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* Which countries will face retaliatory tariffs imposed by the U.S. under
Donald Trump's new trade policy?

+ SlATes €9 #Y d85 AR Afd & dgd e AT & raARS
State NG HT FHAT FEET T2

* A. India and China / I Rd IR A=
B. Russia and Brazil / &8 3il¥ STt el
C. Japan and Canada / SIT9TeT 3{IX_&HaAT3T
D. Germany and France / STHa1 3T W



 What is India’s total export value to the U.S. as per the latest trade
data?

- AdITdH SR 3TH3 F TR, HRA &1 ARSI I Fel
ﬁ'a‘l?rﬂ—zrﬁ»—cm%?

* A. $45.8 billion
B. $52.9 billion
C. $60.2 billion
D. $71.5 billion



 What is India’s largest export category to the U.S.?

IR T 3ANFT + gad 737 AT Aot Fler € 872

» A. Textiles and Apparel / & 3R IR
B. Electrical Machlneryém Tefterdr

C. Automobile Parts /3@?1313?

D. Organic Chemicals /



 What is India’s major import category from the U.S.?
- R A IARNFT T v7{@ AT Aol Fier € 87
* A. Pharmaceuticals / m‘mﬁm

B. Mineral Fuels & Oils / @fetst §teT 3T de

C. Electronic Goods / Seldclieich HTHTT
D. Defense Equipment / T&TT 39<hI0T



* What is the significance of Gum Arabic in global trade?
- 3f¥ae AR F I IRET FT FAT Agea 872

* A. Itis a key ingredient in carbonated drinks / dg Flafdcs 9T qerdf
FT UF TW UH ¢
B. It is primarily used for fuel production / g AET T § é‘ﬂ?l'
3cUTeT & e 39AYer AT srar @ N
C. It is a rare metal essential for electronics / I§ Solaciaad & AT
HTGRIF TH olsT T 8 o
D. It is%zj\ primary component in fertilizers / Ig 3y A qafas
Hch




* Which country is the largest producer of Gum Arabic?
o AH G HT HIH 3T 3cUIch ST il T 872

* A. Nigeria
B. Sudan
C. Chad
D. Mali



 What is the main advantage of hydrogen-powered heavy-duty trucks?
- FISSIST-HaIfod HRY THl FT HET T8 FT 872

* A. Higher fuel efficiency than diesel / 8tsTel &Y delell 7 3O+ é‘EF-I'

Q&ldl

B. Zero carbon emissions / [T FTded 3cHAA

C. Lower maintenance costs / $H JGIHId olld

D. Faster acceleration than electric vehicles / ﬁﬁra: qrgail 1

a?ﬁnﬁasrw



* Under which Indian government initiative are hydrogen-powered
trucks being developed?

+ gISSIoTA-TAIfad bl $T AP HRT TR A FT 986 &
ded fFaT T @1 87

* A. Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid & Electric Vehicles
(FAME)

B. National Green Hydrogen Mission

C. Renewable Energy Deployment Program
D. Sustainable Mobility Initiative



* Where is India's first hydrogen refueling station for heavy-duty trucks
being set up?

- (T dTEal & AT AT FT 98T FESoT REIAIT FEAT Fgl
T a fRar 3T 8T 872

 A. Faridabad
B. Vadodara

C. Pune
D. All of the above



* What is the Wallace Line?
o JTI ATST FAT 872
* A. A trade route between Africa and Asia /3-]'9%3-7[ X ofdr & =

TFH YR AT
B. An imaginary boundary separating Asian and Australian fauna /

mﬂf?ﬂ'ﬂ@ reeforars Sial &1 AT FIA qTell Tk Fledladh

C. A tectonic plate boundary in the Pacific Ocean /FI'QI'iT-I' HeIHIIX A
UHh eFelfas cae dr

D. A global conservation project for wildlife protection / gl

TIEIOT & v v dfRgs aRAYST=T
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SANATANA DHARMA REMARKS
SC bars new FIRs
against Udhayanidhi

Rana seeks stay on
extradition to India
NEWS » PAGE 4

critical thinking skills?

OPINION » PAGE 3

Chhetri returns to
nternational duty
SPORT » PAGE 16

INSIDE

he national president
of the SDPI, said to 3 "pobtical
fromt” of the PFL. » PAGE 4

Two Indians
executed in Feb.
buried. says UAE
~NEW DELR

The two Indian naticnsis
executed by the UAE in

the Gulf nation. » PAGE &

Trinamool team
meets EC over
“‘duplicate IDs”
KoLKATA

A delegation of the Trinamoot
Congress met the Chief

Flagged by
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Baneree recently. » PAGE 2

Auto retail sales
declined 7% in
February: dealers
Muaenas

Autornobile reead =

Geclined 73 year-onyear ad
in February with a

Associations showed on
Thursday. » PAGE 312

‘Trump S prlorltles work for India’

I £ .

that will keep energy prices affordable

Sriram Lakshman
LONDO?

iting the shifting ge-
opolitical  order,
energy, technology
connectivity _initia-
tives, External Affairs Mi-
Sl 5 Skt s
rednesday said that sever-
2 prioritice of U.5. Prest.
dent Donald Trum
his administration were
omising for india.
~I think we see a Presi-
dent and an administration

movi
Reity Avl st 4 someth-
ts India,” he
Iarlf)lng that by
practising muiti-polariry.
e Trump administration

ing
said,

He says U.S. interest in mul

-polarity,

technology and connectivity ‘promising”

Union Minister S. Jaishankar speakeng with Chatham House Director 2nd CEQ Brocnwen Maddos in

London on Wednesday. axi

“1 think, from President

MMr. J: ar
speaking at Chatham  that we have is the Quad
ouse, London-based [Quadrllzteral Security
think tank on
Guming an ofcial vish 55 said.© referring. to  the

the UK.

The
thought of as a bloc wi
the West since 1915 ralher
than asa nation, but now
s own self-percep-
s more as a nation.
the Minister sald_

us. had Bean,

grouping of India, the U.S.,
Australia and Japan.
Quad member was

paying its “fair sha
id. and so there were no
P about burden shar-

issue between the u_s. and

several European coun-
Iries in the North Adantic
Treaty Organization (NA-
TO) military al‘lla‘)ce.

Mr.
open to connectivity inftia-
tives ora ceruln collabora-

finds mention in the India-

Rister Narendra Modi's re-
cent ons with Mr.
Trump at the White House.

The statement also ref-
0ty ewhii camcresat £
tur initia-

tive nai
saidl. “We have a deep in-
terest in that,~ he added.
Minister was pre-
sumably referring to the

ing has et et

Corridor (IMEC). which

tives, such as the newly
announced Indian Ocean
Strategic Venture.

On energy. Mr. Jaishan-
kar said India welcomed
Mr. Trump's actions that

open to

ity
plans of ‘collaborative nature’, he adds

would keep energy prices
stable

ment was promosing the
inte: the

Trump Is a strong pr
nent of fossil fuels and s
changing U.S. policy to
drill for more petroleum
and natural gas.

The Trurhp administra-
tion’s emphasis on the de-

rupee as part of the eﬂon

“If Pakistan

External Affairs Minister S.
has said

o e
don of India. He cited a
growth in India's trade, ex-

menms there was a lack

kistan vacating
Occupled Kashmir (PoK)

would resolve the Kashmir
issue in its entirety. The Mi-
nister was responding to a

the
Trump administration. 2
fact that Mr. Jai
brought up. India-U.s. rela-
thomia e af pinbiskily shucte
best, Mr. Jaisha: sasd.
~So we have absohnely
no interest in undermining
the dollar at all.” he said,
adding that the problem in
India’s region was the lack
of availability of the dollar.
Mr. jaishankar was asked
about the internationalisa-
tion of u and

serve currency.
Hie satd that the govern

iy the doltar: necesskallng
the wu ade

South Africa) countries if
they wanted “to play
games with the dollar~.
The BRICS countries have
a diversity of views on the
dollar, Mr. Jaishankar said_
“The assumption that so-
mewhere there's 3 united
BRICS position against the
doltar, 1 P onink, s pot boene
ut by facts,” he said.

during a discus-
ston held in Chathai
House in London.

His relationship with Presi-
dent Donald Trump to
“solve~ the issue..

Kashmir
Removing Article ol
was step number one.”
Jalshaniar sald, referring

was step number three. I
think the part we are wait-
mg ﬁxr &s the return of the
part Kashmir,
Which IS under ilegal Pa-

1
Kashmir hsl solvedr the
Minister

The show returns

Lights up: The -

the
Thursday. #t had been under maintenance for 3 con:

lake,

Grews 3 large number of visitors after it resumed functicrng on
erable pericd. NAGARA GOPAL

Police in M.P. ‘beat, parade’ two men accused
of slaughtering cows; VHP felicitates officers

Aehul M
BHOPAL

After two men accused of
cow slaughter were alleg-

panied by the police. one

of whom is seen hitting

cm
*

A@ab from s purported Wdeo of e duo sccuped of cow staugitter

being paraded by the

them with a baton.
men can be heard repeat-
ing chants, such as “Gaay
smari mata hai (the cow
is our mother)~.
Additional SP Gurupra-

poSice in Ujjsin. SPECLAL ARRANGEVENT

shown,” he sasd.
duc and another

police

Ghatia police station in-
charge D.L. Dasoriya sasd a
cow, a calf, and various
knives and other equip-

sad Parasar ry
the parade and the beat-
ing, insisting it was “not
such a serlous matter™.
“Police did not beat
them up like it is being

y in juds-
d thas
S seanch is still an for the
third accused.
“They used to catch
stray cows and oxen, and

slaughter them to sell their
meat and skin. During fn-

errogation, they have con-
fessed to having slaughe
ered over 1,000 cows a
oxen” he sald.

When asked about the
“parade’, Mr. Dasoriva de-
nied any such incident.

“Police did a good job

Unblock Vikatan website
once it temporarily drops
PM'’s cartoon: Madras HC

CHENNAT

The Madras High Court on

The story so far

wobsite of yakaean may

e was blacked by the Unian

Ministry of Information and Broadcastng

= The block came sfter s

he magazine and
severail others have
condemned the mome as

domain,
remained insccessibte

Zame users snce February 15
he e
a notice to Vikavons

e s wnder the
IT Rules, 2021, soaking

remnonal
particutar Cartoon

S ateack on
expression”

= Lhoton moved the

. AMods
meseting with U.S. Presi-

dent Donald Trump.
Justice D. Bharatha
Chakravarthy passed the
order pursuant to a writ
petion filed jolmely by
vikatan Produc-

enior el
rayan, sssisied by

the Constitus
lv b elgte grovnds — namely,
= the sove-

men who have been in-
Yolved in_cow slaugheer

and si ing in the area.
The way of punlshmg may
wvary but if the ¢ have

done a good job, we e <hould
thank them.” he said.

e
relgnty and integrity of In-
dia, security of the State,
friendly relations with fo-
reign States, public order,
relating to decency or mo-
rality, contempt of court.
and defamation or incite

= The magazine's primany

Madas againee
tre araer

ment o an offence — for
curtailing  freedom  of
speech and expre:

u
cal reasons for whlch the
Centre could issue direc-
tions to block public actess
to any information through
any computer resource.
He said &t would not be
suffictent to block access to
a website merely because

Fy that the integrity of
<country be
compromised.

“No reason”

b
Stating that this was a se-
rious issue nvolving jour-
nalistic freedom and the
right to free speech. he

sald, world-over, maga-
zines publish cartoons of
political leaders bus they
do not get subjected to
such harsh measures.

“Would affect relations”

ne’s writ petition it

at public ac
website could be al-
lowed if the magazine re-
moved the offending car-
toon voluntarily.




“Trump’s priorities work for India’

He says U.S. interest in multi-polarity,

EAM Jaishankar welcomes initiatives
that will keep energy prices affordable

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

iting the shifting ge-
C opolitical  order,

energy, technology
and connectivity initia-
tives, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar on
Wednesday said that sever-
al priorities of U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
his administration were
promising for India.

“I think we see a Presi-
dent and an administration
which, in our parlance, is
moving towards multi-po-
larity. And that is someth-
ing which suits India,” he
said, clarifying that by
practising multi-polarity,
the Trump administration
was in fact promoting it.

Mr. Jaishankar was
speaking at Chatham
House, a London-based
think tank on Wednesday,
during an official visit to
the UK.

The U.S. had been
thought of as a bloc with
the West since 1945, rather
than as a nation, but now
the U.S’s own self-percep-
tion is more as a nation,
the Minister said.

London on Wednesday. ANI

“I think, from President
Trump’s perspective, the
one big shared enterprise
that we have is the Quad
[Quadrilateral  Security
Dialogue],” Mr. Jaishankar
said, referring to the
grouping of India, the U.S.,
Australia and Japan.

Each Quad member was
paying its “fair share”, he
said, and so there were no
spats about burden shar-
ing. Financial burden-shar-
ing has become a central

technology and connectivity ‘promising’

Union Minister S. Jaishankar speaking with Chatham House Director and CEO Bronwen Maddox in

issue between the U.S. and
several European coun-
tries in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NA-
TO) military alliance.

Mr. Trump “appears
open to connectivity initia-
tives of a certain collabora-
tive nature” Mr. Jaishankar
said. “We have a deep in-
terest in that,” he added.

The Minister was pre-
sumably referring to the
India-Middle East-Europe
Corridor (IMEC), which

finds mention in the India-
U.S. joint statement that
emerged from Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s re-
cent discussions with Mr.
Trump at the White House.

The statement also ref-
ers to other current and fu-
ture connectivity initia-
tives, such as the newly
announced Indian Ocean
Strategic Venture.

On energy, Mr. Jaishan-
kar said India welcomed
Mr. Trump’s actions that

President seems open to connectivity
plans of ‘collaborative nature’, he adds

would keep energy prices
stable and affordable. Mr.
Trump is a strong propo-
nent of fossil fuels and is
changing U.S. policy to
drill for more petroleum
and natural gas.

The Trump administra-
tion’s emphasis on the de-
velopment of technology
and its use “as a game
changer in global politics”
offered a lot of possibili-
ties, according to Mr.
Jaishankar.

Commerce Minister Piy-
ush Goyal is currently in
Washington DC, to discuss
a trade deal with the
Trump administration, a
fact that Mr. Jaishankar
brought up. India-U.S. rela-
tions are at probably their
best, Mr. Jaishankar said.

“So we have absolutely
no interest in undermining
the dollar at all,” he said,
adding that the problem in
India’s region was the lack
of availability of the dollar.
Mr. Jaishankar was asked
about the internationalisa-
tion of the rupee and
whether India supported
the U.S. dollar as the
world’s reserve currency.
He said that the govern-

ment was promoting the
internationalisation of the
rupee as part of the effort
to promote the globalisa-
tion of India. He cited a
growth in India’s trade, ex-
ternal investments and In-
dian tourists abroad. So-
metimes there was a lack
of hard currency, especial-
ly the dollar, necessitating
the use of trade settle-
ments, or a need for cash-
less payments between In-
dia and other countries,
the Minister said.

Later in the discussion,
Mr. Jaishankar said the dol-
lar was the source of inter-
national economic stability
and, right now, there is a
need for stability.

In February, Mr. Trump
had threatened at least
100% tariffs on BRICS (Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China,
South Africa) countries if
they wanted “to play
games with the dollar”.
The BRICS countries have
a diversity of views on the
dollar, Mr. Jaishankar said.
“The assumption that so-
mewhere there’s a united
BRICS position against the
dollar, I think, is not borne
out by facts,” he said.



* 1. Key Highlights
- (AET faAwam)

* External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar stated that several of former
U.S. President Donald Trump’s priorities align with India’s interests.

(fager 7l v, SaedT A Fgr F 93 3AR$r weeufa Sees
aqaﬁrxémaﬁmwaaﬂ?r%%?ﬁﬂ;m%l)

* Trump’s administration emphasized multi-polarity, technology, and
connectivity, which are beneficial for India.

t;rana?r#a'g-aa"lw gl 3t FafFefdd W IR
S R ¥ T st 21)



2. U.S. Foreign Policy and Multi-Polarity
(AT R AT 3k ag-yiaran)

The U.S. is shifting from being seen as a bloc with allies to acting more independently as a
nation.

(3ANFT I 39« EANAT & AT Th WAE & T A AQl, dfeh Th FaddT ASC &
¥ H F1F FT W@ 81)

Trump’s administration supported the Quad alliance (India, U.S., Australia, Japan).
(TT TATHT o FATS AT (AR, ARSI, , SATITeT) FT FHGT fRam))

Burden-sharing within NATO has become a central issue, with the U.S. expecting European
countries to contribute more.

(NATO & HR-HTSHTHIUT U YHE HEal a1 a7 §, @l JANST Ui o & afos
AT #Y 39eT FT w@r g T

”~



3. Connectivity and Trade Agreements
o (FATFeRE IR IR FHE1R)

* Trump supports connectivity initiatives like the India-Middle East-
Europe Corridor (IMEC) and the Indian Ocean Strateﬁlc Venture.

(T HRI-TET tl?:? 9 IMEC)
IAfAF T8 D SefFeradl Q%i'q’lsmaﬁ C ) ami?r T gl)

« Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal is currently in the U.S. discussing
trade deals with Trump’s team.
(@forsT #l fIgY M AT d AREFT H T JATHAT &
Y AR FASAET | T=9T & @ 21)



* 4. Energy Policies and Their Impact on India
o (FST AlfaAT 3R ARG 9T 9HE)

* Trump’s strong support for fossil fuels and petroleum drilling helps
keep global energy prices stable and affordable for India.

(ET arT Shared $u« iR deifeaa Bfehr &1 gwda dRas
FaT FAA F R 3 FEd 9a9° @S F A FEar 2)

 Stable energy prices benefit India’s economic growth and energy
security.
(PR 391 Ao sRa i anfds gefer 3K 391 §een & v
e §1)



* 5. Role of Technology in India-U.S. Relations
+ (ARA-3ARFT Taut 7 vig@fdr Fir sfaan)

* Trump’s administration saw technology as a “game changer” in
global politics.

(ST YT o UleAfrhr & dRgw TorEifa A "AH JoR" &
TT & ™)

* India welcomes U.S. initiatives on Al, defense technology, and
digital infrastructure.

(IRT THTE, T&TT WA, 3y Bfoed saamar # 3AR$

~

qgel T FQTd T ¢)



* 6. International Trade and Dollar’s Role
+ (AR AR AR stew Fr qfAF)

* Jaishankar emphasized that India has no interest in undermining the U.S. dollar.

(TIAFT ¥ FHgT F HRT FARET ST Y FHAAR FI H IS T 81 @dTl)

* India is promoting the internationalization of the rupee, but dollar-based trade
remains dominant.
(AT TIT & HAWISEIIHIOT FHI FerdT & T&T &, dAfhel STAT-ATIRT AR
arsft sft wog@ @ g3m @)

* Trump previously threatened to impose 100% tariffs on BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia,
India, China, South Afrlca) if they moved away from the dollar.
(€T o Aaras & off F TG BRICS 3 e & ged &, a 3 9 100% N®
AT SATTAT])
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BSP is being
controlled by
BIP. says
Cong. leader

nephew Akash Anand un-
der re from the Bha-
rariya Janata Farty since he
had called

i, said the BSP, which
et

leader

pressure...

hiad said “har thore shoad
an  alliance with

Conprass S e the BpCOm

o
This has troubled rthe BIF
imternally:

Pro-Khalistan protester breaches
security at Jaishankar’s London event

LONDON
pro-Khallatani prot-
A

rushe:
Tromt of Bxeernal AR
Fairs Minister 5 Jaishan-

an
wednesday night. The Mi-
nister had just engaged in
an howrlong discussion fo-
India and

cused an the

oy epem e dgies. e de
welop bilateral
relationship.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA)Y spokesper-
son condemned the inci-
dent, calling upon the LUK
o live up £o its diplomarsc
oblgations

~we condemn the pro-
wocative activities of this
small group of separatises

host government in such
cases to Fully up o
their diplomaric obliga-
tions” the spokesperson
for the MEA said.

1n video footage posted
an social media, the prot-
ester can be seen shouting

“Khalistan™ and tearing a
Loth with the

was already seared a1 the
back and 3 man who ap-
peared 1o be a security of
ficer was seen g irvto
the front seaﬁ’_'l’hleepdllce
officers o the prot.

ester and took him

back
across the road.
\Unaccepeable action’
The on  Thursday

Strangly comdemned  the

Khabstan supporters outside the venue where Extermal Affairs.

breach, saying such at
“intmidaze,

ment Office (FODO) Spo-
persom sadd.

s
“While the LK. upholds

Mirister S @shankar parbcipated in a discussion in Landon. Al

the right to peaceful prot-
es1, any smempas o intimi-
date, threaten, or disrupe
public events are com-
pletely unacceptable. The

it acted

AMetropol Police
swifily to address the situa-
ton, remain fully

mirted 1o ensuring the
security of all our diplo-
matic visitors, in line with

our international obligs-
tions,” the spokesperson
said.

A Met Police spokesper-
son added: “As the Minis-

ter left the event, a protes-
ter ran in front of his
sta

a
fag... He was quickly inter,
cepted by officers  and
moved out of the way. He
did not get close to the M-
nister who was able o
leave the area without
further incident. There

were no arceses.”

2023 incident
Securiey for Indian officials
and India’s physical assets
in the become
Aashpoines in the bilateral
relationship, with things

reaching a head in March
2023, ani sep-
ararises todk down the

rom the front
fsr:ade o the Indian High
London

na-

High Commission in New
Delhi was diminished in
what appeared to be reta-
liation by

nently stationed ourside

rson condemns inddent, calling upon the UK. to live up to its diplomatic obligations: UK. says such attempis wo
timidate, threaten. or disoupt public events are completely unaccepiable and it remains committed o ensuring security of all diplomatic visitors

High Commission, Mr.

Jakinanhar vistted

in Movemnber 2023 to give

the relatinnalip & hoost-
hands

from the Conssrvatives to

Labour in July 2024 — after

=
Party had declared thar it
would change irs relation-
ship with the government
hose

House, In Kent. Mr. Jalshan-
kar also met Frime Mi-
nister Keir Starmer (he
met with former UK.
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
during his November 2023
sl

With BT inpurs)

‘Cautiously
optimistc
about FTA
talks with UK.

FTA with talks that began
in 2022, being relaunched
last month under the Keir

visas  under
were visas for intra-corpo-
rate (Le., within companyy

the
]

it would encourage people
o explore opportnites in
educarion  and nuclear

energy

India, TN. must help protect
livelihood of fisher folk in
north Sri Lanka: Colombo

decisive action against ille-

ensure that the k-

Ra o, wincs £a Wiints-
ter of Tra High-
ey, Ports and Ciil Ania-
ion Leader of the

Howse, said S Lanka has
greatly  appreciated  the
thoughtful assistance from
india and ‘Tamil Nadu dur-
ing the years of was, by
pratecting people i e
to India, and the more re-

aur
Hvelthoods by enforcing

‘Bimal Rathnayake

the law on the Indian side

arth rely solely on fisher-

e For o Tl 1 request the
Indian government, as well
as Tamil Kadu -

ment, to ensure that this

main source of lvelihood is

not snatched away from

them,” he said.

The sensitive bilateral is-
dler the

light in Sri Lanka aftes mmr
kal Tamil Arasu  Karc
(FTAK) legislator S iicaien:

districe, recently moved an
adjournmen: motion  on
the issue, amid the ongo-

Ing Bulget sesalon. Making
ionate plea to Indian
Siihorites aa well as the

counterparts in Tamil MNa-
du to stop using the des-
trusctive  bottom-trawling

hod, which has severe-
Iy depleted their catch,
while threatening their fra-

of illegal fishing Thi. "
more O Indian fish-

ermen have been arresged
in the first two months
alone.

Last weel, former Chief

Minister of Sri Lanka's
Northern Provincial Coun-
<l GV Wigneswaran wrote

Tamil Nadu Chief Minks-
ter NI, Stalin, urging him
o take steps to ending the

-rawling method of
fishing

PM likely to visit Sri Lanka in April,
launch solar power plant project

Prime Minister Marendra
Modi s Hkely o visit
Lanka in early April,
Lankan media has report-
ed. ahead of an officlal an-
mouncement from  either
the wisic

Accen
based publications,
Modi will be in SH Lanka
during the first week of
April. Apare from bilateral
meetings in Colombo, Mr.

of External Affairs said
- an

while Sri Lanka is likely

Mtinister K.P. Sharma OlL
given the tensions in In-
dias tes with both coun-

tries in the past few
months.
Mr. Modi's sTi kea wi-

was last in the island na-
tion in june 2019. Prior o
wisited in 2015 and

ng Mr. Dissa-

nayake's visit in December.
security, digital in-

regional
frastructure, connectiviry

energy projects and the
Palk Bay fisheries conflict

Ministry nor the Chinese
Embassy in Colo is
sued an official statement
on the visit.

iawerer, Sri Lanka's Ml-

MIr. Pan also visited

ng= and
cooperation”, the instim-
tion sald on its websire.

RSS leader’s
remark on
Marathi
sparks row

MEW DELHI

‘Opposition’s ire this week
Shiv Sena (UBTY chief Udd-

with his Maha Vikas

Fadnavia said he had not
heard Mr. joshi's state-
. bat added rhar the
HJF government's stand
‘was clear that Marathi was

Congress flags IMF’s
India report on ‘tepid’
private investment

MEW DELS

The Congress on Thursday
said that 2 report by the -
ternational Manetary Fund
QAMF) had flageed thie issue

gress  pgeneral secretary
(Communications) fairam
Ramesh sald the [MF had
an entire section
0 “Helgniting Private Dn-
=
"

westment in India” in its an-
nual “India Article IV Con-

sultation Report™.
“Somewhat unusually, it is
a srong — implict - cri-
tiguee of I govern-
ment’s pull(les and ac-

thons,” he sal
He said the report un-

EFrom 21% in 202225 to L%
in 2023,24°7 the Congress
sabd

leader
> ]

Maharashtra to start media monitoring
centre to identify ‘misleading reports’

MLIBBA

In a move to monitor and

According to the resalu-
tion, the proposed centre
welll systemartscally collect
and evaluate news con-
tent, identifying both fac-
tual and misleading  re-
portss it will  generate
comprel Factual

The iretiative aims io ensure
accurate disseminatian of
nerws, the gowermment said.

analyses and issue real-
time clarifications. in cases
of Inaccurate or negative
coverage, it sabd.

The initiative 2ims to en-
sure tmely and accurare
dissernination of informa-
tiom n

elated to nment

policies, schemes, and in-
Etiatives.  the resolution
ad.

ties is being reported and
perceived by the public

Operational aspects
Ta be operational from 8

by

of Information
Relations (OGIPRY. The o
wernment has granted full

administrative finan-
cial approval for the pro-

o
To sweamline opera-
rof comn-

through an e-tender pro-

The comeilinntis initisd
contract  will span
year, with the [t Mt
m ot years
Brased o prrformanee,
etormined by (he DETER.
However, the government
resclution spe-t:lﬁes that
the term shall not ex-

o ey

SC order on Forest
Act ‘strong rebuke’ to

Modi govt.

MEW DELHI

Hailing the Supreme Couw
order on pleas against the
. Conse

: Congress

since B owas Introduced
and bl hros
Parliament, the Congress

and 1 have taken a consis-

provisions™

definition of forest to not-
d or ‘recorded’ forests,
added




Maharashtra to start media monitoring
centre to identify ‘misleading reports’

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

In a move to monitor and
analyse news across print,
electronic, and digital plat-
forms, the Maharashtra go-
vernment has approved
the establishment of a
state-of-the-art media
monitoring centre with a
budget of %10 crore.

The decision was for-
malised through a govern-
ment resolution issued on
Wednesday.

According to the resolu-
tion, the proposed centre
will systematically collect
and evaluate news con-
tent, identifying both fac-
tual and misleading re-
ports; it will generate
comprehensive  factual

The initiative aims to ensure
accurate dissemination of
news, the government said.

analyses and issue real-
time clarifications in cases
of inaccurate or negative
coverage, it said.

The initiative aims to en-
sure timely and accurate
dissemination of informa-
tion related to government

policies, schemes, and in-
itiatives, the resolution
read.

The government said
there was a need for a cen-
tralised system to monitor
how news about its activi-
ties is being reported and
perceived by the public.

Operational aspects
To be operational from 8
a.m. to 10 p.m. every day,
the centre will be overseen
by the Directorate General
of Information and Public
Relations (DGIPR). The go-
vernment has granted full
administrative and finan-
cial approval for the pro-
ject.

To streamline opera-
tions, a professional con-
sultant will be appointed

through an e-tender pro-
cess, it said. The consul-
tant will be responsible for
collecting government-re-
lated news in PDF format
and categorising it into seg-
ments such as positive, ne-
gative, departments, is-
sues, incidents, and
individuals. For electronic
media, the consultant will
provide hourly updates on
news trends, mood, and
tone.

The consultant’s initial
contract will span one
year, with the possibility of
extension to two years
based on performance, as
determined by the DGIPR.
However, the government
resolution specifies that
the total term shall not ex-
ceed three years.




* 1. Key Announcement
+ (&Y "Ivom)

* Maharashtra government has approved the establishment of a
media monitoring centre with a budget of X10 crore.

HERTSE FEHR o 10 FUS & Iic & WY TH HIfSAT
{%nm?ﬂ Fg T TIIAT B FH & B)

* The centre will systematically analyze and evaluate news content
across print, electronic, and digital platforms.

(I Fg Ne, sawcias IR Bioed werEl W ga[ER
A FT AGRYd T ¥ RN 3 FeAqTwa FI)



* 2. Objectives of the Media Monitoring Centre
- (A3 eRE % F 35529)

* ldentify both factual and misleading reports.

(TLATcA® 3R HTHAF AT THR 1 RQEt A ggaT FI=71)

* Provide real-time clarifications for inaccurate or negative coverage.

(W)mmma;ﬁvmﬁmmﬁmmm
HLaAT

* Ensure timely and accurate dissemination of information related to government
policies, schemes, and initiatives. .
(TR sifaal, st 3R ggat O T 37T W 3k s
SRR AT HIAT])

e )



* 3. Need for the Monitoring System

o (PRI JomTell T 3Taedehdr)

* To centralize the monitoring of news related to government
activities.

(EFRT A @ Faftd FAFERE S FRE F1 Sl
CX )
* To track how the public perceives government actions and policies.
w@gm%mwaﬁr;ﬁﬁmaﬁtmﬁﬁﬁ
1)



4. Operational Aspects
(el WeEl gge)
The centre will function dally from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

(TE g gfafesT gag 8 &t #Tl?rmaﬁaa:mﬁ?ra?rrl)

It will be overseen by the Directorate General of Information and Public Relations (DGIPR).

(FHFT ATl Faol AR STAHIF AgIAGATT (DGIPR) gaRT fFam sieem)

A professional consultant will be appointed through an e-tender process.
(Wﬁemawaﬁgéaqi%ma:mw#mﬁmml)

The consultant will categorize government-related news into segments such as positive,
negative, and issue-based.

%% HAEHFN HFN FATRI F FHRICHS, AFRAS AR gl W 3raia &=t
TSI HITN)



* 5. Responsibilities of the Consultant
. (FeEHR AT FaeIRE)

* Collect government-related news and provide updates in PDF format.
(AR GATIR THT $HIT 3 PDFIRT & IHIST UETT HITI)

* Analyze news trends, mood, and tone of media coverage.

(FHfEar Faver & gAER ygfadl, smaemsit 3R TR w1 feewor
FIATI)

* Provide hourly updates on electronic media content.

(Seleeiate Hf3AT el . 9fa g¢ 379sSe verd HTl)



* 6. Contract and Duration
- (317 3R 3rafe)
* The initial contract for the consultant will be for one year.

(AATEHR T YRIAF I[ae Th a9 HT M)

* It may be extended for up to two years based on performance.
(YT & ITYR 9T ST &Y Iuf d& de1™T ST FhdTl ¢l)

* The total term shall not exceed three years.

(Fe 3afer e af ¥ ftF ad



How does a cricket ball swing? How does saliva help inits movement?

SRIRAM VEERA
MUMBAI, MARCH 6

INDIAN PACER Mohammad Shami on
Thursday appealed to the ICCto lift the ban
onusing saliva to shine cricket balls that was
introduced during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Since 2011, two balls have been used per
innings in ODIs. This means
thatballs are not as scuffed up
as they used to be. Add to this
the prohibition on using

SPORT

the so-called “boundary layer” must sepa-
rate from the surface at some point. Where
this separation occurs on either side of the
ball determines the air pressure on that side.

Bowlers generally tilt the seam towards
one direction or the other. Inanew ball, the
raised seam disturbs the airflow on the side
towards which it is tilted. This turbulent
flow on the seam side sticks to the ball's sur-
face longer and travels faster
than the smooth laminar flow
on the other side.

According to Bernoulli’s

saliva, generating reverse
swing has gotten much more difficult.

“We are trying to reverse, but you are
not getting the use of salivainto the game,”
Shami told reporters in Dubai.

What is swing? Why does a ball swing?

Swing refers to the lateral movement
of a cricket ball in the air, before it lands
on the pitch. It is essentially a product of
an air pressure differential on either side
of the ball.

Athin layer of air forms along the ball’s
surface afteritis released by the bowler. But

principle, faster travelling air
on the seam side results in a decrease of air
pressure on that side, making the ball swing
in thatdirection. In theory, a new ball thatis
held straight — with the seam perfectly
aligned to the directionit s travelling — will
not swing because the airflow on both sides
of the ball is even.

What is reverse swing? Why does it
occur?

What has been discussed so far is con-
ventional swing which generally occurs
with a new ball. Things get more interest-

AIRFLOW AND SWING

Spit is used to shine the ball. Reuters

ing when the ball gets older, its lacquer
wears off, and its surface gets more abra-
sive. This is when the ball starts to reverse,
that is, move in the direction opposite to
the seam side.

From the moment they are handed the
ball, the fielding team makes efforts to shine

I . o 5 3 ]
|||l Directionof swing || |’1
(1) ‘
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Conventional Reverse
Swing Swing

one side. Consequently, as the ball gets
older, one side is smoother than the other.
That said, the so-called shiny side is
nonetheless rougher than a new ball. This
means that this side still generates sticky,
turbulent airflow.

However, the rougher side generates

even more turbulent airflow than the
shinier side, which can be further aggra-
vated with the help of the seam. This extra
turbulent airflow is not as sticky as the tur-
bulent airflow on the other side. It shears
off — meaning that the point of separation
for the boundary layer moves towards the
front of the ball. As a consequence, the air
pressure on the seam side is now relatively
higher than on that on the shiny side. This
makes the ball swing on the side opposite
to the seam.

To aid reverse swing, bowlers also try to
ensure that the shiny side is slightly heavier
than the other side. This gives the ball a nat-
ural tendency to fall in that direction.

Where does saliva figure in all this?
Cricketers have traditionally used saliva
to shine one side of the ball, smoothen the
surface, and make it a tad heavier on that
side. The idea is to create as great of a con-
trast between the two sides of the ball as
possible, which helps generate reverse
swing, Cricketers have chewed on all kinds
of mints and candy to aid the shining
process — sugary saliva is heavier, and thus

considered more effective for shining a
cricket ball.

Can something else be used in saliva’s
place? In theory, yes. But saliva is the most
readily accessible shining agent that works
the way cricketers want it to.

Take sweat, for example. Rubbing the
ball with sweat is legal but sweat is not as
good a polishing agent as saliva, presum-
ably because it does not contain mucus.

Moreover, the ball tends to soak up
sweat — too much sweat can soften the ball
which is not something bowlers want.
Softer balls do not bounce as much, they do
not turn as quickly, or retain much pace af-
ter pitching. In short, they are easier for a
batter to deal with.

Then there is the fact that unlike saliva,
sweating is condition-dependent. Players
simply do not sweat enough in cold condi-
tions forit to be an effective shining substance.

Other substances like vaseline have also
been touted, although they are not as effec-
tive. Notably, vaseline is lighter than sweat.
As former Indian pacer Ashish Nehra once
said: “Vaseline can help keep the shine, but it
does not make the ball heavier on one side”.



1. Understanding Swing in Cricket

Swing refers to the lateral movement of a cricket ball in the air before it lands on the pitch.

(ReFeT &1 a9 9ic & T W R @ 9go gar & qred aifq 4 21)

It is caused by the air pressure differential on either side of the ball.

(@% g F A Farl W 9 &9 F Haw F FROT T 2)
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* Science Behind Swing

o (FRger & i +1 A=)

* When a bowler releases the ball, a thin layer of air (boundary layer) forms along its surface.
(ST9_dgaTs 31 H BISAT 8, dl 3P Hdg & WY TF Tl a1 W (331 o)
corifd)

* The position of the seam and the airflow over the ball determine its movement.

(e 1 fFufa 3K 95 & W ag yae F0H AT F1 FURT F@r &)

* Bernoulli’s Principle:

* Faster airflow results in lower pressure, causing the ball to swing towards the seam
direction.

+ (AT A WATE FH GaTG 3c¥eo FAT o, foraq g @ A faem F Raer wwcl 1)



* A. Conventional Swing (HTHATT %T)
 Occurs when the ball is new.

(TE a9 gaT § 99 g 7S el B)

* Bowlers tilt the seam slightly, making airflow turbulent on one side.

(Irearst A F GIST FH & ¢, FHE T NG I Y8
AT &Y AT &)

* The smooth side experiences laminar airflow, leading to movement
towards the seam.

(EETI] R AR g varg g 8, Owd 9 e
AR A |)



* B. Reverse Swing (Ra¥d %T)

* Happens when the ball gets older and rougher.
(qgaaam%aaﬂagﬁﬁaﬁtma%a g et §1)

* The rough side generates more turbulent air, shifting pressure
balance.
(XD Tag HAF AT I 3T I §, S g
"ol dGedr gl)

* Instead of moving towards the seam, the ball swings in the opposite
direction.

(ig WA N an & I F sow Fada Rar & gadh 1)



HOW IT WORKS

it's imperative to keep one side of
the ball shiny while roughing the
other side up. In case of reverse
swing, the ball moves towards the
shine as opposed to conventional
swing, where the ball moves in the
direction opposite to that of the
shinier side.

DEADLY WHEN DONE
PERFECTLY

it’s more difficult to tackle
because the ball tends to move a
tad later and more prodigiously,
giving batsmen little time to adjust
to the movement. Most
importantly, it takes the pitch out
of the equation as the ball can
reverse on the flattest of surfaces.




* Role of Saliva in Swing
- (Raar 7 o T s1fA+)
* Saliva is traditionally used to shine one side of the ball, making it smoother.

(TR T IYANT IRUNEF T A I & T Y& F) IAR & v fHar
STar 8, Sad g8 Rear g sar §1)

* A shinier side creates a greater contrast with the rough side, enhancing swing.

(AHFER #e IR Tl wag F @i 7f¥F av Raer it agrar 1)

 Saliva is effective because it contains mucus, which helps polish the ball better.

(AR 9ol il & FIfF SHH FIF 8T 8, St 9 F TS WE A
THFR H AGE FAT 1)



* Why is sweat not as effective? (THIT FaT T AT %"?)

e Sweat is lighter than saliva and doesn’t help polish the ball as well.

(THET AR &Y o= F godT giar ¢ 3 A F 3T THEW
H A ASH Tl

* Excess sweat softens the ball, making it easier for batters to play.

(3% qHlaT A FY H FT T &, OIEY Teddrst ¥ AT
QAT AT g ST 21)



* 6. Ban on Saliva Due to COVID-19
« (FA3-19 F FROT aIR W gfa«e)
* The International Cricket Council (ICC) banned the use of saliva in 2020.
IS fFdhe IRWE (ICC) A 2020 & R & 39T W yfaaer oam
1)

* This has made reverse swing more difficult to achieve.

(EH8 REd g afd Fwar 3R FieT & = #)
* Many cricketers, including Mohammad Shami, have urged ICC to lift the ban.
CEREEISUREC L At off anfAe @, A Iccq 37 wfaeEy H
gerd &1 Y 6T gl)



7. Alternatives to Saliva for Shining the Ball
(T F gHFH F AT IR F RAFeq)

Sweat:
* Legal but not as effective as saliva.

- (FIefelt § AfFT aR e gorrer @@ 21)
Vaseline & Other Substances:

* Some bowlers experimented with Vaseline, but it does not add weight to the ball.

- (¥ dgarat A dueler w1 gANr R, AfFa a7 A & sfaled gorer adt San)
Artificial Polishing Agents:

* Have been suggested but remain controversial.

+ (571 gomra fem wran ¥ Afher Ig g @@ gam )



I MEITY LAUNCHES AI DATASET & COMPUTE PLATFORMS

. Made-in-India GPUs in 3-4 yrs

® Countrywill be
among top 5 tech

nations: Vaishnaw

JATIN GROVER
New Delhi, March 6

THE COUNTRY WILLdevelop
its own graphics processing
units (GPUs) within the next
three to fouryears, marking a
major milestone in techno-
logical advancements, elec-
tronics and IT minister Ash-

wini Vaishnaw said on
Thursday.
“Weareworking on devel-

oping our own chipsets.
Extensive consultations with
experts are underway. In the
coming three to four years,
India will have its own GPUs,

WORK-IN-PROGRESS - . . & ¢

The initiative to build
indigenous GPUs is significant

as the global Al chip industry is’

dominated by US companies ™

The Centreis
also focusing on
developing its
own foundational
Al models

competing globally and
securing a place among the
top five technology nationsin
the world,” Vaishnaw said at
the launch of the IndiaAl
Datasets — AI Kosha and AI
compute platforms.

The initiative to build
indigenous GPUs is signifi-

The government
has invited private
companies to contribute
to the datasets platform

Weareworking on
developing our own

chipsets. Extensive
consultations are
underway

cant as the global AI chip
industry is currently domi-
nated by US-based compa-
nies. Additionally, with
potential US restrictions on
Al chip exports, India’s capa-
bility to develop indigenous
GPUs will be crucial for tech-
nological self-reliance.

ASHWINI VAISHNAW
ELECTRONICS AND IT MINISTER

%
=

The government is also
focusing on developing its
own foundational AI models
within the next eight to ten
months,a move that will fur-
therstrengthen the country's
Alinfrastructure.

Continued on Page 10



* (& =I9oT)

* India will develop its own Graphics Processing Units (GPUs) within
the next 3-4 years. ’ 0 ’
(R 3T 3-4 T A YA F&ET & Tiherd NARAT IAcH
(GPUs) d=rfaa +9mI)

* This marks a significant technological milestone.

(TE UF Agcaqul doheilehl 3Tciey gIill)



e 2. Government’s Vision and Initiative
. (GTHER $r e 3R gge)

e Electronics & IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw stated that extensive consultations with
experts are ongoing.

(SAFeraay 3 SN 7N 3RFA dsorg F garT & QAAYAT F T =AIR
4T SR §1)

* India aims to be among the top five technology nations globally.

(AIRT FT a8 dRTF T W MY g T el & anfAer e §1)

* The initiative will boost India's technological self-reliance.

(TE T8l AT A Tehelleh! ATcATANIAT I FAslgd HT)




* 3. Importance of Indigenous GPUs
. (Tagait GPUs HT HAga)
* Currently, the global Al chip industry is dominated by US-based companies.

(TAATT A, u3ng R 3g@r AR Fufaar g@arr Fafa §1)

* Developing indigenous GPUs will reduce dependence on foreign technology.

(Faeelt Gpus #T g At awsdlled X Asiar # a8 Fm)

* It will help counter potential US restrictions on Al chng exports.

(%gmu) R AT W ganfaa @RS &I HTHAT Hlad A HASS
|



e 4. Government's Al Development Plan
o (PR T TIHS [AFT AsTan)

* India is also working on developing its own foundational Al models.

(ﬂ@)ﬂﬁﬁﬂ*w@amvmmﬁmmwaﬁmw
|

* This will be completed within 8-10 months.
agsm:aﬁﬂga;aﬁmtm%mamnn

* The government has invited private companies to contribute to the Al datasets
platform.

(SR A s Fafaat # g 31 A caehd d e &0 & AT
3mART fFar §1)



e 5. Historical & Technological Aspects

- (¥faERA® 3 aF=ihr 9gq)

* India’s semiconductor industry has traditionally relied on i i%c?rts

(R T AHIHSFER 3gAT IRIRF T & 3Ad W R @71 81)

* The launch of IndiaAl Datasets — Al Kosha will help strengthen India’s Al infrastructure.
(IndlaAI Datasets — Al Kosha T [¥3Td AR & TIHTS STPRCFI Pl AT el
H HGg FLINI)

* GPUs are crltlcal for Al, gaming, and high-performance computing applications.

(GPUs T3MTS, ATATT, 3 Sea-ygela Fogfeer At & fw Ageaqet 1)



* 3. Role of Private Companies
- (st Fafarar & afae)

* Ten companies, including Jio Platforms, E2E, NxtGen, Yotta, and Tata
Communications, have been empanelled.

(TSt cAewIFd, E2E, NxtGen, Yotta 3iX e wegfaderw wfga
&H Uil w1 Faaey fRar =T §1)

* These companies will provide Al compute infrastructure for India's

Al ecosystem. ’ ‘
(;Tawémmﬁtrmmﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁaa%mumw
SWHIFCFIR UGTd HT|)



4. Government Support & Al Development
(FIPRT gAY 3T T Q)

The government is offering a 40% subsidy to lower GPU access costs for startups and
researchers.

(ATFR 40% T FAfeHsl Y +T QT § difer Ferered 3R auwaist & e GPu &Y
dRTd A 8 &)

As a result, Al compute access will be available for under X100 per hour.

(mtraﬁwumﬂooqﬁra'&ﬁmawmwm)

proposals for Al model development have been received from startups.
(67R|gmﬁummﬁw$mmﬁmw%l)

In|t|aIIy, 3-5 mature proposals will be selected for further development.

(YRST H, 3-5 IRTFT g&amEl F I F GFw F foaw g Jen))



AMID RISING TREND OF OVERSEAS ASSETS HELD BY INDIAN RESIDENTS

Taxpayers declare foreign
assets worth ¥29,000 cr

® Declarations come
after CBDT rolled out
awareness campaign

PRIYANSH VERMA
New Delhi, March 6

AS MANY AS 30,161 taxpayers
voluntarily declared foreign
assets worth 29,208 crore for
assessment year (AY) 2024-25 to
the income tax (I-T) department
under a special campaign
launched in November 2024, offi-
cial sources said.

Under the ‘compliance-cum-
awareness campaign’, the Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) had
urged taxpayers to declare their for-
eign assets and income in revised
income tax returns (ITRs).

This campaign followed a
system-driven and taxpayer-
friendly approach, utilising the
information received through
‘common reporting standards’
(CRS) and Foreign Accounts Tax
Compliance Act (FATCA).

While the campaign helped
improve compliance, tax experts
said severe penalties under the
Black Money Act forced many tax-
payers to disclose the foreign assets.

The CBDT’s move was in the
wake of reports of a rising trend of
Indians acquiring foreign assets, in
partas ameasure to evade taxes.

Under the campaign, the tax
department has facilitated taxpay-

MONEY MATTERS
24,678

taxpayers reviewed
their ITRs & 5,483
filed belated
returns for AY2024-
25, declaring
29,208 cr
foreign assets and
additional

¥1,089.88 cr

foreign income

6,734

taxpayers also
revised their
residential status
from resident to
non-resident

ers by providing a step-by-step
guide to filling schedule foreign
assets and schedule foreign source
income, along with explanatory
materials to help them understand
the information received under
these frameworks,said the sources.

As part of the campaign, SMS
and emailsweresentto 19,501 tax-
payers with high foreign account
balances or significant foreign
income from interest or dividends
above a specified threshold.

The campaign yielded signifi-
cantresults,with 24,678 taxpayers
reviewing theirITRsand 5,483 tax-
payers filing belated returns for

B Number of
taxpayers
disclosing
foreign assets
and income on
avoluntary
basis has
steadily grown
from 60,000 in
AY2021-22 to
231,452in
AY2024-25

M Under its awareness campaign, CBDT had
urged taxpayers to declare foreign assets
and income in revised income tax returns

M Tax experts, however, say severe
penalties under the Black Money Act

may have also forced many taxpayers
to disclose their foreign assets

AY2024-25, declaring foreign
assets worth ¥29,208 crore and
additional foreign income of
¥1,089.88 crore, they said.

Furthermore, 6,734 taxpayers
revised their residential status from
resident to non-resident. Overall,
approximately 62% of nudged tax-
payersresponded positively,volun-
tarily revising their ITRs to declare
foreign assets and income, the
sources said.

The number of taxpayers dis-
closing foreign assets and income
on a voluntary basis has steadily
grown from 60,000 in AY2021-22
to 231,452 taxpayers in AY2024-

25, the sources stated. “This year,
due to extensive outreach and
awareness efforts,voluntary disclo-
sures witnessed a significant
45.17% growth compared to
AY2023-24”

Attheheart of this campaign lies
the Trust First approach,which pri-
oritises voluntary compliance over
enforcement.Instead ofimmediate
verification orintrusive actions, the
CBDT has trusted taxpayers first,
giving them ample opportunity to
make true and complete disclosures
of their foreign income and assets,
said the sources.

By fostering transparency, edu-
cation, and cooperation, the initia-
tive has reinforced a compliance-
friendly tax environment,ensuring
that taxpayers can correct their fil-
ings proactively before any formal
verification measures are under-
taken, they said.

This shift towards a collabora-
tive and trust-driven approach
marks a significant step in
strengthening India’s tax compli-
ance frameworkwhile maintaining
fairness and encouraging responsi-
ble financial disclosures, the
sources added.

Sandeep Sehgal, partner-tax,
AKM Global, said that for this par-
ticular campaign, CBDT intends
taxpayers to report their foreign
assets, if they haven’t done so
already.“Most of the taxpayers are
doing it now due to severe penal
provisions under the Black Money
Act,”hesaid.



* 1. Key Announcement
* (A& =Ivom)
* Over 30,161 taxpayers voluntarily declared foreign assets worth X29,208 crore for AY

2024-25.
30,161 ¥ T8 HIGIAT & ATheldd a¥ 2024-25 & AT 29,208 FNS HI

ot gul Faeor @ afRa )

* This was done under a compliance-awareness campaign launched by the Central Board

of Direct Taxes (CBDT).
(TE FdIT YcFeT HT 15 (CBDT) GaRT AR fFT AT IHeTaTelel-SIHRTwh T HTHATA

& ded T Tam))




e 2. Government’s Initiative and Campaign
¢« (PR T gger 3R 3

* CBDT urged taxpayers to declare foreign assets and income in revised income
tax returns (ITRs).

(CBDT @ &ygransit & fageft aufeat 3k 3ma & Faifda smast Rest
(ITR) & 9T FIA &1 1A THATI)

* The campaign followed a system-driven approach using data from Common
Reporting Standards (CRS) & Foreign Accounts Tax Compliance Act (FATCA).
(ITATTT F FIAA ’ 2H (CRS) 3N BReT IFECH FH FeaAdd
W(FATCA)#W%HWWW?T?WW@WW

91T



* 3. Key Statistics and Trends
- (=T w3 3R wgfaa)
« 24,678 taxpayers reviewed their ITRs, and 5,483 filed belated returns for AY 2024-25.

24,678 FIGTATIHT T 379a ITR FI AT &I, 3T 5,483 o Ay 2024-25 % faw
Rear gqrr f&m)

* An additional X1,089.88 crore was declared as foreign income.

(3rfaRerd %1,089.88 #Uz T el 3y aIRT #ir 7))

* 6,734 taxpayers revised their residential status from "resident" to "non-resident".
%6,734 FLEIAI3T o 39t e Rufa & "Aarf @ "-ad F gaifea
1)



e 4. Reasons for Increased Foreign Asset Disclosures
- (el wufd g 7 gefr & FRON)
* Reports of rising trends in Indians acquirin%forei h assets to evade taxes.
HRAT G@RT T ¥ T94 F fav fage Hcri%mmaﬂﬁaﬁrqaﬁrma?r
1)
e Severe penalties under the Black Money Act forced taxpayers to declare assets.

gﬁwﬁm%mﬁw%wmﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁam
ST1)

* CBDT’s “Trust First” approach prioritized voluntary compliance before enforcement.

%rs)maﬁr"mw&";ﬂﬁr#uaéﬂﬁqﬁﬁmwﬁmaﬁm
|



* 5. Impact of the Awareness Campaign
o (SIRTRHAT ATAATT FT TH1T)

* The number of voluntary foreign asset disclosures increased from 60,000 (AY 2021-22)
to 2,31,452 (AY 2024-25).

(EifRes e gufy g8 &1 HE&AT 60,000 (AY 2021-22) § TFHT 2,31,452
(AY 2024-25) g1 TS1)

* The campaign reinforced a compliance-friendly environment, allowing corrections
before verification.

(FTAATT A T IHeTUTeA-IHehel AR H FAorqa a1, @@ Feamder & ggo
qUR #1 sgafar fFel)

* Encouraged full financial disclosures without fear of immediate penalties.

(AchTer €8 & T & faar qof s ga@ 1 Wicwfed fFar i)




Parvatmala
Pariyojana




* The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved two
major ropeway projects in Uttarakhand under the Parvatmala
Pariyojana, connecting Govindghat-Hemkund Sahib (12.4 km) and
Sonprayag-Kedarnath (12.9 km).






e About Hemkund Sahib Ji:

e Location: Situated in the Chamoli district of Uttarakhand, at an
altitude of 4,632 meters in the Garhwal Himalayas.

* Connectivity: Currently accessible via a 21-km trek from Govindghat,
soon to be connected via ropeway.

* Features:

* One of Sikhism’s holiest shrines, dedicated to Guru Gobind Singh lJi.



e What is Parvatmala Pariyojana?

* A National Ropeways Development Programme aimed at boosting ropeway
connectivity in hilly areas.

Launched In:

* Announced in the Union Budget 2022-23 by the Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways (MoRTH).

e Ministry:

* Implemented by MoRTH under the National Highways Logistics Management
Limited (NHLML).



* AiIm:

* To enhance connectivity in difficult terrains and reduce travel time in
hilly areas.

* To promote eco-friendly and cost-effective transport solutions.

* To boost tourism and local economy by facilitating better access to
remote locations.
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e Japan is facing its biggest forest
fire in three decades, with over
2,000 firefighters deployed to
control the flames in Iwate
Prefecture.

.

¥




e Ofunato, Iwate Prefecture:

* Location: Situated in northern Japan, within lwate Prefecture on
the Honshu Island.

* Habitat: A coastal city with dense forests, mountainous terrain, and
a humid climate.

* Significance: Known for fisheries, tourism, and rich biodiversity, now
battling an unprecedented wildfire.




* Over 80% of Japan is covered in mountains.
* Mount Fuji (3,776 meters): The highest peak and a dormant volcano.
 Lies on the Pacific Ring of Fire, making it prone to earthquakes and volcanic activity.

3.Rivers & Climate

* Major Rivers: Shinano River (longest), Tone River, Kiso River.

* Climate: Varies from humid subtropical in the south to cold continental in the north.




Mission 300




* |n 2024, the World Bank Group and the African Development Bank together
launched Mission 300.

e About

* Mission 300: Aims to connect 300 million people to electricity in Sub-Saharan
Africa by 2030.

 The ambitious initiative builds on years of groundwork, much of it led by the Energy
Sector Management Assistance Program (ESMAP).



* Goal: Accelerate electrification while ensuring cleaner, diversified
energy sources, economic growth, and job creation.

* Current Challenge: Nearly 600 million people in Sub-Saharan Africa
lack electricity, making up 83% of the global unelectrified
population.

* Key Focus Areas:

* Investment in generation, transmission, distribution, and regional
interconnection.

e Sector reform to ensure reliable, affordable, and quality power.






Carbon intensity measures the amount of carbon
dioxide (CO;) emitted per unit of output in a
specific sector or economy.

'y r 4 F e Sy

It helps track progress in reducing emissions while
accounting for economic growth or production

levels. -




* For example, the carbon intensity of the steel sector can be
measured as the number of tonnes produced per tonne of CO;
emitted.

* National Carbon Intensity: A country's carbon intensity is
measured by dividing Gross domestic product (GDP) growth
per capita by CO. emissions.



* Significance for India & Climate Goals:

e Carbon intensity plays a crucial role in assessing climate commitments
under the Paris Agreement (2015) and reducing Emissions Intensity of
its GDP by 45% by 2030, from 2005 level.

e Carbon intensity supports sustainable economic growth while
lowering environmental impact.



- IR
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ON FOOTPRINT

Carbon footprint refers to the total
amount of greenhouse gas emissions

that are directly or indirectly caused Two i.mportant
by an individual, organization, or concepts in the context
of climate change.

product.

By reducing our carbon footprint,
we can reduce the overall carbon
intensity of the systems and
products we use.

Units: Carbon footprint is usually
measured in terms of carbon dioxide
equivalent (CO2e), which is a
standard unit used to express the
total amount of greenhouse gas

emissions. Vary between and within countries

and are affected by a range of factors
such as income, demographics,
settlement structures, and lifestyles
Scope: Carbon footprint measures the
impact of our daily activities on the

environment. Reducing both carbon
footprint and carbon
intensity is crucial to

Impact: Reducing carbon footprint mitigating the impacts of

can help to reduce the total amount climate change.
of greenhouse gas emissions
associated with an individual,

organization, or product.

ARBON jp
Carbon intensity measures ))' g [

the amount of carbon

dioxide emitted per unit of /' ¥i
economic activity. Itis a
measure of the efficiency of /

an economy or a sector in e
terms of its greenhouse gas |
emissions. :

Units: Carbon intensity is usually
measured in terms of tonnes of CO2e
per unit of GDP or per unit of energy

use.

Scope: Carbon intensity measures the
overall efficiency of a system or
product. In other words, it considers
the larger picture of emissions and
looks at ways to reduce them on a
larger scale.

Impact: Reducing carbon intensity can
help to improve the efficiency of an
economy or a sector.






Ukraine’s military and civilians rely on Starlink for communication,
but SpaceX’s restrictions on its use for attack drones have raised
concerns.

As a result, Eutelsat, a European satellite company, is being
considered as an alternative.

Starlink: Developed by SpaceX, it is a satellite-based internet
service designed to provide high-speed, low-latency connectivity,
especially in remote areas.




e Starlink's around 7,000 low-earth orbit (LEO) satellites form a mega-
constellation, ensuring global coverage.

* India has not approved Starlink due to security, privacy, and pricing
concerns, along with opposition from the local telecom and satellite
industry.

 Eutelsat: Eutelsat, Starlink’s closest competitor, operates 630
LEO satellites and 35 geostationary satellites, offering speeds
up to 150 Mbps.



from the session



 What is the main objective of the media monitoring centre approved
by the Maharashtra government?

- HERTSE AIFR GarT Al #fEar Rl &g 1 A&
3EeRT FAT 87

* A. To control media reporting / #ifear Raifeer & AIRT FET

B. To ensure accurate dissemination of government-related news /

TWHR ¥ AT TARR FT TEF T0R GARETd FIT

C. To promote positive news about the government /AR & TR H
APRIcHS TATART T FerdT Soll

D. To monitor international news coverage /3-'I?R‘I'V<ﬂ'€l' HATIR Faal
& fAIRTAT I



 Which entity will oversee the operations of the media monitoring
centre?

- HifzTr AREN Fg F TATAT T @G HiT F?

* A. Press Information Bureau (PIB) / 9 et _qff (P1B)
B. Directorate General of Information and Public Relations (DGIPR) /
a1 AR STHIF AIAGATET (DGIPR)
o Ministry of Information & Broadcasting / qdeT Uq YHROT HAT A
D. Election Commission of India / HRd ﬁﬁ‘ﬁl?l' 3T



* Under which initiative were two major ropeway projects in
Uttarakhand approved?

-mﬁawmmﬁaﬁaﬁﬁmmﬂ?aﬁﬁaﬁ

» A. Bharatmala Pariyojana / IRdHTT TRATSTAT
B. Parvatmala Pariyojana / TadATAT IRATSTAT
gAYt

C. Sagarmala Pariyojana / HTI{HTT
D. National Ropeway Mission / I™EIT AIa fAereT



 What is the main aim of the Parvatmala Pariyojana?

» GATHATAT IRANSTAT FT HET 35627 FAT 872

* A. To build highways in mountainous areas / 9gTal &3l H TSTATT &I
fa#Tor FHEET

B. To develop ropeway connectivity in hilly areas / tl%'l?ff aar # qua
FAfFerde) Ahfad HTET
C. To promote rural development / ATHIOT AHTT Y derar G

D. To construct railway tunnels in high-altitude regions / ﬁﬁ' arel
AN A Yerd WM &1 AAOT Fe



* Which organization recently launched "Mission 300" to improve
electricity access in Africa?

mﬁﬁwqﬁﬁaﬂﬂ#mmﬁﬁ"ﬁemww
WW#QWM?

* A. United Nations (UN)/IIT-HT-I' IS (UN)
B. World Bank and African Development Bank / Taeq d& 3T AR
faerT d«
C. International Monetary Fund (IMF)/W Hl CaL (IMF)
D. International Energy Agency (IEA) /mﬂ' FolT Told (IEA)



 What is the primary goal of Mission 300?
- fAeeT 300 &1 HET w87 FAT 872

* A. To connect 300 million people in Africa with electricity by 2030 /
zosoaa:amﬁa:r#woﬁ%'qﬂmaﬁﬁa?ﬁ#aﬁsm

B. To promote green hydrogen technology in developing countries /
ﬁwﬁa&aﬁ#zﬁwmﬁﬁﬂm%ﬁaﬁmm

C. To provide funding for clean water r;rojects in Africa / 3TShTRT &
Taeo o IRASAE & v Raayor gyeer #3ar
D. To enhance rural internet connectivity / ATHTOT Eﬂﬁf G IE TALE 4]

A FUR HIAT



 What does "carbon intensity" measure in a country?

. fFHY SU A "HeA digdr Fam AT 8?2

* A. Total CO, emissions from industries / 3E:€I’I?ﬁ d Fd CO, ScHA
B. Amount of carbon emitted per unit of GDP growtﬁ / Shard i{ﬁl‘

1 ufa sHE 3a FET Y AT
C. Energy consumption of a country / f&dY a'QI'. a?r Foll @9d
D. Level of carbon sequestration in forests / T & Fleel NFNTOT

Sl FdAl



* Which country is facing its worst forest fire in three decades?

o i AT U AT TUFT H YT I T3 FIMeT T 3T FI
HTHT HT T&T 87

» A. United States / §g&d s HANHT
B. Australia / C
C. Japan / SIT9Ted
D. Brazil / SITSiTel



 What is Starlink, and why has India not approved it?
- Starlink ¥ 8, 3 %R & 38 4T reqAfea &t fomam?

* A. Itis a cryptocurrency; India banned it due to financial risks / g Teh

frcaindd! & AR o AT A@AT F FRor 3@ yfaafdra #:I
B. It is a satellite int%rg%%r\g%%d%a%security ;%d pricing3ﬁT
concerns / gg T Y EIRGL ; AR <l JI&IT

g fauor & wafda Riaw § N

C. Itis a global financial network; India prefers its own banking systems
/g€ T dRgs AT deas §; dRT 39 T@T F dfFar
fAeeH o1 grafAswar ar #

D. It is a military intelligence system; India has strategic concerns / Ig§

tF A7 AT gorrell §; #RT & wrEfas R 3



 Which country has the fastest police cars, including Lamborghinis,
Ferraris, and Bugattis?

- fFE QU F W Id I qfaw FR 8, e o, Sl
3R ey enfarer 87

e A. United States/?l'éﬁ?l' T HARST

B. Germany /
C. United Arab Emirates (UAE) /W IS AR (UAE)

D. Italy / S&alT
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Thank you
guys.
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