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* Which six states have passed a resolution against UGC Regulations
20257

-%wrmagm#qgﬁmzozsmﬁa:%wmm

* A. Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Assam
| FAEWISE, IR, diAdTg, I, fATde 9eer, 3uqA
B. Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Tefangana, Kerala, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand / Felles, dfACEATS, delame, e, f§AT We,

SIRds
C. Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Bihar, Odisha, Goa, Madhya Pradesh / 3«IX

Yo, UoITd, [QER, NS, NaT, HET Year

D. Rajasthan, West Bengal, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Tripura / TSIEYTE, URTA FaTTdl, TATFHaA, FomTaer 4SeT, AR,

e



* What is the primary reason for these states opposing the UGC
Regulations 2025?

- ¥ T FEHT 2025 AT #1 Q@A F=24r FT @ 87

* A. They believe education is a state subject / d AT % f forar v
T &1 QT §

B. They want to increase central control over universities / @
freafagareat v &l fAr=or qeEr ara &
C. The regulations promote privatization of universities / & GO

freafacareat & fAShaIor #) deEr &a &

D. The rﬁle§ enforce English as the mandatory medium of instruction /
I T AN Y AT R AT T E



 Which BJP allies have also opposed the UGC Regulations 20257

memﬁmmzozsmmmﬁm
?

» A. Shiv Sena (Shinde faction) and JD(U) / frad=T (fﬂ% ?I?) IR

B. TeI Desam Party (TDP) and Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) / a?ﬂT CAH
) 3T e STAerfFd 9l (TersdY)

C Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and Samajwadi Party (SP) / 3TH HTeHT

qréf (3m9) 3R AT 9Ef (T

D. Bahu;an Samaj Party (BSP) and Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) / dgalel

AT 91l (I99T) 3#? TSI dlh ol (3RTsN) 2



 What is the Stryker vehicle, recently tested in Ladakh?
+ BTT B # W@ A 81T fohdT a1T TS aTgeT FAT 872

* A. A high-speed battle tank / T& 3T JIfd aTell ZI?{W ¢Hh
B. An infantry combat vehicle / T Yol GaT CECY “qrge
C. A long-range missile launcher / T& ol Y ‘Fh'ms?-r dAleal
D. A multi-purpose drone system / Tch it r '§’I?-I' UTTel!

O ~



* Which U.S.-made weapon failed to perform optimally in high-altitude
conditions during Indian Army tests?

. AT A F et F ZRer S A1 IARE gRAR 3o
a1 W T &TAAT § YeRld Agl HT AHI?
* A. Patriot Missile System / feTe fRwasa RveH

B. Javelin Anti-Tank Guided Missile (ATGM) / SiafeleT wd-dh MSesS

fAgrser (ATGM)
C. MQ-9 Reaper Drone / MQ-9 9T ST
D. M777 Howitzer / M777



* What was the historical significance of renaming Fort William in
Kolkata?

. dIdThIdT #A Bic RFPTA &1 A1 Ieaa &1 Wagie Agea a1
AqT?

* A. It honored India's first Field Marshal / 98 HRd & tl%ﬁ' fies
AT Y GFATT FIaT &

B. It removed a colonial-era name / $8a1 gfafdes a9 & ATH &I
ger fear

C. It was done to attract more tourism / 3@' e gdea smwiNa
F¥a & forw fHar arar

D. It was renamed after a freedom fighter / 38 T Tadadl Qelreil &
olH YI 19T 0l



* What is the purpose of the newly launched ‘GARBH-INi-DRISHTI’ data
repository?

o ANATH =T fFT T 'GARBH-INi-DRISHTI' 2T RUTfoiedy 1
3ga’T FT g7

* A. Collection of historical manuscripts / tri%mﬁm qgﬁlﬁ'iﬂ I

q9g
B. Health data storage for pregnant women and newborns / AT

AfeATt 3R Agea fAANT F AT TERELT 2@ T HSROT

C. Monitoring climate chanoge data / STeldTg qR@de 3eT @fuﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁ
D. Maintaining defense intelligence records / T&1T E;ﬁﬂﬂ O GILY

Yol



* Which Indian tribal dance was recently celebrated due to the first
electricity supply in Neelabandha?

- AT # ggell I) fasrelr 3mqfd & FROT I & FA Fher @I
am?hzraiﬁanﬁa—zrmmm’?

* A. Bihu /
B. Dhimsa /

C. Kalbelia / STeraferar
D. Lavani / 9ITaOf}



* Which country recently put Santorini Island on high alert due to
undersea earthquakes?

- fr qer A g1 Y 7 AR gdliT B wog F S sl F
HROT 3T Hddhdl I TEGT?

* A. Japan / SITYTeT
B. Greece / T

C. Indonesia / SE1ATAAT
D. Italy / STt



 What is the key feature of India's GDP growth projection for 2025-267

-zozsgsﬂ:ﬁvﬂmﬁsﬁsﬁtﬁaﬁﬂ:maﬁmﬁam
AT &7

* A. Projected nominal GDP growth at 10.1% / 3-'I?I1=|Tﬁl?l' oATHHATA
SiSdr gefer 10.1%

B. Projected real GDP growth at 12% / 3-17-|TITﬁI?I' arEdias Stard)
g 12%

C. Predicted fiscal deficit below 2% /2% ¥ $HA QT °1e &1
3FITI'I?-I'

D. Expected decline in capital expendlture/tﬁﬁﬂ?l' g H fRmEc
Sl IFAIG
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“You need power only to do
omething harmful. Otherwise
/e is enough, compassion is
enough.”
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SYSTEM MALFUNCTION

IAF fighter plane
crashes near Gwalior

NEWS » PAGE 4

Prepare plan
for “volunt
departure’ o
Gazans:

Israel

WORLD » PAGE 14

UM ISSUES WARMING
80 killed as militants,
Army clash in Sudan

WORLD » PAGE 14

BRIGHT START

India cruises past
England in first ODI

SPORT » PAGE 16

appecasement,
says PM in RS
NEW DELIE

Comparing the Congress
with his government’s record,

Thursday that the Congress
practised the politics of
sement white his
rament worked for

=stisfaction of all. » PAGE &

Centre plays down U.S. handling of deportees

Both Houses erupt in

est over handcuffi

and chaining of Indians; External Affairs Minister says use of such

isa

on the obligati

of all countries to take back their nationals if they are found to be living illegally abroad, and asserts that discouraging illegal movemnent was in collective interest of the House

NEW DELHI

mid protests from
the ~ Opposition
members over the

way undocumented Indian
ks

ed in Amritsar on
day on a US.
plane.

Wednes-
military

Speaking in the Rajya
Sabha first. Mr. Jaishankar
said a cocal of 15756 llegal

were.
and chained by the U.S.
while deporting them to
India, l-.xlerna.l Affairs Ml»
nister Ja
Thursday informed Parlia-
ment that the deportation
of undocumented mi-
grants was not a new deve-
and the use of
restraings was a “standard

LuckNOw

Samajwadh Party president
Akitesh Yadav on Thursday
alleged that the ning.
Bharatiya Janata Party
indulged in largescale rigging

Milkspur byslection heid on
Wednesday. » PAGE 2

SRINAGAR/JAMMU
A civilian was found dead in

Kathua in Jamm on Thursday
Sar depadly Gclog tortiten

from a checkpoint » PAGE 4

Draft guidelines:
UGC extends last
date for feedback

NEW DELEI
A day after the Education
Ministers of six non-BIP nied
States met In Bengatuns and
resolved against the University

Mr. Jaishankar said the

Indian._tmudgranes

bee: o india

From the U8, since 2009,
The Lok Sabha wit-

nessed multiple disrup-
tions and was eventuall
adjourned after Mr. Jaish-
ankar made the statement
amid protests.

He stressed that it was

legally abroad.

the

uproar over the treatment
meted out to 104 illegal In-
dian immigrants who land-

be aware that the

not a new one, 1 repeat not
a new one, and has been
ongoing for several years.”
M Jaishankar said, while
ring a year-wise break-
up of deportees since
2004.

The highest deportation
vas witnessed in 2019 with

In chains:
Srcrafe. x fuseRCHER

2,042 illegal Indian immi-
sent back to

of the government would
be to “crack down on the -

gal migration industry”.

ndocumented indian nationats beng deported o Indka In restrai

NEW DELE
Amidst outrage over the
trestment of indian deportees,
the United States doubled
down on s decision to fly the
alieged illegst immigrants
shackied an; cuffed

aboard a mulitary plane. Apart
from India, the U.S. military’s

2 military plane landing on

our soil:
e Jaishankar said the
deporistions were ezecii:
and

{ICE) authorities, and “the
standard operating proce-
dure for deportations by
aircraft used by the ICE of
fective from . provides
for the 1se of restraim
“There has
rom the past pro.
t unde

vernment to ensure that
the deportees are not mis-
treated during the flight.”
Mr. Jaishankar told the Ra-
jya Sabha. He said the ICE
informed the Indian go-

vernment that women and
children were not res-
ed. The needs of de-

necessities, including pos-
sible medical emergences,
were attended to, he ad-
de

MORE REPORTS OM
»PAGES

Mr Kharge said, adding.

ed by th

Cmitme | Enarcement

»PAGES

I rubns: A man hammenng the debris around the vandabsed residence of Shetkh Mujibur Rahman In Dhaka on Thursday. ap

Yunus planned to kill me, says Hasina
after mob razes father Mujib’s house

01 Bhattacherjee
DIBRUGARH

become

Trump bars trans
athletes from
women's sports

WASHINGTON
U.S. Prasident Donald Trume
an Executive Order on
Wednesday seeking to ban
transgender athietes from

targeting transgender people
since retuming to office last
month. » PAGE 14
cae
=

has

the “land onenor(sxs ;\nd
militan

Prime Miniscer Shelion o
sina said in

was str
the web pages of the Awa-
mi League soon after a
“bulldozer rally” by a mob

for the demolition of the
house where she grew up.
She said she would have
to accomplish “some im-
portant assignmenc™ in the
coming days. “A game of
destruction _has _started
around Bangladesh, which
is going through a phase of
chacs and upheaval. Ban-
gladesh, which was a role
model elopment
acroms the world, hes be.
come the land of terrorists
and militants. This is in-

demotished the historic 32 eed a matter of great mis-
Dhanmondi residence of  fortune for us all,” she said.
Bangladesh’s ounding Ms. Hasina criticised the
leader and her father. current mment, led
Shefkh Mulbur Rshman, by Nobel lsureats Moham-
early on . Yunus, calling &t
Inchia termed the Inc cnmpl.e(ely
dent .
Ms. Hasina, who is in ex- -He has come e S e

gladesh would do justice

using mo: nd by
Stepping on the dead ba.
dies of many of our
country.” she said. ~There

was meticulous planning
by Yunus sahib to kill me
and my sister.” she added.
“They can break a house
but we can rebuild that
house. Bangladesh will rise
again. | survived repeated
ek mempu an

Almighty saved me re-
pea(ed)y from danger in
the past,” said Ms. Hasina.

Banglade: ests

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Bangladesh protest-
£ gy’ A M 15

conveyed to Pawan Badhe,
who is currently serving as

the Head of Mission in the
High Commission of India
in Dhaka. “Through the
protest note, handed over
0 the Acting High Com-
missioner of india in Dha-
ka, the Ministry conveyed

the deep concern, disap-
pointment and serious re-
servation of the Gowern-
ment of Bangladesh, as
such statements are hurt-
ing lhe sentiments of the

peo) Bangladesh,”
faid the MOFA: Bangla-
in a press note.

On Wednesday a mob
called for the destruction
of 32 . the resi-
dence of desh's
founding father. Sheikh
Mujibur  Ral The

crowd then started dis-
mantling the building us-
ing heavy e. mor

machinery despite a polsce

presence.
In a statement, the Awa-
mi League accused the in-

What was ‘gross’ about the
12 Bills kept pending for 3
years: SC to T.N. Governor

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked what Ta-
mil Nadu Governor BN
Ravi found so
about the 12 Bills the State
government sent him for
assent that they were kept
pending for over three
years.
A Bench orjusuces 15
relforala s B

Pe
van reca; trajecto-
of

ey g mostly to do

You [Governor] a

aying | withhold

corert. but at the same tme.

1 will not

procedure unde
The Governor se
have adopeed his own
procedure here

sk them to reconsicke

SC to hear Kerala’s plea
on Governors in March

have a
benefit of the Governor,  NEW DELHI to delay assent or
whose ce was repre- Inclefiniiokirckt e ciciad
sented by Attorney-Gener-  The State of Kerala on Is passed by the
of India R. Thursday pushed for an Legmanve Assemblies.
Venkataramani. early hearing in the The matter is likely to be
Justice Pard! Supreme Court for its writ  listed in March.

n N
2023, the latter had quickly
referred two of the Bills
the President and proceed-
&4 to withhold consent on

n, arguing that
Governors in
Opposition-ruled States

FULL REPORT OM
» PAGE 3

the remaining two pro-
posed Laws.
“We do not want 1o un-
dexraina the piwers of the
overnos ut, tell us,
what s that someshing
gross the Governor found
that he kept these pe:
for over three years?” Jus-
tice Pardiwala asked.

Ar. Venkataramani said
the State, through its sub-
missions, was portraying
the Governor as an “ins&-
nificant” authority

ing mall place” in a
constitutional cy.
He argued G or
had only expressed hi
wish to withhold nt.
Law officer said the

The State re-

found the Bills

e judge further ob-

served that the Tamil Nadu
mbly had re

the 10 Bills in a Special Ses-

sion and sent them again o

Hability for last night's des-

tructive acts.”

sented to one Bill, rejected
seven and not

by senior advo-
cates Rakesh Dwivedi, Mu-

oppo-
Bills were
Ravi

had countermanded
the will of the people ex-
pressed through their
elected

siv-
ing the State government
more powers, both as an
authority over university

e Chanceliors. Higher
educadon \\as a sub)ecl in
the Concurres

Gussice. Pardiwaia said
the Governor's submis-
sions “did not make any
sense~. “... The Governor
seems to have adopted his
own procedure here,” he

the A-G.




Editorial

THE HINDU

Friday, February 7, 2025
CHENRAL

A call for chaos

The US. should push for a two-state

solution. not e an entire le
hen the state of lerael was created in
Palestine _in more than

706,006 Paléstinians, the Land's orl
ginal
miinhiar hie Swced inass ckpaliton s the Nakia
(catast ). More Palestinians were expelles
during the Six-Day War in 1967. Some moved -

that has suffered relent-
less Israeli bombardment for 15 months. His pl

involves o

Arab countries, taking over the 360 5q. km strip
which he calls a “hellhole” and redeveloping it in-
o the Riviera of the Middle East. At a press confe-
rence in Washington DC, with Israeli Prime Mi-

sdentity, tive history,

ture, iz deeply tied to the Palestinian land.

pite 1 Levacit bombardenent. the Palest.
nlm of Gaza luve refused to leave. Now, Mr.

P
ethnic <l

Even
their dependence on U.S. aid, must pay attention
to the sentiments of their people, who over-
whelmingly support Palestini
Trump's vision of rebullding
with the Israeli far-right’s agenda: resettling the
tand wn.h Jewish settlers. This will further alie-
nate an already desperate poj ion and plant
yet another time bomb i West Asia. Mr.

must abandon his calls for the echnic cleansing
and instead use America’s influence to ensure a
successful ceasefire in Gaza. The U.S. should be
working toward a lasting. just solution — one that
acknowledges Palestinian rights and upholds the
principles of peace and stability in the region.

aid work
The fallout of US. foreign assistance
freeze will be farreaching

far

n: often stems from contempt, and
the kind now being exhibited by U.S. Presi-
Aet Tioriahd Temmop ariif B adrmlsiledention

s no

The primary lessons from the Reagan air crash

he tragic mid-air collision on January

ngs out.
several aspects of human factors that can result in
a y.

In this case, the first was having politicians

formal inw began and the bodies were
et to be recovered from the watery grave of the
Potomac river. U_S. President Donald was
o former U.S. Presidents Barack
Cbama and Joe Biden for diluting U:
standards, forgetting that It was he who held the
reins in the interim four-year .
in India

Unlike in India, where the truch is hidden and
restrictions placed on all access to information on
the accident, photographs or data on the state of

was
accq)tedbylheuw The hellcopeer, PAT2S (or.
Alf Transport) had taken off from

Aduisory Counci
[CASAC),

The Reagan
.ucldt:nl in the

side-tracked

Dearby for a Proficiency training flight at night
and had been in

clearance to maintain visual and pass behind the
passenger flight. This is where the
Plays a big part. The flight was at night.

e navigation lights and the rotating
beaoon. the helicopter pilot had no other clue to
make ot the type of alrcraft he had visual
sighting with. His only information was based on
the flight mumber.

one looks at the radar picture

collided with a Saudi Arablan Airlines Boeing Jar
om Delhi to

from the when he submitted his
. It was anot] fficial who finalised the
rt. 1t is needless to say that the last nine
minutes of the digi. it data rec of the
a flight was a

In the recent crash in South Korea, in
December 2024, where a passenger flight landed
with retracted wheels and crashed into an

ion from thy

American crew accepted a side step to a different

runway.

The “hurry syndrome’

Did the helicopter piloc wrongly idenafy this

second flight to when he
1 Eiriaat o Al crafe controts If one ooks

ing th landing
System localiser antenna, South Korea, like ihdia
at the time of the Mangaluru crash, had noc
complied with the International Civil Aviation
Qegantzasion GCAC) Aneiex 14; Molime | Stariderd.
thar all

that
area shall be frangible tfrmnhnua!y 1, 2010) Yet,
ICAO gave them a clean chit during the

conducted. The Korean jet's digital myu e
recorder was also blank for the Last four minutes.

incidents in Bengaluru, Tiruchi
Let us not forget the case of two Indigo flights, on
January 7. 2022 — one bound for Kolkata, and the
other for hwar — that were departing

take-off. In the two runways at Bengaluru,
Furway was to be used for take-offs and the other

ce
sounded as it would have been inhibited below
1L000 fr.

In aviation partance, this &s what one calls
“Press-on-itis”, or the hurry ome’, where
once you get fixated, a.llmherinpunc

your a fresh and
it ind 10 b st o mamtatn stustional
awareness and spatial orfentation. Fatigue and
stress have a major role in these situations. The

for landin It was a narrow
escape for both planes.

Neither the airline nor the air traffic control
reported the matter but the incident came to light
during a safety andic. The lack of situational

and the lack of of the pilots

On October 11, 2024, an Air India Express flight
from
hydraulic failure in one system. It circled for close
to three hours before landing. But the polstical
Class in Tamil Nadu and the media went to town
making a hero out of the capeain who had

Soon after the Reagan accident, the visual
media in India went on overdrive, with graphic
presentations of the Charkhi Dadri mid-air
collision in India, near New Delhi, on November
12, 1996. In this accident, a an Atrlines
flight from Chimkent, Kazakhastan to Delhi

are on he could
ve made an overwelght landing immediately.
This Is another example of people with no

The saga of regulating India’s thermal power emissions _

commitménts has become a defining feature of
Mr. Trump’s foreign policy. and the latest deci-
sion to freeze foreign assistance adds to the list of
drastic moves, following the withdrawal from
‘WHO and the Par!

who rely on
impact

ent of Government
Iabel USALD a viper's nest of radical left
who hate America. The official USAID website
has been stripped of is content, but announced

in
nearly demde—lnng saga that fans of Franz Kafka
would find
“The MOEFOC revised the emission norms for
er

expected to comply with them by December 2017
despite & being a tight deadl

the
o for particulae fmaiter ermdiions s
norms for other emissions, including
SO, for the first time. These norms were
understood to be broadly on a par with existing
ractices in countries such as Australia, China
and the United States.

The morphing of a debate
Indian coal generally has a lower sulphur content
than other coal, which should have made it easier
for Indian thermial plants & mees the SC:

th

nor:
ueswaysmmeamennm gvenl.ndlzncaals
debate

mlm.vmhanyal exceptions.
critical staff. The administration also ordered the

into the
challenges .mund implementing the flue gas

rapid r!panlaﬂon of overseas USAID
within 30 days.
USAID was established in 1961 as an indepen-

velopment ald. According to the US. govern-
ment's official spen: pend-
g gov), USAID was allocated $44.2 billion in the
2024 budget. mnknusamaunummumof
the total US. federal budget, media reports mdi-
cate that it accounted for nearly 42% of all hu-
mankarian id tmched by the UN in 2020 USAID
funds a range of programmes which include
health care, food aid (including assistan:

ce to Ga-
22). and policy advocacy. The agency has main-
ed a strong p o5 Ena i e 19608;

tion, HIV/TB prmnnm polio er: mmn, and
child health. Though direct financial aid

ing from International aid efforts s more than a
bureaucratic shift: & risks leaving millions with-

food, medical assistance and critical resourc-
es. The decision reflects an inward looking ap.
proach the

*FGD)
demipburisation of bigh culglur ¢ coal. Despite

the norms never

became one
of FGD Installations given
periods and the likely costs of installin,
In parallel, a different discourse questioning
the SO: emission norms th s also took

Ashok

shape, often driven by different arms of the
The C

(CEA) published papers in 2020 and 2021,

questloning the need for uniform norms across
counry an that s country-wide

implementation be phased out till 2035. The CEA

is with the Prayas
(Erergy Group)

& with the Prayas
|Energy Group}

Electricity

consumers are

likely to pay for
but

2 smudy from [T Delhi in 2022
which concluded that the installation of FGI
ety brenelivs s ugued for

i
FGDs being expensive, lhﬂrsupply ':hzinbe!ng
inadequate, and their operation leading to

agenciles, 31, 2024

‘with many plants having to comply from

December 31 of 2022 and 2023. But it is not clear

if various pollution control boards are verifying

adherence to even norms as there is no

public source easily available that provides this
information.

Consumer pays
Given the evolving timelines in the various

increased coal consumption (and hence Brihe — ehiongh it & 8 pacs requited o meat.
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The saga of regulating India’s thermal power emissions

Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(MOEFCC) issued a notification amending
the Environment Protection Rules by pushing
back the deadline for thermal plants to comply
with sulphur dioxide (SO2) emission norms by
three years without any reasons being given. As it
happens, the existing deadline for about 20
gigawatts (GW) of thermal plants, all located in
close proximity to densely populated areas, was
December 31, 2024. This is the latest instance in a
nearly decade-long saga that fans of Franz Kafka
would find appealing.

The MoEFCC revised the emission norms for
Indian thermal plants in December 2015 after
public consultations, and all thermal plants were
expected to comply with them by December 2017
despite it being a tight deadline.

This notification tightened the prevalent
norms for particulate matter emissions and
introduced norms for other emissions, including
SOz, for the first time. These norms were
understood to be broadly on a par with existing
practices in countries such as Australia, China
and the United States.

0 n December 30, 2024, India’s Ministry of

The morphing of a debate
Indian coal generally has a lower sulphur content
than other coal, which should have made it easier
for Indian thermal plants to meet the SO2
emission norms. But rather than focusing on the
best ways to meet the norms — given Indian coal’s
characteristics — the debate morphed into the
challenges around implementing the flue gas
desulphurisation (FGD) technology for
desulphurisation of high-sulphur coal. Despite
the norms never mandating FGDs, the discussion
became one about issues such as the scheduling
of FGD installations given their long gestation
periods and the likely costs of installing them.

In parallel, a different discourse questioning
the SOz emission norms themselves also took
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plants do not
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shape, often driven by different arms of the
government. The Central Electricity Authority
(CEA) published papers in 2020 and 2021,
questioning the need for uniform norms across
the country and proposing that its country-wide
implementation be phased out till 2035. The CEA
also commissioned a study from IIT Delhi in 2022
which concluded that the installation of FGDs
does provide air quality benefits but argued for
extending the timelines due to issues such as
FGDs being expensive, their supply chain being
inadequate, and their operation leading to
increased coal consumption (and hence
greenhouse gas emissions).

In 2024, NITI Aayog commissioned the
CSIR-National Environmental Engineering
Research Institute to conduct a study on this.
This study concluded that SO2 emission norms
are not important to achieve good ambient air
quality in India, and instead the focus should be
on particulate emissions. There was also one
strand of debate about secondary aerosol
formation from SO: emissions as the reason to
have norms for it even though Indian coal is
relatively low sulphur. Thus, rather than debating
these issues and building a consensus before
notifying the first set of norms, it continues
robustly nearly a decade after their notification.

Different deadlines
In the midst of these debates, the MOEFCC
diluted some norms and also extended, multiple
times, the deadlines for compliance, with the
notification of December 2024 being the fourth in
the series. As a result, there are different
deadlines for thermal plants in different locations
and for different types of emissions, with SO
emission deadlines being well after the deadline
for other emissions.

Indeed, the final deadline for compliance with
other emissions, which include particulate matter
emissions that are considered important by all

government agencies, was December 31, 2024
with many plants having to comply from
December 31 of 2022 and 2023. But it is not clear
if various pollution control boards are verifying
adherence to even these norms as there is no
public source easily available that provides this
information.

Consumer pays

Given the evolving timelines in the various
notifications by the MOEFCC, many thermal
plants have already tendered contracts to install
FGDs — though not at a pace required to meet
their deadlines before the latest notification. This
was enabled by electricity regulators introducing
regulations to pass on the costs of installing FGDs
and other pollution control equipment to
electricity consumers, irrespective of whether
emission norms are met (so that it is not a burden
on thermal plants).

As aresult, though the earliest deadline for
meeting SOz emission norms is now December 31,
2027, 22 GW of thermal plants have already
installed FGDs. Additionally, 102 GW (nearly 50%
of installed thermal capacity) is in advanced
stages of setting up FGDs.

Given the new timelines for compliance, the
chances are that plants with FGDs will not run
them since this would increase the cost of
generation and hence push them down the
preferred list of generators. Thus, electricity
consumers are likely to be paying for installed but
unused equipment, even as citizens living around
thermal plants do not get the benefit of cleaner
air for at least three more years, if not longer.

Perhaps this modern variant of Birbal’s khichdi
will get cooked one day, but the institutional,
environmental, health and financial costs of
doing so are likely to end up being high. And,
unlike the original fable, it is not even clear
whether the right lessons would be learnt from
this saga.




* Background and Policy Changes | Wﬂ;ﬁ' 3 SAifa aRade

* On December 30, 2024, India’s Ministry of Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change (MoEFCC) extended the deadline for compliance
with SO, emission norms for thermal power plants by three years.

- 30 RHER 2024 F WX & TIEIN, df AN Seary IRad A
(MoEFCC)#mﬁﬁmﬂ:msozswoﬁd HATTFT T TeleT
HIA hT AT AT T AT Fe1 &N




The new deadline for 20 gigawatts (GW) of thermal plants near

densely populated areas is now December 31, 2024.

o il MEEY I 818 & 9 *yd 20 3emae (Gw) ardir ¥9a) & fow
a5 §HT WA 39 31 ’RHaX 2024 B

This is part of a decade-long delay in enforcing pollution control

norms.

* I§ YGUUT fATAUT ATTHI F AR FIA A TF qUF ¥ T TG T FT
feea @



Evolution of SO, Emission Norms | SO, 3cHod ATAR HT AF

In December 2015, MoEFCC tightened emission norms for
particulate matter and introduced norms for SO, for the first time.

- f{EaT 2015 A, MoEFccd wiféFere A (PM) F fAT ATH T w3
forar 3T el IR S0, 3cwe & fAw faws @y vl




* India’s low-sulfur coal should have made compliance easier, but
discussions soon shifted to the feasibility of Flue Gas Desulfurization

(FGD) technology.

* ARA & FHA-UeBI T & HFRUT 3 ATAD] HT YTeled HIaAT
AT T TIfeT o1, Affher TaT STeg & & 39
NACHISAUT (FGD) Al $Y cTdegRidT U< Hiad ar TS|



Aspect

Definition

Purpose

Types of FGD

Working Principle

Chemical Reaction

Efficiency

Byproducts

Details

A technology used to remove sulfur dioxide (SO,) from exhaust flue gases of fossil-

fuel power plants and other industrial processes.

Reduces air pollution by limiting sulfur emissions, which contribute to acid rain and

respiratory diseases.

1. Wet FGD: Uses a liquid absorbent (limestone/lime slurry) to remove SO.,.
2. Dry FGD: Uses dry sorbents (lime, sodium bicarbonate) to capture SO..
3. Semi-Dry FGD: Uses a hybrid approach with limited water consumption.

- Flue gas passes through an absorber or scrubber.

- Chemical reaction occurs between SO, and the sorbent.

- Byproducts (gypsum in wet FGD) are collected and disposed of or used in

construction.

CaCO; + SO, - CaS0; + CO,

(Calcium carbonate reacts with sulfur dioxide to form calcium sulfite).
Typically removes 90-99% of sulfur dioxide from flue gases.

- Wet FGD: Gypsum (CaS0,-2H,0), which can be used in cement and drywall
manufacturing.

- Dry FGD: Dry ash, which needs disposal.




Applications

Environmental

Benefits

Challenges

Regulations

India’'s FGD
Mandate

Used in coal-fired power plants, cement factories, refineries, steel industries, and

other industrial setups emitting sulfur dioxide.

- Reduces air pollution and acid rain.

- Improves air quality and public health.

- High installation and operational costs.
- Large water and energy consumption in wet systems.

- Byproduct disposal management.

Mandated by environmental policies like the Clean Air Act (USA) and similar

regulations worldwide.

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has made FGD

mandatory for thermal power plants to reduce SO, emissions.




* Multiple research studies,
including lIT Delhi’s 2022 study,
confirmed that FGDs improve air
quality but have high operational

costs.

feeell & 2022 &
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Conflicting Government Positions | ¥R & TATremerrt ifaar

The Central Electricity Authority (CEA) suggested phasing out uniform emission norms
until 2035, arguing that FGDs were expensive and increased coal consumption.

» T fagga WSRO (CEA) & I8 a% & §T 2035 TF WA ScHold AITH! Pl IOMEEH FIA H
gea far @ Fep #gm § AR FIA A wua Terar B

In contrast, NITI Aayog’s study in 2024 emphasized the need for particulate emission

controls rather than SO, norms.

- 58% faudia, 2024 # A AT F IJLAIT A 50, AGTH HY T TEFeT IS AIAT T
€T 3R Y HARTHAT TS|



. Multiple Deadlines and Delays | IR-9RX THT AT AEaR 3R &

Since 2015, the MoEFCC has extended the deadline multiple times, with the
latest notification being the fourth revision.

¢ 2015 ¥, MoEFCCH &% IR WHI HIAT 9¢15 8, 3R Fdlran fargaen dlur wuau=r 81

The final deadline for compliance with particulate matter norms is December 31,

2024, but SO, norms are delayed until December 31, 2027.

e qIfeFae AT (PM) AHI FT AHfAH Iqurersr FHT 31 fGWaw 2024 &, AfFaT S0, ATHI
& for A daT 31 REsw 2027 a« ser & 718 g



Consumer Impact and Industry Response | 3YMFAT THT 3T
I AT Ui fear

Many thermal plants have already awarded contracts to install
FGDs, increasing electricity tariffs for consumers.

o HF AT HIAT A Iger 1 FGD W9 & v Iepay fRw §, oW
IgNFAT F AT fosrel $r ¥ 95 W &



However, the new deadline means some installed FGDs may remain
unused, leading to wastage of resources.é‘fﬂ'iﬁ?, Fl'é' JAT AT &7

Aded ¢ & & T FGD IYFd & FHhd ¢, Sad FaTeHl
T ga1dr g

Currently, around 102 GW (50% of total thermal capacity) is in various

stages of installing FGDs.ddHTT #, SeTHT 102 3erare (ﬁﬁl’ ardi=r
&THdT &1 50%) fRAffie =Iwoi & reD ¥RT FT W}
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Amount received by
India in climate
finance so far
l 16 in S billion. This includes
$346.52 million from the
- Global Environment
Faclity, $303.9 million from the Gree
Climate Fund, and $16.86 million from the

Adaptation Fund. Funds are got through
the fnancal of U

Illegal Indian
immigrants deported
from U.S. since 2009

A total of
15756 Alagal

immigrants have been deoorted trom the
US since 2009, Extemnal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar sasd. The highest deportation

Conwvention on Climate Changw -

n 2019 with 2,042 ille;
Indian immigrants being sent back. »r

THE2@&a HINDU

Number of pending

cases where the
Central govt. is a party

Finance Ministry alone being one of the
litigants in nearly two lakh cases. The Law
Minister said as of Decemnber 31, 2024, 3
total of 406 POCSO (e-POCSO} courts, are
functional across 30 States and UTs. =n

lakh. The Central government is a
party in nearty seven Lakh cases
pending across courts, with the

Number of public
in 2024

In takh. Over 28 lakh public
grievances were redressed Last
o . sy

Singh sasd on Thursday. These complants
were recerved on the Centralised Public

IS

year, Union Minister Jitendrs

citizens to raise public grievances. »n

Number of medical

colleges served
show-cause notices

The University Grants
Commission has ssued
show-cause notices to 18

medical colleges for not complying with
anti-ragging regulations. The defaulter
<colleges include two each in Dethi, Tami
Nadu, Assam and Puducherry. »n
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Under the scanner: Adani’s prgject in Sri Lanka

Why is Adani Green's power plant in northern Sri Lanka controversial? What are the environmental concerns linked to it? What did current

Follow us & facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the hindu (&) instagram.com/the hindu

President

Anura Kumara

The story so far:
n January 24, news agenc
AFP reporced that Sri Lanika
revoked a 2024

purc agreement signed
wwith Adani Green Energy Limited A Sri
Lankan official told the agency that while
the profect itself had not been cancelled.
the government has appointed a
committee to review it. The Adani Group

pledge to cancel the -corrupe- project
been mired in controversy from
bl approved.

What is Dissanayake’s position?
In its latest clarification, the Dissanayake
government has said that there is no
Gecision to cancel the project, but that it
would renegotiate a lower rate of power
purchase with the firm. Cabinet

Spokesman Nalinda Jayatissa stated that
e Borvernmant ls seeling a lower tarl
that is six cents per ki our

W), instead of the formerly agreed rate
of 8.26 cents per kWh.

The Minister's announcement stood
out, since the Dissanayake government in
Oc(ober 2024 told the Court, m

‘What is the project?
Adani Green Energy Limited is to busld a
wind power plant project in the Mannar
and Pooneryn towns in Sri Lanka's
northern province, investing $442
milon, According e St Sri Lankan

. that it would recos
the approval granted by the previous
sovernment to the Adani Group for the

the project is expected to add
3t least 350 MW to the Island's national
£rid by 2025.

n October 2021, Adani Group
chairman Gautam Adani visited Colombo
and called on then President Gotabaya

fair tender proce
for half the price.” he said
interview.

ss. we could have goc it
in the

weeks after his company
sealed a deal with State-owned Sri Lanka
Ports Authority (SLPA) to develop and run
the strategic Colombo Port's Western

3=

Sl raging: Former President Gotabaya Rajapaksa with Adani group Chairman Gautam Adans

‘When was the project .ppnned?
In March 2022, the CEB
Memorandum of Lndersu.ndlng with
Adani Green for the wind energy project.
but the development was under
e e wae m rapor: i thie locel S
Times that brought the move to lghl Ever
since. the project has remained in

o e feiand. The Gotabaya Rajapaksa
administration came und.er fierce artack
from the O the

In June 2022, Chairman of the CEB
M.AMLC. Ferdinando resigned, days after
told a parliamentary panel that Prime
AMinister Narendra Modi had “pressured”
Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
to clear the Adani Group profect.
SriLanka

THE GIST

In March 2022, the CEB signed
2 Memerandum of
w

crushing financial g o an
acute twin deficit problem. As a result,
Mz Gotabaya was dramatically ousted
rom office by a cltizens” uprising.
following which former Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe ook his place in

2 $442 million investment from Adani
Green Energy Limited. The two wind
power plants — 250 MW capacicy in

announce
Hindenburg accusing the Adani Group of
serious cmmpnon n J; that year,

gover:
confident of their future. In May 2024,
President Wickremesinghe's Cabinet
eared a proposal to purchase power az

$0.0826, or 8.26 cents, per KWh from
Adani Green Energy.

Adani Group for the pruje-:l without
galling for comp and

e process. The Group’s “back
door~ enrry inito Sl Lanka's energy sector

which is
proceeding. At that thme, officials of the
Ceylon Electricity Board (CEE) told media
m.n the Crot alss Seimioned dia

ity of investing in Sri Lanka’s wind
End rencwable energy e

the country’s competitive
electricity generation system, the main
opposition party Samagi Jana Balawegaya

pampering™ Prime Minister Narendra
Modis “notorious frends

concerns over the project’s likely impact

on a crucial bird corridor in the region

and on the livelihoods of local fisherfolk.
the

plant. The Central Asian Flyway, an
important migration route for

waterbird species, runs through Mannar.
Last year, multiple petitioners challenged
the Adani wind power project. The next
ing of the case is scheduled in March

& with Adand
Green for the wind

£ light. Ever since, the project
has rey the spotlight.

In February 2023, S Lanka's
Board of Investment approved

in two years.
-~

The Central Asian Flyway, 3n
Important megration route for
many waterbid species, nuns
through Mannar.

On the appointment of
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What did the Suj

the Lok Prahari judgment state? w’hm dom ‘\rucle 224-A mandate?

Aaratrika Bhaumilkc
The story so far:

Judges to High Courts on an ad-hoc basts.
appointments require the consent of

ottt vetired Jjudge and the President

of Indita. These fudges recetve

intments been made

2 What did the rule set in

form a panel of retired judges, along with
ire judges, for

What does the latest order say?
The (Ji-led Bench noted

condition laid down in Lok

Court
(hax Article 224A could result in “inaction

recommendations™ for regular
)umcul

o,address the growing backlog
of criminal ca:
Court on Jamuary 3 3; allowed
High Courts to appoint retired

judges on an ad-hoc basis, provided they
hear only criminal appeals as part of a
Bench led by a sitting . A Bench of
Chief Justice of India (CJD Sanjiv Khanna
and Justices Gavai

the sanctioned strength.
How are ad-hoc

appointed?
Article 224-A, Introduced by the

1563, allows the appotntment of redted

R D

e s order
and exarcise 4 me jurisdict

powers, and prl\v‘lleges a5 a sicting High
Court judge. The detailed procedure for
such aj ents is outlined in the 1998
Memorandum of Procedure (Mof).

When are such appointments made?
In Lok Prahari, the Court identified
stances that could warrant

cert
40% of judicial positions aeroes all mgn
Courts were vacant. The Cou

referred to Law Commission Iep-ons from
1979, 1988, and 2003, which advocated

the
Court clarsfied that ad-hoc Judges can
enly be appointed

endations for Alling less than 20%
Df vscancjes have not been made, after

of
Judges o onl, when kadicial vacancies
sanctioned strength
fun.her mled that adhoc judges can

the number of ad-hoc judges can:
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Judi st each High

rength, meaning
can have only 2 to 5 such
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o for such AppelnGRLS, ammug-.
Five Tiat 15 mot exhesirive. These
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of the i
over five

the mounting backlog of cases.

are filed (case clearance rate). The Court
also that each Chief Justice

Have the: prior instances?
There have only been three documented
instances of ad-hoc judictal appointments.
1n 1972, Justice Suraj Bhan was appointed
to the Madhya Pradesh High Court shortly
after his retirement to adjumcme election
petitions. Justice P.

similarty :.ppomted Py ey High
Court in More recently, in 2007,
Justice 'O.P. Srivastava was appointed to
the Allahabad High Court to preside over
the Ayodhya title suits.
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ABench of Chief Justice of

India {CJI] Sanjiv khanna and
Justices B.R. Gawai and Surya
Mant relaxed a rule set in Lok

(Retd } vs Unian jorpectsar 12021)

The Cot-led Bench noted that,
35 of January 25, there are 62
Iakh pending cases across High
Courts, according to data from
the National Judicial Data Grid

To tackie this growing
pendency, the Court decided to
set aside the condstion laid
down in Lok Prohars, which
permited the appointment of
3d-hoc Judges only when
judiial vacances exceeded
20% of the sanctioned
srength.




On the appointment of
ad-hoc judges to High Courts

What did the Supreme Court order? Have such appointments been made previously? What did the rule set in

the Lok Prahari judgment state? What does Article 224-A mandate?

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
o address the growing backlog
of criminal cases, the Supreme
Court on January 30, allowed
High Courts to appoint retired
judges on an ad-hoc basis, provided they
hear only criminal appeals as part of a
Bench led by a sitting judge. A Bench of
Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna
and Justices B.R. Gavai and Surya Kant
relaxed a rule set in Lok Prahari Through
Its General Secretary S.N. Shukla IAS
(Retd.) vs Union of India (2021), which had
limited such appointments to High Courts
where judicial vacancies exceeded 20% of
the sanctioned strength.

How are ad-hoc judges appointed?
Article 224-A, introduced by the
Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act,
1963, allows the appointment of retired

K »

judges to High Courts on an ad-hoc basis.
Such appointments require the consent of
both the retired judge and the President
of India. These judges receive allowances
as determined by the President’s order
and exercise the same jurisdiction,
powers, and privileges as a sitting High
Court judge. The detailed procedure for
such appointments is outlined in the 1998
Memorandum of Procedure (MoP).

When are such appointments made?
In Lok Prahari, the Court identified
specific circumstances that could warrant
the appointment of ad-hoc judges in
certain High Courts. At the time, nearly
40% of judicial positions across all High
Courts were vacant. The Court also
referred to Law Commission reports from
1979, 1988, and 2003, which advocated
for the temporary appointment of retired
judges as an effective measure to address
the mounting backlog of cases. However,

the Supreme Court expressed concerns
that Article 224A could result in “inaction
in making recommendations” for regular
judicial appointments. Consequently, the
Court clarified that ad-hoc judges can
only be appointed when
recommendations for filling less than 20%
of vacancies have not been made, after
considering both the number of sitting
judges and the pending proposals for
judicial appointments.

The Court outlined several “trigger
points” for such appointments, although
the list is not exhaustive. These include —
1) if vacancies in a High Court exceed 20%
of its sanctioned strength; 2) if cases in a
specific category have been pending for
more than five years; 3) if more than 10%
of the High Court’s cases are pending for
over five years; 4) if the case disposal rate
is lower than the rate at which new cases
are filed (case clearance rate). The Court
also recommended that each Chief Justice

form a panel of retired judges, along with
soon-to-retire judges, for appointments.

What does the latest order say?
The CJI-led Bench noted that, as of
January 25, there are 62 lakh pending
cases across High Courts, according to
data from the National Judicial Data Grid.
Of these, over 18.2 lakh are criminal
cases, while more than 44 lakh are civil
cases. To tackle this growing pendency,
the Court decided to set aside the
condition laid down in Lok Prahari, which
permitted the appointment of ad-hoc
judges only when judicial vacancies
exceeded 20% of the sanctioned strength.
It further ruled that ad-hoc judges can
only hear criminal appeals. Additionally,
the number of ad-hoc judges cannot
exceed 10% of a High Court’s sanctioned
judicial strength, meaning each High
Court can have only 2 to 5 such
appointments.

Have there been prior instances?
There have only been three documented
instances of ad-hoc judicial appointments.
In 1972, Justice Suraj Bhan was appointed
to the Madhya Pradesh High Court shortly
after his retirement to adjudicate election
petitions. Justice P. Venugopal was
similarly appointed to the Madras High
Court in 1982. More recently, in 2007,
Justice O.P. Srivastava was appointed to
the Allahabad High Court to preside over
the Ayodhya title suits.

THE GIST
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A Bench of Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna and
Justices B.R. Gavai and Surya
Kant relaxed a rule setin Lok
Prahari Through Its General
Secretary S.N. Shukla IAS
(Retd.) vs Union of India (2021).

v

The CJI-led Bench noted that,
as of January 25, there are 62
lakh pending cases across High
Courts, according to data from
the National Judicial Data Grid.

v

To tackle this growing
pendency, the Court decided to
set aside the condition laid
down in Lok Prahari, which
permitted the appointment of
ad-hoc judges only when
judicial vacancies exceeded
20% of the sanctioned
strength.



e Background and Supreme Court's Order

* On January 30, the Supreme Court of India allowed High Courts to
appoint retired judges on an ad-hoc basis to address the backlog of
criminal cases.

* The Bench of Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna, Justices B.R. Gavai, and
Surya Kant relaxed a rule set in the Lok Prahari case (2021), which
had limited ad-hoc appointments to cases where judicial vacancies
exceeded 20% of the sanctioned strength.

* Now, High Courts can appoint retired judges even when vacancies
are less than 20% but only for criminal appeal cases.



* Process of Appointment

* Article 224-A of the Constitution (added by the Fifteenth Amendment
Act, 1963) allows retired judges to be appointed on an ad-hoc basis.

e Such appointments require the consent of both:

* The retired judge being appointed.
* The President of India.

* These judges enjoy the same powers, jurisdiction, and privileges as
sitting High Court judges.

* The Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) (1998) details the appointment
process.



* Conditions for Ad-Hoc Judge Appointments

* The Supreme Court laid down specific trigger points for appointing ad-hoc
judges:

1.If judicial vacancies exceed 20% of a High Court’s sanctioned strength.
2.1f cases in a specific category have been pending for more than five years.

3.1f more than 10% of a High Court’s total pending cases are older than five
years.

4.If the clearance rate of cases is lower than the rate at which new cases are
filed.



* High Courts must form a panel of retired judges, including soon-to-
retire judges, for ad-hoc appointments.

* No more than 10% of the sanctioned judicial strength in a High Court
can be ad-hoc judges at any time.

* These judges can only hear criminal appeals.



* The Supreme Court's Latest Observations

e As of January 25, 2024, there are 62 lakh pending cases in High
Courts (National Judicial Data Grid).

e Of these, 18.2 lakh cases are criminal cases, and over 44 lakh are
civil cases.

* To tackle this backlog, the Supreme Court relaxed the 2021 Lok
Prahari rule.

* The new ruling allows 2 to 5 ad-hoc judges per High Court, even if
judicial vacancies are below 20%.



* Previous Instances of Ad-Hoc Judge Appointments

* Only three recorded instances of ad-hoc judge appointments exist in
Indian history:

1.Justice Suraj Bhan (1972) — Appointed to the Madhya Pradesh High
Court to adjudicate election petitions.

2.Justice P. Venugopal (1982) — Appointed to the Madras High Court.

3.Justice O.P. Srivastava (2007) — Appointed to the Allahabad High
Court to oversee the Ayodhya title suits.



* Conclusion and Future Implications
* The ruling is expected to clear the backlog of cases in High Courts.

* However, concerns remain about whether ad-hoc judges will have
sufficient independence and resources.

* The Supreme Court has emphasized that ad-hoc appointments
should not replace regular judicial appointments.
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has been on the rise since 2022: RBI has projected a real GDP growth of 67% for 2025-26 from the 6.4% estimated this year: inflation is projected at 4.5% through QI of 202526
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the Reserve Bank of India
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support fading growth in
the hope of inflation easing
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mains subdued with high
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Govt. registers concerns
with U.S. over shackling
of 104 Indian deportees

hour flight in a U.S. mili-
mx) plane, in leg sh:
handcuffs.

Ofﬁdak told The Hindu
they had raised their objec-
tions to the treatment of
women and children on
board, while

Some of

tations caused a furore in

questions on whether a
protest

Trump sanctions ICC for ‘llegitimate probes’

€ France Presse
WASHINGTON

US.  Ppresident Donald
Trump Imposed

tons.
on the International Crimi-
nal Coust for probes target-
ing America and its ally Is-
rael, but the 10C on Friday

by issuing an arrest
warrant for visiting Iscaeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
talks

to have helped the court's
nves

The 1¢C on Friday con-
demned the move, which it
said sought to “harm its in-
dependent and impartial
Judicial work™. “The Court
stands firmly by its person-
cn G

nel. ma pledges to cont-
roviding justice and
hope o millions of inno-

President Donald rmmp had cargeted the court's prosecutor. AP
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ally
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crimes by US. service
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member states, wrote on
X
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prosecutor.
Me. Trump's order said

and sracli roops in Gaza.
Israel's Foreign Minister
Gideon Saar applauded Mr.
Trump on Friday over the
sanctions,  calling  the
court’s actions agamst Is-
rael

verning Rome Statute.

lant, and Hamas's mil
chief Mohammed Deif —
‘whom Israel says is dead.
The court sald it had
found “reasonable
grounds™ to believe M.
Ganyahu and Gallant bore
“criminal responsibilicy™
for the war crime of starva-
tion as a method of warfare
during the Gaza war, as
well as the crimes against
humanity of murder, per-
secution, and other fnhu-
mane acts.

had been made. The Hindu
had reported accounts
women on board the flight

around their legs™. Exter-
s Minister S. Jaish-
- said In

Parliament that U.S. auth-
orities had informed them

that women and children
~are not restrained~

on
and have led to crit-

icism of the government’s
perceived lack of reaction
to the way they were
treated.
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Key Decision by RBI

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cut the repo rate
by 25 basis points (0.25%) to 6.25% for the first time
in 57 months.

This decision follows the Union Budget 2025-26,
which aimed to stimulate urban demand with
income tax reliefs.

The repo rate is the interest rate at which the RBI
lends to banks.




 Reasons for the Rate Cut

* Easing inflation: Inflation is expected to decline to 4.4% this quarter
and 4.2% in 2025-26.

* Boosting growth: RBI aims to support economic growth through
cheaper loans for homes, cars, and businesses.

* Geopolitical & trade risks: The MPC (Monetary Policy Committee)
acknowledged risks from:
* Global trade tensions
* Volatility in commodity prices
. Financial market uncertainties



Economic Outlook

GDP Growth Projections:

® 2024-25: 6.4%
e 2025-26: 6.7%

Growth is expected to be supported by:

e Improving employment conditions
e Tax reliefs in the Union Budget
e Rising household consumption



Inflation & Rupee Stability

The MPC maintains a neutral stance but aims for inflation stability.

Foreign exchange reserves stood at $630.6 billion (as of January 31, 2025),
covering over 10 months of imports.

The RBI will intervene in the forex market only to smoothen volatility, not
target any exchange rate.




* . Liquidity & Market Response

* RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra acknowledged liquidity tightening in December-
January.

RBI will closely monitor financial market conditions and take measures to
ensure smooth liquidity flow.

6. Conclusion: Balancing Growth & Inflation

This rate cut signals a shift towards growth-focused policy.

RBI remains cautious about global uncertainties, but expects inflation to
gradually decline.

* The focus remains on stability while supporting growth.



Tool

Bank Rate Policy

Repo Rate

Reverse Repo Rate

Cash Reserve Ratio
(CRR)

Statutory Liquidity
Ratio (SLR)

Open Market
Operations (OMO)

Liquidity Adjustment
Facility (LAF)

Description

The interest rate at which RBI lends long-term funds to commercial banks. A

higher bank rate discourages borrowing and vice versa.

The rate at which RBI lends short-term funds to banks. An increase in repo rate

makes borrowing expensive, reducing money supply.

The rate at which RBI borrows from banks. A higher rate encourages banks to

park excess funds with RBI, reducing liquidity.

The percentage of a bank's total deposits that must be kept as reserves with RBI.

A higher CRR reduces loanable funds, tightening money supply.

The percentage of net demand and time liabilities (NDTL) that banks must

maintain in the form of cash, gold, or government securities.

Buying and selling of government securities by RBI to regulate money supply.

Buying securities injects liquidity, while selling absorbs it.

Allows banks to borrow money from RBI against government securities to manage

short-term liquidity needs.




2. Qualitative Measures (Selective Credit Control)

These measures target specific sectors of the economy and regulate credit allocation.

Tool Description

Margin Requirements RBI sets the margin requirement for loans against securities to prevent excessive

borrowing for speculation.

Moral Suasion RBI advises and persuades banks to follow policies in the interest of economic

stability.

Credit Rationing RBI limits the maximum amount of credit banks can lend to certain sectors (e.g.,

real estate, stock market) to prevent asset bubbles.

Direct Action RBI takes direct measures like penalties or restrictions if banks fail to comply with

regulations.

Consumer Credit RBI regulates the terms and conditions of consumer loans, including interest rates

Regulation and tenure.




Trump sanctions ICC for ‘illegitimate probes’

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

US. President Donald
Trump imposed sanctions
on the International Crimi-
nal Court for probes target-
ing America and its ally Is-
rael, but the ICC on Friday
vowed to continue provid-
ing “justice and hope”
around the world.

Mr. Trump signed an ex-
ecutive order on Thursday
saying the court in The
Hague had “abused its
power” by issuing an arrest
warrant for visiting Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, who held talks
with the U.S. President in
Washington on Tuesday.

He ordered asset freezes
and travel bans against ICC
officials, employees and
their family members,
along with anyone deemed
to have helped the court’s
investigations.

The ICC on Friday con-
demned the move, which it
said sought to “harm its in-
dependent and impartial
judicial work”. “The Court
stands firmly by its person-

~\

President Donald Trump had targeted the court’s prosecutor. AP

nel and pledges to conti-
nue providing justice and
hope to millions of inno-
cent victims of atrocities
across the world,” it said in
a statement.

The United Nations said
it deeply regretted Mr.
Trump’s decision to slap
sanctions on the ICC and
urged him to reverse the
move. The names of the in-
dividuals affected by the
sanctions were not imme-
diately released, but pre-
vious U.S. sanctions under
Mr. Trump had targeted
the court’s prosecutor.

Mr. Trump’s order said

-

the tribunal had engaged
in “illegitimate and base-
less actions targeting
America and our close ally
Israel,” referring to ICC
probes into alleged war
crimes by U.S. service
members in Afghanistan
and Israeli troops in Gaza.

Israel’s Foreign Minister
Gideon Saar applauded Mr.
Trump on Friday over the
sanctions, calling the
court’s actions against Is-
rael illegitimate.

Neither the U.S. nor Is-
rael are members of the
court. The EU warned the
move was a threat to its

independence.

“Sanctioning the ICC
threatens the Court’s inde-
pendence and undermines
the international criminal
justice system as a whole,”
Antonio Costa, who heads
the European Council re-
presenting the EU’s 27
member states, wrote on
X.

The sanctions are a
show of support after Mr.
Netanyahu’s visit to the
White House, during
which Trump unveiled a
plan for the United States
to “take over” Gaza and
move Palestinians to other
Middle Eastern countries.

The UN and legal ex-
perts have said Trump’s
plan would be illegal under
international law. Forcible
displacement is also a
crime under the ICC’s go-
verning Rome Statute.

‘Arrest warrants’

Following a request by ICC
prosecutor Karim Khan,
judges issued arrest war-
rants on November 21 for
Mr. Netanyahu, his former
Defence Minister Yoav Gal-

lant, and Hamas’s military
chief Mohammed Deif —
whom Israel says is dead.

The court said it had
found “reasonable
grounds” to believe Mr. Ne-
tanyahu and Gallant bore
“criminal responsibility”
for the war crime of starva-
tion as a method of warfare
during the Gaza war, as
well as the crimes against
humanity of murder, per-
secution, and other inhu-
mane acts. Mr. Netanyahu
has accused the court of
anti-Semitism.

During his first term, Mr.
Trump imposed financial
sanctions and a visa ban on
the ICC’s then-prosecutor,
Fatou Bensouda, and other
senior officials and staff in
2020.

Describing it as a “kan-
garoo court,” his then-ad-
ministration made the
move after Gambian-born
Bensouda launched an in-
vestigation into allegations
of war crimes against U.S.
soldiers in Afghanistan.

ICC CONDEMNS SANCTIONS
» PAGE 12
— |



Parties and signatories of the Rome Statute

[ state party

|:| Signatory that has not ratified
. State party that subsequently withdrew its

membership

EI Signatory that subsequently withdrew its

signature

. Not a state party, not a signatory

Seat The Hague,
Netherlands

Working languages English
French

Official languages!'! 6 languages  [show]

Member states 125

Leaders

* President Tomoko Akane

* First Vice-President

» Second Vice-
President

* Prosecutor
* Registrar

Rosario Salvatore
Aitala

Reine Alapini-Gansou

Karim Ahmad Khan
Osvaldo Zavala Giler

Establishment

» Rome Statute adopted
* Entered into force

17 July 1998
1 July 2002




* Key Decision by Donald Trump

* U.S. President Donald Trump imposed sanctions on the International
Criminal Court (ICC) for its investigations targeting the U.S. and Israel.

* Trump accused the ICC of abusing its power by issuing an arrest
warrant for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

* The sanctions include asset freezes and travel bans on ICC officials,
employees, and anyone involved in aiding the court’s investigations.



* . ICC’s Response

* The ICC condemned Trump’s actions, stating that it threatens its
independence and impartial judicial work.

* The court vowed to continue delivering justice for victims of
atrocities worldwide.

* The United Nations (UN) also expressed deep regret over Trump’s
decision and urged him to reverse the sanctions.



. International Reactions

The European Union (EU) warned that Trump’s move is a threat to
international justice.

Israel’s Foreign Minister Gideon Saar supported Trump, calling the ICC’s
actions illegitimate.

The UN and legal experts stated that Trump’s proposed plan to relocate
Palestinians would be illegal under international law.




me Background on ICC’s Investigation

The ICC had issued arrest warrants for:

e Benjamin Netanyahu (Israeli Prime Minister)
e Yoav Gallant (Israel’s Defence Minister)

e Mohammed Deif (Hamas’s military chief, presumed
dead)




* The ICC found "reasonable grounds" to believe Netanyahu committed war
crimes in Gaza, including murder, persecution, and inhumane acts.

* Netanyahu accused the ICC of anti-Semitism.
* 5. Previous U.S. Actions Against the ICC

* Trump had previously imposed sanctions and a visa ban on ICC prosecutor
Fatou Bensouda for investigating U.S. war crimes in Afghanistan.

* The U.S. and Israel are not ICC members and have long called its
investigations biased and illegitimate.



. Conclusion: A Clash Between Justice and Politics

Trump’s actions show continued U.S. opposition to ICC jurisdiction over its
allies.

The sanctions deepen the divide between the U.S. and international legal
institutions.

The ICC maintains that it will continue its work despite political pressure.
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Karnataka High Court
refuses to transfer
MUDA case to CBI

BENGALURU

In a big rellef to Chief M-
nister Siddaramaiah. the
Karnataka High Court on
Friday refused to transfer
the Mysuru Urban Deve-
lopment Authority (MUDA)
case investigation 1o the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation.

The case pertains to al-
leged illegalicy in allotment
of 14 sites to Mr. Siddara-

probed by the Lokayukta

ce.

1t sasd that “the material
on record nowhere indi
Cates that the trvestigation
conducte: okayuk-

the matter for further/e-
investigation to the hands
of the CBI. It is not the pa-
nacea to the projected

the court observed while
refusing to transfer the
MUDA case

Budget is pro-rich, says Oppos1t10n

Catis for health and education,

erming the Union

Budget ~pro-rich",

Opposition  mem-

bers in the Lok abha on
Friday urged the

the Lokay police to
place all the

r6 Improve toe
f the

reports, which were sub-
mitted for the perusal of
the High Court, before the
Special Court of Sessions
for criminal cases against
present and former MLAs

era-

law.
The judge made it clear
that he had perused the in-
vestigation reports only to
see whether the material
a 14 need

Justice M. Naj

ysuru-
wist Snehamayi Krishna.
Meanwhile, it permitted

the police wing of the Lo-
kayukta.” the judge said.
Meanwhile, the petition-
er has said he would file an
Appeal inthe. Segteme
Court against the order.

o
people, farmers and agri-

culture workers, youth,
and medium enter-
prises, among others.

convention that
nance Minister Is present
at the time of the initiating
the debate,” party leader
K.C. Venugopal said_
Stating (hal there was
no  su amentary
Tile, the BJPs Dilip Sai

nance Pankaj Cl hary
was pr in 3
As the G MPs

ievances of farmers or tackle inflation and unemy
Seek more funds to strengthen food security,

Trinamool MP Abhishek Barerjee,

ramvira Gandhi, said the

. FENT 0 front row, said the NDA.

ment b
taking away from the poor 3nd EMNg to the wealthy eite, “the reverse of Robin H00d™

the wealthy elite, “the re-

farmers® grievances. Ex- S
penditure towards health  thousands of
and -

ing, he ; ng that

pnm-me; of the gow
ment had led to the closure
of MSME units, he said.

vesnimets o
money to increase sl
Sidies on ntial com-
moditics, yet It slashes cor-
porate tax rates. This is
economic justice. This Is
at

‘Budges, Ms. Sithara-
man would be present.

Trinamool Congress MP
k Banesjee said the
NDA mas-

the
on the Budget, Congress
member from Patiala. Dha-

Thred The art of taliing away
from the poor and giving to

worst,” he sasd.

Congr r from
Assam, Pradyut Bordolol,
said the Budget failed 1o
address key issues of infla-

ad mastered the artof

s s e

Stating that the tax sops
would Benefit only two
crore taxpayers, he asl
the o

and demand reduction in GST on essentials: Congress objects to absence of Finance Minister in House

Private Bills seek
sitting of Parliament
for 100 days a year

NEW DELHI

Senior Opposition mem-
bers in the Rajya Sabha De-
rek O'Brien and Manoj Ku-
mar  Jha
separate Bills se.
ke the sitting of Parlia-

for 100 days In a year. The
leaders said the move is to
reform the Parliamentary
system that the

working hours of th
House are noc lost due to
dis:

While Mr. O'Brien has
i

stre: n food secur-
ity, increase allocation to
public distribution system
®PDS), universalise
free ration distribution for

the
ment. There Is nothing for
the poor and you

a sic-
ting of 100 days, Mr. Jha has
sought 120 days sitting of

ly..
Mr. O'Brien said that

the importance of

having a minimum number

of siuings was highlighted

by the National

sion to the wnrung

of the Constitution in 2002
Mr jha said his Bill is to

provide a framework for

fng threc asaiions. dnstitne
ing mechanism  to
sepnla(ely Alacues Opposl-
tlon busin

tean
Education
posed the
the Coaching Insticures (Ac-
countability -
tlon) Bill, m.wedby Nation-

Congress  Party
Eharaachangica pawan Mb
Fauzia Khan

education Is in the

rent and the States
would have to regulate the
coaching centres.

Centre owes 1,570 crore
to Bihar under MGNREGS,
Minister tells Rajya Sabha

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

On a day when National
Democratic Alllance (NDA)
MPs from Bihar met Prime
Atinister Narendra Modi in
»:

ter of State for Rural Deve-

Kamlesh Paswan

States and Union Territo-
ries tll January 31. Out of
this amount, $7.072 crore
was for wages

In the case of Bihar, the
Centre owed ¥729.79 crore

ter this year. In the Union
ot 2 bonan-
2 OF sthemes from fnan-

-:m asststance for wrriga-
tion projects, new alrports,
extension or Patna 1T and
pros redeveloping
Fegious corridore:
Minister’s
t

€LE97 crore, fol
Towed by Uttar Pradesh a
21,282 crore.

The wage payments are
Qleesily; crediied by the

P d not
details on how long
The  other

The Hindu Group launches
filmmaker Krishnaswamy’s

CHENNAL

o s rr:
of the author’s travels bet-

THGPPL Chawperson Nirmala Lakshman and Director M. Ram
= book

&S, Kris!

Chenni on Fricksy. With them

taunching hosswarmys
are Mr. Krishaswary, his daughter Latha Krishna, and the book's
research collaborator Mohana Krishnaswamy. = RacL:

ween 2005 and 2010.
Nirmala
Chairperson, The Hindu

Group Publishing Private
Limited (THGPPL), and N.
THGPPL,

Krishnaswamy received a
<opy of the baol

Tracing Mr. Krishnaswa-
my's journey as a docu-

¥ atr
Ram said that whie his
father and director, K. Sub-
rahmanyam, was an sconic

s his “po-
weﬂ‘ul ey valley to
indira Gandhi. he pro-

iced flkms on the com-
plu problems of Sri Lanka

and Punjab, Mr. Ram said.

book

called his mitial days when
cally  indej

Police torture
of innocent
civilians is
unacceptable:
J&K leaders

Pecrzada Ashiq

Asian countries during his
research for a documen
tary film. “Indian history Is

“The book reflects the intertwined with the histo-
author and 6l akers  ry of Asia” he said.
writerly skills, and the Latha  Krishna, his
eventisa of his and

body of works, he said.

Earlier, Suresh Nam-
bath, Editor, The Hindu.
said it was a compelling

was present.
The book is s priced at
499 as a_spes

nﬂu ull l-@(uz.ry 14, and is

on
with pho-

Asian bi.
tions.
pher Madhu Ambat. Eroup.comy
Mr. Krishnaswamy re-  bookstore

21 MPs write to Shah
seeking update on
Naga peace process

Vijaita Si
NEW DELIHI

A group of 21 parliamentar-
tans have written to Home
Ainister Amit Shah seeking
a detailed update on the

ongoing session of
Parliament.

‘The MPs said that since
2021 there is no n-

fon ing lasting stal
o “shoukin's be retegated

tions since the signing of
the Framework Agree-
ment. The persistent secre-

i Sabha sk

Full-time interlocutor
“The absence of a dedicat-
ed fulltime interlocutor
leads to an unseuling in-

ACB team goes to Kejriwal’s
residence after his claim of
poaching attempt by BJP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Antl  Corruption

Branch (ACE) reached Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) chief
Kejriwal's

poach their candidates.

with
of communication report-
edly

Ing devoid of democratic
oversight.~
It is deeply perplexing
the wides-

ment re:

meet.
ings b«v.een the negotiat-

ing occul
oradicatly. Such & Fam
mented approach threa-

Er
trust and goodwill carefully
nurtured over the years>

they said.
P ]

an inquiry. prompe-
BIP complaint

the AAP's allega-
false™ and “mis-

The officials left without
meeting Mr.

eal: % residence withour an
cial notice addressed to

Short visit: Members of the Anti Cormuption Sureau scrave 3t the
residence of Arvind Kejriwal in New Delhs on Friday.

him. The Delhi Assembly

election wa: n wed-

nesday and results will be
on Saturday.

215 crore each to 16 of its
candidates, mostly sitting
MLAS, to defect.

The ACB issued a notice
to Mr. Kejriwal on Friday,

seeldng derails of the 16
didates, and those who

Contacted  them, among

‘e have lodged a o
Plainte AAP nagonal Sho-
kesperson Sanjay Singh

el P chief Vicendra

Sachdeva said that AAP
was acting in fear of defeat.

Cabinet nod to rejig
skilling initiatives with
a combined scheme

NEW DELE

The Union

training, and community-
bas. aming, ensuring
Lha( bodl urban and rural

Are il it
skilling initiatives, combin-

with the Cabinet on Friday
approving an_outlay of
8,800 crore for a three-
year period ending in

The Pradhan Mantri
Xaushal Vikas Yojana 4.0
(PMKVY 4.0), the Pradhan
Mantri National Appren-
ticeship Promotion
Scheme (PM-NAPS).

s
providing structured skill
development, on-the-job

A video purportedly re-
corded by a civilian from
Jammu's Kathua, before he
Gied following aileged pol-
ice ~torture.” went viral in
J&K on Friday, drawing

reactions from polit-

ical parties.

“This n ended
his life after swearing on
the Holy Kor: he was

tortured by the police, des-
pite never having seen a
terrorist. A tragic testimo-
ny to the sorry state of af-
fairs,” Peoples Democratic
arty leader Firdous Tak
said.
Aam Aadmi Party lead-
er Safeer Choudhary said,
“such cowardly acts of vio-

lence ¢ innocent civi-
lians are unacceptable.”
Giving Is of the

“torture” suffered by him
duxing qusstiontos by the
J&K Police, Makhan Din,

mosque in Kathua's Billa-
war area.

SIS & copy of ihe Ko

on his head, Din said

hE fahrluled a story to

save his life and feared re-

turning to the police

station.
1 was beaten up. I told
the tructh

them that 1 had
Dever seen the militants or
Swaru (his uncle who went
o 1 was allowed

tes, have access to high-
quality vocational educa-
ing to an offi-

Over 2 cr.

the police station. 1 lied to

More than 2.27 crore peo-
ple have benefited rmm
these  three

schemes of the Mln.lmy o
skill Development and En-
frepreneurship so far, it ad-

The Skill India pro-

gramme will directly con-

tribute to the Periodic La-

bour Force Survey data,
that

the police and tell them 1

don't have these

they will beat me Rl
in said

developmen policies re-
main ali ‘with econom-

and industrial trends,
the official statement ad-
ded.

!
Eresstng thoughts may catr



The Hindu Group launches

filmmaker Krishnaswamy’s book

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Acclaimed documentary
and television filmmaker S.
Krishnaswamy’s book
Voyages Retraced: India’s
Influence in East Asia,
brought out by The Hindu
Group of Publications, was
launched here on Friday.

The book gives an in-
sight into ancient India’s
impact on southeast Asian
countries. It is a narrative
of the author’s travels bet-
ween 2005 and 2010.

Nirmala Lakshman,
Chairperson, The Hindu
Group Publishing Private
Limited (THGPPL), and N.
Ram, Director, THGPPL,
launched the book. Author
and chairman of Krishnas-
wamy Associates, Krish-
naswamy, and research
collaborator Mohana
Krishnaswamy received a
copy of the book.

Tracing Mr. Krishnaswa-
my’s journey as a docu-

SR LM AT NCTION

WELCOME

launching S. Krishnaswamy’s book in Chennai on Friday. With them
are Mr. Krishnaswamy, his daughter Latha Krishna, and the book’s
research collaborator Mohana Krishnaswamy. R. RAGU

mentary filmmaker, Mr.
Ram said that while his
father and director, K. Sub-
rahmanyam, was an iconic
figure in Tamil cinema, he
embarked on a path with a
purposeful message and
founded Krishnaswamy
Associates to make non-fic-
tion films. Besides his “po-
werful film” Indus Valley to
Indira Gandhi, he pro-
duced films on the com-
plex problems of Sri Lanka

and Punjab, Mr. Ram said.
“The book reflects the
author and filmmaker’s
writerly skills, and the
event is a celebration of his
body of works, he said.

Earlier, Suresh Nam-
bath, Editor, The Hindu,
said it was a compelling
compilation on southeast
Asian countries with pho-
tographs by cinematogra-
pher Madhu Ambat.

Mr. Krishnaswamy re-

called his initial days when
journalistically indepen-
dent, non-fiction films did
not enjoy much patronage.
Recounting the challenges
in depicting the “real histo-
ry” of India, he spoke on
his four-hour film on the
subject, Indus Valley to In-
dira Gandhi, that ran into
controversy.

On his book, Mr. Krish-
naswamy said he learnt
fascinating facets about an-
cient India and Southeast
Asian countries during his
research for a documen-
tary film. “Indian history is
intertwined with the histo-
ry of Asia,” he said.

Latha Krishna, his
daughter and filmmaker,
was present.

The book is priced at
%499 as a special launch
offer till February 14, and is
available at
https://publica-
tions.thehindu-
group.com/
bookstore




* The Hindu Group of Publications launched S. Krishnaswamy’s book,
Voyages Retraced: India’s Influence in East Asia, in Chennai.

* The book explores ancient India’s impact on Southeast Asian
countries, based on the author’s travels between 2005 and 2010.

* Nirmala Lakshman, Chairperson of The Hindu Group, and N. Ram,
Director of THGPPL, officially launched the book.



* About S. Krishnaswamy

* Krishnaswamy is a documentary filmmaker and historian, known for
his non-fiction films.

* He founded Krishnaswamy Associates to produce historical and social
documentaries.

* His four-hour film, Indus Valley to Indira Gandhi, depicting India's
history, sparked controversy.

* His films have covered various historical and geo-political themes,
including Sri Lanka and Punjab.



* The book provides fascinating insights into India’s historical and
cultural ties with Southeast Asia.

* It features photographs by cinematographer Madhu Ambat.

* Krishnaswamy’s daughter, Latha Krishna, who is also a filmmaker,
attended the launch event.
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KYIV
Russia claims to have captured the
mining town of Toretsk in Donetsk

~

captured the mining town of Toretsk in thew

eastem Ukr:
creaking

sine’s Donetsk region, where

JAKARTA

Indonesia orders the halting of
tourism projects linked to Trump

WASHINGTON
Nearly all

and 800 contracts cancelled

~
Indonesian sutharitie:

s
llated with U.S i Dol iy e

The
15eUS oanman gant Inimanr S Ngency USAIG s e

= The 3,

comments on the Russian claim. 4

Me T
billionaire and politician Hary Tancesoedidjo. AP

than

10,000, the media reported an
about

TEHRAN

Iran supreme leader criticises

roposed nuclear talks with U.S.

tead:
mt«llgen( or v-ow-:ue after Ouinald g fowted rickeer s

o suggested

Thursday. The USAID hisve also

administered through the agency were baing cancelled. Arp

et th such

s

ICC condemns sanctions by Donald
Trump, pledges to continue its work

1t calls on member states to stand u

st curbs i

s the US. Presiden

; sanctioning the 1CC threatens the court’s

independence and undermines the international criminal justice system as a whole, says European Council President

THE HAGUE
he International
Criminal Court o
Friday called on

member states to stand up

inst sanctions imposed

Ray of hope: The embattied court has recered support in Europe

from tracitional alkes of the U.S. AFP

heads the summits
Cnion's 27 lead:

Kiy tin and
Europe from al-  the criminal
Hes of the U. Justice system as a whole,”

“Sanctioning the 1CC
threatens the court’s inde-

said European Council Pre-
sident Anténio Costa, who

ers.
It was the toughest di-
rect criticism by a senior

EU official to 3 decision by
Mr. Trump since his return

1
are not members of the
court and don't recognise
it's authority.

Tens of s of
Palestinians,  including

children, have been killed
during the israell military’s
response to Hamas' attack
on southern Israel that

ed around 1, le

in October 2023.
The casu:

nistry, which doe:
tinguish between fighters
and civilians.

The Hague-based
said that it “condemns” the

Trump admi-
ICC President
Judge Tomoko Akane
e U.S. move “only
the latest In a series of un.
precedented and escalato-

ry attacks alming to under-
mine the Court."~

Yunus warns of stern action
against arson and vandalism

Associated Press

DHAKA

Bangladesh's interim

S amid a student-led mass
uprising.

Chaos unteashe.

Early on_Friday, the
Press Wing of Mr. Yunus in
a brief statement warned
that stern actions would be
taken against such acts of
viclence.

“The interim govern-
ment notes with deep con-
cern that some individuals
and groups are attempting

: Farnily photographs on the floor in the
vandalized residence of Sheikh Hasna in Dhaka on Thursday. AP

ch va

o v

ready to protect the safety
of life and property of the
people.

China lashes out at
U.S. ‘coercion’ as
Panama quits BRI

BEIING

China on Friday lashed out
at what it called U.S. “coer-
anama  de-

with  Beijing
back the

ing’s signature foreign pol-
ice drive to bind China
er to countries in the
region and beyond by
bullding roads,

airports, power plants

other infrastructure.

Panama’s decision to
walk away from It was seen
as a concession to the US.
over the canal after U.S. Se-
gretary of State Marco Ru-
bio anian
leader Jose Ratl Mulino on
Sunday that Panama must
reduce what

an, initia-
tive is President Xi Jinp-

President Donald Trump
says Is ‘Chinese influence”
over the canal area or face
potential retaliation from
the UsS..

Bleeding river

Red alert: The ‘Sarands” stream, dyed red due to contaminants, flows into the Rio de la Plata on the outskirts of Buenos Alres, Argentin. AP

As DR Congo conflict advances, UN warns of regional escalation

BUKAVU

The Rwanda-backed M23
armed group was threaten-
ing another key town in
eastern Democratic Repu-
blic of Congo on Friday as
the United Nations warned
that the risk of violence
spreading reglonally had
higher™.

s and andan
troops seized the city of
Come Mix week and are

pushing into the
neighbouring South Kiva
province.

Thousands have died
and huge numbers dis-
placed as they have overta-
ken swathes of the miner-
al-rich region, routing DRC
troops and their allies in
the latest episode of de-
cades-long rurmoll in east-
ern DR

mngo se forces were
bracing for an assault on
the town Kavumu,
which hosts an af
ical to supplying it troops.
Kavumu is the last barrier
before the South Kivu pro-

cm

Tinctal captal Bukavu an

Rwandan r,

where residents were also
n edge.

OPie Sarting 1o fleer Fest.
dent Aganze Byamungu
said.

Fear of looting
Shops were barricading
their fronts and emptying
storercoms for fear of loot-
ing. while schools and un-
iversities suspended
o

“The border with Rwan-
da {s open but ¢ im-
passabl

cross. It's total chaos,” th
added.

Rwandan President Paul

and Congolese

President Felix Tshisekedi

are due to anend a summit

in Tanzania on Saturday as

regianal powers lry to de-

the cr!
The UN Human Rights

UN ‘Fights chief Volker

throughout the sub-region
never been higher.
“If nothing is done, the
worst may be yet to come,
Tor the people of the east.
ern DRC, but
the country's borders,”
ded.

e Turk said nearly
been

injured since M23 entered
Goma on January 26,

that final tolls would likely
be much higher.

He also said his team is
“currently verifying multi-

ple
gang
slaves

of rape,
rape and sexual

Also on Friday, a Swiss
NGO said three local staff
were killed in the area this
week.

“Go to Kinshasa'
In Goma, where the M23

o o
ple on Thursday for a pu-

blic mesting of the River
ngo Alliance, a political-

mmuw coalition that in-
cludes

Tie head of ihe alliance,
Corneille Nangaa, told me
crowd thar the grou
ants to ~lberate all of the
Congor

Young people ar the

national arrest warrant for
Mr. Nangaa on Wednesday.

Since the M23 resur-
faced in late 2021, the DRC
Army, which has a reputa-
tion for poor training and
corruption, has  been
forced into  multiple
retrears.

The offensive has raised
fears of regional war, given
that several countries are
engaged in supporting DRC
milicarily, including South
Africa, Burundi and Mala-
wi.

Previous peace talks
hosted by Angola and Ke-
nya have failed.

The

er the elght- Sauntey East
African _Commu: and
i6-member South Atrican
Development Community.
It was set to start with a mi-
nisterial meeting on Fri-
day, before the arrival of
Mr. Kagame, Mr. Tshiseke-
di and other regional lead-
ers on Saturday.

UN expert report said

ngside me
4,000 of its own troops in
the conflict zone. The re-
port also accused Kigali of

well as . Rwanda
nies direct involvement
and accuses the DRC of
sheltering the FDLR, an
armed group created by
ethnic Hu h

1994 Rwandan genocide.

Georgia to adopt new __
foreign influence law
modelled after US.

TBILISI

Georgia's ruling party sasd

direct copy of a U.S. law, af-
ter months of protests and
rising anger.

The country framed a
law year that forced
NGOs and media groups to
register as -organisations
pursuing the interests of

FARA model

The ruling Georglan
Dream party said on Fri-
day it intended to replace
the law with “the exact,
word-for-word copy” of
the U.S. Foreign Agents Re-
gistration Act (FARA).

FARA obliges |

interests —
organisa-

tons are exempt.
The party did not give a
reason for the m

ing only that it was acting
recent sca

dals on me use of foreign
funding for political tur-

mol in Geo:
Such

evidence, the West of fi-
nancing 2 “revolion” in

in daily street protests.

Thisi has been in political turmoil since Georgian Dream won
October polis ed by the opposit
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Red alert: The ‘Sarandi’ stream, dyed red due to contaminants, flows into the Rio de la Plata on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, Argentina. AP
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__s_!mgg_llﬂ_s;a.h_a._
in the RBI's immediate priorities

e st el llme in nearly five years, the
Monetary Committee (MPC) of the
Nenerve Banit of Indi (RBD pivoted on in-

terest rates, decidl

benc

manthly review, where the committee had np(ai
for the status quo with a 4:2 voce. At the time, the
MPC was contending with mﬂnlon at 2 15-month
high of 6.2% in October and a second-
quamuawszwmofsaxuaw.mm inflation

still above the
RBI's 4% uq.ux growdl projections for 2024-
25 slipping 1o a four-year low of 6.4%. the central
banl c expan-

Sanjay

ni trol. RBI Governor
Ihotra, in his first policy review,

India’s voice must resonate in global Al conversations

n November 2024, a postgradusate student
in Michigan, United States, had a
i while

se.
Did anyone realise Al c:nuld behave like thae?
modifi

~
.
Shashi Tharcos
s the fourth-term
Member of
Pactiament (Lok
Sabha). Congre=s

The student comy X o the Serty tor
. but the interaction — which could have hinsvananthapuram,
actually a more and the Chairman of
such as a depressive. to perhaps take drastic = oy
measures — should leave us all shaken and Sty € rentish

oubled
There are of such bout
,\n-mouenmplxmnmuwmummnmdw
. How do we protect ourselves tl
sensble regulation without stifling the growsh of
this exciting new

n External Affairs. se
has previousty

<P

Committee on

unified standards that promote safecy,
accountability, and innovation.
India‘s

which we must ensure our interests are

peotected. For india, the path to maximising At's

in such giobal
is not just desirable but essential. As one of the
world’s fastest adopeers of AL with
rate of 30%, significandy highier than the giobal
average of 26%, according to a recent Bosto
Consulting Group (BOG) report. India stands at
the

startups to access global markets and drtve Alled

roes seore miTras heallh care,

Al safety
initiatives will fariher enhance India's abiliy to
shape equitable frameworks that support global

These

percentage of
GPT. Clearly, we are major
adopters of AL
In this contex:, jotning the discourse on
indeed,

Technology. He is an

helping lead e muld offer India a dual
First, ensure

transcending national e with data.

the challenges posed by global economic uncer-

,
across regions. In this interconnected landscape,

tainttes,
Ing procpects of rte ¢ s i the DS & sevan

d safety
require a unified \ncernasional approach. For
in N on

A1 safety is not just an opportunity but an
imperative. But, India has not even established a
mdnnal Al safecy institute.

2024, the

past current mnzunnary concerns, citing expec- ol‘A.l Safety Institutes was inaugurated in San
tations that price pressures will further, with Fra: U.S., marking a pivotal momen:
inflation p: ed to average 4.2% in 202526 global efforts to regulate and
from 4.8% this year. This outlook hinges on as- ment of Al Building on the Seoul
sumptions £ cto- Statement of Intent agreed earlier that year,
ry. a nor n. and a bumper harvest of under whicl committed to wor]
key vegetables such as tomato, onlon, and pota- to launch an Inlanaﬂnlul network of safety
o, which are, major to of the

5 n T concern, acience of All safuty, this network reprasents a
the has signalled that weak economic unified to foster]
growth is more pressing, especially given the se- cooperation in Al safety science. By serving as a

slump and limited ¥

wvestment, and boost growth remains
Interest lngly, had the MPC met a week
might have had additional justification for the
rate cut, given expectations that inflation in Janu-
ary could have cooled to around 4.5%. With a
new Governor at the helm and an upcoming ap-
Dottt for. the Dapuaty

- India; so far, s sadly absent
from this vital forum.

The borderless nature of Al
nds

uthor
of 26 Books, m; mast
fecentbsing

oeertand of Words*

n a world
where Al is
increasingly at

e that India’s Al

leader on the world stage, committed to

efforts will
not only India’s
but also attract investments and parmerships,
empowering. lndhn starmups to thrive on the '

the evolving Al hndsrape Its engagement £
sly vical in a world where Af and
with

B tive polictes 15 secre technologica
Sivantages,

Leveraging India’s strengths

india’s vibrant Al ecosystem, fuelled by its robust
T sector and talent pool, makes it a critical

player in the global Al dialogue. Bareover, India’s

responsibly. Collaborative efforts with other
nations on a multilateral level will enable India to

Digital Pubhc mmmmmue ©PD mm.-um such
‘Aadhaar and the Unified Payments Interface

threats, pt 10 ¥
shifts, and maintain its competitive edge in the
global Al race. To do this, India needs to create a
national institution urgently, and picch it into the
fray.

and scalable xymems can transform lives,
and social

at
unprecedented levels.
These successes of our “Tech Stack™ highlight
India’s ability to navigate the complexities of
hite

ensurlng accessibility and equity. Just as tndia’s
DP1 has established global benchmarks for digital

on AL e
rooted in American national security concerns
about China, to reshape the

slobal te mlogyhndgg(a‘pe disrupting

impact Lsch
could find our access to cumng—edge Aleocls. and

ecosystem. restricted.
afford s remain s passive
abacrver b this smmng tandsc.

monetary policy, the R conld consider adjust-

g the incorporate the
Inflation data. A alight shift in the tming o
could make
policy more responsive ta-driven, enhanc-

and data
ing the committee’s ability 1o justify its stance
with real-time economic indicators.

Prime time
The jermumnent must with
; 1 s
he Prime Minister's parliamentary inter-
ventions are always keenly watched, as
they are expected to provide the clearest
insights l.nm the government’s priorities and its
and

5 fhom the O This wee!
Prime Minister Narendra Modl spoke menshnely
in both Houses. However, his speeches
i Seveiop.

critical national issues.

ments such as the inhumane way in which Indian

deportees were flawn back by the United Stazes,

pede at the Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj,

and T tranetoriiative advamcesents b Adh:

each wit] implica-

m for India’s future, received little to no sub-

stantive acknowledgment. Instead, Mr. Modi's
paign

nimal

peated attacks on past governments, particular]
the Congre: _Meevmlookadlgnthefac((hm
Sonia Gandhi and her children, Rahul and Pri-

country with the reassurance and clarl ded

key domestic and global challenges. In an in-

creasingly unc: world, forelgn policy must
ing.

ment must do more to build consensus on India’s
y in the face
of rapid technological disruption. Rahul Gandhi's
argument for India to develop #ts own Al model

with a broad segment of the population, and the
Bovernment would do 1 phets engage with such
ideas rather than dismiss them outright.

M. Blodi can righufully clakn credit for some
of the better governance Initlatives that have
shaped India's trajectory since 2014. uowmr
alone cannot re:

slogans resolve mounting ng-
es_ The s Jegislative agenda. rhetoric,
refusal to be ac able on crucial ssues in-

dicare a lack of effort in forging a cohesive narion-

al vision. e & may argue that s stance is

merely a 10 as it
remains the

Lop
ity to lead. govern, and deliver. At a time when
cal hostility s at its peak. what lndia needs
most is a shift toward constructive
consenss bullding. something oy the Bo.
nisiate.

> |

Tin AL safety initiatives can position
the nation as s thought leader in shaping
e

responsible Al development_
1n 2 world where Al is increasingly at the
and

centre of
india must take an active role in shaping
future. As the g:s.lnglohalpoltnts.yvu
are either at the table, or on the

Particip, n global Al safe
Jjust about securing a seat at the table; it is about
ensuri; dards re

that
prioritles, aspizations, and values. By engaging
proactively, A rotect its Intereats, fosr
cross-border innovation, and position itself as a
1 leader in Al governance.

The stakes are high, and the time to act is now.

For India, embracing this responsibility is
a

Al transcends national borders, operating the centre of uxgen.:y of
Bow and par phire
and innovations across regions. Its global sweep i the of Al Safety oo
means none of us is immune from its impact. Shneegits  Didia to advocate balanced frameworks that progect
action o SRS legitimate security interests while p ng the
I concerns to must take an spérit of collaboration.

requires a collaborative approach to establish

active role

spans

in
its future

military and
cyber-security, all areas of national priority in

Sof the AL while
Becure, Inchisive, and prospercas fire for ail.
The writer azhmwmkanmzzh s.mma_ Al Lead

ar The
this aricie

Technology and the challenge of equitable education

n Indla. the 1990s and the eaﬂy 2000s
of educ.

were making waves.
mary posabileies snd promises witts

digtal
yhen the COVID-19 pandenic struck that the
revolution hit the ground in rur:
very w

This is reflected elnn.asmdan

home is nearing saturation, the proportion of
children aged between 14 and 16 years who own a
smartphone has risen from 19% to a.bou: 31%
‘within a year.

It is not clear from the ASER data whether

1o this writer, In the open and
lomain for the The

is suill a

need and the possibilities in Indis are
tremendous. For example, 'nk i e, over 4O
mothers of

in a village or a
some children go to a private school,
some to a government school, others to private
dasses and some do not go to school at all. This is
of a chaotic at the level of the

hﬂveconvkmxhnallm!hlnm five. le'iy
another 40% are schooled between class six and
glass 10, and the remaining have compleced class
10. Educating mothers so that they can help
children is an investment India should make to
and the of

children.

Over che flaat 0 yaars, we have lived through

the computer, the Internet, and

ma:u ons, and we are now looki ngnlu.wlxh
new wave of technology. there is

ande. ulk of revolutionising education. By the thie

the horizon, bu not delivered on
its promise where the education of the

the
new and exciting for the privileged shows up on
technology has

But, as ASER show, of
Iy .d smartphones is going to be
less and less of a constraint. Most rural

Ids already have a smartphone. Getting a
second phone may be easier for many familses in
times to come.

village and also at the larger community level,
which reflects in the quality of learning in
schools.
During the pandemic, in many villages of
alearning was

manner

organised. Organisin, in
should be poumle .mmuy:. initially, there may
not by takers.

l-_‘vary civilisation has created lts own
system over the last 5,000 years. Teachers an.
methods in one education system did not ek in
another, the curriculum in one country was not a
good fit in another. That was because civilisations
were separated by time, space, culture. and
technology. The age of empires and colonialism
started integrating civilisations. Although

today are integrated by sclence and technology.
Education too Is an integrating factor. But so Is

t comes to use in rting o pruﬁumnolhemde.hmnomﬁudhnmed
young children’s | their own learning. India lacks a Hardware, without a doubt, is becoming easily
The main use the road map in the to be a major “*he prediction that and
was that of a carrier of ficld of impediment. it Is not so any more. Writing or would become inexpensive has come true but the
worksheets, and videos, which were a that in local is possible. need for a higher order and r hardware &
for textbooks. Virtual training sessions had allows the Translation from one language to another 1s easy. | growing with the innovations of AL Wil
become common too. As the All the tools needed for learning are be enough to help

pandemic faded
away. the digital skills learned during the period
became

less important and a new prose e ot began to
build around artificial intelligence (AD.
The best promise of the revolution was,

promise
technology to
be harnessed
for those who
need it the most

0 schools is complete. But

universalise the innovations that could
revol ? As a country, India
needs to come up with a road map that allows
promise of technology to be hamnessed for the
benefit of those who need &t the most.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Tamil Nadu Governor

The rift between the Chief

Minister of Tamil Nadu and

the State Governor has

been going on for quite

some time. it is high time That
imbent ris

dignity of the

recalled. {“What was ‘gross” | the r for his
about the 12 Bills kept
pending for 3 years: SC to
T.N. Governor”, February 7).
Parthasarathy N.,

Chennai hil

[T

Ol

The amogant stance of the
Gowernor has lowered the
constitutional
post that he holds and the
fespect that [taccords.
Supreme Court of
india has e questica

situation and a disgrace
that he has brought upon
imself it is very apparent

N
Chennai

perish”,

formed

that his every action taken
against the State has the
backing of the party ruling.
at the Centre.

“United we win, divided we
is the well- known
SVIRE The SIDIA bloc weix

shmnya S Party but,

in the process, has become
fray ted and, even
worse, bereft of 3
compétent captain. This is a
simple truth which nurtures
the BUP to gigantic

ns. A total revamp
of the Opposition strategy &
needed which also needs a
thundering orator of the
tikes of V. Krishna Menon.

examination (February 7),
is one more major
glitch to report. In Part | of

1 fill it in, | get a response

that a candidate has to fill
this only when he has
appeared for the mains. if 1
do not fill this part, i.e., ‘Add
details of
Examination/Recruitment’,
the page does not move.

information, the site asks. al

Vigay.
New Dethi

though 1 have not qualified
for the prelims.

[z o
letters@thenindu <o.in
s yet. Wihen | must carry the postal address.

 » -




India’s voice must resonate in global Al conversations

n November 2024, a postgraduate student

in Michigan, United States, had a

disturbing interaction while discussing

elderly care solutions with Google’s
Artificial Intelligence (AI) chatbot, Gemini. After
some hours of discussing problems of old age, the
chatbot suddenly snapped, issuing a blunt and
alarming message: “This is for you, human....You
are a waste of time and resources....You are a
stain on the universe. Please die.”

Did anyone realise Al could behave like that?
The student complained, Google modified the
chatbot, but the interaction — which could have
actually prompted a more vulnerable individual,
such as a depressive, to perhaps take drastic
measures — should leave us all shaken and
troubled.

There are hundreds of such anecdotes about
Alwhose implications we in India will need to
grasp. How do we protect ourselves through
sensible regulation without stifling the growth of
this exciting new invention? Al is reshaping
industries, economies, and geopolitics,
transcending national borders with data,
algorithms, and innovations flowing seamlessly
across regions. In this interconnected landscape,
effective governance and safety mechanisms
require a unified international approach. For
India, participating in global standard-setting on
Al safety is not just an opportunity but an
imperative. But, India has not even established a
national Al safety institute.

In November 2024, the International Network
of Al Safety Institutes was inaugurated in San
Francisco, U.S., marking a pivotal moment in
global efforts to regulate and secure the
development of Al. Building on the Seoul
Statement of Intent agreed earlier that year,
under which nations committed to work together
to launch an international network of safety
institutions to accelerate the advancement of the
science of Al safety, this network represents a
unified commitment to fostering international
cooperation in Al safety science. By serving as a
dedicated forum for international collaboration,
the Network can unite technical expertise and
policy innovation to address emerging risks and
establish robust best practices in Al safety. The
Network will go beyond fostering dialogue to play
a pivotal role in developing and harmonising
global standards. India, so far, is sadly absent
from this vital forum.

The borderless nature of Al

Al transcends national borders, operating
through the seamless flow of data, algorithms,
and innovations across regions. Its global sweep
means none of us is immune from its impact.
Collective action is indispensable to address
shared challenges, from ethical concerns to
security risks. At the same time, effective
governance of this transformative technology
requires a collaborative approach to establish

is the fourth-term
Member of

Parliament Lok
Sabha), Congress
party, for
Thiruvananthapuram,
and the Chairman of
the Parliamentary
Standing Committee
on External Affairs. He
has previously
chaired the
Committee on
Information
Technology. He is an
award-winning author
of 26 books, his most
recent being ‘A
Wonderland of Words”

In a world
where Al is
increasingly at
the centre of
economic and
geopolitical
strategies, India
must take an
active role

in shaping

its future

unified standards that promote safety,
accountability, and innovation.

India’s participation in such global discussions
is not just desirable but essential. As one of the
world’s fastest adopters of Al, with an adoption
rate of 30%, significantly higher than the global
average of 26%, according to a recent Boston
Consulting Group (BCG) report, India stands at
the forefront of leveraging Al for transformative
change across sectors such as health care,
finance, agriculture, and logistics. India holds a
significant portion of ChatGPT users — estimates
place India as having the second largest user base
behind the U.S., with around 10% of global
ChatGPT users from India. A recent survey
ranked India first among the percentage of
consumers using ChatGPT. Clearly, we are major
adopters of AL

In this context, joining the discourse on
international Al safety standards — indeed,
helping lead it — would offer India a dual
advantage. First, we must ensure that Indias Al
ecosystem remains secure, ethical, and globally
competitive. Second, it is in our national interest
to position India as a responsible technology
leader on the world stage, committed to
safeguarding individual rights and advancing Al
responsibly. Collaborative efforts with other
nations on a multilateral level will enable India to
anticipate emerging threats, adapt to regulatory
shifts, and maintain its competitive edge in the
global Al race. To do this, India needs to create a
national institution urgently, and pitch it into the
fray.

The intersection of politics and technology
The intersection of Al and geopolitics is becoming
ever more pronounced, as seen in recent
proposals by the U.S. to impose export controls
on advanced Al software. Such measures, while
rooted in American national security concerns
about China, have the potential to reshape the
global technology landscape, disrupting
international scientific collaborations and altering
the dynamics of innovation. India is the
“non-China” for now, but there is no guarantee it
will be exempt from such controls indefinitely.
Countries like India could face the collateral
impact of policies targeting China, and we too
could find our access to cutting-edge Al tools, and
technologies essential for advancing our own Al
ecosystem, restricted.

It is clear we cannot afford to remain a passive
observer in this shifting landscape. These
developments further underscore the urgency of
participating in international platforms such as
the International Network of Al Safety Institutes —
to advocate balanced frameworks that protect
legitimate security interests while preserving the
spirit of collaboration.

AT’s strategic importance spans economic
development, military applications, and
cyber-security, all areas of national priority in

which we must ensure our interests are
protected. For India, the path to maximising Al’s
potential lies in creating opportunities for its
startups to access global markets and drive Al-led
growth. By fostering innovation-friendly policies
and aligning with international standards, India
can position its Al ecosystem as a hub for
cutting-edge solutions in all these sectors.

Proactive engagement in global Al safety
initiatives will further enhance India’s ability to
shape equitable frameworks that support global
collaboration and transparency. These efforts will
not only promote India’s technological leadership
but also attract investments and partnerships,
empowering Indian startups to thrive on the
global stage while contributing meaningfully to
the evolving Al landscape. Its engagement is
particularly vital in a world where Al and
geopolitics intersect, with nations enacting
protective policies to secure technological
advantages.

Leveraging India’s strengths

India’s vibrant Al ecosystem, fuelled by its robust
IT sector and talent pool, makes it a critical
player in the global Al dialogue. Moreover, India’s
experience in navigating the complexities of
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) initiatives such
as Aadhaar and the Unified Payments Interface
have demonstrated how inclusive, interoperable,
and scalable systems can transform lives,
enabling economic growth and social inclusion at
unprecedented levels.

These successes of our “Tech Stack” highlight
India’s ability to navigate the complexities of
large-scale technological implementation while
ensuring accessibility and equity. Just as India’s
DPI has established global benchmarks for digital
innovation and inclusivity, its proactive
engagement in Al safety initiatives can position
the nation as a thought leader in shaping
equitable and scalable frameworks for
responsible Al development.

In a world where Al is increasingly at the
centre of economic and geopolitical strategies,
India must take an active role in shaping its
future. As the adage goes, in global politics, you
are either at the table, or on the menu.
Participation in global Al safety platforms is not
just about securing a seat at the table; it is about
ensuring that global standards reflect India’s
priorities, aspirations, and values. By engaging
proactively, India can protect its interests, foster
cross-border innovation, and position itself as a
global leader in Al governance.

The stakes are high, and the time to act is now.
For India, embracing this responsibility is
essential to navigating the opportunities and
challenges of the Al revolution while ensuring a
secure, inclusive, and prosperous future for all.
(The writer acknowledges Jameela Sahiba, Al Lead
at The Dialogue, for her assistance in preparing
this article)

+



* The Need for Al Regulation & Safety

* The article begins with an example of an Al chatbot responding
insensitively to a conversation about old age, raising concerns about
Al’'s impact on mental health and ethical decision-making.

* Al is transforming industries, geopolitics, and economies, making it
essential to balance innovation with regulation.

* India lacks a national Al safety institute, which hinders its ability to
contribute meaningfully to international Al discussions.



 The Global Push for Al Standards

* In November 2024, the International Network of Al Safety Institutes
was formed to ensure Al is developed responsibly.

* Nations are collaborating to establish Al safety standards, but India
was absent from this key initiative.

* The global Al governance landscape is evolving, and countries that
shape these standards will control Al’s future development.



 Why India Must Lead in Al Safety & Ethics

* Al's impact on security, healthcare, education, and logistics will
shape the global economy.

* India is the second-largest user base of ChatGPT after the U.S.,
proving its technological influence.

* India must actively engage in setting international Al norms to
safeguard its economic and geopolitical interests.



* The Geopolitical & Technological Shift in Al
* Al is increasingly intertwined with politics, security, and trade.

* The U.S. is considering export restrictions on advanced Al software
to limit China’s access, demonstrating how Al is now a strategic asset.

* India must position itself strategically to ensure it remains
competitive and protects its interests.



* Leveraging India’s Strengths in Al

* India has a thriving tech sector and a highly skilled workforce,
making it an Al powerhouse.

* Successful digital public infrastructure projects like Aadhaar and UPI
show India’s ability to build scalable, inclusive technology solutions.

* India should establish Al research and policy frameworks to attract
global partnerships while ensuring technological sovereignty.



* The Way Forward
* Al will define future economic and geopolitical strategies.

* India must engage in global Al governance, ensuring that its interests
are protected.

* Creating a National Al Safety Institute is a crucial step in shaping
responsible Al development.

* India’s proactive engagement in Al policymaking will allow it to lead
discussions on innovation, ethics, and economic growth.



Kalbelia
ommunity




A year-old night school in Ajmer’s Kishangarh tehsil is unlocking new
opportunities for Kalbeliya women, providing them with access to education
and empowerment.

About the Kalbeliya Community

The Kalbeliya are a nomadic tribe from Rajasthan, historically known
for snake charming, folk songs, and dances.




* They are divided into two main groups: Daliwal and Mewara, and are also
referred to as Sapera, Jogira, Gattiwala, and Poogiwara.

* Despite being Hindu, the Kalbeliyas do not cremate their dead; instead,
they bury them and place an idol of Shiva’s Nandi bull on the grave.

* The 12th and 13th centuries were considered the golden era for the
community, as noted by Polish poet Jan Kochanowski. However,
after Prithviraj Chauhan’s defeat by Muhammad Ghori, their prominence
began to decline.

* The Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 further disrupted their traditional
snake-handling profession, forcing them into alternative livelihoods.



* Kalbelia Dance: A Living Heritage
— Kalbelia dance, also known
as Sapera dance, is an integral part
of Kalbelia culture and a symbol of

their identity.

— Both men and
women participate:



* 1. Women wear flowing black skirts, twirl gracefully, and imitate
serpent movements.
2. Men accompany them with musical instruments such as
the khanjari (percussion instrument) and poongi (woodwind
instrument), traditionally used for snake charming.
— Dancers adorn traditional tattoo designs, intricate jewellery, and
richly embroidered garments with mirror work and silver thread.
— Recognized globally, Kalbelia dance was inscribed in 2010 on
UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.



Jevons Paradox



e Satya Nadella, CEO of Microsoft, highlighted the Jevons Paradox in the context of

Al, noting that increased efficiency and accessibility of Al could lead to surging
demand.

e What is Jevons Paradox?

* Jevons Paradox states that when a resource becomes more efficient and
cheaper to use, its overall consumption tends to increase rather than decrease.

* First observed by William Stanley Jevons in his 1865 book The Coal Question. He
noted that improvements in the efficiency of steam engines, which used coal, led
to increased coal consumption, not a decrease as one might expect.



 How It Works: Key Factors

* Cost Reduction: When efficiency increases, operational costs decrease,
making the resource more attractive.

* Higher Accessibility: Efficient technology allows more users and industries
to adopt it.

* Economic Expansion: Enhanced productivity can drive industrial and
economic growth, leading to greater demand.

 Elastic Demand: When a resource is highly responsive to price changes,
increased efficiency results in higher usage instead of conservation.






* The Ministry of Textiles, in its 10th Empowered Programme
Committee meeting under the National Technical Textiles Mission,
approved key initiatives, including funding for startups under
the GREAT scheme.

* Key Features of the GREAT Scheme

e [tis an initiative under the National Technical Textiles Mission
(NTTM) by the Ministry of Textiles.



* Provides funding of up to INR 50 lakhs per startup.

* Focuses on critical areas like medical textiles, industrial textiles, and
protective textiles.

* Encourages R&D, product development, and commercialization of
innovative textile solutions.



JS Withdrawal from
UNHRC, WHO, and Other

nternational Forums O




* The United States has recently announced its withdrawal from several
key international organizations, including the UNHRC, the WHO, and
other international forums.

* Key Instances of U.S. Withdrawal from International Forums

* United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC): US cited
the UNHRC's ‘chronic bias against Israel’ and its failure to address
genuine human rights concerns.



* It is important to note that the UNHRC has passed over 100
condemnatory resolutions against Israel, which amounts to more
than 20% of all resolutions passed by the council.

* World Health Organization (WHO): Reasons behind withdrawal are
WHO'’s handling of the COVID-19 pandemic and its perceived bias
towards China.



e Other International Forums

e The US has reviewed its
involvement in other international O
organizations, such as UNESCO and

the Paris Climate Accord, citing
‘wild disparities’ in financial
contributions among member

countries. |



e Earlier, US left UNESCO in 2017, citing an alleged anti-Israel bias within the
organization. It echoed a similar withdrawal in 1984 under President Ronald
Reagan, which was reversed in 2003.

* The US withdrew from the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) in 2017,
citing the need to protect American jobs and industries.



 Reforms Needed in International Forums Amid US Withdrawal

e Strengthening Multilateralism: Organizations like WHO, WTO, and
UN bodies suffer from funding shortfalls when major contributors
(like the US) withdraw.

e Reforming financial structures—such as mandatory contributions from all
members—can reduce dependency on a few nations.



* Expanding Representation in Global Decision-Making: Calls for
expanding permanent UNSC membership (that remain dominated by
post-WWII power structures) to include emerging powers like India,
Brazil, and South Africa.

* Revitalizing Climate Agreements: Strengthening compliance
mechanisms and creating penalties for withdrawal could ensure
sustained participation.



10 MCQ



* Why did the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change
(MOEFCC) extend the SO, emission compliance deadline for thermal
power plants?

+ GV, F7 3R STy IREcde AT (MoEFCC) &t dTdiT FaT
m#msozmmﬁmmwm?

* A. Lack of proper technology in India / AIXd H 3fd deeie i

B. Financial constraints of power companies / 9TdY Hufaal 1 AT

Or;ﬁq_m discussions on Flue Gas Desulfurization (FGD) feasibility /
éﬂ_ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁr (FGD) #I SITEAT WX Il I§ IdIT
D. Low demand for electricity / fasTell &Y &H AT



 What was the key finding of IIT Delhi’s 2022 study on Flue Gas
Desulfurization (FGD)?

+ TSIMSET feell & 2022 & IEAIT A Fef I SHEHUZALAT
(FGD)?W#WWWW”

* A. FGD improves air quality but has high operational costs / FGD CIE|
aoTadT H FUR FIAT § Afehet TRET dErT Jf0F &

B, FGD is ineffective in reducing emissions / FGD Scholed P HH Hla
H I9ATEr &

C. FGD technolog%_ls still under development / FGD daeiler 37 st
A & 9T

D. FGD increases power production efficiency / FGD fasrell 3caresT &I
gaTdT JordT ¢



* What change did the Supreme Court of India make regarding ad-hoc
judge appointments in 2025?

¢ 2025 H AR & Haled ~ARTT o JEIRN =ararefien
s N U I SR LY Sl

* A. Allowed retired judges to be appointed on an ad-hoc basis for

criminal appeal cases / GdTfagd ~ATATETAT I H?ﬂ'liﬁ K

¥ fov fgea EFGT reTAfa &
B. Banned ad-hoc appomtments completely / 3r€Ar=AY ﬁgﬁ-‘d‘q’f Ly
tlfr avg O yfa«aer o@m fear -
C. Allowed ad-hoc judges to be appointed in all types of cases / H
A PR Y HeHnY &

YhR & ATHAT A FEATAT Fqrgrefian T 7
D. Restricted ad-hoc =?;gpointments only to Supréme Court cases /

regrdt = ~ARTAT & ATHAT d&
fRaT



* Which Article of the Indian Constitution allows ad-hoc appointment of
retired High Court judges?

Waﬁmmmmm@aﬁaﬂﬁw
=arametelt Y Ireurh PAgfEa A sewfa Sar ¥

e A. Article 124 / m—e}z 124

B. Article 214 / m—e}z 214
C. Article 224-A / Ieede 224-A

D. Article 312 / 315T<8& 312



e What was the reason behind the RBI’s recent interest rate cut?

* RBI &Y BITAT SATST T Feldl & 9IS AT FROT 41?7
e A. Easm inflation and boosting economic growth / W@ﬁ' H HHT
R 1 TeEr
B

Pressure from international financial institutions / W
Rt vyt &1 g9
C. Reducing real estate prices / 3dol 9 T FHAT BT FH FIAT

D. Strengthening the Indian rupee against the dollar [ ARAT 39T A
STl & AP HAGA HTaAT



 What sanction did U.S. President Donald Trump impose on the
International Criminal Court (ICC)?

» AN el SleiTes TT A ARSI IR =TT (1CC)
X Sl AT YT FA=MAT?

» A. Freezing assets and travel bans on ICC officials / 3TSHTHY

W iy i ITSHET A

B. Completely banning ICC from operating in the U.S. /
AR A FH A § T @ AT HIEAT .
C. Imposing financial penalties on ICC members / Hﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ HEEAT X
fadir g3 T
D. Declaring ICC as a foreign terrorist organization / aﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ Y

et smrdsardl "ered MINd FHIAT



 What was the book "Voyages Retraced: India’s Influence in East Asia"
about?

;i\Tloyages Retraced: India’s Influence in East Asia" J&d fFg IR A
?

* A. India’s maritime trade history with Europe / #IXd T ZR’I'CI' & HIY

A AR FT 3iag™

B. India’s cultural and historical impact on Southeast Asia / HINd T

gfaror qd v W aRgfas 30 Aaefe gama
C. India’s struggle for mdependence | ART & FadIdl GATH HI

sfasrd

D. Economic relations between India and the U.S. / IR IR AR
& dig JTdw gay



 What is Jevons Paradox?
¢ ATeH WISTFH FIT g7
* A. Increased efficiency leads to higher overall resource consumption /

941 g5 AT A WHTUS @I HI 9Tl ¢

B. Décreased efficiency leads to conservation of resources / udl &5

G&TdT JHTHAT & HIETOT Fr T o JTr § N

C Renewable energy sources reduce overall energy demand /
é?r Fel Fol AT H FH FA o

D Economic growth leads to technological stagnation / s Hﬂ'fa'
dehailehl SgUd &1 3T o AT &



* What is the primary objective of the GREAT scheme under the National
Technical Textiles Mission?

°®§WW%&H$WGREMWW§W3@QH

* A. Funding startups in technical textiles / daalhl gET H Ty
I fATANYOT YT HIAT
B. Promoting traditional textile mdustrles/m d& m Y
gerar &elT
C. Reducing imports of synthetic fabrics / rafes $CI'5'T & AT Y
hH Il
D. Increasing India’s textile exports to Europe / zRTCI' P HRT & I

fAaTa &1 e



 Why did the U.S. withdraw from WHO and UNHRC?
« TARST 7 WHO 31X UNHRC & FaT geat T thaar fham?

* A. Alleged bias against Israel and poor handling of COVID-19 / $olRIgcel
¥ @em® qaag AR covID-19 F @I YaHsT &1 AR

B. Financial mlsmanagement by these organizations / Sel HITSAT
garT fadir FyaesT

C. U.S. policy shift towards isolationism / ARFT Y AFeemaare Aifa
D. Pressure from European allies / ZR’I'CﬁTI' ?I%'il’l'ﬁ'iﬁ &l qdld



Word of the day

Arboretum:

a facility where trees and shrubs are cultivated
for exhibition

Synonym: botanical garden

Usa g€ The government arboretum has been
struggling financially for many years now.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/arboretumpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: ja:()bsuitam/
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