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* India supported a UN resolution demanding Israel’s withdrawal from
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967. What key principle does the

resolution emphasize?

« A o 1967 & Feal H folT 3T TRfAEder &3 § SoRISo dr

argdT I AT Hlal diel TIFd IS¢ ITdId hl JHAYA [har| Jg

e fhd HET RgHid W SR adr 87

IS

e A. Mutual trade agreements / 3TI9HT AUR JHAS

* B. Inalienable rights of Palestinians / IFAGESUGEI
YRR

& ITAATST

* C. Economic sanctions on Israel / SallISel WX 3 gfaey

* D. Military disengagement/@FJ 3 cldlld



e 2. The Syrian Golan Heights resolution urged Israel to withdraw to pre-
1967 lines. What is India’s stand on this issue?

« HIRATS IMelTed CI%'I‘%'ZIT % e A $o1~{l$01 8 1967 4§ Ugel &I

AT deh drgd T 3MTE fhaT AT $9 Fce W HRA &
FIT 3G g7

* A. Supports the resolution / 9&dTd bl AT HIAT %’
 B. Abstains from voting / HdGId] a md {odl %‘
* C. Opposes the resolution / I&JTd b IR ECT G %

* D. Maintains neutrality / dCcEIdl d4T0 I d] g




* The Google Safety Engineering Centre (GSEC) in Hyderabad is the first of
its kind in the Asia-Pacific region. What is its primary focus?

« IETT [FET zﬁﬁﬁwﬁw deT (GSEC), gediare &, ufar-yanda &9 H
T RE HT BTl % ¢l 3F HEY 3?\?%3 T g7

* A. Cybersecurity solutions / HTSIX {I&TT FHATTT

* B. Al-driven online safety products / T3TS-3TITRA 3T clS4 {L&Tm
3cylq

* C. Cloud data management / &ell3S AR A
» D. Blockchain technology / €dllehdel dehalleh




* The PSLV-C59/PROBA-3 mission was rescheduled due to an anomaly.
What was the issue detected?

. PSLV C59/PROBA 3 e

qT| YIS

I fa@aTfd & FROT T4

TS ALY

=2

Ar?

GRIEGRET

* A. Fuel leakage in the propulsion system /EI'U'ﬂ_c'\?f JUTTell H é’ﬂa

Rama

* B. Issue in the satellite deployment system / 39dIg RGIGIR IR

HHATT

* C. Redundant propulsion system anomaly / 31TTd2Jeh JUNIGe JUTTIT

q Tagerfta

e D. Software malfunction /'\’:ITFI—E?CIT TRTET



* The Kinet joint venture will supply 1,920 Vande Bharat sleeper coaches.
What is the total project value?

» F3dc TIFd 3eH 1,920 d¢ HRT Tl Tl 3MYfcd
Y3 |qﬁaﬁmaﬁrchm ST AT g7

* A. S5.5 billion
* B. $6.5 billion
* C. $7.5 billion
* D. $8.5 billion
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Sri Lankan Navy
arrests 14 Indian
fishermen

RAMESWARAM
The Sri Lankan Navy has
arrested 14 fishermen from
Thangachimadam and
Rameswaram while they
were fishing in the Pasic
Bay. » PAGE 3

Uproar in House over Hindi,
Sanskrit names for new Bi]ls

NEW DELHI

pposition
| e
ck  against the

Hindi and Sanskrit names
of new laws in Parliament
on Thursday, accusing the

in

ing to have the ¥
of a constitutional courr, 2

part saying that this part is

“Hindi imposition” and
fafling to meet Constinu
tional

SC dismisses
defamation case
against Minister

NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court on
Thursday quashed and set
asde criminal defamatica
proceedings instituted by the
Murasoli Trust against the
Urson Minister L Murugan for
Phix comments at 3 press meet
in December 2020. » PAGE 3

The Centre defended
the move as a reflection
indian culture and legacy.
noting that it does not vio-

because
Article 348 (IB) requires
anehuitlentivs text £ be
En; sasd.
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sity, dividend, and the fed
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Fadnavis back as
Maharashtra CM
for the third time

Power point: Eknath Shinde, Devendra Fadnawis and Ajit Pawar
BUNING the SWeANNE-in Ceremany on THUrSday. EMWANUAL YoM

Abhinay Deshpande
MUMBAT

The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty's Legislature Party Lead-
er Devendra Fadnavis was
sworn In as the 2lst Chief
Minister of Maharashtra on

to Mr. Fadnavis in the pre-
sence of Prime Minister
Modi, several

India and China
hold 32nd border
affairs meet

NEW DE
in preparation for the mesting

NEW DELIE
india and Bhutan on Thursday.
amed bilateral projects i
wer, urban planning and
Setopios, the mindfulnese <ity,
Guring the visit of the King
Jigme Khesar Mamgysl
Wangzchuk. » PAGE &
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Six new faces
in 12-strong
Hemant Soren
Ministry

PATA

Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren on Thurs-
day expanded his Cabinet
‘with 11 Ministers.

eremony at
the Raj Bhavan in Ranchi

©Of the new Ministers, six
belong to the Jharkhand
Aukei Morcha (JMAM) and
four to the Congress. One
& from the Rashtriya fana-
ta Dal (RID).

FULL REPORT
» PAGE &

Untois Mikuioss; sl CHAZE
Ministers and Deputy Chie:
Mintsters of National Der
mocratic Alliance (NDA-
ruled States.

The outgoing Chief Mi-
nister and leader of the

expected next week.

Opposition s even:
Also present were actors
Shah Rukh Khan, Salman
Khan, Ranbir Kapoor, Ran-
veer Singh and Madhuri
Dixit, cricket icon Sachin

kar and industrial-
ists Mukesh Ambani, Noel
Tata, Kumar Mangalam
Bk st Dpespalc Dacekli.

rhe Opposition
including NCPEP) - supfe-
mo Sharad Pawar, and Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Uddhav
Thackeray, skipped the
ceremony.

ne roment
was formed after two

of negotiations fol-
1o the November 23

election results, with the
BjP-led Mahayutl securing

on
the sixth floor of the Man-
tralaya (State administra-
tive

eadquarters). Mr.
l-adn:\'ls, an RSS swayam-
sevak, e as the fron-

his

leagues, headed to Mantra-
laya and chaired his first
meeting.
file, app: anc
sistance from the Chief Mi-
nister’s Relief Fund for a
‘bone marrow tr: =
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3 die in T.N. after consuming
contaminated’ piped water

CHENNAI

Three persons, inchuding a
the Pallav-

woman, n
aram area here on Thurs-
day ly after con-
suming contaminated
piped water.

Though mitlally. govern-
ment officials denied link-
ing the deaths to the water
supplied, later in the day,
the postmortem on two
men said the deaths were
caused by severe food poi-
zoning. which could have

Caused by contami-

Mangadu, who
had come to visit a relative
in the area, fell ill and com-
plained of stomach pain,
mmmng and diarrhoea-
sy-mpwms They died

R

N =
8

Awoman is seen hospeatised
at the Chromepet Government
Hospital in Chennas.

on their way to the Chro-

dent of the area, Cled ot
similar

pital in the past three days.

ng reatment at
the Rajie Gandhi Govern-
ment General Hospital,
two others are being treat-
ed at a private tal
State MSME Minister
T-M. Anbarasan, Pallava-
ram MLA E. Karunanidhi
and senior officials of the

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The University Grants
Commission published the
Draft UGC (Minimum Stan-
dards of Instructions in the
Award of UG and

higher education mmstitu-
tions (HELS) twice a year.
lations also al-
low students to join two
undergraduate or post-

mmhed th the afmected
areas of Pallavaram Can-

3.
A senior official of the

Several residents com-
plained of stomach pain
and vomiting. and were ad-

diarrhoea, visited the hos-

said health orﬁchls have
started camps at six places
have distribus

ted medi-
cines to the residents. Civic
body officials have seized a

private tanker lorry that
supplied water in the
locality.

m ously, and make
UG and PG aspirants “eligi-

e for admission I any
discipline™” of their choice,
besides offering a multiple

entry-exit option.
For flexibility

UGC Chairman M. Jaga-
desh Kumar said the aim of

the new guidelines was to
transform higher educa-
tion in the country and in-
troduce greater flexibility.

e guidelines also in-

The regulations
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The draft allows bian-
nual admission for HEls
and they may admit stu-
dents twice a year, in July/
August and January/Febru-

respe
disciplines taken by a stu-
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mission in any discipline~
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the student has qualifed in
the “NationalJevel or Un-
iversity-level entrance ex-

in th

UGC draft norms moot biannual admissions

discipline. For the remain-
Ang sms credits, the stu-

may choose skill
s apprenticeships
and multdisciplinary sub-
jects.” it mandates.

The duration of an un-
dergraduate degree shall
be either three or four
years, and a postgraduate

degree shall normally be
esther one year or two
according to the

Progr: ) and the
Extended Pro-
gramme (EDP)  allowing

with
nee:

. “Additionally, stu-
dents will now have the
ton to earn S0% of their
credits in their major
pline, while the remaining
credits can be allocated to

skall appren-

of UG/PG programme", it
said

A student has to earn a
minimum of S0% of total
credits in a discipline to
earn an undergraduate de-
gree with a major in that

ADP with no cap for EDP.
“Students shall have the

option w0

hor at the end of the firs

semester or the sec

semester and not beyond

that,” it said.




Uproar in House over Hindi,
Sanskrit names for new Bills

Opposition targets government, alleges Hindi imposition; Centre defends the move as a reflection of Indian culture and

legacy; YSRCP MP S. Niranjan Reddy says the Constitution opposes Hindi title for a Bill whose content is in English

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

pposition MPs
0 sharpened their at-
tack against the

Hindi and Sanskrit names
of new laws in Parliament
on Thursday, accusing the
government of engaging in
“Hindi imposition” and
failing to meet Constitu-
tional requirements.

The Centre defended
the move as a reflection of
Indian culture and legacy,
noting that it does not vio-
late any laws or the Consti-
tution. The parliamentary
fight on the issue, sparked
by Tuesday’s debate on the
Bharatiya Vayuyan Vid-
heyak — which can be tran-
slated as the Indian Air-
craft Bill — continued for a
third straight day.

YSRCP MP S. Niranjan
Reddy said there was a

constitutional requirement
against using a Hindi title
for a Bill whose content is
in English. “We are now go-
ing to have the possibility
of a constitutional court, a
High Court or the Supreme
Court, striking down this
part saying that this part is
unconstitutional because
Article 348 (IB) requires
authoritative text to be in
English,” he said.

“The mandate of the pe-
ople in 2024 was for diver-
sity, dividend, and the fed-
eral principle but the
government is persisting in
the ‘Hindification’ of laws.
This is Hindi imposition,”
said Trinamool Congress
MP Sagarika Ghose, citing
examples such as Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita, which
replaced the Indian Penal
Code.

Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam MP Kanimozhi

Language issue: Opposition MPs raising slogans in the Lok Sabha
during the Winter Session of Parliament on Wednesday. AN

N.V.N. Somu echoed her
complaint. “I would like
the Union government to
change the title of the Bill
to Aircraft Bill, 2024. Don’t
try to impose Hindi on pe-
ople who don’t speak Hin-
di. I request the Union go-
vernment to refrain from
naming Bills in Hindi and
Sanskrit,” she said.

Earlier in the debate on
Tuesday, Congress MP
Syed Naseer Hussain said
he faced difficulties in pro-
nouncing the name of the
Bill and asked why there
should be a Hindi name
with English script. Noting
that nearly 60% of India’s
population is non-Hindi
speaking, he accused the

government of engaging in
“exclusionary tactics”. A
day later, CPI (M) MP John
Brittas had made fun of the
“fashion” of naming Bills in
Hindi.

BJP MP Ghanshyam Ti-
wari accused the Opposi-
tion MPs of exposing their
own “colonial era
mindset”.

Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Nai-
du insisted there were no
Constitutional or legal vio-
lations in the naming of the
Bill. “I am a proud Telugu
person. I am very proud of
my upbringing. But even in
Telugu, Bharat is Bharat
and vayu is also a Telugu
word. So Bharatiya Vay-
uyan Vidheyak is half Telu-
gu for me. It is a mixture of
all languages,” he said.

BILL PASSED
» PAGE 5



Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidheyak
Bill gets nod in Rajya Sabha

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Parliament on Thursday
passed the Bharatiya Vay-
uyan Vidheyak Bill, 2024,
which is expected to pro-
vide some relief to aviation
personnel in their licens-
Ing processes.

The Rajya Sabha passed
the Bill on Thursday. The
Bill was introduced in the
Lok Sabha on July 31 and
was passed by the Lower
House on August 9.

The most significant

change in the Bill is that the
radio telephone operator
restricted certificate and li-
cence testing process,
which was hitherto con-
ducted by the Department
of Telecom for aviation
personnel, including air-
craft maintenance engi-
neers, flight dispatchers,
and pilots, has been
moved to the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation.
This will ensure a single-
window clearance process
as aviation personnel can
now secure all their certifi-

cates from one authority.
Personnel taking exams,
including trainee pilots,
have alleged that there was
rampant corruption in the
conduct of the RTR exam
under the DoT, with candi-
dates required to cough up
several lakhs in bribes.

The Bill also adds power
to regulate the design of
aircraft, as well as the plac-
es where they are being de-
signed, in addition to re-
taining provisions for their
manufacture, repair, and
maintenance.



Article 348(1)(a) of the Constitution of India states that all proceedings in the Supreme Court
and in every High Court, shall be in English language.

Clause (2) of the Article 348 of the Constitution states that notwithstanding anything in sub-
clause (a) of clause (1), the Governor of a State may, with the previous consent of the
President, authorize the use of Hindi Language, or any other language used for any official
purposes of the State, in proceedings in the High Court having its principal seat in that State.




* The use of Hind1 in the proceedings of High
Court of Rajasthan was authorized under
clause (2) of Article 348 of the constitution 1n
1950. After the Cabinet Committee’s
decision dated 21.05.1965 as mentioned
above, the use of Hindi was authorized in the
High Courts of Uttar Pradesh (1969),
Madhya Pradesh (1971) and Bihar (1972) in
consultation with the Chief Justice of India. '

/
7




* Parliament passed the Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidheyak Bill, 2024, aimed
at simplifying aviation personnel licensing.

+ TOC o ARG aare [@d9as, 2024 oiRd fhar, S @t AT
& ISHT TThaT shi el ST




Changes Introduced:

The process of issuing radio telephone operator restricted certificates and
licenses has been transferred from the Department of Telecom (DoT) to
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

o 3T Telwler JTeT wfdefda yaAmrTT 3 aEdw T e $r gfshar & TEAR
fasmer & A& 33594 AgfAdATET (DGCA) H TAHAART X fear aram g



 Aviation personnel, including pilots and engineers, will now benefit
from a single-window clearance for licensing.

» qITele IR SR Afed AT RfAAT Fr 39 RAera-fast
fFerayd @ orsdy 9red glemm|

* The Bill aims to curb corruption in the licensing process, which earlier
involved bribes in the exam for obtaining certificates.

- [90TH T 36T ARAA UTHAT H AR I Udhell &, STaT
ggel YHIUTYT UTcd &ded o folw Read & Srar o




1.Provides DGCA with powers to regulate aircraft design, maintenance, and repairs.

1. DGCA I A#ATT Barsd, TWREE IR AFAT o [AAIfAT Fe Fr afed
YT T I8 &l

Legislative Progress:

Introduced in Lok Sabha on July 31 and passed by the Lower House on August 9.

- U 31 JT$ B AHFAT A T fFAT = Ar 3’} 9 e w iR fwa
I0gT|

Objective:

To enhance efficiency and transparency in the aviation sector.

. AT & # YReREr 3R ga1ar s & o)




44.5 m

Vehicle height

320t

Lift-off mass
*tonnes

Mission success: The PSLV-C59 carrying two satellites of the European Space Agency lifting off
from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota on Thursday. ISRO/AFP

Soaring to the skies

The Indian Space Research
Organisation successfully
launched the PROBA-3 (Project
for Onboard Autonomy)
mission aboard a PSLV-C59
vehicle on Thursday

The Launch: The vehicle

took off with a powerful roar
precisely at 04.04 p.m. from
the first launch pad at the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota

What is PROBA-3?

The PROBA-3 mission consists
of a twin satellite in which two
spacecraft (placed inside the
satellites) would fly together
as one, maintaining a precise
formation to study the sun’s
outer atmosphere

The PSLV-C59/

PROBA-3 mis-
sion is successfully
accomplished. The
spacecraft has been
placed in the right orbit
S. SOMANATH,
ISRO Chairman

REPORT ON PAGE 4



UGC draft norms moot biannual admissions
®

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The University Grants
Commission published the
Draft UGC (Minimum Stan-
dards of Instructions in the
Award of UG and PG De-
grees) Regulations, 2024
on Thursday allowing en-
rolment of students in
higher education institu-
tions (HEISs) twice a year.
The regulations also al-
low students to join two
undergraduate or post-
graduate programmes si-
multaneously, and make
UG and PG aspirants “eligi-
ble for admission in any
discipline” of their choice,
besides offering a multiple
entry-exit option.

For flexibility

UGC Chairman M. Jaga-
desh Kumar said the aim of
the new guidelines was to
transform higher educa-
tion in the country and in-
troduce greater flexibility.

The guidelines also in-
troduce inclusivity, and
multidisciplinary learning
opportunities for students,
he added. “The regulations
incorporate provisions for
multiple entry and exit, re-
cognition of prior learning,
and the flexibility to pur-
sue two UG/PG pro-
grammes simultaneously.
We have also decoupled
eligibility for UG and PG
admissions from the rigid
discipline-specific require-
ments of school education.
Under these regulations,
students can choose to stu-
dy in any programme irres-

h |

The regulations
incorporate
provisions for multiple
entry and exit and the
flexibility to pursue two
UG/PG programmes
simultaneously

M.JAGADESH KUMAR
UGC Chairman

pective of their past disci-
plinary qualification if they
demonstrate their compe-
tency by clearing the rele-
vant entrance examina-
tions,” Mr. Kumar said.

He added that these reg-
ulations provide autonomy
to HEIs to determine stu-
dent attendance require-
ments, ensuring they align
with evolving academic
needs. “Additionally, stu-
dents will now have the op-
tion to earn 50% of their
credits in their major disci-
pline, while the remaining
credits can be allocated to
skill development, appren-

ticeships, or multidisciplin-
ary subjects, fostering ho-
listic development.”

The draft allows bian-
nual admission for HEIs
and they may admit stu-
dents twice a year, in July/
August and January/Febru-
ary. Provisions for multiple
entry and exit, continuous
formative assessment, and
recognition of prior learn-
ing are some of the fea-
tures of the guidelines. Ir-
respective of the
disciplines taken by a stu-
dent in Class 12 or in UG, a
student is “eligible for ad-
mission in any discipline”
of UG or PG programmes if
the student has qualified in
the “National-level or Un-
iversity-level entrance ex-
amination in the discipline
of UG/PG programme”, it
said.

“A student has to earn a
minimum of 50% of total
credits in a discipline to
earn an undergraduate de-
gree with a major in that

discipline. For the remain-
ing 50% credits, the stu-
dents may choose skill
courses, apprenticeships
and multidisciplinary sub-
jects,” it mandates.

The duration of an un-
dergraduate degree shall
be either three or four
years, and a postgraduate
degree shall normally be
either one year or two
years, according to the
UGC draft. “However, the
duration of an undergrad-
uate degree can be shorter
or longer,” it said, adding
that there are provisions in
the Accelerated Degree
Programme (ADP) and the
Extended Degree Pro-
gramme (EDP) allowing
HEISs to earmark up to 10%
of sanctioned intake for
ADP with no cap for EDP.
“Students shall have the
option to choose ADP/EDP
either at the end of the first
semester or the second
semester and not beyond
that,” it said.

A INX



* Biannual Admissions:

* Universities and colleges can admit students twice a year in July/August and January/February.

-Wﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬂmgﬁ/maﬁtmmﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂa
|

Flexibility in Programmes:

Students can pursue two UG/PG programmes simultaneously.

UG and PG admissions are open to all disciplines, based on entrance exam qualifications.

B TF AT & HSSUe/IFedoue FRIFA FT TFd 8|
gaer qOaTs & YR WX fRaT o A 7 ol 3R G & foT yaer 3uesy g



Key Features of the Draft Multiple Entry and Exit Options:

e Students can opt for multiple entries
and exits during their courses.

e Continuous assessment and
recognition of prior learning are
included.

e B 39l HIF & R F$ IR
¥a9r 3R s F1 fAweqd I
gHd Bl




 Skill and Multidisciplinary Focus:

* 50% of the credits must be earned in a major discipline; the rest can include skill-based
courses, internships, and apprenticeships.

- 50% 3¢ AT fAwy 7 #fda fFov o =ifee; Aw 7 wlera-3mnRa areaws,
SeATAT Y snifewfa anfder & gFa &



* Duration of Degrees:
* Undergraduate: 3-4 years.
* Postgraduate: 1-2 years.

e TATdh: 3-4 d¥| TATdHIR: 1-2 ay|

 Special provisions for accelerated (ADP) or extended (EDP) degrees:
* Up to 10% accelerated intake allowed.

- @Ra 3 RArafa B FRwAT & v [Ry e



* Aims and Objectives

* Inclusivity and Flexibility:
* Transform higher education with holistic, inclusive, and flexible learning.

o feT Y gHIT, gHEAA IR F=HET TAS FT I

 Autonomy for Institutions:
* HEIs will have the autonomy to determine attendance and academic

standards.

. 3= feTor FEUET A 3uRAfY R AA0F AR FY T FA A
TATIAAT & STt
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Dame would rise again — in
through the w1
doable.”

unprecedented g

Motre-Dame de Paris cathedral is pictured ahead of
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Resurrection of
France’s ‘heart, Notre
Dame, in five years

the inferno struck Notre Dame on
Villeneuve walked despon-

the remains of his cathedral. Smoke
spring air, the spire lay in rubble, and
charred beams littered the nave. “We had lost the
framework, the roof, the spire, and three sections
of the vauli,” Villenéuve, its chief architect since

Yet just hours earlier, President Emmanuel Ma.
cron had issued an extraordinary decree: Notre

five years. “There

Just
was one sole [problem],” Mr. Villeneuve said. “the
deadline-

It felt impossible. Yet as Mr. Villeneuve stepped
with doubts in his mind, he
was caught by surprise. Terrifying as it was to see
the charred remains of the 86l-year-old Gothic
treasure, a beacon of hope emerged. "It was

Mr. Macron's decree became the driving force

e ke i i e e e

rv. The announcement sparked

support, with donations

quickly nearing $1 billion. Yet, other obstacles

came in waves. First, the fire’s iImmediate after-

math brought a lead contamination crisis. Then
came the eather, too,

spire.
Bur Vileneuve
what

teries in France in lving me

with his

persisted, working wi
called the “presidential building

cember 8 — a Catholic holy day celebrating Mary’s
conception without sin — a symbolic choice that
felt both achievable and sacred.

‘While Notre Dame’s restoration has procs

= rating investigation into one of the biggest mys-
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1 K.P Sharma
Oire fourday isit to
China.
lgning paves the
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Close ties: Nepal's Prime Minister Khadgs Prasad Sharma Oli waves with his wife Radhika Shakya {left)
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Congo on alert
after 71 die
from mystery
flu-like disease
Associated Press

KINSHASA

Congo's Health NMinister
™-

of people, nearly half of
which were children.

Authorities have so far
confirmed 71 deaths, in-

er, headache, cough and
anaemia.

Raising a toast

Awaman points a dispiay of sake barrels at the Meij Shaine in Tokyo on Thursday. Japanese tipples saxe and shochu — and the knowledge

and suills honed over centuries 1o make them — been added to UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage kst arp

France Presse

A .
MANILA

Japan on Thursday granted
the Philippines 1.6 billion

hull able boats,
coastal radar systems and

The aid will provide

inflatable boats,

coastal radar systems
to the Philippine Navy

ter Enrique Manalo.
“The amount announced

Official Security Assistance
(OsA)

Japan grants the Philippines
$10.6 mn for naval security

las ability “to deter threats

o peace, stability and se-

curity in the Indo-Pacific
region™

China claims almost the

Se a,

from other countries and
an international ruling

o Sasiraon has no jesal
basis.

On Wednesday, Manila
said the China Coast Guard
fired water cannon and “si-

launched in
The pmupptnes has
bee: mari-

systems to the Philippine
Navy, the two sides said.
The package will “con-
tribute to maintaining and
stre: onal se-

Philippine Foreign Minis-

time scrumicy sasets and
boasting ties with allies to
counteract Befjing’s ag-
gressive of its

yessel near " e disputed
h Shoal. On

sel near Sabina Shoal, the
dded.

claims in the South China

On_Thursday, the Fo-
reign Ministry said the OSA
deal would improve Mani-

Me. Manalo said the Phi-
lippines would be submit-
ting a diplomatic protest
over the two incident:

“1t’s very clear, 1 mean
we were within our legal
rights,” Mr. Manalo said.

e France Presse
ALEPPO

government forces re-
claimed control of their

The 1sl led mili-

that had been mostly dor-

heightened concerns for ci-
wvillans, but for Ms. Bakkur,
kmxntbm‘x her son
1L wasn't expecting

. 1 thought §

eyes.
She last saw her son Mo-
hammed jomas, now 25
years old and a father of
four, in 2016, when Syrian
Bashar al s

tants’ lightning assault on
Aleppo has revived a war

cm

forces retook Aleppo’s
eastern districts after a

brutal slege. Mr. Jomaa was
one of tens of ands

can't believe I'm back in
Aleppo

Missing family
Since leaving Aleppo, Mr.
Jomaa spent several years
in rebel-held Afrin, about

from his family
home.

“We knew that we
couldnt stay in Aleppo be-
cause we were labelled
‘terrorists”. We ‘were

trapped an
Aleppo,’

Sense of warmth: Ahmed Orabi hugs his daughter as they reunite
after years of separation in the northern Syrian city of Aleppa. AsP

insome parts of the city,

the streets are quietand re-  on

sidents are anxious, fear- 1
Ing the simsdon could
detesion

The United Nations said
that
5,000 people had been  know
new|y displaced across him™.

1dlib northern Alep- “1 only wish my dad

po by the fighting.

Geir Pedersen
sn)d lhzt the latest “deve-
lopments have provoked
different reactions among
the Syrian people — a grave
threat for some, a signal of

He said his father was
detained by regime forces
after they had regained
control of Aleppo In 2016,
and since then, “we don't
anything  about

would come back.”

Orabi, 35, has al-
so returned home to Alep-
po, reunited with his
young daughter.

“Like a dream"”
Seven years ago, they fled
province, where
many people were dis-
placed to from elsewhere
in Syrla.
escalating air raids
had agatn Tored Mr. Ora:
bi's wife to seek safety, re-
turning to her family in
Aleppo_slong with  their
dncieer, A
an Opposi-

Orabi
tlon media activist, did not

Amid conflict, Syria families reunite after years as militants take Aleppo

want to stay far from his fa-
mily and hometown for so

ed, I didn't wait. I wan(ed

to see my daughter... I de-
cided to go to her.”

“the road
wasn't_completely clear,”
Mr. Orabi said he made it to
the neighbourhood where
his daughter lived.

1 called out her name™




Congo on alert
after 71 die
from mystery
flu-like disease

Associated Press
KINSHASA

Congo’s Health Minister
said Thursday the govern-
ment is on alert over a mys-
tery flu-like disease that in
recent weeks killed dozens
of people, nearly half of
which were children.

Authorities have so far
confirmed 71 deaths, in-
cluding 27 people who
died in hospitals and 44 in
the community in the
southern Kwango pro-
vince, Health Minister Rog-
er Kamba said.

“The Congolese govern-
ment is on general alert re-
garding this disease,” Kam-
ba said, without providing
more details.

Authorities have said
that symptoms include fev-
er, headache, cough and
anaemia.




Oli secures BRI deal in Beijing with
support from key ally Nepali Congress

The signing of the deal paves the way for advancing Chinese investment and cooperation in Nepal under the BRI; officials say the Chinese initially

sought to replace ‘grant financing with ‘assistance financing, but after further negotiations, the two sides agreed on ‘aid assistance financing’

Sanjeev Satgainya
KATHMANDU

rom “no loans but
F grants only,” Nepal

finally settled for
“aid assistance financing”
as Nepali and Chinese offi-
cials on Wednesday inked
a Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) cooperation frame-
work deal in Beijing during
Prime Minister K.P Sharma
Oli’'s four-day visit to
China.

The signing paves the
way for advancing Chinese
investment and coopera-
tion in Nepal under the
BRI, to which Kathmandu
signed up for in 2017.

In the days leading up to
Mr. Oli’s visit to the north,
there was a debate about
whether Mr. Oli should
sign the BRI implementa-
tion plan, a proposal Beij-
ing had sent in 2020. A ri-
gid stance by his coalition
partner, the Nepali Con-
gress (NC), against loans,
had led to formation of a
task force to revise the Chi-
nese proposal.

Nepal subsequently re-
vised the “BRI implemen-
tation plan” to “Frame-
work for BRI Cooperation”
emphasising “grant financ-
ing cooperation” and sent
the proposal to the Chi-
nese side for a review.

Officials said the Chi-
nese initially sought to re-
place “grant financing”
with “assistance financ-
ing”, but after further ne-
gotiations, the two sides
agreed on “aid assistance
financing”, leading to the
inking of the deal.

As many as 10 projects
have been listed under
“aid assistance financing”,
which are related to trade,

Close ties: Nepal’s Prime Minister Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli waves with his wife Radhika Shakya (left)
before his departure at the Tribhuvan International Airport in Kathmandu on December 2. AFP

infrastructure, connectivi-
ty, technology and cultural
exchange.

“This deal is significant
in two ways. First, it pro-
vides fresh momentum to
Nepal-China cooperation
under the BRI, seven years
after Nepal signed up for
the initiative,” said Pra-
deep Gyawali, a former Fo-
reign Minister and Deputy
General Secretary of the
Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist),
or the CPN-UML. “Second,
for the first time, two ma-
jor parties have made a
common position on Ne-
pal’s  foreign  policy
conduct.”

Mr. Oli and his CPN-
UML and the NC held dif-
fering views on how to ap-
proach the BRI. The NC
feared embracing the BRI
without addressing Nepal’s
concerns could increase
debt burden and amplify
Chinese influence. The
CPN-UML, however, ar-
gued that there was noth-

ing wrong in pursuing
loans.

“The fear was unwar-
ranted. Nonetheless, sign-
ing BRI now with some re-
visions by incorporating
the concerns of all the sta-
keholders is undoubtedly a
step forward,” said Mr.
Gyawali.

Devil is in details
Analysts say the signing in-
dicates that ground has
been set to get the BRI ball
rolling in Nepal, but since
specifics are unclear, one
has to wait to see how
things unfold.

“The devil lies in the de-
tails,” said Chandra Dev
Bhatta, a political scientist.
“We don’t know yet what
‘aid financing’ entails. The
common understanding is
it could encompass both
grants and loans and as de-
scribed by Nepali officials,
it could mean concessional
loans.”

Nepal has traditionally
received concessional

loans from multilateral
agencies like the World
Bank and Asian Develop-
ment Bank and other bilat-
eral development partn-
ers, with interest rates
under 2% and payback pe-
riods up to 40 years.

“What we can infer
from the deal also is that
the Chinese cooperation
can be sought on a project-
by-project basis, and de-
pending on the project, fi-
nancing could involve
grants or concessional
loans,” said Mr. Bhatta. “In
that sense, the deal can be
dubbed a positive develop-
ment in terms of invest-
ment, cooperation and Ne-
pal-China ties.”

Even though China has
promoted the BRI as an in-
vestment tool to enhance
connectivity across Asia,
Europe, and Africa, it does
not typically involve
grants.

According to Mr. Bhatta,
revising the Nepal-pro-
posed document to in-

clude “aid” can be seen as
more of a success for Chi-
na. Beijing had increasing-
ly upped pressure on Ne-
pal to move the BRI
forward, especially after
Nepal’s Parliament ratified
the Millennium Challenge
Corporation, a $500 mil-
lion American grant, in
2022.

“It’s now up to Nepal to
follow up on the deal,” he
said.

Relief for Oli

Mr. Oli’s decision to visit
China on his first bilateral
trip—breaking the tradition
of Nepali Prime Ministers
visiting New Delhi first—
with the BRI high on the
agenda had raised the
stakes. He risked upsetting
his coalition partner, the
NC and India, historically
Nepal’s closest ally. In a
bid to assuage the NC’s
concerns, Mr. Oli last week
said that he would not sign
any loan agreements in
Beijing.

Observers say by secur-
ing the BRI cooperation
with the NC on board, Mr.
Oli managed to save the
coalition, and by exten-
sion, keep his position se-
cured. Upon his return
from China on Thursday,
Mr. Oli stated that he
would lead the govern-
ment for 18 more months
before handing over power
to NC President Sher Baha-
dur Deuba, as per the
agreement reached in July.

He also said, “We have
discussed different pro-
jects under the BRI and
separate agreements will
be signed for each project.”
“This has nothing to do
with loans.”

In response to media

queries about his visit to
India, Mr. Oli said, “Now,
arrangements will be made
soon.”

Mr. Bhatta said, geopol-
itically, the BRI signing is
unlikely to attract signifi-
cant criticism from India
or the United States. “The
agreement signed on Wed-
nesday, by and large, is
continuation of the 2017
framework,” he said.

During his visit, Mr. Oli
met with his Chinese coun-
terpart Li Qiang and held
talks with President Xi
Jinping on Tuesday.

According to Chinese
state media, Mr. Xi reiterat-
ed that “China is ready to
help Nepal accelerate its
transformation from a
‘land-locked country’ to a
‘land-linked country-
’...continue to support Ne-
pal’s economic and social
development within its
capacity.”

Nepal, however, has not
been able to translate the
northern goodwill into
practical cooperation. A
transit deal signed with
China in 2016 during Mr.
Oli’s previous tenure,
aimed at reducing Nepal’s
over-reliance on India, has
failed to yield tangible
results.

Analysts say growing
signs of thawing relations
between India and China
could reduce regional ten-
sions, from which Nepal
stands to benefit signifi-
cantly. There, however, are
concerns that BRI signing
may not sit well with India,
as it is widely perceived
that Mr. Oli decided to
make Beijing his first port
of call after failing to secure
an invitation from New
Delhi.



* While Nepal sighed onto the BRI in 2017, this new execution
framework agreement solidifies the commitment and provides a
structure for project implementation.

* Both countries expressed readiness to sign an MoU on building
the Trans-Himalayan Multi-Dimensional Connectivity Network
(THMDCN).

* |t focuses on enhancing connectivity in areas such as ports, roads, railways,
aviation, power grids, and telecommunications.



e Concerns

* Debt Trap: Like other countries participating in the BRI, Nepal risks
falling into a debt trap if projects rely heavily on Chinese loans.

* Geopolitical Balance: Nepal needs to carefully manage its
relationships with both China and India.
* Projects under the BRI, particularly those close to sensitive border areas,
could raise security concerns for India.

* Environmental Concerns: Large-scale infrastructure projects can have
significant environmental impacts



 Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

* China proposed the BRI in 2013 with the purpose of restoring the
ancient Silk Route.
* The initiative aims to connect Asia with Europe and Africa, with the intent to
promote trade, investment, and economic growth in participating countries.

* The BRI comprises two main components: The Silk Road Economic
Belt and the 21st century Maritime Silk Road.



* The Silk Road Economic Belt focuses on improving connectivity and
cooperation between China and countries in Central Asia, Europe, and
West Asia,

* The 21st century Maritime Silk Road focuses on strengthening
maritime cooperation between China and countries in Southeast Asia,
South Asia, and Africa



Framework Agreement:

e Nepal signed a framework under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in Beijing during PM K.P.
Sharma Oli's four-day visit to China.

o dAYrel o diwar Fdt AT el FY IR gl A amw & et f3maens & dga
TH ™ W gEanai f&u|

"Aid Assistance Financing" Model:

e After negotiations, Nepal settled for "aid assistance financing" instead of "grant financing".

o AT U&7 o "IUTC FEATAT" F T "U5 FAERH BRI W TgATa &)



Economic and Developmental Prospects

Focus on Infrastructure and Connectivity:

e The deal aims to enhance Nepal-China cooperation in infrastructure, technology, and cultural
exchange.

* 3H AT FT 3T AUTA-dIeT AT F A o, i@ it wfaw 3mname-
yerT # derar &t ¢l

Funding Details:

e Loans under the BRI will have an interest rate under 2% and repayment periods of up to 40 years.

o fIAMRITE F ded RN W 2% & FH A AN 40 Tt qF Hr Gersararer rafer g
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Day-night Test today: what to know about pink ball and India’s challenge

SANDIPG
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 5

NINE YEARS and 22 Tests later, the pink
cricket ball continues to intrigue and fasci-
nate. Somedistinct patterns have emerged —
seamers loveit, batters dread it, Australiaboss
it, and every match has produced a result.

But how the ball behaves, its quirks, and
how different it is from the red and white
balls continues to pique the curiosity of crick-
eters and cricket-watchers. Hence, there is
buzz about India’s pink-ball day-night Test
against Australia beginning in Adelaide on
Friday.

Does the pink ball favour seamers?

In fact, a spinner boasts the best bowl-
ing figures in day-night Tests. West Indian
leg-spinner Devendra Bishoo claimed 8/49
in a futile effort against Pakistan in Dubai in

2016. India’s left-arm spinner Axar Patel
skinned England with match figuresof 11/70
in the day-night Testin Ahmedabad in 2021.

And yet, seamers offer a more devastat-
ing threat, especially in Australia. In 12 day-
night Tests in Australia, fast bowlers have
snared 322 scalps, whereas spinners have
picked up only 69.

With the pink ball, the extra lacquer
meant to enhance its visibility under lights
means the ball hoops approximately 20%
more than the red one. The initial move-
ment might not last as long, but is more pro-
nounced. Also, the ball starts moving
around (conventionally) later in the game.

How do the conditions affect the ball?

The pink ball swings differently at dif-
ferent stages of the match. There is prodi-
gious swing in the first hour, less deviation
in the next two, and a swing again in the
two hours after that.

T — —
4 r

The pink ball is coated with
polyurethane to protect colour. Archives

Inday Tests, batting against seamers be-
comes easier as the day progresses. But in
day-night games, batting becomes difficult
at twilight, when the temperature falls, dew
and moisture set in, and the ball starts mov-
ing around.

As a result, the last hour of the second
session and the first of the final session are
tough for batters in day-night Tests. Also,
the mix of natural and artificial light makes
it difficult for batters to judge movement.

What is special about pink ball games
in Australia?

Hard and bouncy pitches
usually favour good-length
bowling at pace. But the early
swing amplifies the threat of

SPORT

twilight period in Australia is also longer
than in other cricketing countries.

So are spinners completely off the
equation?

Not quite —a good spinner should be ef-
fective irrespective of the conditions. They
would ideally enjoy the
firmer grip and the pro-
nounced seam.

Nathan Lyon has relished
bowling with the pink ball,

the fuller length. That is what
makes Mitchell Starc, Australia’s most nat-
ural full-length operator, lethal with the
pink ball - he averages 18.71. This is also
why Australia have drafted full-length mer-
chants such as Jhye Richardson in the past.
Steep bounce has always probed the
technique of overseas batsmen in Australia.
Under lights with the pink ball, they have
to negotiate movement in the air too. The

and so did Ravichandran
Ashwin in the firstinnings of the 2020 Test,
when he picked up four wickets. It's more a
case of teams not possessing quality spin-
ners and packing the side with seamers.

What are the challenges for batters?
The ball swings and seams massively at

the start, before it eases out. Light condi-

tions also change throughout the day. Some

batters have complained they can’t spot the
black seam thread under the lights.
Sometimes, the ball suddenly skids along
the surface. India batter Cheteshwar Pujara
told Star Sports, “You have to speed up your
footwork. The ball skids and comes quickly.
So, there is a little less time than red ball.”

Isit especially hard for overseas batters?

In 12 pink-ball Tests in Australia, only
three overseas batters have scored hun-
dreds. On the other hand, four of Australia’s
current top six batters have healthy records.
Marnus Labsuchagne leads with 894 runs
atan average of 63.85.

At the Adelaide Oval, only one visiting
team has managed a 300-plus score
(Pakistan’s 302). Touring squads have aver-
aged only 203 runs per innings. And India
don’t need reminding that it was here that
they were visited by their darkest batting
hourinTests — 36 all out in December 2020.



* Key Points on Pink Ball and India's Day-Night Test Challenge
 Historical Context and Evolution
* Pink ball cricket, introduced nine years ago, has seen 22 Tests globally.

* Matches have consistently produced results, offering distinct
advantages and challenges for players.



Features of the Pink Ball

Visibility and Durability:

e Coated with polyurethane for color protection.
e The extra lacquer enhances visibility under lights but affects movement differently.

Swing and Movement:

e Offers pronounced swing in the initial overs.

e Begins to move later in the game due to conditions like dew and temperature
drops.




Impact on Play

Bowling Dynamics:

e Favours pacers, especially in Australia, due to bouncy pitches.

e Spinners have had notable performances in specific conditions, e.g., Axar Patel’s
figures in Ahmedabad (11/70).

Batting Challenges:

e Twilight period and artificial lights make judging the ball's movement tough.
e |ndian batters, like Cheteshwar Pujara, have noted difficulty spotting the black seam.



* Special Challenges in Australia

* Fast bowlers dominate with remarkable stats (e.g., Mitchell Starc's
average of 18.71).

e Overseas batters struggle more compared to local players.
* Statistics

* In 12 pink-ball Tests in Australia, only three overseas players scored
centuries, while local batters maintain strong averages.



Don’t stop medical
education for women:
Afghan stars to Taliban

SHIVANINAIK
DECEMBERS

AFGHANISTAN'S GREATEST crick-
eter Rashid Khan was joined by their
seniormost international
Mohammad Nabi and current bat-
ting sensation Rahmanullah Gurbaz
inurging the ruling Taliban to recon-
sider theirban on women’s medical
education - lending their heft to
growing discontent about stringent
curbs on freedom of women.

This week was the last straw as
the Taliban announced a decree for-
bidding women from attending in-
stitutions offering medical educa-
tion. It effectively bans women from
nursing and midwifery training.
After coming to poweronAugust 15,
2021, the Taliban had barred girls
from attending secondary school
beyond Class 6 by September of
same year. By December2022, there
was a complete ban on girls and
women from attending higher edu-
cation. However, nursing and mid-
wifery were seen as the final loop-
hole left in an otherwise absolute
denial of any education to women.

Rashid, the country’s most-
recognisable face in international
sport, with cricket being their
biggest mainstream representation
at the highest level, was quick to
voice his dismay on the rigid stric-

Education
holds a
central place
inIslamic
teachings,
emphasising
the pursuit of knowledge
for both men and women.
The country desperately
needs professionals in
every field, especially the
medical sector”

-RASHID KHAN
ONX/TWITTER

ers, will result in unnecessary
pain, misery, sickness, and death
for the women forced to go with-
out health care, as there won't be
female healthcare workers to
treat them."

Rashid’s senior teammate and
former captain Nabi also raised the
issueonsocial media: "TheTaliban’s
decision to ban girls from studying
medicine is not only heartbreaking
butdeeply unjust. Denying girls the
chance tolearnand serve their peo-
pleisabetrayal of both their dreams
and our nation’s future. Let our
daughters study, grow, and build a
better Afghanistan for everyone.
This is their right, and it is our duty
to protectit.”

voice his dismay on the rigid stric-
ture. In a detailed post on
Wednesday, written in Dari and
English languages, Rashid said: “The
acute shortage of female doctors
and nurses is particularly concern-
ing, asitdirectly impacts the health-
care and dignity of women. It is es-
sential for our sisters and mothers
to have access to care provided by
medical professionals who truly un-
derstand their needs.”

He pleaded with the Taliban to
pay heed to the Quran which "high-
lights the importance of learning
and acknowledges the equal spiri-
tual worth of both genders."

The 26-year-old further wrote,
"Education holds a central place in
Islamic teachings, emphasising the
pursuit of knowledge for both men
and women," while stressing that,
"the country desperately needs pro-
fessionals in every field, especially
the medical sector.”

Human Rights Watch (HRW)
quoted that the order came intoim-
mediate effect,and several women
were turned back from their insti-
tutes. "The Taliban’s supreme leader,
Haibatullah Akhundzada, issued
this order, which was announced at
ameeting of the Taliban Ministry of
Public Health on Monday. The min-
istry summoned directors of private
medical training institutions to be
instructed about the new order;" ac-
cording to HRW.

Afghanistan has steadily im-
posed absolute restrictions on

| women's freedom of movement

to protectit.”

Opener Rahmanullah lent sub-
tle support, writing only in Pashto
on X/Twitter, expressing his views
on seeking knowledge by quoting
an "honourable hadith” (verse, as
guidance). Asking for mercy for
those who hate increase in knowl-
edge by followers of Islam, Gurbaz
quoted: "Seeking knowledge is
obligatory for every Muslim (male
or female).”

Concerns had heightened
through Wednesday after the de-
cree came into effect. National
Public Radio (NPR) quoted
Pashtana Durrani, founder of
Learn Afghanistan - an organiza-
tion operating secret schools as
well as maternal health clinics
where midwives would be
trained - as saying, "All they are
doing now is closing any loop-
holes. People often say that un-
der the Taliban women are just
left to reproduce. Well, now with
this new ban, women are left to
reproduce and then die on that
same table because there will be
nobody to help them. That's what
it has come to."

Afghanistan’s  women's
cricket team have sought refuge
in Australia and have been inac-
tive since August 2021, but the
International Cricket Council
have permitted the men's team
to carry on playing, even if fund-
ing rules mandate that full mem-
bers are obliged to field women's
teams. While the national men’s



Nation Remembers

Babasaheb
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar

on his

Mahaparinirvan Diwas
— e IO
December 6, 2024




B. R. Ambedkar

Ambedkar in the 1950s

1st Minister of Law and Justice

In office
15 August 1947 — 6 October 1951

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
Preceded by Position established
Succeeded by Charu Chandra Biswas

Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha
from Bombay State

In office
3 April 1952 — 6 December 1956

Chairman of the Constitution Drafting
Committee

In office
29 August 1947 — 24 January 1950

Minister of Labour in Viceroy's Executive
Council

In office
22 July 1942 — 20 October 1946

Governors The Marquess of Linlithgow
General The Viscount Wavell

Preceded by Feroz Khan Noon
Legislative positions [show]
Personal details

Born Bhiva Ramji Sakpal
14 April 1891
Mhow, Central India Agency,
British India

Died 6 December 1956 (aged 65)
New Delhi, India

Resting place Chaitya Bhoomi
s 19°0130”N 72°50'02"E
Political party Independent Labour Party
Scheduled Castes Federation

Other political Republican Party of India
affiliations

Spouses Ramabai Ambedkar

Children Yashwant




Education

Profession

Awards

Signature

Nickname

University of Mumbai (BA, MA)
Columbia University (MA, PhD)
London School of Economics
(MSc, DSc)

Jurist - economist - politician -
social reformer - writer

Bharat Ratna
(1990, posthumous)

AR AT

[l

Babasaheb




Period

1891

1906

1913

1915

1916

1917

1923

1924

Event/Contribution

Born on April 14, in Mhow, Madhya Pradesh (British India).

Married Ramabai at age 15.

Enrolled at Columbia University, USA, to study Economics and Sociology.
Completed MA (Economics) and wrote thesis on "Ancient Indian Commerce”.

Submitted his Ph.D. thesis on “"The National Dividend of India - A Historic and Analytical
Study".

Joined London School of Economics; Bar at Gray's Inn (studied law).
Completed D.Sc. (Economics) from London; authored “The Problem of the Rupee”.

Founded Bahishkrit Hitkarini Sabha to promote education and socio-political rights for
Dalits.



1930

1932

1936

1942

1947

1947-
1950

1950

1955

1956

Led the Mahad Satyagraha to assert the Dalit right to public water tanks.

Negotiated the Poona Pact with Mahatma Gandhi, securing reserved seats for Dalits in

legislatures.

Published "Annihilation of Caste", critiquing Hindu caste orthodoxy.

Formed the Scheduled Castes Federation (SCF) to represent Dalit interests politically.
Became the first Law Minister of Independent India.

Chairman of the Drafting Committee for the Indian Constitution.

Embraced Buddhism on October 14, along with thousands of followers.
Established the Bharatiya Bauddha Mahasabha (Buddhist Society of India).

Passed away on December 6 in Delhi: honored as the Architect of the Indian Constitution.



* Key works: The Buddha and His Dhamma, Who Were the Shudras?,
States and Minorities.



* Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was a polymath who was proficient in 9 languages. These languages include:
1. Marathi - His mother tongue.
2. Hindi - Widely spoken in India and used in his interactions.

3. English - Mastered during his higher studies in the United Kingdom and the United States;
extensively used in his writings.

4.Sanskrit - Studied during his academic pursuits, despite opposition due to caste barriers.
5. Gujarati - Learned due to his work in Gujarat and with colleagues.

6. Pali - Studied to explore Buddhist scriptures and philosophy.

7.Persian - Learned during his early education.

8. German - Acquired while studying abroad, especially for research purposes.

9. French - Learned to access a variety of scholarly works.



SHe-Box Portal




* The Ministry of Women and Child Development recently launched the
SHe-Box portal.

 About

* It is an online system designed to help in better implementation of
various provisions of ‘The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition, and Redressal) Act, 2013’ (SH Act).

* It will provide a publicly available centralised repository of
information related to Internal Committees (ICs) and Local
Committees (LCs) constituted at various workplaces, across the
country.



* Key provisions include:

* Definition of Sexual Harassment: Unwelcome physical contact, sexual
advances, demands for sexual favors, Sexual remarks, and any other
inappropriate behavior.

* Internal Complaints Committee (ICC): Every organization with more
than 10 employees to establish an Internal Complaints Committee
(1CC).

* The committee must be led by a woman and should include at least one

external member, such as an expert on women’s issues or an NGO
representative.



* Complaint Mechanism: Women can file complaints within three
months, and the ICC must resolve them within 90 days.

* Confidentiality: Complaints and investigations must be kept
confidential.

* Employer Responsibility: Employers must take preventive measures,
conduct training, and act on complaints.



* Redressal: If harassment is proven, disciplinary action is taken against
the offender, and compensation can be awarded to the victim.

* No Retaliation: Retaliation against the complainant or witnesses is
prohibited. Any retaliation or victimization can be treated as a
separate violation under the law.

* Penalties: Failure to comply with the provisions of the SH Act can
result in penalties for employers.



Women Personnel in the

Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs)




* Recently, the Minister of State for Home Affairs informed Lok Sabha
that 4,138 women personnel are likely to be recruited in the CAPFs
and Assam Rifles in 2025.



Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF)

e These play a crucial role in maintaining internal
security and border protection, and work
under the Union Home Ministry.

e These include seven paramilitary forces,
namely:

Assam Rifles

Border Security Force (BSF)

Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)

Sashastra Seema Bal (S5B)

Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)

Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)

National Security Guard (NSG) special task

force.
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 Current Status/Representation

 Women currently make up 4.4% of the 9.48 lakh-strong CAPFs and
Assam Rifles.

* The number of women personnel in CAPFs had almost tripled in the 10
years from 2014 to 2024, while the percentage remained low.

* The CISF has the highest representation of women at 7.02%,
followed by SSB (4.43%), BSF (4.41%), ITBP (4.05%), Assam Rifles
(4.01%), and CRPF (3.38%).

* They are involved in border patrolling, anti-Naxal operations, and
disaster response, among other duties.



Rafale-Marine (Rafale-M)



Rafale M vs Rafale: How are they different

Feature Rafale M Rafale
Airframe Strengthened for carrier landings Standard airframe
Wing Foldable Non-foldable
Tailhook Yes No
Radar Maritime-optimized Standard radar
: o lyd &
Weapons iiEsiRs ol AR, el Standard range of weapons
ship missiles
Mission Carrics opecation: Air superiority, ground attack,

air-to-air refueling




International Debt
Report 2024



* Recently released, World Bank’s "International Debt Report 2024"
highlights a worsening debt crisis for developing nations, with 2023
marking the highest debt servicing levels in two decades, driven by
rising interest rates and economic challenges.

* Also, earlier in June 2024, a UNCTAD report, "A World of Debt 2024
A Growing Burden to Global Prosperity"”, highlighted a severe global
debt crisis impacting the world.



« What are the Key Findings of the International Debt Report, 20247

* Rising Debt Levels:

« The total external debt of Low- and Middle-Income countries (Developing
or LMICs) reached a record USD 8.8 trillion by the end of 2023, marking
an 8% increase since 2020.



International Cheetah
Day



* Every year 4th December is marked as International Cheetah Day
since 2010. The day is dedicated to emphasizing global efforts to
prevent the cheetah's extinction and promote its conservation.

 American zoologist, Dr. Laurie Marker, founder of the Cheetah
Conservation Fund in 1991, designated this day in honor of Khayam, a
cheetah she raised.
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« They are the world’s fastest land mammals, found in parts of Africa and Asia.

« They have vanished from over 75% of their historic range in Africa, with their
population declining by more than 30% in the past two decades.

 Namibia has the world's largest population of cheetahs.



Top 10 MCQ_ from
today’s session



 Which article of the Indian Constitution authorized the use of Hindi in

the proceedings of the High Court of Rajasthan in 19507
HRAT FITUTH T HleT T 3efese 1950 FH T 3T
=TT <hr EFRfIH'é?f H EE & 39T A ARSI FAT 87

* A. Article 343 / 3-17-I_&T:{ 343

B. Article 348(2) / 3eTeoe 348(2)
C. Article 351 / m 351

D. Article 356 / m 356




* What is the primary objective of the Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidheyak Bill,
20247

ARAT agar [a8a, 2024 FT AT 36527 FAT 87
* A. Promoting international air travel /3-13?‘!"@'«'1’ 331? qTET 6l doldl

et

B. Simplifying aviation personnel licensing / AT sEAT & H’IS@'\‘T
& AL ATl .

C. Regulating air traffic control /3113" I IGRGEENEEIRGIGE GG
CX O]

D. Introducing private airlines in India / HRd & fasit QTIWIE?IT $Y
V3T AT




* Universities in India can now admit students twice a year under new
guidelines. What are the two admission periods?

AR H TaRafdcery 79 &g A & dgd a¥ # ar §R
BTAT I YU ¢ Hohd g1 T ST YT AT T &1 872

* A. May/June and November/December / IEI‘\T-I' k| 8 CCRVAT-X s CKd
B. July/August and January/February / 2! /379 3R

C. April/May and September/October / H‘ﬁﬂ'/ﬂ? 3T ﬁ?lﬁ?/&ﬁ-?j?
D. March/April and October/November / AT/ 3R WIFIHET



* Nepal sighed an agreement with China for building the Trans-Himalayan
Multi-Dimensional Connectivity Network (THMDCN). What is a major
concern for India regarding this project?

ATl o dieT o TTY CTH-TGHATITT HdI-SISHUATT HaiiFeiael
Aea® (THMDCN) & fAToT & o Fwsiiar framl sa o
P SRt SR ol HET [T a1 §7?

* A. Economic instability in the region / 813 & 3nfd=+ 3rfeuar

B. Environmental degradation / 9ITaR0iR_I &10T
C. Security concerns near sensitive border areas / ageTefier AT &=

¥ qrE geaT fRdan
D. Trade imbalance with China / HleT & AT UTUR MFITFI'




* What are the two main components of China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI)?

AT &1 de¢ T s sfAfIUfed (BRI) & & A& T FT 87

* A. Maritime Economic Corridor and Trade Road / 'GF{I_,@' NP
IfART 3R IR Aer

B. Silk Road Economic Belt and 21st Century Maritime Silk Road / e
AT SHAAS dec IR 2147 T F1 T Red Vs

C. Global Trade Route and Digital Silk Road 73‘7’533? SR AT 3R
Efoea e Uz

D. Eurasian Trade Network and Maritime Connectivity Road / 213@'4?
MR Aca® I FHN FafFefad O3




* The SHe-Box Portal was launched by which Indian Ministry?
SHe-Box MIcel Tohd HRAT HAATGTT GART olled fohdT I1AT UT?
* A. Ministry of Law and Justice / faf&r AR SO FATET

B. Ministry of Home Affairs / 3[§ HATAA
C. Ministry of Women and Child Development / FI'%T'IT I 9T

ICEQL I E D] ‘
D. Ministry of Labour and Employment / 31H 3T VSeIR AT




* What percentage of representation do women currently have in India’s
Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs)?

T FET TALT GfeTd Tl (CAPFs) H adHATT H A3 &
Erféﬁf??l_cr foraer gfaera §2

*A.4.4%
B. 5.5%
C. 6.2%
D.7.1%




* The International Debt Report 2024 revealed an increase in external
debt for developing countries. What is the total debt reported for low-
and middle-income countries?

FAWTET HOT RAE 2024 71 fawraefier ¢of & fow argdr ot
H e a7 gemar far| rT 3R 7Eae 3 arer g & fo

Fol “HUT el SATIT T &7

. A. USD 6.5 trillion
B. USD 7.8 trillion
C. USD 8.8 trillion
D. USD 9.2 trillion




* Which country has the world’s largest population of cheetahs?

fre ger # gfeiar 3 Jdr I 90 I HEET §7?
e A. South Africa / ST8Y0T 3TShIehT
B. Namibia / aATHIfaT

C. Botswana / SicqdTreIT
D. India / AR



* On which date is International Cheetah Day observed annually?

R Aar fgaw gfday fva ai@ 1 AAR=T SATar g7

e A. 1st December / 1 fd@eR
B. 3rd December / 3 fdH@eR
C. 4th December / 4 fgHER
D. 5th December / 5 feHeR



Word of the day

Complaisant:

showing a cheerful willingness to do favours for
others

Synonymes: obliging

Usa €. He was a complaisant worker.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
complaisantpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /kam'plersant/




 Myth: Humans have only five
senses.
Burst: While sight, hearing, smell,
taste, and touch are the most
recognized senses, humans have
many others, such as balance
(vestibular system), temperature
(thermoception), pain
(nociception), and even body
position (proprioception).
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