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SC upholds U.P. Madrasa Act; State has regulatory powers

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday partially upheld
the constitutional validity
of the Uttar Pradesh Ma-
drasa Education Board Act
of 2004 while confirming
that the State can regulate
madrasa education to en-
sure standards of excel-
lence.

Though holding that the
law secured the interests of
the Muslim minority com-
munity in Uttar Pradesh, a
three-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice D.Y. Chan-
drachud declared the pro-
visions of the 2004 Act per-
taining to higher education
at the levels of Kamil (un-
dergraduate studies) and
Fazil (postgraduate stu-

T ¥ |

dies) were in direct conflict
with the provisions of the
University Grants Commis-
sion Act, and thus,
unconstitutional.

The Uttar Pradesh law
had wandered into the
Centre’s exclusive domain
under Entry 66 of the Un-
ion List in the Seventh
Schedule of the Constitu-
tion. Entry 66 conferred
the Union the authority to
make laws to determine
and regulate the standards
of higher education.

The judgment, authored
by the Chief Justice, said
the 2004 Act, except at the
Kamil and Fazil levels, was
“consistent with the posi-
tive obligation of the State
to ensure that students stu-
dying in recognised madra-
sas attain a minimum level

.

REES

I

Maulana Khalid Rasheed Firangi Mahali, Imam of Eidgah, celebrates
the Supreme Court verdict with madrasa students in Lucknow. PTI

of competency that allows
them to effectively partici-
pate in society and earn a
living”.

He observed that the
Act, which allowed the
Board to prescribe the cur-
riculum, qualification of
teachers and standards of
infrastructure, did not di-
rectly interfere with the

day-to-day administration
of recognised madrasas.

‘State interest’

The court, while noting
that minorities had a right
under Article 30 of the
Constitution to establish
and administer madrasas
to impart religious or secu-
lar education, said the

right was “not absolute”.

“The State has an inter-
est in maintaining the stan-
dards of education in mi-
nority institutions and may
impose regulational condi-
tions for grant of aid and
recognition. The Constitu-
tional scheme allows the
State to strike a balance
between ensuring the stan-
dard of excellence and pre-
serving the right of the mi-
norities to establish and
administer its educational
institutions.”

The unanimous judg-
ment, with Justices J.B. Par-
diwala and Manoj Misra on
the Bench, said that ‘edu-
cation’ in Entry 25 of the
Concurrent List must be gi-
ven a wide meaning.
Though recognised madra-
sas imparted religious in-

|

struction, their primary
aim was education, bring-
ing them within the ambit
of Entry 25.

Chief Justice explained
that Article 21A must be
read consistently with the
rights of religious and lin-
guistic minorities to esta-
blish and administer edu-
cational institutions of
their choice. The Madrasa
Board under the Act, with
the approval of the State
government, was free to
enact regulations “to en-
sure that religious minority
institutions impart secular
education of a requisite
standard without destroy-
ing the minority
character”.

QUESTION OF LAW VALIDITY
» PAGE 4



* Background | t{gqﬁr

* The Supreme Court upheld parts of the Uttar Pradesh Madrasa Education Board Act of
2004, allowing the state to regulate madrasas to ensure educational standards.
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* Key Ruling | 'ﬂ'@?ﬁl’ufq

* The court ruled that the state can regulate standards but confirmed the rights of
minorities to manage religious institutions.
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* Scope and Limits | qIARI 3R W

* The act was declared partially valid, except for sections on higher education, which
infringed on the Union’s jurisdiction
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* Educational Standards | mm

* The judgment emphasized that the state could enforce conditions for recognition and
funding, ensuring minimum standards in madrasas.
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 State's Interest and Minority Rights | XTod I %ﬁ 3R I D] & AfRUBPR:

* The act aligns with the state's responsibility to ensure that madrasa students receive
an education that enables societal participation.
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@J Article 29 @J

Protection of Interests of Minorities
(1) Any section of the citizens residing
in the territory of India... having a
distinct language, script or culture of its
own shall have the right to conserve
the same.

Article 30

Right Of Minorities To Establish And
Administer Educational Institutions.

(1) All minorities, whether based on
religion or language, shall have the
right to establish and administer
educational institutions of their choice.



State has no right to

acquire every private
property, asserts SC

NEW DELHI

A nine-judge Constitution
Bench of the Supreme
Court, In a majority judg-
ment, held on Tuesday
that not every resource
owned by private players
can be considered a “mate
rial resource of the com-
munity” to be used by the
government to serve the
“common good”,

The decision dismissed
such a power of acquisition
by the state while noting
that it reminded of a partic-
ular “rigid economic dog-
ma” of the past. The court
noted that the Indian eco-
nomy has already transi-
tioned from dominance of
public investment to co-ex-
istence of public and priv-
ate investments.

The majority opinion
authored by Chief Justice
DY, Chandrachud said the
interpretation that every
private property could be
used by the state as mate-
rial resource to “subserve
the common good” postu-
lated a “rigid economic
theory which advocates
greater state control of
private resources”.

The interpretation was
introduced by Justice V.R.
Krishna lyer in his dissent-
ing opinion in Ranganath
Reddy versus State of Kar-
nataka in 1977,

Justice lyer’s opinion
was relied on by subse-
quent Constitution Bench-
&5 In Sanjeev Coke Manu-
facturing and Mafadal
Industries judgments in
1982 and 1997, respective-
Iy; hence, necessitating a
reference 10 the nine-judge
Bench

Rejecting the view of
Justice Iyer as one present-

2 judges refer to
CJI's remarks on
V.R. Krishna Iyer

NEW DELII

Two SC judges quoted a
“harsh” observation made by
Chief Justice DY. Chandrachud
about Justice V.R, Krishna bee
n a “proposed judgment”,
which said “the Xrishna lyer
doctrine does a disservice to
the broad and flexible spirit of
the Constitution”. » PAGE 4

ing a “particular ideology™,
the majority opinion
penned by Chief Justice
Chandrachud said India
has moved on from social-
ism to liberalisation to mar-
ket-based reforms.

“India’s economic tra-

tinely rejected the idea of
one economic dogma be-
ing the exclusive reposito-
ry of truth. As participants
of a vibrant multi-party de-
mocracy, the people have
voted 10 power govern-
ments with varous eco-
nomic and social policies
based on the country's
ewolving  developments,
strategies and challenges,”
Chief Justice Chandrachud
observed in the judgment.

Constitutional vision
The court said the vision of
the Constitution framers to
establish an economic de-
mocracy and trust the wis-
dom of the elected govern-
ments has been the
“backbone of the high
growth rate of India’s eco-
nomy, making it one of the
fastest growing economies
in the world".



* Supreme Court Ruling | '\ﬁTﬂ'q PIc BT BUdl:

* A nine-judge bench ruled that the state does not have the right to acquire every
private property as a "material resource" for the community.
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« Economic Doctrine | 3ITfd® Rigid:

* The court criticized the notion of using private property for the "common good" as part
of a rigid economic ideology.
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* Transition in Indian Economy | HRAH SrdoaaxyT | dqdid:

* India has shifted from socialism to market-based reforms, balancing public and private
investments.
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* Justice V.R. Krishna lyer's Doctrine | ey 91.3MR. DU YR DI Rrgia:

* The majority opinion rejected Justice lyer's past interpretation favoring state control
over private resources.
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 Constitutional Vision | ﬂ%‘iﬂ&ﬁ? E@:

* The judgment emphasizes that India’s Constitution supports economic democracy and
the trust in elected governments for economic progress.
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The formation of toxic foam in the Yamuna River, especially during the Chhath Puja

festival, is a recurring environmental concern. This foam results from several
factors:

Industrial Effluents: Industries discharge untreated or inadequately treated
wastewater containing high concentrations of phosphates and surfactants into the
river. These chemicals promote foam formation when agitated.

Domestic Sewage: A significant portion of Delhi's sewage, often untreated, flows
directly into the Yamuna. Detergents and household chemicals in this sewage
contribute to the foaming.

Low Water Flow: During certain periods, reduced water flow in the Yamuna
decreases its natural dilution capacity, leading to higher concentrations of
pollutants and increased foam formation.



https://www.firstpost.com/explainers/explained-why-yamuna-froths-with-toxic-foam-year-after-year-11524681.html
https://www.firstpost.com/explainers/explained-why-yamuna-froths-with-toxic-foam-year-after-year-11524681.html
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Azerbal_]an says ‘God-given’ oil and gas will help it go green
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Azerbaijan says ‘God-giveny’ oil and gas will help it go green

Agence France-Presse
BAKU

Flames soar into the air
from a sandstone outcrop
on a hillside on the Abshe-
ron peninsula near Baku,
the capital of Azerbaijan,
as it prepares to host the
COP29 climate conference
next week.

The *“burning moun-
tain”-Yanardag in Azerbai-
jani-is fed by under-
ground gas rising to the
surface and igniting upon
contact with oxygen.

The abundance of natu-
rally occurring fires from
the energy-rich nation’s
huge gas deposits has
earned it the nickname
“The Land of Fire”.

Azerbaijan’s vast oil and
gas resources “have
shaped the history, cul-
ture, politics and the eco-

~as s

nomy" of the Caspian na-
tion, said energy expert
Kamalya Mustafayeva.

Its oil deposits—seven
billion barrels of proven re-
serves—were discovered in
the mid-19th century, mak-
ing what was then part of
the Russian Empire one of
the first places in the world
to start commercial oil
production.

“The world’s first indus-
trial onshore oil well was
drilled in Azerbaijan, and
also the first offshore one,”
Ashraf Shikhalivev, the di-
rector of the energy minis-
try's international cooper-
ation department, said.

‘Born of an oil boom’

Since gaining indepen-
dence from the Soviet Un-
ion in 1991, Azerbaijan has
produced 105 billion
tonnes of oil and is set to

Running out: Azerbaijan’s fossil fuel reserves are expected to be exhausted within several decades, AP

increase its natural gas pro-
duction by more than a
third in the next decade.
Revenues from oil and
gas production make up
about 35% of the country’s

GDP and nearly half of the
state

“Azerbaijan’s oil reve-
nues-up to $200 billion to
date since 1991-gave the
country an opportunity to

make a huge leap for-
ward,"” said Sabit Bagirov,
who headed the State Oil
Company of Azerbaijan
(Socar) in the 1990s.

Energy expert Ilham

Shaban said “Baku, once a
small fishermen’s hamlet
of some 4,000 people, was
born of an oil boom,”
which led to massive popu-
lation growth.

Modern Baku is a bus-
tling city with skyscrapers,
seaside promenades and
futuristic buildings.

About 75% of Azerbai-
jan’s energy exports go to
European markets. In
2022, the European Com-
mission—-keen to reduce
Europe’s dependence on
Russian gas—signed a deal
with Baku to double gas
imports from the country.

But its fossil fuel re-
serves, which President 11-
ham Aliyev has called “a
gift of God”, are expected
to be exhausted within sev-
eral decades.

“Azerbaijan’s oil wells
will run dry within 20

years; the natural gas re-
serves will last for 50
years,” Mr. Bagirov said.

“Economic dependence
on hydrocarbons is a con-
cern for the Azerbaijani go-
vernment, which is making
serious efforts to develop
other sectors,” he said.

Mr. Shaban said “Azer-
baijan’s goal is to get the
maximum money from its
hydrocarbon resources be-
fore Europe reaches its de-
carbonisation objective,”
which will lead to a signifi-
cant drop in the conti-
nent's demand for fossil
fuels.

This prospect has
prompted criticism from
environmentalists ahead
of COP29.

With all the exported
gas and oil, the emissions
are tallied in the CO2 pro-
duction of the countries

that buy and burn it, and
not in those of Azerbaijan.

Yet Azerbaijani officials
said the country is making
significant strides in setting
its own green agenda on its
land. The country aims to
increase its renewable
energy capacity to 30% by
2030 and reduce green-
house gas emissions by
40% by 2050,

Mr. Shikhaliyev listed
“clean energy mega pro-
jects” such as transforming
Karabakh into a “green
energy zone” fully reliant
on solar, wind and hydro
power. But experts are ada-
mant that Azerbaijan does
not have a climate plan. In
September, the Climate Ac-
tion Tracker group estimat-
ed that by 2030, Baku’s
greenhouse gas emissions
will have increased bet-
ween 23 to 40% from 2020.



* Natural Oil and Gas Resources | Wﬁ’ﬂ%ﬁ? d99 3R A9 TH1¢:

* Azerbaijan’s abundant natural oil and gas have influenced its culture, economy, and
global position.
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* Economic Impact | i gHTa:

* Oil and gas revenue forms about 35% of Azerbaijan’s GDP, and nearly half of the state
budget relies on it.
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* Energy Export to Europe | @'q &1 Sot fFta:

* Approximately 75% of Azerbaijan’s energy exports are directed towards European
markets, supporting Europe’s goal to reduce dependence on Russian gas.
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* Green Energy Goals | Gﬁ?‘f Sl ﬁ&?ﬁ &1 ﬁ'Q'IT H:

e Azerbaijan aims to increase renewable energy by 30% by 2030 and reduce greenhouse
emissions by 40% by 2050.

. ORI BT 0&d 2030 TP AAIHUNT Sl H 30% DI gl MR 2050 TH
u%sma%ﬂ?ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%% ® HH BT 5




* Environmental Concerns | ygiaruig I%alq:

* Environmentalists argue Azerbaijan lacks a comprehensive green plan, as carbon
emissions might rise despite the green energy shift.
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Capital
and largest city

Official languages
Minority languages

Ethnic groups
(2019'%)

Religion

Demonym(s)

Government

* President
* Vice President
* Prime Minister

Legislature

Baku
o 40°23'43"N
49°52'56"E

Azerbaijanil]
See full list

94.8% Azerbaijani
1.7% Lezgin
0.9% Talysh

0.7% Russian
1.9% others

97% lIslam
3% Christianity

Azerbaijani « Azeri

Unitary semi-
presidential
republic’® under a
hereditary
dictatorship

llham Aliyev
Mehriban Aliyeva
Ali Asadov

National Assembly

Area

» Total 86,600 km?
(33,400 sq mi)
(112th)

« Water (%) 1.6

Population

« 2022 estimate 10,353,296!%/ (90th)

- Density 117/km?
(303.0/sg mi) (99th)

GDP (PPP) 2024 estimate

- Total A $199.195 billion!®!
(78th)

» Per capita A $19,32805] (88th)

GDP (nominal)
« Total

2024 estimate

A 78.749 billion!®!
(82nd)

Formation
* People's Republic

* Soviet Socialist
Republic

* Independence from
Soviet Union

« Constitution adopted

28 May 1918
28 April 1920

18 October 1991
(declared)

26 December 1991
(recognized)

12 November 1995

« Per capita A $7,64151 (90th)
Gini (2008) A 33.716]

medium inequality
HDI (2022) A 0.760!7]

high (89th)
Currency Manat (M) (AZN)
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Russian rocket launches Iranian satellites
into orbit as Moscow, Tehran expand ties
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Russian rocket launches Iranian satellites
into orbit as Moscow, Tehran expand ties

Associated Press
MOSCOW

A Russian rocket on Tues-
day blasted off successfully
to carry a pair of Iranian sa-
tellites into orbit, a launch
that reflected growing
cooperation between Mos-
cow and Tehran.

The Soyuz rocket lifted
off as scheduled from Vos-
tochny launchpad in far
eastern Russia and put its
payload into a designated
orbit nine minutes after
the launch. It was carrying
two Russian Ionosphere-M
Earth observation satellites
and several dozen smaller
satellites, including the
two Iranian ones.

Iran’s two satellites,
named Kowsar and Hod-

(ol ¥V

Ascending heights: The Soyuz rocket blasts off from its launchpad
at the Vostochny Cosmodrome in Russia. REUTERS

hod, were the first
launched on behalf of the
country’s private sector. In
2022, a Russian rocket
launched an Iranian Earth
observation satellite called
Khayyam that was built in
R\

Russia on Tehran’s order,
and in February Russia put
another Iranian satellite
named Pars-1 into orbit.
Tuesday’s launch comes
as Russia and Iran have ex-
panded ties in various

spheres. Ukraine and the
West have accused Tehran
of providing Moscow with
hundreds of exploding
drones for use on the bat-
tlefield in Ukraine and
helped launch their pro-
duction in Russia. The Ira-
nian drone deliveries,
which Moscow and Tehran
have denied, have allowed
for a constant barrage of
long-range drone strikes at
Ukraine’s infrastructure.

Pezeshkian visit

Moscow and Tehran are
planning to further bolster
their ties with a “compre-
hensive strategic partner-
ship” that is set to be
signed during Iran Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian’s
planned visit to Russia.
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India sends Letter of
Intent to host 2036 Games

It is the first step in a long and arduous process to select a final host with no fixed deadlines; Chile,

Indonesia and Turkiye the others with confirmed bids; Saudi Arabia, Qatar have shown interest

GENERAL

Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

in its attempt to host

the 2036 Olympics by
sending a formal Letter of
Intent (Lol) for the same to
the 10C.

While there has been no
official confirmation vet,
sources said that the letter
was sent to the Future
Hosts Commission (FHC)
of the 10C on October 1.
This is in continuation of
the push from Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi for host-
ing major multi-discipline
events, including the 2030
Youth Olympic Games, pu-
blicly declaring India’s in-
tention to host the 2036
Olympics during the open-
ing ceremony of the 141st
10C session in Mumbai fast

l ndia took the first step

year.
If India does manage to
win, it will become only
the fourth Asian country
ever to host the quadren-
nial event - after China,
South Korea and Japan. Yo-
ga, kho-kho, kabaddi and
chess are among the sports
likely to be included in In-
dia’'s bid. The letter,
though, is just the first step
in a long and arduous pro-
cess to select a final host
with no fixed deadlines.

Glant expectation: If India manages to win, it will become the fourth Asian country to host the
quadrennial event. FiLE PHOTO

While any decision is
only likely after the 10C
elections next year, the
process can take even lon-
ger. The FHC holds initial
detailed, discussions with
all interested parties with-
out being edition specific
before entering the more
serious, rigorous phase of
getting guarantees on in-
frastructure, accommoda-
tion, security and public
services among others.
That is also the stage at
which the actual city/
group of cities is likely to
be finalised for considera-

tion. It then prepares an
advisory report for the I0C
Executive Board to take a
final call.

No cakewalk

It won't be a cakewalk for
India, however, with at
least three other con-
firmed bids — Chile (Santia-
g0), Indonesia (across Ja-
karta, Bali and the new
capital of under-construc-
tion Nusantara), and Turki-
ye (Istanbul) - and more in
various stages of internal
preparations and discus-
sions with the 10C, includ-

ing the likes of cash-rich
Saudi Arabia and Qatar.

India’s efforts will also
be hampered by the long-
running infighting among
the Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation members that has
brought all I0A work to al-
most standstill for several
months now,

Despite the govern-
ment's interest and push,
the I0A remains the official
channel of communication
with the 10C and its invol-
vement will be crucial for
India to put up a united
front.



* India's Bid for the 2036 Olympics | 2036 s & ﬁ‘l'q YR P Fliel:

* India has sent a Letter of Intent (Lol) to host the 2036 Olympics, initiating a complex,
lengthy process to become the host.
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* Previous Announcements | tl??f | Eh'EI'U]TQ'

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced India's interest in hosting the 2036 Olympics
and the 2030 Youth Olympics.
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+ Asian Representation | SRS
ufafafere:
 If successful, India would become the

fourth Asian country to host the
Olympics after China, South Korea, and

Japan.
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* Competitors in Bidding | AV & ﬁ'l"'{uﬁ?ﬂ"ﬁ

* Chile, Indonesia, and Turkey have submitted confirmed bids, while Saudi Arabia and
Qatar have shown interest.
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e Challenges in Winning the Bid | ﬁ?ﬁ Sitd+ &1 gﬁﬁm

* India's bid faces hurdles like internal disagreements within the Indian Olympic
Association and competition from other countries.
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1.Process Involved | ufeear # fyd ®ea:

1. The International Olympic Committee’s Future Hosts Commission (FHC) will assess
India’s bid in a multi-step process, including infrastructure and security guarantees.

2. 3ARTPIY 3Mcifes FIAfT BT TIER GReY HHIR (FHC) HRd B! Sicil bl
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The budgets for the last three Olympic Games were as follows:

Tokyo 2020 (held in 2021): The total expenditure was approximately $13 billion
USD.

Beijing 2022: The estimated cost was around $8.8 billion USD.

Paris 2024: The projected budget was approximately $8.2 billion USD.



https://olympics.com/ioc/news/tokyo-2020-organising-committee-publishes-final-balanced-budget
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1474201/olympic-games-cost/

* The allocations for the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports are as follows:
2019-20:X2,216.92 crore
2020-21:X2,826.92 crore
2021-22:X2,596.14 crore
2022-23:33,062.60 crore
2023-24:%3,397.32 crore
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Paving the way: Jangra hopes his title will inspire more Indian pugilists to turn professional. FILE PHOTO



Jangra wins
WBF’s world title

The Indian pro defeats Britain’s McIntosh in the super featherweight

category, delivers powerful punches from the outset

BOXING

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

ndian  professional

boxer Mandeep Jangra

won the World Boxing
Federation’s super feather-
weight world title after de-
feating Britain’s Conor
McIntosh in the Cayman
Islands.

The 3l-year-old, who
trains under former Olym-
pic silver medallist Roy
Jones Jr. and has faced only
one defeat in his profes-
sional career so far, had
the upper hand in most
rounds.

He delivered powerful
punches from the outset,
maintaining his stamina
throughout the 10 rounds,
while the British boxer

ee

I have worked hard for
years to achieve this. It is
a matter of pride for me
that I could bring glory
to the country

struggled to keep pace.
Conor did try to make a

comeback, but Jangra con-
tinued to maintain the up-
per hand in most of the
rounds.

“This is one of the big-
gest victories of my ca-
reer,” Jangra said in a me-
dia release.

“I have worked hard for
years to achieve this. It is a
matter of pride for me that
I could bring glory to the
country.”

The Haryana boxer,
who made his professional

boxing debut in 2021,
hopes the title will inspire
more Indian pugilists to
turn professional.

“I think this title will
open the way for other
boxers of the country and
they will also decide to
make a career in profes-
sional boxing.

“Our boxers are good
and there is no dearth of
talent in them.

“ If they get good pro-
moters and managers,
they can also become
world champions,” Jangra
added.

Jangra has won 11 out of
his 12 fights in his pro ca-
reer with seven being
knockout victories.

He had a decent run in
the amateur circuit as well
and won a Commonwealth
Games silver medal in the
2014 Glasgow edition.
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Exercise VINBAX-
2024




* The 5th Edition of Vietham Indian Bilateral Army Exercise
“VINBAX-2024" commenced at Ambala, India.

 About

e Instituted in 2018, exercise VINBAX Is an annual training event
conducted alternatively in India and Vietnam.



« Aim of the exercise is to foster collaborative partnership,
promote inter-operability and share best practices between the
two sides under Chapter VIl of United Nations Charter on
Peace Keeping Operations.

 This edition marks a significant increase in the scope with Bi
Service level participation for the first time by personnel of
Army and Air Force from both the countries



India, Algeria sigh MoU on
Defence Cooperation



* India and Algeria signed the Memorandum of
Understanding(MoU) to elevate defence ties, foster mutual
understanding, and strengthen strategic interests.

* About Algeria (Capital: Algiers)

 Situated: Maghreb region of North Africa on the
Mediterranean coast.

« Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia are referred to as
the Maghreb countries




* Bordered By: Mediterranean Sea on the North, Morocco,
Sahrawi Arab Republic and Mauritania on the West, Mali and
Niger on the South, Libya and Tunisia on the East.

* Physiography: The major mountain ranges in Algeria are
the Atlas Mountains, which run from the Moroccan border to
the eastern border of Tunisia. The highest peak in Algeria
IS Mount Tahat, which is located in the Ahaggar Mountains.

« Chelif River is the longest and most important river of Algeria.
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Arab Maghreb Union (AMU)

Establishment: Founded in 1989 in

Marrakech, after a treaty signed by
five Maghreb states.

Member States: Algeria, Libya,
Mauritania, Morocco, and Tunisia.




* Which of the following countries are well known as the two largest cocoa
producers in the world? (2024)

* (A) Algeria and Morocco
* (B) Botswana and Namibia
 (C) Coéte d'lvoire and Ghana

* (D) Madagascar and Mozambique
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* The Tumaini Festival, an annual
event held since 2014 at
Malawi’'s Dzaleka Refugee
Camp, celebrates the resilience

and culture of refugees through

music, art, and crafts.






 Founded: 2014, by Menes La Plume, a Congolese poet.

* Purpose: To create a unique platform for cultural exchange,
showcasing resilience through music, art, and crafts.

* Visitors: Thousands from Malawi and nearby countries,
iIncluding South Africa and Zimbabwe.

 Significance: Builds connections and breaks stereotypes by
humanizing the refugee experience, allowing people to share
common experiences and celebrate cultural diversity




Word of the day

Extricate:
release from entanglement of difficulty

Syno NYIMS: disencumber, disentangle,
untangle

Usa €. Our aim is to extricate this country
from a costly war.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/extricatepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /eks.tir.kert/
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Nobel Prize Winners 2024

Prize Category

Laureates

Contribution Description

Physiology/Medicine

Victor Ambros and Gary Ruvkun

Discovery of microRNA and its role in post-transcripti
regulation.

Physics

John J. Hopfield and Geoffrey E.
Hinton

Foundational discoveries and inventions that enable 1
with artificial neural networks.

Chemistry

David Baker, Demis Hassabis, and John
Jumper

Baker was recognized for his work in computational
while Hassabis and Jumper were honored for protein
prediction.

Literature

Han Kang

Intense poetic prose that confronts historical traumas
fragility of human life.

Nihon Hidankyo

Efforts to achieve a world free of nuclear weapons ar
demonstrating through witness testimony that nucle:
never be used again.

Economic Sciences

Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, and
James Robinson

Studies of how institutions are formed and affect pro




Best Picture

Oppenheimer

Best Actor in a Leading Role

Cillian Murphy (Oppenheimer)

Best Actress in a Leading Role

Emma Stone (Poor Things)

Album of the Year Taylor Swift — Midnights

Record of the Year Miley Cyrus — Flowers

Song of the Year Billie Eilish — What Was | Made For?
Producer of the Year Non-Classical - Jack Antonoff




« Kairos by Jenny Erpenbeck, translated by Michael Hofmann, won
the International Booker Prize 2024

« The 2023 winners include the Human Rights Center
“Viasna” (Belarus), Ms. Julienne Lusenge (DR Congo), the Amman
Center for Human Rights Studies (Jordan), Mr. Julio Pereyra
(Uruguay), and a Global Coalition advocating for the right to a clean
environment.



it recognizes outstanding works of fiction. Paul Lynch’s
Prophet Song has won the Booker Prize 2023

 The Gandhi Peace Prize for 2021 has been awarded
to Gita Prize, Gorakhpur

e 2024 Eugene Chudnovsky (City University of New York)-
Sakharov 24

Sakharov 2018, Peace prize 2023

Year Recipient Country Contribution

2023 Narges Mohammadi Iran Women's rights activism



Goldman Environmental Prize

Winner

Country

Contribution

Alok Shukla

India

Protected a forest from coal mining.

Andrea Vidaurre

U.S.

Changed California’s transportation regulations.

Marcel Gomes

Brazil

Exposed links between beef and deforestation.

Murrawah Maroochy Johnson

Australia

Blocked the development of a coal mine.

Teresa Vicente

Spain

Led a campaign for legal rights to an ecosystem.

Nonhle Mbuthuma and Sinegugu Zukulu

South
Africa

Stopped destructive seismic testing for oil and gas.
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