | FI9 HE T 2/
a) ohddl 2

b) ka1 AR 3

¢) 2R3 kI

d) 1,233



* A five-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme%ourt unanimously
ruled that a high-power committee consisting of the Prime Minister,
Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha and the Chief Justice of India must
pick the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election

Commuissioners (ECs).



2. Consider the following statements: /i ﬁl’ﬁl'%l'%?l‘ T:Fatﬁ' I '%?I'I'{EI%

1. The Election Commission of India is a five-member body. 1 F v 'VJ ey 3
2. Union Ministry of Home Affairs decides the election

2. 31 T8 HaATAd STH TATE SN IUEATS I oh HelTer o

schedule for the conduct of both general elections and bye-

B, T =ATer HTishH T LT
3. Election Commission resolves the disputes relating to 3. UG SATINT HI=IAT ITH TSI fdeh gt o favrsH/faea 9
splits/mergers of recognised political parties. Geiferg ferarer <1 guTe T B

Which of the statements given above is/are correct U feU MU AT H O - g 2/
a) 1and?2only a) 132 Fad
b) 2 only b) F2
¢) 2and3 only S e
d) wHad3

d) 3 only



® Statement 1 is not correct: Article 324 of the Constitution of Intﬁa states that the Election

Commuission shall consist of the chief election commissioner and such number of other

election commissioners, if any, as the president may from time-to-time fix.

* At present, the Election Commission consists of a Chief Election Commissioners and two

other Election Commissioners.

® Statement 2 is not correct: The Election Commission of India decides the election schedule

for the conduct of both general elections and bye-elections.

® Statement 3 1s correct It also resolves the disputes relating to splits/mergers of recognised

political parties



3. Consider the following statements about

International Space Station (ISS)

1. It 1s multi-nation construction project of United

States, Russia, Canada and Japan.

2. It 1s set up 1n low Earth orbit (LEO)

Which of the statements given above 1s/are correct?
a) 1only

b) 2 only

c) Both correct

d) Neither correct

3. AT STARET T (SATSTHATH) h TR H
fFrferiRaa wYT W TR &
w

v o M

1. I8 HYTh ST STHIEHT, T, FHATST ST ST hl o8-

e o gicnsHT 2
2. 30 Al 379 ATfele (LEO) | Tefud fomam T

SR U T hert § A I |18 el R/e0
a) had |
b) had 2
c) TFIHRl
d) Arargar



* Statement 1 1s correct: The International Space Station (IS%) 1S a multi-nation

construction project that 1s the largest single structure humans ever put into space.
[ts main construction was completed between 1998 and 2011, although the station

continually evolves to include new missions and experiment

® The ISS 1s not owned by one single nation and is a "co-operative programme"

between Europe, the United States, Russia, Canada and Japan,

* Statement 2 1s correct: It 1s the largest artificial object in the solar system and the
largest satellite in low Earth orbit, regularly visible to the naked eye from Earth's

surface



4. Consider the following statements regarding Non-profit
organisation (NPO) making use of India’s social stock
exchange (SSE):

1. NPOs can raise money through SSE using private placement

or public issue, or donations from mutual funds.

2. However, NPOs are not allowed to raise money through
instruments in the nature of zero coupon bonds (ZCBs) as they

are not always able to repay their loans.

Which of the above statements i1s/are correct ?
a) 1only

b) 2 only

c)  Both correct

d)  Neither correct

4. VTR oh HIITA TeTeh U (SSE) ST SURNT i el
TR-ATHeRTT @6 (NPO) o R § FfeRad e )

v o M

. TIHISAT TTSeE HHE AT Tioctsh 599, AT HESTA S § I ol
ST sk THUES o HTEAH § € ST ehdl 6

2. BTeAiteh, TIUTSAT ol ST 30 S-S (STSHTsT) o ®9 H STl
o HTEIH | € M ohl STHI T & Fifeh of UM 19 K0T
TH H HeTH T Bl 8

ST T T AT/ T B/

a) FHad 1

b) FAA2

C) HEIREF]

d)y e



. . : w»
®* NPOs can raise money either through 1ssuance of Zero Coupon Zero

Principal (ZCZP) Instruments from private placement or public issue, or

donations from mutual funds.

* It 1s mandatory that the NPO 1s registered with the SSE for facilitating the

1ssuance of ZCBs.

® The instrument must have a specific tenure and can only be 1ssued for a
specific project or activity that 1s to be completed within a specified duration

as mentioned in the fund-raising document (to be submitted to the SSE).



® The minimum 1ssue size 1s presently prescribed as Rs 1 crore and
>
minimum application size for subscription at Rs 2 lakhs for ZCZP

1ssuance.

®* The NPO may choose to register on the SSE and not raise funds
through 1t but via other means. However, they would have to make

necessary disclosures about the same.



5. India is importing the S-400 / S. A S-400/¢TI+h a1 &1
Triumf air defence systems from— TUTTTTAT Sl ST hi 18T §—

a) USA a) ST
b) Russia b) &4
c) France C) ISNE|

d) Israel d) gSIgd



* Deliveries of five regiments of S-400 air defence systems under a $5.43
billion deal with Russia are expected to be completed by year end or

early 2024, according to official sources.
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