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* What is the purpose of the "Green Propulsion System" developed by
Manastu Space?

gUN-cI FE ¢arT Akl "M WideersT AEcH" FT 3e8T &1

?

 A. To reduce environmental impact of space missions / FareT fAerE
& JIATGIONT THTT T HH HIAT

B. To increase rocket fuel effmency/iﬁv? ST Y gaTdT CrG1

C. To minimize human health risks / ATdd FAETT SIAAT 1 &7
C X

D. All of the above / 390ad THT




* What is the primary function of Bharat Small Reactors (BSRs)?
HRI & TATA ?{Qa%‘\fr (BSRs) ST HEY HI FAT 87

* A. Enhance nuclear power capacity for decarbonization /
G CACIGIET NG ECY qIHATIT Foll &THAT Y delell

B. Produce low-cost energy for Hhouseholds / R * T &7 CIEIGE
alzfr FST T 3cUIce el

C. Develop alternative fuel sources / dfecys ST Aar &1 Qe
el

D. Support agricultural innovations/ﬂjﬁ' TATAIRT T GHAYT HLET




hich state conducted India's first coastline and wader bird census?

W
HART I Igell deW@T 3R I 98 AT fhg T o
AT Hr?

* A. Gujarat / Mol
B. Kerala / C ]
C. Tamil Nadu /

D. Maharashtra / HERTQ'




* What type of bird is the "Shankhlo" (Crab Plover), found in Jamnagar's
Marine National Park?

STHIR & FAGT TSI 3¢ATel H 9T S dTel "AWel" (shel
TAlaY) el & bR & &7

* A. Predator / T ﬂﬂﬂff
B. Wader bird /EET gait

C. Migratory bird /‘E‘Nﬁ gaft
D. Endangered bird / UheaEad gail




* What major theme will be discussed at the Al Summit in Paris?

éﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁvﬂéfﬁ‘@?%lﬁdd H @l @1 9q@ faw ==n A
?
* A. Global governance of Al / T3IT§ &T dfaes ma=

B. Al in education / fT&TT & T3S
C. Al for healthcare / FTELT S@HTT & folT T3S
D. Renewable energy powered by Al /1!'3-'I'I'§ QAdRI garferd

Ao FaT




* Which country developed the Scorpene-class submarines in partnership
with India?

fohd 29T A #RA & AT TS H ThUIA-FTd Tl leaam
Al &7
* A. Russia / &

B. France / BTH

C. USA / 3 AR
D. Germany / STH#AT




* What is the main challenge associated with the development of the
Great Knot bird habitat in Gujarat?

TR H I Ale 9ell & 39 & 9 § Jofd &
TAlT T §7?

* A. Habitat loss due to tourism / 9T & HRUT AT T g
B. Overhunting / 37ca & &R

C. Pollution in coastal waters / d&IT STl H Yau T
D. All of the above / 390ad THT




* What is the expected launch year for ISRO's Mission ShakthiSAT?
SO o TAAA ATFASAT & dlied I 3UTed ay FIT 872

* A. 2025
B. 2026
C. 2027
D. 2028




e What is Green GDP?
N7 SEIAT AT 8§72

* A. GDP calculation without environmental costs / o CRaic LG
& foaar ShSdY srorar

B. GDP that includes environmental benefits and costs / S

QAT o1 3T dRra enfae §

C. GDP based on renewable energy outputs / AR FAT
JcUlgsT YT TR Ssrdh

D. None of the above /3WeFd H & IS sTel



* What unique feature is highlighted in the Marine National Park of
Gujarat?

TSR & HHGT TSET 3T A hled AT AT [AAYAT 399R
T TS E?

* A. Hosts over 50 species of wader birds / 50 & 3f&& qrsy gfgar
yoTiadr Y AT HIdar &
wdia’s first designated marine park / TRd &T YgeT AR Fﬂflﬁf
C. Conservation of mangroves and biodiversity / AMa iR o9
fafaerar &1 aegor
D. All of the above / 390ad THT
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OXFORD WORLD'S CEASSICS

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE Friedrich Nietzsche,
TWILIGHT OF THE IDOLS TWl/lght Of the /dO/S

A new translation by Duncan Large

* “He who has a why to live can bear
almost any how.” —
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AT THE HELM
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against Ireland
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SC committee meets
farmer leader Dallewal
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~NEW DELEI
The US. will oo remave
Indian scientific and ruciear
entities from the “restricted
liszs” to “reafise” the potentisl
of the India-U.S. nuckear deal,
visiting U.S. Securiy Adviser
Jake Sullran said here on
ay. » PAGE 4

S. Korea’s Yoon
avoids detention
by deadline

ssouL
Impeached South Korean
e

they have sought a fresh
warrant to enforce his
detention. » PAGE 16

IED blast by suspected Maoists Kills 9 in Bijapur

Eight of the dead were security sonnel returni

explosive material planted a long time ago, says a police officer: Naxalites resorting to ‘cowardly acts’ out of fr

BUAPUR

ight security per-
sonnel and a tivilan
were killed in Bija-

pur district of Chharttisgarh
on Monday as an impro-
vised ex device
planted by suspected
Maoists blew up their vehi-

.m. when a joint-opera-
tion party was returning
from an anti-Maoist opera-
tion in the Abujhmad for-
ests. where five Naxals
were down and a
DRG jawan lost hh life on
Saturday. the polic:

‘The deceased personnel
were members of
trict Reserve Guard (DRG)
and Bastar Fighters, both

from an anti-Maoist

specialised forces of the
Chhattisgarh Police raised
to combat leftwing extre-

the branch of a tree 50 feet

the g
Forensic experts said
the elliptical crater created
by explosi was.

searching for the body of
the civilian. tin,

4.45 p.m len mto a rivuler a few
ice officers said that while es away, div-
the remains of the jawans  ers were also being called,
in their uniforms had been  sald a senior police officer
recaver, were  at the spot.

Ground zere: The ste where an IED blast blew up > vehicle of
security personnel in Bijapur district on Monday. SHUBHOMOY SKDM

Hundreds of personnel
combed the
areas

of nearby Kutru village,

ion with

said she had heard the ex-

first Six days of 2025, as
against 19 in the whole of

2 terms of casualties,

wires.
The blast happened on

the Kudri Bedre road near

450 km from the State cap-
izal Raipur, and close to the
Maharashera boundary.

police officer
t01d prassperaons that pri.
ma facie, it seems 6070 kg
of explasive material was
had

ed the absence of a road-
opening y. which pro-

dring operations.
Home Minister

'hmldfwmsau\ﬂlandnverw‘malu) killed, but his body is yet to be recovered:
i says Union Home Minister

Amit Shah and Chhartis-

condolences on X
am deeply saddened
by the nevrs of the lasg

by March 2026, Mr. Shah
sald. Mr. Sai said Naxalites
were frustrated with the
‘ongoing counter-insurgen-
cy operation in the Bastar
region and therefore re-
sorted to such cowardly
acts.

After the storm

Capitol watch: An ATF K9 seen near the U.S. Capetol in Washington during a Snowstorm on Monday. A winter storm slammed into the

region shutting down federsl offices and schools as Congress prepared to certify the 2024 presidential elecbons resufts. GETTY

nagEs

HMPV occurrence not new to India,
no cause for alarm: Health Mmlstry

NEW DELSI

The Human Metapneumo-
virus (HMPV) has been in
circulation globally, even
in India, the Health Minis-
oy said on Monday, while
stating that none of those
infected in India any
travel history and all are re-
covering well

and it has been circulating
in the world for many
years. HMPV  spreads

Mecassary precaution: Peopla walk past a wall mnmlpromotmg

awareness on using face masks,

air, by way of res-

persons of all age groups.
The systems and
surveillance networks of

in Bengakiry on Mondan

tries. The World Health Or-

gramme network indicat-
ed no unusual surge in in-
dlness  or

former Chief Scientist,
WHO, said HMPV was not
cause ic. “Rather

if there are severe

ymptoms.”
Dr. Neeraj Nischal, Addi-
nal Professor, Internal

was completely new and
people did not have any
immunity against it.

(with inputs from State
Bureaus)

Tamil Nadu Governor Ravi walks out of Assembly,
alleges ‘insult’ to National Anthem, Constitution

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAT

Ravi on Monday walked
out of the As-
sembly withour reading
out the cust

for the first sassion of the
New Year.

The Raj Bhavan later
said the Governor had left
the House “in deep an-
guish™ as the “Constitution
of Bharat” and the National
Anthem were once again
“insulted” in .

on arrival of Go-
vernor to the House only
Tamil Thaai Vaazhthu
{State anthem

they cussedly refused. It &5
o ¢

a matter of grave concern.
Not to be a party to such
brazen disrespect o the
Constitution and the Na-
tonal Anthem, Governor

The Raj Bhavan, howev- the cigni

said the National An- MK, STALIN, Tarmil Nk Clniwf
them is sung or played be-
fore and after the
Govemors address in ev-  the Govemor’s address
ery State in the

on .nh al of Gov OveTOo
> the Hou
only lulnll I1unll ‘"(l‘ll'hll “.)w SUNE.

Io(l

dition for the Governor to
ad-

Governor
House of its Constitutional Dut
singing the Natonal Anthen

cussedly refused rag nrAvAN

e 2
ernment they have clected and me amil
Nadhs Assembly are nos in keepings

o the posr of the Ginmor

<

House Duraimurugan to

country. “It is also manda-
tory as per the National An-
them Code.” It said
Last year, the Governor
expressed nability to read
address, saying it

would have amounted to

take on record oaly the ap-
proved text of the Gover-
DoEE Skiress Ahéreutier,
Speaker M. Appavu re
d'ne Tamil vevsdon of

travesty ™. in 2023, the Go-
vernor created a furore by
rtain portio

Describing the Gover-
nor’s action as “childish™,
Chief Minister MK. Stalin
in a social media post said

adopted  a
moved by Leader of the  while it was part of the tra-

nor,
deléted some parts in

epe.
of the Governor to
tently insult the people of
Tamil Nadu and the go-
wvernment they have elect-
ed and ﬂle 'l’hl‘nl'l Nadu As-
sembly are not keeping
With the dignity of the post
of the Governor”
charged. Mr. Stalin said me
question lingering on eve-
ryone’ wl
should he [G
et his post If he was unwill
his Consti-

ional chmter,

Trudeau quits as party chief,
to continue as PM for now

Associated Press
TORONTO.

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau announ.
his.

become clear to him that

leader of the Liberal Party
is chosen.
1 Jgome easdy back
down faced with a figh. es-
pecially a ves rant
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s0 a spring election to pick

ment for Canada interna-
tio:

mally.
U.S. President-elect Do-
nald Trump threa-
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Trudeau quits as party chiet,
to continue as PM for now

Associated Press
TORONTO

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau announced
his resignation on Monday
in the face of rising discon-
tent over his leadership,
and after the abrupt depar-
ture of his Finance Minis-
ter signaled growing tur-
moil within his
government.

Mr. Trudeau said it had
become clear to him that
he cannot “be the leader
during the next elections
due to internal battles.”

He planned to stay on as
Prime Minister until a new
leader of the Liberal Party
is chosen.

“I don’t easily back
down faced with a fight, es-
pecially a very important
one for our party and the
country. But I do this job
because the interests of Ca-
nadians and the well being
of democracy is something
that I hold dear,” he said.

Justin Trudeau

An official familiar with
the matter said parliament,
which had been due to res-
ume on January 27, will be
suspended until March 24.
The timing will allow for a
Liberal Party leadership
race.

Opposition plans

All three main opposition
parties have said they plan
to topple the Liberal Party
in a no-confidence vote
when parliament resumes,

so a spring election to pick
a permanent replacement
was almost assured.

Mr. Trudeau came to
power in 2015 after 10
years of Conservative Party
rule, and had initially been
hailed for returning the
country to its liberal past.
But the 53-year-old be-
came deeply unpopular
with voters in recent years
over a range of issues, in-
cluding the soaring cost of
food and housing, and
surging immigration.

The political upheaval
comes at a difficult mo-
ment for Canada interna-
tionally.

U.S. President-elect Do-
nald Trump has threa-
tened to impose 25% tariffs
on all Canadian goods if
the government does not
stem what Mr. Trump calls
a flow of migrants and
drugs in the U.S. — even
though far fewer of each
crosses into the U.S. from
Canada than from Mexico.



e Overview:;

e Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced his resignation as
the leader of the Liberal Party due to internal unrest and growing
dissatisfaction within his government. However, he will continue as
Prime Minister until a new party leader is elected.
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* Reasons for Resignation:

 Trudeau cited internal battles and dissatisfaction after the sudden
resignation of his Finance Minister as key factors for stepping down.

- faa & & A ST AR AR FESl FY g3 o Ue s

& HET HRUI SRIBZIN

* Interim Role:

* Trudeau will remain as PM until the Liberal Party selects a new leader in a
race expected to conclude by March 24.

+ T8I AU ol & Tl deh JUAHAT g1 I3, ST AT 24 Tk I
alel T GHTGT B




1.0pposition's Stand:

1. All three main opposition parties
plan to move a no-confidence vote
against the Liberal Party when
Parliament resumes.

2.1 g fauedy aricar dde &
T ¥ € 8 W s qref &
Qe ey yeda aey &
TISTeIT 1T &T g

e -



* Trudeau came to power in 2015, ending 10 years of Conservative
Party rule, and was initially praised for restoring Canada’s liberal

identity.

+ 231 2015 F T | 30, {998 Ferdiecd 9] & 10 I &
MIeT hT 3 831 3R 3o HeAlel Sl 3eRART Ygdled dgldl

A o Tolw T8 1=




Challenges and Criticism:

Domestic Issues:

e Trudeau faced unpopularity in recent years due to rising costs of food, housing, and challenges with
immigration.

8T & gul H g8 Al dec W AR EE oHEld 3R Jarg Gatll Hegl & HROT el OIar &l
ATHAT AT YsT|

International Pressure:

e U.S. President-elect Donald Trump threatened to impose 25% tariffs on Canadian goods unless stricter measures
were taken to control immigration.

o ARG Tseufd-Tafad Siles TT o FeAlel H YdTeT AIAUT bl oAbl TEd hGH 3aled bl HIIT I,
HegdT 25% SRE et dr gHbr &




* Future Implications:

* Trudeau’s resignation sets the stage for significant political upheaval
in Canada, with an almost assured spring election to select a

permanent replacement.

* T8I T FEATDI HeATs] H TSTelllcdeh ITEUAT HT HRUT
HehcT 8, IR ad@d # U TURT TSR ToAel & fov qera

STATHIT o gl




Of Trudeau’s

Political Fortunes

OCT 2013 | Justin Trudeau, the son of former

PM Pierre Trudeau, wins the Liberal Party

leadership; Liberals at this point had been out

of power for 7+ years, and are third-placed
party in the House of Commons

OCT 2015 | Trudeau’s Liberals,
campaigning on a message
of change and hope, win
federal election

C 2017 | Ethics
commissioner rules
Trudeau broke conflict-
of-interest rules by
accepting a vacation,
gifts, flights from spiritual
Ieader Aga Khan in 2016

9 | Former justice
mlnlster Jody Wilson-Raybould
accuses govt officials of pressuring
her to help construction company SNC-
Lavalin avoid a corruption trial. In Aug, the
ethics commissioner rules Trudeau and his
officials breached ethics rules

SEPT | Photos emerge of Trudeau wearing
blackface when he was younger.
Trudeau, a strong advocate for
multiculturalism, apologises

)CT | In Oct 21, 2019 election, Liberals

are reduced to a minority in the House of
Commons, obliging them to strike deals with
opposition legislators to govern

AUG 2020 | Finance minister Bill Morneau
re5|gns amud friction with Trudeau over

how much funding was
needed to help Canada
recover from
Covid-19 pandemic

SEPT 2021 | Trudeau
triggers a national vote
for Sept 20, 2021, but
he returns with a second
successive minority

JUNE 2024 | Liberals lose one of their
safest seats in a special election in Toronto.
Trudeau says he will stay in office

SEPT | New Democrats Party (NDP), led by
Jagmeet Singh, that had kept Trudeau in
office withdraws support

DEC 16 | Finance minister Chrystia
Freeland resigns after Trudeau asks

her to take a lesser position, taking

away one of his most loyal allies over

the past decade

DEC 20 | Jagmeet Singh says will present
a formal motion of no-confidence to oust
Trudeau after the House of Commons elected
chamber returns from a winter break
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Main accused in
Bastar journalist
murder case held

Jjournalist Mukesh Chan-
. has been arrested,
the Chl h  police
said on Monday.
While this is the fourth
arrest in the case, Suresh
arrest

septic tank on a property
owned by Suresh Chandra-
kar in mj;lpur town, the
police had said. Days be-
fore his death, Mukesh

Journal-

port
alleged cor-
ruption in a road construc-
ton work in Bijapur.

This report was aired on

NDTV for which Mukesh
worked as a freelance jour-
nalise, besides running a
YouTube channel, ‘Bastar
Junction’, that had 159

subscribers at the
time of his death. The said

Tk

Chandrakar and is said to
be the motive behind the
murd:

Deputy Chief Minister Vlr
Jay Sharma claimed that
Suresh was a Congress
member, and the party

Bai) on Monday met family
members of Mukesh and
said the governmen
should 'stop he poikics
and help the family.

SC panel urges Dallewal
to accept medical help

Pandher criticises Centre for its

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI /CHANDIGARH

Supreme Court-ap-
Y. G
wered committee
constituted to negotiate
with farmers protesting on
the Punjab-Haryana inter-
State boundary on Monday
mee farmer leader Jagiit
Singh Dall
£ Sorike entered the 42nd

“Ihe former Punjab and
Haryana High Court judge
Justice Nawab Singh, who ts

; court 2

heading
told presspersons that the
panel had urged Mr. Dalle-
wal to take medical aid in
the fmerest ofhis health.
‘We repeatedly request-
ed Mr. Dallewal to. take
medical aid. He said for

and pray that he should stay
healthy. We said we have
not come here to say that
the agitation should end but
o say that your (Mr. Dalle-
wal's] health should
good. e comes
that whenever he says, we

farmer leader Jagit Singh Datiewal In Patiata on Monday, A

will be available.” he said
after ing at Pun-
obre Khane
Mr. Dallewal, who is the
convener of the umbrella
o san Mor-
cha (Non-Political), has
been on an indefinite hun-
ger strike at the protest site
in support of several de-
mands, including a legal
guarantee for purchasing
crops at the minimum sup-
port price (MS

D T baet i &t

since Novermber 26.

At Shambhu, Kisan Maz-
door Morcha coordinator
Sarwan  Singh
ticined the Union 3 -
vernment for its indifferent
approach towards the
farmers' struggle and the
health of Mr. Dallewal.

Earlier, the Supreme
Court adjourned the case
related t the protest o fa.
nuary I n informed

senior namuxe Kapil Si-
bal, appearing for Punjab

inted high-powered committee meets l'anner leader at| Khanauri; KMM coordinator
s hearing to January 10

along with the State's Ad-
e-General Gurs

singh, that the farmers

have agreed to meet justice

S ench headed by Jus-
tice Surya Kant expressed
hope that “better sense
prevails upon everyone”

be
a report in court on the

esides Justice Singh,

the commities Includad e
tired IPS officer B.S. Sand-
hu, agriculture expert De-
vinder Sharma, professor
Ranjit Singh Ghuman and
Dr. Sukhpal Singh, agricul-
tural economist from the
jab Agricultural

to the meet the committee
was seen by the court as a

clare that they could pre-
sent their nlevancﬁ di-
rectly in
Court itself.

Meet farmers, SKM
urges President after
she declines request

NEW DELHI

kt Kisan

sider her decision not to
meet a farmers” delegation
on the issue of the hunger

farmer leader Jag-
Jit Singh Dallewal.

n consl

5

to due to paudly
of time". The SKM

regrec that the President
could not accede to meet
the farmers®

The SKM expressed regret that
the President could
the farmers’ delegation.

stitutional Institutions to
adhere to democratic prin-
ciples and hold discussions
‘with the farmers.

“Instead of discussions
o resolve thelr distress,

“The SKM expects re-
view on this crucial re-
quest for her intervention
since Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and the Su-
preme Court are 5o far un-
able to resolve the impasse
and to take constructive
steps to save the life of the
M. Dallewal fasting for the
last 41 days,” it

The SKA sad belng the
head of the State of India,
Ms. Murmu had l'ha Tes-
ponsibility to help the con-

el faciltating fresh on-
staught by the agribusine:
corporations on_ agricul-

and livelihood of the

Tarmers, agncultaral work.

ers, small %

on Agr
NPFAM that s dangerons
than the repealed 3 Farm
Acts” it sal

A foreigner
facing charges
cannot leave
country: SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said when a fo-
relgner's presence was re-
quired In India to answer a

criminal charge, permis-
sion to leave the country
must be refused. A Bench

Justice AS.
clarified the law In a case of

"The top court made it
plain that a court, on grant-
ing bail to a foreigner, must
direct the state or the pro-
secuting agency to Imme-
diately inform the registra-
tion

Order of 1948 authorises
the civil authority to im-

Serving a cause

pose on
movements of a foreigner.

i
(communal mealt on the occasion of Guns Gobind Jayants in Kotkata on Monday. A

‘Nimisha Priya
avictim of
transnational
economy’

The Hindu Bureau
NEwoELRL

‘The Progressive Medicos
and Scientists Forum , a fo-

rum of undergraduate stu-
dents, faculty members,
esident

resi doctors and scien-
cists of All India Instituse of
Me Sciences, Delhi

forts to bring back Nimisha
Priya, a nurse from Kerala,
‘who is on death row in Ye-
men for the alleged mur-
der of a Yemeni

s thar

a business dispute, the fo-
rum noted tha she fsa vic-
tim of a transnationa
hiera
skilled labour from coun-
tries like India ends up in
exploitative working and

crime,” said the group.

No sanction given for death
sentence, Houthis handling
nurse’s case: Yemen Embassy

NEW DELHI

1n a new developmes
Embassy of Yemen in In lndu

Chatrman of l’rubden—
tal Leadership Council
Rashad_al-Alimi, has o

tence
isha Priya and declared
that the Houthi militia of

announ-
cement came days after it
was widely reported that
the death sentence for the
nurse had been approved
by Mr. Alimi.

“The Yemeni govern-
ment emphasises that the
entire case has been han-
died by the Houthi militias
and therefore, His Excel-
lency Dr. Rashad AL-Aliml,

Chairman esiden-
ml lxezdels.h‘p CnunﬂL
public of Yemen has not
Faified the Judgement

statement issued
of Yemen de-

a statement from the Exter-
nal Affairs  Ministry s
awalted. The opposing
statements are a sign of the
prevalling political situa-
b

cognised and

clared on Monday while
responding t reports pu-
by a media outlet
Il\ Kuala
The stateme:
said that Ms. Priya is “ cur
rendy detained in Sanaa
under the authority of the
Houthi militia.
The statement comes
days after a highevel ira.

Houthi militants of Ye-
men are organised along
the Ansar group,
which controls capital sa-
naa and around fthe
population.

given e doats e b
Sanaa for the murder of
h

SC moots Benches of
Armed Forces Tribunal
to address backlog

Armed Forces Tribunal in

Jammu Kashmir and

Himachal Pradesh to deal

with the growing penden-

oin defence related cases
these two ar

A Bench olJusuoes S\h-

dling the burden of cases
from there while seeting up
circult Benches at Jammu
and Kashmir, Shimla and
Dharamshala’ would con-
siderably  relieve the

backlog.
“Thereare sining
court

pointment of me:
oM

the tribunals. Sometimes
the workload is so much
that the process gets de-
layed. We have to devise a

so that a pro-

cies gets
before the prospective va-
cancy arises in 1R
Justice Kant idremed A
tomey General R. Venkata-
ramani, appearing for the
Centre.

“Collate data”

The Supreme Court asked
the Centre to collate data
of the total sanctioned
strength of tribunals and

suggestions on systemati-
cally filling these posts.
The Centre was further di-
rected to furnish the de-
tails of the ongoing pro-
gesses for filling the posts
in the

U.S. to remove Indian entities from
restricted llsts says Jake Sullivan

NEW DELHI

The United States will soon
remove Indian scientific

from
lhE 'lestrlaed llsls" An or-

“fu - the
potential of the I Indh us.
nuclear  deal

d between pmne i
nister Manmohan

and President George W.
Bush, visiting U.S. National

hi, Mr. Sullivan presented
the nuclear sec-
tors as arenas of meater
cooperation between the
two sides.

“So today 1 can an-
nounce that the US. s now
fnallsing the necessary
st e
standing regulations llul
have prevented civil nu-

weeks.

o tween
India’s leading nuclear en-

E s.
National Security Adviser Jake Sulivan in New Delhi on Manday. =

tities and U.S. companies.
Theformal paper work will
soon,” sald Mr.
Senbvan declaring the in-
itiative. He described the
move by the Biden admi-
nistration as an “an oppor-
tunlty to turn the page on
of the frictions of the
past and create opportt
ties for the Indian entities
that have been on the res-

tricted list of the United

anl
Narendra Modi durlng his

visit. Following the meet-

defence, space,
“ind Ararciat el
gence, Look forward to
iding upon this momen-
wm in ties between our
two democracies for the
benefit of our people and
global good "
‘The External Affairs Mi-

dates brought out by the
Biden administration to
U.S. missile export control
policies under the Missile
Technology Control Re-
gime

boost US.  commercial
space cooperation with
India”

China says its planned
dam will not affect
water flows to India

BEUING
China on Mondzy reiterat-
ed its plan to build the

world's biggest dam over
the

has gone through rigorous
scientific verification and
will not have any negative

impact on downstream
countries — India and
Bangladesh.

The project,
t0 cost around 137 bllliun.
is located in the ecological-

Iy fragile Himalayan region
tectonic  plate
boundary where earth-
quakes occur frequently.
“On the hydropower
project in the lower reach-
& of the varlung 2
Fover, China has-made v
poslllon clear. Let mae relt.
erate that the decision to
build the project was made

after rigorous scientific
evaluation and the project
will not have a negative im-
pact on the ecological enel

condi-

tiona and the rights and
interests related to water
downstre:

resources r
countries,” Foreign Minis-
try’s new spokesman Guo
Jiakun told a media brief-
ing. “Rather, it will, to
some extent, help with
their disaster prevention
and reduction and climate
response.”

figured in the Indian offi-
cials talks with the visiting
U'S. National Security Ad-
visor Jake Sullivan.

called Yarlung Zangbo in
Tibet dose to the Indian
border.
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Firms choosing to
invest abroad rather
than at home: Cong.

NEW DELSI

The reluctance of the priv-
ate sector to invest in India
is a “corporate motion of
no-confidence in the Na-
rendra Modi government,
the Congress sald on
Monday.

) |napoen X, Congress

secretary (:
Rications) Jairam Ramesh

government to
focus on stmulating and

of the

tion is not accelerating, tax
and other authorities are
threatening and intimidat-
ing businesses, and be-

cause of the growing per-
ception that only four to
usiness groups can

of the private sector’s re-
Iuctance to invest in India
under this government —
net forelgn direct invest-
ment (FDD fell to a 12-year

aet hpoc father than at
home. This is

Women leaders play key role
in driving change, says Birla

At ‘Panchavat Se Parliament 2.0° evvm, Lok >d)ha Speaker hails role of women representatives,

NEW DELHI

ighlighting  the
positive impact of
women leading re-
presentative institutions at
the panchayac level. Lok

Spe:
Mondny waid the clusion
and empowerment of wo-
men, especially from rural
and wibal communities,
were pivotal for socio-eco-

nomic change.

Mr. Birla emphasised
the importance of leverag-
ing women’s leadership in
addressing pressing rural
issues. He praised the en-
trepreneurial spirit of tri-
bal women who had been

s their better and more

ctively

The Panchayat

support to ensure that
these women-ed enter-
prises reached global mar-
kets, contributing to eco-
nomic  growth  while
india’s cultural

of no-confidence
the Modl government = he
sald. “How to stimulate
and sustain domestic in-
vestment has to be the cen-
tral concern of the Union
Budget to be presented 26
days from today.” Mr. Ra-
mesh said.

creating villages
through Initintives i toaa
tional crafis, online busi-
e and  local
P addressing Rancliaya
Se parliament 2.07,
event to felicitate women

tage.

He said there was a pos-
itive impact of women
leading representative n-
stitutions at the panchay
level, citing better and
more sensitive leadership
that

the Speaker sought further

community concerns.

2.
the participation of more than S50 tribal women representatives. Axi

Women's personal ex-
periences with socletal dif-
ficulties enable them to de-
velop more robust
solugions to local challeng-
es, he said, attributing this
o’ their innate problem-
solving skills, which facili-
tate a deeper understand-

ing of issues and the for-
on  of strategic
appmanhe

Mr. Birla stressed the
crucial role of women's
participation in the demo-

panchayars to the national
arena in Parl ent, the
leadership of women had

been instrumental in driv-
ing change, ensuring ac-
countabilicy, and creating
lusiv mo-

dels. He lauded the grow-
ing presence of women in
pnmhay ti raj institutions,

th several States surpass-

governance.

The event saw the parti-
cipation of more than 500
eribal women representa-
tives from panchayati raj
Institutions of 22 States
and Union Territories.

HC gives six weeks for action on Bhopal waste disposal

PITHAMPUR
The Madhya Pradesh High
Monday gave

government -

issue of

the disposal of Union Car-

bide waste, while adhering
to safety measures.

The court Issued direc-
tions to the media not to
glve incorrect information
0 the public.

A Division Bench of
Chief Justice S.K. Kait and
Justice Vivek Jain in Jabal-
pur granted the govern-
mmcon e ntier i fled =
affidavit

informing
xmgmdmgm ‘move-
ment of the waste from

Bhopal to Pithampur and
the subsequent unrest in
the industrial town near

indore.
Saying that misinforma-
tion had caused the unrest

in Pithampus, the
ment sought time from the
court “to infuse confidence
in the public and dispel
their myths by giving them
factual inputs so that they
may not be misguided

the fake news and the

he
Union Car y

float-
ed by miscreants and vest-
ed interest™.
~-me direct the respon-
of Madhya Pra-
ey to take into conekler-
ation all safety measures
and comply the order dat-

ed December 3, 2024,” the

read. next hear-
ing of the court is sche-
for February 18.

Chief Minister Mohan Ya-

disposal. 11

dav said he was satisfied
that the court had accept-

nment's re-
s! grant time. “!
meantime, all the es

and if anyone else wants to

keep their side then they
can present it before the
and the State -

court gove
ment would follow the de-
cision of the court,” he
aid. Mr. Yadav also said
that the government's firsc
priority was to gain the
trust of the people.

said, “In the order dated
December 3, . this
court  directed to
waste material from Bho-
and dispose of the
same as per norms..
no further order Is re-
quired to be passed to un-
load the waste material. It
is for the State to unload
and dispose of the waste
material as per direction of
this

On December 3, the

containers for a long pe-
riod.

The court, however,

tion facility in Pithampur.

INBRIEF

er
= oonnd.llm Balwan

ldurx Mo senence was upheld by the Delhd
18, whereas It reversed Kumar's
mqumax b, o trial court tn 2015,

Be CM

country. The fisl

been subjected to torture in the neighbor

herfolk were handed
District Magistrate on Monday
ha

s custodial

torture of Indian fisherfolk

‘West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjae.

uring
over to the
. “Their

to0,” one of the repatriated fisherfolk said.

Opposi en Patnaik

e Aohan Mahled O

cerming it 2 “double engne. Soubie blow™
istration.

Naveen launches scathing
attack on Odisha govt.

Biju Janata Dal Dal (/D) president and Leader of the

n‘kmmmda criticlaed

essential commodities

GST imposed on virtually everything.” he added.

India’s first
organic fish
cluster in
Sikkim

NEW DELII

Union Animal Husbandry
and Fisheries Minister Ra-

fisherles cluster in Sikkim
on Monday. The Ministry

Pradesh and Mizoram in
Guwahati. “Introducing or-
eries and aqua-

it the organic

Sweel treat

A
Monday. Jaggery is

Ingredient in dishes madde for the UPCOMINE PONEAl CEHRbIATIoN. < VENFATACHAAPATIAY

ellore in

Saamana picks on PMs lifestyle after
his comment on Kejriwal’s bungalow

MUMBAL

A day after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's scathing

artack on AAP’s national
convener, Arvind Kejriwal,
the Shiv Sena (UBT)
mouthpiece,  Saamana,
has come out in support
Chief

said it is the PM who has

ment bungalow may be a

Minister and criticised the
Prime Minister.

On Monday, Saamana’s
editorial lashed out at the
PAf's speech and came in
support of Mr. Kejriwal and

When Devendra Fadnavis
was Deputy CM, he too had
two bungalows. This extra-
vagance Is larger than the

matter of criticism but  against Mr. Kejriwal who is
what about the houses of  also accused of making
other Central Ministers gold chest drawers,” the
who have gone royal in  Saamana editorial read.

decorating their gnvvern- It said that the PM
ment - bought an slrplna et
rashira, world
CM had three government “How can a perse

bungalows; even after step-  claim to be ‘fakir who
ping spends €10 w15 lakh on

one st wears brand-
clothe:

watches and footwear. Be-

cause of his luxurious lifes-

tyle, the people of India
re

ashira

came
ough his hard work and

session of two

s,

X’s Grok Al brings concern
about deepfakes ahead of
Delhi Assembly election

The
posted an Artificial Intelll
Eence-generated deepfake

Aadmi  Party

of B.R. Ambedkar suj
edly blessing former Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal last month, prompeing

growing since Grok — the
Al chatbot and image gen-
eration service offered by
X — became available to
the general public. Unlike

ing of india's first Prime bk
er Jawaharlal Nehru for
modern fils by generating
of the long-de-

ceased Nehru ordering
current PM Narendra Modi
and r‘lnan(e Mmlsmr NA‘{-

] ChatGPT

G,
“oh,
The use of deepfakes is not

restricted to political parties
and parody accounts slon

gained over 20,000 follow-
ers. The account is “based
on the recent parliamen-
tary debates where Modi
blaming Nel

ng
hih he Aot raost of e
tme. its creator, going by
The Hin-
R over dtoacs T s
X. “So 1 got the idea to
create [a] parody account
ock the statements.”
Adhiraj Singh, a come-
dian who writes on Indian
humour, and one of the co-
contributors 1o a satirical

7eas skeptical sbout ATt bg—
ing a sustainably fun

T a crop of ac-
counts. “Satirical p
pretending to be poli.
cians aren't new, but Al
tools do make it easier for
them to flood our timelines

mentary mexmngkss and

pends on who is using it for
what”

He added
w ns with this
Jind of content becoming
more common: “Satire,
misinformation, and hate

ble, but here we are, in the
post-singularity Al slop
pic”

Political impact
indeed, the use of deep-
fakes in this way i not res-
tricted © polln:al parties
nd  parody accounts
. One pnlli(zl com-
mentator posted a picture
of Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi resembling the bu-
sinessman and entrepre-
neur George Soros, with a
mpunn calling him Mr.
= I's “mentor”.
ln a report on genera-
tive Al deepfakes and In-

that ing
“on specific Iunds of con-

tent alone assessing
hether there will be ang
impact re the

way that disinformation
campaigns operate. The
consequences actually He
in the cumulative effect of

mala
Gnpopular decisians. The
account, @The_Nehru, has

Kind of noiser Mr. singh
said. “1 feel it really de-

lessly in a variety of diffe-
rent fora™
amx




India’s first
organic fish
cluster in

Sikkim

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Animal Husbandry
and Fisheries Minister Ra-
jiv Ranjan Singh launched
the country’s first organic
fisheries cluster in Sikkim
on Monday. The Ministry
said the organic fish cluster
in the Soreng district of Sik-
kim will boost farmer in-
comes and promote sus-
tainability in aquaculture.
The project aims to sell an-
tibiotic, chemical, and pes-
ticide-free organic fish in
eco-conscious markets
across the globe.

Mr. Singh also inaugu-
rated and laid the founda-
tions for 50 key projects
worth 50 crore under the
Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana (PMMSY),
covering all northeastern
States except Arunachal
Pradesh and Mizoram in
Guwahati. “Introducing or-
ganic fisheries and aqua-
culture will align with the
State’s broader vision of
promoting organic, sus-
tainable, and environmen-
tally friendly practices
across all sectors,” the
Fisheries Ministry said in a
statement.

[FIRVEE SFY e Srey o

It added that the organic
fisheries cluster focuses on
an ecologically healthy fish
farming system. “This also
ensures minimal environ-
mental pollution and pre-
vents damage to aquatic
ecosystems, contributing
to sustainable fish produc-
tion practices,” the Minis-
try claimed.




Launch Date
Launched By

Objective

Budget

Target

Key Components

Coverage

Beneficiaries

Key Features

Significance

Implementation
Agencies

Major Goals

September 10, 2020
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry, and Dairying, Government of India

- Boost fish production and productivity.
- Enhance aquaculture infrastructure and income for fishers.

- Ensure sustainable fisheries development.
220,050 crore (over 5 years, 2020-2025)

- Increase fish production to 22 million metric tons by 2024-25.

- Double fishers’ incomes.

- Infrastructure development (harbors, cold storage, etc.).
- Fish production and productivity enhancement.
- Marketing and branding.

- Welfare of fishers and fish farmers.

- All States and Union Territories.

- Focus on coastal, inland, and marine fisheries.

Fishers, fish farmers, cooperatives, and entrepreneurs in fisheries and

aquaculture sectors.

- Promotes sustainable fishery practices.
- Supports startups and entrepreneurs.

- Emphasizes fish health and insurance.

- Aims to create 55 lakh direct and indirect jobs.

- Strengthens India’s position as a global fisheries exporter.

- State governments, UTs, and other implementing agencies under the

guidance of the Ministry of Fisheries.

- Address critical gaps in the fisheries value chain.

- Promote sustainable and blue economy growth.
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Govt. to soon take decision

on raisii Su;

MSP: Minister

¥ood and Comimimes Affairs Minister Prathad

Joshi said
decision on inueasmg
price (MSP)

sovernment will soon take 3

support

of sugar. The MsPsrzys unchanged at

231 per kg. a rate set In February 2019. However,
bodies

industry
rising production ¢
faced by sugar

an increase due to
asts and economic pressures
s ~we will

whe\hcr & inereae [MSP] or it shon)y" Mo
Joshi told

ring an

RBI added 8 tonne gold to
reserves in November : WGC

nks ar
added 3 wonne of gold to thel
the Reserve Bank of

ound the world, In Novermbe

.,
e peservas; of whick)

india‘s addition w

tonne, the World Gold Coundll (WGC) said. In

2024, central

— mostly from e

merging
markets — were keen gold buyers, driven by the

need for a stable an

d secure asset amid global

goonomic uncereainties The gold price

following ULS. polls may have
banks

some central

impetus to accumulate, it

NCLAT to hear Meta plea

inst CCI

nall

on Jan. 16

Meta Platforms Inc. moved corporate appellate

tribunal NCLAT a
trade regulator CCI,

33,14 crare for abuse of its domina

The pe:

the orde
h

r passed
da penalty of
nt position.

tition was mentioned before a National
Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)

bench. Senior advocates Kapil Sibal and Mulkul

Services rebounded
to 4-month high in
Dec. on new orders

NEW DELHI

anufacturing _le-
|
private  sector
may have slumped to a 22
month low in December,
but Services activity re-
gained mmnem
month

rance again registered by
far the strongest increases
in both new orders and bu-
siness activity, the survey
of 400-0dd firms' purchas-
ing_managers conducted
by S&P Global showed.

further. Firms also eased

by far
stromgest incresses in both new orders and business activity. #T

the fastest pace In nearly 12

vears during November.
However, December's
price hikes w the

longrun average. While
cost pressures increased at
highest pace for con-
sumer services firrs, price
ks’ srers: Elghent o thie

ber's ‘unprecedensd up-
il tom-

twend in December, opti-

mism among services

players fell from Novem-
s six-month

Bt e overall,service provid.
ers remained confident of
output rising over the com-
ing 12 months.

TPorsand looking  fdl-
cators such as new
ness and future acuv\ly
suggested that the strong

Announce 8th Pay
Commission soon,
trade unions tell FM

NEW DELHI

Ten Central Trade Unions
(CTUs) in the Opposition

mmission 3
The trade unions made
the demand at a pre-Bud-
get discussion with Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
sitharaman here.

Senior BMS leader Pa-

as per BMS memorandum.
‘The platform of 10 CTUs
said in a after

Nirmala Sitharaman

private players. We asked
them for an increase in the
threshold of Provident
Fund and State Insurance
aversee for employees a1
well as o extend the
for the benehit of the infor-
mal economy workforce

workers steadily to make

the stautory schemes in-

clusive,” said AITU

ol etrccary Amarject Kar.
o EMS wanted Centre to

fund-

the meeting they demand-
ed the Centre address the
unemployment issue, Gl
up sanctioned vacant posts
m PSUs and government

will likely
continue in the near fu-
ture. easing of input
price inflation in _the
month also supported bu-
siness r said

walisation of jobs, increase
in the number of days un-
der 10200 with

ing for unnrganlsed sector

MARKETS

MARKET wWaATCH

“Ensure funding for dif
ferent Industrial® boards
Iike the beedi workers wel-
fare board. contract labour
board, e were ear-
ler (efore the CST re.

HSBC economist Ines Lam.
M. Las Wlan- poleucl

out the contr;
vices index re

poﬂ staffers” hiring.
While international or-
dors_contimied 1w rise,

down in the

a wage increase to 2600
per day and launch of a

w urban employment
guarantee

ing industry.~ The stroy
services performance, in

Rollback
“We demanded the Centre
to rollback the poﬂr_bes of

Iike beedi, agri-
culture, and fisheries,” the

They also asked the FM
1o raise the minimum pen-
sion for PF pensioners
from 21,000 to 25,000 as &
first step and then get 50%

Rohatgl, appearing for Meta, sought an urgel the pace at which they ir growth retreated toa  fact, lifted the growth inag- | privatisation, st of minimum wages noti-
hearing in the matter mmldenns the importance charges for custom- lhm month low. Moreov- gregate output levels of ment and sale of PSUs and fied and link it to variable
and nature of the matter. ers, after raising prices at  er, despite the improved industry. government services to deamess
+ . . . A
Inflation likely cooled a tad in December | RElissues | Pernod pushed
credit details | TE€tailers to promote
(23%) and soya oll (16.2%), Seasons.
~Ew DELII 25 per ihe banks prics == spies were par- | Of customers | brand: document

India's retail inflation likely
eased a bit from Novem-
ber’s 5.5% mark amid a

vegetarian
and non-vegetarian meals
rose 6% and 12% compared
o last year.

As per Crisil's monthly
food plate tracker, month-
on-month, getarian
meal’s cost eased 3% in De-
cember, alded by a 12% se-
quential drop in tomato
and onion prices, while a

eal’s

0 a surge in brnller er prices.
Co
2025, et month sew &

Sticky wicket: Edible oll prices contnued to harden, led by

sunflowes oil (up 23 8%
over 52%. Onions become
1.2% cheaper, as per the
Bank of Baroda (BoB) Es-
sential C: odities ndex
that tracks 20 food items.
The rose 5.4% in De-

) and mustard oil (23%]. REUTERS

Gupta, an economist at
BoB, estimated that Con
sumer Price lnnnllnn mod-
erated to 5% in December.
Edible oil prsces conti-
nued to harden in Decem-

ofthe com-

nuing to record an year-on-

5%)

while Gram Dal prices rose
12.6%.

Auributing a bulk of the
6% rise in vegetarian meal
costs to pricier tomatoes
and potatoes, Crisil's Roti
Rice eport for Dec T
said this was fuelled furth-
grby 2 16% jump In vegeta-
ble ofl prices due to the im-
port duty hike, coupled

The
dally offset by an 11% on-

e 2 kg LPG cy-
linder it Delhi from €008
last year), the Crisil Market
Intelligence and Analytics
report noted.

The 12% Increase in non-
vegetarian meal costs was
driven by an estimated
in the price of a

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

‘The RBI on Monday came
out with a master direction

tons on reporting credit

20% spurt
broiler, that
bout 5 the cost.
The sharp surge in broil-
er prices was triggered by a

season d, along
with an elevated feed cost,

Credit information com-
panies (CICs) will have to
send alerts through SMS/

“Th,

by CICs only when

enquiry reflects n the CIR
the customer;” said the

Saster irection 4 Rt

22.4% rise in tomato prices  cember compared with  ber, led by sitlower G - yeith higher demand dur-  exacerbated the woes,” | (Credit Information Re-
while potato prices rose  5.5% in November. Aditi (up 23.8%), mustard oil ingthe festive and wedding  Crisil analysts reckoned. porting) Directions, 2025.
fggﬁ‘o?n"és Construction sector | With $650 mn war chest,
amiduvpy | growth to hit 3-year | Accel eyes Al consumer,
concerns low in FY25: ICRA fintech, industry start-ups

Eresh order inflows
e A Bscre medestin Al NEW DELHL raised a $650 ".,ﬁio.'f emht and SLAMs (arge hn;.:;:

Frontline stock market in-
dices on Monday plunged
more than 1.5% owing to

howk of faciors. Inchading

‘The S&P BSE Sensex fell
1258 polnes, or 1L39%, 10
The te nsex los-

ers In( d Tata Steel
(4.41%), NTPC C ),
Adani ts (3.04%), and

Zomato (2.95%).
o
x

Credit rating agency ICRA
has reduced its revenue
owth

was due to the imposition
of the model code of con-
duct In Q1 FY25 and an
elongated mo: pe-

ong » with milestone-

based  billing _(against
monthly bl[llng wll March
2024) in Q2 FY25 which im-

EX2S due to the
impact of elections

and monsoons

pacted construction activi-

ty (primarlly for road

players). Suprio Banerjee,

vice pres and co’
h

due to the ln\pal:l of the

up from Q2 FY25, the order
inflows in FY25 are likely to
those seen In FY24."

Global vencure capleal irm
Accel

$650 million early-stage
fund to next gener-
ation of category defining
startps in the focus sec-
tors of artificial

stage fund dedicated to
supporting bold founders

ilx:' the company M
Accel said its latest fund
~ cighth in n
Southeast Asla
its camm-nnm w© p.lnne{

rge IT services capabili-
ok provide betrer auto-
mation offerings) and verti-
cal Al (start-ups taking

{AD, consumer, fintech and
manufac

Accel is the first institu-

ing wis 1
pr- Aot iy d.lsr\lp
tve,  cat fining
businesses

that  create

Al talent
pool to integrate Al in verts

Reuters

NEW DELHI

indian antitrust investiga-
tors raided Pernod Ricard's

office in December after

its whisky brand and ig-
nore a rival’s, according to
nt document

not sell Radico's brand, but
investigators have found
Pernod was behind the ar-

po
of India (CCI) officers. The
case was triggered by a
2022 complaint by rival
Khaitan, which ac-

the raids are the latest reg-
ulatory and legal challenge
for Pernod in India, its big-
gest market globally by vob
ume. Pernod is contesting
2 $250 million India tax de-
mand for allegedly under-
valuing imports and also
faces an Investigation into
violations of New Delhi ci-
ty's liquor policy.
Pernod,

brands such as
gal, told Reuters in a state-
ment that it complies with
indian laws and was not

maker  of
Re-

the govern-
ment shows.
“Facilitate, 3
Ahead of the

ng to the document

demllms micial findings of
investigation unic.
Pernod also made in-

centive payments to retail-
ers to promote its brand
via an agent, a local mar-

“Incentive to recail licen-
sees were being paid by
Pernod .. through
agent’ said the

The €A1 did not

aware of any
document detailing the an-
titrust invest

“We are confident that
we will demonstrate our

good faith and compliance
through the ongoing inves-
it said.

pact.
Sectors in focus for this

Company and Zetwerk.
“Accel, a leading global
venture capital firm, today

On Accel's radar will be
plarforms enabling enter-
prise Al use cases using

wing
r economy globally,
Hidta's GO e coples 1s
projected to rise by
from $2,700 in 2024 to
$4,300 by 2029.

missions had relied on an
undated and unsigned bu-
siness agreement that pro-
mised some retallers “spe-
cial dlsmums" if they did

collusion cases confiden-
tial. The investigation may
take several months to
complete and Pernod can
challenge its findings.
Separately, in New Del

hi, federal investigators a
cused Pernod offering fi-
nancial support to retailers
in exchange for ensuring
35% of stock in their shops
is Pernod's.

Ppernod's 202324 India
sales were $3.1 billion.




Announce 8th Pay
Commission soon,
trade unions tell FM

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Ten Central Trade Unions
(CTUs) in the Opposition
camp and the Sangh Pari-
var-backed Bharatiya Maz-
door Sangh (BMS) have de-
manded the Centre
constitute the eighth Pay
Commission immediately.

The trade unions made
the demand at a pre-Bud-
get discussion with Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman here.

Senior BMS leader Pa-
wan Kumar said they also
demanded wage negotia-
tions in public sector un-
dertakings (PSUs) must be-
gin  immediately and
income threshold for in-
come tax raised to 10 lakh
with existing exemptions.

“Pensioners must be
made exempt from paying
income tax on pensions,”
as per BMS memorandum.

The platform of 10 CTUs
said in a statement after
the meeting they demand-
ed the Centre address the
unemployment issue, fill
up sanctioned vacant posts
in PSUs and government
departments, lift the ban
on creating new posts, end
outsourcing and contrac-
tualisation of jobs, increase
in the number of days un-
der MGNREGA to 200 with
a wage increase to 3600
per day and launch of a
new urban employment
guarantee policy.

Rollback privatisation

“We demanded the Centre
to rollback the policies of
privatisation,  disinvest-
ment and sale of PSUs and
government services to

Nirmala Sitharaman

private players. We asked
them for an increase in the
threshold of Provident
Fund and State Insurance
coverage for employees as
well as to extend the cover
for the benefit of the infor-
mal economy workforce
including gig/app-based
workers and domestic
workers steadily to make
the statutory schemes in-
clusive,” said AITUC gener-
al secretary Amarjeet Kaur.

BMS wanted Centre to
ensure appropriate fund-
ing for unorganised sector
social security boards.

“Ensure funding for dif-
ferent industrial boards
like the beedi workers wel-
fare board, contract labour
board, etc. which were ear-
lier (before the GST re-
gime) funded via cess. Pro-
vide special packages for
labour-intensive  sectors
like plantation, beedi, agri-
culture, and fisheries,” the
BMS demanded.

They also asked the FM
to raise the minimum pen-
sion for PF pensioners
from 31,000 to 35,000 as a
first step and then get 50%
of minimum wages noti-
fied and link it to variable
dearness allowance.



Trade Unions Demand 8th Pay Commission and Key Economic Reforms

Overview:

Ten Central Trade Unions (CTUs) and the Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS) urged Finance

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman to announce the 8th Pay Commission immediately during
pre-Budget discussions.

& $elg ¢35 AT (CTUs) I AR Hslgl HY (BMS) A hald faa &

T?I?flT»lTFﬁ?IRTIUT@ch‘Ndc AT & SR Rd 8d Adal AT I TNV FIA
T AT |




e  Key Demands:

Constitution of the 8th Pay Commission:

e Immediate establishment of the commission to revise wages for government
employees.

o TIHNT FHAAMRIT & Al FAEA & fIT A 8 dclel AT T IS Toha
ST

e INncome Tax Reforms:

e Raise the income tax exemption threshold to X10 lakh and exempt pensioners from
paying tax on pensions.

o IR P HAT A L0 TY Toh oo I TRAATNAT A1 9AqT W T & o
gl &I AT




1. Wage Revision:

1. Initiate wage negotiations in Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) and revise wages
under MGNREGA to X600 per day with 200 workdays annually.

2. GIaSilaieh &9 & 3UHHAT (PSUs) H ddel dTdT Y& Y 3R AR & dgd
A T 2600 TiAfesT 3R FH & &t I 200 T Fgr T AT

2. Privatisation Rollback:

1. Revoke privatisation policies, disinvestment, and outsourcing of government
services.

z.%ﬁ@wﬁﬁﬁﬁ, e 3R IR A9t & 3M3eqIfder & aug
ST




Demands for the Informal Sector:

Social Security for Gig and Domestic Workers:

e Extend Provident Fund (PF) and State Insurance benefits to gig/app-based and domestic workers.

o TRIRY-3menRa 31X oo AR 1 diasT AR 3R Uo7 AT o &1 aedR fhar S|

ammm | Oector-Specific Funds:

e Ensure funding for labour-intensive sectors like agriculture, fisheries, and beedi workers.

* B, ACET UTelel 3R ST ATHN S HA-TUT &5 & TIT o glakad fhar sl

— Minimum Pension Revision:

e Raise minimum pension for PF subscribers from 1,000 to 5,000 and link minimum wages to inflation.
o HiasT AT dRAMAAT T sPeTcdd YA 1,000 F 5,000 Ak §6T5 ST I FAAH dcleT &l
HAGIS & ST ST|




Proposals to Address Unemployment:

e Fill vacant posts in PSUs and government departments, lift
the hiring freeze, and create new positions.

o gidoliaieh &1 3R TIPRT THREN H d@rell 9ef &r
$RT ST, AT 9T o9 YA« &l gerlr v 33K AT
ye, giad e S|

Urban Employment Guarantee:

e |ntroduce an urban employment guarantee scheme
similar to MGNREGA.

o HAWM I ol W A VSR IRE Aretall Y& A
ST




Historical Context:

e Pay Commissions have been pivotal in revising government wages
since the first Pay Commission in 1946.

o Al 3TN 1946 ¥ TIFNT dcdeT HRMET HT Hca ol
feear @ €

Economic Implications:

e Meeting these demands could increase fiscal strain but enhance
workers’ purchasing power.

* 51 AWM I QT A H TSN Gad §¢ Hehell g, elfehs]
HTAH 1 HF AfFT A FUR gram|

Political Impact:

e The demands highlight discontent with privatisation and labour
reforms, which could influence electoral dynamics.

o AMET fASHHROT 3R 4F FURT § AT H 3ER FcAT 8,
ST AT FHEOT H gHfIT F Tl ¢




Key Details of Pay Commission

Aspect

Definition

Purpose

Constitution

Applicability

Recommendations

Implementation

Frequency

Details

A government-appointed body tasked with revising the pay structure of central

government employees and defense personnel.

To align government salaries with economic realities, inflation, and ensure parity

with private sector wages.

Constituted every 10 years by the Central Government. The commission includes

economists, bureaucrats, and experts in finance.

Covers Central Government employees, including all ministries, departments,

defense forces, and autonomous bodies under the government.

Includes revisions in basic pay, allowances (HRA, DA, etc.), pensions, and salary
structures.

Recommendations are reviewed by the Cabinet before final approval and
implementation. The decisions are binding for the central government and may

serve as guidelines for states.

Typically constituted once every 10 years, though the timing may vary based on

government priorities.




Working of Pay Commission

Step

1. Formation

2. Data Collection

3. Consultation

4. Recommendations
Draft

5. Submission to

Government

6. Implementation

Details

The government appoints the Pay Commission, usually consisting of a

chairman, members, and a secretary.

The commission collects data on existing salary structures, allowances,

economic conditions, and inflation.

Consultations are held with employee unions, economists, ministries, and

other stakeholders to address grievances and suggestions.

A draft report is prepared with proposed changes in pay scales, allowances,

and pensions.

The report is submitted to the Finance Ministry and reviewed by the Union

Cabinet for approval.

Approved recommendations are implemented, often retrospectively from a

specific date.




Important Pay Commissions in India

Pay

Commission

1st (1946)

4th (1983)

6th (2006)

7th (2016)

8th
(Proposed)

Year
Established

1946

2024
(Expected)

Key Recommendations/Changes

Set the foundation for government salary structures after

independence.
Introduced the concept of time-bound promotions.

Introduced Grade Pay system, major hikes in salary, and significant

increase in allowances.

Abolished the Grade Pay system, introduced Pay Matrix, and

increased the minimum basic pay to 218,000/month.

Anticipated to address salary parity, gig workers' inclusion, and

rationalization of allowances.
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Spanish language trans musical EMING Perez — won top honours at
Globes.

ar epic The Srutafist and Jacques Audiard's

3 n for 8
Corbet and Best Actor for Adrien Brody. £milia Pérez won best film,

rady

comedy or musical along with three more awards, A

LONDON
Starmer defends record over child
sex gangs after Musk criticism

RELTERS.

WASHINGCTON
Venezuela opposition seeks Army

backi leader to meet Biden

MOSCOW

Russia claims to have captured
industrial town of Kurakhove

REUTERS

n
Russia said its forces had captured the “important logistics hub” of

~
Meir Starmer i work 2 B leader Urrutia calied on
Monday, rebssing t menton U.S. bilionaire Elon Musk by name but | Sunday for them ¥ L

addressing his criticism that. long before he became Prime Mirister, = Prrs-denl
o Pt ] b preciocast g s smaeally afeenst gits. St | Micotas beachire pawer. He

also slammed those spreacing lies and misinformation”, SEUTERS

the
U5, il o several Latin American mations as president it

eastern Ukraine a key advance after
months of steady gains. The industrial town of Kurakhove, which
had 3 pre-conflict poputation of around 22,000 people, is located
NExt 10 @ reservoir and is NOM= Lo 3 Power STATon. A=

Attack on bus carrying Israelis in
occupied West Bank Kills 3 persons

Two women in their 60s and man in his 40s killed in the sl

with murderers’: at least 838 Palestinians have been Killed by Israeli fire in the West Bank since the start of Gaza war

TEL AVIV

unmen opened fire
on a bus carrying
Israelis in the cocu-
pied West Bank on Mon-

2023, attack out of Gaza ig-
nited the ongoing war
there.

The attack occurred in
the Palestinian village of al-
Fundug. on one of the
main east-west roads cross-
Ing the cerritory. tmrachs
Magen D: m rescue
service said two women in
their 60s and a man in his
40s were killed, and the

rled out scores of shooting,
stabbing and

Out of the bia.

atracks against Israelis in
recent years. lsracl has
amched near-nightly mili-
tary rmds across the terri-
tory that frequently trigser
gunbarle with militants.
There been a
rise in attacks on P
estinians by Israeli settlers,
leading the U.S. to impose
sanctions.
The Health

srach soldkers ot the site of the shooting attack in
the village of Al-Funduq In West Bank on Monday. GETTY MAGES

incident: Israeli ¥

Besiamin etanyahu

e 1o “reachs the des.
picable murderers- behind
Monday's attack and “set-
accounts with them and
with everyone who assist-
ed them. No one will be
spared.”

Hamas’s praise
Hamas praised the attack
in a statement but did not
claim for it.

Netanyahu vows to ‘settle accounts

sEouL

Impeached South Korean
Président Yoon Suk veo

i well over 100 settle- aded arrest after a war-
ments across the territory, | rant’s M v deadline
ranging from small hilliop | passed, but anti-graft in-

vestigators asked for more
resemble | tme to enforce his
detention.

Most of the international The former star prosec-
communky considers the | utor has defianily refimed
sectlements illegal. a three 5 ov-

Meanwhile, the war in | er a bungled martial law

Gaza is r: with no end
in sight, though there has
been recent

tsrael captured the West
Bank, Gaza and east Jeru-
salem in the 1967 West
Asian war, and the Palesti-
nians want all three territo-
ries for thefr future state.
Some 3 million Palesti-

Minisry says at least 838
Palestinians hav en
Lilled by Israelli £ hre i the
West Bank s e start
of the war In Gaza. Most under  seemingly  open
appear to have been mill-  ended Israeli military rule,
tants killed in bartles with  with the internationally re-
tsraeli roops, but the dead  cognised Palestinian Auth-
also include pantsin  ority administering popu-

violent protests and civi- lation centers.
Over 500,000 seulers
Tive

ders.
isracli Prime Minister  with lsraeli

progress in long-running

S. Korea’s Yoon avoids arrest
by deadline, extension sought

Spetetecy ofinip i SolihWieassi possiclasit Yoo Suk Yol
take out a rally near his residence in Seoul an Monday. AR

for defendant Yoon,” the was “verylow™.

Corruption  Investigation Officials have sought

Office (CIO) said in a state-  more time and help be-
" the _difficulti

ment late Monday.

~Details ng the
validity period cannot be
disclosed ™

they have faced, including
being met by hundreds of
security forces when

za, according to local xlned for support from the entered Yoon's preslden~
he; . who say force  No yet tial compound on Friday.
women and children make | would help and may arrest  The court has not an- “We will consider the

up more than half of those
kified. They do notsay how

anyone shielding the fm-
peached Nr. Yoon.

many of the dead were mil- “The Joint Investigation
tants. The Lsacll mnlnazy Headquarters today refiled
says it has killed a warrant with the Seoul

17,000 ﬁghlers, Without | Western District Gours to

extend the arrest warrant

nounced its decision on
the new warrant request
but CIO depury director
Lee Jae-seung told repor-
ters before it was filed ¢

the likelihood for the mun
not to grant an

option of arresting any per
Sonnel from the Presiden-
tial Security Service during

ficial said on Monday, on
of o

Bangladesh ICT puts
out second warrant
against ex-PM Hasina

DHAKA

The warrant pertains
to the case filed over
the

s
Criminal Tribunal ACT) on

in incidents of enforced
ppearances.

This was the second ar-
rest warrant by the ICT
against Ms. Hasina, who
fled to india after her Awa-

protests in August last year.
The tribunal has so far
recorded three cases

r.

“Justice Md Golam Mor-
tuza Mojumdar, chairman
of the tribunal, issued the
arrest warrant after hear-

a prosecution plea,” an
ICT offictal sasd.

February deadline
The 1G of Police was or-

forced dlssppearances of
several hun. le.

smong thoss named in the
. While Mr. Siddigue is
Currentdy under custody,
At Arzmed Mo Betfevedt o
be on

1 Chief _prosecutor
Mohammad Tajul Islam
cm

of

people

did not disclose the names
of most of the accused “in
the interest of investiga-
tions and their arrest”.

He. however, said if the
investigation report
not be submitted by then,

‘President’s pie”

Prench Preskdent Emnanust Mscron cuts the Ep-phany calea aftor his speech © the Franch Bakary and Pactry Fedarstion membaers duing
Epipharry

ariz on Monday. 4

The chief prosecutor al-
leged that those mvolved in
carrying out these disap-
pearances were rewarded.
He added that agencles like
the elite anti-crime Rapid
Action Battalion (RAB), the
police’s Detective Branch
(DB), the Counter Terro-
rism Transnational
Crime (CTTC) unit, and the
Dreciorme. Cenetnl. of
Forces Intelligence (DG!
e fs froquendy wed
for the purpose.

Last month, D
sally

tradition febm tndia. While

New Delhi

d targets in Pakika
sina’s ex- | after days of sk s
between Pakistani forces
and ds.

India ‘unequivocally condemns’
Pakistani bombing of Afghan targets

NEW DELHI

India on Monday “unequi-
vocally condemned” the
latest Pakistand airstrike on
targets inside Afghanistan.
India‘s remarks came

the receipt of the letter, it

genocide  and
against humanity commit-
ted during the July-August
uprising.

protests an
p

guar
“We have noted the me-
dia reports on airstrikes on
Afghan civilians, including
women and children, in
which several precious
lives have been lost. We un-
equivocally condemn any
m innocent civi-

lians. It is an old practice of
Pakistan to blame its neigh-

bours for its own internal
failures. We have also not-
ed the response of an Af-
ghan spokesperson in this
regard,” Official Spokes-
person of the Ministry of

20 areas In Afghanistan's Barmal on December 24
and 25 that led to the killing of 3t least 45 pecple. are

ople. Following the at-
tacks, the Taliban regime’s
Defence Ministry  said,

“The Islamic Emirate con-
siders this brutal bombing
a violation of international
principles and a clear act
of aggression "

tan and Pakis-
tan troops have clashed
along the Durand Line
near Pakika for

were
aimed at assets of the Teh-
reckeTaliban Pakistan. a

ted terror group in
External Affairs sasd. Pakistan. Islamabad has in
Pakistan Air Force jets

bed targecs In Barmal  carrying out  attacks
districe of P: cem-  against military bases,
ber 24 and 25 that led to  schools and other civilian
the killing of at least 46 pe-  targets.

Russia is ‘guilty” over
downed Azerbaijan
plane, says Aliyev

BAX

rbaijan’s President sasd

~
==

Embraer 190 jet crash-

Tham Aliyew

sia’s “concealment” of the

southern Russtan city of
Grozny. “cause  us

Moscow has admitted is
air defences were opera-
donal in the area at the
time, which it said was un-
der suack from Ukrainian

Jjustifiable

Initial statements by
Russia’s air transport agen-
g that the plane had been

kussla.n President Viadi-

oc-
curred in his country’s air
space but has not respond-
ed to claims the plane was
hit by Russian weay
“The guilt for the death
f Azerbaijani citizens lies
with representatives of the
Russian Federation,” Azer-
basjani President flham Ali-
yev said on Monday, ac-

Zording to a statement  stralght away.” Mr. Allyev
blished by his office. Mr.

Aliyev was meeting surviv- He also questioned why

Ing crew and family mem-  the plane was y

bers of crew who @ied In dreds of kEometres (miles)

the incident. across the Caspian Sea to
The Azerbaljani leades, the Kazakh city of Akrau

who is clase to Mr. Putin,  for an emergency landing.
bas issted rare ferce critl-  ~Why t was directed to Ak-
cism of Moscow over the tau, forma-
crash, demanding an Hon~ Mr. Alivev said.
ogy. admission of guilt and Azerbaijan says preli-
the punishment of those  minary results of ts inves-
el responsle for the  tgation show the. plane
“eriminal® shooting of the  was hit accidentally by
plane._ Russian
©On Monday he said Rus-  missile.

ok, dafin

Amx




BEVERLY HILLS

The Brutalist and Emilia Perez
triumph at 82nd Golden Globes

h

Brady Corbet's postwar epic The Brutalist and Jacques Audiard's
Spanish language trans musical Emilia Perez — won top honours at
the 82nd Golden Globes. The Brutalist won Best Director for Brady
Corbet and Best Actor for Adrien Brody. Emilia Pérez won best film,
comedy or musical along with three more awards. Ap



T 1R IRFIRAN PUUI-\J'

Date January 5, 2025
Hosted by Nikki Glaser
Highlights
Best Film: Drama The Brutalist
Best Film: Musical or Emilia Pérez
Comedy
Best Drama Series Shogun
Best Musical or Comedy Hacks
Series
Best Miniseries or Baby Reindeer
Television movie
Most awards Film: Emilia Pérez
(4)
TV: Shogun (4)
Most nominations Film: Emilia Pérez
(10)

TV: The Bear (5)
Television coverage

Network CBS
Paramount+
(streaming)

Golden Globe Awards
Current: 82nd Golden Globe Awards

GOLDEN
GLOBES

Golden Globe Award logo (as of 2024)

Awarded for Excellence in international film
and television

Country United States

Presented by Hollywood Foreign
Correspondents Association
(1943-1954)
Foreign Correspondents of
Hollywood (1951-1954)
Hollywood Foreign Press
Association (1955-2023)
Golden Globe Foundation

(since 2024)

First awarded January 20, 1944; 80 years
ago

Website goldenglobes.com 2

Television/radio coverage

Network KTTV (1960—1964)
NBC (1965-1968, 1978,
1996-2021, 2023)
CBS (1981-1982; since 2024)
Syndicated (1983—-1988)
TBS (1989-1995)
Peacock (2023)
Paramount+ (since 2024)

= —



Pravasi Bharatiya Divas



* The 18th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PBD) Convention, the largest
gathering of the Indian diaspora,
will be held in Bhubaneswar,
Odisha, from January 8 to 10, 2025.

|~
O
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Observed annually on January 9, marking Mahatma
Gandhi’s return from South Africa in

Started in: First celebrated in 2003 and revised to a
biennial event in 2015.

Ministry: Organized by the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).




Aim: To strengthen engagement with the Indian diaspora and
celebrate their achievements globally.

2025 Host City: Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

Theme 2025: “Diaspora’s Contribution to a Viksit

Bharat”, emphasizing the diaspora’s role in building a developed
India.




Day Year Venue State
1st | 2003 | New Delhi Delhi

2nd | 2004 | New Delhi Delhi

3rd | 2005 | Mumbai Maharashtra
4th | 2006 | Hyderabad Telangana
5th | 2007 | New Delhi Delhi

6th | 2008 | New Delhi Delhi

7th | 2009 | Chennai Tamil Nadu
8th | 2010 | New Delhi Delhi

9th | 2011 | New Delhi Delhi

10th | 2012 | Jaipur Rajasthan
11th | 2013 | Kochi Kerala

12th | 2014 | New Delhi Delhi

13th | 2015 | Gandhinagar | Gujarat

14th | 2017 | Bengaluru Karnataka
15th | 2019 | Varanasi Uttar Pradesh
16th | 2021 | VIRTUAL Delhi [2] 2
17th | 2023 | Indore Madhya Pradesh
18th | 2025 | Bhubaneswar | Odisha




Jammu Railway
Division




* Prime Minister will inaugurate the
newly established Jammu Railway
Division, fulfilling a long-standing
demand for better rail
management in India’s
northernmost region.




About Railway Division:

What it is: A railway division is an administrative unit under Indian Railways,

managing operations, maintenance, and infrastructure within its jurisdiction.

Organizational Hierarchy:

* Indian Railways has 19 zones (including Metro Railway, Kolkata) and 70 divisions.

e Each zone is led by a General Manager (GM), while each division is headed by a Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM).



* Jammu Railway Division:

e Zone: Jammu Division falls under the Northern Railway Zone, previously managed by the
Firozpur Division.

* Significance:

1. Enhanced Connectivity: Will oversee iconic projects like the Anji Khad Bridge (India’s first
cable-stayed rail bridge) and the Chenab Rail Bridge (world’s highest railway arch).

2. USBRL Project: Manages the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Railway Link, critical for
connecting Kashmir to the rest of India.

3. Strategic Importance: Boosts regional development, accessibility, and tourism in Jammu
and Kashmir.

4. Modern Infrastructure: Equipped with hi-tech facilities leveraging IT for efficient rail
operations.




358th Birth Anniversary of
Guru Gobind Singh







* Guru Gobind Singh was born on Paush Shukla Saptami in 1666 in
Patna Sahib, Bihar.

* He was the son of Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Sikh Guru, who was
martyred by Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb.

 He became the tenth and final Guru of the Sikhs at the age of 9 after his
father’s death.

 He Passed away in 1708 at the age of 41 following a battle with
Mughal forces.



* Role in Shaping Sikhism and Its Principles

* He founded the Khalsa Panth in 1699 to create a spiritual and martial
community.

* The Khalsa identity is marked by five articles of faith: Kesh, Kara, Kanga,
Kachera, and Kirpan.

 Sikh Literature: He was a poet, philosopher, and spiritual leader



He composed the Dasam Granth, a collection
of hymns and poetry which covers topics of
spirituality, ethics, and warfare.

He also compiled the Zafarnama, a letter to
Emperor Aurangzeb, which is a unique blend
of courage, philosophy, and dignity.



* Promotion of Equality and
Unity: He advocated for the
dismantling of caste and societal
barriers. He also promoted the
concept of Sarbat da Bhala
(welfare for all), highlighting
service to humanity as a key tenet
of spiritual progress.




CSIR Paracetamol
Technology




e Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh has announced that the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) has developed an indigenous
paracetamol drug, which would help reduce India’s dependence on
imported raw materials.

 Paracetamol:

* Paracetamol, chemically known as N-acetyl-para-aminophenol, is
widely used for pain relief and fever reduction.



* In the United States and Japan, it is
called acetaminophen (derived
from its chemical structure), while
most other countries, including
India, use the
name “paracetamol.”

* It works by inhibiting
prostaglandins, which amplify pain,
and targets the hypothalamus for
fever reduction.




* Risk and Threats: Paracetamol
poisoning quietly causes thousands
of deaths globally, with over 60,000
emergency visits and more than
500 deaths annually in the U.S.
alone.

* The issue is underreported,
especially in Asia, South America,
and Africa, and is rarely discussed
despite its scale.
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* Recently, SBI’'s economic research department (ERD) released a report
on Rural Poverty.

* About Research: Findings

* India’s poverty rate has dropped significantly from 22% in 2011-12 to
below 5% in 2023-24, with minimal extreme poverty.

* Rural poverty fell from 25.7% in 2011-12 to 4.86% in 2023-24, and urban
poverty decreased from 4.6% in 2022-23 to 4.09% in 2023-24.



* Threshold: The report sets the new
poverty line for FY24 at Rs 1,632
for rural areas and Rs 1,944 for
urban areas, adjusted for inflation
and the imputation factor.

e Suresh Tendulkar’s poverty
line (estimated in 2011-12) was Rs
816 for rural areas and Rs 1,000 for
urban areas.

o €
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* Urban-Rural Consumption Disparity: The gap in monthly per capita
expenditure (MPCE) between rural and urban areas decreased to 70%

in 2023-24 from 84% in 2011-12, reflecting sustained rural
consumption growth.

* Impact of Inflation and Consumption: Rising inflation led to lower

overall consumption, with a more pronounced effect in rural, low-
Income states.

* Middle-income states helped sustain consumption demand.



ISRO’s CROPS
Experiment




* A batch of cowpea seeds which were
taken into orbit by an Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) mission
has unveiled their first leaves.

 About

* CROPS payload: The space agency
sent eight cowpea seeds as part of the
Compact Research Module for Orbital

Plant Studies (CROPS) experiment. . |



e Aim: It is conducted by the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) to
study plant growth in microgravity conditions.

* CROPS is part of a larger initiative to evolve ISRO’s capabilities in
sustaining flora in extraterrestrial environments, with future phases
expected to focus on longer-term plant growth in space.



World Braille Day
2025




* January 4 is marked as World Braille Day.
* About

 Established: The day was adopted in 2018 by the United Nations
General Assembly.

* The day is a tribute to Louis Braille who was born on January 04
1809, the visionary behind the braille system.



Louis Braille

who invented a system
of reading and writing for
visually impaired people was
born on 4 January 1809

Braille used a system of raised dots to represent
alphabets, words & numbers




Due to an eye injury he was left completely blind at the age of 3.

Braille System: It is used by both blind and partially sighted people worldwide to
read books and periodicals.

e |t was accepted by the Institute in Paris in 1854.

Significance:

e Braille is used in nearly every language worldwide.

e It is not only a means of communication but also a bridge to education, employment, and social
inclusion for people who are blind or visually impaired.






* In Ms. X vs State of Karnataka Case, 2024, the Karnataka High Court
(HC) held transgender people can change their name and gender on
birth certificates.

* Changing the name and gender on birth certificates of transgenders
is explicitly permitted under the Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act, 2019 and Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)
Rules, 2020.



What are the Key Facts of the Ms. X vs State of Karnataka
Case, 20247

Background: The petitioner was diagnosed with gender
dysphoria and she underwent sex-reassignment surgery
and legally changed her name and gender identity on her

Aadhaar card, driving license, and passport.



However, her request to change the gender and
name on her birth certificate was rejected.

Gender dysphoria refers to psychological
distress that occurs when a person's sex assigned
at birth does not match his gender identity.



Legal Objection: Section 15 of the Registration of Births and Deaths
Act, 1969 permits changes to birth certificates only if the
information is erroneous or was entered fraudulently or incorrectly.

Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 governs the granting of
birth and death certificates.




Violation of Fundamental Rights:

The petitioner argued that the restrictive nature of Section 15 of Registration

of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 violated her right to life with dignity under
Article 21 of the Indian Constitution.

She also claimed that documents showing different identities create a dual
identity, leading to potential harassment and discrimination.




* Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019: It
states that transgender people can be issued a “certificate of
identity” as proof of their identity (Section 6) which can be
revised if they choose to opt for a sex-reassignment surgery
(Section 7).

* The law explicitly says the gender of a transgender person “shall be
recorded in all official documents” per this certificate.



In India, Legal Services Authorities provide free legal services to which of the following type of

citizens?(2020)

Person with an annual income of less than Rs 1,00,000

Transgender with an annual income of less than Rs 2,00,000

Member of Other Backward Classes (OBC) with an annual income of less thanRs “3,00,000

All Senior Citizens

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 and 4 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1 and 4 only






* Recently, Uttarakhand has launched the Winter Char Dham circuit to
promote year-round tourism and attract visitors to the state during
the off-season winter months.

* Char Dham shrines (4 revered shrines) are four holy sites i.e.,
Yamunotri, Gangotri, Kedarnath and Badrinath and are located in the
Garhwal Himalayas. They are traditionally visited between May and
November.



/' Yamunotri
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* During the winter months, the presiding deities of these
temples are brought to shrines at lower altitudes at:

« Kedarnath: Omkareshwar Temple in Ukhimath (Rudraprayag)
« Badrinath: Pandukeshwar in Chamoli.
« Gangotri: Mukhba in Uttarkashi

« Yamunotri: Kharsali in Uttarkashi



e Adi Shankaracharya (exponent of the
Advaita Vedanta) established the Char
Dhams in four different directions of the

country which include Badrinath, Puri,
Dwarka and Rameshwaram.




Yamunotri, Gangotri, Kedarnath, and Badrinath: A Comparison

Aspect

Location

River
Associated

Significance

Altitude

Key Temple

Presiding Deity

Best Time to
Visit

Accessibility

Unique Features

Opening/Closing
Dates

Yamunotri

Uttarkashi district,
Uttarakhand

Yamuna River

Origin of Yamuna,
first stop of Char
Dham

3,293 meters
(10,804 ft)

Yamunotri Temple

Goddess Yamuna

May to June,
September to
October

6 km trek from
Janki Chatti

Hot water springs
at Janki Chatti

April/May to
October/November

(seasonal)

Gangotri

Uttarkashi district,
Uttarakhand

Ganga River

Origin of Ganga,
second stop of
Char Dham

3,415 meters
(11,204 ft)

Gangotri Temple

Goddess Ganga

May to June,
September to
October

Accessible by road

to Gangotri town

Surrounded by
majestic
Himalayan peaks
April/May to
October/November

(seasonal)

Kedarnath

Rudraprayag
district,

Uttarakhand

Mandakini River

One of the 12
Jyotirlingas, part
of Char Dham

3,583 meters
(11,755 ft)

Kedarnath Temple

Lord Shiva

May to June,
September to
October

18 km trek from
Gaurikund or via

helicopter

Famous for Panch
Kedar and trekking

routes

April/May to
October/November

(seasonal)

Badrinath

Chamoli district,

Uttarakhand

Alaknanda River

Dedicated to Lord
Vishnu, part of
Char Dham

3,300 meters
(10,827 ft)

Badrinath Temple

Lord Vishnu (Badri
Vishal)

May to June,
September to
October

Accessible by road

Known for the Tapt
Kund (hot spring)

and Mana village

April/May to
October/November

(seasonal)
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* 1. What is the significance of World Braille Day, celebrated on January

47
4 FTadl Y AAC S g AT g Qaw +1 #Agea F41 872
* A. Tribute to Helen Keller / glsT FelX &l &Iﬁﬁnﬁﬁ'
B. Commemorates Louis Braille's contributions / ?‘I? sof & Il

&I 1§ FIAT
C. Promotes technology for the visually impaired / ﬁ'al?l?-l’f & fav

gleA T HI T1aT AT
D. Celebrates global literacy programs/ﬁﬁaﬂ? HIEAT FIRAGBAT FT

3cdd



* Who has the right to change their name and gender on birth
certificates, as upheld in the Ms. X vs State of Karnataka case, 20247
Ms. X IATH TS Shellceh ATHA, 2024 H, SleH JHOT 94 T

ATH 3T fORT ggaa &1 ™R d g7

« A. Women only / &hael ATE T3 &Y

B. Transgender individuals / SIASIST cATFAAT
C. Men only / e JSST &I

D. All individuals / ¥ =af@aat #\




* Which newly inaugurated railway division is expected to boost
connectivity in northern India?

hiel AT gl &1 H 3c™Ice TohdT 31T Jeld 3ol 3R AR H
aﬁﬁaﬁﬁaﬁa‘aﬁraﬁrm‘r&??

* A. Jammu Railway Division / STFH Yeld f3disrer
B. Firozpur Railway Division / ﬁ'TﬁEITIT Torad fedierer
C. Srinagar Railway Division /5ﬂ7-ITIT Tora BdiereT
D. Leh Railway Division / 9§ Yeld [3dister




* What major project does the Jammu Railway Division oversee?
ST, Yord Y T3Sl At A IRATSAT AT ARG L §72

* A. Anji Khad Bridge / 3T5IY @3 ﬁTvI'
B. Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train /IIT‘%' -JgHcCIdIG W ?,Trl'
C. Chenab Rail Bridge / T Jal o
D.BothAand C/ ¥ 3R &Y =




* What technology was developed by CSIR to reduce India's dependency
on imported raw materials?

ISR carT [Aaf8d i AT deeiles R &7 3mfad
Fhed AT T [AHAT S hH LAl 67

* A. Indigenous paracetamol drug / Tacaft e aar
B. Renewable energy tech / sTdIIoTT Foll Gl

C. Al-based health monitoring systems / Q’3-l'|?—3-lfﬂTﬁ?l‘ EAFRY
CLRGIR NG

D. Advanced vaccine development / 3ea7d dFdlel Q&




* What new poverty line has been set for rural areas in FY24 according to
SBI Research?

TGEI3S ATHU & AN FY24 H amAor 8331 & fav o9
ST Y@ FIr UG dr a8 E?

* A.X1,000
B. X1,632
C. X2,000
D. X1,944




* What percentage of India's poverty rate has decreased as per the latest

repo SBI Research?
341% YT AT FAdTdH RUIC & 36TAR, AR T IN
fohctel gfderd o g3 87

 A. Below 10% / 10% & Fﬁﬁ'
B. Below 8% / 8% & A
C. Below 5% / 5% & &S
D. Below 3% / 3% ¥ &<




* What is the aim of ISRO’s CROPS experiment involving cowpea seeds?
?rscﬁaﬂsﬁasmagaﬁésxﬁmsﬂrﬁwmaﬁrwww
?

* A. Study plant growth in microgravity / Hﬁﬁ-ﬂm H gley &y acqfﬁ
Dl HCIAod hIdT

B. Develop disease-resistant crops / o1 gfae v &1 T
C 2]

C. Test soil composition in space/ﬁ?ﬁ'ﬂ H ﬁ'c';ﬂ' T GIHAT FI
qO&TOT AT

D. Study genetic mutations/mﬂﬁﬁﬁ? qR@d«al &1 reTTT HIEAT



* Which year marked the adoption of World Braille Day by the United
Nations General Assembly?
HYFd TS AGTHAT SaRT faea ser fe@w &I fohg aw o=
IrAT AT?

* A. 2015
B. 2016
C. 2018
D. 2020




Word of the day

Cognate:

one related by blood or origin, especially on
sharing an ancestor with another; a word is
cognate with another if both derive from the
same word in an ancestral language;

related in nature

Synonyms: akin, blood-related,
consanguine, kin, blood relative

Usa g€ In this part of the world, society was
organised on cognate kinship.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/cognatepro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /'kng.nert/, /'kpng.n1t/, ['kpg.nat/




Fun Fact




Myth : Christopher Columbus discovered
America.

Truth: Indigenous peoples had been living in the Americas for
thousands of years before Columbus arrived in 1492. Additionally, Leif

Erikson and the Vikings reached parts of North America centuries
earlier.
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