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• Which six states have passed a resolution against UGC Regulations 
2025?

• किन छह राज्यों ने यूजीसी 2025 ननयमों िे खिलाफ प्रस्ताव पाररत 
किया है?

• A. Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Assam 
/ महाराष्ट्र, गजुरात, तममलनाडु, िेरल, हहमाचल प्रदेश, असम
B. Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jharkhand / िनााटि, तममलनाडु, तेलंगाना, िेरल, हहमाचल प्रदेश, 
झारिडं
C. Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Bihar, Odisha, Goa, Madhya Pradesh / उत्तर 
प्रदेश, पंजाब, बबहार, ओडडशा, गोवा, मध्य प्रदेश
D. Rajasthan, West Bengal, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, 
Tripura / राजस्थान, पश्चचम बंगाल, मसश्किम, अरुणाचल प्रदेश, मखणपुर, 
बिपुरा



• What is the primary reason for these states opposing the UGC 
Regulations 2025?

• ये राज्य यूजीसी 2025 ननयमों िा ववरोध कयों िर रहे हैं?
• A. They believe education is a state subject / वे मानते हैं कि मशक्षा एि 
राज्य िा ववषय है
B. They want to increase central control over universities / वे 
ववचवववद्यालयों पर िें द्रीय ननयंिण बढाना चाहते हैं
C. The regulations promote privatization of universities / ये ननयम 
ववचवववद्यालयों िे ननजीिरण िो बढावा देते हैं
D. The rules enforce English as the mandatory medium of instruction / 
ये ननयम अगें्रजी िो अननवाया मशक्षण माध्यम बनाते हैं



• Which BJP allies have also opposed the UGC Regulations 2025?

• किन बीजेपी सहयोगी दलों ने भी यूजीसी 2025 ननयमों िा ववरोध किया 
है?

• A. Shiv Sena (Shinde faction) and JD(U) / मशवसेना (मशदें गटु) और 
जेडीयू
B. Telugu Desam Party (TDP) and Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) / तेलुग ुदेशम 
पाटी (टीडीपी) और लोि जनशश्कत पाटी (एलजेपी)
C. Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and Samajwadi Party (SP) / आम आदमी 
पाटी (आप) और समाजवादी पाटी (सपा)
D. Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) and Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) / बहुजन 
समाज पाटी (बसपा) और राष्ट्रीय लोि दल (आरएलडी)



• What is the Stryker vehicle, recently tested in Ladakh?

• हाल ही में लद्दाि में परीक्षण किया गया स्राइिर वाहन कया है?
• A. A high-speed battle tank / एि उच्च गनत वाला युद्धि टैंि

B. An infantry combat vehicle / एि पैदल सेना लडािू वाहन
C. A long-range missile launcher / एि लंबी दरूी िी ममसाइल लॉन्चर
D. A multi-purpose drone system / एि बहुउद्देशीय ड्रोन प्रणाली



• Which U.S.-made weapon failed to perform optimally in high-altitude 
conditions during Indian Army tests?

• भारतीय सेना िे परीक्षणों िे दौरान िौन सा अमेररिी हथथयार उच्च 
ऊंचाई पर पूरी क्षमता से प्रदशान नहीं िर सिा?

• A. Patriot Missile System / पैहरयट ममसाइल मसस्टम
B. Javelin Anti-Tank Guided Missile (ATGM) / जेवमलन एंटी-टैंि गाइडडे
ममसाइल (ATGM)
C. MQ-9 Reaper Drone / MQ-9 रीपर ड्रोन
D. M777 Howitzer / M777 हॉववत्जर



• What was the historical significance of renaming Fort William in 
Kolkata?

• िोलिाता में फोटा ववमलयम िा नाम बदलने िा ऐनतहामसि महत्व कया 
था?

• A. It honored India's first Field Marshal / यह भारत िे पहले फील्ड 
माशाल िो सम्माननत िरता है
B. It removed a colonial-era name / इसने औपननवेमशि युग िे नाम िो
हटा हदया
C. It was done to attract more tourism / इसे अथधि पयाटन आिवषात 
िरने िे मलए किया गया
D. It was renamed after a freedom fighter / इसे एि स्वतंिता सेनानी िे 
नाम पर रिा गया



• What is the purpose of the newly launched ‘GARBH-INi-DRISHTI’ data 
repository?

• नवीनतम लॉन्च किए गए 'GARBH-INi-DRISHTI' डटेा ररपॉश्जटरी िा
उद्देचय कया है?

• A. Collection of historical manuscripts / ऐनतहामसि पांडुमलवपयों िा
संग्रह
B. Health data storage for pregnant women and newborns / गभावती 
महहलाओ ंऔर नवजात मशशुओ ंिे मलए स्वास््य डटेा भंडारण
C. Monitoring climate change data / जलवायु पररवतान डटेा िी ननगरानी
D. Maintaining defense intelligence records / रक्षा िकुफया ररिॉडा बनाए 
रिना



• Which Indian tribal dance was recently celebrated due to the first 
electricity supply in Neelabandha?

• नीलबंधा में पहली बार बबजली आपूनत ा िे िारण हाल ही में िौन सा 
भारतीय आहदवासी नतृ्य मनाया गया?

• A. Bihu / बबहू
B. Dhimsa / धीमसा
C. Kalbelia / िालबेमलया
D. Lavani / लावणी



• Which country recently put Santorini Island on high alert due to 
undersea earthquakes?

• किस देश ने हाल ही में सैंटोररनी द्वीप िो समुद्र िे नीचे भूिंपों िे 
िारण उच्च सतिा ता पर रिा?

• A. Japan / जापान
B. Greece / ग्रीस
C. Indonesia / इंडोनेमशया
D. Italy / इटली



• What is the key feature of India's GDP growth projection for 2025-26?

• 2025-26 िे मलए भारत िी जीडीपी वदृ्थध िे अनुमान िी मुख्य ववशषेता 
कया है?

• A. Projected nominal GDP growth at 10.1% / अनुमाननत नाममाि 
जीडीपी वदृ्थध 10.1%
B. Projected real GDP growth at 12% / अनुमाननत वास्तववि जीडीपी
वदृ्थध 12%
C. Predicted fiscal deficit below 2% / 2% से िम ववत्तीय घाटे िा 
अनुमान
D. Expected decline in capital expenditure / पूंजीगत व्यय में थगरावट
िी उम्मीद

















• Background and Policy Changes | पषृ्ट्ठभूमम और नीनत पररवतान
• On December 30, 2024, India’s Ministry of Environment, Forest, and 

Climate Change (MoEFCC) extended the deadline for compliance 
with SO₂ emission norms for thermal power plants by three years.
• 30 हदसबंर 2024 िो भारत िे पयाावरण, वन और जलवायु पररवतान मिंालय 
(MoEFCC) ने तापीय ऊजाा संयंिों िे मलए SO₂ उत्सजान मानिों िा पालन 
िरने िी समय सीमा तीन साल बढा दी।



The new deadline for 20 gigawatts (GW) of thermal plants near 
densely populated areas is now December 31, 2024.

• घनी आबादी वाले क्षेिों िे पास श्स्थत 20 गीगावाट (GW) तापीय संयंिों िे मलए 
नई समय सीमा अब 31 हदसंबर 2024 है।

This is part of a decade-long delay in enforcing pollution control 
norms.

• यह प्रदषूण ननयंिण मानिों िो लागू िरने में एि दशि से चल रही देरी िा 
हहस्सा है।



Evolution of SO₂ Emission Norms | SO₂ उत्सजान मानिों िा वविास

In December 2015, MoEFCC tightened emission norms for 
particulate matter and introduced norms for SO₂ for the first time.

• हदसंबर 2015 में, MoEFCC ने पाहटािुलेट मैटर (PM) िे मलए मानिों िो िडा 
किया और पहली बार SO₂ उत्सजान िे मलए ननयम लागू किए।



• India’s low-sulfur coal should have made compliance easier, but 
discussions soon shifted to the feasibility of Flue Gas Desulfurization 
(FGD) technology.

• भारत िे िम-सल्फर िोयले िे िारण इन मानिों िा पालन िरना 
आसान होना चाहहए था, लेकिन चचाा जल्द ही फ्लू गसै
डीसल्फराइजेशन (FGD) तिनीि िी व्यवहायाता पर िें हद्रत हो गई।







• Multiple research studies, 
including IIT Delhi’s 2022 study, 
confirmed that FGDs improve air 
quality but have high operational 
costs.
• आईआईटी हदल्ली िे 2022 िे 
अध्ययन सहहत िई शोधों ने पुश्ष्ट्ट
िी कि FGD वायु गणुवत्ता में सधुार 
िरता है, लेकिन इसिी पररचालन
लागत अथधि होती है।



Conflicting Government Positions | सरिार िी ववरोधाभासी नीनतयां

The Central Electricity Authority (CEA) suggested phasing out uniform emission norms 
until 2035, arguing that FGDs were expensive and increased coal consumption.

• िें द्रीय ववद्युत प्राथधिरण (CEA) ने यह तिा  देत ेहुए 2035 ति समान उत्सजान मानिों िो चरणबद्ध िरने िा 
सुझाव हदया कि FGD महंगा है और िोयले िी िपत बढाता है।

In contrast, NITI Aayog’s study in 2024 emphasized the need for particulate emission 
controls rather than SO₂ norms.

• इसिे ववपरीत, 2024 में नीनत आयोग िे अध्ययन ने SO₂ मानिों िी बजाय पाहटािुलेट उत्सजान ननयंिण पर 
ध्यान देने िी आवचयिता बताई।



. Multiple Deadlines and Delays | बार-बार समय सीमा ववस्तार और देरी

Since 2015, the MoEFCC has extended the deadline multiple times, with the 
latest notification being the fourth revision.

• 2015 से, MoEFCC ने िई बार समय सीमा बढाई है, और नवीनतम अथधसूचना चौथा संशोधन है।

The final deadline for compliance with particulate matter norms is December 31, 
2024, but SO₂ norms are delayed until December 31, 2027.

• पाहटािुलेट मैटर (PM) मानिों िा अंनतम अनुपालन समय 31 हदसंबर 2024 है, लेकिन SO₂ मानिों 
िे मलए समय सीमा 31 हदसंबर 2027 ति बढा दी गई है।



Consumer Impact and Industry Response | उपभोकता प्रभाव और
उद्योग प्रनतकिया

Many thermal plants have already awarded contracts to install 
FGDs, increasing electricity tariffs for consumers.

• िई तापीय संयंिों ने पहले ही FGD लगाने िे मलए अनुबंध हदए हैं, श्जससे 
उपभोकताओं िे मलए बबजली िी दरें बढ रही हैं।



However, the new deadline means some installed FGDs may remain 

unused, leading to wastage of resources.हालांकि, नई समय सीमा िा 
मतलब है कि िुछ स्थावपत FGD अप्रयकुत रह सिते हैं, श्जससे संसाधनों 
िी बबाादी होगी।
Currently, around 102 GW (50% of total thermal capacity) is in various 

stages of installing FGDs.वतामान में, लगभग 102 गीगावाट (िुल तापीय 
क्षमता िा 50%) ववमभन्न चरणों में FGD स्थावपत िर रहे हैं।







• Background and Supreme Court's Order

• On January 30, the Supreme Court of India allowed High Courts to 
appoint retired judges on an ad-hoc basis to address the backlog of 
criminal cases.

• The Bench of Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna, Justices B.R. Gavai, and 
Surya Kant relaxed a rule set in the Lok Prahari case (2021), which 
had limited ad-hoc appointments to cases where judicial vacancies 
exceeded 20% of the sanctioned strength.

• Now, High Courts can appoint retired judges even when vacancies 
are less than 20% but only for criminal appeal cases.



• Process of Appointment

• Article 224-A of the Constitution (added by the Fifteenth Amendment 
Act, 1963) allows retired judges to be appointed on an ad-hoc basis.

• Such appointments require the consent of both:
• The retired judge being appointed.

• The President of India.

• These judges enjoy the same powers, jurisdiction, and privileges as 
sitting High Court judges.

• The Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) (1998) details the appointment 
process.



• Conditions for Ad-Hoc Judge Appointments

• The Supreme Court laid down specific trigger points for appointing ad-hoc 
judges:

1.If judicial vacancies exceed 20% of a High Court’s sanctioned strength.

2.If cases in a specific category have been pending for more than five years.

3.If more than 10% of a High Court’s total pending cases are older than five 
years.

4.If the clearance rate of cases is lower than the rate at which new cases are 
filed.



• High Courts must form a panel of retired judges, including soon-to-
retire judges, for ad-hoc appointments.

• No more than 10% of the sanctioned judicial strength in a High Court 
can be ad-hoc judges at any time.

• These judges can only hear criminal appeals.



• The Supreme Court's Latest Observations

• As of January 25, 2024, there are 62 lakh pending cases in High 
Courts (National Judicial Data Grid).

• Of these, 18.2 lakh cases are criminal cases, and over 44 lakh are 
civil cases.

• To tackle this backlog, the Supreme Court relaxed the 2021 Lok 
Prahari rule.

• The new ruling allows 2 to 5 ad-hoc judges per High Court, even if 
judicial vacancies are below 20%.



• Previous Instances of Ad-Hoc Judge Appointments

• Only three recorded instances of ad-hoc judge appointments exist in 
Indian history:

1.Justice Suraj Bhan (1972) – Appointed to the Madhya Pradesh High 
Court to adjudicate election petitions.

2.Justice P. Venugopal (1982) – Appointed to the Madras High Court.

3.Justice O.P. Srivastava (2007) – Appointed to the Allahabad High 
Court to oversee the Ayodhya title suits.



• Conclusion and Future Implications

• The ruling is expected to clear the backlog of cases in High Courts.

• However, concerns remain about whether ad-hoc judges will have 
sufficient independence and resources.

• The Supreme Court has emphasized that ad-hoc appointments 
should not replace regular judicial appointments.







Key Decision by RBI

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cut the repo rate 
by 25 basis points (0.25%) to 6.25% for the first time 
in 57 months.

This decision follows the Union Budget 2025-26, 
which aimed to stimulate urban demand with 
income tax reliefs.

The repo rate is the interest rate at which the RBI 
lends to banks.



• Reasons for the Rate Cut

• Easing inflation: Inflation is expected to decline to 4.4% this quarter 
and 4.2% in 2025-26.

• Boosting growth: RBI aims to support economic growth through 
cheaper loans for homes, cars, and businesses.

• Geopolitical & trade risks: The MPC (Monetary Policy Committee) 
acknowledged risks from:
• Global trade tensions

• Volatility in commodity prices

• Financial market uncertainties



Economic Outlook

GDP Growth Projections:

• 2024-25: 6.4%

• 2025-26: 6.7%

Growth is expected to be supported by:

• Improving employment conditions

• Tax reliefs in the Union Budget

• Rising household consumption



Inflation & Rupee Stability

The MPC maintains a neutral stance but aims for inflation stability.

Foreign exchange reserves stood at $630.6 billion (as of January 31, 2025), 
covering over 10 months of imports.

The RBI will intervene in the forex market only to smoothen volatility, not 
target any exchange rate.



• . Liquidity & Market Response

• RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra acknowledged liquidity tightening in December-
January.

• RBI will closely monitor financial market conditions and take measures to 
ensure smooth liquidity flow.

• 6. Conclusion: Balancing Growth & Inflation

• This rate cut signals a shift towards growth-focused policy.

• RBI remains cautious about global uncertainties, but expects inflation to 
gradually decline.

• The focus remains on stability while supporting growth.











• Key Decision by Donald Trump

• U.S. President Donald Trump imposed sanctions on the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) for its investigations targeting the U.S. and Israel.

• Trump accused the ICC of abusing its power by issuing an arrest 
warrant for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

• The sanctions include asset freezes and travel bans on ICC officials, 
employees, and anyone involved in aiding the court’s investigations.



• . ICC’s Response

• The ICC condemned Trump’s actions, stating that it threatens its 
independence and impartial judicial work.

• The court vowed to continue delivering justice for victims of 
atrocities worldwide.

• The United Nations (UN) also expressed deep regret over Trump’s 
decision and urged him to reverse the sanctions.



. International Reactions

The European Union (EU) warned that Trump’s move is a threat to 
international justice.

Israel’s Foreign Minister Gideon Saar supported Trump, calling the ICC’s 
actions illegitimate.

The UN and legal experts stated that Trump’s proposed plan to relocate 
Palestinians would be illegal under international law.



Background on ICC’s Investigation

• Benjamin Netanyahu (Israeli Prime Minister)

• Yoav Gallant (Israel’s Defence Minister)

• Mohammed Deif (Hamas’s military chief, presumed 
dead)

The ICC had issued arrest warrants for:



• The ICC found "reasonable grounds" to believe Netanyahu committed war 
crimes in Gaza, including murder, persecution, and inhumane acts.

• Netanyahu accused the ICC of anti-Semitism.

• 5. Previous U.S. Actions Against the ICC

• Trump had previously imposed sanctions and a visa ban on ICC prosecutor 
Fatou Bensouda for investigating U.S. war crimes in Afghanistan.

• The U.S. and Israel are not ICC members and have long called its 
investigations biased and illegitimate.



. Conclusion: A Clash Between Justice and Politics

Trump’s actions show continued U.S. opposition to ICC jurisdiction over its 
allies.

The sanctions deepen the divide between the U.S. and international legal 
institutions.

The ICC maintains that it will continue its work despite political pressure.







• The Hindu Group of Publications launched S. Krishnaswamy’s book, 
Voyages Retraced: India’s Influence in East Asia, in Chennai.

• The book explores ancient India’s impact on Southeast Asian 
countries, based on the author’s travels between 2005 and 2010.

• Nirmala Lakshman, Chairperson of The Hindu Group, and N. Ram, 
Director of THGPPL, officially launched the book.



• About S. Krishnaswamy

• Krishnaswamy is a documentary filmmaker and historian, known for 
his non-fiction films.

• He founded Krishnaswamy Associates to produce historical and social 
documentaries.

• His four-hour film, Indus Valley to Indira Gandhi, depicting India's 
history, sparked controversy.

• His films have covered various historical and geo-political themes, 
including Sri Lanka and Punjab.



• The book provides fascinating insights into India’s historical and 
cultural ties with Southeast Asia.

• It features photographs by cinematographer Madhu Ambat.

• Krishnaswamy’s daughter, Latha Krishna, who is also a filmmaker, 
attended the launch event.











• The Need for AI Regulation & Safety

• The article begins with an example of an AI chatbot responding 
insensitively to a conversation about old age, raising concerns about 
AI’s impact on mental health and ethical decision-making.

• AI is transforming industries, geopolitics, and economies, making it 
essential to balance innovation with regulation.

• India lacks a national AI safety institute, which hinders its ability to 
contribute meaningfully to international AI discussions.



• The Global Push for AI Standards

• In November 2024, the International Network of AI Safety Institutes 
was formed to ensure AI is developed responsibly.

• Nations are collaborating to establish AI safety standards, but India 
was absent from this key initiative.

• The global AI governance landscape is evolving, and countries that 
shape these standards will control AI’s future development.



• Why India Must Lead in AI Safety & Ethics

• AI’s impact on security, healthcare, education, and logistics will 
shape the global economy.

• India is the second-largest user base of ChatGPT after the U.S., 
proving its technological influence.

• India must actively engage in setting international AI norms to 
safeguard its economic and geopolitical interests.



• The Geopolitical & Technological Shift in AI

• AI is increasingly intertwined with politics, security, and trade.

• The U.S. is considering export restrictions on advanced AI software 
to limit China’s access, demonstrating how AI is now a strategic asset.

• India must position itself strategically to ensure it remains 
competitive and protects its interests.



• Leveraging India’s Strengths in AI

• India has a thriving tech sector and a highly skilled workforce, 
making it an AI powerhouse.

• Successful digital public infrastructure projects like Aadhaar and UPI 
show India’s ability to build scalable, inclusive technology solutions.

• India should establish AI research and policy frameworks to attract 
global partnerships while ensuring technological sovereignty.



• The Way Forward

• AI will define future economic and geopolitical strategies.

• India must engage in global AI governance, ensuring that its interests 
are protected.

• Creating a National AI Safety Institute is a crucial step in shaping 
responsible AI development.

• India’s proactive engagement in AI policymaking will allow it to lead 
discussions on innovation, ethics, and economic growth.



Kalbelia 
Community



A year-old night school in Ajmer’s Kishangarh tehsil is unlocking new 
opportunities for Kalbeliya women, providing them with access to education 
and empowerment.

About the Kalbeliya Community

The Kalbeliya are a nomadic tribe from Rajasthan, historically known 
for snake charming, folk songs, and dances.



• They are divided into two main groups: Daliwal and Mewara, and are also 
referred to as Sapera, Jogira, Gattiwala, and Poogiwara.

• Despite being Hindu, the Kalbeliyas do not cremate their dead; instead, 
they bury them and place an idol of Shiva’s Nandi bull on the grave.

• The 12th and 13th centuries were considered the golden era for the 
community, as noted by Polish poet Jan Kochanowski. However, 
after Prithviraj Chauhan’s defeat by Muhammad Ghori, their prominence 
began to decline.

• The Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 further disrupted their traditional 
snake-handling profession, forcing them into alternative livelihoods.



• Kalbelia Dance: A Living Heritage
– Kalbelia dance, also known 
as Sapera dance, is an integral part 
of Kalbelia culture and a symbol of 
their identity.
– Both men and 
women participate:



• 1. Women wear flowing black skirts, twirl gracefully, and imitate 
serpent movements.
2. Men accompany them with musical instruments such as 
the khanjari (percussion instrument) and poongi (woodwind 
instrument), traditionally used for snake charming.
– Dancers adorn traditional tattoo designs, intricate jewellery, and 
richly embroidered garments with mirror work and silver thread.
– Recognized globally, Kalbelia dance was inscribed in 2010 on 
UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity.



Jevons Paradox



• Satya Nadella, CEO of Microsoft, highlighted the Jevons Paradox in the context of 
AI, noting that increased efficiency and accessibility of AI could lead to surging 
demand.

• What is Jevons Paradox?

• Jevons Paradox states that when a resource becomes more efficient and 
cheaper to use, its overall consumption tends to increase rather than decrease.

• First observed by William Stanley Jevons in his 1865 book The Coal Question. He 
noted that improvements in the efficiency of steam engines, which used coal, led 
to increased coal consumption, not a decrease as one might expect.



• How It Works: Key Factors

• Cost Reduction: When efficiency increases, operational costs decrease, 
making the resource more attractive.

• Higher Accessibility: Efficient technology allows more users and industries 
to adopt it.

• Economic Expansion:  Enhanced productivity can drive industrial and 
economic growth, leading to greater demand.

• Elastic Demand: When a resource is highly responsive to price changes, 
increased efficiency results in higher usage instead of conservation.



GREAT Scheme



• The Ministry of Textiles, in its 10th Empowered Programme 
Committee meeting under the National Technical Textiles Mission, 
approved key initiatives, including funding for startups under 
the GREAT scheme.

• Key Features of the GREAT Scheme

• It is an initiative under the National Technical Textiles Mission 
(NTTM) by the Ministry of Textiles.



• Provides funding of up to INR 50 lakhs per startup.

• Focuses on critical areas like medical textiles, industrial textiles, and 
protective textiles.

• Encourages R&D, product development, and commercialization of 
innovative textile solutions.

•



US Withdrawal from 
UNHRC, WHO, and Other 
International Forums



• The United States has recently announced its withdrawal from several 
key international organizations, including the UNHRC, the WHO, and 
other international forums.

• Key Instances of U.S. Withdrawal from International Forums

• United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC): US cited 
the UNHRC’s ‘chronic bias against Israel’ and its failure to address 
genuine human rights concerns.



• It is important to note that the UNHRC has passed over 100 
condemnatory resolutions against Israel, which amounts to more 
than 20% of all resolutions passed by the council.

• World Health Organization (WHO): Reasons behind withdrawal are 
WHO’s handling of the COVID-19 pandemic and its perceived bias 
towards China.



• Other International Forums

•  The US has reviewed its 
involvement in other international 
organizations, such as UNESCO and 
the Paris Climate Accord, citing 
‘wild disparities’ in financial 
contributions among member 
countries.



• Earlier, US left UNESCO in 2017, citing an alleged anti-Israel bias within the 
organization. It echoed a similar withdrawal in 1984 under President Ronald 
Reagan, which was reversed in 2003.

• The US withdrew from the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) in 2017, 
citing the need to protect American jobs and industries.



• Reforms Needed in International Forums Amid US Withdrawal

• Strengthening Multilateralism: Organizations like WHO, WTO, and 
UN bodies suffer from funding shortfalls when major contributors 
(like the US) withdraw.
• Reforming financial structures—such as mandatory contributions from all 

members—can reduce dependency on a few nations.



• Expanding Representation in Global Decision-Making: Calls for 
expanding permanent UNSC membership (that remain dominated by 
post-WWII power structures) to include emerging powers like India, 
Brazil, and South Africa.

• Revitalizing Climate Agreements: Strengthening compliance 
mechanisms and creating penalties for withdrawal could ensure 
sustained participation.



10 MCQ



• Why did the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC) extend the SO₂ emission compliance deadline for thermal 
power plants?

• पयाावरण, वन और जलवायु पररवतान मंिालय (MoEFCC) ने तापीय ऊजाा 
संयंिों िे मलए SO₂ उत्सजान अनुपालन िी समय सीमा कयों बढाई?

• A. Lack of proper technology in India / भारत में उथचत तिनीि िी 
िमी
B. Financial constraints of power companies / पावर िंपननयों िी ववत्तीय 
बाधाएं
C. Ongoing discussions on Flue Gas Desulfurization (FGD) feasibility / 
फ्लू गसै डीसल्फराइजेशन (FGD) िी व्यवहायाता पर चल रही चचााएं
D. Low demand for electricity / बबजली िी िम मांग



• What was the key finding of IIT Delhi’s 2022 study on Flue Gas 
Desulfurization (FGD)?

• आईआईटी हदल्ली िे 2022 िे अध्ययन में फ्लू गसै डीसल्फराइजेशन 
(FGD) िे बारे में कया प्रमुि ननष्ट्िषा ननिला?

• A. FGD improves air quality but has high operational costs / FGD वायु 
गणुवत्ता में सुधार िरता है लेकिन इसिी पररचालन लागत अथधि है
B. FGD is ineffective in reducing emissions / FGD उत्सजान िो िम िरने 
में अप्रभावी है
C. FGD technology is still under development / FGD तिनीि अभी भी 
वविास िे चरण में है
D. FGD increases power production efficiency / FGD बबजली उत्पादन िी 
दक्षता बढाता है



• What change did the Supreme Court of India make regarding ad-hoc 
judge appointments in 2025?

• 2025 में भारत िे सवोच्च न्यायालय ने अस्थायी न्यायाधीशों िी 
ननयुश्कत िे संबंध में कया बदलाव किया?

• A. Allowed retired judges to be appointed on an ad-hoc basis for 
criminal appeal cases / सेवाननवतृ्त न्यायाधीशों िो अस्थायी रूप से 
आपराथधि अपील मामलों िे मलए ननयुकत िरने िी अनुमनत दी
B. Banned ad-hoc appointments completely / अस्थायी ननयुश्कतयों पर 
पूरी तरह से प्रनतबंध लगा हदया
C. Allowed ad-hoc judges to be appointed in all types of cases / सभी 
प्रिार िे मामलों में अस्थायी न्यायाधीशों िी ननयुश्कत िी अनुमनत दी
D. Restricted ad-hoc appointments only to Supreme Court cases / 
अस्थायी ननयुश्कतयों िो िेवल सवोच्च न्यायालय िे मामलों ति सीममत 
किया



• Which Article of the Indian Constitution allows ad-hoc appointment of 
retired High Court judges?

• भारतीय संववधान िा िौन सा अनुच्छेद सेवाननवतृ्त उच्च न्यायालय 
न्यायाधीशों िी अस्थायी ननयुश्कत िी अनुमनत देता है?

• A. Article 124 / अनुच्छेद 124
B. Article 214 / अनुच्छेद 214
C. Article 224-A / अनुच्छेद 224-A
D. Article 312 / अनुच्छेद 312



• What was the reason behind the RBI’s recent interest rate cut?

• RBI िी हामलया ब्याज दर िटौती िे पीछे कया िारण था?
• A. Easing inflation and boosting economic growth / मुद्रास्फीनत में िमी 
और आथथाि वविास िो बढावा देना
B. Pressure from international financial institutions / अतंरराष्ट्रीय 
ववत्तीय संस्थानों िा दबाव
C. Reducing real estate prices / अचल संपवत्त िी िीमतों िो िम िरना
D. Strengthening the Indian rupee against the dollar / भारतीय रुपये िो 
डॉलर िे मुिाबले मजबूत िरना



• What sanction did U.S. President Donald Trump impose on the 
International Criminal Court (ICC)?

• अमेररिी राष्ट्रपनत डोनाल्ड रंप ने अतंरराष्ट्रीय अपराध न्यायालय (ICC) 
पर िौन सा प्रनतबंध लगाया?

• A. Freezing assets and travel bans on ICC officials / आईसीसी 
अथधिाररयों िी संपवत्तयों िो फ्रीज िरना और यािा प्रनतबंध लगाना
B. Completely banning ICC from operating in the U.S. / आईसीसी िो 
अमेररिा में िाम िरने से पूरी तरह प्रनतबंथधत िरना
C. Imposing financial penalties on ICC members / आईसीसी सदस्यों पर 
ववत्तीय दंड लगाना
D. Declaring ICC as a foreign terrorist organization / आईसीसी िो 
ववदेशी आतंिवादी संगठन घोवषत िरना



• What was the book "Voyages Retraced: India’s Influence in East Asia" 
about?

• "Voyages Retraced: India’s Influence in East Asia" पुस्ति किस बारे में
थी?

• A. India’s maritime trade history with Europe / भारत िा यूरोप िे साथ 
समुद्री व्यापार िा इनतहास
B. India’s cultural and historical impact on Southeast Asia / भारत िा 
दक्षक्षण पूवा एमशया पर सांस्िृनति और ऐनतहामसि प्रभाव
C. India’s struggle for independence / भारत िे स्वतंिता संग्राम िा
इनतहास
D. Economic relations between India and the U.S. / भारत और अमेररिा 
िे बीच आथथाि संबंध



• What is Jevons Paradox?

• जेवन्स पराडॉकस कया है?
• A. Increased efficiency leads to higher overall resource consumption / 
बढी हुई दक्षता समग्र संसाधन िपत िो बढाती है
B. Decreased efficiency leads to conservation of resources / घटी हुई 
दक्षता संसाधनों िे संरक्षण िी ओर ले जाती है
C. Renewable energy sources reduce overall energy demand / 
नवीिरणीय ऊजाा स्रोत िुल ऊजाा मांग िो िम िरते हैं
D. Economic growth leads to technological stagnation / आथथाि वदृ्थध 
तिनीिी ठहराव िी ओर ले जाती है



• What is the primary objective of the GREAT scheme under the National 
Technical Textiles Mission?

• राष्ट्रीय तिनीिी वस्ि ममशन िे तहत GREAT योजना िा मुख्य उद्देचय 
कया है?

• A. Funding startups in technical textiles / तिनीिी वस्िों में स्टाटाअप्स 
िो ववत्तपोषण प्रदान िरना
B. Promoting traditional textile industries / पारंपररि वस्ि उद्योगों िो 
बढावा देना
C. Reducing imports of synthetic fabrics / मसथेंहटि िपडों िे आयात िो 
िम िरना
D. Increasing India’s textile exports to Europe / यूरोप िो भारत िे वस्ि
ननयाात िो बढाना



• Why did the U.S. withdraw from WHO and UNHRC?

• अमेररिा ने WHO और UNHRC से कयों हटने िा फैसला किया?
• A. Alleged bias against Israel and poor handling of COVID-19 / इज़राइल 
िे खिलाफ पूवााग्रह और COVID-19 िे िराब प्रबंधन िा आरोप
B. Financial mismanagement by these organizations / इन संगठनों 
द्वारा ववत्तीय िुप्रबंधन
C. U.S. policy shift towards isolationism / अमेररिा िी अलगाववाद नीनत
D. Pressure from European allies / यूरोपीय सहयोथगयों िा दबाव





Fun fact



Was Once a Buddhist Nation



80% of _____'s land is covered by 
mountains,











Thank you 
guys.
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