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dam rebuilding
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on State’s stability
to draw investors

KOLKATA

Mamata ce highlighted
Bengal's political stability and
Strike-free environment as key
factors for investment during
the 8th Bengal Giobal Business
Summit in Kolkata on
Wednesday. % PAGE 2

where Dalits and marginalised
communities hold leadership
Positions across India at Jaiglal

60% polling recorded in Delhi election

Parties complain about Model Code of Conduct
violations; police say issues have been resolved

elhi

recorded

he high-s
by ealy o risa & updatas
continue to come In from
pollis s.
in the 2020 Assembly
election, the turnout was
62.59%, while in 2015, it
was even higher at 67.47%.
Political parties com-
plained about violations of
the Model Code of uct
in Chirag Delhi, Jangpura,
Farsh Bazaar,  and
Seelampur.
However, the Dethi Pol-
ice did not register any
case on the basis of these

allegations, saying that
they had been resolved.
There are clase contests

expected in several high-
profile constituencies, in-
Cluding New Delhi where
former Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal of the Aam
il take o

ed on Wed . Whlle
voted alony
with his family, Chief e
Tister Atishi and other se-
nlor leaders also voted. BfP

the BJP's Delhi chief Viren-
dra Sachdeva also cast
cotes.

Polling began at 7 a.m.
and officially ended at &
p.m., with an electorate of
more than 1.56 crore voters
deciding the fate of 699
candidates across 70 con-
stituencies.  Vodng _ was

single

Bidhuri, Mr. Verma, and

Phase, with 13,766 polling

AAP is fighting for a consecutive third term, while
BJP is looking to form govt. in Delhi after 28 years

returm: AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal with his family members
after casting their vote on Wednesday. SUTHL RIUAR VERMA

stations including 733 auxi-
liary polling stations set up
locations ac:

The city. Over 50,000 Delht
police personnel were de-
Ployed on the X
with 200 parami

tary teams.
Among the constituen-

Exit polls predict
victory for BJP in
national capital

NEW DELII

Inesday predictad the
return of the Bharatiya Janata
Party {EJF) and its allies to
power in Delhi after 27 years,
while peojecting that the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) would stand
second and the Congress =
distant third. 3 Pa

53.04% of voters exercised
thelr franchise in Mehraull.

voter participation,
some improvement this
vear, registering a 59.30%

turnout.
The AAP is fighting for a
third term,

cles,
the turnout at 69%
by 1 p.m.. while only

while the BJP is looking to
form the government in

Delhi after 28 years. The
Congress, which has won
zero seats in the last de-

sages had resonated with
voters and woi assure
them the victory.

profile contests

Former CM Kejriwal faces the sons of two former
CMs: Parvesh Sahib Singh and Sandeep Dikshit

ticipate in this festival of
democracy with full enthu-
al

prdo=3

my special wishes to all the
young friends who are go-
ing to vote for the

Other key
are form. =Y
Manish Sisodia’s Jangpura

where the BJP has
felled Yarvider - Skoghh
Marwah and the
nominee ia Fachad Surt.
Gurent Chifef Minister At
om
mu}. ueyendmg it from
former BIP Ramesh
Bidhuri and the Congress's
Alka Lamba.
several candidates start-
ed their day before the
opened, paying thelr
respects at religious places.
Ahead of the election,

time. fun
vote, then refreshment!~
he

The Delhi CEO had
made arrangements for vo-
ters, including the provi-
sion of refreshments with-

in polling stations. As
voters trickled into
party workers and resident

WhatsApp groups.

O MAJOR COMPLAINTS
»PAGES

birth
event in Patna. » PAGE 2

dnag trade and directed
security agencies to target
“zero infiltration”. » PAGE &

Fort William in

100 Indians deported from U.S. for illegal entry
arrive in Amritsar on military transport plane

NEW DELHI

wide-bodsed alrcraft
Ofthe 'S, Alf Force 1anded
in the Guru Ram Dass Jee

suspects
orities
means to enter the coun-
ry.

as Vijay Durg

puUBAL
Fort William, ha\dqulrkﬂ of

h
the previous assess-
ment of over 200 passen-
gers, saying that the dight
carried a litde more than

pass:

the Eastern

more
Additonally, Kt: cuse
is House, and

100 engers as “large-
scale depos flights™

do.
According sources
ivy to the nature of the
the

handed over to the Punjab
Police soon after they land-

AUS. Air Foroe plane carmying Indians Lands in Amritsar on Wiednesday, SEUTERS

;hmugn a military alrcraft
thi

St George's Gate is Shivaji
Gate » PAGE &

on the special
fAlight, the individuals on
board the aircraft were

as this was
the et e the US, had
carried out such a deporta-
ton with one of its biggest

and Punjab. Commercial

taxis and airlines were be-

Amritsar. The passengers

were being sent home by

special aircraft to the Na-
Honal Capital Region as
well as Gujarat as several
citizens from the

Trump vows to take

-+

over Gaza Strip and
resettle Palestinians

Reuters
WASHINGTON

us. President Donald

vowed on Tuesday

take ov-

Gaza

Strip after Palestinians are
resettled elsewhere and

Trump to discuss the wel-
fare of both sides.

Six States resolve against UGC’s new draft regulation

BENGALURU

©On Wednesday. Ministers
lor mgner n and
from

In their resolution,
the States said thas che BIF.

o is
trying to push its ideology
through the new

e o passed a joint re-
draft

of high-
er education institutions
the v Educa-

outcome of

The Maharashtra repre-
sentative, who was to vir-
tually attend the conclave,
was unable to continue
due to technical glitches.

Kashmir Mi-

Minister

hand, herala “Tamil Nadu,

Higher
M.C. Sudhakar.

He claimed that even
some parties which are in
alliance with the BJP have

their

partidipated and came out

with a 15-point resolution,

urging the Centre to with-

draw the new draft regula-
£

to the UGC draft regula-
tions, including Telugu De-
sam Party In Andhra Pra-
desh, Janata Dal United

Power play: The States say that the 89-led Centre is trying to
push its sdeology through the new regulations

UDU) and

hold a b

Party (LJP-Ram Vilas) of Bi-

tion with states. We will
wait for UGC's decision
and take a call on the next
course of action,”
Sudhakar.

and it cannot override the
State. “In his regulation.
the States have n
the sppolntment of Viea:
Chancellors and the Gover-
nor has been given com-
plete power. However, all
the functions including de-
velopment of infrastruc-
ture of the universities, re-

We are confident
and the Union Education
At % rec
and invite all the States for
a decailed deliberation.”
the Minister
Govi Chezhiaan, Minis-
ter for Higher Education,
Tamil Nadu, pointed out

Kerala. ~This is the
Centre’s move to under-
mine elected state govern-

accountability of higher
educ: stitutions.

Mr. Kumar added that

only o

said Mr.  that theirs was the frst

State to a in

He said that the UGC is  the Assembly against the
the v body new followed

they
feedback and would work

s

;. @@

will own it (Gaza
and be responsible

Seriy
for dismantling all of the

Prime Minister
ecanyahu
The announcement fol-
lowed Mr. Trump's shock
proposal earlier on Tues-
flay for the permanent re-
settlement of Palestinians
from Gaza to neighbouring
couneries, calling the en-
clave where the
phase of a ceasenre
lx ln effect — a “demolition

e e US. will take over

ponsible for dismantling
all of the dangerous unex-
ploded bombs and other
weapons on the site.”

“If it's necessary, we'll
do that, we're going to take
over that piece, we're go-
Ing to develop i, create

thousan:

that the entire Middle

ing
East can be very proud of,”

Mr. Trump )
who would live there, the
could

Trump was “thinking out-
side the box with fresh
ideas™ and was “showing

bombs and other
weapons on the site

DONALD TRUMP

earlier re-
pe.ned s o o Jordan,
and  other Arab

states to take in Gazans,

hearly 16 months of & de-
vasullng war.

But this time Mr. Trump
said he would support re-

be fiercely opposed by
Washington's Western al-
;}.su‘ouemmmsse
cond term, Mr. Trump
osting Mr. Nmnyahu o
discuss the Gaza fire,
raeli-Saudi normalisation.

s

to

RELA’
» PAGE 14,15




Six States resolve agalnst UGC’s new draft regulation

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

On Wednesday, Ministers
for Higher Education and
their representatives from
six States passed a joint re-
solution opposing the draft
of the University Grants
Commission Regulations,
2025, and grading of high-
er education institutions
based on the New Educa-
tion Policy, 2020.

This was the outcome of
the conclave of State High-
er Education Ministers,
2025, hosted by Karnataka.
Representatives from Hi-
machal Pradesh, Jhark-
hand, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana and Karnataka
participated and came out
with a 15-point resolution,
urging the Centre to with-
draw the new draft regula-

tions. In their resolution,
the States said that the BJP-
led Union government is
trying to push its ideology
through the new
regulations.

The Maharashtra repre-
sentative, who was to vir-
tually attend the conclave,
was unable to continue
due to technical glitches.
The Jammu & Kashmir Mi-
nister communicated that
they could not take part
due to emergency meet-
ings, said Karnataka’s
Higher Education Minister
M.C. Sudhakar.

He claimed that even
some parties which are in
alliance with the BJP have
expressed their objection
to the UGC draft regula-
tions, including Telugu De-
sam Party in Andhra Pra-
desh, Janata Dal United

Power play: The States say that the BJP-led Centre is trying to
push its ideology through the new regulations.

(JDU) and Lok Janshakti
Party (LJP-Ram Vilas) of Bi-
har. West Bengal has con-
stituted an expert commit-
tee to look into it.

“We have urged the Un-
ion government to imme-
diately withdraw them and

hold a collective consulta-
tion with states. We will
wait for UGC’s decision
and take a call on the next
course of action,” said Mr.
Sudhakar.

He said that the UGC is
only the regulatory body

and it cannot override the
State. “In this regulation,
the States have no power in
the appointment of Vice-
Chancellors and the Gover-
nor has been given com-
plete power. However, all
the functions including de-
velopment of infrastruc-
ture of the universities, re-
cruitment, salary and
other rules are carried out
by the State governments.
We are confident that UGC
and the Union Education
Ministry will reconsider
and invite all the States for
a detailed deliberation,”
the Minister added.

Govi Chezhiaan, Minis-
ter for Higher Education,
Tamil Nadu, pointed out
that theirs was the first
State to pass a resolution in
the Assembly against the
new regulations, followed

Kerala. “This is the
Centre’s move to under-
mine elected state govern-
ments and take over state
universities. Tamil Nadu
has always prioritised edu-
cation and social justice,
but these rules go against
the interests of students.”

UGC chairman reply
Meanwhile, UGC Chairman
M. Jagadesh Kumar, said
the regulations “aim to en-
sure the highest standards
by introducing a more in-
clusive and transparent se-
lection process”.

He said they “seek to
uphold the autonomy and
accountability of higher
education institutions.”

Mr. Kumar added that
they welcome constructive
feedback and would work
collaboratively.




 States Opposing UGC's Draft Regulation | qGﬂ?ﬁ & AGler AT
T AT FIA aret T

* On Wednesday, Higher Education Ministers from six states passed a
joint resolution against the University Grants Commission (UGC)
Regulations 2025.

B¢ Usdl & 3= ey ARl o faeafagrery e
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* The states include Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Kerala,
Himachal Pradesh, and Jharkhand.
- 3 oAl H Felcsh, dAATS, Aae, Hd, FATaa wer 3
ZIREs afAe §
* The ministers demanded that the Centre withdraw the new
regulations, calling them an attempt to centralize higher education.

- AT A Fg ¥ A¢ ATAT F qOF AF Hr ART H AR T I
faram & 0T H1 gITE TaET|



 States argue that education is a state subject and the Centre should
not interfere in university administration.

- US4l &1 aF g & fam e s &1 Qv § 3k &g =
faeafacarers gemasT # gEAaIT Ag FIAT AR

* Tamil Nadu Minister Govi Chezhian stated that these rules
undermine elected state governments.

- dffees & @ M A F Fa F T RAyw @{ERa s
TIFRT FT FHAR FS S



* Maharashtra and Jammu & Kashmir Could Not Participate | AGRTSC

IR FFA-FAR Fr ARG €

* The Maharashtra representative faced technical issues and could
not attend the conclave.

- AgRrse & gfafafer & awedlhT TaATamst FT GHaT =T 937 3R
do& & afae a8 & IF

* The Jammu & Kashmir Minister could not participate due to
emergency meetings.

» SFA-FHR F TN ATITHNT dSHT F FROT HET 781 o TH|



* Political Opposition Beyond Non-BJP States | ddt ggareh ol &1 T Qe

* Interestingly, even some BJP allies opposed the UGC draft regulations, including the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) in Andhra Pradesh and the Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) in Bihar.

. fATTET 919 I8 § F H9UT F F& Al ot o Y gt Jater gAY
#1 faer frar, e 3y e H Ao Jaw gl () ik fer A
Wwﬁ-‘dtﬂﬁ(mﬁ’n%ﬂﬁﬂ%

* West Bengal has formed an expert committee to examine the issue.

+ qREA T F 3H Hge A AT ¥ v vw Adws afafy a8 B



UGC Chairman’s Response | TSIl 3reqeT Y giafshar

UGC Chairman M. Jagadesh Kumar stated that the regulations aim to ensure higher
standards and transparency.

+ FSIRN HETET UA. SEIGIT FAR o g & F YA 329 A== 3R
IRERiaT gfafRad & & Tow qame v §)

He claimed that these rules uphold the autonomy and accountability of higher
education institutions.

. 3egl TEaT AT F A AT 3T e geUE A T 3 saEed)
& 9010 @ T

The UGC is open to constructive feedback and collaborative discussions.

- TSl WeTeA® gaAmal AR wganh w=iE ¥ far dur 8



* . Future Course of Action | 3TTasT &Y AIST=T

« @ States will wait for UGC's final decision before deciding their next course of action.
- ST ST & fad Avia &1 saer #3Er 3R 39S a6 396l 3rerell wEifa
aT L
@ A collective consultation with all states may be held to review the new regulations.

- WY TSAT & WY v w@Efed WA RAT ST GFar § arfe ae fAgAr
g Y S I

@ If the Centre does not reconsider, states may explore legal or legislative measures.

Mﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁiﬂﬂﬁm ar s Fhefe a1 fAurl Few 3o W AR
|






International Practices to Govern Education System

= United States: State and local governments set educational standards, while the federal
department focuses on financial aid and equal access.

Canada: Education is managed by the provinces.
Germany: Legislative powers for education rest with the Lander (states).

South Africa: Two national departments govern education, with provincial departments
handling local implementation.

Finland’s Model of Governance: Unlike many countries, Finland doesn't rely on standardized
tests. The system emphasises collaboration among schools, teachers, and students, fostering

a supportive learning environment.
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DMK govt. will crush
BJP attempt to divide
people: T.N. Minister

CHENNAI

Minister for Hindu Reli-
Elous and Charitable: Bu-

Badsha Dargah had been
atop the hill for nearly 600

The BIP will lose votes
because of s unnece

ssary
create a reli-

Sekarbabn on Wednesday

nguage.

Addressing mediaper-
sons after i ongo-
Ing works at the Aadhi Pa-

temple in
Chennai, Mr. Sekarbabu
said Chief Minister

ram
living in total harmony.” he

He further said thar
there were seven
pertaining t the hill so far
— including one from 1920
when a m Madurai

tinue to be followed in the
{Subramania Swamy] tem-
ple.” the Minister said, ad-
ding the sikkandar

Sous divide in the State,
the Minister said, adding-
“Those who staged prot-
ests

Narcotics network backing
infilarators in J&K, says Shah

Union Home Minister directs all security =

st terrorisim by aiming for

the ‘zero infiltration’ goak he adds that it should be a goal to uproot the existence of terrorists

NEW DELHI

nion Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah on
said

dram cannot be termed as
Hindu outfits. They be-
longed to the BIP.._~

Govt. : TNCC
Meanwhile, TNCC presi-
dent K. Selvaperunthagai
has said that leaders and

mania Swamy Temple and
the Sikkandar Badsha Dar-

at _Tirupparankun-
dram, where the Hindu

that the narcotics network
was providing support to
infiltrators and terrorists in
Jammu and XKashmir. He
said that there was a need

error
the procesds of m
trade.

M. Shah, who reviewed
the securit;

Routine scrutiny: Amit Shah chairs 3 high-level review meeting in

i

Y,
the Union Territory on
\Medn&dzy d.lr«led all se-

o step up

!he flght Agalnxl xerrorlxm
ro in-

fileration™ gml,

to take
more stringent action on
infiltration and acts of ter-

ror with a ruthl p-
proach. He said thar it
should goal to uproot

MNew Dethi on Wednesday on the security Situation In J&K. P

meeting was attend-

mir, Manoj Sinha; Union
Home Secretary Govind
Mohan; Bu-

Deka; Director-Gener

21 of Police J&K Natin
Prabhat; and other senior
officials. A day ago, M
Shah held a review meet-
ing with the Chief of the Ar-
my Staff, General Upendra
Dwivedi,

Mr. Shah directed the
agencies to make fresh ap-
pointments to the posts at
the Forensic Science Labo-
ratory in view of the timely

fthe new

Govt. warns officials
against using Al tools
due to security risks

NEW DELHI

y
artificial intelligence (AD
tools, including ChatGPT
and eek, on official
devices as they -
to the confidentiality of go-
vernment  data

Sam Altman, the CEO of

OpenAl, which operates
TGP, is curr

dia to meet prim Ninister

criminal Laws.
Emphasising the go-
vernment’s “policy of zero
tolerance™ against terro-
ism, the Minister directed
all sécurity agencies to re-
main vigilant and continue
to work in synergy to <l
inate Jammu

reau Director Tapan Ku-

and Kashmir.

government
been too soft on religious
and caste ousfits that had
been trying to create dis-
turbances in ty.
~After aussng riols ln
yodhya
port in Ayodhya In the pre-
vious [2024] Lok Sabha

election. the groups are
now creating trouble in Ti-
rupparankundram. In
north India, religious

ics propagated by |
Parivar] is losing
Now attempts are being
made to destroy religious

ate a riot-

cre.
Hize sinuation by bringing
people from outside to act
against the interests of pe-
ople living in Tirupparan-
kundram.” he added.

isangh
its sheen_

Row over actor Rahul Solapurkar’s
remarks on Shivaji’'s escape from Agra

MUMBAL

A recent claim by actor Ra-
hul Solapurkar regarding

e,
Shivaji Maharaj's famed es-
cape was not achieved us-

g

Rahut Solapariar

ing sweet asis

Mughal emperor Aurang-
zeb’s commanders. This
assertion has sparked out-
rage among historians, ac-
tivists, and admirers of the
Maratha ki

s remo-
val from the m.lslee post.
o the back-

popularly believed, but
rather by bribing several of

Iash the actor tamed avi.

fgree if his remarks had hurt
the sentiments of Shivaj
Maharaj's admirers.
Following the protest,
the Pune police have
helghtened security mea-
de resi-

the legacy of Chhatrapati
Shivaji

DeepSeek. " developed

by China, was launched in

‘circutar, accessed

by m Hindu, was issued

it of Ex-

pendmne (Dolz) on Janu-
ary 29,

Risks to

The Do issued a circular on
Jsnuary 29, cutlining the risks
assccisted with Al toots. A5>

Indian servers.

will soon be hosung open
soure
sewers. st will addreas

“It has been determined
that Al tools and Al Apps
(such as ChatGPT, Deep-
fice compu-

sks

Tents. It is, therefove, ad
vised tha AL
tools/Al applications on of-
fice devices be strictly
avoided. This may

brought to the notice of i
employees. This issue has

order by Pradecp Kurnar
Singh. “joint  Secretary,

20 Gn January 30, Ashwin
lon Minister

would soon be hosted on

pr
vacy,” Mr. Vaishnaw had
said.

The DoE's circular

. organised a train-
1ne sescion for ofciats i
the rank of Joint Secretary
and below. including Di-
rectors and Deputy Secre-

on the use of

The circular to DoPT of-
ficlals was sent on October
10, 2024, and the training

from October 14

1o 16 of the same year in se-
ven batches. It remains un-
clear whether other Minis-
tries or Central
government departments
received similar orders res-
the use of Al tools.

Pakistan wants to resolve all
issues with India, including
Kashmir; through talks: Sharif

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Shehbaz sharif on Wednes-
day said the country
to resolve all issues, 1“M
ing Kashmir, with
ke as e reltoar.
ed his “unwavering" sup-
for the Kashmiri
people.
Mr. Sharif made the re-

Shehbaz Shard

a dialogue.” he added, re-
ferring to the revocarion of

nister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
akistan.

ty and violenc

peatedly told Pakistan that

nlon Terl‘llorls nf
Kashmir

ties n the two coun-
tries nosedived after India

“India should come out
of the thinking of Augusz 5,
2019, and fulfil promises
made to the UN and launch

re
1999, which was agreed
upon when then-Prime Mi-

e 370.
M. Sharif also accused
India of amassing wea-
pons. saylng that acoumu-
lation of arms would not
bring peace or changs the
fate of people of this re-
gion. He urged India to be
wise, saying the way to
progress was peace.

Stryker infantry vehicle deal with the U.S.
progresses; Javelin to be re-demonstrated

NEW DELHI

Agamst the backdrop of
Donald

Minister Narendra Modl
that I buy more
military equipment from

the pipeline are in focus,
among them the deal for
co-production of Stryker
infanery combat vehicles.

strated for the Indian Army
and negodations are mak-
ing progress, according to

high-alttude conditions of

lin's performance was not
at the optmum level,
which was due to the age of
the system that being used
and repeat trials are ex-

Infantry carrier: A Stryker armoured vehicle used by the U.S. Army
Guring their final days in Iraq. FILE PHOTO

pected to validate that. In-

ATGMs mounted on infan-
try combat vehicles, sever-

al defence orﬁdns slau.ed

frture, it has been learnt.

Assembling in India
The envisaged plan, ac-
cording to sources, is the
procurement  of  few

hundred vehicles in two
stages. Direct import of
small number of Strykers
In the first stage and i-

manufacture of a
Bulk of them, with some
customisations, in India
likely by defence lic
sector undertaking Bharat

during bilateral exercises.

West Asia crisis must not be allowed to undermine IMEC: Greek Minister

Suhasini
NEW DELHI

Greece fully supports the

and Jordan, which will be
discussed during the talks.

He said Greece is work-
ing towards doubling trade

the IMEC that was
launched on the sidelines
of the G20 Summit in Del-
hi by India. the U.S.. the

india-Middle
Economic Corridor (lMu:)

and
with India and plans to

ru
wants direct flights
to begin and more visas to
be issued.

~The ongolng crisis in
the AMiddle East has de-

Union, ce,
Germany, Italy. Mauritius_
the UAE, and Saudi Arabia,
for a trade route from
\l\‘enern Yol v iz A

UAE, Sau-
8 ArSbia, jordan and 1s-
rael

Geonge Gerapetritis

flict In West Asia, and the laved the project’s plan- No meeting yet Rafah, combined with the
israel-Gaza war in  ning but notbe al-  Despite the new in Syria, re-
lowed to the of stipulat-  present a ant turn-

hind  ing that the stakeholders  ing point and leave room

In an inte:
view to The Hindu, Mr. Ge-
rapetritis, who has arrived
in Delhi for Foreign Office

would meet “within 60

du about the viability of

“The ceasefires in Gaza

nd and the
opening of the crossing in

for hope that the conflicts
subside,”

rent two-year elected term
as a member of the United
Nations Security Council.

During a visit to India in
Greek

Mitsotakis  ha irched
Greece as the “gateway to
Europe” for Indian t
over the IM

he
lnldal IMEC project pro.

posal
oo ois phacus port. along
with Italy’s Messina and
France’s Marseille, as pos-
sible ports on the IMEC
route.

More recent reports
have also suggested thac
the Adani Group, which
runs other ports on the
proposed IMEC route, in-

in Israel, was seeking ter-
minals in Greek ports like
Kavala and Volos.

. Gerapetritis sides-
tepped a specific question

on whether a deal for those
ports was in the

Greece’s aspiration to be
the gateway of the
breaking IMEC Cosridor in-
to the European market,”
he replied.

Bilateral

trade
Trade between India and
Greece stood at $1.9 billion
tes

struction materials, food &

beverages, renewable
energy”, Mr. Gerapetritis
said, indicating that trade
would pick up at a faster

lia-
Trade Agreement talks are
conc!
direct

The:
flights berween India and

Greece despite an Air Ser-
vices Agreement coming
ineo force in 2022.

lates in Mumbai and Ben-

galuru  would be a
“gamechanger~.
Migration policy

about the issue of -

legal immigration, ~with
und,
ed ndian o

plans
from Indian and Greek air-

flights, and look for-
ward to their mence-
1" the Greek Foreign

opening the new consu-

and India are negotiating a

of under-
standing on migration and
mobility.

“Owverall, we apply a
strict but fair migration

irregular

migration into legal and or-

derly palhways of human
Gerapetritis

by

Anterview is available at

newsth live/greekminister)

amx




Stryker infantry vehicle deal with the US.
progresses; Javelin to be re-demonstrated

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Against the backdrop of
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s remarks to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
that India should buy more
military equipment from
them and amid the upcom-
ing visit of Mr. Modi to
Washington DC next week,
several defence deals in
the pipeline are in focus,
among them the deal for
co-production of Stryker
infantry combat vehicles.

The performance of
Stryker in high-altitude
conditions was demon-
strated for the Indian Army
and negotiations are mak-
ing progress, according to
sources in the know.

The Stryker, manufac-
tured by General Dynam-
ics, has been evaluated in
high-altitude conditions of

Ladakh last September-Oc-
tober and the report has
subsequently been shared
with the Army Headquar-
ters for further action, ac-
cording to the sources.
The performance of the
vehicles was demonstrated
in high-altitude conditions
between 13,000 and
18,000 feet which also saw
the testing of the Javelin
Anti-Tank Guided Missile
(ATGM), two sources said.
And given some shortcom-
ings, last month a commu-
nication was sent and re-
trials are now awaited any-
time, the sources stated.
The Stryker with its dou-
ble-V hull performed opti-
mally, one of the sources
said, adding that the Jave-
lin’s performance was not
at the optimum level,
which was due to the age of
the system that being used
and repeat trials are ex-

Infantry carrier: A Stryker armoured vehicle used by the U.S. Army

F |

during their final days in Iraqg. FILE PHOTO

pected to validate that. In-
dia has already sent a com-
munication to the U.S. side
asking for repeat demon-
stration of the Javelin,
another source said, and
the schedule is being
worked out.

The Army has identified
a key requirement for
ATGMs mounted on infan-
try combat vehicles, sever-

al defence officials stated.
However, the Stryker var-
iant with the Javelin ATGM
is under development and
is expected to be demon-
strated to India in the near
future, it has been learnt.

Assembling in India

The envisaged plan, ac-
cording to sources, is the
procurement of few

hundred vehicles in two
stages. Direct import of
small number of Strykers
in the first stage and li-
cense manufacture of a
bulk of them, with some
customisations, in India
likely by defence public
sector undertaking Bharat
Earth Movers Limited.

The Stryker deal is ex-
pected to figure in the con-
versations during Mr. Mo-
di’s U.S. visit along with the
deal for license manufac-
ture of General Electric
F-414 jet engines in India
and the long delays in de-
liveries of the F-404 en-
gines for the Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA)-Mk1A which
has delayed the delivery
and induction schedule.

The U.S. has in the past
demonstrated both the
Stryker as well as Javelin
ATGM to the Indian Army
during bilateral exercises.




« Defence Deal Progress | T&TT Hig &1 gerfar

* India and the U.S. are progressing on a deal for the co-production of Stryker infantry
combat vehicles.

- 3R AR AN FeEa Yo A1 d31F dREl F WE-3cUGA F Hla W
yarfa T I &

* This deal is expected to be discussed during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s upcoming
visit to Washington, D.C.

Jg Gler TaaaEE adg A & e arfdered Al gEr & e |t
mﬁwmaﬁm%l




|8 MADE IN USA: All about the Stryker armoured vehicles

Remote Weapon
System:
Machine gun
or grenade
launcher

Crew & Squad:
A crew of two and
nine-man infant

...........................

Engine:
Caterpillar
C7. 350 hp.

Source: MilRtary com

HULL: High, hard
steel, spall liner,
RPG protection and
bolt-on ceramic
armour

Stryker is a
family of

eight-wheel-drive
combat vehicles built for §
the US Army by GDLS -
Canada and the General
Dynamics Land Systems £
Division, US. o






TANK KILLERS

» Anti-tank guided missiles
(ATGMs) are meant to
destroy advancing enemy
armoured units

» Range from shoulder-

» Army has a shocking
60% shortage in its
‘authorised holding' of ATGMs

» Big operational gap,
especially on the western
front with Pakistan

» Army demanding
3rd-generation ATGMs with

.
Bl e L e A e oA p l o .

night-fighting capabilities &
higher range for a decade
» Defence Acquisitions
Council in June 2009 gave
nod for 8,356 ATGMs, 321
launchers & 15 simulators
for 3,200 crore

» This included
<& transfer of

infantry battalions
making do with
2nd-Generation Mian
(2 km)
& Konkurs

(4 km)

ATGMs

technology to Bharat Dynamics
for mass production
» Israeli company Rafael’s
Spike ATGM underwent trials
in a single-vendor situation.
Tender scrapped in late-2017
» Separate process to acquire
Javelin ATGMs from
. US also didn't




* Performance Testing in High-Altitude Conditions | Uﬁﬁ' 9T el qdretor

* The Stryker, manufactured by General Dynamics, was tested by the Indian Army in
high-altitude conditions in Ladakh between 13,000 and 18,000 feet.

+ el SEATAFH garT fAffa TR t I ARAT AT aRT degr@ A
13,000 ¥ 18,000 ®T & Far$ qX gdiaror Far a=m)

* The vehicle performed optimally, but the Javelin Anti-Tank Guided Missile (ATGM) did
not perform at its best due to the system’s age.

qigel A 3chve vgele faa, mmwaﬁm@mﬁ? ATGM)
ﬁmaﬁwwﬁawﬁm#wm:ﬁﬁm (



* Re-Demonstration of Javelin ATGM | SAdafelsT ATGM &T EGE geale

* India has requested the U.S. for a repeat demonstration of the Javelin ATGM to
validate its effectiveness.

¢ HRA o JAdfeld ATGM T FHTTAfTedr Fr A0S Fla & foT 3ARFT &
SHS QeT: WaRle &7 3 R g

* The U.S. is expected to demonstrate a more advanced variant of the Javelin to India.

- UYFd T IANFT 0T 1 Fafaa &1 & 30w 37 e REm
Y IrSTAT I T&T B



Procurement & Assembly in India | ARd HA @wlig 3T rddelr

The plan includes importing a small number of Strykers in the first stage, followed by
licensed manufacturing in India.

o ANSAT F TEA Yool WOT H F& FCRF Al F1 Yod&T JAT AR 39F I 9Ra H asdw
grea AT fRar Sreem|

Bharat Earth Movers Limited (BEML), a defence public sector enterprise, may lead the
production in India.

« HRA 7Y AT fAALS (BEML), & W& e 3UHA, HRA H 3cUGT FT Aded FT AFHT gl

The deal aligns with India’s ‘Make in India’ and defence modernization initiatives.

* I WlaT R A AF 3 3BAT AR W@ smyfAhERer wEel F T B



* Broader Defence Cooperation | cdT9<h T&TT qgarer

* This deal is expected to be discussed along with the license
manufacturing of General Electric F-414 jet engines in India.
. Tl & T IRT H Tl SoiFecd Th-414 AT Solall & ABAH
%‘m g7 off ==l g Y 3FAIE &1
* The delay in F-404 jet engines for India’s Light Combat Aircraft (LCA)
Mk1A is also a concern.

-+ A & §od a3 @A (LCA) MkIA F fAT UF-404 ST gofelt A
ot off v Rar &1 fawT B



* Conclusion | sy

« @ The Stryker deal is a step towards strengthening India-U.S. defence cooperation
and enhancing India's infantry capabilities.

TS HlaT HRA-3ANFT 8T FEAT FY Aolgd I 3 HRA $r dga da
aﬁmaﬁaﬁaaﬁa?rﬁan#wm%l
© India seeks self-reliance in defence production, and this deal contributes to
domestic manufacturing.

%Ttmmﬁaﬂmﬁﬁwm% 3R 77 wier Mo AT A DrgE=
l

@ The upcoming discussions will shape future military collaborations between the
two nations.

. FAEMAT TEIT AT ot & g HAsy & AT FEAT ' 3FR S
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Modi takes a dip. says feeling
blessed to be at Maha Kumbh
Prime Minister Narendra Modi took a dip at the
Sangam on Wednesday, and said he felt ~blessed
to be at the Maha Kumbh™ where he was “filled
of devotion.” “Blessed to be at the

crores of others who have taken part in

K1 s aloo Alled with 5 spiris of devotons

Modi posted on X “May Maa Gangs bless all wuh

peace, wisdom, good health, and har

added. His trip lasted around 90 minutes. iy R

PAM travelled from the Prayagraj airport to
Sangem by hellcopees snd iager ¢ used a motolboax

0 and from the Arail Ghat.
by Urcar Pradesh Chicf Minister Yol Adity Adll)'annx.h

ML.P. CM rele: s five more
heetahs into the wild in Kuno

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on
released five cheetah: the

female Veera who gave birth to two cubs on
Tuesday. into the wild from their enclosures at
the Kuno National Park in Sheopur district. The
other cheetahs set free include Asha and her

already roam freely in the forest since they were
rele. cember 4. on
International Cheetah Day. Mr.

pictures from the
was a matter of great pleasure to see the
are gaining -d again and increasing the!
population in Madhya Pradesh.

Congress, Sikkim BJP oppose
plan to rebuild Teesta dam

Threat of disaster persists at the dam site. savs

Jairam Ramesh: approval granted despite concerns

related to environmental safety. structural integrity, and public consultation, says Sikkim BIP chief

NEW DELHI

he Congress on
Y N
disapproved of a

recent decision by an ex;

est committee of the Envi-
ronment Ministry to allow
the reconstruction of the

“The Indian National
Congr es
thoughtless cle. . The

-arance.
threat of disaster persists
at the dam site. There are
fiver is the lfctne of Sikl
granted on January 10,

2025, despite unresolved

mesh said in a post on X on
He re]aled to envi-

a letter from August 2024,  ronment structu
i which the Congress had  ral lnleyky . public
criticised the government  consultation,” the letter
for not allocating enough  read. -

money for irrigation and
flood control in the July

BIP leader demand-
P et

2024 Bu corded Environ-
Earlier this week, D.R.  ment Appraisal Committee
Thapa, the president of the  (EAC) be put on hoid until

Bhatatiya Janata Partys all pending scientific stu-

Sikkim unit, had written to  dies and a revised Probable

Prime Minister Narendra  Maximum Flood (PAF) as.
Modi and Mi- were

BUP chief D.R. Thapa in his fetter 10 the Centre said that the Teesta

ki, RITU RA KORWAR

ta, Glacial Lake Outburst
Flood

ditions tn the reglon. He al-
so called for a fresh
hearing on the issue.

Lifeline of Sikkim

~The Sikkim BJP believed
that while development
and infrastructure are es-
sential, they must be pur-
sued with scientific integri-

well-being of the region.”
the lecter read.

“We urge the Govern-
ment of India to act imme-
Jately; 6 prevent

r environmental af
human disasters in the
the letter under-

= dam,
powered the Teesta 3, the
State's biggest ‘opower
project, and killed at least
100 peocple in the process.

will be capable of

ecs), thri

As part of their apprai-
sal to relook the projects,
the EAC assessed studies

.
responsibility, and public

nm Bhupender Yadav
manding withdrawal of

the clearanice given to the fresh environmental im-
project. pact assessment Incorpo-
“This approval was rating updated climate da-

river is lhe lifeline of Sik-

kim, cision re-
garding 1t future mast
prioritise the safety, sus-

cainability, and ecological

by the
the risk from 1

where
glacial
the

catchment. Out of

Army’s Fort William
in Kolkata set to be
known as Vijay Durg

NEW DELHI

In the latest step toward
eliminating colonial prac-
tices and mindsets within
the armed forces, Fort Wil-
Liam in Kolkata, the head-
quarters of the Eastern Ar-
mmand, has been

erly known as
oree’s Gate. s now Shivan

W‘l.ng Commander Hi-
manshu Tiwari, the De-
fence Public Relations Of-
ficer in Kolkata, has said
the decision was made in
ber and all in-
el comm-ationg
have since ceased using
“Fort Willlam”, adopting
the new came intead. Ho-
vever, the official announ-
coment is sell pending.
Fort William, named af-
ter King William 111 of En-

cers gather at Fort
Wilkams in Kolkata during the
Army Day celebrations. AP

“vestiges of the colonial

has described as freedom
from the mentality of
stavery.
< Maxch 2022, while ad-
ng the top military
leadel’!h.lp at a
Gujarat, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi empha-
stsed the Importance of en-
hancing indigenisation in

rE. Is dertved from the
oldact fort along the Sind-
Maharash-

hudurg coast in
tra. It served as a naval

of mea-
sures aimed at removing

but also In the doctrines.
proced:
pra:nsed by the armed

He urged the three ser-
vices to “rid themselves of

legacy systems and practic-
es that have outlived utility
and relevance”.

House panel seeks SOPs
for timely completion of
spiritual tourism projects

NEW DELHI
Expressing _ disappoint-
ment over the slow pro-

a parliamentary commit.
tee has asked the govern-

ment to develop a “clear  tractional faret path. LE2 K
tng

Transport, Tourism
L\.lllure noted that

Leng trek: Pilgrims trekking through the Sathram Sabarimala

cHENNAL
Naruvi Hospitals, Vellore,

in collaboration with The
Hinde, is hosting a webinar
Ma

“pPrevent illness, promote
wellness™.

committee, headed by Ja-

Webinar on heavy
menstrual bleeding
to be held on Feb. 9

MAMAGEMENT OF
HEAVY MERSTRUAL
BLEEDIN

AIIMS across India facing
faculty shortage- 34% posts
vacant in New Delhi facility

J.P. Nadda savs

the recrultment
nursing officers in these in-

while the Com-

NEW DELHI
s stitutes,

The All India mon Exami-

Medical Sclences umm) continnons proc nation is conducted by &

across India are facing a
shortage of facuky mem-
bers.
As much as 34% of the

dluding 41% in Mangalagiri.
in Nagpus, and

kalyanL
The Minister said the

for appointments to Group
©  non-faculty
acancies. L

The Institute of National
Importance Combined En-
trance Test and the Inst-
tute of National lmpor-
tance Super-Specialty
examination is conducted
by it to select junior resi-
dents e -

tain prior dearances and of the  nata Dal(U) MP Sanjay Jha, araj, consultant, obstetrics | try revealed this earlier recruitment is a continu-  nior residents (academic)
approvals from relevant piritual circuits, five  said that st the time of the | Various toplcs d  gynaecology. will | this week in the Rajya S: ous process. In order to ex- these
s for timely com- m ye( to be completed out mands for Grants, During the webinar, emi- speak on ~Heavy bieeding | ha, while replying a iously fill € sanc- “The government
pletion of projects. of which two circuits in 24, it had been informed | nent speakers from Naruvi  in the reproductive age”. ques: Sanjeev Arora,  toned positions in various  Not want o recrult persons
The PRASHAD scheme  Kerala — Sabarimala-Eru-  that the reason for delays | Hospitals, Vellore, will The session willbe mod- | MP, on the shortage of fa-  AIIMS, steps have been ta-  for the sake of filling the
uses and i pa-S: in these two Kerala circuits | speak on various topics. erated by Hiba Marfam. and healthcare ser- ken by the government,” posts,” the Minister said at
identifying pilgrimage sites  circuit and Sivagiri Sree Na-  was lack of clearance from While Abraham Peedi- To register, vices in the ALIMS. his statement . a press conference recent-
across India for enrichl rayana Guru Ashram cir-  the temple authorities. cayil, senior consultant, visit heps: Union Health Minister The Minister said d 5.
the religious tourism expe- — are yet to be com- The panel gynae-oncology, will speak  mewsth_lives [ [ | yp. Nadda, in the cencr: sing OF- “The quality of people
rience. ple(edA that under the PRASHAD | on = uction to men- HIHIUIE or i ,i ‘ment, said mem was facul  Acer Recruitment Com- taken In matters, and we
The  Parliamentary In a report tabled in the  scheme, only 21 of 45 pro- | strual disorders and post  scan the QR - ty shortage in 12 partially  mon Eligibility Test is con-  will not compromise on
Standing Committee on Lok Sabha on Monday, the  jects have been completed. | menopausal  bleeding™, code. = * | operational institutes, in-  ducted by the AIIMS, Delhi  that,” the Minister sasd.
= 3R S = e T i T peciaic Gl ol SUDOKU FAITH
THERESs BWEIRE + 144 e e S
Ittprss e page link ipTn <
ety Arcem 9 3 Importance of rituals
13 Abandoned childcare, had to go round (6) Like a
parent raising a child with an eye on 3 prosperous
s mnﬁ\ﬁeb}aﬁ?ﬂ of marriage composed by Tom 6 4 2 7 8 5 4 1 future, God too has an abiding interest in the spill(ual well
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4 Medin director mhititng slcohol = outsidecs: ke s P Siient deity In cemples, Additionally, he. s aet ach-
song (8} 7 a i aryas, preceptors and gurs, to guide . said Karu
25 Pretentious in greeting 16} §  nakeran Swami a discourse.
26 Atheatre person takes time to get a fish (3) i One may ask where does God  dwell? He 1s present in
27 Enemy desperate to get hold of an Lnknawn protein (5) (=) 6|13} e e Tiars oF
§  Socahl machva darshan. Godia within oncselr, but we are oo
1 Patterns running across the nave, say (3] ¥ & 2|3 ! overwhelmed by yasanas (sensory gratifications) that we
2 Second book on insurrection.... (8] 5 failto engage with Him.
3 _even so, not accompanied by status (15) 5 o Various gurus have shown how to connect with God in
S Staggerin a2 guest, uninvited (4 “  a structured. doable manner. They have advocated em-
6 Last challenge, act on it - think he somehow can accept OIFFICULTY AATING: ICYTSTTY  bracing dally rituals such as chanting His name, offe
eteat stoically? (42.2.3.4] sSotution to previeus puzse Sotution to yesterday’s Sudok simple things such as flowers and frults to Him every day,
7 y any moral principles (6) a6 313 7 with total faith.
8 The final encounters go up in value {6) 7laas 1 2 as say it ks imperative that one does three things.
11 Tea cups besides a football team (7} 4 “Jeevato vakya karana’ it says, meaning one should keep
g . 14 Fallen in love with small batses' wear (7) S 73149 one’s parents jelders happy till their last breath. It also
1 Partly itis & new concoction (€) 16 up,ﬂ harmeny over Catholic kingdom (8) 813 7196 mandates ‘Gayanam pinda dhanam’® (visit Gaya L least
4 Cockaail waiters get inadequate tip, 50 to speak (2.2.4) 17 7 hotneia s oty #) 964281 once and offer pinda at least once to one's dear departed )
9 Fnally found it in USA - random checks? (6) 1o auictly invoived in swindles (6 3/1.8917.5 Pundits recommend that the surviving tamily conduct the
Money stolen might bring down a game (8) 20 Third of silver and gold in the carriage m 2|91 8|6 3 e rr i v ot e
12 Empty threat - 1 ook sround and do nothing (2.5) 23 Palm tree tops - some are grown outside (a4} é g g 5 E g sga:;xlc:‘::‘c;wzn;‘: P‘:a . e 3 ‘Mpam:g;
ladder




Army’s Fort William
in Kolkata set to be
known as Vijay Durg

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In the latest step toward
eliminating colonial prac-
tices and mindsets within
the armed forces, Fort Wil-
liam in Kolkata, the head-
quarters of the Eastern Ar-
my Command, has been
renamed Vijay Durg. Addi-
tionally, Kitchener House
inside Fort William has
been renamed Manekshaw
House, and South Gate,
formerly known as St. Ge-
orge’s Gate, is now Shivaji
Gate.

Wing Commander Hi-
manshu Tiwari, the De-
fence Public Relations Of-
ficer in Kolkata, has said
the decision was made in
mid-December and all in-
ternal communications
have since ceased using
“Fort William”, adopting
the new name instead. Ho-
wever, the official announ-
cement is still pending.

Fort William, named af-
ter King William III of En-
gland, was constructed by
the British in 1781.

The new name, Vijay
Durg, is derived from the
oldest fort along the Sind-
hudurg coast in Maharash-
tra. It served as a naval
base for the Marathas un-
der Chhatrapati Shivaji.

In recent years, there
have been a series of mea-
sures aimed at removing

e ! e
Army officers gather at Fort
Williams in Kolkata during the
Army Day celebrations. AP

“vestiges of the colonial
era” and “Indianising” mil-
itary traditions and cus-
toms — an initiative Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has described as freedom
from the mentality of
slavery.

In March 2022, while ad-
dressing the top military
leadership at Kevadia in
Gujarat, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi empha-
sised the importance of en-
hancing indigenisation in
national defence — not just
in terms of sourcing of
equipment and weapons
but also in the doctrines,
procedures and customs
practised by the armed
forces.

He urged the three ser-
vices to “rid themselves of
legacy systems and practic-
es that have outlived utility
and relevance”.



 Name Change & Historical Significance | TH qR@d« 3ix

e+ Agca

* The Indian Army has renamed Fort William in Kolkata as "Vijay
Durg".

» WRAIT QAT o Flerhrar & B¢ AT F1 797 aga " g
HT T g

* Fort William, built by the British in 1781, was named after King
William lll of England.

- wie fafoas, 9@ 1781 7 fafeel gary samar 4T a1, geeds & W=
RIfT 111 AT 9T TE@T IRAT o7



The new name "Vijay Durg" is inspired by an ancient fort on the
Sindhudurg coast in Maharashtra, which was a naval base under
Chhatrapati Shivaiji.

74T A Ao g AgRTe F RAygd qe W Pua
gy frer @ IR &, S oaufa Rae & aga te aldfas
3rsst il




e Other Renamed Structures Inside Fort William | B [AfeadT &
fax 3= a1 gRada

e Kitchener House has been renamed as Manekshaw House.
- fFIeR E3H FT ATH TCAHT ATGHAT g3 HT AT 71T &

* South Gate, previously called St. George’s Gate, is now named
Shivaji Gate.

- I3Y 3, O ggd AT SATer AT Fgl AT o7, 3T "RasT de &
AT O SATAT SATTIT|



* Reason for the Renaming | dTH qREadel HT HFROT

* The renaming is part of the Indian Army's effort to remove colonial-
era symbols and practices.

+ IF a1 IRadd AR Ja & itaferafes g F vdst sk
qIORT3 FY g & 99T &1 feEaT B

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi has called this initiative a step
towards "freedom from the mentality of slavery".

» GUTAHA sg A A $H Ggel I "TAHA! T AGARAT @ FFa" F
fear A v &eH adH T gl



 Official Confirmation & Implementation | RIS 2o 3R
g

* Wing Commander Himanshu Tiwari, Defence PRO in Kolkata, stated
that internal communication has stopped using "Fort William".

- faor FATST e faarl, Frerdrar & @ SaHE FfUFER, A A
& mafite @R & "wic [Afes" &1 399hr 9 FF @ = g

* The formal announcement is still pending.

o grerifer, TR gvorm 33t arhr &1
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A Budget that is mostly good but with one wrong move
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A Budget that is mostly good but with one wrong move

he Union Budget has got many things

right. Its projection of nominal GDP

growth for 2025-26, at 10.1%, is

reasonable and acceptable. The
Economic Survey 2024-25 had indicated a real
GDP growth in the range of 6.3%-6.8% for
2025-26. This provides some buffer if growth
picks up more. The increase in the capital
expenditure of the government in 2025-26 over
the revised estimates of 2024-25 is estimated at
%1.03 lakh crore. But the capital expenditures in
2025-26, at 1.2 lakh crore, are nearly the same
as was indicated in the Budget of 2024-25 at T11.1
lakh crore.

The overarching aim of the Budget was to
accelerate growth and push India towards a
developed country status. The required rate of
real growth to achieve this is estimated differently
including a rate of 8% in the Economic Survey for
2024-25. In any case, the country needs a definite
pickup in growth rate. The various measures
indicated in the Budget are welcome. In fact,
some of these could have been implemented
even earlier. The concession given to the
‘middle-class’ in terms of income-tax is welcome
as a relief. But its impact on demand depends on
the marginal propensity to consume of the
households who are expected to largely benefit
from these concessions and their consumption
basket.

Gross tax revenues

Growth in the Government of India’s gross tax
revenues (GTR) have trended downwards in
recent years. The buoyancy of GTR has fallen for
three successive years from 1.4 in 2023-24 to 1.15
in 2024-25 (RE) and then to 1.07 in 2025-26 (BE).
As a result, growth in the Government of India’s
GTR has kept falling from 13.5% in 2023-24 to
11.2% in 2024-25 (RE), and to 10.8% in 2025-26
(BE). Within the government’s tax revenues, the
growth rate of Goods and Services Tax (GST) has
also fallen from 12.7% in 2023-24 to 10.9% in
2025-26 (BE).

In fact, the structure of the government’s
taxation has moved away from indirect to direct
taxes. The share of direct taxes in the
government’s GTR has increased from 52% in
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2021-22 to 59% in 2025-26 (BE) which is a
welcome development. Within direct taxes,
however, it is personal income-tax which has
performed better than corporate income-tax in
terms of growth and buoyancy.

However, even in the case of personal
income-tax there has been a fall in growth from
25.4% in 2023-24 to 20.3% in 2024-25 (RE) and
14.4% in 2025-26 (BE). This fall in growth in
2025-26 (BE) is partly due to the announced
income-tax concessions. In the case of corporate
income-tax, the growth in 2024-25 (RE) is quite
low at 7.6%. This growth has been raised to 10.4%
in 202526 (BE). On the whole, assumptions
regarding the government’s tax revenue growth
in 2025-26 (BE) appear to be realistic.

In the case of non-tax revenues, the main
contribution has been in the form of dividends
from the Reserve Bank of India and public sector
companies, which together accounted for about
¥3.25 lakh crore in 2025-26 — an increase of
135,715 crore over the revised estimates. Thus,
the non-tax revenues have been raised from %5.3
lakh crore (RE) to ¥5.8 lakh crore in 2025-26 (BE).

Level of government expenditure

Tax and non-tax revenues, non-debt capital
receipts and fiscal deficit together determine the
size of government expenditure. As discussed, a
gross tax revenue growth at a lower level of 10.8%
appears to be realistic. Given the commitment to
fiscal consolidation, the size of government
expenditure as a percentage of GDP had to be
reduced from 14.6% in 2024-25 (RE) to 14.2% in
2025-26 (BE). Growth in total expenditure, at 7.6%
in 2025-26 (BE), is lower than the budgeted
nominal GDP growth at 10.1%.

In fact, this was so even in 2024-25 (RE), when
the government’s total expenditure growth was
6.1% as against the nominal GDP growth of 9.7%
as per the first advanced estimates. However,
there has been a steady improvement in the
quality of government expenditure as the share of
capital expenditure in total expenditure has been
improving. In fact, this share has improved by
10% points over the period from 2020-21 to
2025-26 (BE). Given the contemporary context,
the Government of India has to build up

large-scale Artificial Intelligence (Al
infrastructure in order to facilitate the adoption
of emerging technologies. In this context, China
has taken a clear lead. The United States has
recently announced an investment of $500 billion
for Al infrastructure. In the field of Al, India’s
technology companies have failed to anticipate
developments. India should have done what
China did. Perhaps, India should push these
companies for research and development, by
offering some tax concessions, if necessary.

A less transparent fiscal health indicator
One wrong measure introduced in the Budget is
to move away from fiscal deficit as an indicator of
fiscal prudence. Contrary to what is stated in the
Budget document, we are moving from a
transparent to a less transparent indicator. As per
the glide path given in the Medium-Term Fiscal
Policy Cum Fiscal Policy Strategy Statement of
the 2024-25 Budget, the fiscal deficit was to be
brought down to below 4.5% by 2025-26.

However, in the 2025-26 Budget, the practice
of giving a glide path in terms of fiscal deficit is
being discontinued. It has been stated that from
now on, the focus will be on reducing the
debt-GDP ratio annually. In the annexure
statement titled ‘Statements of Fiscal Policy as
required under the Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM) Act, 2003’,
alternative paths of the debt-GDP ratio with
nominal GDP growth assumptions of 10.0%,
10.5% and 11.0% are given.

The glide paths are indicated in terms of
alternative growth assumptions and alternative
assumptions regarding mild, moderate, and high
degrees of fiscal consolidation. This makes the
whole exercise vague and non-transparent. It is
better for fiscal discipline to indicate specific
fiscal deficit target for different years and the
corresponding debt-GDP ratios for those years. It
should clearly be shown by what year the FRBM
Act targets are to be achieved. A larger claim on
the available investible resources by the
government will make it difficult for private
investment to pick up.

The views expressed are personal



« GDP Growth Projections | Sfigrd} Elc?\:ﬁ' DI o] HATeT

* The Union Budget projects nominal GDP growth at 10.1% for 2025-26, which is in line
with the Economic Survey’s real GDP estimate of 6.3%-6.8%.

. HE9 T 2025-26 F AT 10.1% i AHATT AN Ig FT 3AE
m%,aﬁamﬁa;ﬁma;s.s%-m%awﬁmsné‘lﬂ’raw%
HTET o

9

e Capital expenditure is estimated to increase by X1.03 lakh crore in 2025-26, offering a
boost to infrastructure growth.

- QSN s394 2025-26 H X1.03 AW FU3 qga1 & AR 8, fad gfaard
a?}a?raaﬁraframﬁaml



Taxation & Fiscal Management | Sh{T¢ITel 3 AT g

Gross Tax Revenue (GTR) growth has slowed for three consecutive
years, falling from 13.5% in 2023-24 to 10.8% in 2025-26.

» HFHel HT ASEd (GTR) AT & Somar ofier ast & efizht g w@r 8, S
2023-24 #H 13.5% ¥ "eHY 2025-26 7 10.8% @ I &I




* GST growth has also fallen from 12.7% in 2023-24 to 10.9% in 2025-
26. aafir i 2023-24 A 12.7% I "UcHT 2025-26 A
10.9% & 7% ¥

* A shift in taxation from direct to indirect taxes indicates a move
towards consumption-based revenue generation.9cdaT U &

HYcTET FU $HT A FAUH A Iga1d STNI-3TURT ToET
3cUed T A A THT AT ¢



« . Government Expenditure Trends | 3{hHY IT & NG

* Non-tax revenues, including dividends from RBI and public sector
companies, have increased significantly from X5.3 lakh crore to 5.8
lakh crore in 2025-26.

. I-FT TET, OFA JREETE R FEafas e fr Fafaar &
gmra%nﬁﬂ% 2025-26 #H 5.3 AT HUS A dGHT 5.8 1T FS
T g

* Fiscal deficit reduction aims to bring down the deficit to below 4.5%
by 2025-26.
. T g’ #Y 2025-26 TF 4.5% T AT A ST q&F @I IAT ¢



* Positive Moves in the Budget | eIC H HRIcHS ool
. Increased capital expenditure to boost infrastructure and economic growth.

;ﬁaﬂ%ﬂﬁaﬁaﬁ?aﬁﬁ?ﬁmaﬁmaﬁﬂ;mmwﬁ
|

u Direct tax cuts aim to benefit the middle class, increasing disposable
income.

- JcgaT FY Feldl F AECIH o7 T A1 211 30X 39 9 3A«¥F @
AT 3T ol

Steady investment in Al infrastructure to boost technology adoption.

 ddhsilh YT P Foral o & AT TS rquTgar H &R e



Major Concern - Less Transparency in Fiscal Management | qAqY Rrar - AT yaus & grefiar
$T A

The budget discontinues the practice of giving a specific "fiscal deficit target"”, moving towards a
broader debt-GDP ratio approach.

goic # "o =1¢ &1 RAfAse d89" & 1 WO F FATCT HT AT =T 7 3N 9
SATYF FOT-SNSdT T TfeewIor i AR TR fFar 4 gl

The new system makes fiscal discipline more ambiguous and harder to track.

% orrel! faeTr Jrpemaer @t 3fle Ivase Sarelt § 3R 3@ S FRe wioe @@ &t B




Dhimsa Dance



* Tribal families in Neelabandha celebrated their first electricity supply
since Independence with the ‘Dhimsa’ dance.

 Dhimsa Dance

* Dimsa is a popular dance performed by tribes, including Bagata,
Valmiki, Poraja, Khond, Gadaba, Kondadora, Mukadora, Kotia in
Andhra Pradesh .



* It represents the unity and cultural heritage of the tribal
communities.

* Themes: The dance variants are based on themes like mythology,
folktales, economic activities, kinship, and marital life.

* Music and Instruments: Music is essential to the dance, with
instruments like dappu, tudumu, mori, kidgi, gilka, and jodukommulu
(now almost out of use) played by men.



* Performance : It is performed during festivals, marriages, and
religious occasions, with a strong presence during Chaitrapurab
(Eetela Panduga) in the agency area of ASR District.

 Both men and women can dance together without hesitation, and while
songs are not mandatory, music plays a vital role.
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GARBH-INi-DRISHTI Data Repository



* The Department of Biotechnology has launched the GARBH-INi-
DRISHTI data repository.

 About

 GARBH-INi-DRISHTI is the Data Repository and Information Sharing
Hub at Translational Health Science and Technology Institute
(THSTI).

* |t provides access to clinical data, images, and biospecimens collected from
over 12,000 pregnant women, newborns, and postpartum mothers.



Significance: As one of South Asia’s largest maternal and child health
databases, GARBH-INi-DRISHTI will empower researchers worldwide to

conduct transformative research aimed at improving maternal and neonatal
health outcomes.

THSTI: The newly inaugurated THSTI Ferret Research Facility, is a state-of-the-
art establishment adhering to the highest biosafety and research standards.

e |t will serve as a crucial resource for vaccine development, therapeutic testing, and research
into emerging infectious diseases.



The United States Agency for International Development (USAID)



* The closure of the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) under the Trump administration has raised
concerns about setbacks in health, climate, and development
programmes in India.



* It is an independent US government agency responsible for civilian
foreign aid and development assistance.

* It is one of the largest aid agencies in the world, accounting for over
half of all US foreign assistance.

* Headquarters: Washington, D.C., USA.

 Established: 1961 via an executive order by President John F.
Kennedy under the Foreign Assistance Act.




Aim of USAID:

To alleviate poverty, promote education and healthcare, and strengthen democracy and governance in developing
nations.

To provide humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, and support for climate resilience and economic development.

Key Functions of USAID:

Funding NGOs, foreign governments, and international organizations for development projects.

Supporting economic growth, food security, and climate action.

Providing emergency humanitarian relief in crisis-affected countries.

Promoting human rights, democracy, and governance reforms.




e Contribution to India:

* Healthcare Initiatives: Helped reduce maternal and child mortality, tackled
tuberculosis (TB), HIV, and sanitation issues.

 Water & Sanitation (WASH): Played a key role in making 1,000 cities open-
defecation-free and reducing diarrheal deaths.

* Clean Energy & Climate Resilience: Supported solar energy deployment,
green bonds, and sustainable forestry projects.




State Emblem of India



* The Union Home Ministry has directed states to prevent the improper
depiction of the State Emblem of India, emphasizing the mandatory
inclusion of the motto “Satyameva Jayate” in Devanagari script.






About State Emblem of India:

Adoption: Adopted as the State Emblem of India

on January 26, 1950 from the Sarnath Lion Capital
of Ashoka




* Features of the State Emblem:

 Three Visible Lions: The fourth lion is hidden from view.

e Dharma Chakra: Positioned at the center of the abacus.




* Animal Depictions:
» Bull (Right): Represents the zodiac sign Taurus, symbolizing Buddha’s birth.

* Horse (Left): Symbolizes Kanthaka, the horse Buddha rode while renouncing
princely life.

e Elephant (East): Represents Queen Maya’s dream of a white elephant
entering her womb.

e Lion (North): Symbolizes Buddha’s enlightenment and Dharma propagation.




* No Bell-shaped Lotus: Omitted in the official State Emblem.

* Motto ‘Satyameva Jayate’: Taken from the Mundaka Upanishad,
meaning ‘Truth Alone Triumphs’, inscribed below the emblem in
Devanagari script.

* Crowned by Dharma Chakra: Represents Buddha’s first sermon
(Dharmachakra Pravartana).




Legal Provisions:

e State Emblem of India (Prohibition of Improper Use) Act, 2005: Regulates
authorized use of the emblem.

e State Emblem of India (Regulation of Use) Rules, 2007: Specifies the permitted
authorities and usage rules.

Penalty for Violation:

* Up to 2 years imprisonment or

* Fine up to 5,000 for unauthorized use.
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e Santorini, a popular Greek island, has been placed on high alert after
experiencing over 200 undersea earthquakes in four days, with
magnitudes up to 4.6.



 About Santorini Island:

* Located in: Southern Aegean Sea, part of the Cyclades archipelago in
Greece.

* Controlled by: Greece (part of the Thira regional unit).




» Historically known for the Minoan eruption (around 3,600 years ago), one of
the largest volcanic eruptions in recorded history.

e Tectonic Plates:

* Situated near the convergence of the African Plate and the Aegean Sea
Plate.

* Frequent seismic activity due to subduction and tectonic movements in the
region.



10 MCQ



* Which six states have passed a resolution against UGC Regulations
20257

-%wrmagm#qgﬁmzozsmﬁa:%wmm

* A. Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Assam
| FAEWISE, IR, diAdTg, I, fATde 9eer, 3uqA
B. Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Tefangana, Kerala, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand / Felles, dfACEATS, delame, e, f§AT We,

SIRds
C. Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Bihar, Odisha, Goa, Madhya Pradesh / 3«IX

Yo, UoITd, [QER, NS, NaT, HET Year

D. Rajasthan, West Bengal, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Tripura / TSIEYTE, URTA FaTTdl, TATFHaA, FomTaer 4SeT, AR,

e



* What is the primary reason for these states opposing the UGC
Regulations 2025?

- ¥ T FEHT 2025 AT #1 Q@A F=24r FT @ 87

* A. They believe education is a state subject / d AT % f forar v
T &1 QT §

B. They want to increase central control over universities / @
freafagareat v &l fAr=or qeEr ara &
C. The regulations promote privatization of universities / & GO

freafacareat & fAShaIor #) deEr &a &

D. The rﬁle§ enforce English as the mandatory medium of instruction /
I T AN Y AT R AT T E



 Which BJP allies have also opposed the UGC Regulations 20257

memﬁmmzozsmmmﬁm
?

» A. Shiv Sena (Shinde faction) and JD(U) / frad=T (fﬂ% ?I?) IR

B. TeI Desam Party (TDP) and Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) / a?ﬂT CAH
) 3T e STAerfFd 9l (TersdY)

C Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and Samajwadi Party (SP) / 3TH HTeHT

qréf (3m9) 3R AT 9Ef (T

D. Bahu;an Samaj Party (BSP) and Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) / dgalel

AT 91l (I99T) 3#? TSI dlh ol (3RTsN) 2



 What is the Stryker vehicle, recently tested in Ladakh?
+ BTT B # W@ A 81T fohdT a1T TS aTgeT FAT 872

* A. A high-speed battle tank / T& 3T JIfd aTell ZI?{W ¢Hh
B. An infantry combat vehicle / T Yol GaT CECY “qrge
C. A long-range missile launcher / T& ol Y ‘Fh'ms?-r dAleal
D. A multi-purpose drone system / Tch it r '§’I?-I' UTTel!

O ~



* Which U.S.-made weapon failed to perform optimally in high-altitude
conditions during Indian Army tests?

. AT A F et F ZRer S A1 IARE gRAR 3o
a1 W T &TAAT § YeRld Agl HT AHI?
* A. Patriot Missile System / feTe fRwasa RveH

B. Javelin Anti-Tank Guided Missile (ATGM) / SiafeleT wd-dh MSesS

fAgrser (ATGM)
C. MQ-9 Reaper Drone / MQ-9 9T ST
D. M777 Howitzer / M777



* What was the historical significance of renaming Fort William in
Kolkata?

. dIdThIdT #A Bic RFPTA &1 A1 Ieaa &1 Wagie Agea a1
AqT?

* A. It honored India's first Field Marshal / 98 HRd & tl%ﬁ' fies
AT Y GFATT FIaT &

B. It removed a colonial-era name / $8a1 gfafdes a9 & ATH &I
ger fear

C. It was done to attract more tourism / 3@' e gdea smwiNa
F¥a & forw fHar arar

D. It was renamed after a freedom fighter / 38 T Tadadl Qelreil &
olH YI 19T 0l



* What is the purpose of the newly launched ‘GARBH-INi-DRISHTI’ data
repository?

o ANATH =T fFT T 'GARBH-INi-DRISHTI' 2T RUTfoiedy 1
3ga’T FT g7

* A. Collection of historical manuscripts / tri%mﬁm qgﬁlﬁ'iﬂ I

q9g
B. Health data storage for pregnant women and newborns / AT

AfeATt 3R Agea fAANT F AT TERELT 2@ T HSROT

C. Monitoring climate chanoge data / STeldTg qR@de 3eT @fuﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁ
D. Maintaining defense intelligence records / T&1T E;ﬁﬂﬂ O GILY

Yol



* Which Indian tribal dance was recently celebrated due to the first
electricity supply in Neelabandha?

- AT # ggell I) fasrelr 3mqfd & FROT I & FA Fher @I
am?hzraiﬁanﬁa—zrmmm’?

* A. Bihu /
B. Dhimsa /

C. Kalbelia / STeraferar
D. Lavani / 9ITaOf}



* Which country recently put Santorini Island on high alert due to
undersea earthquakes?

- fr qer A g1 Y 7 AR gdliT B wog F S sl F
HROT 3T Hddhdl I TEGT?

* A. Japan / SITYTeT
B. Greece / T

C. Indonesia / SE1ATAAT
D. Italy / STt



 What is the key feature of India's GDP growth projection for 2025-267

-zozsgsﬂ:ﬁvﬂmﬁsﬁsﬁtﬁaﬁﬂ:maﬁmﬁam
AT &7

* A. Projected nominal GDP growth at 10.1% / 3-'I?I1=|Tﬁl?l' oATHHATA
SiSdr gefer 10.1%

B. Projected real GDP growth at 12% / 3-17-|TITﬁI?I' arEdias Stard)
g 12%

C. Predicted fiscal deficit below 2% /2% ¥ $HA QT °1e &1
3FITI'I?-I'

D. Expected decline in capital expendlture/tﬁﬁﬂ?l' g H fRmEc
Sl IFAIG



Word of the day

Recalcitrant:
stubbornly resistant to authority or control

S},fﬂ ONYMS: ungovernable, insubmissive,
uncooperative

Usa g€ Her recalcitrant attitude towards the
new rules made it difficult to work with her.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/recalcitrantpronun

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /rokaelsttrant/

e



Fun fact
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