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* What is the key objective of Project VISTAAR launched by IIT Madras
and the Ministry of Agriculture?

SIS Ao 3N F FAery g@anr & Hr a1 aRIsr
EEGUES]

T 7T 3682 FAT 87

* A. Promote dlgltal education for farmers / fFaET & v RBfeea
fram F Ferar
B. Digitize the agricultural extension system /EFﬁ' faearr gorel &1
feforeelienor &Te

C. Enhance exports of agricultural products / H-Tﬁ' 3c9Tel & @A

afr gerar el
D. Develop high-yield crop varieties / 3TI 39T dTell B et
ST AT 3T




* What is the base year for the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) revision
planned by the Ramesh Chand Committee? ‘
AL TG AT GaRT AStelr & dgd U H{ed gaahish (WPI) &+
foIT 3MYR ay a7 872

* A. 2004-05
B.2011-12
C. 2022-23
D. 2025-26




* What is the architectural significance of the Mubarak Manzil Palace?

AR AfSTel Hgel ol e RIedd [aIydr &1 §7?

 A. Built entirely with white marble / qc\ff g ¥ %c HITATAT &

B. Reflects a blend of Mughal and British architectural styles / Halel
AR fafeer aqfedr dfeat w1 Asor qefar @

C. Contains the Iargest dome in India / ARd q 999 CE]) ?Iﬁ?.\"
AT &

D. Known for its underground tunnels / 379<Y HfAITT GRIT & fow
ﬁ LN S

~




* What is the projected target for India's banana exports over the next

five years?
%-I?Tgrqm dﬁﬁ%%éﬁ%ﬁ'ﬂ‘rﬁwwﬁﬁﬂ&u c2l)
?
* A. S500 million
B. $750 million
C. $S1 billion
D. S2 billion



 Which virus is known as the stomach flu and has caused recent
outbreaks in the United States?

hiel & JTAE ﬁ‘c’tFarél?TCrﬁrdldl ST & AR gioT ar &
YT TS HANHT 7 $HS Gl ¢ AT §7

e A. Norovirus / ARIETEAH
TgTHYTE

B. HMPV /

C. RSV / 3TRTHd!

D. Rotavirus /




* What myth is debunked about adding salt to water?
il H dH% STl d Jad i A7 AU o @rier fhar
IAT §72

* A. It makes water freeze faster / Ig 9Tl I dail & STHTAT %‘

B. It makes water boil faster / dg gl Y deit @ 3dreldl %’
C. It prevents water from boiling / I§ 9Teil &1 3dclat & Jhdl %

D. It decreases the boiling temperature / I§ 39Tl & dTIHTT Y
HH FIAT &




* What is the estimated cost of China’s mega dam project on the Yarlung
Tsangpo River?

AR THETIT TaT 9T ATl I HIM SH IRATSTAT I 3TAT AT

oIl T 872

* A. S50 billion
B. $100 billion
C. $137 billion
D. $200 billion




* Which type of Internet connectivity does Air India now offer on
domestic flights?

U331 319 8] 33TAT W il HT YR AT 5eTaAe
aﬁlﬁaﬁﬁuqld T 872

* A. Fiber-based Internet / BISaX 3T Eﬁﬁ?
B. Air-to-Ground and Satellite-Based Connectivity / U‘&'IT—E—UJ'B'S' IR
Heemse raRa FafFefQd
C. Cellular Tower Networks Only / &ael m ZlaY deds
D. High-Speed Fiber Optics / 3T afd WIW ATy




* What major challenge was identified for Vande Bharat sleeper trains
during trials?

&0 & GRIeT d¢ HRA TlldR ¢oll o folT HET Taldl FT
UgTeAT IS >0

* A. Passenger comfort at high speeds / 3= 9T 9T ITI3AT &Y
glaer
B. Stability of the train / ¢oT @ T&UXAT
C. Arrangement of berths and luggage storage / ¥ R e
$TSRUT &I cqa&yT

D. Connectivity issues on long-distance routes / el a,:fr & AT W
FofFcad] FAEITT




* What technology is primarily used in satellite-based in-flight Internet

stems?
ﬁ/ CATSC MR $A-FeliSe ScXaic [AFeH H HTT &7 F Aol
Y Teheileh T 39AIT foRaT ST £72

* A. Cellular Towers / m ALK
B. Ground Stations and 3atellites / AT38 TeAd 3R ﬁﬂ?-l‘l%??\q'

C. Fiber Optics / BISdY AfceTq
D. Microwave Transmission / Iﬂgﬁ?ﬁa mﬁr&rrr
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“Simplicity is
the ultimate
sophistication.”

Leonardo da Vinci, cited in Various
works
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Butter
chicken on
the shores

of Goa

Dethi’s

h are descending on Goa,

bringing in big-ticket real estate and other

changes but locals a

MAGAZINE® PAGE 1

re not all that thrilled

4

Waker-uz-Zaman
The General behind
the throne
PROFILES » PAGE S

R. Chidambaram,
doyen of nuclear
programme, dies at 88
MEWS » PAGE 5

Border-Gavaskar
Trophy final Test
tantalisingly poised
SPORT » PAGE 13

NEW YORK
The New York judge prleﬂing
Srer LS. President sle
Trmpla Tnssh sy
case on Frickay set sentencing
10 days before his January 20
InauZUMAtoN. » PAGE 12

Cowpca seeds in

ISRO mission
sprout in space
BENGALURU

A Batch of cowpea seeds have

Cavan i orbi by an ISRO
mission. » PAGE S

At his first security review meeti

New Govemor suggests use of NSA in Manipur

unities for ‘misguided youth, asks security agencies to prepare daossiers on key suspects

fuelling violence and initiate action against then top officials induding Security Adviser and Director-General of Police attend meeting, but Chief Minister was absent

NEW DELHI

day after assuming

arge, Manipur

(.overnor Ajay Ku-

mar Bhalla held a security

review meeting on Satur-

day and suggested that the
State police use legal op-

tions such as the Nnnon:\.l

Security Act, 1980, which

eral of Police Rajtv Singh,
and other officials attend.
ed the unified command
meeting. Chief Minister N_

Biren was not
present.
Mr. Bhalla discussed

employment opportun:

tunities
for the “misguided” youth,

and asked the security
agencles to prepare dos-
siers on key suspects who
were fuelling violence and
initiste  action  against
them.

The Central Reserve Pol-
ice Force and the Border
Securky Force flagged the

violatia Seasefire

ground rules by th
et facton of the United
National Liberation Front

(UNLF), the oldest armed
Meites  Insurgent group,
which peace

agreement with the Union
Home Ministry and Mani-
pur government on No-
vember 29, 2023.
group advocates for
the secession of Manipur
and largely operates from
Myanmar. Around SO
members of the group with
31 weapons had surren-
dered then.
Yamgangpokpi (YKPI) in

Governor Ajsy Kurmar Bhalla chairng » meeting at the Raj Shavan

in Imphal on the law and order situation

Imphal East, a buffer zone
between the valley and
hills, has become the lLatest
flashpoine of violence in
Manipur.

Centre of unrest

The area had witnessed at
least S0 incidents of firing
since December 24, anoth-
er government official said.

n Marspur. #T
The trigger for the vio-

pokpi, where the Superin-
tendent of Police (SI’) ‘was
injured est rally
greanised by fhe Xulazo

body Committee On Tribal
Unity (CoTU) became vio-
lent, was the demand for
withdrawal of a camp set
up by Central Armed Pol-

ice Forces (CAPF) on De-

Highway 202 dmphal-Uk-
hrul) on one side and Kha-
menlok-Gwaltabi reserved

blematic area where Kuki-
Zo volunteers had set up a
at a vantage point
after echnic violence erupt-
ed in the State on May 3.
Central security forces
removed the bunker and
set up a camp In Saibol on
December 30. The move
was protested by the local
women and several of
them were injured in clash-
es with CAPF personnel.
This area did not have any
security camp in place ear-
Eer.

The camps of KukiZo
insurgent groups and Mel-
t=d inmmgent group UNLF
are also locan Ppe-
riphery of S

Escalating violence
A defence source said that
a few rounds were

m bunkers in the \'aue)'
Goemice of Lmphal East to-
wards the Kuki-Zo areas in

ra-
tion was conducted a day
Iater and six bunkers of Ku-
ki-Zo willage volunteers
were dismantled at Phai-
mol near YKPL

“Since the Kuki-Zo
bunkers are at a height,
particularly at Phaimol and
Urangpat, the Meiteis feel

threatened and this area in
has seen several in-

stances of fu The Mei-
tel ve demanded
bunk-

e
Since June 2023, buffer

zones between the valley
ar where the Meiteis
live the hills re the

and
Kuki-Zos live have been

In Kangpokpl armed
cadres of Kuki-Zo insur-

quarters and SP office.

VESTED INTEREST: CONG.
» PAGE 4

Tragedy in Bandipora

- S
Fatal fall: Four soldiers were killed a3 an Army truck skidded off the road and plunged into a gorge in Bandipora district of Jamme and

Kashenic on Saturday. SPEGAL ARRANGEMENT [REPORT OM PAGE 3)

CHANDIGARH

With farmers and farm la-

groups nuing
their protest at the inter-
State boundarses of b
and Haryana, a Kisan Ma-
hapanchayat was held at
Khanausi in Punjab on Sa-
ur

leader Jogtit

singh Dallewal, whose
definke fast entered m

forward e strengthen the
ongoing protests and o
v a ‘the Union

gl

(MSP) for their cre
= government may
exert whatever force it

Jagiit

Mahapanchayat at Thaneertin Puniab on Saturday: st

wants but eventually, we

ing the gatherl a
stage at the protest site.
where he was bro out
in a strescher.

Meanwhile, Punjab

Agriculture Minister Gur-
meet Singh Khudian urged
Agriculture Minnsler
Shl\-ra_) Singh Chouhan ©
revive. the. dialogue bee.

ween the Centre and the
agitating farmer unions at
the earliest.

State’s

He said the Punpb govern-
ment supported the farm-
ers’ legitimate demands
and was enthusiastic about
working with the Conere im
achieve the o

“prosperous zgn-:uhme

At Mahapanchayat, Dallewal calls upon
farmers from all States to join protest

The call for the Kisan
panchayat was given
by the Samyukta Kisan

been camping at the inter-
State boundaries between
Haryana and Punjab, after

ing stopped from enter-

of the National Policy Fra-
mework on Agricultural
Markex:

teriorating health condi-
tion of the fasting leader
Mr. Dallewal.

Bad weather affects nearly 500 flight services
from Delhi as heavy fog blankets northern States

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Nearly S00 flights were af-

gulfed the northern parts

of india.
Tl 8 p.m. on Saturday,
412 flights were delayed by

ver 45 mimates, acces
to the flight tracking web-
site flightradar 24.

Anothe:

r 45 flights were
cancelled, which included
those affected by

weather at the destination
airport; 19 flights were di-

cae
x

verted to alternative

airports.
Flights were affected in

Tripura, Assam, Megha-
laya. and a
Low visibili

ity
In Delh, zero visibility con-
ditions prevailed between
1130 pm. on Friday and
8.30 a.m. on Saturday, ac-
cording to India Meteoro-
logical Department scien-

Fight attendants

tist R.K. Jenamanl ﬂlgh!

departures and arrivals
came to a halt intermittent-
ly, as the runway visual

make their way to the indira Gandhs Intemational
Airport on a cold and fogsy Saturday morning in Delhi. o1

range (visibility for plots in
an aircraft aided by lights
on the runway) remaimed
between 100 metres and

250 merres throughout,
and even dropped to be-
0 metres at tmes,

andings
arrivals at the 1G1 aleport.

o to sources.

Flight operations at the
alrport were conducted
under low visibility condi-
tions through the day.

“Dense fog causing low
ysibility In he northern

continues to Impact
n.gm operations even dur-
ing daytime hours.” IndiGo

posted on X
|

P Sekhsaria

An International cruise ter-
minal to facilitate a “glo-
bal” portled city. “high-
end” tourism, and a ship-
breaking yard are among
the new additions to the

Great Nicobar Island pro-
posed by the Union Ship-
ping Ministry over the last

months, according to
letters accessed by this wri-
ter. The Ministry has also
sought 100 acres of land
with a seafront for its pro-

posals.
Until now, the govern-
ment has restricted right to

Cruise terminal proposed
for Great Nicobar Island

An aerial view

Nicobar. Erveis
oot s e (P i

information requests
abous Savirommn ) cle.a-
rances for this me

Joct, which includes a il
tary-civil airport, on the
grounds that it will affect
India’s security concerns.

It &5 not clear how the Ship-

ping Ministry's new propo-
sals will compatible
with such concerns.

FULL REPORT ON
»PAGES




Cruise terminal proposed
for Great Nicobar Island

Pankaj Sekhsaria

An international cruise ter-
minal to facilitate a “glo-
bal” port-led city, “high-
end” tourism, and a ship-
breaking yard are among
the new additions to the
X72,000-crore  mega-in-
frastructure project in
Great Nicobar Island pro-
posed by the Union Ship-
ping Ministry over the last
eight months, according to
letters accessed by this wri-
ter. The Ministry has also
sought 100 acres of land
with a seafront for its pro-
posals.

Until now, the govern-
ment has restricted right to

An aerial view of Andaman and Nicobar. Environmentalists are
concerned over development plans for Great Nicobar. GETTY IMAGES

information requests
about environment clea-
rances for this mega pro-
ject, which includes a mili-
tary-civil airport, on the
grounds that it will affect
India’s security concerns.

It is not clear how the Ship-
ping Ministry’s new propo-
sals will be compatible
with such concerns.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 3

A IN-X



Ministry proposes cruise terminal and
high-end tourism infra on Great Nicobar

Shipping Ministry also seeks 100 acres of land with seafront for shipbuilding, repair facilities, exim port; six-month-long running correspondence has

no mention of security and strategic concerns earlier cited by Environment Ministry to deny RTI requests on further details of Great Nicobar project

Pankaj Sekhsaria

he Union Shipping

Ministry is making

ambitious plans for
high-end tourism along
with a shipbuilding and re-
pair yard on Great Nicobar
Island, according to a se-
ries of letters written to the
Andaman and Nicobar ad-
ministration and the Union
Home Ministry over the
last eight months.

The current 72,000-
crore project already in-
cludes an international
container transshipment
port proposed at Galathea
Bay, an airport, a power
plant, and a massive green-
field township and tourism
project to be spread over
130 sq. km of land that is
now pristine tropical for-
est. The project is being
implemented by the Port
Blair-based Andaman and
Nicobar Islands Integrated
Development Corporation
Ltd (ANIIDCO). The Stage I
forest clearance for diver-
sion of 130 sq. km of forest
land was granted in Octob-
er 2022 and followed in No-
vember 2022 by environ-

mental and coastal
regulation zone (CRZ)
clearances.

In April 2024, Rajeev

Kumar, an Under Secretary
in the Shipping Ministry,
wrote to the Chief Secre-
tary of the A&N adminis-
tration, asking for 100
acres of land with a 500-
metre seafront for ship re-
pair and shipbuilding facil-
ities in Campbell Bay, the
administrative headquar-
ters of Great Nicobar Is-
land. In May, he wrote to
the A&N Shipping Secre-
tary, to enable Campbell
Bay to be declared an exim
port to import construc-
tion material from neigh-
bouring countries for the
transshipment terminal at
Galathea Bay.

More recently, on Sep-
tember 18, Shipping Secre-
tary T.K. Ramachandran
wrote to the Home Secre-
tary, noting that the vision
was “to transform Great Ni-
cobar island into a ‘Global
Port-Led City’ with a stra-
tegic focus on establishing
a ‘sustainable and High-
End Eco-tourism Destina-
tion’.” He advocated for an
international and domestic
cruise terminal “to accom-
modate high-end and dom-
estic tourists”.

The responses, from the
A&N Chief Secretary on
October 23 and from an
ANIIDCO general manager

Experts say that the project will open up Great Nicobar Island to

foreign vessels and national and international tourists. GETTY IMAGES

the next day, indicate their
reluctance to commit to
these proposals. Their let-
ters ask the Shipping Minis-
try to engage a specialised
consultant on its own to ex-
plore the techno-economic
feasibility of the cruise ter-
minal and to discuss the
exim port proposal with
the Ministry concerned.
They also argue that
ship repair will not be com-
patible with the purpose of
the greenfield township
and “could undermine the
envisioned water front ac-
tivities, particularly the
tourism infrastructure en-
visaged for Great Nicobar
Island”. In an earlier res-
ponse in July, ANIIDCO had
also noted that the coas-

tline comes under a coastal
regulation zone (CRZ 1a) as
it has coral reefs along al-
most the entire east coast
and that this would be a
constraint for ship repair
activity.

Requests denied

Concerns have already
been raised about the im-
pact of the existing project
but multiple requests for
more details have been de-
nied under Section 8(1)(a)
of the RTI Act that invokes
issues of sovereignty, inte-
grity, security, and the stra-
tegic concerns of the coun-
try. In November 2022,
Mumbai-based researcher
Prasad Kale had filed an
RTI application asking the

Environment Ministry for
information related to the
clearances granted to the
project.

The Ministry refused, in-
voking Section 8(1)(a) and
also relying on a Ministry
of Home Affairs order stat-
ing that the proposed air-
port was a dual-use mili-
tary-civil facility which will
come under the operation-
al control of the Indian Na-
vy. This argument was
upheld by the Central In-
formation Commissioner
in its June 2024 order.

“It is strange that infor-
mation about these pro-
jects is being denied on
grounds of sovereignty and
integrity of India, and se-
curity and strategic inter-
ests,” says Debi Goenka of
the Conservation Action
Trust, which has chal-
lenged the project before
the National Green Tribu-
nal. “At the most, informa-
tion about the airport
could have been excluded
but there is no rationale for
refusing to divulge infor-
mation about the other
three.”

Given the Home Minis-
try’s stance and the consis-
tent denial of information
on the grounds that the
project required secrecy

because of its strategic lo-
cation and security con-
cerns, the Shipping Minis-
try’s recent proposals
stand out. There is no men-
tion anywhere in the Minis-
try’s six-month-long run-
ning correspondence
about these strategic con-
cerns that have been used
to deny information about
the environment and other
risks. It also does not ac-
count for the fact that ma-
ny of these activities — such
as ship breaking, a cruise
terminal and high-end in-
ternational tourism — are
themselves contrary to this
strategic purpose. Emails
sent to officials in the Ship-
ping Ministry and ANIID-
CO seeking their clarifica-
tion in the matter did not
receive any response.
These projects, Mr.
Goenka notes, will open
up Great Nicobar Island to
foreign vessels and nation-
al and international tou-
rists. “The policy followed
since Independence of
keeping Great Nicobar Is-
land isolated from foreign-
ers will be overturned,” he
warns.
(Pankaj Sekhsaria is an
author and editor whose
most recent work is The
Great Nicobar Betrayal)



Proposal for Cruise Terminal and High-End Tourism on Great Nicobar Island

STEToNTsl HATO o J¢ AR edld W ol AT 3R g15-Us

Tgcs AT o & AT T Agedehiell Alelell S5 g

The project is part of a 72,000 crore investment plan, which includes an
international container transshipment terminal, airport, power plant, and eco-
friendly tourism infrastructure




* Key Features and Scope:

« QIS & 3Td9Td 100%@%500%%‘;«&%@
GIB'I\_rrﬁITﬁ'UTB-ﬁ{ ACFAT O12 & fav [Qefaa AT e

* Includes a greenfield township and aims to transform the island into a
"Global Port-Led City" with sustainable and eco-tourism destinations.

 Campbell Bay will serve as the administrative headquarters, with
plans to develop an import port for construction materials.



* Environmental Concerns:

e QYIGIOT AATIT o 130 a7 fhelldATeT o ST9TeT Sl TTH i
I A 4T &, ﬁﬁquﬂﬁm%wﬁwﬁm&
JHTET T ST TRIdT St g5 ¢

e Critics argue that activities I|ke shipbreaking and large-scale tourism
contradict the island's ecological sensitivity.

» Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) concerns have also been raised due to
coral reefs along the coast, which might be adversely affected.



 Strategic and Security Context:

+ Ig AT 39T HARS & & SHRUT Agcdyol g 3R HRd-
AT Tael & e F s WETaw A

* The proposed airport will have dual-use functionality, serving both
military and civilian purposes under the operational control of the
Indian Navy.




* Requests and Opposition:

« TSI Wit feegetel 3R 30 HISaAT o

qﬁaﬁmwm‘cﬂmm
%%?ﬂﬁ?ﬁ QITAl Sl AT YT dlol 33IT
|

* Environmental activists have filed RTI
requests to seek clarity on risks, but
information has been denied citing
sovereignty and strategic concerns.




Historical, Geographical, Political, and Economic Points:

Historical Context:

e I AHEIR T #1 sfded gfadi fava e & R th
IUTeATieh foeTel & & & @ I 27|

e |ts strategic importance has increased due to its proximity to the
Malacca Strait, a vital maritime route.

Geographical Impact:

o AT 31UET o9 fafaydr 3R Hdeetiiel ATaRor & fav S
ST §l

e |t is home to unique flora and fauna, including endemic species like
the Nicobar megapode, which could be threatened by large-scale
development.



Political Implications:

e TRIAISTAT AR T Be-9rTd WEa & ded

AR & FHAT T8cd I Holqd il I G &
Uch dheH gl

e This development aligns with India's broader
geopolitical ambitions to counter China's influence in
the region.

Economic Benefits:

e g IRIISTAT SAMUR, T AR TAHT ST

& I h ISl &t & [oIT Teh &2 heH gl

e The container transshipment terminal and cruise
terminal are expected to boost India's trade capacity
and position it as a maritime hub.
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ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS

G0

1 Narcondam Island
A /Andaman & Nicobar Islands -
\ North Andaman
Chennal e Pahaigaon
Middle Andaman
»ndicherry South Andaman Rﬂcnf:” f,’:ﬁ:‘jﬁf’-‘m
Herbertabad,
BAY OF BENGAL > 1§ PonBlek
Caraikal 2
Pondicherry) o 04 Duncan Passage |
Nadmgc;\
Little Andaman'
Car Nicobar Island
y Kakana

Katchall Island 3
\ 00
tate Capital \ Littie Nicobar 44
Dakoank * Bananga
\ Groat Nicobar

Andaman and Nicobar Islands is a Union
territory of India comprising 572 islands of
which 37 are inhabited located in Bay of
Bengal.

Important Islands: North Andaman,
Middle Andaman, South Andaman, Little
Andaman, Car Nicobar, Little Nicobar, and
Great Nicobar.

Duncan Pass: It separates Rutland

Island (Part of South Andaman) and Little
Andaman.

Ten Degree Channel: It is a channel that
separates the Andaman Islands and
Nicobar Islands.

Indira Point: It is the Southernmost

Point in Great Nicobar Island in the
Andaman Sea.

Active Volcanoes: The Barren and
Narcondam islands are volcanic islands.
Recently eruption is seen in Barren
islands.

» Highest Peaks: Saddle Peak is the highest peak in North Andaman Island and Mount Thuillier is

the highest peak in Great Nicobar Island.

» New names: Ross Island is renamed as Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Island; Neil Island as

Shaheed Island; and Havelock Island as Swaraj Island.

QUICK FACTS

Campbell

6 aboriginal tribes are Bay National Park,

seen - Andamanese, Galathea Bay National

Onge, Jarawa and Park, Mahatma
Sentinelese are Negrito Gandhi Marine National

while Nicobarese and Park and Rani
Shompen are Jhansi Marine National
Mongoloid. Park are few important

national parks. >

Coco
Islands are a small
group of islands in

the north
eastern Bay of
Bengal. They are
part of Myanmar.
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Experts hopeful, but flag data rales balance.
localisation, parental nod plans 52 sl

Amid temy

row. PM offers
mer
sheet of cloth) on behalf of

chadar at

declaration of the dargah as a temple.

Former sub-inspector held in
passport fraud case in Kolkata
The Kolkata police arrested a retired police
sub-inspector on Friday in connection with an
alleged passport scam in the city. According to
the police, the accused used to work wit!

wverification processes in the Police

y from his
at in North 24 Parganas in
connection with the pr. £z the
recently red fake passport ring. The
police said at least I ports were

Tuding
Bangiadeshi nationals, with the help of
fraudulent documents by the racket.

Govt. permits export of 2 lakh
to! of wheat to N
The government has permitted the export of two

(DGFT). Though the export of wheat is banned to
supply.
are allowed on the basis of permission granted by

ty needs n reg
mputs imponed for synthetic knitted fabrics by
advance holders,

units and special economic zones shall be
from import

NIA chargesheets 4 members
of CPI{Maoist) for murder

The National Investigative Agency (NLA)
eted

CPiAacist) members and they had already
committed crimes allegedly to spread terror in
the minds of local village:
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They find the draft as leaving the door open l’or g)w:rnrnent to restrict the overseas processing of Indians’ data; the

rules mandate that platforms verify p

v first for

under the Digical Personal
but

vernment to restrict the
of In-

Data
they fall short in oﬂ'e'nng
guidance on the mode of
delivery or issuance — so-

der GDPR," uri sasd,
referring to Europe’s Gen-
Regu-

eral Data Protection
lation.

“One key concern in the
rules is potential room for

¥

associations have so far not
directly commented on the
dra

“The draft rules provide
some clarity on framing
and displaying notices [to
users, or “data principals~|

may do so in the fu-
ture,” Ms. Bharti said, re-
ferring to the draft lea

the door open for the go-

dians” data. Tech compa-
nies are likely to seek par-
ticular clarity on this front,
as they usually store and
process user data in ser-
wvers around the world.

Parental consent

The draft rules around mi-
noes having to get parental
comnsent to sign up for on-
line services raised some
eysbrows. as rules

Nikhil Pahwa, editor of the

mean that “platforms will
name to verify BURGTCE.

he specul

Ms._ Suri oplned that the
government’s “approach
might rely on

s to sign up for online services, raising concern

works specifically tailored
model  training

rpm
The ln(ernet Freedom

Foundation flagged a

of specificity In the et

saying in a statement that

terms such as “reasonable

tion

by users,
them to indicate whether
they are minors or adults.”
hinted at broad data

", or * ¥
purposes™ are used with-
out

NEW DELHI

The Digital Personal Data
Protectson Rules drafted by

'he governm
sued draft rulesfnrlheDlg
Personal

in the text. stnce the Data
ard will not

the unp!emenuuon s

interesting
regarding

the scale and scope of such

data collection.” she said.

Exemption concerns
The DPDP Act, 2023 alrea-

be a fully lndependenl en-
tity. the IFF added, ~lar)
parts of the implementa-
flon and enforcement

be administered by the Mi-
nistry of Electronics and

Act on I-‘ndny
for public consultation cill
February

- Rles Bave to be within

rules
framed to ensure a balance
and in-

ot t6 enmite that
in ﬁmlll)4 the age verifica-
Iion process, cnmplain!s

verify  paremts-" identity

first.
“How do you know if so-

meone is a parent or not,”

i

while
safeguarding the rights of
cltizens,” Mr. Val

said He sald earlier there
was only one template
available to the world — the
E data

prinapos People and not yet
another

“standards™ for such ex- around with reco
empeions. where their a.au is meguly
Ms. Bhard  collected.
satd TThe drah rules sl snd - Dreachedr - raiant
do not explicitly address . founder of the
New Delhi-b.

rule — but Indian rules

have tried to balance the
‘with innovari

1o safeguard the boom In

innovation ecosystem de-

grounds, or other frame

Freedom Law Centre said.

among start-ups
in the country.

Cowpea seeds sprout in
space, and first robotic
arm operated, says ISRO

BENGALURU

A batch of cowpea seeds —
better known as lobia in
Hlndl or uuum;m jaru in
have successfully

tes e taken info or-
bit by an Indian Space Re-
se: on (ISRO)

mission. The space agency
has also successfully oper.
ated India’s first space ro-

Sowosting ws The experiment plans to grow sigik cowpes seeds In

botic arm, it
Saturday.
The

two
were part of the 24 pay-

successful
pea seeds in 4 days. Leaves
xpected sce

‘I'D lnd.ha s first
spai: . is in ac-
tion onbmrd ’l’()m%“ A

proud miles.
Zone in space Tobotics. #1S-
RO #SpaceTech,” the agen-
cy sald in another post.
“The Relocatable Robotic

with actie thermal coctrol. 5RO

phase platform to develop

taining flora in extraterres-
trial environments.

Demonstrator (RRM-TD) a
7 Degree of Freedom (DoF)
robotic arm that will per-

tar,
POEAM-4 platform.~

Growing crops in space
The CROPS payload, deve-
loped by the Vikram Sarab-
Centre (VSSC), is
ot b et muit-

Dy as a fully au-
tomated system, a five- to
seven-day experiment Is

lanned to

Naval vessel Tarini with
two woman officers starts
new leg of circumnavigation

NEW DELH1

Indian Naval Sailing Vessel
CINSV) Tarini left Lyttelton
Port in New Zealand on Sa-

ng glob. -
ton journey by two wo-
man Navy officers
Navik Sagar
Parikrama-ii.

This is the longest leg of
e expedition with a dis-

oxima
cover. This will also be the
rmost eranalt of Tu-

=

seed germination

ronment with active ther-
mal control.

kmph)
INSV Tarini had arrived
i Lyttelion on December

22, completing the second
leg of the double-handed

Milles to go: Lt Calr. Dilna K. and Lt. Cdr. Roopa A. hawve 5,600 nm to
Comer Som Lyttelion Port in to POrT Stantey. SSTCIAL ARRANGEMENT

circumna
beis

- Roopa A.
““During the period in
Lyteelton, the crew under-

ssel will

the boar and query the
crew about various aspects
of ocean safling~

Members of Indian dias-

were also undertaken dur-
ing the ceremony.
The

ty who were eager to visit

was

fagged off from Goa on Oc-

tober 2. 2024 by Navy chief
Admiral

Pachi The cln:umnavlgl-

Chidambaram, doyen of nuclear programme, no more

NEW DELHI

Rajasowh Chidambaram,

n
in both of India's nuclear
tests in 1974 and in 1998,

An atomic energy scien-
tist who spent his whole

a “peaceful nu-
Cleas test- at Pokhran, Ra-
jasthan. This made India
the sixth country to test a
devic oug]

career with the Depart- ic Energy Com-
ne tomic Energy mission, he led a Lar
(DAE) and @&is affiliated  operaton, again at Pok-
i C hran, four nu-

Dr.
ram was the nuclear scien-
o

In 1974, he was part of
an

test and invited interna-
tional and led

‘Smiling Buddha’, which
was carrfed out in great se-

to
six nuclear ests by Pakls-
tan in month.

B CHIDAMBARAM (1936 - 2025)

The second Pokhran test,
which exploded bombs far

more powerful than those
In 1974, underlined India’s
credentials as a military
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Prime Minister Man
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George Bush in 2008_

A recipient of the Pad-
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ments in energy security,
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Chidambaram, doyen of nuclear programme, no more

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Rajagopala Chidambaram,
88, former Chairman of
the Atomic Energy Com-
mission who was involved
in both of India’s nuclear
tests in 1974 and in 1998,
died in Jaslok Hospital in
Mumbai on Saturday. He
was the longest serving
Principal Scientific Adviser
(PSA) to the Indian govern-
ment with a tenure from
2002 to 2018.

An atomic energy scien-
tist who spent his whole
career with the Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy
(DAE) and its affiliated
agencies, Dr. Chidamba-
ram was the nuclear scien-
tist whose professional his-
tory was intertwined with
the history of India’s nu-
clear ambitions.

In 1974, he was part of
an operation, codenamed
‘Smiling Buddha’, which
was carried out in great se-

crecy as a “peaceful nu-
clear test” at Pokhran, Ra-
jasthan. This made India
the sixth country to test a
nuclear device, though it
invited condemnation,
particularly from Canada
and the U.S. The plutoni-
um for the test came from
the Cirus reactor at the
Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre in Mumbai, which
was supplied by Canada,
and heavy water from the
U.S.

Operation Shakti

In 1998, as the Chairman of
the Atomic Energy Com-
mission, he led a similar
operation, again at Pok-
hran, to detonate four nu-
clear fission and one nu-
clear fusion bomb on May
11 of that year. Called Oper-
ation Shakti, this was a
more explicitly military
test and invited interna-
tional sanctions, and led to
six nuclear tests by Pakis-
tan in the same month.

R. CHIDAMBARAM (1936 - 2025)

The second Pokhran test,
which exploded bombs far
more powerful than those
in 1974, underlined India’s
credentials as a military
nuclear power, but the de-
nial of critical technologies
needed for civilian pro-
gramme has critics, to this
day, debating its secondary
impact. Nuclear sanctions
following this were effec-

|

tively lifted only after the
Indo-U.S. civil nuclear deal
championed by the then
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and U.S. President
George Bush in 2008.

A recipient of the Pad-
ma Shri (1975) and Padma
Vibushan (1999), Dr. Chi-
dambaram contributed sig-
nificantly to condensed
matter physics, nuclear

L J

energy, and strategic tech-
nologies. As Chair of the
Scientific Advisory Com-
mittee to the Cabinet, he
championed advance-
ments in energy security,
materials science, super-
computing, and nanotech-
nology, says a statement
from the Office of the PSA.

‘Visionary leadership’
“Dr Chidambaram’s unpa-
ralleled contributions to
India’s scientific and stra-
tegic capabilities and his vi-
sionary leadership in
science and technology
will forever be remem-
bered,” the DAE said in a
statement.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh described him as
among the titans of Indian
science and technology.
“He was a man of great
learning and erudition in
diverse disciplines. Meet-
ing and listening to him
was always a deep educa-
tion. Behind that steely ex-

B

terior, he had a wonderful
sense of humour. Dr. Chi-
dambaram was intellec-
tually very active till his
end. People like him are
very, very rare,” Mr. Ra-
mesh said in a post on the
social media platform X.

As the PSA, Dr. Chidam-
baram stressed the impor-
tance of combining basic
research and technological
applications through an
approach called “directed
basic research”.

His tenure as PSA saw
the launch of several initia-
tives, including the Rural
Technology Action Group
(RuTAG), which empo-
wered rural communities
through innovative tech-
nologies; the Society for
Electronic  Transactions
and Security (SETS) to con-
tribute towards advancing
India’s cybersecurity and
hardware security infras-
tructure,” a press note
from the Office of the PSA
said.

A INY



* R. Chidambaram, Architect of India’s Nuclear Programme, Passes

Away

 Life and Contributions:

- 31, A

Commlssmn)a? q?:(r 3regeT 3 S & S WH
3T 1998) & A

¥, Rea#H, &

Id & YIHA

:510'II 31

IE

(Atomic Energy

O] TIeToT (1974

a:raqaéﬂﬁwrg’rmml

e R. Chidambaram, an atomic scientist and former Principal Scientific
Adviser (PSA) to the Government of India (2002—-2018), passed away
in Mumbai.



Key Achievements:

1974 Nuclear Test (‘Smiling Buddha’):
* 1974 H GIEIUT # R I Tgell "AAYUT AT GLI&Tor”

837, forad 3T, RgsRa i Agcaqur A |

e The test established India as the sixth country to conduct
nuclear tests, despite international condemnation.



* 1998 Nuclear Test (‘Operation Shakti’):

* 1998 H, UIEIUT H IR [FoR 5T 3R TF il g7 &
qreToT Adcd frar)

* As Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission, he oversaw these tests,
which cemented India’s status as a nuclear power.

* Advancements in Science and Technology:

- I Fellgh FATY & 3[eeT & & H, 3@l Fall &,
] | AefieAee, AR TTARS NS & T &

. Promoted materlals science, strategic technologies, and cybersecurity
through innovative programs.




Awards and Recognition:

UcH AT (1975) 3R UcF

(1999) & TFATA|

Recipient of prestigious awards for his
contribution to condensed matter physics,
nuclear science, and strategic research.




.........

Historical, Scientific, and Political Points:

Historical Context:

« IR & WA HRAHA FT [dhd 1940 & &2qF H YE
g37, oifthel 31, fagat# & 1970 3R 1990 & aereh #
& 7 FereEt W agEm

e His role was instrumental in defining India’s nuclear ambitions

post-independence.

Scientific Contributions:

o AT Hifder IR AARS AT & a3 # 38 F3
3rqrofr ener fhu|

e Worked extensively on condensed matter physics, nuclear
energy, and cybersecurity.

Political Significance:




1.1998 & TIET0N o 9Rd H Th Hog WA UFd & &7 7 TUUd
forar, JfcheT I 3@ 31X 37 gt & gfaeul & sRoT 3§

2. The 1998 nuclear tests positioned India as a military nuclear power but led to
international sanctions, later lifted by the 2008 Indo-US nuclear deal.

1.Global and National Impact:

1.$mﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁwwmmﬁmm
|

2. His contributions strengthened India's strategic autonomy and energy
security.



4,200 cases, 325¢r refunds:
~ complaints jump at pvt unws

Out Of 5 Years, Wi0ST COMPLAINTS FROM UP, DELHI

50% Of These
Filed Last Year

Manash.Gohain
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Private univer-
sities have emerged as the
leading category for com-
plaints regarding fee-related
practices, underscoring the
necessity for closer examin-
ation of their fee structures.

Data from UGC’s Fee Niv-
aran Cell shows 4,257 com-
plaints were resolved in past
five academic years, result-
ing in refunds totaling over
Rs 25.5 crore. This trend
highlightsan increase in fee-
related irregularities across
higher educational institu-
tions (HEIs), with over 50%
of complaints filed in aca-
demic year 2023-24 alone.
Among states, UP registered
highest number of com-
plaints, followed by Delhi
and Rajasthan.

Fee Nivaran Cell oper-
ates under UGC’s e-Samad-
haan platform, enabling stu-
dents to file grievances and
seek redressal. UGC officials
said rising complaint num-
bers reflect the system’s
growingeffectivenessandits
role in ensuring transparen-
cyin HEI practices.

UGC chairperson M Jaga-
desh Kumar emphasised the
cell’s success, noting a refund

Top 5 states/ UTs in number of

Number

Gender-wise
4,257 2,251 | distribution
Complaints resolved Highest > 2,871 complaints
in last 5 years number of | were filed by male
(2020-2024) complaints | students and
were Rs 16,80,33,992
26,30,95,238 | 325,51,52,684 Ifﬁiﬁ'ged refunded .
Amount claimed | Amount SNl > 1,386 complaints
& fees paid by the | refunded by 4 | filed by womenand
complainants | universities yse;;oZOB 24 | Rs 8,71,09,691
(53%) refunded
Complaints were received Type of universities
from 32 states/ UTs

Complaints Refund })

complaints (across 5 years) Private university 1,475 | 10,12,00,873
Complaints  In3 State university 177 P 1,211 | 4,32,54,652
Uttar Pradesh [ZII 2.95.56.480 - - '
Delhi m 221,11,847 gentraldu:lv;rsny 37 799 1,34,02,976
. eemed-to-ne
Rajasthan 418 | 16451640 |\ ivercity 7 k 770 9,68,53,181
Tamil Nadu [EXTY 1,9891,029 | | ctitute of National ; AL
West Bengal Il 92,334,824 | Importance 2 L

rate of around 97%. He said:
“It has processed complaints
from 32 states and UTs, with
1,386 female students benefit-
ing from refunds amounting
to Rs 8.71 crore. Our efforts
have extended to all types of
HEIs — central, state, private,
deemed universities, and
eveninstitutes of national im-
portance. Private universities
accounted for highest num-
ber of complaints, reflecting
the need for continued vigi-
lance in this sector.”

UGC started Fee Nivaran
Cell in 2020 during Covid as
aninitiative to promote trust

in higher education system
while alleviating undue fi-
nancialburdens on students.

Private universities ac-
counted for largest share of
complaints, with 1,475 cases
resolved and refunds total-
ing over Rs 10.12 crore. State
universities followed with
1,211 resolved cases and re-
funds of Rs 4.32 crore, while
deemed to be universities ad-
dressed 770 complaints with
refunds exceeding Rs 9.68
crore. Central universities
resolved 799 complaints, is-
suing refunds of Rs 1.34
crore, and institutes of na-

tional importance resolved
two complaints, refunding
Rs4.411akh.

Geographically, UP led in
complaints, with 827 cases
resolved and refunds total-
ing nearly Rs 4.96 crore. Del-
hi followed with 591 com-
plaints and refunds of over
Rs 2.21 crore, while Rajas-
than resolved 418 cases with
refunds amounting to Rs 1.65
crore. Tamil Nadu and Ben-
gal also featured prominent-
ly, with 381 and 377 com-
plaintsresolved, resultingin
refunds of Rs 1.99 crore and
Rs0.92 crore, respectively.



* 4,200 Fee Complaints and X25 Crore Refunds at Private Universities
e Overview:

- o 5 aut § (2020-2024), UGCH "B E faroT A" o
4,257 TRl &1 [HAUeRT Tohdr, fSaH 2255 H08 ¥ i
1 RN o Hr TS|

* Over the past five years, UGC’s Fee Nivaran Cell resolved 4,257
complaints, leading to refunds exceeding X25.5 crore.




* Key Trends and Statistics:

1.High Refund Rate:
1.%el 97% RISRIAT &1 FATeT=T fhar =)

2. A refund rate of 97% was achieved, benefiting numerous students.

2.Geographical Distribution:

1. 30X 9 H F&8 310 827 Rebrad gt &1 315, T ag Geel
(591), TSIEATT (418), AR (381), IR IfREH 9T (327) &

2. Most complaints were from Uttar Pradesh (827), followed by Delhi (591),
Rajasthan (418), Tamil Nadu (381), and West Bengal (327).




1.University Types:

1. TSt Tareafaczrerar 7 1,475 Riead gor $I 98, oras
IRUTHAEIET 10.12 HAS T YUY g $Hr 73]

2. Private universities accounted for the largest share, with 1,475 complaints
and X10.12 crore refunded.

2.Gender Distribution:
1.2,871 I 929 ST c@RT 3R 1,386 AN @RI gof HI TS|

2. Male students filed 2,871 complaints, and female students filed 1,386.




UGC ITIRET o hgr T
TIprad doed 8 3T Ta
EATAT (HEIs) T P T3]
T ST T TTLThdT
399 &S|

Officials noted that the rise in

complaints highlights the need

for stricter oversight of fee
structures in HEIs.




Historical, Geographical, Political, and Economic Points:

Historical Context:

« UGC & "HIF fAaRoT der" 2020 & & g3, dfeh BT 1 Yoh-[adle & ATHA H

J8d Sl T IT |

e The Fee Nivaran Cell was launched in 2020 to provide students with a platform to address fee-
related grievances.

Geographical Distribution:

o 3T U IR feoall S U= # 3Td T&AT 59 &1F H 3o A& & d¢d Hecd
AR gErEr fr 3ifE dwar # g #

e States like Uttar Pradesh and Delhi lead in complaints due to the concentration of private
universities and growing demand for higher education.




* Political Significance:

» [ASh faeafacarerat & T WeR &1 Aifdar iR HaHAs gur sd
HeG I AT STel Hebd B

* Government regulations on private universities will play a crucial role in
addressing fee-related irregularities.

* Economic Impact:

* 255 FS I YAAGHT F SEI W AT cdid FA g3 g, T
COVID-19 AETANT & &G

 Refunds of X25.5 crore have alleviated financial burdens on students,
especially post-COVID.
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Data rules: govt.
promises time
for compliance

NEW DELII

e time wikl be ghven to
all stal far the zmooth
transition to achieve compiance
with Digital Personal Data
Protection Rues, Centre s3d on
Surclay. s PAGE S

‘Set up panel to
review Great
Nicobar project”

NEW DELIE
The Congress on Sunday said
the Prime Minister should st
up an Independent panel to
review the Great Nicobar Istand
project. » PAGE 4

Defence deals in last leg ahead of PM’s Paris visit

Modi has been invited to visit Al summit in France on Febru
government-to-government dea

NEW DELHI

wo large defence
eals in the pipe-

line between India
and France are being final-
ised, amid expectations
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will visit Paris in
February for the Artificial

Actl o

next couple _of v\!eks
Sources said. =

Tation s that PM Modi il sl
visit Parls to attend the Al
Simmit and will aiso have
a bilateral component. So
both sides are working to
tie up the two deals which
are in the final stages of

Shopping list

0d 1o be in Pars in

February, India is looking to seal arms deals.

wHAT THE It isjust matter of
COUNTHYINSNTS?, n-npxaiumml
26 Raletd igreer fots for o
e e
= tha i

an
source said. This was also

<lass comentional

not lhh month, m.’xl month,

formallties of the acquisl-
tion pr

that Hf ot this month, ext
month, fully, this
{Scorpene submarine] and
the Rafale M deal should
be signed,” he had said.

On the Rafale-M deal,
the Navy chief had said it
was “one level short of tak-
g it to the CCS (Cabinet

to be hosted by French

President Emmanuel
Macron.
The deals, together

worth over $10 billion, M.Il
include the purchase of
Ratale-tt ﬁghler Jots for the
ndian s aircraft car-
Flar il ek

two deals are expected to
be put before the Cabinet
Committee on Security
(CCS) for approval in the

by other sources.

Rafale-M

The French s
office has already an-
nounced that Mr. Modi has
been invited for the Artifi-

outcomes. The summit will
address  five  primary
themes - pisblle interest AL,
Future of Wor

N chivet Adeoiral DINESH K.
TH

be followed by the signing

been inducted.
The last one, Vagsheer,
is set to be

v 10 and 11: deals to include purchase of 26 Rafale-M fighter jets, three Scorpene-class conventional submarines
als worth over $10 billion likely to be placed for approval before the Cabinet Committee on Security in the next couple of weeks, sources say

until the indigenous twin
engine deckbased fighter,

on January 15 i Mumbai,
in the presence of Mr. Mo~
, alos

tance of Necessity for the
26

As It s a go-

Ra-

TRITA

the naval version of the Rafaie for INS Vikrant

tion and Culture, Trust in
Al and Global governance
of AL

In response w a ques-
ton at his annual press
conference last month, Na-

vy chief Admiral Dinesh K.
Tripathi said that both
deals are in the final stage
and could be
next month.
matter of completing the

mdy to be inducted into

Navy current-
17 oparates cied aivceaft car-
riers:

fre . and
the indigenously buili INS
Vikrant which was com-
missioned In September

2022,
The additional Scor-
penes are a critical require-

fale-M fighters and three with with an age-
deal, it is expected to be  additional S. e-class ingﬂee( and the huge delay
quickly. diesel the of six

The deal for three Scor- . o e un-
pene es is a re-  Critical for Naval ne Project751 which is
t order n Rafale purchase in-  now awalting a final deci-
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Tamil Nadu CM Stalin offers $1-millon
prize for decoding Indus Valley script

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNA]

‘Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
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Quarantine animals with symptoms of avian flu,
Centre tells States after deaths of tiger, leopard

AM. ligeesh
NEW DELHI

With Maharashtra report-
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Four Maoists, head constable
killed in gunfight in Bastar

KONDAGAON

Four Maolsts were killed in

a gun battle with security
forces that began on Satur-
day and continaed 8 s

afternoon

Auhmad forests of Bastar
in Chhattisgarh, the police
sald.

A head constable, San-
nu Karam, of the District
Reserve Guard (DRG) was
also killed.

The security forces have
reportedly selzed aueamas-

as AK47.

The encounter

ad forests

Maotsts. Since last year, se-
curity forces have been ag-
gressively conducting op-

Major hideout

Abujhmad is a vast forest-

ed area spread across Bija-
Kanl

districts of the Bastar re-
gion — and Is considered to
be a major hideout of the

Range. After the operation,
four s

overed.

They were in the un-
iform of the People’s Liber-
ation Guerrilla Army, an

were performed in the Kar-
i Police Lines of Dantewa-
da Later on Sunday.

nister Vishnu Deo Sai said:
“His sacrifice will not go in
vain.~

“So far, 4 Naxalites have
been Killed in an encoun-

sacrifice not go in
vain, the ucurlt) forces.
are fighting very strangly
against

ol contimse B s
end", he added




Defence deals in last leg ahead of PM’s Paris visit

Modi has been invited to visit Al summit in France on February 10 and 11; deals to include purchase of 26 Rafale-M fighter jets, three Scorpene-class conventional submarines

government-to-government deals worth over $10 billion likely to be placed for approval before the Cabinet Committee on Security in the next couple of weeks, sources say

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

wo large defence
T deals in the pipe-
line between India

and France are being final-
ised, amid expectations
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will visit Paris in
February for the Artificial
Intelligence Action Summit
to be hosted by French
President Emmanuel
Macron.

The deals, together
worth over $10 billion, will
include the purchase of 26
Rafale-M fighter jets for the
Indian Navy’s aircraft car-
riers, and three additional
Scorpene-class  conven-
tional submarines. The
two deals are expected to
be put before the Cabinet
Committee on Security
(CCS) for approval in the

next couple of weeks,
sources said. “The expec-
tation is that PM Modi will
visit Paris to attend the Al
Summit and will also have
a bilateral component. So
both sides are working to
tie up the two deals which
are in the final stages of
conclusion,” an informed
source said. This was also
independently confirmed
by other sources.

The French President’s
office has already an-
nounced that Mr. Modi has
been invited for the Artifi-
cial Intelligence Summit on
February 10 and 11.

France says the meet
will focus on actions to en-
sure that the global Al sec-
tor can drive beneficial
outcomes. The summit will
address five primary
themes - Public interest Al,
Future of Work, Innova-

Shopping list

As Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected to be in Paris in
February, India is looking to seal arms deals

WHAT THE
COUNTRY WANTS?

m 26 Rafale-M fighter jets for
the Navy’s aircraft carriers

® Three more Scorpene-
class conventional

QQ It is just matter of
completing the
formalities of the acquisition

process and we expect that if
not this month, next month,

submarines hopefully, this [Scorpene
® The two deals are submarines] and Rafale-M
expecteelio be put deals should be signed

before the Cabinet
Committee on Security |
for approval soon 5

Navy chief Admiral DINESH K.
TRIPATHI in December

India needs the naval version of the hafale for INS Vikrant

tion and Culture, Trust in
Al and Global governance
of AL

In response to a ques-
tion at his annual press
conference last month, Na-

vy chief Admiral Dinesh K.
Tripathi said that both
deals are in the final stage
and could be completed
next month. “It is just a
matter of completing the

formalities of the acquisi-
tion process and we expect
that if not this month, next
month, hopefully, this
[Scorpene submarine] and
the Rafale-M deal should
be signed,” he had said.

On the Rafale-M deal,
the Navy chief had said it
was “one level short of tak-
ing it to the CCS (Cabinet
Committee on Security)”
for clearance, which will
be followed by the signing
of the contract. Asitisago-
vernment-to-government
deal, it is expected to be
implemented quickly.

The deal for three Scor-
pene submarines is a re-
peat order to the Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders Limit-
ed, which is building them
in partnership with the Na-
val Group of France. Of the
six submarines from the
earlier contract, five have

been inducted.

The last one, Vagsheer,
is set to be commissioned
on January 15 in Mumbai,
in the presence of Mr. Mo-
di, along with two other
frontline platforms.

On July 13, 2023, as Mr.
Modi was enroute to Paris,
the Defence Acquisition
Council chaired by De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh accorded the Accep-
tance of Necessity for the
procurement of 26 Ra-
fale-M fighters and three
additional Scorpene-class
diesel-electric submarines.

Critical for Naval needs

The Rafale purchase in-
cludes 22 single seater Ra-
fale-M jets and four twin-
seater Rafale trainers,
which are not carrier com-
patible. The 26 jets are
meant to fill a critical gap

until the indigenous twin
engine deck-based fighter,
still under development, is
ready to be inducted into
service. The Navy current-
ly operates two aircraft car-
riers: INS Vikramaditya
procured from Russia, and
the indigenously built INS
Vikrant which was com-
missioned in September
2022.

The additional Scor-
penes are a critical require-
ment for the Navy as it
grapples with with an age-
ing fleet and the huge delay
in the procurement of six
advanced submarines un-
der Project-75I which is
now awaiting a final deci-
sion between Germany
and Spain. As reported by
The Hindu earlier, the first
of three Scorpene subma-
rines is likely to be deli-
vered in 2031.



Ahead of PM Narendra Modi’s visit to Paris for the Al Summit, India
and France are finalizing defence deals worth over $10 billion

FETHAT sNg AlGl & ®ay & Ry el¥ I ugear 9IRa 3R
W & ST $10 f9feageT & ar yege 8T Hlal o 3ifad &7
fear S 3@ B




» Rafale-M Fighter Jets:

* Includes 26 Rafale-M fighter jets for the Indian Navy, complementing its
aircraft carriers, INS Vikrant and INS Vikramaditya.

« AT ANGAT o TIT 26 ITHol-TH HISc Sied T TIGT oIarefaT
faA TOT H g

* Scorpene Submarines:

* Order for three additional Scorpene-class diesel-electric submarines, built
in partnership with Naval Group of France.

+ deT J1faRerd_Ehidi Farg STal-Salfaesdh TAgfeadl # HST
ASNG i Rafacsy faf@es &1 fear smeenT




* Al Summit and Bilateral Engagements:

e Discussions at the Al Summit will focus on five themes: Public interest
Al, Future of work, Innovation, Trust in Al, and Global governance of
Al.

- IR F w3g gfAe A diva A AR _FH & Teeufa sHITd
Hepl I AEY AWl 9 =@ HiEl: gfeelsh gelEe U3,
HTAST Y R FERIA, TR I TS T diRgeh A |




= Importance of Defence Deals:

= Naval Capability:

* These procurements are critical for replacing India’s aging
naval fleet.

o IRAT AJAT & ToT ThA-UH FAT 3R g
YeAgeaal chd Hecd ol & Fifh Jg =l o3
SGolel H HGG PN

we  Strategic Advantage:

e Strengthens India’s maritime security and strategic presence
in the Indo-Pacific.

g WG HRA Hr wHET FeaT 3R Re-gend &7 A
TUTAITcleh efed &l Holed a|




e Historical Context:

* Defence ties between India and France date back to the 1990s with purchases of
Mirage 2000 jets and earlier Scorpene submarines.

« W1 3R HRA T 8T FEAET 1990 & &3k & Holqd @7 §, oraA
fARTST 2000 fAATET 3R TRl gagieaal 1 Tl AT

* Political Dimension:

» Reflects deeper India-France collaboration in Al and defence, strengthening
bilateral ties.

« Tg IYTEAT AR TSGR &l 3R I8 ch{o-l T ohd g, GIEHY diaesh
T UHI%WT&%TW&:




Tamil Nadu CM Stalin offers $1-millon
prize for decoding Indus Valley script

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin announced on
Sunday a $1-million prize
for experts or organisa-
tions that succeeded in de-
ciphering the scripts of the
Indus Valley Civilisation for
everyone to understand.
“We are not able to de-
cipher the script of the In-
dus Valley Civilisation that
flourished once. It remains
a mystery even after 100
years. Archaeologists, Ta-
mil computer software ex-
perts and computer ex-
perts across the world
have been making efforts
to decipher the script. To
encourage the research,
the government will offer
one million dollars,” Mr.
Stalin said at an event in
Chennai to mark the cen-
tenary of the discovery of
the Indus Valley Civilisa-

Indus signs and graffiti from Mohenjodaro. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tion by Sir John Marshall.

The Chief Minister also
announced a 32-crore
grant for setting up a chair
in the name of noted ar-
chaeologist and epigra-
phist Iravatham Mahade-
van to continue the
research on the Indus Val-
ley Civilisation jointly by
the State Department of
Archaeology and the Indus
Research Centre at the
Chennai-based Roja Muth-
iah Library.

He said the government
would institute two awards
to honour and encourage
numismatists and epigra-
phists who had been work-
ing to highlight the an-
cientness of Tamil culture.

Pointing out that 60% of
the graffiti marks found in
Tamil Nadu had their pa-
rallels to the scripts found
on the Indus seals, Mr. Sta-
lin said archaeologists had
established that more than
90% of the graffiti marks of

South India and those of
the Indus Valley Civilisa-
tion had parallels.

Turning point

Mr. Stalin, who laid the
foundation stone for the
statue of Sir John Marshall,
said his discovery was a
turning point in history
and completely changed
the understanding of the
past. “Many used to argue
that it was a figment of
imagination that Aryan
and Sanskrit originated in
India. John Marshall’s dis-
covery completely
changed the perception.
His argument that Indus
Valley Civilisation predat-
ed Aryan Civilisation and
the language spoken in the
Indus Valley could be Dra-
vidian has been streng-
thened further,” he said.

‘PROOF OF CONTINUITIES’
» PAGE 5



e Overview:;

* Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has announced a $S1-million
prize for individuals or organizations that successfully decipher the
script of the Indus Valley Civilization, which remains a mystery even

after 100 years.
-aﬁmésnmﬁé‘rm% rerfoleT o 37 el Ir darasl
& far 31 Hfews & R aiffg far § & Ay ad
aqFadr #1 Al FF aheldigas g H T&TH gien, St 100
st & aTg o T el g$ e




1. Research Grant:

1. AX2-crore grant will be provided for a dedicated research chair named after noted
archaeologist and epigraphist Iravatham Mahadevan to promote further studies on the
Indus Valley Civilization.

2. Y g1 FEIAT WA H FeTal ol & ToIT ey Ridcdide 3R Riemer™
el STUH AGEAd & ATH W 2 IS 371G e fRar Sree|

2.Centenary Celebration:

1. The announcement was made at the centenary event marking the discovery of the Indus
Valley Civilization by Sir John Marshall.

2?:rgr’€n¥rﬂ?§?a1?rm%m carT TOY arél T A Wil HT AATSG! TARE &
I




* Turning Point in History:

e Stalin emphasized that John
Marshall’s discovery transformed the
understanding of history, debunking
the notion that Aryan and Sanskrit
originated in India.

o TaTToleT o hgl o ST AT hr




s Linguistic Insights:

Parallels with Tamil Culture:

e About 60% of graffiti marks from the Indus Valley show parallels with scripts found in
Tamil Nadu, strengthening the argument that the Indus language could have been
Dravidian.

o Y ardl @ uied 60% ATHE et afferrg $r fAfar & gae g, s I8
gea & € 6 Ry e gfas & |edr

mmmes  Continuity of Culture:

e Archaeologists have established that more than 90% of graffiti found in Tamil Nadu are
connected to the Indus Valley Civilization.

« Wdcaidel o Ig T fhar § fo dffe=g & aw 7w 90% & 3ifaew dfher
ﬁ?ﬂﬁfﬁgaﬁmwﬁ?fs’gtf%"l




Historical, Political, and Cultural Points:

Historical Context:

e The Indus Valley Civilization, discovered in 1924, is one of the oldest urban cultures,
but its script remains undeciphered.

¢ 1924 TS 315 Y a1y FITAT Fa& R&AT A AEHIAAT & F T &,
oifehet qehr Tl 3l off 3=Agersh &

Political Dimension:

e The initiative reflects Tamil Nadu’s efforts to link its cultural heritage with the legacy
of the Indus Valley Civilization.

o Ig Ygd ATHAS T AEpide TORAT &1 Ay aréy qaar & favad @
ST T 9T &




1.Cultural Significance:

1. The recognition of linguistic and
cultural continuity strengthens Tamil
Nadu’s claim of being deeply rooted
in ancient Dravidian traditions.

2. 4191S 3 AiEpfaer Aia’dr 6
qgdlel diHcleAls & Yrdie gids
W13 #F IR TS Hr 3R
HoTecl &l g

e -



Quarantine animals with symptoms of avian flu,
Centre tells States after deaths of tiger, leopard

A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

With Maharashtra report-
ing India’s first case of
avian influenza among ani-
mals, the Union Animal
Husbandry Ministry sent a
circular to all States on
Sunday, urging them to
quarantine infected or
symptomatic tigers and
other feline species to pre-
vent transmission to hu-
mans and other animals.

Three tigers and one le-
opard died of the H5N1 vi-
rus, better known as bird
flu, at an animal rescue
centre in Nagpur in the last
week of December.

Avian influenza is cross-
ing the species barrier, Un-
ion Animal Husbandry
Commissioner Abhijit Mi-
tra told The Hindu on Sun-
day. Citing cases in the U.S.

b : . ! = —_
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Infection alert: Avian influenza has been found in cattle and goats,

as well as in wild species, particularly tigers. A.M. FARUQUI

and Vietnam, he said that
avian influenza has been
found in cattle and goats,
as well as in wild species,
particularly tigers.

“In Maharashtra, the
case was reported from a
rescue centre and after
post-mortem, the samples
were sent to the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-

search’s National Institute
of High Security Animal
Diseases at Bhopal. There,
the samples tested positive
for avian influenza,” Dr. Mi-
tra said, noting that this is
the first time that bird flu
has been reported among
animals in India. “They are
precious animals. We have
isolated them and are

treating them. The Nation-
al Joint Outbreak Response
Team has reached there
and is implementing the
steps to be taken in such a
scenario,” he said, adding
that the Ministry will issue
detailed guidelines on the
matter within a week.

The Ministry is also exa-
mining the reasons for the
infection.

“The animals are in a
rescue centre. Maybe the
chicken served to them
could be the reason for the
disease. We are examining
it and have alerted the Mi-
nistry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
too,” Dr. Mitra said, adding
that there is no need to
panic at present. “The hu-
man beings who came in
touch with the animals
during the treatment and
the post-mortem are also

being screened,” he said.

Biosecurity protocols

In its circular, the Ministry
directed that any affected
establishment will have to
be temporarily shut to the
public and initiate en-
hanced biosecurity proto-
cols. It also directed States
to strengthen biosecurity
and carry out thorough
disinfection in the entire
area where deaths have
been reported.

It added that the deaths
of the tigers and a leopard
that have tested positive
for Highly Pathogenic
Avian Influenza (HAI) raise
significant concerns about
the rapid spread of the vi-
rus. “The situation de-
mands urgent attention to
mitigate risks to both ani-
mal and human health”
the circular said.



* The Union Animal Husbandry Ministry issued a circular to all states
following India's first reported case of avian influenza among animals
in Maharashtra, advising strict quarantine of infected or symptomatic
animals to prevent the spread of infection to humans and other

species.
* AERISC H ST H Ygell SR VAT Soe[Usll 1 HATHC
Hm?r HT & 91, FAT TAUTlT FHITST o G T Y

Wﬁmﬂ&lUMcrd SITTal &l FAIREIT Flel HT Tolg & &
FrrﬁsaquU|afrﬂFrw’r3ﬂ<31o—q gSaar & thelad I Aol A
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e Infected Animals:

* Three tigers and one leopard died of the H5N1 virus (bird flu) at a rescue
center in Nagpur.

+ AETR & TUeh ST g H dist a8l 3R T dgU Hr Ta5UA1
aRE (F5 %)) ¥ AT g TS|

* Avian Influenza Findings:

* The virus has been found in cattle, goats, and wild species like tigers,
crossing the species barrier.

« IIRY AT, ST 3R 19 S8 STeTell Jolliadar H 9qrar I:m g,
S gSTTfaar r & 1T S R $T TET B




1.Post-Mortem and Research:

1. Samples from the deceased animals
tested positive at the National
Institute of High Security Animal
Diseases, Bhopal

2. 74 STl & AHaAT Rl HIYTeT oh

Vi

a

I 3= & 9 AT FEATA
F gdretor [RAT IS

HhRTcHS YTAT 7T




.........

Ministry Directives:

Quarantine Measures:

e States must quarantine affected animals and strengthen biosecurity
protocols in affected areas.

o TSl Sl YATAT SIIA ' 37197 it 3 garfag &9 & o9
HI&T SIeieidl &l Aslqd &t &1 feider f&am o= g

Biosecurity and Disinfection:

e Any affected establishment must temporarily close to the public and
undergo thorough disinfection.

o AT off yanfaa T & Faar F AT AR §T A g€ AT
glam 3R qff TR & dhleRigd fehar Sream|

Human Interaction:

e Individuals in contact with infected animals are also being screened to
prevent further spread.

o« Gh1Ad ST’ & U H Mol drel &ielt &1 Sira 8T hr S @ 2




e Historical, Environmental, and Health Perspectives:

1. Historical Context:

1. Avian influenza has primarily been a concern for poultry, but cross-species transmission
to wild animals like tigers is a rare phenomenon.

2. UATe] See[Usll HET ®4 § HAFEAT & U1 ST §, olffhel ST S SfaTell
AT H SHHT TAWAICROT T Gordl b g

2. Environmental Impact:

1. Wildlife in rescue centers faces heightened risks, emphasizing the need for stringent
biosecurity measures.

2. 9919 &gl H Jogoiidl ' HiUS SNTEA AT GHAT FIAT ST g, ad q&d
Sta gI&T 3UTT & 3Maedendl glal gl




Meet the highest-paid man in the world
— He is a co-founder and earns Rs 48
crore per day

Quantumscape CEO Highest paid Employee: Jagdeep Singh’s remarkable success is
evident not only in the technological strides of QuantumScape but also in his
extraordinary earnings. With an annual income of Rs 17,500 crore, he is recognized as
the highest-paid employee globally.

Written by FE Lifestyle
January 5, 2025 20:53 IST (@ Follow Us> @ o X
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* Manastu Space, a space tech start-up founded by [IT Bombay alumni,
made headlines by successfully test-firing its Green Propulsion
System, VYOM 2U, onboard the PSLV-C60.

* The system represents a non-toxic, environmentally friendly
alternative to traditional chemical propulsion methods. This
innovation aims to minimise the environmental impact of space
missions while improving safety for human health.



India Updates GDP Base
Year to 2022-23



The Government of India has recently decided to update the base year
for calculating Gross Domestic Product (GDP) from 2011-12 to 2022-23.
This change aims to provide a more accurate representation of the
current economic landscape and enhance policy formulation.

The revision reflects shifts in economic activity, consumption patterns,
and industry developments over the past decade.



* The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation has
established a 26-member Advisory Committee on National Accounts
Statistics.

* This committee, chaired by Biswanath Goldar, will determine the new
base year for GDP calculations



« GDP Calculation Methods in India

* India calculates GDP using two primary methods — the factor cost method
and the expenditure method.

* The factor cost method evaluates the performance of eight key industries,

* while the expenditure method assesses the economy based on household
consumption, investments, and government spending.

* Both methods yield figures that are closely aligned but may differ slightly.



Lokpal Day to be
Observed on

January 16




* The Lokpal of India has designated January
16 as “Lokpal Day”. This decision was made
during a meeting on March 14, 2024.




* History and Genesis:

* In the 1960s, the Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC)
recommended the creation of Lokpal and Lokayukta.

* The concept of an ombudsman in India was first proposed by Ashok
Kumar Sen, and the term “Lokpal” was coined by Dr. L. M. Singhvi in
1963.

* Lokpal Bill was passed in 1968 but lapsed; it was repeatedly
introduced and finally became law in 2013 after the Anna Hazare
movement.



* Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013:

e Selection Committee: Includes the Prime
Minister, Speaker of Lok Sabha, Leader of
Opposition, Chief Justice of India, and an
eminent jurist.

e Jurisdiction: Includes Prime Minister, Ministers,
MPs, and government employees.

 Composition: Lokpal has a chairperson and up
to 8 members (half judicial), with a focus on
diversity (SCs, STs, OBCs, minorities, and
women).

I



* The Lokpal of India consists of a Chairperson
and six members. Justice A. M. Khanwilkar is
the second Chairperson, having taken office
on March 10, 2024.




ISRO to Launch US Communlcatlons
R Satellite Bluebird o



The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is set to make
history by launching an American communications satellite.

This is the first time an American company is using an Indian

rocket for such a large and advanced satellite.

The mission is expected to occur in February or March 2025.




AST SpaceMobile, a Texas-based company, is expected to be the
manufacturer of the satellite.

The company has developed technology that allows users to make
voice calls using standard smartphones.

Unlike other satellite communication providers, AST SpaceMobile
does not require users to purchase special handsets or terminals,
making it more accessible to the general public.




Live in Relationship
among Tribe



* The Konda Reddi tribe in Andhra
Pradesh has embraced live-in
relationships as a cultural shift to
avoid the financial burdens of

traditional weddings.

° C \

N\
\




* Live-In Relationships Among the
Tribe:
 New Culture of Live-In: O
* Tribal couples opt for live-in

arrangements with parental and

community approval, bypassing
traditional wedding rituals.

e Elders uphold the sanctity of these
relationships, treating them on par
with formal marriages.



 Reasons for Transition:

* High costs of traditional weddings
involving multi-day feasts.

* Practicality and ease in forming
partnerships without elaborate

ceremonies. J—

* Influence of modernity and exposure \
to urban lifestyles.




* Modernization and
Westernization:
» Reflects the tribe’s adaptation to
contemporary norms while
maintaining cultural essence.

* Highlights the balancing act between
preserving heritage and embracing
practicality.



LEADS 2024
Report




* Union Minister for Commerce and
Industry launched the Logistics
Ease Across Different States
(LEADS) 2024 report to evaluate

logistics efficiency across Indian

states and union territories.
C \

N\




e About LEADS:

* Full Form: Logistics Ease Across Different States.

 Launched In: 2018.

* Ministry: Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and Industry.




e Assess logistics infrastructure and services across states/UTs.
e Provide actionable insights for logistics reforms.
e Foster competitive federalism to enhance logistics efficiency.

Parameters:

e Logistics Infrastructure.
e Logistics Services.
e Operating and Regulatory Environment



o LEADS Report 2024 Performance Highlights:

Category Achievers Fast Movers Aspirers

Gujarat,Karnataka, Maharashtra, Odisha,

Coastal States . Andhra Pradesh,Goa Kerala,West Bengal
Tamil Nadu
H ,Tel , Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Hi hal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, ,
Landlocked States Agyana, e angana liartmdes l z?r 1mf1c dlriadesh,Vadhyatiades Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand
Uttarakhand Punjab, Rajasthan
Meghalaya, Mi Nagaland, Sikki
North-Eastern Assam,Arunachal Pradesh Selialaya, Micoraim, Nagalauc i, Manipur

Tripura

Dadra and Nagar Haveli & Daman and Diu,
Union Territories Chandigarh, Delhi Jammu and Kashmir, Lakshadweep,
Puducherry

Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Ladakh



Mission
ShakthiSAT




* ISRO has brought together about 12,000 talented girls from 108 countries
for an all-girls flight to the lunar orbit, Mission ShakthiSAT.

 About Mission ShakthiSAT:

 What it is: An all-girls lunar mission involving the design, build, and launch
of a satellite to the lunar orbit, showcasing global talent in space
exploration.

* Expected Launch: Scheduled for September 2026, to be launched by
ISRO's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).




Organizations Involved:

e ISRO: Leading the mission.

e Space Kidz India (SKI): Coordinating student
participation and payload development.

e IN-SPACe: Facilitating private sector involvement in
the project.

Objective:

e Promote gender inclusivity in STEM by
empowering young women.

e Inspire global collaboration in space science and
technology.

e Conduct scientific experiments in lunar orbit using
student-developed payloads.




* Global Representation: Participation from 12,000 girls across 108 countries.

e Age Criteria:

 African/Latin American countries: Girls aged 14—18 years.

* Other regions: Girls aged 14-16 years.

e Skill Development: Top 108 girls will be trained in Chennai to build payloads
for the satellite.




Chhattisgarh First State to Link
Forest Ecosystem with Green

GDP



* Chhattisgarh has become the first state in India to introduce a
pioneering initiative linking the ecosystem services of forests to
the Green Gross Domestic Product (Green GDP).

e What is Green GDP?

* Green GDP is an economic indicator that aims to measure the true
economic performance of a country while considering the
environmental impact of economic activity.



* Green GDP:

e Subtracts the environmental costs of
economic activity from traditional
GDP.

* Includes the value of environmental
benefits, such as those provided by
forests (clean air, water purification, - ey
biodiversity).




* Global Initiatives on Green DP Accounting
— United Nations System of Environmental-Economic Accounting

(SEEA): The SEEA provides a framework for integrating environmental
data into national accounts.

1. Tracks natural resources, environmental degradation, and
ecosystem services.

— Wealth Accounting and the Valuation of Ecosystem Services
(WAVES): A global partnership led by the World Bank, WAVES

supports countries in incorporating natural capital into national
accounts.

1..Focuses on forests, water, and ecosystems.






* Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd (NPCIL) has invited requests
for proposals (RFPs) from private players to set up Bharat Smalli
Reactors (BSRs).

e About

* It is the first formal move by the Union government to decentralise
the country’s nuclear power sector.



* Proposals are made for setting
up 220 MW Bharat Small Reactors
(BSR) for captive use.

* BSRs are Pressurised Heavy Water
Reactors (PHWR) with an
impeccable safety and excellent
performance record.

* BSRs can provide a sustainable
solution for decarbonization of hard
to abate industries.




* This announcement is aimed at
India’s ambitious pursuit of the
decarbonisation of energy
generation and achieving 500
Gigawatts of non-fossil fuel-based
energy generation in India by 2030. =




* Nuclear Energy

* Nuclear power is not renewable energy but it is a zero-emission
clean energy source.

* |t generates power through fission, which is the process of splitting
uranium atoms to produce energy.

* The heat released by fission is used to create steam that spins a turbine to
generate electricity without the harmful by-products emitted by fossil fuels.



* Need for Private Players in Nuclear Sector

* Nuclear Capacity: India’s plans to increase its nuclear power capacity
from the current 8,180 MW to 22,480 MW by 2031-32 and eventually
100 GW by 2047.

* India’s Targets: To reduce the emission intensity of its GDP by 44% by
2030 from the 2005 level.

* To achieve 50% cumulative electric power installed capacity from non-fossil
fuel-based energy resources by 2030.
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Bird Census’



* Gujarat is set to conduct the country’s first-ever census of coastal and
wader birds at the Marine National Park and Sanctuary in Jamnagar.

 About

* The census will be jointly organised by the state forest department
and the Bird Conservation Society of Gujarat.



 Waders Bird:

* They are also known as shorebirds or
sandpipers, are a group of birds
typically found in coastal habitats or
wetlands.

* They are characterized by long legs,
slender bodies, and often long
bills, which they use to forage for
food like insects and wormes.




* Marine National Park: The Marine National Park and Marine
Sanctuary in Gujarat is India’s first designated marine national park.

e Spanning the districts of Devbhoomi Dwarka, Jamnagar, and Morhbi, it
covers approximately 170 km of coastline and 42 islands.

* This protected area in the Gulf of Kutch was established to conserve
marine biodiversity and mangrove ecosystems.



* Bird Species:
e Jamnagar district hosts over 300
species of local and migratory

birds, including more than 50 species
of wader birds.

 Among these are rare species like
the ‘Shankhlo’ (Crab
Plover) and ‘Moto Kichadiyo’ (Great
Knot), which are seldom found
elsewhere in the country.




National Sports
Awards 2024




* Recently, the Ministry of Youth
Affairs & Sports announced the
National Sports Awards 2024.

* Names of the awardee were
announced for the Major Dhyan
Chand Khel Ratna, Arjuna,
Dronacharya, Rashtriya Khel
Protsahan Puraskar, and Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) trophy.




Awards

Recipients

Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award

Gukesh D (Chess), Singh
(Hockey), Praveen Kumar (Para-Athletics) and
Manu Bhaker (Shooting).

Harmanpreet

Arjuna Awards for outstanding performance

Jyothi Yarraji (Athletics), Annu Rani (Athletics),
Nitu (Boxing), Rakesh Kumar (Para-Archery),
Navdeep (Para-Athletics) etc.

Arjuna Awards (Lifetime) for outstanding

performance

Sucha Singh (Athletics), Murlikant Rajaram
Petkar (Para-Swimming)

Dronacharya Award

Subhash Rana (Para-Shooting), S Muralidharan
(Badminton) etc.

Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar

Physical Education Foundation of India

MAKA Trophy

Chandigarh University (Overall winner)




Q.Consider the following pairs with regard to sports awards: (2023)

ward Name

Purpose

Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award

For the most spectacular and outstanding
performance by a sportsperson over the last
four years.

Arjuna Award

For lifetime achievement by a sportsperson.

Dronacharya Award

To honour eminent coaches who have
successfully trained sportspersons or teams.

Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar

To recognize the contribution made by sports
persons even after their retirement.

How many of the above pairs are correctly matched?

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three

(d) All four




Q. Consider the following statements in respect of the Laureus World Sports Award which was
instituted in the year 2000:

1. American golfer Tiger Woods was the first winner of this award.
2. The award was received mostly by ‘Formula One’ players so far.

3. Roger Federer received this award the maximum number of times compared to others.

Which of the above statements are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3



Inter-State
Translocation of
Tigers




Recently, Madhya Pradesh has
directed the translocation of
15 tigers from Madhya
Pradesh to Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, and Odisha for
conservation purposes.

The tigers will be translocated

from the Bandhavgarh, Pench,

and Kanha tiger reserves in
Madhya Pradesh.

/




A total of 12 tigresses and 3
tigers will be moved,
following approval from the
National Tiger Conservation

Authority (NTCA).

J

The distribution plan
includes six tigresses and
two tigers for Chhattisgarh,
four tigresses for Rajasthan,
and one tiger and two
tigresses for Odisha.

J




Madhya Pradesh has
the highest number of
tigers in India, with 785
tigers according to the
NTCA 2022 report.

J

The state has Nine tiger

reserves, including the

newly notified Madhav
Tiger Reserve in
Shivpuri District.

J




Royal Bengal Tiger (Panthera Tigris) is the National animal of India.

Subspecies Habitat
of Tiger Tropical rainforests,
3% The continental evergreen forests,
(Panthera tigris tigris) temperate forests,
# The Sunda (Panthera mangrove swamps,
tigris sondaica) grasslands, and

savannas

Countries Where Tiger Population Is Found

8 Found only in 13 Tiger Range countries- India, Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Russia, China, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam

« As per the latest report by IUCN, tiger has gone extinct in Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam

Protection Status

8 |UCN Red List: Endangered
B8 CITES: Appendix |
8 WPA 1972: Schedule |

Conservation Efforts_

8 International Big Cats Alliance (IBCA): For conservation of
seven big cats namely Tiger, Lion, Leopard, Snow Leopard,
Cheetah, Jaguar and Puma (launched by India)

B8 Tx2 campaign: Launched by WWF; stands for ‘Tiger times 2'
signaling the goal to double the tiger population by 2022

B8 National Tiger Conservation authority (NTCA): Constituted
under the WPA, 1972

B Project Tiger: Launched in 1973

B Tiger Census: Every 4 years

Threats

——a
B Habitat loss
B Poaching and illegal trade
8 Human-Wildlife conflict

Tigers In India_

B |ndia has the largest population
@ As of 2022, India has 3167 tigers
« Largest population has been found in Central Indian
Highlands & Eastern Ghats Landscape
0 Tiger Reserves: India now has 53 tiger reserves
< Ranipur in UP is the latest
¢ Nagarjun Sagar (Andhra Pradesh) is the larges
while Orang (Assam) is the smallest (Core area)







Recently, the All India Council
for Technical Education
(AICTE) has designated 2025
as the "Year of Artificial
Intelligence" to position India
as a global leader in Al.

AICTE aims to promote Al in
education through updated
curricula, workshops for
faculty, and collaborations
with Al-driven companies for

real-world exposure.

J
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* What is the purpose of the "Green Propulsion System" developed by
Manastu Space?

gUN-cI FE ¢arT Akl "M WideersT AEcH" FT 3e8T &1

?

 A. To reduce environmental impact of space missions / FareT fAerE
& JIATGIONT THTT T HH HIAT

B. To increase rocket fuel effmency/iﬁv? ST Y gaTdT CrG1

C. To minimize human health risks / ATdd FAETT SIAAT 1 &7
C X

D. All of the above / 390ad THT




* What is the primary function of Bharat Small Reactors (BSRs)?
HRI & TATA ?{Qa%‘\fr (BSRs) ST HEY HI FAT 87

* A. Enhance nuclear power capacity for decarbonization /
G CACIGIET NG ECY qIHATIT Foll &THAT Y delell

B. Produce low-cost energy for Hhouseholds / R * T &7 CIEIGE
alzfr FST T 3cUIce el

C. Develop alternative fuel sources / dfecys ST Aar &1 Qe
el

D. Support agricultural innovations/ﬂjﬁ' TATAIRT T GHAYT HLET




hich state conducted India's first coastline and wader bird census?

W
HART I Igell deW@T 3R I 98 AT fhg T o
AT Hr?

* A. Gujarat / Mol
B. Kerala / C ]
C. Tamil Nadu /

D. Maharashtra / HERTQ'




* What type of bird is the "Shankhlo" (Crab Plover), found in Jamnagar's
Marine National Park?

STHIR & FAGT TSI 3¢ATel H 9T S dTel "AWel" (shel
TAlaY) el & bR & &7

* A. Predator / T ﬂﬂﬂff
B. Wader bird /EET gait

C. Migratory bird /‘E‘Nﬁ gaft
D. Endangered bird / UheaEad gail




* What major theme will be discussed at the Al Summit in Paris?

éﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁvﬂéfﬁ‘@?%lﬁdd H @l @1 9q@ faw ==n A
?
* A. Global governance of Al / T3IT§ &T dfaes ma=

B. Al in education / fT&TT & T3S
C. Al for healthcare / FTELT S@HTT & folT T3S
D. Renewable energy powered by Al /1!'3-'I'I'§ QAdRI garferd

Ao FaT




* Which country developed the Scorpene-class submarines in partnership
with India?

fohd 29T A #RA & AT TS H ThUIA-FTd Tl leaam
Al &7
* A. Russia / &

B. France / BTH

C. USA / 3 AR
D. Germany / STH#AT




* What is the main challenge associated with the development of the
Great Knot bird habitat in Gujarat?

TR H I Ale 9ell & 39 & 9 § Jofd &
TAlT T §7?

* A. Habitat loss due to tourism / 9T & HRUT AT T g
B. Overhunting / 37ca & &R

C. Pollution in coastal waters / d&IT STl H Yau T
D. All of the above / 390ad THT




* What is the expected launch year for ISRO's Mission ShakthiSAT?
SO o TAAA ATFASAT & dlied I 3UTed ay FIT 872

* A. 2025
B. 2026
C. 2027
D. 2028




e What is Green GDP?
N7 SEIAT AT 8§72

* A. GDP calculation without environmental costs / o CRaic LG
& foaar ShSdY srorar

B. GDP that includes environmental benefits and costs / S

QAT o1 3T dRra enfae §

C. GDP based on renewable energy outputs / AR FAT
JcUlgsT YT TR Ssrdh

D. None of the above /3WeFd H & IS sTel



* What unique feature is highlighted in the Marine National Park of
Gujarat?

TSR & HHGT TSET 3T A hled AT AT [AAYAT 399R
T TS E?

* A. Hosts over 50 species of wader birds / 50 & 3f&& qrsy gfgar
yoTiadr Y AT HIdar &
wdia’s first designated marine park / TRd &T YgeT AR Fﬂflﬁf
C. Conservation of mangroves and biodiversity / AMa iR o9
fafaerar &1 aegor
D. All of the above / 390ad THT




Word of the day

Addlepated:

stupid and confused

Synonyms: addlebrained, muddleheaded

Usa g€. The blow made me addlepated and
weakened my legs.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
addlepatedpro




Fun Fact




Myth : Isaac Newton
discovered gravity when an
apple hit his head.

Truth: Newton’s inspiration likely came from
observing falling apples, but there’s no evidence
one hit him on the head.
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