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from the session



 What regulatory concern did the Supreme Court recently highlight
regarding online content?

« FHHA FE F AT & A AAATST A FT AFT e H famw1w

ad h1?
* A. Misinformation and fake news spread / 3Tefd =il 3 Fh el
Sl YU
~Use

of vulgar and obscene language in online platforms /ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ'
%ﬁ qT 37eelier 3T 3737 STT9T HT 3T

C. Censorship of political discussions / TIGI?ﬁﬁ?T AT AT FARAT
D. lllegal streaming of copyrighted content / av'l‘ﬁTl%? ATHAT Y 3rder

>~



* What principle did the Supreme Court emphasize regarding online
content regulation?
-Wmm¢mﬁwmﬁmmw
fer?

* A. Absolute freedom of speech /q;ui' FffeafFa v Tadaan
~Balancing free speech with responsibility and decency / Hed
FffcaFa & GFATl 3iX edlsrar & @1y gafad S&r
C. Government control over all digital platforms / it RBfeed caewmEt
W TFR AF=or .
D. Banning content creators from monetization / HTH faaATanst #i
AQIHIoT @ giaafdrd &3

e



/

 What is the objective of the ‘CITIIS 2.0’ initiative?
+ ‘CITIIS 2.0’ Ug FT IG5 FIT g7

* A= Promoting smart cities and urban innovation / AT ﬁ?ﬂ\_ﬂ' AR
el AR FT AT ol
B. Developing India’% railway infrastructure / AR & Jeld m

eI &1 fashrd

C. Enhancing India’s cybersecurity measures / AR $Y L 1ELES
JI&T 3Tl Hl /o

D. Strengthening rural water supply systems / ATHIOT ST HTQﬁ
gonferat H AT HIAT



* Under the ‘CITIIS 2.0’ initiative, how much investment was
announced for urban projects?

« ‘CITIIS 2.0’ g & dad g IRAVTA3T & faw fhast faaer
Tfr & aryor &y T2

* A. X500 crore
B. X1,200 crore

4??1,800 crore

D. X2,500 crore



* What is the aim of the ‘Swavalambini’ initiative launched in Meerut?
- WG A YE AN 7 TEAAAl Ggel FT 35627 FAT 872
* A. Providing free eduo?tion to rural children / ATHIOT F=aT &Y ﬁ'tﬂw
fRIaTr gerer &
. owering female entrepreneurs through training and mentorship /
%%pmﬁﬁaﬁqﬁmwaﬁtmﬂa%mw#mmm
C. Developing rural healthcare infrastructure / ATHOT TATELT AT
AT &1 [ o
D. Improving sports infr%:tructure in universities/ﬁ'&ﬂﬁ@ﬂ'ﬂ’f A @
HIHATAT {I"E-'ITT



* What is the primary focus of the ‘Sashakt Panchayat — Netri Abhiyan’?
« ‘WAFA YA — A ATAAT FT TUAF Bldda 41 872

* AZStrengthening Women's Participation in Panchayati RaF Institutions

(PRIs) / TETIY TsT GEYTT (PRIs) F Afgemait & FY FAslqd
T

B. Encouraging foreign investment in rural areas / ATAIOT &7 & fageft
foraer &1 Qicaied ST

C. Providing scholarships for female students in rural areas / ITHIOT SE]
H BEET & AT SEgik 9ere e

D. Developing digital banking infrastructure in panchayats / qarIdar &
Rfsree 3T SR g

HT AT HAT



 When is World Wildlife Day celebrated?
- [T geusllg Raw 9 AT SATAT 87

* A. February 2
_B-March 3
C. April 22
D.June 5



 What was the theme of World Wildlife Day 2025?
- feg geaeila feaw 2025 #r e Far of1?

* A. "Conserving Wildlife for Future Generations"
~"Wildlife Conservation Finance: Investing in People and Planet”
C. "Sustainable Coexistence with Nature"
D. "Restoring Ecosystems for a Better Tomorrow"



 Why was March 3 chosen for World Wildlife Day?
- faeg geaella Gaw & AT 3 &A= A F4 o1 TAT?

* A. It marks the foundation day of the International Union for Conservation of Nature

(|UCN)¥2rs' HAWTSET THfad FIETOT H& (IUCN) Fr F419= afyr w1 RfEea

Bt is the day when the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES) was adopted / I8 ¢ ot § ST CdWrd FAfadl & FeaRTSAT SR T

Hedle (CITES) Y YT AT AT
C. It was the birth anniversary of a famous conservationist / 4§ U ‘Jlﬁ'i\"‘il'

HIETTArdY Y FTadr oAt

D. It was declared by the UN as a global day for environmental awareness /EEIT:I-T-I'

ST EART 3/ TATARVT ANRhdT & Raw Raw & w0 & T fBFar I an
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constantly trying to
make you somethin

else is the greates

accomplishment.

/\

Ze —Ralph Waldo Emerson
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©-MONTH DEADLINE

States and UTs told to
give forest land details

NEWS » PAGE 4

SL8C vUNNEL coLLAPSE
Debris
removal
drags on

SOUTH » PAGE 3

VOTER 1D DISCREPANCIES
EC must come clean on
EPIC ‘scam’: Trinamool
MEWS » PAGE S

tion in
bu.lwhereisﬂgohlg)

OPINION » PAGE

OFFSHORE MINING
Kerala resolution
opposes Centre’s plans
SOUTH » PAGE 3

PATNA

Samrat Choudhary,
Minister and JOU) leader
Mitish Kumar jostied during the
debate on the Govemor's
address . » PAGE 2

No request
U.S. for aid in
Adani case: govt.

NEW DELIE
The Centre has denied
receiving 2 request for
assistance from the US.
Securities and Exchange
Commission to serve summons

the Adani vs SEC bribery case
in 2 U.S. court. » PAGE 4

NEW DELHI

External Affairs tokd the Delhi

by the Indian governmen for
their daughter. » PAGE 4

pushing for cooperation with
India. » PAGE &

Zelens
Trump

Ukrainian leader re;

secure a lasting peace: he

Associated Press
KYIV/WASHINGTON

krainian President

Volodymyr Zelen-

skyy on Tuesday
said he wanted to ~make
things right” with Donald
Trump and to work under
the UL s =

long-range drones, bombs
on energy and other civi-
lian infrastructure — and
truce in the sea immediate-
Iy, & Busia: will o, the

strong
xeademup to secure last-
ing peace in Ukraine.

In his first public com-

ments since Mr. Trump
halted U.S. military aid to

Mr. Zelenskyy clashed with
Mr. Trump and U.S. Vice-
President J.D. Vance over
Washingron's stance on the
war ina

Our meeting in

Washington. at the

White House on Friday. did not

50 the way it was st
wbe. It

ppased
regrecable tha it

happened this way. Itis time
o make things right.

make things right. We
wroud like future coopera-
B!

VOLODYMYR

ZELENSKYY,
President of Ukraine

A White House official
had said on Monday that
Trump

the Oval Office on Fri-

‘on Fréday, did not go the
it was supposed to be.

It is regrezable that it hap-
pened this way. It is time to

jwas ready tosign a dea.lglv-
ing the

had di-
rected a pause in all mili-
tary assistance to Ukraine.

“The order will remain
in effect unl Mr. Trump
determines that Ukraine

cess to L'kxaum s nat\u:l]
resources and minerals at
“any time and in any con
wvenient form:
The deal was Supposed
to be inked in Washington
last week before Mr. Zelen-
skyy was kicked out of the
White House after the pu-
blic row with Mr. Trump.

com-

Ttrnrt v pence Hegta

tions with Russéa.~ the offi-
ial

Mr. Zelens!
esda:

r. Trump earlier on

calls for ‘trruce’ after
alts military assistance

backs US. President® leadership’: he signals readiness for discussions to

platform, w
comments Mr. Zelenskyy
late Su: 0 press-

ite House event later on

Monday. referred to Mr. Ze-
lenskyy's reported com-
ments and asserted the Uk-
rainian leader ~better not
be right about that™

sTARMER waLCOMES 810
» PAGE

Security personnel dismantiing
district of Maniper. #T1

NEW DELHI

At a security review meet-
ing last week. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah direct-
ed the Manipur adminis-
tration to restore religious
plac 5
aged or vandalised during
the May 2023 ethnic vio-
lence in . a se

ernment. afficial told

s
providi healing touch
to the Meitel and Kuki-Zo

munities, the

Mastercia;

Virat Kohli was on the bal

again as the Men in Blue

5= knocked out Australia in the semifinal of the Champions Trophy in Dubai
on Tuesday. India will meet winner of the match between South Africa and New Zealand in the summit clash on Sunday. AFP [REPCRT: PAGE 16)

Jaishankar
meets UK.
PM Starmer,
govt. officials

with UK. Prime Minister

The Hindu
the time

Keir Starmer,

nolds t discuss the In-

diaU.K. “free trade” deal
GFTA). the Minister said on
social media site X.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGH

Maharashtra NCP Minister resigns amid prot

MuBBAL

Amid; angry, Tascicng: to
of the

dered his resignation from
the Cabinet on health and

People’s Front. » PAGE 14
cm
=

tion parties in the State are

slated to move a breach of
privilege notice against

Hous.
session.
~This is Mar privi-
lege. How carPsuch a deve-
lopment not be informed
1o the House? Chief Mi-
announce-
ment outside the House,”
NCP (SP) leader Jayant Patil
told The Hindu.
were  held
across the State against Ka-

ruesday morning.
Mr. Munde’s staff took his

resignation to the resi-
dence of Chief Minister De-
vendra vis. “1
an.cep(td the reslg\anon
and have sent it to the G
Vemnor for further proce.

Assemnbly on Tuesday
secking resignation of Dhananjay Munde. EVMANUAL YOGR

Mr. Fadnavis told

resspersons. in the even-

lng the Raj Bhavan con-

firmed that Governor C.P.

Radhakrishnan had ac-
cepted the resignation.

told

grounds,’ thkare,
State president of NCP,

Mr. Munde drew flak
from the Opposition over
his rweec after his resigna-
tion. “Since day one,
strongly deranded that
the accused in Sant

communities suffered
age™ after ethnic vio-
lence erupted on May 3,
2023

The top court directed,
In September 2023, tha
the State government
immedsately identi-

all

Shah seeks action
to rebuild places of
worship in Manipur

egat Bunkers in Kangpaksi

The offic
Home Minister had em-
all looted
d be reco-

ial said that the

efther with civilians or in-
surgent groups active
the Sta

presence of wea-

‘l‘he

pons in the hands of the
public, Large.
sca

ng

ine to March 6, failing
which strict action would
follow.

Peace team
It was also decided in the

highlight efforss to usher in

including churches, Hindu
temples, Sanamahi tem-
ples, — and pro-
tect these from encroach-
her damage.
ar. Shah Ma-

e State.

Governor Anusuiya Ulkey.
of both

nipur's security scenario
on March 1, for the first
time since the State was
placed noder Presldenls

on Februar,
N et L the Mi-
Home s

the free movement of peo-
ple on all roads across the
State by March 8, and also
work on early completion
of the fencing on the Mani-
pur-Myanmar border and

antling of the drug

In the State.

i

the communities rejected

nipur violence and scores

62,000 people who were
displaced from  thei
homes are relief

tion of these internally dis-
placed persons should
begin soon.

DIKTAT DEFIED
»PAGES

test punishment. 1 am dis-
turbed after watching the
which_came out
vesterday.
photos are a of the
Chargeshees filed by he
police in the court].
probe in the matter has
been completed and the
police have filed a char-
gesheet. Judiclal inquiry i
oo,

murder of sarpanc

ced ob-
serveda bandh = Tuesday
3gainst the gruesome mur-

ing my mmdenl:e and due
0 medical advice given by

the Chief Minister.”
tweeted.

The social media post
garnered sharp response
from the G which

murder be given the stric-

sought to know if the resig-

at the NCP

inform the big deci:
the Assembly before de-
claring them outside. It is

acainat peopriery o do oth-
erwise,” Anant Kalse,
lative ex‘per(. told  The
Hinde.




Zelensky offers truce as

Praises US Prez,

Expresses Regret
Over WH Fiasco

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

S President Donald
Trump has pulled the
plug on military assi
stance to Ukraine, abandonj
a country Washington pouted
more than $100 billion into for
itsdefence against Russia.
As the decision sen
shockwaves across Europe,
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky tried to pla-
cate Trump, proposing a
new framework for a partial
ceasefire with Russia, pos-
ting on X that Kiev would be
willing to release prisoners
and agree to a truce that wo-
uld ban long-range attacks
on civilian and energy in-
frastructure.
Zelensky said the Oval Of-
fice blowup with Trump was

Trump cuts military aid

US MAY LIFT SOME RUSSIA SANCTIONS

» US has given Ukraine more
than $180bn in assistance
since Russia launched all-out
war on Feb 24, 2022, including
over $66.5bn in military aid

» US officials chose to use
s ‘suspended’ and

L= halt} suggesting that
= matters could be

> US analysts say Zelensky
tested Trump’s patience by
insisting that European Nato
partners gave Ukraine ‘a lot’,
contrary to Trump’s claim
that US was shouldering

much of the burden
£

> US may lift some

sanctions on Russia,
a day after Pentagon
suspended offensive
cyber operations

UT LEAVES EUROPE VULNERABLE, P 16

“regrettable”, adding that he
standsready to work under the
latter’s “strong leadership” to
get alasting peace. Kiev is also
ready to sign a deal on rare
earths and security with DC.
Hours after smacking
down on Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr Zelensky for say-
ing that the end of the war
with Russia is “very, very far
away”’, Trump suspended mi-
litary aid to Kyiv “till it is de-

termined that Ukraine had
demonstrated a commitment
to peace negotiations with
Moscow”.

In the same breath, the
Trumpadministrationisalso
reported tobe consideringlif-
ting some sanctions on Rus-
sia, a day after the Pentagon
suspended offensive cyber
operations against Moscow.

» Continued on P 16

T
\PN



EUROPE TOPS US IN GIVING AID TO UKRAINE

The US supplies Ukraine with vital defensive and offensive capabilities, although the impact of
the suspension would take time to filter down to the battlefield and Ukraine is less reliant on US
supplies than it used to be. A look at the international assistance to Ukraine during the conflict:

@s Other Top 10 Donors (allocations in billion euros) Jan 2022 to Dec 2024 »

MiFinancial _@Humanitarian MMilitary —

UsS

cUp 462
B e
Germany 14 \ 26

S

Of total 267bn euros aid for

11438 09 101
N\ - Pkraine, Europe has been the
Japan |\’ 4 | . provider, allocating
Canada | =37 05 26 / 132bn euros since Jan 2022
AnElidm 01 04 75 WJrsus———----—-—--:l:I"II"'II euros by the US

- > Total military aid for Ukraine
- stands at 129.8bn euros since
Jan 2022, with US being single
largest donor with 64bn euros.
Europe has donated 62bn euros

Netherlands [1f/ 0]

WELEN) 03 04 47
France [i}: SEUCIEER
AIELLNI09E 05 2 36

0 *Commission and Council zh Sﬁ

59




0 *Commission and Council

In total, around 6.3 million Ukrainian refugees were rt
across Europe and 6.8 million worldwide as of Jan 202

Refugees from Ukraine since Feb 2022 to Feb 2(

Sermany NG 1.24 mn
——Rassia | 1.22 mn
_Peland NN Nearly 1 mn
—Czechia NN 389,830
— UK Il 2,53,535
¢ Spain - 2,16,975 Sources: Kiel Institute for thegis

World Economy; Statista
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- Under Russian control Russian forces have operated in or Ukrainian-réported
launched attacks against but do not control countefoffensive

- Russian advances in Russia Ukrainian incursion into Russia
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INBRIEF

ED arrests SDPI leader on
money-laundering charge

The Enforcement Directorate has arrested Soctal
Democratic Party of India (SDPI) national
ey e e Iaundenng

charge in connection with t
banned terror outfit l"opuhr Front of india PFD.
©On Tuesday, he was p; before a spe;

airport upen his arrival from Cochin on Monday.

‘Arrest all policemen involved
in infant’s death at Alwar”

All police personnel involved in the death of a
month-old infant during a Balich Tl kx Alven
must be immediately booked on charges of
Imirder, CPIV) leader Brinda Karat ssid on
sday after visiting the victim's family.

prior no

Jaishankar meets UK. PM
Starmer, Cabinet officials

He discusses India-UK. fn:e lr.-nk deal with Trade and Busn(m wml:lr\
duri

the Technology Security

LoNDON

xternal Affairs AMi-

nister S. Jaishanl

began his visit to the
U.K. on Tuesday with a se-
ries of meetings in London
with British government
officials.

2 e i ALK Prfie
Minister Kefr Sta . The
Fiindtut has learned, At the

isncles g

mism", according to Mr.
Jaishankar.

The two Ministers “dis-

He is set to
tes - in Beltast (on

he vvill hold lalksun

Foreign Secretary
Lammy sasd.

Mr. Lammy and Mr.

nesday. Chevening ls mg

U.K. government's

ship nd fellowship pro-

gmmme for foreign stu-
dents.

The Ministers will dis-
cuss the Technology Secur-
&y Initiative, launched dur-
g Mr. Lammy’s visit to
Delhi in July 2024

They are expected to
discuss collaboration in
Sectors such critic:
minerals, artificial intelli-
gence, and telecoms as
well as opportunities for
resilient supply chains and

o
“This a:.pans:on of In-

dias diplomatic

prese;

nce

U.K. Foreign, Common-
wealth and Development
Office (FCDO) sasd.

Belgium Princess Astrid, and Deputy Prime Minister Maxime Prevot
3t a seminar in New Delhi on Monday. 2

Belgium to scale up
defence ties, set to
sign MoU this year

President Ursula von der

NEW DELE

Europe needs to develop
its own “strategic autono-
on Thursda;
where members are ex-
Pected o chart their future

“The situation has
changed from & covgle of
weeks ago, so we need &
be flexible and unled.“

that we

wot said on Tues:

to cmnga s course on the
Ulraine
‘As a result, Belghum will
need to build ks defence
sector. Mr. Prevot said,
pushing for cooperation
with tndia.
He was speaking after

Thar's the message
are disseminating in the

tonomy,

India hit targeted maternal
mortality rate of 100 deaths
per lakh live births: Nadda

s
NEW DELSS

india has achseved the Na-

per one lakh live
births, Union Health Minis-
ter J.P. Nadda on
Tuesday.

The nation had also
achieved an 83% decline in
MUR hervecn 1590° and
2020, whic

much  Indis’s 655
r than the decline in

decline in

nister stressed the need to

translate the agendas and

objectives  of

health

tion, and the importance

nf !he role of officers, in-
ling Chief Medical Of-

ey {CMO), at the ground

J Fhe Minister sald thata  leved to achicve it.

b decline was observed ~Enhanc:

ln(am Mortality Rate
Ry this  CMOs is vic

and governance body for
the health sector under the
\lmonal Health Mission

Mfie in Global IMR
5%. Additionally,
been a 75% de-
the “Under 5

bullding exercises, so

their capacities can be util-
ised in the best way possi-
ble: that will pave the way
for achieving required re-
sules healthcare
schemes at the grassroots
level,” Mr. Nadda said.

irfant mert;
than the Global IMR dip of S5%%, the Minister says. FLE PHOTO

NEW DELHE

Belgium's John Cockersll
Defence (JCD). the world's

top-turret  manufacturer
for battle tanks, and the
Pu Electro Pneu

n. 5
matics & Hydraulics (EPH)

d_ announced a Joint
Ventwure (JV) in India with
initial focus on the Indian
Army-s Hght tank contest
under way.

rate (19502020} is higher had already ted

AMr. Nadda also spoke
abour the role of ASHA
workers in the healthcare
system, and remarked on
the need for their empo-
werment welfare
through revised incentives

vities, and

providin, enhanc scale up defence
honorarsums. tion and are set

Vhile the of
developments and new defence ffoy
technological  advances emuon by the end
working to the light tank is a cri]
Treateh ot astracere, Me. | cal vequisemens foe the &

dian Army. a need identi-
fied during the stand-off
China in eastern

Nadda also said the quality

of the latest additions, in-

chuding the Bharat Health

Initiative for Sahyog Hita

and  Maitri  (BHISHM),
be ensured.

Tadaxh.
It will be a 60:40 JV bet-
ween JCD and EPH In

Belgium defence giant
ties up with Indian firm to
manufacture tank turrets

question from The
by Uk-

we are with the Uk-

_ There is an

ssor. and there is a
im {in this . it is

The £l i
Indian segment of the deal. FILE 714070

which

rec...;

the former

will
d

hn'le e a1 Tocus
Indian lght

qu.lnernenl o eomtiiak.

Iy go up 1o 700 «
focus of the JV
broader, said

the

available for tank turress
today. India’s strength in

ectronics and Astificial
intelligence will allow us to
build very efficient sys-
tems,” he said ase-
lect medsa interaction.

G:

relopment of mili-
tary capabilities, with Bel-
nual summit, and the PM  gian companies offering to
Provide defence technolo-
“make in India~

oclebrations  in
Moscow on May 9. Defence cooperation
As part of overall efforts to

iving an of
. Ingrid Rasquinha,

naging Director.
the pany has
been in the defence sector
for 25 years, manufactur-
ing simulators and misslle

EPH,
nt

chel, Group Chief Execu-
tive Officer, John Cockerill.

Marketing, EPH, said.

lgian
delegation's visit comes will posta Defence Attache
turmollin Buropeov-  in India the two coun-
changed stance tries will sign an MoU

on.
With inputs from Kaliol
)

Union Commissioners led
= c

THERESs BWEIRE + 14424 =
{set by Gussatufz)

14 Upon return, he saic, *Freak hippo's kiling every other marine
creature® {3)

To solve this pede online,
et crass 10 cor crossword site.
Bttps que.peage tink BT

H

Now keep 3 bit of mash [ie., beet purce] coversd in asafoetida
3.3,45)

Second msthentication code: zero, ... one,

A7 That's mo longes valid (4,5)

A breather, then the second part of filming, and that's 3 weap
st

*aanical cresture is combination 9 ecking rocs tail and hinc's
he:

Pl (a Testa) (1)

Catch girt and towe (5}

Out playing Zolf? Baer ot conclusion of game? {35

5

2 large number

BYR R0

Cloth merchant: “Standard to have red border around” (61
Death in achance for creminal? {8)
Ban chess & porn wildly cuerwhelming Indis (10)
Appreciation plummets after husband's ot (6]
Whole party abrupthy ends in schism over TV channet (3]
Callect line, zcratching 3
Deer saw a pin wside fencing (6]
The man hogsed vulgarty — prickly creature {8)
Confagent of Shining whven topless, SHortng mgdant (10]
Yy el o, walding 25 of 1L, Wasplag e rce 40
< onshie troutte no-good Europesn (3)
Toprated metat soldier back finng? (8
Pointiess I#e, 30 § took up boxing (6}
Beg 2ir travellers: “Sag=z on the counter, this is 3n inspection®
®1

Broadcast is prosecuted (5]
Unpleasant soell in old electronic instrument (4}
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FAITH
Reading Sundara Kanda

While churning the ocean of milk, Karpaga tree, which in-
cessandy. Eratifies petitoners s with the objects sought: the
ess

fluence personified; lhe dlvlne nectar; kowusthubha — e
rarest of the gems, halahala. the poison, have

Allegarically, in chumlng the sea of Ramayana
came Goddess Sita. the Karpaga tree-like Sugrecva. the
Hike L

=N A

5

118

3

Py

2

DIFFICULTY AATING: Yir e e i v

Setution to yesterday®s Sudoku
32987563 1]
158/346/97 2
7' 36|21 9584l
674981325
392537146

13624897
34 7|1 58263
85763419
361lag 2758

necmr llk& \' d’le of ln—
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Hanuman w be the central pendant studded with

the mast precious
‘Sundara Kanda is in the middle of the Ramayana. Sun-
dara Kanda narsates great
of Lord Siva, who
is 31_«» called Sundaresa. Hence, the portion that glorifies
Hanuman is named Sundara Kanda.
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starting, Hanuman prayed to Lord Rama to bless and

help him cross the ocean. Hanuman's role model was Ga-

ruda, the king of birds. Reading Sundara Kan,

wiare all our fears, il thoughts and difficulties.




Belgium to scale up
defence ties, set to
sign MoU this year

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Europe needs to develop
its own “strategic autono-
my”, Belgian Deputy
Prime Minister and Fo-
reign Minister Maxime Pré-
vot said on Tuesday, speak-
ing about the U.S. decision
to change its course on the
Ukraine war.

As a result, Belgium will
need to build its defence
sector, Mr. Prevot said,
pushing for cooperation
with India.

He was speaking after
talks between Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Bel-
gian Princess Astrid, who
led a delegation of more
than 300 Belgian business
leaders on an “economic
mission” to India. Address-
ing the media along with
Mr. Prevot, Belgian De-
fence  Minister Theo
Francken said that India
and Belgium will sign a
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) on defence
cooperation by the end of
2025.

New Delhi, which has
been engaging all sides in
the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict, will send Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri to
Moscow this week for Fo-
reign Office consultations.
He is expected to prepare
for a high-level meeting
between Mr. Modi and Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin this year, with Mr. Putin
due to visit India for the an-
nual summit, and the PM
invited to attend Russia’s
80th Victory Day or “Po-
byeda” celebrations in
Moscow on May 9.

Situation in flux

The high-powered Belgian
delegation’s visit comes
amid turmoil in Europe ov-
er the changed U.S. stance
on the Russia-Ukraine war,
and reports that U.S. Presj-
dent Donald Trump is
ceasing all aid to Kyiv after
his showdown with Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy in the White
House on Friday. The Bel-
gian visit follows last
week’s visit by European
Union Commissioners led
by European Commission

President Ursula von der
Leyen, and comes two
days before an extraordin-
ary summit of the Euro-
pean Union to be held in
Brussels on Thursday,
where members are ex-
pected to chart their future
course.

“The situation has
changed from a couple of
weeks ago, so we need to
be flexible and united...
That’s the message that we
are disseminating in the
European Union. So it
means that we need to de-
velop our own strategic au-
tonomy, certainly regard-
ing the defence sector,” Mr.
Prevot said, in response to
a question from The
Hindu.

“Belgium stands by Uk-
raine, we are with the Uk-
rainian people. There is an
aggressor, and there is a
victim [in this conflict]. Itis
not acceptable that some
parts of the world try to
put those two countries on
the same footing,” Mr. Pre-
vot said, adding that the
U.S. and Belgium would re-
main “strong allies”.

Mr. Prevot said that
while the Belgians had not
discussed the Ukraine is-
sue with Mr. Modi when
they met on Tuesday, he
was “aware of the con-
cerns of Europe”, and that
Europe — and Belgium in
particular — hopes India
can be a “strong support”
in the development of mili-
tary capabilities, with Bel-
gian companies offering to
provide defence technolo-
gies to “make in India”.

Defence cooperation

As part of overall efforts to
scale up defence coopera-
tion with India, Belgium
will post a Defence Attache
in India and the two coun-
tries will sign an MoU on
defence cooperation by
the end of 2025, Mr
Francken said.

The MoUs in the de-
fence sector were among
24 MoUs signed with the
Belgian delegation in the
fields of food processing,
health, engineering, and
education.

(With inputs from Kallol
Bhattacherjee)
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INDIA-BELGIUM RELATIONS
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Category

Official Name
Capital

Largest City
Official Languages
Government Type
Monarch

Prime Minister
Area

Population
Currency

GDP (Nominal)

IAENS

Kingdom of Belgium

Brussels

Brussels

Dutch, French, German

Federal parliamentary constitutional monarchy
King Philippe

Alexander De Croo

30,689 sq km

11.7 million (2024 est.)

Euro (€) (EUR)

$621 billion (2023 est.)

Major Industries Autoriobile, Pharmaceuticals, Steel, Chemicals, Chocolate, Beer

Famous for Medieval towns, European Union HQ, Waffles, Tintin, Tomorrecwland Festival




* Belgium to Scale Up Defence Ties, Set to Sign MoU This Year @
(aﬁm:rtmma»‘rmm 30 Y THNNY W FEAIRT
M)

* Belgium aims to strengthen it@f@ce @ and develop
"strategic autonomy" amid changing U.S. policies on the Ukraine

Wwar.

* Talks between Indian PM Narendra Modi and Belgian Princess
Astrid led to a delegatip@f:%BO+ Belgian business leaders visiting
India.



* Belgium to sigh a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with India
on defence cooperation by the end of 2025.

* Belgium stands with Ukraine in the conflict and remains a "strong ally"
of the U.S.New Delhi continues diplomatic engagements with all sides,
including upcoming Foreign Secretary visits to Moscow.

* Belgium to post a Defence Attaché in India as part of growing defence
cooperation.

« Among 24 MoUs signed, key areas include food processing, health,
engineering, and education. /
&)
\744



* A. Strategic Aspects (J0TaIfde qgel)

* Belgium’s focus on "strategic autonomy" highlights Europe's increasing
desire for defence independence.

* Growing India-Belgium defence ties can diversify India’s military
partnerships.

* Belgian companies to provide military technologies to be developed
under "Make in India."

* Belgium to deploy a Defence Attaché, strengthening military
collaboration.



* B. Economic Aspects (T4 qgel)

* Belgium signed 24 MoUs with India across multiple sectors, boosting
bilateral trade.

* Stronger defence ties may lead to increased trade in arms, technology,
and military supplies.

* Potential job creation in India’s defence manufacturing sector.

* Strengthened economic ties may encourage Belgian businesses to
expand operations in India.



* C. Political Aspects RECIGED qBT'{\)

* Belgium remains aligned with the U.S. but is expanding its
independent global defence ties.

* India’s diplomatic engagement with all sides, including Russia and
Europe, strengthens its non-aligned strategy.

* Belgium’s visit follows European Commission leaders’ engagement,
showing deeper EU-India ties.

* Upcoming India-Russia summit may also impact global defence
alliances.



Belgium defence giant
ties up with Indian firm to
manufacture tank turrets

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Belgium’s John Cockerill
Defence (JCD), the world’s
top-turret manufacturer
for battle tanks, and the
Pune-based Electro Pneu-
matics & Hydraulics (EPH)
Pvt. Ltd. announced a Joint
Venture (JV) in India with
initial focus on the Indian
Army’s light tank contest
under way.

They had already tied
up for supplying turrets for
Zorawar, the light tank de-
veloped by Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation (DRDO) and
Larsen & Toubro (L&T)
which is currently in ad-
vanced stages of trials. The
development comes as In-
dia and Belgium look to
scale up defence coopera-
tion and are set to sign a
memorandum of under-
standing on defence coop-
eration by the end of 2025.

The light tank is a criti-
cal requirement for the In-
dian Army, a need identi-
fied during the stand-off

with China in eastern
Ladakh.
It will be a 60:40 JV bet-

ween JCD and EPH in

The Pune-based Electro Pneumatics & Hydraulics will handle the
Indian segment of the deal. FILE PHOTO

which the former will
bring the technology and
know-how while the latter
will focus on the manufac-
turing, according to Thier-
ry Renaudin, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, JCD. “We will
get a new world-class tur-
ret...,” he said.

While the initial focus
on the Indian light tank re-
quirement could eventual-
ly go up to 700 tanks, the
focus of the JV is much
broader, said Francois Mi-
chel, Group Chief Execu-
tive Officer, John Cockerill.
“There are several pro-
grammes in India that justi-
fy this JV. Our alignment is
not for one single project,
it goes way beyond. We
have the best technology

available for tank turrets
today. India’s strength in
electronics and Artificial
Intelligence will allow us to
build very efficient sys-
tems,” he said during a se-
lect media interaction.
Giving an overview of
EPH, Ingrid Rasquinha,
Joint Managing Director,
said that the company has
been in the defence sector
for 25 years, manufactur-
ing simulators and missile
launchers. “The %300
crore company, which has
manufacturing facility at
Chakan in Pune, generates
35-40% of its revenue from
defence, one of its five ver-
ticals,” Prashant Gadepalli,
Director-Operations and
Marketing, EPH, said.




* Belgium Defence Giant Ties Up with Indian Firm to Manufacture Tank

Turrets (3feaTga & fFaar A ARAT F9« & T &F clfeq
& AT & fow gastiar B@Fam)

* Belgium’s John Cockerill Defence (JCD), a leading tank turret
manufacturer, partners with Pune-based Electro Pneumatics &
Hydraulics (EPH) for a Joint Venture (JV) in India.

* The focus is on manufacturing turrets for the Indian Army’s light tank
program "Zorawar developed by DRDO & L&T.

O@




* India and Belgium aim to scale up defence cooperation, set to sign an
MoU on defence ties by the end of 2025.

* The JV follows/a 60:40 partnership where JCD brings technology &

expertise, while EPH focuses on manufacturing.
— e

* India’s electronics & Al capabilities will enhance the efficiency of tank
turret systems. /'

* The X300 crore EPH company in Pune generates 35-40% of its revenue
from the defence sector.



* A. Strategic Aspects (J0TaIfde qgel)

* Strengthening India’s tank manufacturing aligns with its goal of self-
reliance in defence (Atmanirbhar Bharat).

* Enhances India's military preparedness, especially in high-altitude
warfare, given the Zorawar tank’s requirement post-China standoff.

* Deepening India-Belgium defence ties underlines Europe’s growing
interest in India’s military-industrial sector.

* The deal could open more opportunities for future Indo-European
defence collaborations.



India hit targeted maternal
mortality rate of 100 deaths
per lakh live births: Nadda

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

India has achieved the Na-
tional Health Policy (NHP)
target of a maternal mor-
tality rate (MMR) of 100
deaths per one lakh live
births, Union Health Minis-
ter J.P. Nadda said on
Tuesday.

The nation had also
achieved an 83% decline in
MMR between 1990 and
2020, which was much
higher than the decline in
Global MMR, he added.

Mr. Nadda was chairing
the ninth meeting of the
Mission Steering Group,
the highest policy-making
and governance body for
the health sector under the
National Health Mission
(NHM).

The Minister said that a
69% decline was observed
in Infant Mortality Rate
(IMR) in India during this
period (1990-2020), while
the decline in Global IMR
was 55%. Additionally,
there has been a 75% de-
cline in the “Under 5
[years] Mortality Rate”
while the global rate of de-
cline was 58%.

At the meeting, the Mi-

India’s 69% decline in infant mortality rate (1990-2020) is higher
than the Global IMR dip of 55%, the Minister says. FILE PHOTO

nister stressed the need to
translate the agendas and
objectives of different
health schemes into ac-
tion, and the importance
of the role of officers, in-
cluding Chief Medical Of-
ficers (CMO), at the ground
level to achieve it.
“Enhancing and streng-
thening the capacities of
CMOs is vital as is the need
for training and capacity-
building exercises, so that
their capacities can be util-
ised in the best way possi-
ble; that will pave the way
for achieving required re-
sults ~ of  healthcare
schemes at the grassroots
level,” Mr. Nadda said.

Mr. Nadda also spoke
about the role of ASHA
workers in the healthcare
system, and remarked on
the need for their empo-
werment and welfare
through revised incentives
for routine activities, and
providing enhanced
honorariums.

While commending the
developments and new
technological  advances
working to strengthen the
health infrastructure, Mr.
Nadda also said the quality
of the latest additions, in-
cluding the Bharat Health
Initiative for Sahyog Hita
and Maitri (BHISHM),
should be ensured.




* India Achieves Targeted Maternal Mortalit f 100 Deaths per
Lakh Live Births: Nadda

* India has met the National Health Policy (NHP) target of Maternal
Mortality Rate (MMR) at 100 deaths per one lakh live births.

* India witnessed an 83% declm in MMR between 1990 and 2020,

surpassing the globz




* The Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) declined b@ the same period,
higher than the global decline @

* Under-5 mortality rate in India saw a 75% decline, compared to the
global rate of 58%.

* The government emphasized strengthening grassroots healthcare
through ASHA workers and CMOs.
AR WOTRET AVIL:

* New technological healthcare initiatives, including the Bharat Health
Initiative for Sahyog Hita and Maitri (BHISHM), will be prioritized.

/




* A. Social Aspects (HTHTISTS qgel)

* Improved maternal and child health will contribute to women’s
empowerment and child welfare.

———

« ASHA workers' role in community healthcare has been recognized and
incentives revised. '

* A strong healthcare system at the grassroots level ensures better
healthcare access fermarginalized communities.

* Lower child mortality rates indicate better awareness of maternal and

neonatalcare. @~~~




* B. Economic Aspects (T4 qgel)

* Reduced maternal and child mortality rates contribute to a healthier
workforce, indirectly improving economic productivity.

* Government initiatives for ASHA workers and grassroots healthcare
infrastructure enhance employment in rural healthcare.

* Lower healthcare burdens due to preventable maternal and child
deaths result in reduced public healthcare expenditure.

* Investments in healthcare technology (BHISHM) will drive innovation

ivate-sector collaboration.
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BIG SHOT
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The Webb space telescope captured this new view of barred spiral galaxy NGC 2283 in just 10 minutes of observing time, showcasing the light from clouds of hydrogen gas
A/WERBR
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James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) Overview

Category Details

Full Name James Webb Space Telescope (JWST)

Launch Date December 25, 2021

Operator NASA, ESA _CSA

Developed By NASA, ESA, CSA

Mission Type Infrared Space Telescope

Primary Mirror Diameter 6.5 meters

Wavelength Coverage 0.6 to 28.3 microns (Infrared Spectrum)

Orbit Lagrange Point 2 (L2), 1.5 million km from Earth

Scientific Goals Study early universe, exoplaneis, star formation, galaxy evolution

Notable Discoveries Deepest infrared images of the universe, exoplanet atmospheres analysis
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Language bridge: 3
3 Mandarin lesson at a school in Riyadh, Saudi Arabla, Ase

right, gives

Mandarin’s entry
into Saudi Arabian
schools highlights
growing China ties

h a map of China on the wall behind him, 14-
yearold Yasser al Shaalan

Eands of Saudi Arahisn children now learning the

Ianguage at school.
Mandarin's entry ineo public schools is the lat.
est sign of Saudi Arabia and

hing a0 e olleich m.ngdom prashes to diversify
s economy and strategic alliances.
In August, Saudi Arsbia introduced China's offi-

cial language as a compulsory second foreign Lan-
guage after English in six of its 13 adminisiracive
regions

Mandarin is one of the world’s most widely
gee. and the overwhelming majori-

After b viske w0 Chine in 2019, 5

crown prince and de facto ruler

Salman announced a plan to intro
out the education

Following China’s emergeng

]
g_ .
a

atrport now d.lspla)s Crilingual signs in Arabic, En-

lis]

Saudl ama is a long-standing partner of the
United States but has also surengthened its rela-
tions with China and Russia.

The targest econcmy in West Asia ks the world's
leading exporter of crude oil, with China taking

a r

to make Saudi Arabla “a pariah” over the 2018
murder of dissident Saudi Arabian Journallst Ja-
al Khashogei, before later changing course.

A geopotitical rival to the U.S., China has
worked to strengthen its influence in West Asia.

In 2023, it
between heavywelght rivals Saudi Afabia and lran
after years of no ties between them.

“For Saudi da, the relationshi) ith China
has become one of the most im; * said Um-
er Karlen, an expert on Saudi Afablan fareign pol-
ey at the University of Birmingham,

move to teach kids Chinese is again in
with the changing global order dynamics i
China has power-
house.” Karim said.

Calls grow to revive conscription
in Germany amid NATO concerns

Fears about the future of the military alliance have si in

following shift of US. towards Russia under Trump:

leader of Germany’s poll winning bloc has favoured conscription after saying Europe will have to handle its own security

Agence France-Presse
BERLIN

Germany’s conservatives,
who are set to lead the next

government, on Tuesday
Sreued that the country
should quickly reintroduce
compulsory military
service.

Friedrich Merz, head of
the CDU/CSU bioc that
topped last month's elec-
ton, has
era of U.S. President Do-
nald p. Europe will
have to better handle its
own security.

The defence policy spo-
kesperson of his centre-
right alliance, Florian
Hahn, told 8ild daily that
Germany’s “suspension of

he current
on™_

“The first conscripts will
have to walk through the
barracks gates in 2025
Mr. Hahn told the daily.

Fears e
strength of the NATO mili-
tary a.lllzn-:e have surged in
Europe, not least after Mr.
Trump l'ecen(ly sided re-
peatediy with long-isolated

Ukraine,
upendlng the Western con-

break with many policies
of former CDU Chancellor

Chomr sdem: Although consaription has been highty controverntatin Germany for 8 long tme. support for

Angela Merkel, including
on migration, but also on
her 2011 decision to sus-
pend compulsory military
service.

Need of numbers
This week, Mr. Merz reiter-
ated that he would favour
the reintroduction of a

er personnel strength in
the armed forces,” he said.

“1 am not committing
myself to any numbers
now, but we cannot man-
age with the current num-

bringing back some form of miitary service has grown across polftical party Bres. ALE FHOT

ber and we also need a
much stronger reserve
Although _conscription

ing Scholz Cabinet in No-
yember signed off on plans
for a new under
nsayear-olds

the Army and their physi-
«cal condition

n.
All young men would be
required to return the

ipcion.
e has promoted a mo-
del that relies on voluntary
service but also allows the
country to make conscrip-

while for
women it would be
voluntary.

A contingent of young
men and women would
then be invited to a selec-
tion some re-
cruited for an initial six-
month stint of military ser-

vice, with the opton of
extending.

German Armed Forces

Taiwan to
boost military
budget amid
‘China’s threat’

TaPEs

Defence Minister
and

in the face of the “rapidly
sit-

Andre Wuestner also
spoke out on Tuesday in fa-

Swedish 1. and to im-
prowe pay and conditions.
e e to start this
year, otherwise we risk im-
in terms of -

nel next year.” he

“We have enormous

to be recruited back ™
CDU/CSU bloc is

a
Germany must reintroduce
compulsory ‘military

service.
~1 was in favour of abol-
ishing it,” he recently told
news weekly Stern. “That
was a lnhuke that we must
‘(mmpuhory military
rvice must be reuuno-
Quceq, for
Without this step, we will
not make any pmguss ™
protecting Europe.

uation and the escalating

i
in consideration of enemy
and urgent readi-

a's threats to
the istand. which it consid-
<re s ooms serrhiney.

would i
the proportion of the de-
rence ‘budget in relation 1o
= Mr. Koo
e on Monday

security and foreign
the military will continue
to pen ion

pmdmg multilateral mili-
to jointly
uphold 1 mgmnal peace; and
seabilicy.” M
Taiwan sees a gmwmg
threat from China, which
regularly sends ships and
alrcraft into areas near Tai-
wan. China is expected to
announce its annual de-

fence budget on Wednes-
day.

Flour in the air

Final party: Revellers participate in flour war’ to mark end of carnival season in the coastal town of Galaics, Greece, on Monday. REUTESRS

Arab leaders gather in Cairo with fate of Gaza truce uncertain

Associated Press
CAIRG

Arab leaders meeting in
Cairo on Tuesday are set to

accept the new proposal
and has warned of addi-
tional consequences, rais-
ing fears of a return to war.

The suspension of aid

endorse & drew ad criti-
to U.S. President Donald cism. with human rights

p's call for the G: groups saying it violated is-
strip to be depopulated rael's obligations as an oc-
and d into a  cu under in-

even as

the continuation of the Is-

rael-Hamas ceasefire is
reain.

The summit hosted by
Abd,

The new plan would re-

quire Hamas to release half

its remaining hostages —

the milicant group's main
in

el
Fatah el-Sissi Is expected
o inchade the leaders of re-
glonal heavyweights Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, support is
crucial for any postwar
plan.
Israel has meanwhile
embraced wha( st says isan

ex-
change for a e
tension and a promise to

Ascreen displays £

assume control.

negotiate a lasting truce. Is- Palestinian_ Presiden:
rael made no mention of Mahmoud . head of
more backed auth-
prisoners — a po-  ority and an opponent of
nent of the first phase. Hamas, was attend
zgypt has developed summit

for the caseﬁre iself and
the release of hostages

Gaza to try to get Hamas to
cm @

rebuilt. Hamas would
power to an interim admi-
nistration of political inde-
pendents until a reformed
Palestinian Authority can

Israel has ruled out any
role for the Palestinian

Eyptian President Abdel Fattah el Sissi, center,
with Arab Leaders, at the emerngency Arab summit in Cairo. s

estinians but will not give
up its arms until there is a
Palmmlan state.
statement en-
dnrilng the plan called for
permanent and just so-
ludon for (he Palestinian
cause and for the United
Natlons Security (_ouncll to

Authority in G deploy internati

along the United  celecpers in Gaza and the
States, has = West
mas's disarmament. Ha-  Bank.

mas, which does not ac- Istael has vowed to

power in Gaza to other Pal-

both
territories, which it cap-

tured in the 1967 war and
which Palestinians want
for their future state. Is-

Meeting with Mr. Trump
at the White House last
month, Jordans King Ab-

raels rnment and  dullah 1l offered to take in

e of s ponuc_al class  some 2,000 children for
medscal

sl oy The first batch of

sugge: aza's
million Palestinians be re-
settled in other countries.
He said the United Stares
would take ownership of

panied by up to two family

d territory

Jordan said the children
are amputees. and will re-
wrn to Gaza when their

The

em-
braced the proposal,
which was roundly reject.
ed by Palestinians, Arab

untries. and n

s h
rejected any such plan.

delivered aid by afr and
tan,

Israel's 1S-month offen-
sive killed over 48,000 Pal-
estinians, according to Ga-

ealth

were fighters but says wo-
men and children made up
more than half the dead.

Lebanese leader
calls for Israels
withdrawal as he
visits Saudi Arabia

BEIRUT

Lebanon’s President end-
ed a visit to Saudi Arabia
on Tuesday where he dis-

Lebanese President Joseph
i bian Crown

Prince Mohammed Bin Salman
i Rivadin on Monday. REUTERS

A joint staternent fssued
after the summit said that

only state institutions in
d

banon as -
lowing Saudi Arabian citi-
=i i trwvel o0 Lo
Mr. Aoun was
on Monday night by - Saud.
Crown Prince Mohamm,
iy Salman ar Vachama bar
lace in the capital, Riyadh,

ing to the state-run Saudi
Ages

ncy.

Mr. Aoun's visit comes

aﬁex the Iran-backed Hez-
severe

x. o
mid-February but left five
inside Lebanon,
which Lebanese officials
have described as a viola-
ton of the ceasefire deal.

icy.

id Mr. Acun invited
the Saudi Arabian crown
prince to visit Lebanon. ad-
ding that he welcomed the

Amx




Language bridge: Chinese teacher Ma Shuaib, right, gives
a Mandarin lesson at a school in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. AFp

___ Mandarin’s entry

— into Saudi Arabian
schools highlights
growing China ties

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

With a map of China on the wall behind him, 14-
year-old Yasser al-Shaalan studied the names of
professions in a Chinese textbook, one of thou-
sands of Saudi Arabian children now learning the
language at school.

Mandarin’s entry into public schools is the lat-
est sign of growing ties between Saudi Arabia and
China, as the oil-rich kingdom pushes to diversify
its economy and strategic alliances.

In August, Saudi Arabia introduced China’s offi-
cial language as a compulsory second foreign lan-
guage after English in six of its 13 administrative
regions’ schools.

PR T K T i R N RN e v

Mandarin is one of the world’s most widely

sp.gkmla\llngu(iges, and the overwhelming majori-
ty of its speakers live in China.

After a visit to China in 2019, Saudi Arabian
crown prince and de facto ruler Mohammed bin
Salman announced a plan to introduce Chinese
throughout the education system.

Following China’s emergence as a major eco-
nomic power, Mandarin teaching has become in-
creasingly popular around the world, including in
Europe.

However, in 2022, Germany warned the Confu-
cius Institute language centres were being “used
by the Communist Party for political ends”.

Dozens have closed in the U.S., Sweden,
France, Australia, and Canada in recent years, fol-
lowing similar accusations.

In Saudi Arabia, no such fears have been ex-
pressed. Thousands of Chinese people work in
Saudi Arabia, particularly in Riyadh, where the
airport now displays trilingual signs in Arabic, En-
glish and Chinese.

Saudi Arabia is a long-standing partner of the
United States but has also strengthened its rela-
tions with China and Russia.

The largest economy in West Asia is the world’s
leading exporter of crude oil, with China taking
about a quarter of its shipments.

Former U.S. President Joe Biden once pledged
to make Saudi Arabia “a pariah” over the 2018
murder of dissident Saudi Arabian journalist Ja-
mal Khashoggi, before later changing course.

A geopolitical rival to the U.S., China has
worked to strengthen its influence in West Asia.

In 2023, it brokered a stunning rapprochement
between heavyweight rivals Saudi Arabia and Iran
after years of no ties between them.

“For Saudi Arabia, the relationship with China
has become one of the most important,” said Um-
er Karim, an expert on Saudi Arabian foreign pol-
icy at the University of Birmingham.

“The move to teach kids Chinese is again in line
with the changing global order dynamics where
China has emerged as the global economic power-
house,” Karim said.

—_




Payodhi Milk
Bank
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* AIIMS launched ’Payoﬂﬁhuman milk bank, to provide pasteurised donor human milk

for critically ill preterm babies in the NICU.
-~
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What is Payodhi? é p” bhes Co 1

—
Payodhi is a human milk bank and lactation management centre at AlIMS, New Delhi.
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It collects, processes, and stores pasteuri onor milk for premature and critically ill
newborns.

Launched at: AlIMS Neonatology Division, Depart of Pediatrics, after acquiring a
pasteuriser in September 2024. 6 AL
@




Aim of Payodhi:

To provide safe and nrocessed human milk to preterm
and critically ill NICU babies.

To support lactating mothers through counselling, milk
donation, and storage facilities.




 Significance of Payodhi:

e Lifesaving Nutrition: Ensures better survival, immunity, and brain
development for premature infants.

e Supports NICU Babies: Addresses cases where mothers cannot breastfeed
due to medical reasons.

* Prevents Milk Wastage: Utilises excess breast milk from donors to help
other newborns.

* Free-of-Cost Service: Ensures equitable healthcare access to critically ill
infants.
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e The Central Government has

granted Navratna status to@
and IRFC,)making them the 25th
and Navratna CPSEs in India.
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Maharatna and Navratna category
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Context: OiI)di is now the Maharatna CPSE in India. Additionally, the
governmentraised ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL) to a Navratna CPSE, making it the
14th Navratna among CPSEs.
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Criteria for Maharatna Status

Criteria for Navratna
Status

Criteria for Miniratna Status

1. Shall havw

1. Miniratna Category
- | or Schedule 'A’

CPSEs ——

2. Listed on the Indian stock
exchange with ibed
public shareholding

3. Average annual turnover >
R(ZS,O&Mst 3 years)

4. Average-annual net worth
> R€.15,000 crores flast 3

years)

5. Average annual net profit
after tax >R

(last 3 years)

6. Significant global
ional

presence/inter

operations =

: nt' or 'Ve
Good' rating in 3 of
last 5 years

it€ score of
60 or above in the
following 6
performance
indicators including
Net Profit to Net
Worth, Cost of
Services, Earning per
share, etc.

Miniratna Category-I status:

e Made profit inthe last 3 years
continuously

e Pre-tax profit is Rs.30 crores or
more in at least 1 of the 3 years

e Having Positive net worth status

-

Miniratna Category-Il status:

e Made profit for the last 3 years

7mntinuously

Having positive net worth status.
¢ Not defaulted in the repayment of
loans/interest payment on any

loans due to the Government.

¢ Not dependent upon budgetary
support or Government
guarantees.
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* Eligibility Criteria for Navratna Status:

* To qualify as a Navratna CPSE
* Be a Miniratna-1 CPSE

pDany must:

vith a positive net worth.

“Very Good” Mo

e Secure an “Excellent” ingin three of the last five

years.

e Score 60+ points on key financial indicators, including net profit, net worth,
and manpower cost.

* Have at least four independent directors on its board.



* Benefits of Navratna Status to Firms:

* Investment Autonomy: Can invest up to ¥1,000 crore or15% of net
Without government approval.

* Expansion and Diversification: Freedom to form joint ventures, subsidiaries,

anw globally.

* Increased Market Credibility: Attracts investors and strategic partnerships,

enhancing business growth.
&







tribunals and réeviewing the constitutional validity of the Tribunal
Reforms Act, 2021.

——

* It underscored the importance strengthening tribunals to
ensure efficient adjudication and maintain public confidence

()



 What is the Tribunals Reforms Act, 20217

* About:

» The Act was enacted to streamline the functioning of
tribunals by dissolving certain appellate tribunals and transferring
their functions to existing judicialbodies like the High Courts.

* |t was introduced in response to the Supreme Court's ruling in the
case of Madras Bar Association vs. Union of India (2021), which struck
down certain provisions of the Tribunal Reforms (Rationalisation and
Cconditions of Service) Ordinance, 2021.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/the-tribunals-reforms-rationalisation-and-conditions-of-service-ordinance-2021#:~:text=The%20Tribunals%20Reforms%20(Rationalisation%20and%20Conditions%20of%20Service)%20Ordinance%2C%202021

 Key Provisions: Abolition of Tribunal: The Act dissolves
multiple appellate tribunals and shifts their functions to High
Courts and other judicial bodies



EIGHT TRIBUNALS DISSOLVED VIABILL

Actunderwhich
Tribunalwasset um

Abolished tribunal

Wheredisputesare
heardafterabolition

inematograph¥ct. 195
e S

Film Certifi

=
\f\gpellate Tribunal s

_High Court
/\-\

The Trade Marks Act, 1990

Intellectual Proper‘g<

Appellate Baard

The Copyright Act. 1957 Intellectual Property Commercial Division of
Ap.pa/ll_a;}B‘% High Court
The CustomsAct 1962 "fﬂs{cfn?a Excisea High Court
< Service TaxAp (IS
The PatentsAct, 1970 Q Intellectual Property High Court
ellate Boar —

The Airports Authority of
India Act, 1994

Airports Appellate
Tribunal

-

B Central government (disposal
of properties onairport premises
left by unautharised occupants)

igh Court(appeals against
evictionorders)

Goods (Registrationand
Pratection)Act, 1999

Appellate Board

The Contrd of National Highw The National B Civil Court
(Land& Traffic) Act, 2002 Highways Tribunal
The Geographical Indications of Intellectual Property High Court




 Search-cum-Selection Committee: It has been established to
recommend the appointment of tribunal chairpersons and
members. For Central Tribunals:

« Chairperson: Chief Justice of India (CJI) or a Supreme Court judge
nominated by the CJ| (casting vote).

_=Two Secretaries nominated by the Central Government.

' Sitting/og@ng@hairperson of the tribunal, or a retired Supreme
Court judge, or a retired Chief Justice of a High Court.

« Non-voting myber;Secretary of the relevant Union Ministry



State Administrative Tribunals:

Chairperson: stice of the respective High Court (casting vote).

Chief Secretary of the State Government.

Chairman of the State Public Service Commission.

Sitting/outgoing Chairperson of the Tribunal or a retired High Court Judge.

» Tenure and Age Limits: Tenure for Chairperson and Members 4
years, with a minimum age of 50 years.

/



e What areTribunals?

* About: A tribunal is a quasi-judicial body that deals with the resolution of

disputes pertaining to awisl;ration, ta&tion,/enviwt, secw

* Functions: It performs various functions, including adjudicating disputes,
determining rights between parties, making administrative decisions, and
reviewing existing administrative rulings.

 Constitutional Provisions: Tribunals were introduced in the Indian
Constitution through the 42nd Amendment A_g% 1976, as they were not
part of the original Constitution.
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 Which country is set to sign a Memoran@ding (MoU)
with India on defense cooperation by the end o :
— e —

o T AT U 2025 & IHd dF AR & WY &M AT W THh
AT AT (MoU) TR §EATER Flal & faT daR 872

e A. France / BT
B. Belgium / afestas
C. Germany / STH=AT .
D. United Kingdom /3313?3 fparsH




 What is the key strategic goal of Belgium in strengthening defense ties
with India?

m%matmmaﬁmmﬁmmm
T 8T 4T 8§72

* A. To expand its influence in the Indo-Pacific / Sﬁ-aﬁﬁﬁ? H 94T
YHTd dGledT
B. To achieve "strategic autonomy" in defense / T&T H "TUTAIfa®
EATIAAT 9TCd hIoAT
C. To supply advanced missiles to India / ARd &I 3eold ﬁ'x‘ﬂ%ﬁ'
3Mqfd =T

D. To reduce dependence on NATO alliances / NATO ST G

AT FH FIAT




* Which Indian company has partnered with Belgium’s John
Cockerill Defenc '@ manufacture tank turrets?

s T ARAT AfeTTdq T Pihd ShH
ggo)a:maa:awa:ﬁmaf%%q@mww

-,(A Bharat Dynamics Ltd. (BDL) / iR SRR afAes
BDL)

B. Electrg Pneumatics & Hydraulics (EPH) /Sﬁ%’r Wﬁﬁﬂ'
US gIssieidd (EPH)

C. Hmdus(tan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) /%gl-_cl'l?l' RIATCFH
HAL)

D. Tata Advanced Systems / CICT vsares favery



* What is the name of India’s indigenous light tank program for which
tank turrets are being developed? T

+ IR & Taell o S FAFA &1 A1 F471 g, oras fav =
eéew AwfAa o o7 w87

* A. Arjun Mk-Il / 3TSTeT Mk-Ii
B. K-9 Vajra / #-9 qar
C. Zorawar / <
D. Bhishma T- 90/1‘3-1‘11' T-90




 What is the targeted Maternal Mortality R%’MMR) achieved by
India under the National Health Policy?

« TG FY Alfd & T8 9RT A F9 A1 I X (MMR)
a8 HT grod HAT 87
. %50 deaths per 1 lakh live births / 1 aT@ Siifad Sie=AT 9T 150
;3:';'%_20 deaths per 1 lakh live births / 1 oM@ Sifad S=AT 9T 120
C. 100 deaths per 1 lakh live births / 1 e Sifad S=AT 9T 100

At
D. 80 deaths per 1 lakh live births / 1 olT® SIfdd ST=AT 9T 80 #Hia




* Which new technological initiative has been launched under the
Bharat Health Inijtiative?

o« TR Ul & dgd Pl HI IS dhellhl Ugel YT HI TS
?

* A. BHISHM (Bharat Health Initiative for Sahyog, Hita, and Maitri)
B. PM-JAY Digital Health Mission
C. National e-Health Program (NeHP)
D. Ayushman Bharat 2.0



I

 What is the primary objective of ‘Payodhi’ launched by AlIMS?

* AlIMS ZaRT U T TR T HET 30T FT 872

* A. To provide nutrition to pregnant women /?Tah?ﬁ TI'%T»IT&IT Y
QIYOT YTl FIAT
B. To provide pasteurized donor human milk to critically ill preterm
babies / M T ¥ AR FHIAGE AT FI TRIZT fFaAT
g3 S AT AT AT §Y Yl Fledl ‘
C.To develop vaccines for newborns / adalTd ﬁl’%}?ﬁ & far &F

fasfaa w3
D. To promote breastfeeding awareness / TdeTdlel AR AT I

gorar &aT



* Which two companies were recently granted ‘Navratna’ status by the

Centht?

- g ganT g 8 7 [T g Fufadl ;) ‘T &1 g
feam aram?

* A. BHEL and ONGC
B. IRCTC and IRFC

C. NTPC and SAIL
D. HAL and BEL




* According to the Tribunal Reforms Act, 2021, who heads the search-cum-selection

e

committee for central tribunals? D

o FOTATIAHIOT AT, 2021 & FAUR, FET ~FAIMARION & fow
GS-Ue-aa+T AR &1 3regsr Fis axar £?

e A. Prime Minister of India / IRT & THTAHAT

B. Chief Justice of India (CJI) or a Supreme Court Judge nominated by CJI / IRd &

HET ~ATENT (C)I) AT 3T ST ATAT Th JHIA FIC Il
o Chairperson of the Tribunal / AT A&I0T & 3réaraT
D. Union Minister of Law and Justice /ETIFI?{ I = J7A&AY




 Under which ConWmendment were tribunals introduced in
India?

« IR A ~ATATIARIOT (Tribunals)ﬁﬂ' Hauifae gAY & dgd
qer fhT T 472

* A. 39th Amendment Act, 1975
B. 42nd Amendment Act, 1976
C. 44th Amendment Act, 1978
D. 52nd Amendment Act, 1985



o

CURRENT COMPLETE
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-2 Year Program

- 700+ Hours Classroom Content

- LIVE FROM CLASSROOM

- Bilingual
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- Classes by :
India’s Best Teachers 7 =
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START YOUR IDURNEY *& A
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Word of the day

Supine:
lying face upward; passive as a result of
indolence or indifference

Synonym: inactive

Usa g€ No other colony showed such supine,
selfish helplessness in allowing her own border
citizens to be mercilessly harried.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/supinepro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: ['s(jlu:pain/




Thank you
guys.
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