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Temple riot: PM urges Canada to uphold law

A pro-Khalistan protest at the Hindu Sabha Temple near Toronto escalated into violence; Modi also calls alleged acts of surveillance targeting Indian diplomats as ‘cowardly’;
Canadian politicians including Prime Minister Trudeau condemn the incident; Indo-Canadian MP Chandra Arya says, ‘Khalistanis have infiltrated law enforcement agencies’

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Monday strongly

condemned the violence at
the Hindu Sabha Temple at
Brampton near Toronto
and said such actions will
“never weaken India’s
resolve”.

Commenting on the on-
going diplomatic down-
turn between the two
sides, the Prime Minister
slammed the recent re-
ports of surveillance target-
ing Indian diplomats in Ca-
nada and described such
actions as “cowardly”. His
comments came hours af-
ter the Ministry of External
Affairs, against the back-
drop of anti-India protests
and violence around the
temple premises, said that
it remains “deeply con-
cerned” about the safety
and security of Indian na-

tionals in Canada.

“I strongly condemn the
deliberate attack on a Hin-
du temple in Canada.
Equally appalling are the
cowardly attempts to inti-
midate our diplomats.
Such acts of violence will
never weaken India’s re-
solve. We expect Canadian
government to ensure jus-
tice and uphold the rule of
law,” said Mr. Modi in a
message. The issue was al-
so taken up by the Con-
gress with senior leader Pa-
wan Khera urging the
Centre to “take it up very
strongly with the Canadian
authorities”.

The incident took place
on Sunday when a pro-
Khalistan crowd came to
the temple which was host-
ing a consular camp that
Indian diplomats had or-
ganised for the Canadian
and Indian life certificate
beneficiaries. For the sake
of the beneficiaries, the

Rt
disruptions’ on Sunday. PTI

High Commission in Otta-
wa and Indian missions
had planned similar consu-
lar camps at multiple loca-
tions. The protesters in the
pro-Khalistan crowd chant-
ed slogans against the In-

-l B

Diplomatic issue: Indians at a consular camp in Brampton, Ontario, which witnessed ‘violent

dian government and Mr.
Modi that soon spiralled in-
to a confrontation, with
the protesters resorting to
violence and entering the
temple premises.

“We condemn the acts

of violence perpetrated by
extremists and separatists
at the Hindu Sabha Temple
in Brampton, Ontario. We
call on the Government of
Canada to ensure that all
places of worship are pro-

tected from such attacks.
We also expect those in-
dulging in violence will be
prosecuted,” said Randhir
Jaiswal, Official spokesper-
son of the Ministry, on
Monday.

Earlier the High Com-
mission of India had stated
that in view of the height-
ened tension between the
two sides, the local police
had been informed “in ad-
vance to provide strong se-
curity measures for these
events, which constitute
routine consular work”.
Despite the disruption, the
Indian High Commission in
Canada said the camp in
Brampton was able to issue
more than 1,000 life certif-
icates to the Indian and Ca-
nadian applicants.

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau thanked the local
police department for res-
ponding to the situation
and said, “The acts of vio-
lence at the Hindu Sabha

Mandir in Brampton today
[Sunday] are unaccepta-
ble. Every Canadian has
the right to practice their
faith freely and safely.”
Indo-Canadian Member
of Parliament Chandra
Arya who has been critical
of pro-Khalistan elements
in Canada condemned the
incident, and said, “I begin
to feel that there is a small
grain of truth in the reports
that in addition to Cana-
dian political apparatus,
Khalistanis have effectively
infiltrated into our law en-
forcement agencies,” he
said. Mr. Arya called upon
Hindu-Canadians to “step
up and assert their rights
and hold politicians ac-
countable”. His remark
about infiltration of the law
enforcement agencies
hints at the allegations that
the Canadian Police had
not acted professionally
while dealing with the pro-
Khalistan protesters.



* Incident Overview | 9CHT PI faqzor:

* A pro-Khalistan protest at the Hindu Sabha Temple

near, Toronto escalated into \%[olence
CNCI Ob Ury YT IIIEQ Un {Qlllc'NdI-I
AP Uy feql H d¢d |

* The incident involved protesters chanting slogans
against the Indian government and entering

temple premises. N
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 Indian Government's Response | YR WHR
&1 ufafepar:

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi strongly
condemned the violence, describing it as an
attempt to intimidate diplomats. .

UYHAT g Hicl A 591 B o el i $iR
2 SR DI S D HIRIR I/ |

* Modi urged the Canadian government to ensure

justice and uphold the rule of law.
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* Canadian Response | PHIST &1 gfafeear:

* Canadian politicians, including Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, condemned the incident.

BTG & a3, T8 YT SRe TSt WM §, 7 39 g1 &1 {41 Bl

* Trudeau thanked the lgcal police for managin%the situation and ensyring safety.
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1. Security Concerns | JR&lT IEGILYE

1. The High Commission of India expressed concern over the safety of Indian nationals and
diplomats in Canada.

YRA & IR = HAST H HRATG ARTRSD| 3R JASHID] B! JRET DI AR (o
Sk |

2. Indo-Canadian MP Chandra Arya noted the infiltration of Khalistanis in law enforcement
aggncies.
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Israel notifies UN about severing ties with UNRWA

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

Israel formally notified the
United Nations of its deci-
sion to sever ties with the
agency supporting Palesti-
nian refugees, it said on
Monday, after lawmakers
voted to ban the organisa-
tion vital to the occupied
territories.

The ban, which sparked
global condemnation in-
cluding from key Israeli
backer the U.S., should
come into force in late Ja-
nuary, with the UN Securi-
ty Council warning it
would have severe conse-
quences for millions of
Palestinians.

Israel has accused a do-
zen employees of the agen-
cy, UNRWA, of participat-
ing in the October 7, 2023
attack by Hamas, the dea-
dliest in Israeli history.

UNRWA fired nine em-
ployees in the wake of the
attack that sparked the Ga-
za war following the
accusations.

“On the instruction of
Foreign Minister Israel
Katz, the Ministry of fo-
reign affairs notified the
UN of the cancellation of
the agreement between
the State of Israel and UNR-
WA,” the Foreign Ministry
said in a statement.

“UNRWA, the organisa-
tion whose employees par-
ticipated in the October 7
massacre and many of
whose employees are Ha-
mas operatives, is part of
the problem in the Gaza
Strip and not part of the so-
lution,” Mr. Katz was quot-
ed as saying.

Hamas’s October 7 at-
tack on Israel resulted in
the deaths of 1,206 people,
mostly civilians.

Israel’s retaliatory cam-
paign has killed 43,341 pe-
ople in Gaza, a majority of
them civilians, according
to figures from the Hamas-
run territory’s Health Mi-
nistry, which the United
Nations considers to be
reliable.

Jonathan Fowler, an

A Palestinian carries an aid box distributed by UNRWA in Deir
Al-Balah in central Gaza Strip on Monday. REUTERS

UNRWA spokesman, said
the ban would probably
cause the collapse of aid ef-
forts to Gaza.

‘UNRWA or nothing’
“If this law is implement-
ed, it would be likely to
cause the collapse of the
international humanitar-
ian operation in the Gaza
Strip — an operation of
which UNRWA is the back-
bone,"” Mr. Fowler said.

“It would also be likely

to cause the collapse of es-
sential services provided
by UNRWA in the West
Bank and East Jerusalem,
including education,
healthcare, and
sanitation.”

But Israel has dismissed
the argument on Gaza, say-
ing only a part of aid was
being delivered into the
territory by UNRWA.

“The State of Israel is
committed to international
law and will continue to fa-

cilitate the entrance of hu-
manitarian aid into the Ga-
za Strip in a manner that
does not harm the security
of the citizens of Israel,”
Mr. Katz said.

Residents of Nur Shams
camp in the occupied West
Bank were fearful for the
future after an Israeli raid
last week damaged the
UNRWA office there.

The 13,000 inhabitants
of the camp near the
northern city of Tulkarem
depend  heavily on
UNRWA.

“For us, it's UNRWA or
nothing,” Shafiq Ahmad
Jad, who runs a phone
shop in the camp, said.

“For the refugees... they
look to UNRWA as their
mother,” said Hanadi Jabr
Abu Taqga, an agency offi-
cial in charge of the north-
ern West Bank. “So ima-
gine if they lost their
mother.”

A series of probes, in-
cluding one led by former
French Foreign Minister

Catherine Colonna, found
.

some “neutrality related is-
sues” at UNRWA but
stressed that Israel had not
provided evidence for its
chief allegations. An inter-
nal probe found that nine
employees “may have
been involved in the armed
attacks of 7 October™.

UNRWA history

UNRWA was established in
1949 after the first Arab-Is-
raeli conflict following Is-
rael’s creation in 1948.

The agency, which be-
gan its operations on May
1, 1950, was tasked with as-
sisting some 7,50,000 Pal-
estinians who had fled or
been expelled from their
homes during the war.

Its mandate has since
been repeatedly extended
in the absence of a solution
for Palestinian refugees.

Since late September, Is-
rael has broadened the fo-
cus of its war to Lebanon,
where it stepped up a cam-
paign against Hamas ally
Hezbollah following nearly
a year of cross-border fire.
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China’s space station
crew returns to earth
after six months

Associated Press
BEIJING

Three Chinese astronauts returned to earth on
Monday after a six-month stay on the Tiangong
space station, part of China’s effort to be a global
leader in space exploration.

A parachute slowed their capsule’s nighttime
descent to a remote landing area in China’s Inner
Mongolia region. The crew emerged after touch-
ing down at 1.24 a.m.

In recent years, the country’s space pro-
gramme has brought back rocks from the moon
and landed a rover on Mars. It aims to put a per-
son on the moon by 2030, which would make Chi-
na the second nation after the U.S. to do so.

The space station astronauts returned after
welcoming a replacement three-person, one wo-
man and two men, crew last week for the latest
six-month mission.

A space agency official said in April that Tian-
gong had manoeuvred several times to avoid de-
bris and had partially lost power when the solar
wing’s power cables were hit by debris, according
to a report from the official Xinhua News Agency.

China is among the countries that have created
space debris, including the reported break-up of a
rocket stage in August during the launch of the
first 18 satellites for a global internet service simi-
lar to Starlink, the still-growing constellation of sa-
tellites operated by Elon Musk’s SpaceX.

Tiangong, which means Heavenly Palace, was
completed two years ago and orbits the earth.
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International Space Station
Largest modular space station in low Earth orbit also the largest human made structure in space

Mission life

It is expected to
operate till
2030.

0 Orbit

It orbits LEO of earth at an
average altitude of 400 km
and circles the globe every

90-93 minutes

< 3 2
f;%f Components

Station is divided into two
sections:

The Russian Orbital Segment
(ROS), operated by Russia.

The United States Orbital
Segment (USOS), run by the

Significance

It serves as a
microgravity and space
environment research
laboratory

More than 3,000
experiments have been
conducted aboard ISS.

s India’s mission

India plans to have own space
station by 2035 which would
weigh 20 tonnes.

Would orbit an altitude of 400 km
above earth, where astronauts
could stay for 15-20 days.

NASA and ISRO to launch a joint
mission to ISS in 2024.

United States and other
countries.

1 i/ Notable success

Medical discovery— Advancements
in osteoporosis treatments and
understanding muscle atrophy.

Dark matter— Alpha Magnetic
Spectrometer (AMS), which is
intended to detect dark matter

2 . size

Weighs almost
450 tonnes




Tianzhou

Uncrewed spacecraft \

arrived in May.
Transports cargo
and supplies.

©onature

Wentian

First experimental
module. Will host
scientific research and
serve as living quarters.

\

‘ & W

LU ELLE

Core module,
launched in April.
Houses astronauts
and some
experiments.

Shenzhou
Crewed vessel,
arrived in June.
Transports
astronauts.

f

Mengtian

Second experimental
module. Will host
scientific research.
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Pakistan’s polio eradication mission
struggles against militancy, mistrust
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Pakistan’s polio eradication mission
struggles against militancy, mistrust

Pakistan and Afghanistan are the only countries where the virus remains endemic; at least 45 cases have been registered so far this vear in Pakistan;

health workers risk their lives from militant attacks in parts of rural Pakistan; meanwhile, clerics’ false claims, CIA campaigns have fuelled mistrust

PESHAWAR

ilitant artacks and
Msuspicion stem-
ming from misin-

formation are hampering
Pakistan’s battle to eradi-
cate polio, but teams of
dedicated volunteer health
workers are determined to
fight on.

Pakistan and Afghanis-
tan are the only countries
where the debilitating vi-
rus remains endemic, the
disease mostly affecting
children under five and so-
metimes causing lifelong

ysis.

Cases in Pakistan are on
the rise, with 45 registered
so far this year, up from six
in 2023 and only one in
2021,

Polio can easily be pre-
vented by the oral adminis-
tration of a few drops of
vaccine, but in parts of ru-
ral Pakistan health workers
risk their lives to save
others.

Last week seven people
induding five children
were killed when a bomb
targeted police travelling
to guard vaccine workers,
Days earlier two police es-
corts were gunned down
by militants.

“When we hear that a
polio vaccination team has
been attacked, it deeply
saddens us," said health
worker Zainab Sultan, 28,
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Risky outreach: A policernan standing guard as a health worker administers polio drops to a child
during a door-to-door poliovirus vaccination campaign on the outskirts of Peshawar. asp

as she went door to door in
Panam Dehri in northwest
Pakistan

“Our responsibility now
is to continue our work.
Our job is to protect people
from disability, to vacci-
nate children, and o make
them healthy members of
society.”

False claims

In the past firebrand cler-

ics falsely daimed the vac-

cine contained pork or al-

cohol, forbidding it for

consumption by Muslims,
A fake vacdnation cam-

paign organised by the U.S,
Central Intelligence Agen-
cy (CIA) in Pakistan in 2011
to track Osama bin Laden
compounded the mistrust.

More recently, militant
groups have shifted to tar-
geting armed police es-
corts in their campaigns of
violence against the state.

Pakistan has witnessed
a dramatic uptick in at-
tacks since the return of
the Taliban in neighbour-
ing Afghanistan in 2021,
with Islamabad claiming
hostile groups are now op-
erating from there.

“In our area, nearly half
of the parents were initially
resistant to the polio vac-
cine, believing it to be a
ploy by the West,” said lo-
cal resident Ehsanullah,
who goes by one name,

“There was a lack of
awareness,” he said. “If
this disease is spreading
because of our reluctance,
we are not just harming
ourselves but the entire
community.”

Rumours debunked
From previously being
blamed for the mistrust of

polio vaccines, some reli-
gious leaders ~ who wield
immense authority in Pa-
kistan — are now at the fo-
refront of the campaign to
convince parents.

“All  major religious
schools and scholars in Pa-
kistan have debunked the
rumours surrounding the
polio vaccine,” said Imam
Tayyab Qureshi.

“Those who attack polio
vaccination teams have no
connection to Islam or hu-
manity,” he said in the pro-
vincial capital of Peshawar,
where Panam Dehri lies on
the outskirts.

For one parent in Pa-
nam Dehri, the endorse-
ment by religious chiefs
proved pivotal.

“Initially I did not vacci-
nate my children against
polio. Despite everyone’s
efforts, I refused,” said Zul-
figar, who uses one name,

“Later, the Imam of our
mosque came to explain
the importance of the po-
lio vaccine, telling me that
he personally vaccinated
his own children and en-
couraged me to do the
same,” he said. “After that,
Lagreed.”

Another impediment
can be that parents in im-
poverished areas use the
government's eagerness to
vaccines as a bargaining
chip, attempting to nego-
tiate investment in water
and road projects,

“There are demand-
based boycotts and com-
munity boycotts that we
face," lamented Ayesha Ra-
za, spokeswoman for the
government polio eradica-
tion campaign.

“Your demands may be
very justified, but don't
link it to your children’s
health,” she pleads to
them.

Personal battle

For some health workers,
the battle to eradicate po-
lio is more personal.

Hobbling door-to-door
in Panam Dehri, polio sur-
vivor Ismail Shah's para-
lysed leg does not slow his
mission.

“1 decided in my child-
hood that when I grew up |
would fight against the dis-
ease that disabled me,”
said the 35-year-old.

Mr. Shah is among
4,00,000 volunteers and
health workers who spent
the past week patiently ex-
plaining to families that the
oral inoculation — adminis-
tered in two doses - is safe.

Their goal is to protect
45 million children, but it's
far from straightforward.
When Mr. Shah arrived in
his patch of 40,000 inhab-
itants there were more
than 1,000 refusals.

“Now, there are only 94
reluctant parents left, and
soon I will persuade them
as well,” he said.



* Current Situation | ada= fRufa:

. Paklstan and Afghanlstan are the only cqountries where polio remains endemic.
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* In 2023, Pakistan reported 45 cases

|gn|f|cant rise from only one case in 2021.
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* Challenges Faced | HTH-T &1 S areft ﬂﬁﬁl’q}f

* Militancy_and misinformation are major barriers.
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* Health workers are frequently targeted by militants; several harve been killed.
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e Suspicion fueled by past incidents like CIA's vaccination campaign used to track Osama
bin Laden.

3T 9T e B ¢dh B & I TIMIT o SIBIHRUT AT SRt gereff o

Tdeg del g




* Community Response | m%uﬁrm

e Clerics and relisious leaders have come forward to debunk\vaccine myths.
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* Despite efforts, some parents remain resistant to vaccinating tbeir children. < A
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* Health Workers’ Efforts | WS THY! & YI:

* Teams continue their work amidst threats, aiming to vaccinate 45 m|II|on chlldren
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* Personal stories, like that of Ismail Shah, highlight the dedication of health workers,
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1. Conclusion | frep:

1. The mission faces a long battle against deeply ingrained mistrust and external
threats.
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What is polio

= Poliomyelitis (polio) is a highly
infectious viral disease, mainly
affecting children

= According to WHO, the virus is
transmitted from person-to-per-
son, mainly through the fae-
cal-oral route

STRAINS

= There are three types of polio
virus strains — P1, P2 and P3

OPV: At 6 weeks,
.............................................................. 10 weeks and 14 weeks

.............................................................. IW: At 6 w&ks and
= India attained a polio free status

In 2014 after successfully eliminat-

ing the wild P1 and P3 strains OPV booster: Between

16 and 24 months




What is polio disease?

® Polio (also called Poliomyelitis) is a highly infectious
disease caused by a virus

® The virus invades the nervous system and can cause

permanent paralysis P

® Polio is spread through person-to-person contact and can
spread rapidly through a community

® Most infected people (90%) have no symptoms or
very mild symptoms

® However, one in 200 infections leads to permanent
paralysis (can’t move parts of the body) and even death

0‘)

¢ (J'i“%, World Health

W%~ Organization
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Race to the bottom

| CHINA'S STIMULUS PLAN, US ELECTION PULL
DOWN STOCK MARKETS TO 4-MONTH LOW

942 points
(1.18%)

SENSEX

Nov 1,
2024 (close)

79,724

_ / . f Nov 4,

2024 (close)

78,782

Top Sensex

VIVEK KUMAR M losers (% loss)

Mumbai, November 4 Rupee vs dollar
84.06 (Inverted scale)
BENCHMARK INDICES HIT their lowest
levels in over four months in intra-day
trade on Monday,as concerns overthe out-
come of the US presidential election and
fresh stimulus measures by China kept
global investorsjittery.
Theuncertaintyoverthese global events
added to the underlying concerns of high
valuations and slowing earnings growth,
and triggered a 2% fall in the Sensex and
Nifty to 78,232.60 pointsand 23,816.15 2024 (close) 2024 (close)
points,respectively. However, the key indices
managed toregain some lost ground.While 2“'3 04 23 1995
the Sensex ended the day 1.2% lower at

A A - AN~

Oct 28, 2024
84.08

-3.23 Adani Ports
SRR oo Finsery

-2.77 BEUELCALES
-2.68 NLENE




Reliance Jio set for
2025 IPO, retail

debut much later

Could be India’s biggest
ever, overtaking Hyundai

ADITYA KALRA & KANEWU
New Delhi/Hong Kong, November &

RELIANCE INDUSTRIES IS looking ata 2025
listing for Jio, valued by analysts at over $100
billion, and plans to launch retail unit’s IPO
much later,two people familiarwith the matter
told Reuters.Chairman Mukesh Ambani hasn’t
updated his IPO timelines after saying in 2019
that Reliance Jio and Reliance Retail would
“move towards”a listing within five years,

In recent years, Ambani raised $25 billion
collectively for digital, telecom and retail busi-
nesses from the likes of KKR, General Atlantic
and Abu Dhabi Invest-
ment Authority, valu-
ing both ventures at
above $100 billion.

The two sources
said Reliance has now
firmed up plans to
launch the Reliance Jio
IPO in 2025 as it internally believes it has
achieved a stable business and revenue stream
inbecoming the country’s No. 1 telecom player
with 479 million subscribers,

But the retail business 1PO is not expected
until after 2025 as the company first needs to
address someinternal businessand operational
challenges, said the first source.

Reliance Industries did not respond to a
request for comment.

Reliance is set to lock horns with Elon
Musk if Starlink service is launched in India,
and Jio, which is also backed by Google and
Meta, has collaborated with Nvidia todevelop
Alinfrastructure.

The sources said there was no internal deci-

L
SIGNALBOOSTER
m Jio valuation mJefferies
pegged at over estimates Jio IPO
valuation at

$100
billion

by analysts

$112
billion

Reliance sees telecom business
as stable and IPO-ready

mButseesneed | mRILdoesn'twant
to fix operational = to hit markets with
issues in retail two big IPOs around
segment the same time

sion yet on a valuation of Reliance Jio and
bankers haven't yet been appointed, but Jef-
feries in July pegged the company's estimated
IPO valuation at $112 billion. Reliance, how-
ever,aims for Jio IPO to be the country’s biggest
ever, overtaking Hyundai India’s record §3.3-
billion IPO this year, said the first source.

Both the sources,who declined to be named
asthediscussions are private, said the IPO time-
lines can still change.

Continuved on Page 7
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India retains solar alliance presidency

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, November 4

INDIAHAS BEEN re-elected as
president of the Indian Solar
Alliance (ISA) from 2024 to
2026 atthe 7th general assem-
bly of the alliance held here on
Monday. France has been re-
elected as vice-president.
Theannualassemblyofthe
ISA witnessed the launch of
demonstration projects. At the
assembly, which was attended

by ministers from 29 coun-
tries, minister for new and
renewable energy Pralhad
Joshi said that ISA has been at
the forefront of mobilising
resources and facilitating the
deployment of solar projects
worldwide, particularlyinleast
developed countries and small
island developing states.

“ISA has successfully com-
pleted 21 out of 27 demon-
stration projects, showcasing
our collective ability to make

significant strides in solar
energy deployment and sup-
port sustainable development
across the globe,” Joshi said.
He said the ISA is pushing
the global solaragendainabig
way through a series of initia-
tives. Record-breaking invest-
mentsare not onlyaddingnew
solar capacity but also driving
down the solar energy cost
worldwide.Global solar invest-
ments have grown from $§144
billion in 2018 to $393 billion

in 2023 and are expected to
reach $500 billion by the end
of 2024, he added.

Similarly, the global solar
facility has unlocked commer-
cial capital for solar projects in
underserved regions,especially
Africa. ISA member countries
selected Ashish Khanna as the
next director general. He will
assume office in March 2025,
when the tenure of the incum-
bent director general, Ajay
Mathur,comes toan end.



Abbreviation
Formation
Founded at
Purpose

Headquarters

Region
served

Fields
Membership

Official
language

Director
General

Website

ISA
30 November 2015
Paris, France

Bring together a group of
nations to endorse clean
energy, sustainable
environment, public transport
and climate

National Institute of Solar
Energy, Gurugram, Haryana,
India

All members of UN

Renewable energy

120+ members of UN, incl.
the United States, Japan,
France, Brazil, Argentina,
Chile, Algeria and Australia
etc.

French, English
Ajay Mathur

International Solar Alliance
New website of International
Solar Alliance 2 available in

UNO's six languages.
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Nabhmitra Application

I o iy T



Recently, the Nabhmitra
application helped fishermen
in the sea during cyclone Dana

using the Vessel
Communication and Support
System.

)

Nabhmitra allows real-time
tracking of vessel positions,
course and speeds, helping
fishermen return safely to

shore during adverse weather

conditions like cyclones.

)




* |tis an initiative of the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry,
and Dairying featuring indigenous transponder technology.

* |t enables two-way communication which was not possible before
induction of this technology beyond mobile coverage range.

I o iy T



It was developed by Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and is
being implemented through NewSpace India Ltd (NSIL), commercial

arm of ISRO.

Traditionally, authorities relied on Very High Frequency Radio Waves
and phone calls to contact vessels but locating fishing boats in distant
waters was difficult due to absence of mobile networks.




India's First Biomanufacturing
Institute

I o iy T



* Recently, India's first Biomanufacturing Institute, the "BRIC-National Agri-
Food Bio-Manufacturing Institute" (BRIC-NABI), was inaugurated in
Mohali.

* About BRIC-NABI: It is formed by merging National Agri-Food
Biotechnology Institute (NABI) and the Center of Innovative and Applied
Bioprocessing (CIAB), combining expertise in biotechnology and
bioprocessing to scale up agri-tech innovations.

I o iy T



* |t aims to boost India’s agri-food sector
through advanced biotechnology, enhancing
agricultural R&D for high-yield crops, disease-
resistant crops, biofertilizers, and
biopesticides to support sustainable practices.
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Hwasong-19



* North Korea recently
conducted a test launch of its
intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM), the Hwasong-19,
which it claims to be “the
world’s strongest strategic
missile.”




« About Hwasonqg-19:

 Nation: North Korea

* Purpose: Long-range intercontinental ballistic missile,
aimed at deterring external threats and asserting
North Korea’s military capabilities.

« Key features:

» Fuel type: Uses solid fuel, enhancing mobility
and readiness by eliminating the need for on-site
fueling.

« Size: Estimated to be over 28 meters long,
significantly larger than similar ICBMs from other
nations.

« Detection risk: Large size and transport vehicles
make it easier to detect, raising concerns about
its survival in actual combat




arable Missiles from Other Nations:

e United States: Minuteman lll

e Solid-fueled ICBM, designed for long-range precision
nuclear strike capabilities.

w

e Solid-fueled, highly mobile and with multiple
independently targetable reentry vehicles (MIRVs) for
enhanced strike potential.

China: DF-41

e Solid-fueled ICBM, capable of reaching targets over
12,000 km away, with MIRV capability.




Namo Drone
Didi




 The Government of India has
launched the “Namo Drone Didi”
scheme to empower women Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) under the
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana —
National Rural Livelihood Mission
(DAY-NRLM).







* Origin: Launched by the Government of
India under the DAY-NRLM Initiative.

« Aim: To provide women SHGs with
drones for agriculture-related services,
empowering them with new income
sources while enhancing farming
efficiency.

« Ministry: Administered by the
Department of Agriculture & Farmers’
Welfare, Ministry of Agriculture, in '
partnership with the Ministry of Rural
Development ,

o







« Annapurna Base Camp (ABC),
located at the base of
Annapurna-I, has witnessed a
record-breaking influx of
tourists following this year’s
Dashain festival.
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« About Mount Annapurna:

e Location: Situated in the Annapurna Range
of Gandaki Province, north-central Nepal.

 Elevation: Stands as the world’s tenth-
highest peak, reaching 8,091 meters above
sea level.

« Conservation: Encompassed within the
Annapurna Conservation Area, covering
7,629 square kilometers.

* Nickname: Often called the “Killer
Mountain” due to its high fatality rate among
climbers attempting to summit. /

o




Word of the day

Detract:

take away a part from; diminish

Usa g€. His bad manners detract from his

good character.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/detractpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jdrtizekt/
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