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India’s rank falls to 161
in press freedom index

Parties are redrawing
their political contours
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Citing report,
SC declines
Rajoana’s
mercy plea

NEW DELMS
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday found #t map-
propriate to direct the go-

o the

SC sets aside HC
stay on inquiry into
Amaravat land scam

NEW DELHI
1n a legal victory for the Ja-
Moban Reddy govern-

#an
ment. the Supeeme Court
set aside an

death penalty of Balwant

demh row for the 1995 as-

of former Pun-
)ﬂb Qllef Mlms(ev Beant
view the

mercy petition now would

Impact security.
ustice  vikram  Nath,

-hn mum:d the verdict,

Andhea Pradesn  High
Court issulng a
“Blanket stay- on an inaul-
ry into the

set up by AP, gove,
found irregularities
in varjous projects
during TDP regime

3l procedural, legal and
financial and

No union, but Centre ready
to ease living of gay couples

Govt.

forward and a "big. big positive’

NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
ment informed the

pr Court on
that it was will-

scam and the alleged role
of the Telugu De-
sam Party

The events in this case
unfolded In June 2019

committee to review magor
rojects,  pro.
and

various pro-
in “the
Region Develop-

concerning
jects.

the key administrat
tions taken by the le s;r
vernment foll

furcation of me enxwhlln
State of Andhra Pradesh.

tion” into the findings of
the :

g - Y form a committee
. by the Cabin

sex couples in helr daily
Tives in areas such as bank-
ing and insurance. without
delving into their petitions
for legal recognition of
Same Sex marTiage.

1o ook into human concerns’; Supreme Court says it is a ‘step
social

s les to cohabit

of right of

whether

oe

court’s approval, o lotm a
head

Is pas-
be

ions were
ayed by the High Court
Edennss ly, pung the
State to approach the wp
relief.

stive. ing _can
dome administratively re-
ine concerns

by
none Ilss than i
ty Elznd: ithe

The court camn nony g into
same-sex couphes

The sovernment. thoush

relactant o give samesex

relasonships the st
"

us of marriage
ur the b
e of o

big  pasitive”  towards
achleving wider soc!

ise
The court said the sug-

ment to form a

l)ayaﬁerl’awm
move, allies say
MVAno(hlperll

ruse
A day after Sharad Pawar
decided to step down a3 NCP
president. the party's partners
i the Maha Vikas Aghadi —
the Shi Sena (UBT) and the

of same-sex couples. This suggestions about the pro- Chief )\Js(l(e of lndl.: Dy, relmmshlns AMONE Same-
postpone Fraudulent transactions would reguire coordina- blems they xe h-:lmt The Chand) huad. sex couples. Inclusicn of AAP MP Sarjay
the mercy pcn!\on m\mlly The first report of the sub- ton Minis- ®o Into Tht Ben(h termed the Sngh's namme in » chargesheet
i on on tries. . we have Ih:nx:ndsee .:r-;spcu and a “step relsted to the asleged Squor
plea for lheumebemg— 27, 2019 pointed out “sev- » PAGE 10 decided, subject to the  sible and legally permissi forward™ md even a “big, » PAGE 10 Scaem “by mistake”. % Page
Go First lands in NCLT | 6-20 stop Ukraine sent drones
with X11,463-cr. dues - to target Putin: Russia

NEW DELHI

Go First approached the

owes creditors
TIL463 crove, l‘)m ahllne
sald in ks Insolvency

The NCLT. Deths s lise-

ed u-= matter for Thur.
© Reuters,
xhe alrline, in #s petition.

Sk s toeal Habilkties to ali
creditors stood a TI1,463

“Currently, the assets of
the company are not suffi-
cient to meet its Eabilitses,
the airine sid in the filing

as per Rewters.

On Tuesday, the airline
suspended flights for three
days and announced its de-
cision to seek Insohency

proceedings  before the
NCLT. It biamed grounding
25 aircraft dus to dehvs

m delivery of engines b
Pramn & Whitney lot I!s (al
lure to meet ks

obligatians.
Responding to Go First's
claims that its cash

arbitration
ruling. The Singapore In-
te tion

to provide Go First 10 en-
gines by April 27 and
another 10 by December.

seve: CRPF personnel patroling the banks of Dal Lake in Sanagar on Wednesday. Jammu and Kashmir s on high alert ahead of the
.20 working group mecting scheduled to Be held in Srnagar from Nay 22 Mssax Aems

MOSCOW
Russian  authorities  ac-
cused Ukraine on Wednes-
day of stempting to attack
the Kremlin with two
drones overnight in an ef-

fort to assssinate Presi-
dent Viadimir Putin,
The Kremiin decried the

alleged artack amemps as a

“terrorist act

. “We do not attack the

£ still mage from
shows 2 fhying object exploding.
near the dome of the Kremlin.

April PMI signals services sector
had best expansion in 13 years

NEW DELYI

india's services sector re-
uptick in

levels since June 2010 this
. led by a strong up-

s segment,
he seasonally adjusted
S&P Global India Services

Gcttlng, down to business

&0 March 1o 62 in April the
an 20 =

sty adjusted

wrl and Inpu( cost infla-

¥ GED

ton, which had hit a two-
and-ahalfyear  low

Biarch, surged to a three.
momth high, with firms re-

monshly Indicator, but all
services sectors raised sell-

mast acute price hikes un-
by

Vote for a stable government, says PM
at massive election rally in Karnataka

MANGALURD

Continuing to stress on the
need to vote for a stable go-

that the BJP wants to make
mataka ulverpa-uby

d

an.
cation businesses.

couTmuED oM
» PAGE 10

Karnataka matters most

Reaching out: Prime Mirister Narendra Mod| groeting people 3t 2
Fraage ralky in Muly near Mangaluns on Wednesdy. H S MasURATH

for India 1 emerge as the
third largest economy.

Development goals
“will you help in achi
it {the third position)?
Without the growth of Kar-

it be

ting the “pace
of ae\»opmem- thnm

and the sstion in
farming, ftsherlesA health,
and industrial

he said.
ingster said

mandate,”

i, 5
Contnuing his trade
AgAnst e ngress, Mr.
Modi sakd, “kx [the Con-
sress] is shanti ka dush-
man, vikas ka dushman
{enemy of peace and deve,
lopment)” He refterated
that the “Delhi paruar- in

NEW DELHT

A scufile broke out at Jantar
Mantar between the wres-
ters ing
nss the W chief and

on Wedne: One protes-
While the ac
C\ASQd the police of artack-
with ons, the

Police said a quarrel broke

MLA -
nath Bharts came to the site
S T ——
permission. Mr. Bhart and
two others have been de-
tamed following the inct-
dent, the police said.
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No union, but Centre ready
to ease living of gay couples

Govt. proposes panel to look into ‘genuine, human concerns’; Supreme Court says it is a ‘step

forward’ and a ‘big, big positive’ towards social acceptance of right of same-sex couples to cohabit

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
T ment informed the

Supreme Court on
Wednesday that it was will-
ing to form a committee
headed by the Cabinet Se-
cretary to consider admi-
nistrative measures for ad-
dressing “genuine, human
concerns” faced by same-
sex couples in their daily
lives in areas such as bank-
ing and insurance, without
delving into their petitions
for legal recognition of
same-sex marriage.

“The government is pos-
itive. Something can be
done administratively re-
garding genuine concerns
of same-sex couples. This
would require coordina-
tion among different Minis-
tries. Therefore, we have
decided, subject to the

©

The court can now go into
whether same-sex couples
have a right to cohabit together in a
normal, peaceable environment in our
country without facing any form of
discrimination, societal or otherwise \
D.Y. CHANDRACHUD Chief Justice of India

@

The government, though
reluctant to give same-sex
relationships the status of marriage,
is not reluctant to sort out the human
concerns arising out of them. To
that extent, there is consensus
S.K. KAUL Supreme Court judge

court’s approval, to form a
committee headed by
none less than the Cabinet
Secretary. My friends [the
petitioners] can give their
suggestions about the pro-
blems they are facing. The
committee will go into
them and see, as far as pos-
sible and legally permissi-

ble, how they can be ad-
dressed,” Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, for the
Centre, submitted before a
Constitution Bench led by
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud.

The Bench termed the
government’s stand a “step
forward” and even a “big,

big positive” towards
achieving wider social ac-
ceptance of the right of
same-sex  couples to
cohabit.

Next step

The Chief Justice said the
court could now go into
whether same-sex couples
have a “right to cohabit to-
gether in a normal, peacea-
ble environment in our
country without facing any
form of discrimination, so-
cietal or otherwise”.

The court said the sug-
gestion from the govern-
ment to form a committee
headed by the Cabinet Se-
cretary indicates its readi-
ness to recognise the inci-
dence of cohabitory
relationships among same-
sex couples.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Marital rights
same-sex couples
do not enjoy in India

BENEFITS

m Government pensions and
medical benefits

...............................................................................................

m Claiming leave travel allowance
for partner

W In case of separation, there is no
provision to seek maintenance by
the economically weaker partner

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

m Right to take emergency
medical decisions



Assimilation of same-sex couples: The CJI has emphasized the
need to assimilate same-sex couples into society rather than
ostracizing them.

The decriminalization of Section 377 of the IPC has recognized
the existence of same-sex relationships.
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https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/to-the-point-paper-2-section-377-judgement

« Human Dignity:
In Navtej Singh Johar
vs. Union of India, the
Supreme Court granted
same-sex couples the
freedom to lead a
dignified private life.
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Global Acceptance: Same-sex marriage is legal in many countries
around the world, and denying this right to individuals in a
democratic society goes against the global principles.

e |n 133 countries homosexuality decriminalised,
but only in 32 of them same-sex marriage is
legal. Countries legalised same sex marriage:

dfRgesh TIPfA: FAH-QH faag gfaar sk & +g g2 A
FFAT 8, 3R TH AR TS F AFAAT B 5
HROFR & dafdd e dRaes Aguial & fasey g

133 AT H FHARIRAT o TR I Aot T 98T T ear
IRT g, ofered 3987 & had 32 AT H gHAe Farg
Hleleil &l GRT 5 HAC IR [daTg I Hlsfoll AT &







It's a 21st century feeling

33 countries recognise
same-sex marriage
and civil unions

The Netherlands was
the first, in 2001

Momentum is growing

— 2022 has seen Chile,
Slovenia, Switzerland
and Mexico join the
club

In November, the US
Senate passed a same-
sex marriage
protection
bill with
bipartisan
support :
— 70% of Americans
now support same-sex
marriage

Also in November,
Singapore’s
parliament
decriminalised sex
between men. Its
Section 377A grew
especially untenable
after Indian SC read
down Section 377

Japan is the only G7
country that does

not allow same-sex
marriage. But recently
a Tokyo district court
underlined the
infringement of the
human rights of
same-sex families

Taiwan is the only
Asian country to

have legalised same-
sex marriage. Its
parliament approved
the landmark
decision in 2019. Its
constitutional court
struck down the Civil
Code's definition of
marriage as being only
between a man and a
woman in 2017



GLOBAL LAWS REGARDING

HOMOSEXUALITY

PUNISHMENT FOR RELATIVELY RECOGNITION OF
HOMOSEXUAL ACTS NEUTRAL SAME-SEXUNIONS
B Homosexuality acts can No specific laws B Same-sex marriage
be punished by death on gay rights is allowed
! Homosexuality Homosexual Bl Same-sex marriage is
acts are illegal acts are legal allowed in some

jurisdictions

Sources: Statista. News reports .

TOI FORMORE INFOGRAPHICS DOWNLOAD




Religious and Cultural Beliefs:

What are the Arugments Against Same Sex Marriage? “

Procreation

Legal issues
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Which Article of the
Constitution of India safeguards

one’s right to marry the person
of one’s choice? (2019)

(a) Article 19
(b) Article 21
(c) Article 25
(d) Article 29
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Centre ready to ease
living of gay couples

The court said the Centre’s offer of a forum 1o ad-
dresmedao o-day an concerns of the sanve-

ensure
movement docs not 1t a wall, eves i they may
£231 in their endemvous i court.

Senlor advocate A.M. Singhvi, for the petition-
ers, sald the LGETQIA+ communicy was happy to
accept the b frult™ the
-:m.g w© oma by forming a committee. “Which

o some “administrative tweaking” of office

orde Jars. ~But you [
need to MM the Nal syn’!bollc and actual
marriage for

Two shot down, infiltration
bid foiled in J&K, says Army

Themﬂltanlshadamedtheuneof(‘mm)lunbemachhaibeaorln
and huge qu

AK series rifles,

SRENAGAR

mid helghtened se-

meaning of

£y Mr. Singhni said.
Ninety-nine per cent of same-sex couples

want to get married Marriage will give their rela-

donship meaning. purpose and sdentity.” senlor

advocate Saurabh Kirpal, for a gay couple.

submitted.

Semior advocate Memaka Guruswam,
mxnﬂnayvﬂunmmdﬂmtcw -1
speak in nmamy small towns. Young people there

age. Do not ket them experience what
e dsd. we swant a posiive enactment of the right
to marry.”

“We o not g0 by cither popular 1o
segmental morality. We decide what the Corstitu-
ton says. If you say this is what young

then there will be peaple on the other side who
will throw tons of materials at us, saying this ks
wihat o country feels.” Chief Justice Chandra-
chud reac
_Ium:e S. Rzrmh Bhat asked the petitioners to
the government's proposal as a ~bul
Bk Jor Futre changes

Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul reasoned that even If
the petitioners were to get a judicial declaration
from the court legally recognising same-sex mar-
riage, there would be “many, many changes re-
quired In administrative and legislative aspects™.
Whether the COUrt recognises same-sex marriage
or not. these human concerns have to be
addressed.

“The govermment. though reuctant to give

orth Kashmir on
“Around 8.30 a.m., ter-
rorists were -

Control in the Machhnj
Sector. Intense

sued resulting in Do
tion of two terrorists. The
bodies were  recovered
along with two AK series ri-
fles, magazines and buge

of

Sizeable stash: Arms and ammuniion recovered ¥om the dead
miltants in Kupmars cistrict on Wednesday, s

Srinagar-based Army s
Iu-sman Lt Cot. Emron -

e :dznuky of the ter-
rorists and their afhiliation
were being ascertained.

This successful intelli

yet another example of
dase s n In-

defeat the nefarious de-
signs of lnllnh:al elemenli
supported by

It says: two
them

sary to discupe pesce and
harmony of the area.” the

According to the Army,
the operation was
on a specific mcllipance

ol
lkely roukes of  inficra:
thon,” the Army sald

The Kerala Story: SC tells petitioners
to approach High Court for disclaimer

NEW DELHI

The

The Kerala Story to carry a
isclai thatit is 2 wark

the status of
out

not go for an ~all-ornone approach” and Gnally
reach a dead end.

SC sets aside stay on
Amaravati scam inquiry
Oon Wednesday, a Supreme Court Bench headed

b) Justice M.R. Shah with the State’s sub-
mission that the High Court had “misinterpreted
and

the government. The Bench observed that the

High Court granting the stay, not conss-
dered the fact ¢ vt e State government bad al-
ready made 3 1o the Centre to refer
the probe to the Contral Bureau of

of fiction.

ding 10 3N urgent
mention lts\‘ the case
easly, Chief Justice of India
DY. Chandrachud asked

the Jamiat and other peti-

tioners to mnstead move the

jurisdictional High Court,
- o

Courss.
there? Why should we be-
come a super 226 court?”
the I asked advocate
Vrinda Grover, appearing
foc the Jamiat

The Bench gave the peti-
tioners the liberty to monve

film is sd-eaukd <o be re-
-ased oo

Sentor adocate Harish
Salve. for the movie mak-
ers, sid they were not rea-

dy to carry slxhzdsdunl

er. The

the mentioning, the It
noted this was a film and
the petitioners were seek-

ing to “excise™ portions of

Ms. Grover said their re-
the movie tended to “de-

monise” the entire
community.

India slips in press
freedom index, ranks
161 out of 180 nations

The Hindus Bureans
NEW DELHI

India’s ranking in the 2023
Freedom In-
dex has slipped to 161 out

this year as against H6th in
2022

Norway, Ireland and
oocupked the top
three positions in press
freedom. while Vietnam,
China and Nor
constituted  the  bottom
three.
Reparters Wit Bor-

whose
is to defend and promote
media freedom. Headauar-
tered in Pasis. it has con-
sultative enatns with the
United N: . The objec-
thve of ¢ the Worla Press
Index, which it

countries and territories™
in the previous calendar

year.
RSF defines press free-

World Press
th compare Whe level of prese.
freedom enjoyed by media.

Freedom wnd

dom as “the ability ol‘,ﬂul-
nalists ax indivi

collectives to select, pu»
duce, and ssﬂlllﬂ
nvews in the public m
independent of political,
econamsc, legal, and social
Interference and In the ab-
sence of threats 1o thelr
physical and  mental
safety™.

Concerns arise

The Indlan Women's Press
Corps, the Press Club of In-
dia, and the Press Associa-
ton

“The indices of press
frecdom bave worsened

several c rics, nclisd-

cure working conditio
czv\ never contribute Io a
ree press.” it added.
vak Ty mpats)

SC questions govt. on
third extension given
to ED chief Mishra

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court om
w quizzed

The Centre, the court noted, was yet to take a
call on the letter and the consent gven b-y the
Justice at the

High Court cught not to have ﬂanl(d !he stay on

sadd It was not making any observations on the
merics of the case.
1t asked the High Court to sxamine the matter
s merits without being i

ty” to be arraigned in the Hlth Court

Services sector had best
expansion in 13 years

Busine: which had o an
e ———
Close to 22% of surv
Prowthh of business activicy over the course of the
coming 12 months, compared with 2% that antici-
pate a reduction, S&P Global sakd.

“India’s service sector lvosl‘od a remarkable
performance in Apeil, with demand strength
the i

n

and canput in just under 13 years,.” mxed Pollyan-

na De Lima, economics assoclate director at S&P
Global Market ~One area of

ed in the latest results was the labour

market. Dezp-l: the substantial pick-up in sales

iment ¢ s

owar
the oullook‘ the Increase in employment seen in
April wi m e and falled 1o galn meaningful
waction.” she add:
for
the sixscends s t month, but rase “only mar-
ginally” in l\pl'll reflecting the slowest growth in
sixteen months.

The services sectors’ performance lifted overall
vate sector to the highest level

¥
India Composie PMI Output Index rose from 58.4
InM.(hl’oGlGlﬂ:\vfﬂ The S&P Global

T had risen to a four-month high of 57.2

“Despite the substantial upturn in sales, . Job
mained mikd

sassination of a Prime Mi-

The pﬂllcrns filed by
P

king
person can be so mdispen-
le™.

“1s there no other P
son in the organi
o can do his job? What
happen past 2023
“hen be does retre?” a
three-judge Bench headed
by Justice B.R. Gaval asked

At one paint, the court
" that the country
had gone on e the as

200 Rmdeep s-n.g- Surje-
. Trinamool W

Teader s
cial activist and peneral se-
desh

. ra ted
to continue tll November

18, 2023,

SC Collegium rejects IB observation
about candidate for HC judgeship

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Colle-
gium has shown that the
published opinsans of a
former seaior who Is criti-
<al about

lack of freedom of speech/
expression n the country
in the last five-six years™.
“The views which have
been expressed by a form-

the judgments of candi-
dates in #ts zome of
reco! dacion.

The 1t factors include
judgments which are well

er senior of Shri
la have no bearing f:;'l lhls

will not aﬂecl the pros-

mmended the name of
Firdosh Phiroze Pooaiw

Ia, an advocate, for Bom-
bay High i

verse
integrity. it flagged an ard-
de written by Mr. Pooni-

formser senior at the
2020 “expressing
concerns over the alleged

own Y
or credentials for appoint-

uniors associated with a
hamber to have their own

|ndt¢>endem legal prac-
tice. Pooniwalla and
two n(hgr advocates, Shai-
lesh Pramod Brahme and
Jllendﬁ Shantilal  Jain,

e been recommended

Bon proposing Justice Ro-
bin Phukan as a perma-
nent judge of the Gauhati

Court. the Coll:sh-n
liss 1 hich

1

insighe in
Tooks Far while evahu ann‘

wu.h propﬂ' l'Q( ording of
s, chea

Delhi court summons BBC,
Wikipedia, Internet Archives
in case filed by BJP leader

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Wednes-
day Issued summons o the

BBC, Wikipedia and Inter-
net Archives on 3 defama-
tion suit filed by Bharatiya
Janata Party (BIP) leader

Gujarat -
der Prime Manister Naren-
dﬂ Modl

sSummons were Is-
sucdby Addicion:

suit for settlement of issues
w0 the defendant,” the
sudge sald, posting the
matter for further hearing
an 1w

The defendant was di-
rected to file a written

2B

statement within 30 days
from the date of service of
the summons.

(RSS) and Vishwa

intent to defame the organ-
isattons and its milllons of
Such

TRAI chairperson Vaghela
eyes reduced compliance
burden for broadcasters

MUNMEAT

There should ideally
“complete forbearance™ in

levies be dependent on

the RSS, VHP and its mil-
lons of me
teers, whnhz\e committed

According o the defama-
ton <o t of Mr. Ku-
mar, who Is the State exec-
utive committee member

the culmurek, sockol and 1o
tional values of India” the
complainant sasd.
It further added that the

af the BIP in
the BBC documentary fn-
dia: The Modé de-

in the
tary that Mr. Modi was di-

tions made against the

T for the
alleged atrocities against a
particular community dur-
ing the riots in Gujarat in
2002 was an unfounded

¥

dustry, with
and satellite TV operators
asking for forbearance,
and local cable operatars
(L.COs) and multi-system
operators (MSOs) demand-
ing regulations on sub-
scription prices they are
charged

merce & Tnduary (FIOCD
Frames 2023 event in
Mumbal, with Tata Play
CEO Harit Nagpal Tata
Play last monoth com-

aned in a letter to TRAL

with free live-
affe

“Whether we like it or
not, LCO= have a
andlhtybmtobtpro

rect-
ing the satellite TV and ca-
ble business.

“Should and

bution industry that cheap
broadb: and free Bve-
streamed  channels  ar

me are undercutting
them without facing the
same regulatory scrutiny.

“Should we go for regu-

- new N

of relief,” be
suggested. Dr. Vaghela sald
that relaxations for broad-
casters was essential, and
that a consultation would
soan come out ca the sub-

Ject of
@



India slips in press
freedom index, ranks
161 out of 180 nations

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s ranking in the 2023
World Press Freedom In-
dex has slipped to 161 out
of 180 countries, according
to the latest report re-
leased by the global media
watchdog Reporters With-
out Borders (RSF). In com-
parison, Pakistan has fared
better when it comes to
media freedom as it was
placed at 150, an improve-
ment from last year’s 157th
rank. In 2022, India was
ranked at 150.

Sri Lanka also made sig-
nificant improvement on
the index, ranking 135th
this year as against 146th in
2022.

Norway, Ireland and
Denmark occupied the top
three positions in press
freedom, while Vietnam,
China and North Korea
constituted the bottom
three.

World Press Freedom Index is
to compare the level of press
freedom enjoyed by media.

dom as “the ability of jour-
nalists as individuals and
collectives to select, pro-
duce, and disseminate
news in the public interest
independent of political,
economic, legal, and social
interference and in the ab-
sence of threats to their

physical and mental
safety”.
Concerns arise

The Indian Women’s Press

China and North Korea
constituted the bottom
three.

Reporters Without Bor-
ders (RSF) comes out with
a global ranking of press
freedom every year. RSF is
an international NGO
whose self-proclaimed aim
is to defend and promote
media freedom. Headquar-
tered in Paris, it has con-
sultative status with the
United Nations. The objec-
tive of the World Press
Freedom Index, which it
releases every year, “is to
compare the level of press
freedom enjoyed by jour-
nalists and media in 180
countries and territories”
in the previous calendar
year.

RSF defines press free-

Concerns arise

The Indian Women’s Press
Corps, the Press Club of In-
dia, and the Press Associa-
tion released a joint state-
ment voicing their concern
over the country’s dip in
the index.

“The indices of press
freedom have worsened in
several countries, includ-
ing India, according to the
latest RSF report,” the joint
statement said.

“The constraints on
press freedom due to hos-
tile working conditions like
contractorisation have to
also be challenged. Inse-
cure working conditions
can never contribute to a
free press,” it added.

(With PTI inputs)



..
°
© o 0 ®

Bangladesh (163), Turkey (165), Saudi Arabia (170), and Iran (177) are
among the nations that are rated below India.

The bottom two positions are held by China and North Korea,
respectively, at 179 and 180.

SEATCR (163), Tl (165), 3T 3R (170), 3R U (177)
3T 220 H iAo § g 9Ra ¥ Jd gar fear a=r g

AT o &l TATT hAA: TieT 3 3T HIRAT & 97 179 3R
180 &I




SRR The ranking is determined by how well each nation performs in five major
areas: political setting, legal system, economic context, socio-cultural
background, and journalist safety.

India’s position among the five was best in the social indicator category
(143) and worst in the area for journalists’ safety (172.

a1 30 a1q @ Ui gl & T 9o 4 9w wog@ e A
fohclell 3Tl Y&l T g: Uslsilicleh HIEaN, hlefeil STET,
3 Hedl, HIATTSIh-ArEDceh Joaeffd X IR F&T|

U H & "Rd hr Fufa afas ddds Ao (143) # gaa
3 A1 3 gFhRT dT JGRET & &9 J Joad W (172.




Norway

2 Ireland

3 Denmark

4 Sweden

5 Finland

6 Netherlands
7 Lithuania

8 Estonia

9 Portugal

10 East Timor




171 Bahrain

172 Cuba

173 Myanmar
174 Eritrea

175 Syria

176 Turkmenistan
177 Iran

178 Vietnam

179 China

180 North Korea




World Press Freedom Day

World mark World Press Freedom Day on May 3 every year to raise awareness of the
importance of a free press that is not controlled by outside forces.

The event promotes the fundamental right to freedom of speech and emphasizes the
value of unrestricted journalism.

faeg 99 Taaaar feaa

g Tl 3 HAS FI dos HIS des 98 HISH S T FTadd UH & Hgcd & dR H SIEEhdl 9611 & folU ST SIgT dlehdl gaRT
GRIECICHEGGINY

geoAT HIVOT I FFAAAT & Hifolsh TSR HT Forar St & 3R 3ufAefd g=mRdr & Aeg W SR & Bl




* World Press Freedom Day History

* World Press Freedom Day was first conceived when a group of African journalists
gathered in Namibia for a UNESCO meeting on promoting an independent and

pluralistic press.

* They suggested designating May 3rd as a global day to recognize and defend
press freedom.

- [T 99 FadAar fGaw sfae™

- Q2T 9H TadFaT aH T FoUaT ygel dR a9 &Y IS A 9 U FEaT
-

< r]
IR TEAE JW I qe@T & F AT T A doF & faw aEifar 7
mmmwwmgmml

foT 3 {1 +

WWWﬁmaﬁaﬁtmem
dRa® Raw & ¥ F AT FA FT 39 o7



The day was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 1993, following the recommendation of
UNESCO’s General Conference in 1991.

The day also marks the 1991 Windhoek Declaration (adopted by UNESCO).

It aimed towards the ‘development of a free, independent and pluralistic press’.

1991 & YATH & ITH FFAST FH TABINT & aTe, 1993 H Y TSC HBTHHT SIRT 3
feaT 1 giwom fr I8 o

Tg feeT 1991 fdsgler ©IVOT (FAERT GaRT 9T a1m) A1 o RIRAT Hiar

SHHT 366RT 'Th FAA, TGS AR Fgeraral 98 & fashrd’ i 3R 2|



World Press Freedom Day 2023 Theme

The theme for World Press Freedom Day 2023 is “Shaping a
Future of Rights: Freedom of Expression as a Driver for all other
human rights.

faeT 99 Tadaar fgaw 2023 i

faeg 99 Tadaar feaa 2023 $r A7 § "3A0ERT &
ATTST T TSR SaT; TAATFT bl TadIdTl T T
ATAAITYhRT & dleleh o &9 H




Freedom of press is not expressly protected by the Indian legal system but it is impliedly
protected under article 19(1) (a) of the constitution, which states - "All citizens shall have the
right to freedom of speech and expression".

In 1950, the Supreme Court in Romesh Thappar v. State of Madras observed that freedom
of the press lay at the foundation of all democratic organisations.

UF H FATAT HRCAT Flefell JOTel S@RT TISC &G F WIETT 78T &, oAfchel I8
giaurs & 3r7eoe 19(1) (V) & ded HAfed &7 & E&IdT g, ToIHH @hel 1 § -
"gaft AR i awoT IR fAcafFa fr Tadaar 1 3ifER gem|

1950 &, YAAY AR TAH HAGE ToT AHS H A HIC o gl o g Hr
Tadadr gt Serdite ol @l A9 gl




« However, Freedom of press is also not absolute. It faces certain restrictions under Article
19(2), which are as follows-

« Matters related to interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of
the State, friendly relations with foreign States, public order, decency or morality or in
relation to contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence.

« gTeNlfh, 9 HT TIAAAT 8 U7 36T g1 Ig 3feoe 19(2) & ded o gfaser
ATHAT LT &, ST 3T JhR o-

o {RT FT GUHAT 3R 3@sdT & fedl & FEfd #AFH, T T TIET, ﬁ%&ﬁu—a’r
& G HNYH Faer, Aol faeh cTaedy, QTN AT STaehdT AT 3ieTerd
aHTAAT, mamﬁrmﬁ@m%ﬁvmﬁasmm
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Trinamool
leader to
return medal
in solidarity
with wrestlers

GUWAHATI

Expressing solidarity with

Jaishankar to hold talks with
Chinese, Russian Ministers today

He will also host the Pakistan Fe

Minister but a one-on-one meet is unlikelv: bilateral meetings, events ahead of SCO

Foreign Ministers’ meet could see some awkward moments given the strains between many of the member countries

Subssing Fajdar
BENAULIM (GOAY

xternal Aﬂ'zlrs -

ary-Gen:
eral of the elght: mation

Bett
his BJP Fovernment s
lgnoring the women wres-
ders who have accused the
WFI president of sexual ha-
rassment.” he said.

He sakd It was deplora-
ble that the Prime Minister
has pot found any time for

shine for the country at in-
rernational events.

Faniaion St0N. zhang
Mmg h:r: on
also came I:m-

url.a:e with Pal Fo-

Minister  Bilawal
BI’II“D Zardar| for the first
tme since they had a ver-
bal spat at the UN Security
Council in December.

Vital meeting: Extornal Affairs Mimister S. Jaishankar with Chinese
Foreign Miniter Qin Gang in New Deli. gueamon

countries. A meeting Russian Muings-
ter Sergey Lavrov will ar-
Tive just a diy after i
forces shat

Ministers ol
makl-s KyTgyzst
Tajikistan and Uzz-eklsmn.
will all hold bils

ings
tend o

ween many of the member

countries.
Soush Block will be keen
0 see If Mr. Lavrow
Russtan Defence Mlnlsnzr
Serges Shoagu's speech at
the SCO Defence Ministers
sathering last week, where
he criticised the “Quad’

i Foresgn
India in 12 years.

grouping of the U.S., India,
Australia and Japan.

reign Ministry walked back

o ch
Sources confirmed that Mr.
Jalshanauv will meet Chi-

Gang for a bilateral mees-
vhi will

ing. which also be  Lavrow, who is set to meet
watched closely for any  Mr Jaishankar, Mr. Qin and
handsh Mr. Bhutto during the day.

akes.
At the meeﬂm last
Minister

Namaste, rather than the
handshake he shared with

dia's i ver Mottagi.

lack of movement in India To that end, St

China border tal stons on Afghanistan at the
Meanwhile, Mr. Qin will  Goa meet will

oo be mectiog Central  cant. cspecially o fhae s

Asian counterparts, days of 5

after the Chinese Ambassa-

dor to I-‘rxlce sparked an
wes-

thon although peith
tus” of pations that were  nor P : o
formerly part of the Saviet  out much bope of  bilater-
Ursan al meeting between

While the Chinese Fo-

Boesting thes: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his Maldvan
counterpart Mariya Didi at the ceremmcny in Male on Wednesday. 7

Rajnath lays foundation
stone for Coast Guard
Harbour in Maldives

“Both Ministers reaf-

on Wednesday laid the address security
foundation stone for the s under-
ives National Defence sl:w\sd kl'-e importance of
Forces  Coast  Guar Internatio
Ekatha Harboau Ia'w and mles based inter-

nation.

The Ministers agreed to
press communigue ssued explore addrional avenues
at the end of Mr. Singh's  for cooperation. including
three-day tour said. This is  in the areas defence

the first visit of an Indian  trade. capacity bullding
Defence Minister to the is-  and joint exercises, the
land naton in 11 years. communique sakd.

Deciphering the ‘Pawar game’ and family power play

NEWS ANALYSIS

rMUMBAL

Senior politician Sharad Pa-
war's decision to step down as
president of the Nationalist
Congress Party and not con:

test any future elections
it shockwaves through the

would continue to run the
show from outside. Mr. Pa-
war’s mphe" and sensor NCP
leader

get em. nal

will continue to guide the par-
ty even after resigning, hke
Somia Gandhi who remains

larger plan to assert his auth-

ority "\hln the NCP.
A similar move was pulled
Bal

off by Shiv Sena founder
Thackera, three de
cades ago. However, after

the top post”

sald.

Political analyst and senilor
journalist Nikhil Wagle, who
has been observing the rise of
the NCP for decades, says that
the senlor Mr. Pawars an-
pouncement of his Intent o
Quit as parcy prs

as 3 move to put
pressure on his nephew and
show !-'rn Sat he was the
DI\ lhm Mr. Ajit Pl-

I

F
Sharad Pamar

ry. Mr. (Sharad] Pawar is the
tallest leader Maharashara has

ever seen after bar. Thackersy,
and we can sy he ix playing

7R & 2 perfect cxample of

itscs, which Mr.
Toharad] Pawas had plaved
emotionally to tackle the. is-
senior has

s with

e, -l-ur_hwmbepoinn: i
Pmr also addressed
power

er
ship at the State level, as a

ans of malntaning unicy
within the NCP.

However. one of the big-
Zest concerns following Mr.
Pawar's annou et 55 the
impact it will have on the tri-
partite Maha Vikas Aghadi, an

unlikely coalition of the NCP,
the Congress and their ideo-
logical opposite, the Shiv Se-
na led by Uddhay Thackeray.

the senjor statesman

o
er and lead MVA. Unsil 2019,
no one would have ever ima-

NEW DEL]

The Securities hange
Board of India (SEBD should use all

‘SEBI should get clarity on
foreign funds in Adani Group’

must not be undermined using the

and

smed Sena joining h: funds _inves roup
with and NP but | meenrss a¢ s Meposal S0 get clarity  bave defined 1o ilentify ir be-

had made it le the e ben citing client coafi-
there Is no doubt that he will

any association with such a

ve.
Moreover, . Pawar's

daughter Supriya Sule, a

member e Lok Sal

maj)
s Jeadership a the natonal
Jevel. A senkor NCP leader also

in the

eficial
Mshlpg fore‘ﬂ! funds Imvslod
sald on Wednesd:

eficial owners,
demlnlll‘y and foretgn priva

mgress leader said thac all
these developments make a joint

ux\. the Congress

ven if the party break
ith the MVA and joins
leader-  forces with the BJP e | ram
Mr. Pawar’s attempts to keep
the NCP family intact, the oc-

Ina Een
al secretary {cot v
Ramesh said

e arcy
ptobe mto the charges even more
public interest

-+

decision, r. Thackeray  war Is in talks with the BJP. suggested that she should be-
agreed o theis request and fo- “R indeed a shock to 10 keep the already o come tional 5
rever ot just in Maha- MVA glued together abead of  while her cousin heads the
om his party. rashtra, but across the coun- the 2024 Lok Sabha and As-  State unit
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Boosting ties: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his Maldivian

counterpart Mariya Didi at the ceremony in Male on Wednesday. PTI

Rajnath lays foundation
stone for Coast Guard
Harbour in Maldives

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and his Maldivian
counterpart, Mariya Didi,
on Wednesday laid the
foundation stone for the
Maldives National Defence

Forces Coast Guard
‘Ekatha Harbour’.
The development of the

Coast Guard Harbour and
repair facility at Sifavaru is
one of the biggest grant-in-
aid projects of India, a joint
press communique issued
at the end of Mr. Singh’s
three-day tour said. This is
the first visit of an Indian
Defence Minister to the is-
land nation in 11 years.

“Both Ministers reaf-
firmed the importance of
maintaining peace, stabili-
ty and security in the re-
gion and recognised the
need to work together to
address common security
challenges. They under-
scored the importance of
respecting international
law and rules-based inter-
national order and ex-
pressed their commitment
to upholding these princi-
ples,” it said.

The Ministers agreed to
explore additional avenues
for cooperation, including
in the areas of defence
trade, capacity building
and joint exercises, the
communique said.






Capital Malé

and largest city (¢ 4°10°31°N
73°30'32"E

Official languages Dhivehi

Recognised languages English

Ethnic groups (2019) =100%
Maldivians!'1213]

Religion Sunni Islam (official)

Demonym(s) Maldivian

Government Unitary presidential
constitutional
republic

* President Ibrahim Mohamed

* Vice-President
+ Speaker of the Majlis

« Chief Justice

Solih[4]

Faisal Naseem!®!
Mohamed
Nasheed!®!
Ahmed Muthasim
Adnanl”]

Legislature

People's Majlis

Independence from the United Kingdom

* Independence
regained

* Republic proclaimed

26 July 1965

11 November 1968

GDP (PPP) 2023 estimate
- Total A $14.5 billion!"°]
* Per capita A $36,358!10]
GDP (nominal) 2023 estimate
- Total A $7 billion!%!
* Per capita A $17,627(10]
Gini (2017) v 31.3(1
medium
HDI (2021) A 0.747112]
high - 90th
Currency Maldivian rufiyaa
(MVR)
United States dollar
(USD, used in
Maldivian resort
islands)
Time zone UTC+5 (Maldives

Time)

* Current constitution 7 August 2008
Area
- Total 300/8! km2

(120 sq mi) (187th)
Population

+ 2022 census

* Density

515,122 (382,751
maldivians)2a!®]
1,102.5/km?
(2,855.5/sq mi) (8th)
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Braille version of bilingual
dictionary sets a record

A 23vohsme Braille version of an
Assamese-English dictionary that in total w
moee than SO kg has become the world's I:q;r_sl
Sexicon. The muthorities of tdhe Gulnness World
Records o led over a certificate to
Jayansa Baruah, the publisher of the Brallle
wersion
in the records register as 1he mords l.lrg:st
- The

i the first
the Assamese Ianxum based on sanskrit
spellings, compiled by Mr. Baruah's gra
Hemchandra Baruah_ A copy of

SC/ST Act invoked against
Inspector in torture case

The CB-CID, pmmn‘ the aumnons of custodial
mbasamudram Police

of the Ca:
Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities) Ac
cases were on May 2 oo
ooy & #0-year-old man fvas Papametans snd
driver,

Virmmasigapiamn: Siree the tera victims are
Dalits, the CB-CID has also invoked the provistons
of the SC/ST (Preventson of ATrocRies) Act, 1969
against the former Inspector of Police and a few
palice

to the
sation.” sources in the CB-CID said.

Tele Manas counsels Kashmiir’s distressed souls

SRINAGAR

On April 26, it took Areeba
e l:hxns d to protect
ellor at

counse
lhe Tde )‘ams helpline n
Srinagar, over 40 minutes
%o talle & caller out of self-
harm. “The 26-year-old la-
o o Barammis &

Mensal Heakh and Neuros-
ctences (IMHANS) in Srina-
zar

¥
24x7 toll-free numbers are
14416 and 1800-891-4416.

e service was started
in St
health care service

he worked for had not pasd

helped to take the blade
e - made him  paies

ospect
hzlpevd hlm see the w“ x
the en a dark tunnel,”

Ower

past  six
months, the stitute of between 4 p.m. and Il a.m.

Help at hand= The phone senice has Boen abie to Serve many who
cannot travel to Srinagar for mental Realth £ ciltics. Wamm AHAD

zoandmwxoswasw«e

who ressed
feelm of Ionelmeﬁ and

<callers were aged between

For men, unemployment
and financial distress trig-
B

topscs such as dating. sex-
iMry snd ‘enml orient.
w

Exam stress
“Last month, we received 2
number of calls related o
examination stress.” Hina
mnnn. a psychiatrist work-
with IMHANS, sasd.

The cemtre aer 2500
follow-up calls in serious
cases.

“It would take people

e wake of the grow.
the facility Is
bemz expanded o othver

.
An onllne <hatbos will
Toe roliedt onst B ackineas thae
peaple

are able to destigmatise

Govt. to bring
out manual

IMD forecasts
the Bay of Ben

First cyclone to form this vear will be called Mocha: weather agency says various models

acob Kash
NEW DELI

he ndia Meteoro-
fllfk‘kanm_nnm_
(MD) on Wed:

day said that a

Miedy to form in the Bay of

for wralning of wansplant | Bengal by early next week,

Soordinakors. Boch these | but ks srength, direction
wil

tr: marnual
step-by-step gulde for dm
mmplementation of organ

Ex-CMD of Water and Power
Consultancy Services held
The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBD has
arrested lur:n:r qu.-r rx.l Pr.v-v:f Consultancy

Services dn rrman-cum-managing
Sirecir Rapinier Katrar Gupta sed s son o
wealth

knowmn soaurces of Income. The
setzed about T3S,

agalnst M. Gupta and his family

Guidelines on allotting space
to feed strays dogs welcomed

dedicated places and time to feed stray animals.
O Biarch 10 this year. the Miststry of Flstveries.
Anlmal Husbandry and ufied the
Coanieol Rsles, which pet the oms
ot the Residert Welfare Axsocimtions (RWAS and
Apartment Owners” Associatsons (VOA) to ensure
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Tele Manas counsels Kashmir’s distressed souls

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

On April 26, it took Areeba
(name changed to protect
privacy), a counsellor at
the Tele Manas helpline in
Srinagar, over 40 minutes
to talk a caller out of self-
harm. “The 26-year-old la-
bourer from Baramulla in
north Kashmir had a blade
in his pocket. The person
he worked for had not paid
him, and he faced acute fi-
nancial stress. His sister
helped to take the blade
away. We made him pause
and introspect - we
helped him see the light at
the end of a dark tunnel,”
Areeba said.

Over the past six
months, the Institute of

Mental Health and Neuros-
ciences (IMHANS) in Srina-
gar has received 10,500
calls on the helpline from
people in distress across
Jammu and Kashmir. The
24x7 toll-free numbers are
14416 and 1800-891-4416.
The service was started
in Srinagar as a mental
health care service by the
Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare in
2022. It now has six psy-
chologists. The extent of
Kashmir’s mental health
crisis can be gauged from
the fact that on the second
day of Id-ul-Fitr, an occa-
sion of festivity in the Mus-
lim-majority Union Terri-
tory, the centre got 119
distress calls, most of them
between 4 p.m. and 11 a.m.

Help at hand: The phone service has been able to serve many who

cannot travel to Srinagar for mental health facilities. NISSAR AHMAD

Of the 10,500 calls at-
tended to since last No-
vember, nearly 3,000 re-
ported acute stress, and
contemplated self-harm or
violence. Most of these
callers were aged between

20 and 30. Up to 65% were
women, who expressed
feelings of loneliness and
spoke about marriage con-
flict, post-partum stress,
relationship trouble, and
parental disagreements.

For men, unemployment
and financial distress trig-
gered the calls.

Exam stress

“Last month, we received a
number of calls related to
examination stress,” Hina
Hajini, a psychiatrist work-
ing with IMHANS, said.
The centre arranged 2,500
follow-up calls in serious
cases.

“It would take people
living in far-off areas two
days to reach mental
health care in Srinagar.
Now, basic issues are han-
dled on a call,” she said.

Besides mental health
issues, the centre also talks
about taboo subjects in
conservative Kashmir. “We
are able to destigmatise

topics such as dating, sex-
uality and sexual orienta-
tion. Women talk about
their issues freely now,”
Manaal Andrabi, a psychol-
ogist from IMHANS, said.

In the wake of the grow-
ing response, the facility is
being expanded to other
regions too.

“One more Tele Manas
centre is under process in
Jammu. Tele Manas is be-
ing linked to the district
mental health programme
across all J&K,” Qazi Ha-
roon, State Programme
Manager, Mental Health,
J&K, said.

An online chatbot will
be rolled out to address the
needs of the people, which
will be available on the ex-
isting numbers.
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Tele Mental Health Assistance and Networking Across States (Tele-MANAS) initiative
launched on occasion of World Mental Health Day.

Tele-MANAS aims to provide free tele-mental health services all over the country,
particularly catering to people in remote or under-served areas.
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It’s an initiative of Union Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
NIMHANS will be the nodal centre while National/Health Systems Resource Centre (NHRSC), lIT Bengaluru and llIITB will provide technology

support.

The services will be available 24x7 on Toll Free Number— 14416, allowing callers to select the language of choice for availing services.

At least One Tele-MANAS Cell to be established in each State/UT.
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Braille version of bilingual

dictionary sets a record

A 23volhume Braille version of an
Assamese English dictionary that

in total weighs

: ed over
Jayanta Baruah, the publisher of the Bral

version of
in the records register = t.be AT largest
~ The

v of

i the fires
Assamese language based on Sanskrit

u\ellm compiled by Mr. Baruah's grandfatber,

Hemetzandra Baruah- A copy of the dictionary.

in w©
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Rew Dethi.

SC/ST Act invoked against
Inspector in torture case

The CB-CID, probing the allegations of cussodial
torture In the Ambasamudram Police
S Divizion i o Nadu, has registered cases
against the Ambasamudram Inspector and a few
other police perscanel by mnvoking the
of the CastesScl
Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, The
cases were on May 2 on
by a man from and
an auto £ draver. of
Vickramasingapuram. “Since the two victims are
Dalits, the CB-CID has also invoked the provistons
dme he SC/ST (Prevention of Atrockies) Act. 1963
inet tie forves Iepector of Police snd a few
police

D tian. sources i the CB-CID said.

Ex-CMD of Water and Power
Consultancy Services held
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er and Power Consultancy

director Ragnder Kumar Gupta and his soa for
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knomm soarces of Income. The

[
sgency has so far
setzed about TIS. IS crore fixced-deposit

in cash,

Tocations in Delbi, Gurvgram, Chandigarh,
Sonapat and er Tegistering the case
agalnst M. Gupta and his family members.

Guidelines on allotting spac
to feed strays dogs welcomed
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i s to llot
dedicated places and time to feed stray animals.
On March 10 this year, the Ministry of Fisheries,
Antmal Hus! d Dalrving notified
Anirmal Bisth Coneret Ruates, wt-chwxdmmus
om the Resident Welfare Associations (RWA) and
Owners' CADNA) to ensure
a lecd"ll spot and tme for restdents 1o give food
es read, “The feeding spots
man be far from children's play areas, entry and
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IMD forecasts a cyclone in
the Bay of Bengal next week

First cyclone to form this year will be called Mocha; weather agency says various models

suggest that the cyclone could form by May 9 and grow to a severe cyclonic storm the next day

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

he India Meteoro-
T logical Department

(IMD) on Wednes-
day said that a cyclone was
likely to form in the Bay of
Bengal by early next week,
but its strength, direction
and impact were yet to be
gauged.

“A cyclonic circulation is
likely to develop over
southeast Bay of Bengal
around May 6...there is a
possibility of the circula-
tion to move northwards
towards central Bay of Ben-
gal,” the IMD said in a state-
ment. “Further details will
be given after the low-pres-
sure is formed.”

A low-pressure area is
usually a precursor to the
development of a cyclone,
and according to the IMD’s
calculations, it is expected

e — g

At risk: Fishing boats should avoid the waters of southeast Bay of

==

Bengal after May 7, the IMD has warned. FILE PHOTO

to take shape on May 7.

A preliminary analysis
available on the IMD web-
site based on its weather
models suggests that the
cyclone could form by May
9 and grow to a “severe cy-
clonic storm” by May 10.

The IMD has a five-step
classification for cyclones
with the relatively weakest

classified as a “cyclonic
storm” (65-68 kmph) and
the strongest a “super cy-
clonic storm” (>222 kmph).
A “severe cyclonic storm”
(89-117 kmph) is just one
step above a “cyclonic
storm”.

Depending on the loca-
tion of the storm and exist-
ing weather conditions, it

is possible for the storm to
gain or reduce in strength.
Cyclones are more fre-
quent in India’s neighbour-
hood around May, October
and November — or coinci-
dent with the advent and
departure of the monsoon.

This will be the first cy-
clone to form this year and
it will be called Cyclone
Mocha. The name was pro-
posed by Yemen, after the
Red Sea port city, following
an international conven-
tion on naming cyclones.

M. Mohapatra, Director-
General, IMD, said that
while greater clarity on the
cyclone would only
emerge later, the current
warnings were for fisher-
men. “Seafaring vessels
and the fishing community
should avoid the waters of
southeast Bay of Bengal af-
ter May 7 because it will be
turbulent.”



In every ocean basin around the world, cyclones are named by regional specialised meteorological
centres (RSMCs) and Tropical Cyclone Warning Centres (TCWCs).

There are six RSMCs in the world, as well as five TCWCs, including the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).
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- Tornadoes are cyclones in
North America, hurricanes in
the southeast Caribbean,
typhoons in eastern China,
Japan, and the Philippines,
and cyclones in the Bay of
Bengal and the Arabian Sea.
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Myanmar junta pardons more

than 2.000 political prisoners
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The U.S. Feders Reserve on Wednesday rased interest rates by 3
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Dawd Malpass on June 2 Are

13-year-old opens fire in classroom
in Serbia killing 8 students, guard

The accused. who was arrested after the incident. had drawn sketches of classrooms made a list of people to be targeted:
he had carried two guns belonging to his father and four Molotov cocktalls, say officials: six children. teacher hospitalised

Es1cRADE
13year-old  who
opened fire  on

People he ntended w tar-

meticulously

Dlnnned ana(k the police
eight

= ts and a school
guard before being arrest-
ed. In addition to the nine
killed. six children and a
teacher were also

according to sensor
official Veselin Milic.

L
Grieving together: Foliowing the shooting. Muthorties in Serbia

Theee doys of

then entered 2 history
classroom — apparently
choosing It simply because
e was close to the entrance

opened fire again,
Mr Milic said

 starting Friday. &

The assailant called the

A father of a student

ducked under thelr desks.
Authorities  declared
three days of nationwide
mourning. starting om
Friday.

sSparse Incidents

Mass shootings ex-

tremely rare in Sertia and
in the wider Balkan region;

none were reported

schools in recent years. In

wral Serbsan village.
Experts, however, have
warned of the

earlier

danger posed by the large
of weapons in the

country after the wars of
the 1950 They also note
that decades of instability
stemming from the con-
flicts as well as the ongoing
economic hardship could
trigger such outbursts.
The police identified the
stsoner e Komta Tecma:
who attended the
\Iidlsli\' Ribnikar school,

DAMASCUS

Viskting Iranlan Prestdent
Ebrahim Raisi halled Sy-
i Assad on

Ory the coun-
ry's 12-year-long civil war,
in which Tehran has been a
mjor ally.

The Syria confli

killed more than 5,00.000
people, displaced millions

and bartered the country’s

r.ls:m.‘ge{rmﬁmls
Kecmanovic carried

Send four Riolowv COGE
tails, ofscials =aid_ The In-
tersor Minister said

and indus-
While the fromt lines
have mostly quictened in
recent years, large parts of
the country s north remain

cernment
control

prol
achieved victory despite

Raisi praises Syria’s victory
in civil war despite sanctions

Timety ties: kanian President Ebranim Rami, left, and Syrian

President Bashar al-Assad in Damascus, Syria, on Wedn

the threats and sanctions
imposed on you,” M. Raisi

presidency and
lran's IRNA news >
Helpi
Tehran
nomic, politteal and mili-

most of the territory it last
= the start of the
Both countries remain

sy 4P

heavy  Western
whretiont
- Assad told Mr. Raisi

zement

an ~did pot hesitate to
Wo!nde political and eco-
nomic SUpport (to Syria),
and even o bloocd,”
Mz, Assad added.

UN denounces Taliban’s intimidation,
attacks on journalists in Afghanjstan

LAMASAD

The Taliban's

over a lack of funds or be-
Staff left

cause the country.
w Journalists face adt-
Airsonal because

threas and attacks on AI
an journallsis are unac

ith media outiets casing

of work bans and wavel
restrictions.

During i previous
rule in the late 1990, the
Taliban barred most televi-
ston, radio and newspap-
ers in the coun

The UN mission in Af-
ghanistan said that alth-
ough journalists continue

Belarusian activist who was plucked
off flight in 2021 jailed for eight years

o work, they are forced to tive for Roza | Agence
navigme “undear and of.  Otunbayeva, said the day | Moscow
was 2 show so-

ten
reporting against an ever
present mxeu of repres-
ston and closu

Call for solidarity
Its  comments coincide
st World Press Frecdom
Day, which is ocbserved
May 3.

The UN Secretary Gen-
eral's special representa-

lidarity with xhe Afghan

sour ts Trying to main-

Tain ndependent
Deputy  Broadcasting

Minister  Ma

des medmm]onln\ahslxixe

A Belarusian activist who
was arrested In 2021 after
his Ryanair fligh to Lithua-

son, state media reported
on

saying the mem s carry-
ing out its ies inoa
normal way.

The Minsk reglonal
court has sentenced
o Protascvich o cight

er editor of an opposition
Telegram acrount
He has been accused of
helping coordinate mass
protests against Pressdent
L s

years in a prison coloay.”
Belarusian news agency
Beka sal

Trosecutors had asked

regine in 2020.

flight from Greece to Lith-
uania was intercepeed by 3
Belarusian ter jet and
forced so land in Minsk.

e reginmes
haostage sinoe the Ryanalr
hijacking.” Opposition fi-

country. ruled by Mr. Lu-
kashenko since 1994, has

acked down on anyone
llnlzd 10 the procests.

for 3 10-year for
Mz, Protasevich, the form-

was ar-

restod  aper his Ryanair

sure T
skaya sasd. “The Belarus
regime again shows ks dis-
regard for justice by sen-
tencing three journalists in
a fake trial on PressFree-
damDay,! >

The anatomy of a coronation: A guide to the crovvning of King Charles III

EXPLAINER

LoNDON

coromation of Britain's

teer mobilisation activities
on Monday — to reflect the
King's Jong running asso-
clation with community
and volunteering activities.

How does this British

Xing Charles 10 and }- compare to
i, o Consoet, will  previous 3
take place at noon (Lon- Apart from the corona-
don time) urday,  tion reflecting the indivi-
6. the
bey, where coromations —monarch year's
have taken place for events ~will Mo-
arcund 900 years. narch’s role today and look

d
the future, while

5 -
from Buckingham Palace
to the Abbey for th
monles, which are sche-

bury. The event is T
ed to conclude 3 1 p.m.
fol ng which the royal
Exmily will watch 3 Sy past
froem the balcony of Buck-
Pak

“There will be a concert

at Windsor Castle on Sun-

nclude community lunch-
es on Sunday and volun-
R

mony was built over 700
years sgo and used first by
Edward the Confessor

uni n
1603). Former UK. Prime
Minister John Major re-
murned the stone to Scot-
later, in

towa
being roceed in longzzand  kand 700, years

g @ pagean- 1996, and it was broaghs
oy, w back to Abby
ham Palace. last week for the May &

For Instance, at least  ceremondes.

one of the s ion In 3 departure from tra-
“vestments’ will be recy-  dition, will

cled fFrom George VI's coro-
nation ~in the interests of
sustalnability and efficien-
<y~. Buckingham Palace
sd_ Sewveral of the chairs
used during the ceremo-
nies will also be restored
and reused — such as the
Chairs of Estate, wi
were made in 1953 and
used during Queen Elixa-
beth's coronation.
There will a.lso be wradi-
back hundreds

not

where the East Sndia Comn.
pany took |

Long time coming: A man locks insde » sounens shop decorsted
With 3 flag commemarating the coromation of King Chartes IIL A2

Sikh, Musdim and Buddhist
leaders will present the
King with coronation rega-
lia and also greet him fol-
Jowing the coronation.
The British monarch is

people of all faiths and be-

Befs may Mve fir z
During the coronation

the public will be invited o

styfied - of the
aith’ — Le.. the Pmmsiar-
i

Spoa
Church of audand o the
hen

der of the Faith’ to reflect
the igioars Larsd-

af Brivsin & \mly dEfferent

Ged
the throne in 1953. To re-
flect this, Jewish. Hindu,

scape of the country. The

in support af this, others
e clhjectedt.
it is

. a group that is
campalgning to make the
U.K. a Repub)

Who is attending the
coronation?

India will be represent-
ed by Vice Pressdent Jag-

deep 3 -
al of Queen Elizabeth It
was atte by Pressdent

repre-
sented lvy Furst Lady Jill BI-
den — President Joe Blden
will not actend, sticking o
the tradition aof ican
Presidents the
<rowning of a British mo-
narch. French Prestdent

ol also

A n s
on the list as are the heads
oen-

the hend of state who

kind of nonsense sl
have died with Elizabeth 1,
not outlived Elizabeth 11~
said Graham Smith, CEO of

law, Meghan Markle, will

months after publishing 3

revealing memolr, Spare,

héch further strained his

iom-

A.mg and the

hedr to I.he throne, Prince
William.

Who pays for the
coronation?

The UK. Govermment.
Le.. UK taxpayers. will

fioot the bill for the corona-
won which is estimated 1o
be £200 million ($125 mil-
lion). In 1953,
Government spent

monarchy. An April 2627
YouGov poll showed that
60% of adults were In sup-
port of the institution con-

tiusEng, while 26% said the
country should have an
elected head of state ¢
were In the “don’t know
category).

Suppost for the monar-
chy was the highest in En-

upport for the monar-
chy wae (e Towest I the
1824 age group (32% sup-
port ® while 44% want an
elected head of state) and

those who voted 1o leave
the Ewropean Union and
those who voted for the
Conservative Party in the
2019 general election, and

ty  higher among




WASHINGTON

U.S. pick Ajay Banga confirmed
as next president of World Bank

s

A

The World Bank confirmed Ajay Banga was selected as its next
president on Wednesday, taking charge at a pivotal time for the
development lender as it looks to better address climate change.
The Bank’s board voted to approve his leadership for a five-year
term. He will take over the role from David Malpass on June 2. AFP

REUTERS
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Established

Type

Legal status

Headquarters

Membership

Key people

Parent
organization

i

The World Bank building in Washington, D.C.

December 1944

(78 years ago)
International financial
institution

Treaty

1818 H Street, NW
Washington, D.C., U.S.[]

189 countries (IBRD)!?!
174 countries (IDA)/]

David Malpass
(President)®!

Axel van Trotsenburg
(MD)

Anshula Kant

(MD and CFO)
Indermit Gill

(Chief Economist,)[4]

World Bank Group

Harry Dexter White (left) and John =
Maynard Keynes, the "founding
fathers" of both the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)(€]

The Gold Room at the Mount =
Washington Hotel where the
International Monetary Fund and World
Bank were established

Ajay Banga

.

President of the World Bank Group

Designate

Assuming office
June 2, 2023

Chief Executive Anshula Kant
Succeeding David Malpass

Personal details

Born Ajaypal Singh Banga
November 10, 1959 (age 63)
Pune, India

Relatives M. S. Banga (brother)

Education St. Stephen's College, Delhi
(BA)

Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad
(MBA)




Beginning his business career as a management trainee with Nestlé in 1981, Banga spent
the next 13 years working in jobs spanning sales, marketing, and general management.

He later joined PepsiCo and was involved in the launch of its international fast food
franchises, including Pizza Hut and KFC, in India as the economy liberalized.

1981 & A€ & WY TH YaeeT TR & T F 94 SAEATAF FRIT A1 oamma
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nestl%C3%A9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PepsiCo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pizza_Hut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/KFC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Licence_Raj

Citigroup, 1996-2009

Mastercard, 2010-2021

n 2020 Banga was elected chairman of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) succeeding Paul Polman.

He previously served as ICC's First Vice-Chair since June 2018.

On January 1 2022, Banga assumed responsibilities at General Atlantic as vice chairman

féera, 1996-2009

ATESISHTs, 2010-2021

2020 T FY YTl GierdAeT F a8 AU da¥ A FIAW (1CC) FT IJET&T AT 4TI

3eglel gel ST 2018 { ICCH Ugd 3UTeqaT & & H Frd fvam

1 STadl 2022 FY, 9T A Tl cdlfed H AT IAWHT F T F SFAad gameh


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Chamber_of_Commerce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Polman

The awarded Banga the
civilian honour of the in 2016.
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PUTIN SAFE, RUSSIA RESERVES RIGHT TO RETALIATE: MOSCOW

Russia says Ukraine attacked Kremlin with
drones in bid to kill Putin; Kyiv denies role

REUTERS
AOSCOW. YTV MaaY 3

RUSSIA ACCUSED Ukraine on
Wiincohey of 2 Kficd stecxope

the accusation a sign that the

=icl Kyiv had noching

Day. the May 9 parade, 2t which

T7.00 (TS SIHAS & RASPUR, 12 SRINAGAR) WW W INDIANEXPRESS COM

CABINET SECRETARY TOHEAD PANEL

Will form committee on
concerns of same-sex
couples: Centre to SC

Very fair suggestion, substantial advancement, says Bench

with the

BusiNess as Usuar

Sherpuria kept
diary with list
of associates in
code, UP Police

informs court
Samjay Rai
Sherpuria
- s arrested
on Apeil 26

AN u
LUCHKNOW. MAY 3

onrse.
Rai's lawyer Digvijay Singh.
CONTINUED ONPAGE <

tempt ca t s Bfe. car-
T e e e s il Wi ey

AN EXPRESS INVESTIGATION
Not just wrestling, half of national
sports federations don’t have
sexual harassment panel as per law

Jantar Mantar on Wednesday. Prem Neth fusdey RESOST. PAGE 20

Surge in women in sports but 16 of 30 federations don’t
comply with sexual harassment law — from no Internal
Complaints Committee to absence of external member

wcight 1o their complaines of
sexual senent cven as the
e digs his heelsin
On paper. and. by Law. this
didn't have to happen.
trdeed. the Covernment's MC
Mary Kom-beaded panel that
Ioaked of seacual
Barassment lect by same of
the nation’s top wrestlers against

Tolkyo Olyenpics in 2021

lacikeed the mandatory extermal

Cames.
and last years C

two paneis but neither had an
B

The statu= of ICC in cach and
the resporse of the foderation:

workplace emvironment for
As per the Lave =

Federation of India
Statuss No ICC: there's an
e

that has fwo women in 2 six-
member panel. no external
member.

Probing WFI,
Govt, in Jan
this vear, had
flagged need
to comply

MIMIR VASAVDA
NEW DELIE MAY 3

ANANTY
NEW DEL L MAY 3

THE CENTRE told upeeme
s Wi dncadiay that ot will

IF TIIS IESULTS

-
Lahmﬂ Secretary to address
Pr—

Fruman conc <
couples without lezally recos-
nising their relationship as 3
marmiaee

it 2 “wery fir aagnes-

such couples. =t
to  this
e ek cay. Ceneral
i Mehita sad, The o
CENTRE: of gove says PF Feouine human concerms and
- .

member or amyone clsea

Caling
tion™, a five-judge C
Bench,

Cruef,
Incka D ¥ Chandrachud, zaid i
soes

PETITIONER: Avast
majority of the youns

Semior Advocate A M Singbwi.
i for the petitioners.

osa.
The Bemts asked the poti-
tioners to =it with Attorney
and

e court i sy s el
flect on that and build that into
our argurment .

On Aped 27, when the matter

Centre what it was willing to do

Battle lines: Many
Hindutvas bump up

against layers of caste

Why Congress sticks its poll neck out
to push for a ban on Bajrang Dal

PR Narendra Modi meets Padma Shri Sukss Bommagowda,

be done administratively.
Covernment is positive. This
would need coordination be-

: miinery,
Therefoes, 2 committee headed

Ahead of D-day
in Karnataka,
poll bond sale
up nearly nine
times from 2018
e DL e Wy 3

IN THE run-up to the May 10

he
2018, the SBI sid in its KT reply

& e e e 2
Satson committes Sor il fwues.
We have been the

NOT THAT the G = a Uttara Kannada district Wednesday. #17
w©
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retary general
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WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY

UN top prize for
3 Iranian women
journalists who
reported protests

ASSOCIATED PRESS
UNITED NATIONS, MAY 3

THEUNITED Nations announced
Tuesday night that its premier
prize for press freedom has been
awarded to three imprisoned
Iranian female journalists “for
their commitment to truth and
accountability.”

The winners are Niloufar
Hamedi who broke the news
that 22-year-old Mahsa Amini
died last September while being
held by the morality police for
wearing her headscarf too
loosely, and Elaheh Mohammadi
who wrote about her funeral.

Amini’s death touched off
months-long protests in dozens
of cities across Iran. The demon-
strations posed one of the most
serious challenges to the Islamic
Republic since the 2009 Green
Movement protests drew mil-
lions to the streets.

The third winner is Narges
Mohammadi, who has worked
for many years as a journalist
and is one of Iran’s most promi-
nent activists.

The UN Educational Scientific
and Cultural Organization World
Press Freedom Prize is named for
Guillermo Cano,a Colombian jour-
nalism who was assassinated in
front of the offices of his newspa-
per ElEspectadorin BogotaonDec.
17,1986.UNESCO has awarded the
prize to coincide with World Press
Freedom Day on May 3 since 1997.

Inlate April, Iran's judiciary ac-
knowledged that two reporters
who broke news on Amini's
death, Hamedi and Elaheh
Mohammadi, had been indicted
on charges of collaborating with
the United States, acting against
national security, and creating
“propaganda against the system.”

While nearly 100 journalists
have been held amid the protests,
Hamedi & Elaheh Mohammadi's
reporting was crucial in the days
after Amini’s death. Their deten-
tions have sparked international
criticism over the security force
crackdown thatlasted months af-
ter. According to UNESCO, both
Hamedi and Mohammadi have
been in Iran’s Evin Prison since
September,and Hamedi hasbeen
in solitary confinement.



India has 759 mn active
internet users: Report

BRANDWAGON ONLINE
New Delhi, May 3

THE INTERNET AND Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI)
and KANTAR on Wednesday
jointly released ‘Internet in
India Report 2022’. The report
points out that 52% of Indians,
that is, 759 million are active
internet users, accessing the
internet at least once a month.
According to the report, the
number is expected to grow to
900 million by 2025.This is for
the first time that the majority
of Indians have become active
internet users.

Thereport pointed out that
out of 759 million ‘active’
internet users in India for
2022, 399 million are from
rural areas, while 360 million
are from urban India, indicat-
ing that rural India continues
to drive the growth of the
internet in the country.

Thereport highlighted that
urban India, with approxi-
mately 71% internet penetra-
tion witnessed only 6%
growth,with much of the over-

all gain in numbers coming
from rural India, which wit-
nesseda 14% growthrate over
the past one year. It is esti-
mated that 56% of all new
internet users in India will be
from rural Indiaby 2025.
Digital divide, however,
continues to plague the posi-
tive narrative with a huge dis-
parityininternet penetrations
across states,with Bihar (32%)
having less than half the level
of internet penetration than
the leading state, Goa (70%).
Even though the gender
divide persists till date with
54% male users, the report
noted that 57% of all new
users in 2022 were females. It

is estimated that by 2025,
65% of all new users will be
women.

The report suggests that
digital penetration has
improved not only in terms of
spread but also in terms of
depth. For instance, while
100% of usersaccess theinter-
netviamobile,the use of Other
Devices (tablets, streaming
devices, ‘smart’ devices) has
witnessed a considerable rise
over 1 year (from 8% in 2021
to 13% in 2022) as Indians
proactively adopt new tech-
nologies and services.

In terms of usage, digital
entertainment, digital com-
munications and social media
continue to be the most popu-
lar services in India. In fact,
Indians are fast adapting social
media platforms as the next e-
commerce destination, with a
51%YoY growthinsocial com-
merce. Highlighting about dig-
ital payments, the report
stated that digital payments
has witnessed a 13% growth
over 2021 to reach an esti-
mated 338 million users.
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nere's a growing trend

| of countries sidestepping the US dollar

e-dollarisation) and choosing to use t

for bilateral trade.

helr own local currencies
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What is de-dollarisation?

* De-dollarisation is a term that © S-Sl U Q’HT yee B Sl
refers to the process whereby 39 ThAT I Gl Hal &
countries tend to reduce their STk g0 991 STRierd Hal,
reliance on the US dollar as a ot < "reaw ST 9T F Uch
reserve currency, medium of SHIS oh ®Y T ITHNGH STl T
exchange, and also a unit of JTIHT AT i L &

account.




Why is the US dollar used so widely?

*Dominance of Dollar: After World

War 1II, the US dollar replaced
the British pound as the dominating

currency worldwide.

°In 1944, the Bretton Woods
Agreement ecstablished the dollar as

the world’s reserve currency.

*The original Bretton Woods Agreement
1S dead, but the dollar remains the

international reserve currency.

SeR &1 aqea: g fog g9 &
a7, AR SR 7 Ty ude =l
g YT H J9E T o ®Y § sed o)

1944 ¥, 524 928 THZIT o SleR |
for <Al SRITT |1 o &9 § ST
ez

oA S IS HHSAIT L <[ehT =, THiohd
1 W@H JRIETd HET ST AT
H




*Trade deficit of US: U.S. has been

running a persistent trade deficit for

decades now (in fact the last time the
U.S. ran a trade surplus was way back
in 1975).

*The excess dollars that the rest of the

world accumulates due to the U.S. 's
trade deficit has been invested in U.S.
assets such as 1n debt securities

i1ssued by the US government.

* JTHIIERT AT SATUR HTET: U
EIThT ¥ AR AR H1eT AT &
g (I | fuselt IR S SRt 3
TR AR AT 97 T 98 T80

Ugd 1975 H o)l

o NG & AR U & HRI Y
fog o s srfafier Sior 5|71 @4 €,
32 IAIEH gufven § Fawr femam
ST 8, S for SmiEh TR gr
SEUERURIRRIERIR]




*Popularity of U.S. assets among © oot & e stHfEhT
investors: The high level of trust TURENT  hl  SATHRIUIAT:

that global investors have in AT fodis s 1 afss

the U.S. financial | = OIQI Oh\ FT 39 L F

markets, erhaps owin to
pETERe s 7 [T, IS STHIRT H "

the ‘rule of law’ 1n the U.S., 1s
o QMTE" o ST, I8 Toh THE@

N (NN
| | | FHIOT AT a7 2 T e
why 1nvestors prefer to invest in

U'S. assets. JAfERT Uit & T sheEr

T qEE Fld T .

D

considered to be a major reason




 foreign currencies \
held by central banks

characterized by their
stability, liquidity, and
wide acceptance in
global markets

prepare for
international debt
obligations and to
influence their
domestic exchange

rate.

/

[EENIRIELY

o ITeh! TR, qierar
3R AfYeh ST o
STk Tl Thid shl
foear g

AT

o TTT G SRt AT 3R
STeh! BT ToiA &X
SRl THTTeId ShiT|
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In recent years, several countries and regions
have embarked on the path towards
dedollarization, driven by a combination of
geopolitical, economic, and strategic
considerations.

TTSA oh NI |, g QUIT 3T AT F-ISTHI (T,
3ATTeleh 3R TIHTTdeh TORT o ST ¥ URd
Trent farslientor Y o7 e TR 21

Notable examples include China, Russia, Brazil
and the European Union, each of which has
taken steps to reduce their reliance on the US
dollar in international transactions and financial
markets.

SEAEHTT IETEX0N H o, &, TS 3R
JUUT T M &, w0 & Tedies =
AW e MR forfiar s o srfeht
e’ W it 7 &1 & ot Fea e 2




Why are de-dollarisation attempts being made?

: Power to control To end U.S To Promote their
Sanctions by U.S :
transactions by U.S Hegemony Own currency

F-STIRIUT &% T AT {ohT AT B2

" S, JUH. GRITHGA Rl | STHIGH MU hT | STOHT HET hl SIGTaT
RN ERIEGRCTCREI R i guTH 1 & foTe - & foTg
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Threat to Global Alternative Increased volatility
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* Commemorating 50 days to the International Day of Yoga, the
Yoga Mahotsav witnessed massive participation by yoga
enthusiasts perform along with dignitaries creating an electrifying

atmosphere.

* ITANSET ANT {a® ok 50 ST o ST |, ANT Hgiedd W AT oh
i IeATET T hi W WITIERT 2T T, |1 & TUTHT ST <Rl
ERCAEBRIREIRIERICEIE]]




Key Points

®* The Yoga Mahotsav was a ° I HEedd ST QHFITfQj'J T
celebration to commemorate 50 days fga@, 2023 & 50 &1 & Ut |
to upcoming International Day of T ST Tt 3cad 9Tl
Yoga, 2023. o TIAWTRIET 7 Hre st el T

® The participants performed Common % 91 qc'\ﬁ AT N G o |
Yoga Protocol (CYP) in complete HTET AT TIehid (CYP) AR
rhythm and harmony with a B2
mesmerising outcome. ° AN A, AT HecEd” i

®* The Ministry of Ayush, 1s organising AT L T B
the “Yoga Mahotsav”.




International Day of Yoga

®* The United Nations declared June 21  ° ngh {5 4 2014 ® 21 ST ea
as the International Day of Yoga in I I feaa & &9 H =iiNd
2014 after PM Modi called for the ToRaT o, S Hiuw 7t 3 39 T )
day to be adopted as a global TN o AT Ic0d & Y T YT hl
celebration of yoga. TR TohaT oMl

® The date of 21 June was suggested as o 2| 59 h ARG hT G ST TIT 9T
it is the longest day of the year in the Ik I I Mt 4 99 7 9a9

Northern Hemisphere and shares a AT T BIAT 2 3T T o he TS&dl

special significance in many parts of o THHT fI9IY HEcd BlaT 2
the world.




® The first International Yoga Day ¢ Ygdl @ﬁﬁ@ﬁ I fead THNiE 21

celebration was organised at Rajpath S, 2015 FI T3 Toocdl 7 TeUYT
in New Delhi on June 21, 2015. S IRISKRCRIRIEIC

* The World Health Organization o9 e HieH (swchrwﬁ) )
(WHO) mentions yoga as a means to ST, Tidiarer 2018-2030 9T 39T
improve health in its Global Action TR ST FISHT § &6 H U/ h
Plan on Physical Activity 2018-— TTeH o 9 H JNT &1 Socid [oh3T &

2030: More active people for a Uch &Y gﬁlﬂT % foTu 3feres |fsha
healthier world. A
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Decarbonisation of
Steelmaking



Hydrogen 1s a crucial part of the world’s plans to greenify its manufacturing
and automobile industries as a fuel whose production and use needn’t emit
carbon.

Hydrogen can also be used as a reducing agent instead of carbon monoxide

(CO), which would result in much lower greenhouse gas emissions.

TSI U {ITHTUT 3T TS HIETSel ST Rl 38 oh &9 W g-9{T a1
<hT ST shT ATSATST hT Teh HEeaTqul & 2, TTeh Sedme it suamT o
HTAT IS hl STTTITAHAT T2l 2|

TS HIATSATIHATSS (TT3TT) o TATT BTSN hi il hid AT TSic h T H
ot gEauTer forat <1 wrena &, Rorerer aRummasT MHE=s 19 Seasiq a5
% EN)




About Decarbonizing India: Iron and Steel Sector report:

® The 1ron and steel sector i1s a hard-to-
abate sector in terms of greenhouse
gas emissions, but 1t 1s an
equally critical contributor to the

economic development of the

country.

® India 1s the second-largest producer
of crude steel in the world and plans

to almost triple its production by 2030

o AIEl AN W@ a7 UHE=E 9
3cES o HHA H Ueh hidd-U-hH
F ATAT & &, ik I8 <X o

3T forshre W GH &9 § WUl

AT Rl 2

* YRA AT W Feel FEATd HT HT
ey ST 3desh © 3N 2030 dh
5Hoh 3cUTa hl STV TCTAT Rt h
DISEIE




®*The report(Decarbonizing India:
Iron and Steel Sector) was
released by the Centre for

Science and Environment
(CSE).

®* According to 1t India’s iron and
steel sector can produce fewer
emissions and increase its output

at the same time.

* X B HEH UE UAIRRAHS
(TTER) S FUre (SeTgen
s O\ . (a) N &
SfEa: 3T U Wi Jae) SR

I T2 o)

* THh FATAR VT 1 A8l IR

SETd &9 hH 3Icdsi Ul oL
ghdT § 3R Uah & 99T § AT
3cqTe QT GohdT 2l




®*The analysis shows that 1t 1s
possible to bring down carbon
dioxide (CO2) emissions from our
iron and steel sector drastically by
2030, while more than doubling
India’s output of steel.

®*emissions from crude steel
production are estimated to grow
to almost 2.5 times by 2030.

o foJwor @ dr =etar 8 f 2030

doh TN dig 3 39 a7 ¥
FTe SEATFEE (CO2) ScdsH
ST TSI T AT T ©, Sielfch

N

W o &Il o 3cd1e ohl SHI
g oft 31fRreh ST 9 2

* Shed WG o 3cdled O IcdsiH
2030 ek TATHT 2.5 THT Sig ol
IFTHM




®*This report provides a detailed

insight into the GHG emissions of the

iron and steel sector and its future

emission scenarios for 2030

-the

report provides, based on available

information, unit and company-wise

C

C

.r-'1

I'he report suggests a roadmap for

ata on emissions, which will help

esign the road ahead.

t]

e sector, highlighting the pathways

for GHG emissions reduction.

I8 fUi e 3R s & o
Siu=S 3casia 3 2030 o o
TH%h IS oh SceSi UNGwl § T
foeqa fagle yee *Ldt § - [
3cES T 3TASY SRR, $ohTs 3T
FUHI-IR ST o ATIR T JEH L]
2, STl 3T &l TS ol ST o °
Heg S

fore § 39 a7 & fiu s Ushy
AT 74T ©, FSTEH STt Scasi °
AT b TET UX Jh1eT STAT 737 2




About Iron and Steel Industry in India

® India surpassed Japan as the second ° YRA 7 2019 T S &l 7w Sred 8¢

top steel producer 1n 2019. 333{ Y STUTT 3T o ®9 H TN
°*India was the world’s second- BINRERIN

largest steel producer. * WA AT T GHU Wl SIST T
® China remains the world’s largest SIRICERII

* =T R AT wH TT Fowl TET
3cATES ST 37T &

* A AT T TS T T el TG
3cEeh 8 IR AW IR dId TSA
ST oh ST AT | e T st
IR TS SUMIRHT 2

crude steel producer .

®*India is the largest producer of

sponge iron 1in the world and
the 3" largest finished steel

consumer in the world after China &
USA.




®*The Government has taken various
steps to boost the sector including the
introduction of the National Steel
Policy 2017 and allowing 100 per
cent Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) in the steel sector under the

automatic route.

®*The beginning of the Iron and steel
industry was in 1907 with the setting
up of the TISCO plant at

Jamshedpur.

* UIHR  TH AT hl dGET a4 & [oQ
Usd seara i 2017 At AT
3R Tq: AT oh dad 3991d & § 100
RIS o B C -+ IR T )
(THETSATE) shl AT AEd F3 Han

331 3|

* AR HN TEM IAN ol &S
1907 H SHIEQL H fS&h €I A
TATIAT 3 91 g




®* The development of the Iron and Steel
industry was envisaged during the first
five-year plan (FYP), but it was during
the second FYP that three integrated
projects were started at Bhilai (with
erstwhile USSR  technical and
financial support), Rourkela (with
German assistance) and Durgapur
(with U.K assistance)

® During the third FYP, the Bokaro steel
plant was started (production started
in 1972)

uge! daawid AET (FYP) & SR
e 3T STq ST o Tk
qiehed T s TS off, Wfeh gadt FYP
% R e (T8 USSR deheTehl
3R To<fiT =T & A1), TSLehedl
(M o W) H dHF  Tehlpa
IIAISHY, & 1 75 HER—In) 3R
I (siet =l TerraT ®)

AEd FYP o SR, SRl &
CATE & TohT TRIT AT (IcTe 1972
H ¥[E g1 o)




®* Steel Authority of India (SAIL) ° T YT AT ;{f},m (@IQ’I)
Established in 1973, SAIL is a 1973 H TG, I Ueh RN
government undertaking and is 3UshH & 31T SEUTd GIAT o YaeH

N NI N
o fou foreR 2

responsible for the management of

steel plants.

N\ N
° 7 a9t yag
®* The Chota Nagpur plateau 1s home Sl ATEHSI AR = 9

NN N
to all of India’s major asteel-making il ®H"'| et enslenl MY %, Kl
centres, which are spread across four IR TSI i A, ANES,
states: West Bengal, Jharkhand, @Wﬁ'{@ﬁ\lwlc&ﬁa’»é\l §Q%l
Orissa, and Chhattisgarh.
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® India recently donated propellers of the Antonov AN-32 military

transport aircraft to Sr1 Lanka.
* WRA 7 BT &1 | SiicienT ohl TaHIT TUA-32 - uitaed fana &
TIUeR a1 fehul




Antonov AN-32

. ° ° M L~
° It 1S a twin-engined ©® Jg U Slodl gl dlctl el

turboprop military transport O Yiaed faam &)

aircraft.

® It 1s designed and manufactured

by the Antonov Design Bureau of

UKraine. il %l

NN N AN A ~
® Y dohd oh UlIHIA [oslligd o{
X N\

a7 fesied X Hida

> o NON
* It was purchased by India from ° 39 1984 H dcehiciF Hiford

the erstwhile Soviet Union 1n Wﬁ‘l-ll‘\d G

G

TRIT |

1984. * ST ATel far
* Its Nato reporting name is Cline.

RIEIECSIESE]







Features

*The AN-32 can be operated at
high-altitude airfields (up to 4500
m above sea level) and in a hot
climate, making the
aircraft  suitable for tactical
military  transport or other
evacuation operations.

® [t can carry a maximum weight of

27 tons at a maximum speed of
530 km/h.

* AN-32 & Hdlg oA &dls
& (FHE a0 | 4500 HiEX FW
dh) IR TH S H ETield

fPr s "war 2 foew

ST SR 87 Iiae a7 3=

fehTeT T o fTT SRk &1 ST

2l
* g 530 TohHI/SieT ahl ATeRdH T
QX JMhdH 27 2 IS o S

GehdT 2




®* Passenger Capacity: 42
paratroopers or 50 passengers or
24 Casualties on a stretcher with
three medical personnel.

°It also has a limited bombing
role and 1s used for para-

trooping operations.

o ITAT AT

- 42 YUY A7 50 6T

N

(a) (@
<l Al =

Too WX 24 EATed

ShedlT T 3 HTY T

* gHeh! Ueh HifHd SHSIRT {iHeht off

g I AT

2T AR & oI

THRT IYANT TR STt )
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®* A new study notes that the

suitable habitat for hijol to grow

in the India-Bangladesh landscape

may shrink by 50.5% due to
rainfall and temperature changes.
Ueh 90 3TYIT H el T g Tk
TRA-THATGY IHgeT T Bl o
G o [T 3UTh HAEE a9 AR
JMOH 9iET & IO 50.5% o
Y BT HehdT 2




Hijol

Hijol, or Indian oak, is © &SI, IT YA 37Tk, Uk

a medium-sized evergreen
tree.

Scientific Name:
Barringtonia acutangula
Common names: Hijal,
Hijangal, Hendol, Stream

Barringtonia, Itchy Tree.

TEIH 3R hl USEER US

2l

o JyifHer AW : SfGTefET

AN
(@

o I AH: &9, s,

aeld], LW SO, S
2l




Distribution

* It is native to coastal wetlands in ® I S TURET I I
southern Asia and northern Austral AT T qd 34133%{\&[ AT A

asia.

et 21

* This species grows on the banks of o 3z yefg s gt it afear &

freshwater rivers, the edges of for, 1S g o ecied 3ﬁ-{@q:[
freshwater swamps and lagoons and F T T 3T IHAR 0T ‘ﬂTﬁ
on seasonally flooded lowland i) W HEt w7 § 9% I aUs
plains, commonly on heavy solils. ¥ Her i sed) 2

® It is commonly found in the Ganges- — e W—Q@Eﬁ—ﬁﬂ_ﬂ

Brahmaputra-Meghna basin.

ST & 9T ST )




® This plant 1s a big tree that grows to about 8— * JT UIYT Uah ST US © S T 8-15 Hiet 3T

15 m high. Bl 2l

* Its leaves are thick, smooth and oval in * Eeht afer A1, ferehel 3T STrehR 0 SeTeRR 2!
&, T 8—12 Ty Aelt 3T 45 QT <Y, ST
0.5—1.0 THT sl AT T7 <l UST3Tied o 91|

* %A BIE, TATSl § A, IU-HTETE R g oher

shape, about 812 cm long and 4-5 cm wide,

with reddish petioles about 0.5-1.0 cm long.

* Flowers are small, pink to red, sub-sessile,

e it t & 1 S-S 2 2

and purple-red with numerous stamens. et ST
Medicinal uses: : sﬂﬁmﬁwﬁ%ﬁ?m% S e Ut % fog
® Its bark has tannin, which is useful for heart ST 2 ,

diseases. o SIS T UTSS Uah &% (TN o ®Y9 H 1 Ll
* Powder of seeds works as an 2 3 ==l shl WiET skl 3ok A & T T

expectorant and 1is applied to cure the cough SITaT 2l

of children. o gfi 3R Sgf ¥ e d9r foram Smar 21 saeht
* Tonic is prepared from leaves and roots. Fish SISl § At ol STed ot IR foram ST 2

poison is also prepared from its roots.
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To Have Full Hands (Idiom) : to be very

busy or to have a lot of work to do.

Synonyms: Busy, occupied, engrossed,
swamped, burdened, inundated,

overloaded

Antonym: Free, unoccupied, idle,

leisurely




Feud (verb): take part in a prolonged
quarrel or conflict. (STTL)

Synonyms: quarrel, fight, argue

Antonyms: friendliness, sympathy,

congeniality




Cinch (Noun): AT <h[H : something that
1s very easy and 1s therefore certain to be a

SUCCCSS

Synonyms: breeze, snap, piece of cake,

easy task, uncomplicated

Antonyms: tough, complicated, difficult




Avid (adj.): having or showing a keen

interest 1n or enthusiasm for something.

(™ h)

Synonyms: keen, eager, enthusiastic

= (4~ Antonyms: apathetic, indifferent,

unenthusiastic




Risible (adj.): such as to provoke
laughter. (STITHS)

Synonyms: laughable, comedic, comic
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1. Which of the following are some important 1. FfeTRaa § & ShiA-8 9RA H 3T SERT 3T 8 A
pollutants released by steel industry in India? (2014) WWW@W%" (2014)

¥.
1. Oxides of sulphur 1. GTH o ATFETES
2. Oxides of nitrogen 2 :I'I'sf?ﬁﬂtf% HAFAES
3. Carbon monoxide 3. Wﬁw
4. Carbon dioxide 4. TS ST3ATHATEE
Select the correct answer using the code given below: T feu T 3 hl H@PTEI?{H%(TWﬂﬁQ:
(a) 1, 3 and 4 only (T) shaet 1, 3 3T 4
(b) 2 and 3 only (sih) hael 2 3TN 3
(¢) 1 and 4 only (#0) Fad | 3R 4

(d) 1,2, 3 and 4 @) 1,2,3 34






2. Consider the following statements 2. FterRaa oAl W femm =6e

. £
1. Article 142 authorises the Supreme Court to grant in 1. 34%\3@@3 142 W%Qﬁﬁw oY STETEAd AT =ATATIERTOT

its discretion special leave to appeal from any ST IR ToheT oft Aret 1 foret oft fola @ STl v 6
judgement in any matter passed by any court or foTT 19 fooes o fomiy iﬂfl}lﬁ < o ToTu Hai=g <mer
tribunal in the territory of India. Sl 3ferehd AT g

2. Article 143 of the Constitution authorises the 2.  GiggH @ 3'!-\1;%\% 143 Wﬁﬁ@@mﬁﬂﬁﬁ
president to seek the opinion of the Supreme court in AT &l T i o felg 34'&47?'?[ LT 2l
certain matters. ot YT T =T T8

Choose the incorrect statements: ) e |

LEmY sft) shelet 2

b) 2 only ) 1 ¥R 2 3Rt

c) Both 1 and 2 d):f?ﬁl T2

d) Neither 1 nor 2



* Article 142 provides discretionary power to the Supreme Court as it states

that the SC 1n the exercise of its jurisdiction may pass such decree or make

such order as 1s necessary for doing complete justice in any cause or matter

pending before it.

* Article 136 deals with the special leave to appeal by the Supreme court. It
means that the Supreme Court 1s authorised to grant in its discretion special
leave to appeal from any judgement in any matter passed by any court or

tribunal in the territory of India (except military tribunal and court-martial).



3. Consider the following statements about Padma Awards

1. Awardees receive a Sanad (Certificate) and Medallion but no

monetary grant is attached to these Awards.

2. The nominations are placed placed before the Padma Awards
Committee, which is constituted by the Prime Minister once in

five year.

3. The Padma Awards Committee is headed by the Home
Secretary.

Choose the incorrect statements:
a) 1 only

b) 1,2 and 3

c)2and 3

d) 3 only

3. U3 TR oh 9N H (HEferiad st o e et

1. TR forsiarstt ch\l'%a? e (SHTIT 9=T) 37T Yeeh TTH BIdT 2
Ao 3 GUEERI o |1 IS HITseh TS S el 8id 8

2. SATHieRA YT TR EHI o SHEY W ST &, fSreent e
T ERT I 99 | Teh L fohaT STTT &

3. U AR AT o TERE T8 |ied 8 ol

TeTd heHT T T i
) shefed |

&) 1,2 3R 3

T 2 3R 3

) had 3



* All nominations received for Padma Awards are placed before the Padma

Awards Committee, which 1s constituted by the Prime Minister every year.

®*The Padma Awards Committee 1s headed by the Cabinet Secretary and

includes Home Secretary, Secretary to the President and four to six eminent

persons as members.

® The Prime Minister and the President of India finally review and approve the

recommendations.



4. Consider the following statements about Windfall Tax 4. 'i%lg'q'fl?'l' %TR:[ %5 El'ﬁ' 'ﬁ' ﬁlﬁl'%ﬁ'\@?l' ?:F%F-ﬁ‘ T '%I%I'I'{ Eﬁ\‘

1.  Itisa higher tax levied by the government on specific 1. I8 WWW%WRWW SICEIR] Ueh 3= Y
industries when they experience unexpected and above-
2, 519 of STTCATRIG ST ST & eI AT T ST Fld
average profits. 5
2. When a company earns profits from an investment :
_ , 2. S bl o et Wil 3 sraE & fordr @ gAaThT
strategy or an expansion of business the government can Ry >
. . HATAT & AT TR 36 ToTed TX [ASHIcT o oh qad bl ol
tax this revenue under Windfall tax.
Hehel! 2|
Choose the correct statements:
T HYAT T T DL
a) 1 only
b) 2 only R 1
&ft) shaet 2

c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2 c) 1 AR 2 AT

d)Tar1 AT 2



* When the government notices a sudden increase in an industry’s revenue,

w

they impose this tax.

®* However, these revenues cannot be linked to anything the company actively

pursued, such as 1ts business strategy or expansion.

* Consequently, a Windfall Tax 1s imposed on an industry’s profits when it

experiences a sharp increase in revenue due to unrelated external events.



5. With respect to ‘hijol’ tree found in India, consider 3. HA | UTY AT 1ot 'fesiier’ &7 o daer § fferieaa
the following statements. ol O fererm shifsul

w

v o M

1. I%US YqE &9 § WRA o GIHT =el § ST Sl 2
2. FETHUS ! YN & Si oI1G o HEMI oh 3T 2l

1. This tree is majorly grown in western ghats of India.

2. Itis atree species adapted to floodplains.

IUUh AT | © ShiH-91/8 TE 2/2?
Which of the above statemnts is/are correct? ‘
HE e I = i
Select the correct code.
METKR
1 onl
a) 1 only &) haet 2
cien ¢) 1 31 2 2Rt

d) Neither 1 nor 2



* The managed over millennia as family and community forest in the Ganges-

Brahmaputra- water-loving hijol, adapted has been tree, to floodplains, traditionally

Evergreen Meghna basin

* A new study that works out the impact of climate change notes that the species

distribution will be hit by erratic rainfall and temperature changes.

* The suitable habitat for hijol (Barringtonia acutangula) to grow in the India-Bangladesh
landscape (IBL) may shrink by 50.57 percent due to rainfall and temperature changes, the
study, which models current and future climate scenarios, predicts. The authors

recommend that the IUCN assess the species vulnerability and list it in i1ts assessment.



