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Visit to India:

● President Muizzu landed in New Delhi for a four-day state visit 

and is expected to meet with Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi. His main objective is to seek support for the Maldives’ 

economic challenges.



Economic Challenges:

● The Maldives is facing an external debt repayment crisis, with a $500 

million sukuk (Islamic bond) payment due shortly, part of a $1.5 

billion repayment due over the next two years.

● The Maldives' debt to GDP ratio stands at around 110%, and falling 

foreign exchange reserves (around $340 million) and downgraded 

ratings by Moody's and Fitch have worsened the situation.



Expectations from India:

● President Muizzu is expected to request a currency swap 

arrangement and debt support from India to ease the economic 

burden.

● He hopes for a deal similar to the one the Maldives has with China, 

which deferred loan payments.



Diplomatic Tensions:

● Muizzu’s visit marks a significant diplomatic turn, following tensions 

between the Maldives and India over military personnel and anti-India 

rhetoric.

● The visit is expected to help reset relations between the two 

countries, strengthening bilateral cooperation in areas like 

infrastructure and trade.





● Early Diplomatic Ties (1965-1978): The Maldives gained independence 

from the British in 1965, and established diplomatic relations with 

India.

○ India was one of the first countries to recognize the Maldives as an 

independent nation.

● Strategic Partnership (1978-1988): The signing of the Maritime 

Boundary Agreement in 1979 helped define the maritime boundaries 

between the two countries.



● Political Turbulence (1988-2008): The relationship faced challenges in 

1988 when a coup attempt in the Maldives led to the intervention of 

Indian forces in Operation Cactus.

○ India’s military intervention was aimed at thwarting the coup and 

preserving the Maldives’ political stability.

○ This event temporarily strained diplomatic relations but was later 

resolved.



● Period of Strain (2013-2018): The relationship faced challenges during 

the presidency of Abdulla Yameen, with concerns over issues such 

as democratic backsliding, human rights, and a perceived tilt towards 

China.

○ The Maldives’ growing engagement with China, including 

infrastructure projects under the Belt and Road Initiative, raised 

strategic concerns for India.



● Renewed Engagement (2018 Onward): The election of Ibrahim 

Mohamed Solih as the President of the Maldives in 2018 marked a 

shift in bilateral relations. There was a renewed emphasis on 

strengthening ties with India.

○ The two countries reaffirmed their commitment to democratic 

values, and India extended financial assistance for various 

developmental projects.





● Essential Commodities: India supplies Maldives with its everyday 

essentials: rice, spices, fruits, vegetables, poultry, medicines and life-

saving drugs.

● Education: Every year, Maldivian students come to Indian higher 

educational institutions.

● Economic dependence: Of the Rs 50 crore total trade between India 

and Maldives in 2022, Rs 49 crore was India’s exports to Maldives. 

India emerged as Maldives’ second largest trade partner in 2022.







IAF Procurement Plan:

● The IAF plans to procure 12 AEW&C aircraft to address a critical shortage. 

The plan includes two separate programs.

First Program - Follow-on Order:

● Six AEW&C systems will be mounted on Embraer aircraft, following the 

design of the existing Netra systems. These will be designated as Mk1A 

with minor modifications to improve the current systems.





Second Program - Airbus-based Systems:

● Six AEW&C systems, being developed by DRDO, will be mounted on 

Airbus A-321 aircraft. The process of modification and procurement has 

been delayed due to the complex nature and costs involved.

● These Airbus-based AEW&C systems will provide 300-degree coverage, 

enhancing air surveillance capabilities.



Existing Capabilities:

● The IAF currently operates three Israeli Phalcon Airborne Warning and 

Control Systems (AWACS) with 360-degree coverage and three Netra 

AEW&C systems with 240-degree coverage.

Strategic Importance:

● The need for additional AEW&C systems was underscored during aerial 

engagements with Pakistan in 2019 after the Balakot airstrikes, highlighting 

the importance of these force multipliers for air defense and surveillance.







Restoration of Earlier Recruitment Policy:

● The Union government has reinstated the policy of recruiting railway 

officers through the Civil Services Examination (CSE) and the Engineering 

Services Examination (ESE), both conducted by the Union Public Service 

Commission (UPSC).

● This decision ends a four-year experiment with appointing officers solely 

through the Indian Railway Management Service (IRMS).



Previous Recruitment via IRMS:

● The Indian Railways had previously opted to recruit officers solely through 

the IRMS, limiting recruitment to 150 officers per year.

● The IRMS recruited officers for various technical departments such as 

Traffic, Civil, Mechanical, Electrical, and others, but the Railways found it 

difficult to find suitable candidates for technical positions.



Reintroduction of ESE and CSE:

● The decision to revert back to ESE and CSE recruitment is expected to 

help the Railways find suitable manpower for both technical and non-

technical positions.

● The Ministry of Telecommunications has also revised the ESE-2025 rules 

and requested that the Ministry of Railways consider including engineers 

through the ESE to meet the demands of technical departments.



Historical Context:

● The move to unify Group-A services under the IRMS was part of major 

reforms recommended by several committees, such as the Prakash 

Tandon Committee (1994) and the Bibek Debroy Committee (2015), aimed 

at streamlining railway operations and management







Japan recently landed a spacecraft called SLIM (Smart Lander for 

Investigating Moon) on the lunar surface, becoming the 5th country after the 

Soviet Union, the US, China and India to achieve a soft landing on the moon.



Future Moon Missions

● ISRO (India): LUPEX with JAXA, Chandrayaan-4

● NASA (USA): Lunar Trailblazer Mission, Viper Rover, Artemis 2-6 

(Manned mission).

● ROSCOSMOS (Russia): LUNA 26-28, ORYOL

● CNSA (China): Chang'e 6-8

● JAXA (Japan): Destiny+



Fifth Lunar Mission:

● The National Space Commission has approved India’s fifth lunar mission, 

Lupex, which aims to explore the Moon’s polar regions for water and other 

resources.

● The mission will be a collaboration between India and Japan, marking the 

first joint lunar mission between the two countries.



India-Japan Collaboration:

● The mission is part of India's lunar exploration strategy, which envisions 

building capabilities for future manned Moon missions.

● Japan’s space agency, JAXA, is responsible for developing the rover, and 

the Japanese government has allocated funding for the mission and 

identified a launcher for it.



Technical Challenges:

● Previous work on the Lupex mission was delayed due to the failure to 

demonstrate a soft landing in India's Chandrayaan-2 mission.

● The current Lupex mission has undergone technical re-engineering to 

ensure that it aligns with India’s long-term lunar exploration goals, 

especially for potential human landings on the Moon.



Future Missions:

● ISRO Chairman S. Somanath emphasized the importance of building up 

capabilities through a series of Chandrayaan missions, ultimately aiming to 

send humans to the Moon.

● The mission will undergo further cabinet approvals before proceeding to 

the next phase.



Shyamji Krishna Varma



● Prime Minister Modi paid homage to revolutionary freedom fighter Shyamji Krishna 

Varma on his 95th birth anniversary.

About

● Shyamji Krishna Varma was born on 4 October, 1857 in Gujarat.

● He was an Indian revolutionary fighter, lawyer and journalist.

● To promote the cause of Indian nationalism and freedom, in London he founded the;

○ Indian Home Rule Society

○ The India House and

○ The Indian Sociologist (a journal for advocating nationalist ideas).



● Shyamji Krishna Varma was the first President of Bombay 

Arya Samaj and was deeply influenced by Dayanand 

Saraswati.

● He played a role in inspiring Indian revolutionaries like 

Veer Savarkar, who was also associated with India House 

in London.

● He also served as the Divan (Prime Minister) for several 

princely states in India.



India’s BRAP 2024 and Its Integration with the 

World Bank’s B-READY Index



● India is aligning its state business readiness rankings with the World 

Bank’s B-READY index as part of the government’s efforts to improve the 

country’s ease of doing business.

About

● Alignment with B-READY Index: The BRAP rankings prepared by the 

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade will integrate 

select indicators from the World Bank’s B-READY index in their 2024 

version.



Rationale Behind B-READY Index

● The B-READY index is intended to replace the previously used Ease 

of Doing Business rankings, which were halted in 2021 due to 

reported irregularities. This new framework aims to consider a 

broader array of factors when assessing a country’s business 

environment.

● Global financial institutions and multinational corporations are 

expected to use the B-READY framework to gauge regulatory and 

policy conditions within nations.

● The B-READY index will provide an important tool for countries to 

understand and improve their business regulatory environments, 

helping attract investments and foster economic growth.
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