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 Which article of the Indian Constitution authorized the use of Hindi in

the proceedings of the High Court of Rajasthan in 19507
HRAT FITUTH T HleT T 3efese 1950 FH T 3T
=TT <hr EFRfIH'é?f H EE & 39T A ARSI FAT 87

* A. Article 343 / 3-17-I_&T:{ 343

B. Article 348(2) / 3eTeoe 348(2)
C. Article 351 / m 351

D. Article 356 / m 356




* What is the primary objective of the Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidheyak Bill,
20247

ARAT agar [a8a, 2024 FT AT 36527 FAT 87
* A. Promoting international air travel /3-13?‘!"@'«'1’ 331? qTET 6l doldl

et

B. Simplifying aviation personnel licensing / AT sEAT & H’IS@'\‘T
& AL ATl .

C. Regulating air traffic control /3113" I IGRGEENEEIRGIGE GG
CX O]

D. Introducing private airlines in India / HRd & fasit QTIWIE?IT $Y
V3T AT




* Universities in India can now admit students twice a year under new
guidelines. What are the two admission periods?

AR H TaRafdcery 79 &g A & dgd a¥ # ar §R
BTAT I YU ¢ Hohd g1 T ST YT AT T &1 872

* A. May/June and November/December / IEI‘\T-I' k| 8 CCRVAT-X s CKd
B. July/August and January/February / 2! /379 3R

C. April/May and September/October / H‘ﬁﬂ'/ﬂ? 3T ﬁ?lﬁ?/&ﬁ-?j?
D. March/April and October/November / AT/ 3R WIFIHET



* Nepal sighed an agreement with China for building the Trans-Himalayan
Multi-Dimensional Connectivity Network (THMDCN). What is a major
concern for India regarding this project?

ATl o dieT o TTY CTH-TGHATITT HdI-SISHUATT HaiiFeiael
Aea® (THMDCN) & fAToT & o Fwsiiar framl sa o
P SRt SR ol HET [T a1 §7?

* A. Economic instability in the region / 813 & 3nfd=+ 3rfeuar

B. Environmental degradation / 9ITaR0iR_I &10T
C. Security concerns near sensitive border areas / ageTefier AT &=

¥ qrE geaT fRdan
D. Trade imbalance with China / HleT & AT UTUR MFITFI'




* What are the two main components of China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI)?

AT &1 de¢ T s sfAfIUfed (BRI) & & A& T FT 87

* A. Maritime Economic Corridor and Trade Road / 'GF{I_,@' NP
IfART 3R IR Aer

B. Silk Road Economic Belt and 21st Century Maritime Silk Road / e
AT SHAAS dec IR 2147 T F1 T Red Vs

C. Global Trade Route and Digital Silk Road 73‘7’533? SR AT 3R
Efoea e Uz

D. Eurasian Trade Network and Maritime Connectivity Road / 213@'4?
MR Aca® I FHN FafFefad O3




* The SHe-Box Portal was launched by which Indian Ministry?
SHe-Box MIcel Tohd HRAT HAATGTT GART olled fohdT I1AT UT?
* A. Ministry of Law and Justice / faf&r AR SO FATET

B. Ministry of Home Affairs / 3[§ HATAA
C. Ministry of Women and Child Development / FI'%T'IT I 9T

ICEQL I E D] ‘
D. Ministry of Labour and Employment / 31H 3T VSeIR AT




* What percentage of representation do women currently have in India’s
Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs)?

T FET TALT GfeTd Tl (CAPFs) H adHATT H A3 &
Erféﬁf??l_cr foraer gfaera §2

*A.4.4%
B. 5.5%
C. 6.2%
D.7.1%




* The International Debt Report 2024 revealed an increase in external
debt for developing countries. What is the total debt reported for low-
and middle-income countries?

FAWTET HOT RAE 2024 71 fawraefier ¢of & fow argdr ot
H e a7 gemar far| rT 3R 7Eae 3 arer g & fo

Fol “HUT el SATIT T &7

. A. USD 6.5 trillion
B. USD 7.8 trillion
C. USD 8.8 trillion
D. USD 9.2 trillion




* Which country has the world’s largest population of cheetahs?

fre ger # gfeiar 3 Jdr I 90 I HEET §7?
e A. South Africa / ST8Y0T 3TShIehT
B. Namibia / aATHIfaT

C. Botswana / SicqdTreIT
D. India / AR



* On which date is International Cheetah Day observed annually?

R Aar fgaw gfday fva ai@ 1 AAR=T SATar g7

e A. 1st December / 1 fd@eR
B. 3rd December / 3 fdH@eR
C. 4th December / 4 fgHER
D. 5th December / 5 feHeR
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Trump
administration

NEW DELIE
The Trump administration
deserves a *lot of the credit™
for the take-off of the Quad in
its second iteration, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
=2id on Friday. 3 PAGE 3

crder™. » PAGE 4
Jharkhand CM
allots portfolios
to 11 Ministers

keeping the key Home
Department 1o himself He also

kept several portfolos not

allceated to anyone. » PAGE 4

29 people killed
in Israeli strikes
on Beit Lahia

BEIT LAMIA

killed on Friday by Israes
strikes around Kamal Adwan
Hospital in the northem city of
Bent Lahia, one of northerm
Gaza's tast health

Amid high inflation, RBI keeps repo rate at 6.5%

The

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAT
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nearly four years, In a bid
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Interest rate cefling
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It’s freezing out there

centres. » PAGE 12

as Kashmir witnessed
Celsiuss acrass the valley and Srinagar recording -4.1 degree Celsius. AP

v, with the nig

below 2ero degree

Insurgents
head to Syria’s
third largest
city Homs

uT

Thousands of people fled
the central Syrian city of
Homs, the country’s third-
largest, as islamist mill-
tants seized two towns on
the ounskires on Friday, po-
sitioning thems, for an
assault on a poten uy ma-
jor prize in their march
agmnsl President Bashar

A Fhe move, reported by
progovernment  media

itton  war
monitor, was the latest in
the stunning advances by
militants over the past
week.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 12

Misri set to land in
Dhaka on Monday
as tensions mount

Ties nosedive

Muhamenad Yumus

e government
(e leadaeship of

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

in India's first high-level di-

Farmers postpone Delhi march after police use tear gas

CHANDIGARH
Protesting farmers
nounce

d the suspension of
their “Delhi Chalo™ march

dary
on Friday. Pushing mmugh
the

march from Shambhu in
Punjab towards Ambala in
Haryana.

They were intercepted
by the Haryana Police in
the wake of prohibitory or-
ders issued in the area un-
der Section 163 of the Bha-
iy Mgari suraksha

Klsan Mazdoor Mnld:a

ot erie 0, resamme. thelr
foot march to lay siege o

Singh Pandher said, ~Our
group of 101 farmers came
back today following inju-
ries to about a dozen of
them when tear gas was
used. We will wait for the

weapons and maintained

discipline.
P ]

2 3
Tear gas being used by security personnel to disperse farmers
during their march towards Delb, in Purgsb on Friday. &1

borate security ar-
feneements. with . minhi:
layered ba: es were in
Phace In the wake of farm-
ers” proposed foot march.

Internet suspended
The Haryana government

In Greater Noida, Roo-

Committee, was arrested
by the Uttar Pradesh Pol-
ice. Earlier this week, the
U.P. Police arrested nearly
200 farmers when they as-
bled In Greater Noida

for a protest.
“Authorities were pre-
pared with

gear to stop us. We knew
we would not be successful

would be stopping us. The

rnment was not treat-
ing us like clelzens, they
were treating us ene-
mies of the naﬂon" M
Pandher said.

The Delhi Police had also
tightened securfty at bor-
ders ahead of the farmers”
march.

Haryana Minister Anil
Vi also asked the farmers
to pe: from
authorities before al‘lel’n}ﬂ'
ing to enter Haryana.

“Have they taken the

there, you need to get per-

matter of politics_._ PM Ma-
dihas always worked in the
favour of the farmers and

Congress Is r
the present situation of the
farmers in the =

h ead-

their tenure behind those
placards.

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri will visit Dhaka on
December 9, the Ministry
of External Affairs an-
nounced on Friday. His vi-
sit Is part of “structured in-

re ith

w
Bangladesh, MEA spokes-
person  Randhir Bolewat
sald

Mr. Misti's day-long visit
comes against the back-
drop of a heated war of

ed in recent weeks, espe-
cially regarding
against the Hindu minority
in Banglad,

Friday, Bangladesh
czllﬂd back its Acting De-
High C

should not do politics on
this ssue because the kind
of politics Congress Is do-
ing, they are getting fu
ished after that,”
. several op-
position  bloc  leaders
raised alarm over the treat-
ment of the protesting
rmers. Congress also
reasserted Its support for
the farmers ahead of the
march.

pusy

Shikdar Mohammad Ash-
rafur Rahman in Kolkata,
and Arif Mohammad, As-
sistant High Commissioner
In its Agartala mission, for
“urgent consultation”, af-
ter a Hindu

du leader

Hremrenabies

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
will visit Dhaka on Dec

and India expressed “re-
gret” but the Indian High
Commissioner to Dhaka,

v breach.

“Ashrafur Rahman was
called for urgent Ita-
tion D angoing

dived Vaishnav
was ar-

rested in Chitt. 25

Friday, Mr. Jaiswal said:

vantlegal processes under-

ted an act of vandalism at
the Assistant High Cos
mission of Bangladesh in
n—lpuu s capital Agarcala,
adesh  strongly
condemned the inciden

way are exe-
oAt fair. just and
transparent

5
®
¥

xegz: rights of concerned
e lnpuu from PTD

—+




Amid high inflation, RBI keeps repo rate at 6.5%

The Monetary Policy Committee takes notes of
the recent slowdown in growth momentum

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

he Monetary Policy
T Committee (MPC)

of Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Friday held
steadfast in its battle
against inflation amid wea-
kening growth momen-
tum, with four of its six
members voting to keep
policy repo rate un-
changed at 6.50% for the
11th bi-monthly review in a
row.

However, acknowledg-
ing that the economy is fac-
ing tight liquidity condi-
tions that are likely to
persist for a few months, it
cut the Cash Reserve Ratio
(CRR) for banks by 50 basis
points to 4%, after a gap of
nearly four years, in a bid
to support growth.

While divisions within
the MPC on a status quo on
rates expanded from the

5:1 vote in October, the pa-
nel was unanimous on
sticking to a ‘neutral’
stance and remaining un-
ambiguously focused on a
durable alignment of infla-
tion with its 4% target,
while supporting growth.
Inflation had spiked to a 14-
month high of 6.2% in Oc-
tober, the last available
price rise number.

“The MPC took note of
the recent slowdown in the
growth momentum, which
translates into a downward
revision in the growth fore-
cast for the current year.
Going forward into the se-
cond half of this year and
the next year, the MPC as-
sessed the growth outlook
to be resilient, but warrant-
ing close monitoring,” RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das
said in his statement.

While noting the RBI’s
mandate is to ensure price
stability while supporting

MPC downgrades growth, inflation estimates for
2024-25 to 6.6%; retail inflation projected at 4.8%

Balancing act

The RBI on Friday tried to find a balance between inflation
management and supporting economic growth

m The RBI kept the
repo rate unchanged

been cut by 50 basis
points to 4%

at 6.5% for a record
11th meetingin a row

m The Cash Reserve
Ratio — the proportion
of deposits that banks
must set aside with
the central bank — has

= The cut will infuse
%1.16 lakh crore into
the banking system
and will soften short-
term interest rates and
enhance capacity of
banks to extend credit

growth, Mr. Das said per-
sistently high inflation re-
duced the disposable in-
come of consumers and
dented private consump-
tion which negatively im-

pacted the real GDP
growth.
Real GDP growth in the

July to September quarter
fell to a seven-quarter low
of 5.4%, compared to RBI’s
7% projection.

The MPC has now

downgraded the growth
forecast for 2024-25 to
6.6% from 7.2%. Similarly,
with inflation increasing
sharply in September and
October led by an unantici-
pated increase in food pric-
es, the retail inflation for
2024-25 has now been pro-
jected at 4.8% compared to
the 4.5% average projected
till October.

“Food inflation pres-
sures are likely to linger in

the third quarter of this fi-
nancial year, and start eas-
ing only from Q4 of 2024-
25, backed by seasonal cor-
rection in vegetable prices,
kharif harvest arrivals, like-
ly good rabi output and
adequate cereal buffer
stocks,” Mr. Das said.

Adverse weather events
The Governor also said the
increasing incidence of ad-
verse weather events,
heightened geo-political
uncertainties and financial
market volatility posed up-
side risks to inflation.

“The MPC believes that
only with durable price
stability can strong founda-
tions be secured for high
growth. The MPC remains
committed to restoring the
inflation growth balance in
the overall interest of the
economy,” he said.

To ease the potential li-
quidity stress in the system

as more cash could be re-
quired to pay direct taxes
and GST, the RBI has decid-
ed to reduce the cash re-
serve ratio (CRR) of all
banks to 4% of net demand
and time liabilities (NDTL)
in two equal tranches of 25
bps each with effect from
the fortnight beginning De-
cember 14, 2024 and De-
cember 28, 2024.

“This reduction in the
CRR is consistent with the
neutral policy stance and
would release primary li-
quidity of about %1.16 lakh
crore to the banking sys-
tem,” he said.

Interest rate ceiling

To attract more capital in-
flows, the RBI has decided
to increase the interest rate
ceiling on FCNR(B) depo-
sits. Accordingly, effective
from Friday, banks are per-
mitted to raise fresh FCNR
(B) deposits of 1 year to less

Persistent inflation reduced the disposable income
of consumers and dented consumption, says Das

than 3 years maturity at
rates not exceeding the
ceiling of overnight Alter-
native Reference Rate
(ARR) plus 400 bps as
against 250 bps at present.
Similarly, for deposits of 3
to 5 years maturity, the
ceiling has been increased
to overnight ARR plus 500
bps as against 350 bps at
present. This relaxation
will be available till March
31, 2025.

In his closing remarks,
the Governor said since the
last policy, inflation had
been on the upside, while
there had been a modera-
tion in growth. “According-
ly, the MPC has adopted a
prudent and cautious ap-
proach in this meeting to
wait for better visibility on
the growth and inflation
outlook.”

STAYING THE COURSE
» PAGE 6



The Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934 (RBI Act) has been amended by the Finance Act, 2016 to provide
for a statutory and institutionalized framework for an MPC.

Under Section 457B of the amended RBI Act, 1934, the central government is empowered to constitute
a six-member MPC.

Function: The MPC is entrusted with the task of fixing the benchmark policy rate (repo
rate) required to contain inflation within the specified target level.

faa sfafTd, 2016 ganT 9RAT Raa &« 3ffaas, 1934 (mEE b #
AT fhIT 9T § dlfeh TANAT & T v aunfaes 3R EUmTa o@r veeT Rar Sir aoh|

TMRT IR JIRVRTA, 1934 Hr 9RT 4596 & ded, g THR S O &g
THAYET 3fdd el T JATHR ¢

R AT H Afcse d6T TR & MR Farhifd o BT w2 & v smawas
§THTD Alfd &X (Y47 &) dF el T S 4T I1T &




* The MPC replaced the previous arrangement of Technical Advisory Committee.

* Composition:
 MPC will have six members: the RBI Governor (Chairperson), the RBI Deputy
Governor in charge of monetary policy, one official nominated by the RBI Board, and the
remaining three members would represent the Government of India.

* The external members hold office for a period of four years.

« THAHT & dahsilehl TollgpR TfATT HT WS cgaTar &1 T T gl
o TITAT: THUEY H B T&TT gher: RIS e (3rege), Alfge ifad & g

HRAHTS 3T MGeR, RIS OIS aRT AAT Teh ASENT 3R AT T T8I R

T{hR &l Jaafca Siar|

o« S8 ST IR T & 39 & v ug erRor g &




* The quorum for a meeting shall be four Members, at least one of whom shall be the
Governor and, in his absence, the Deputy Governor, who is the Member of the MPC.

 The MPC takes decisions based on a majority vote.In case of a tie, the RBI
governor will have the second or casting vote.

* The decisionof the MPC would be binding on the RBI.

- fReT 9o & fOIT FRA IR &I FHT gHN, Tad & FA T FH Teh e
B9 3 3qh ITUiEAfa A f3ed araeie, St TAWE T FeEg gl & TAO
JgHd & YR W A0 odr 81 sued &1 fufd 7 3IRAHE 9]k & 9
GIRT AT AU dlc glm| AW & Ao 3RE3Ts 9 STegeRT gem|




* Repo Rate Maintained

* Repo rate unchanged at 6.5%: For the 11th consecutive bi-monthly
review, the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) kept the repo rate at
6.5%.

- Y T 6.5% W U 1147 JedR gfaaATides e H, Aliges =Aifd
AT o YA T &l 6.5% YT §ATT IQ@T|




 Growth and Inflation Outlook

* Growth forecast lowered: Economic growth for 2024-25 has been revised downward to
6.6% from an earlier projection of 7.2%.

- JEf X WS 1S 2024-25 & fav 3 gef& aX &1 AT 7.2% 4
T 6.6% ThdT 1T

* Retail inflation projected at 4.8%: Higher food inflation is expected to linger due to
adverse weather conditions and geopolitical uncertainties.

- GaU AGERITT 4.8% T 3epATA: qﬁwmsﬂt%ﬂaﬁﬁa
FARTIATIHT & FROT Wed HGEHIT T g3




» Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) Changes

* CRR cut by 50 basis points: CRR has been reduced to 4% after a gap
of nearly four years to boost liquidity.

e CRRH 50 TR 3 T Feldl: diddr gl o ToIT I IR ATl
dI¢ CRRT 4% e AT 17|

* This move will release X1.16 lakh crore into the banking system.

+ 3 HeH T SfHT yumely H 1.16 I HFUT T ey MUl




Adverse Weather and Inflation Impact

Persistent inflation has dented consumer spending and
reduced disposable incomes, affecting growth momentum.

o TEMAR SR & 3UFAT T 3R 3T T I FeATiad
forar, fSra® gefar & arfa el g3l



* Interest Rate Ceiling on Deposits

* To attract foreign deposits, interest
rate ceilings on FCNR (B) deposits
for different maturities have been
increased.

» Tacelt STATT Fr ITHFVT I &
fT FCNR (B) STATT Y TToT &3

AT 615 TS|

e -



* Policy Approach

* The MPC emphasized maintaining price stability while supporting
economic growth.

. gﬂnf\rC?fﬂmddlk’ @4 gu N AR T FATT T W
iEZIII

* A cautious approach has been adopted to monitor inflation and
growth dynamics.

- AeEHIfd R gefer & arfaeielar i HaREN & foav Jde efschior
FqaATT I B




Policy Repo Rate :6.50%

Standing Deposit

5 6.25%
Facility Rate
Marginal Standing

- :6.75%
Facility Rate
Bank Rate 6.75%
Fixed Reverse

3.35%

Repo Rate
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SC to hear plea to
reduce water level
in Mullaperiyar dam

NEW DELHL

reme Court on Fri-

day fixed in January a de-
tailed hearing of a petition
seeking to bring down the
issible water level of

to obviate the possibility of
a dam breach.
A Bench of Justices Su-

to be brought below 120 ft
man; s have
Ne-

Trump administration deserves a lot
of credit for Quad, says Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister says US. President-elect’s concerns on burden-si

Peri

was breached, “lives and
properties of five million
people of Kerala would be
ar grave risk

Dam fears
The petition has said the
limestone-and-surkhi dam

NEW DELHI

he Trmrp ademints-
o N
Slot of the credit:

rya Kant and Ujjal Bhuyy was in 1895
asked petitioner-advocate estimated lifes-
Mathews J. Nedumpara, pan of only SO years. “The
who appeared online, to  dam is 125 years old.
come and present his case  over double of its intended
n person in court - it not

Wayanad landslides
The petition filed by Mr.

it happens, it Is said thar

BMr. Jaishankar said the
stand-off with China im-

Nedumpara referred to the  the districts of Idukki, Er- | pacted the relationship
recent in Waya- Kot- the two coun-
nad which claimed over tayam will be tries, and the dis-
22 making it one e petition t, there is a
the worst natural disasters  has clatmed, The plea has | need for de-escalacion be-
in recent times. ~You have  argued that two judgment ps “there's stll a very
r: veral of the Court, in | large mumber of forces™ at
al issues. It is better you 2006 and 2014, had pre- | the border a

come to cowrt and argue
the case,” Justice Kant told
Mr. Nedumpara.

“In view of the recent
tragedy in Wayanad, the
water level of the dam has

vented the decommission-

dam construction
of a new dam in its place. It
nts were

T since its reviv-
al In 2017 has gone to the
of annual summit

Promoting diatogue: External Affairs Minister 5. Jaishaniar 3t the

“So, if 1 were to go by the
record, in fact, 1

jal

while speaking at the
it eion af the. Tadie:
Japan Forum organised by
the Ministry of External Af-

India-Japan Forum inaugural session in Ny

Deiti on Friciary. s

fairs and Ananta Centre.
“Now concerns

(raised by Donald Trump)

and those arguments ac-

concerns which President
Trump has articulated in

Quad, Mr. Jaishankar re-
ferred to different percep-
tons among various parm-
ers at different times and
said there ls no weak lnk'

in the grouping. On India-
Japan ties, Mr. Jaishaniar
said

ndia
leading to the
at Galwan where sol-
diers were killed, which
subsequently affected the

stand-off in Eastern
. and the resumption
of and access to

e
er had problems, but that
did not mean everything
always worked well.
On India’s thes with Chi-

areas would rem:
ik St skl el vie Hamcl
agreements ensure

grazing areas, the two
countries are preparing for
talks at the level of Special
Representatives very soon

nese President Xi Jinping
on the sidelines of BRICS
summit Last month.

©On Thursday, both sides
held the 32nd meeting of

Agusta scam:
SC agrees to
hear bail plea
of middleman

NEW DELHI

“The Supreme Court on Fri-
day agreed to examine a
plea for regular bail filed
by Christian Michel James,
the alleged middleman in

the AgustaWestland chop-

court
Michel relief in February

approach the trial court for
lar bail. On F ]

tice Nath d Michel's

counsel, cates Aljo Jo-

en densed.

Health issues
Mr. Joseph said Michel had
already spent six years be-
hind bars and was suffer-
ing from heath ssue
ourt assured Mr.
Joseph that the case would
come up in Janzary.

Can’t prevent
politicians
contesting Bar
elections: SC

EW DELHI

The Supreme Court of In-
dia on Friday refused to en-
tertain a petition to bar ‘ac-
ive” of

Karnataka relaxes
rules to give minority
tag to institutions

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

in a major decision, the
Karnataka government on
Friday scrapped the crite-
rion ofa number

parties from

oF froma

glections and holding of

fice in the Bar Council
india N e
2 iks

“Having persons with a

particular political ideolo-
£y heading statutory bo-
dies would affect the inde-
pendence of those bodies.”
pet r-advocate
sulan argued.
What is wrong with a
member of the Bar having
ideology? This would al-
= include political ideoto-

Jaya

has an ideology... We can-
not direct Parliament to
enact a law or something.~

minority community to

grant the religious minori-

& eag & higher educarion
irutions.

At proesent, the

admit S0% minority
students in courses
1o get the tag

minority institution status.
Law

Yechury expanded CPI(M)’s
understanding of RSS, BJP
through his writing: Karat

EW DELHL

Former Communist Party
of India (Marxist) general
secretary Sitaram Yechury
contributed to the under-

¥
Affairs Minister H.K. Patil

- present, institutions i rdance with Article
offering higher education 30 and the recommenda-
and tion of

have to provide o1 ty Commissios

to S0% of students belong- binet : approved a
ing to the minority religion  21.750-crore loan fr

to get the religious minori-
ty institurion tag. The re-

(he
World Bank for the g
Education Department to

w
the number of non-minori-

ture and quality of educa-
tion in government colleg-
es, diploma-granting

admit 50% students from

and

ties. The project would fa-

cilitate upgrading laborato-

es. ining of teachers,
curricult

skilling of knowledge for

their
ties in order to retain their

P op-
portunities.

as]
P10 leader Prakash Ka-
rat at a function to release

books written by Ye-
¥

of essays, in Hindi and En-
glish, were published pos-

Mr Karat sald the pro-
gramme of the CPHAD

adopted in 1964 had just
one sentence about the Jan

roy
added that Yechury drafted

the xecﬂon on the BJP and
the RSS saying that the BJP
was not an ordinary bour-
geols party as the “fascis-
tic” RSS guides and domi-
nates it.
“Mr. Yechury sald

demolition of Babri ‘\'zsjld

Prakash Karat, Rajus Ramachandran, Prabhat Patnaik and Ram
Rahman at the book release on Friday. SPECAL ARSANGEMENT

dent from the CPI(M) lead-
er’s writings.

Indira Gandhi Peace
Prize to be conferred
on Michelle Bachelet

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

and Developmen: for 2024
will be conferred on form-
s Chllasn: Dreaidans amd
prominent rights
e Michelle Bachelsr =
statement issued by the In-
dira Gandhi Memorial

on
The international

Securi-
O Aiaer Shiveranicas M
non.

Prabhat Pamnaik said Ye-
wrote on specific
themes. ~He is talking of
the emergence of neo-fas-
cism_ It takes centre stage
with financlal backing. The
of fas-

Ba-
cheles is one of the world's
most prominent voices for
human rights. peace.

equality. In her various
roles as the founding direc-
tor of UN Women, UN High

Michelie Bachelet

and across the world,” the

“Her personal courage
and example standing
for peace and the rights of

to
men around the world
added.

The prize honours her
work to improve gender
equality, human rights, de-

was the of the c for Human

Hindutva project. We are cannotbe disso- | Rights, and as of
eing that unfolding ciated with the support | Chile, she has

Mr. Karat said, ad-  thar it gets fre mono- | strongly for gender equali-

ding that Yechury's wide  poly capitaliem. This ks a | ty and the rights of the

all see all ov- | most vulnerable sections

Spheres. (¥ Society are evi-

we
er the world,” he said.

of the population at home

in difficult circumstances,
the statement said, also
noting her contribusions
towards fostering India’s
relations with Chile.

Cong. urges
PM to speak
to protesting
farmers

NEW DELML

Shah slams Kerala govt. for delay in
giving report on Wayanad disaster

Prime Minister N
Aodi should invite farmers
for talks, accept their de-

Kerala government's al-
leged delay in submitting
Its assessment memo re-

the Wayanad land-

(MSP) of agriculture pro- | slides.
duce and enact a law in the n o a re-
ongoing Winter Session of | quest made by Wayanad

the C. Gandhi va-

sasd on Friday.
Addressing a press con-

s occurred
on July 30, l:aus(ng signif-
cant

noc ,
adding that the farmers
should be allowed to come
to Delhi.

~Is there a ban on

dia that they cannot come
to Delhi, the country’s cap-
ftal? Anyone should be al-
lowed to come to Delhi™ he

cae
=

ment in the regtou The
has since
submitted a report estimat-
ing the recovery and re-
costs  at

AMr. Shah sald the Centre

Wayanad MP Priyanka Gandni Vadra recently met Amit Shah in New
Dethi and sought financial assistance for the district X@MAND

July 31, followed by anoth-

ing an additonal $214.68
crore from the NDRF for

ex €145.60 crace on Octob-
er 1. the
State’ Disaster Response
Fund (SDRF) holds 3782.99

crore for relief operations.
An Inter-Ministerial

Central Team (MCT) was

formed on August 2 to as-

sess the

raking . tox

ing the affected popula-
ton. To facilitate imme-
diate Mtef ﬂ)e Centre
released instal-
ment of (IdS 50 crore on

visited the affected areas
from 8 to 10. The
Kerala government submic-
ted its formal memoran-
dum on August 19, request-

relief.
As per standard proce-
dure, the Centre will re-
view the States report
through the IMCT and give
appropriate asstsrance.
said
on'X that disasiors should
not be abowt politics. “The
people of Wayanad
looking towards the State
sk Canisrl goemeiariamt
with hope, they don't need
excuses, they need urgent
help,” she said.

High Court
seeks details
of SDRF funds
and utilisation

The Hindu Bureau
xocH

The Kerala HC on Friday

I the SDRE
and its utilisation. It The
court made the observa-
tions when a suo motu case
relating to the prevention
and m: ment of natu-
ral disasters in the State

as hap)

aliocation of funds with the

Centre claiming that

uate funds had been allot-

ted and the State com-

plaining that the Centre

was not releasing the re-
funds._

Bengal court awards capital
punishment to accused in
Kultali rape and murder case

KOLKATA

A court in West Bengal on
Friday awarded the death

der). 65 (rape),
(punishment for causing
death or the victim

a vegetative state) of the

est after the

ter Mamata Banerjee
praised the police and jud-

tion and capital nish-

s b toat T pro-
secution process for this

Protesters  had  com-
plained that the police did
not take their allegations of
rape and murder seriously
at first and refused to file a
missing person report.

R.G. Kar shadow

With echoes of the rape

and murder of a doctor at

the R.G. Kar College and

Hospital two months be-

fore. the case put the State
police u:

passed the anti-rape legis-
Wi

outstanding achievement~  lation, the Aparajita Wo-
Bharatiyva Nyaya Sanhita Ms. Banerjee posted on X. man and Bill, in Sep-
(BNS), as well as The hasze-  tember. law  has
of Protection of Children for for capital pun-
al Offences Act. against women. sheadded.  lshment for conviction in a

The girl's body was dis- Kultali had erupted in  rape case resulting in the
covered on October 4, the  huge protests after the victim's death or leaving

October 30, and the judg-

OCSO con Ba
rulpur town. Chief Minis-

fled amid the protests.

them in a vegetative state.
The verdict in the Kultali

case cor
of the victim in the R.G.
Kar case await ce.




Indira Gandhi Peace
Prize to be conferred
on Michelle Bachelet

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indira Gandhi Prize
for Peace, Disarmament
and Development for 2024
will be conferred on form-
er Chilean President and
prominent human rights
voice Michelle Bachelet, a
statement issued by the In-
dira Gandhi Memorial
Trust said on Friday.

The international jury
for the award was chaired
by former National Securi-
ty Adviser Shivshankar Me-
non.

“President Michelle Ba-
chelet is one of the world’s
most prominent voices for
human rights, peace, and
equality. In her various
roles as the founding direc-
tor of UN Women, UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights, and as President of
Chile, she has spoken
strongly for gender equali-
ty and the rights of the
most vulnerable sections
of the population at home

Michelle Bachelet

and across the world,” the
statement read.

“Her personal courage
and example in standing
for peace and the rights of
marginalised people conti-
nue to inspire men and wo-
men around the world,” it
added.

The prize honours her
work to improve gender
equality, human rights, de-
mocracy and development
in difficult circumstances,
the statement said, also
noting her contributions
towards fostering India’s
relations with Chile.



Former Prime Minister, Finance

20171 Manmohan Singh b. 1932 | == India Minister, and Governor of the
Reserve Bank of India
Not-for-profit public interest
31 Centre for Science and founded _ research and advocacy
2018131l _ == India o . :
Environment 1980 organisation based in New Delhi,
India.
30 ) , , ) World renowned English
201932 Sir David Attenborough b. 1926 | Sg= United Kingdom o
broadcaster and natural historian
Pratham is an innovative not-for-
founded rofit learning organization
20211331 | Pratham == |ndia P _ e _
1995 created to improve the quality of
education based in India.
Indian Medical Association The award was for every doctor,
and The Trained Nurses _ nurse, paramedic, and workers
2022[34] o _ == |ndia _ , ,
Association of India for their selfless service during
(jointly) the COVID-19 pandemic
Awwad is an eminent peace
£023135] Ali Abu Awwad & Daniel E= State of Palestine & | activist & Maestro Barenboim is

Barenboim (jointly)

== Argentina

an Argentine-born distinguished
classical pianist




e Award Announcement

* Former Chilean President Michelle Bachelet to receive the Indira
Gandhi Peace Prize for Peace, Disarmament, and Development for
2024.

- qa el Isgufa ferer amEde @t 2024 @1 3o el eanfar EAR
gered fohar SITee|



* Jury and Citation

* The international jury for the award was chaired by Shivshankar
Menon, former National Security Adviser of India.

» REHR HT ARSI ST I ITETETAT AR & G AT &
ToeFR AGeAHT AeleT o FT|

* Michelle Bachelet is recognized for her advocacy for human rights,
peace, and gender equality globally.

- TAYS drdelc & AAIOFR, enfd 3R dffe FAEar & v 30
dRae garar & fov geafaa foear )




e Contributions

e She has served as:

Founding Director of UN Women.

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.
President of Chile.

376l JUA AT I HEUTh e, U AGMOFR Ieagad, AR
Rl &7 ISeufy & &7 & FF v g1



* Recognized for her efforts to uplift marginalized communities and
promote democracy and development in challenging circumstances.

- BRIV W U3 HAGHI H I 35 IR Hidd aRIEATIAT # e
3R e F7 d61@a1 & & TAT 3T 927Er T TS|




* Significance

 The award celebrates her personal courage and ability to inspire people across the
world.

* J§ JIERR wcmaqﬁ?m?rmsmgﬁmmﬁﬂﬁﬁaﬁﬁfﬁ?rm@f
&THAT Y AT 3T

* The statement also highlighted her efforts to strengthen India's ties with Chile.

. S F R F G AR & Gt B AT T F 34 T4 o 90
YhIRT STell ITAT|
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8 killed. dozens injured as bu
collides with tanker in U.P.

persons were killed and over two dozen
—decker bus

route to Delhi from Lucknow, sald
Amit Kumar Anand, Kannauj Superintendent of
Police. Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced
an ex gratia of €2 lakh to the next of kin of each
deceased. The Injured will get 250,000.

Two months’ stock of anti-TB

Gyanvapi mosque committee
opposes petitions against
Places of Worship Act of 1991

n\r.l.l)d:n
cannot entertain claims that stem frum .lcuuns of Mughals against Hindu phab of worship

NEW DELHI

enac
of Worship (5

vapi mosque management
has argued in the Supreme
Court.

management

hor

Bomct i the Avodhya judg-
usvocall

the law will lead to more disputes

sions) Act of 1991, the Gyan-

The Gynavapl mosque
referred to

Constitution atert: Sec

ment had

drugs available. says Centre

India has sufficient stock of all essential
anti-tuberculosts drugs under the National

for more
than 3 Minisery said on
Fr that adequate me had

actions of the Mughal rul-
ers against Hindu places of
vrorship in & court of law
today. Rhetor

Secking a sort of retribu.
tion against the perceived
acts of previous rulers can-
not be made a basis for a
constitutional challenge, it
contended.

The Ramjanmabhoomi
judgment had observed
that “for any person who
seeks solace or recourse

against the actions of any
r of ancient rulers,
the law is not the answer~.

< of Man-
ent, Anjuman Inteza-
mia Masajid

by Hindu plaintifs
seeking right to worship
‘within the structure, claim-
ing it as an old temple.

The mosque manage-
ment wants to have its say
against petitions challeng.
ihg the Places of Worship

it adds that

dhya verdict held

curity personnel stand guard putilla s Shakk Sama
Masidin Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh, on Friday

Act, 1991 The four-year-old

India Sanjiv Xhanna
most of this week, but d.ld
e coesa o
petitioners have
blamed the 1551 Lo of bac.
ring Hindus, Jains,
hists and Sikhs from 2
proaching  courts
bt el places OF
wnmh!p which were “in-
vaded" and “encroached”
mentalist
barbaric ivaders™.
e Centre, despite as-

;s yet to file 1s
the

places of worship across
faiths as they had existed
on Independence day.

In its appl!cz!lbn. filed
ough

= sealding
the case,

mosque
challenge under Article 32
of the Constitution t a le-

Celebrating northeast: Prime Mnister Narendra Mod at the
Inauguration of the Ashealaikshmi Manotsay in New Dedhi =T

India’s growth story
will encompass
northeast India: PM

ng the event as a
first of its kind, Mr. Modi
sald the festval would
Prime Minister Narendra open the doors to huge in-
Mods on Friday PP in

NEW DELHI

rutionality of its provisions.
management
submitted that the 1991 Act

e fature of

in 'Sambhai fol
parte proceedings resulting
f the

ferring to the violence
lowing ex

masque
ivalidating the 1991 Act

would mean the rise of
such disputes across the
country.

West-centric period.
century belonged to

the East, more specifically  ditional arts, crafts, and

Asia and India. e ex- cultural practices.

pressed his firm belief that . Modi said the first

in the times to come, In- Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav

di’s growsh story would  would display the pocential

encompass eastern of the northeastern States
e thena i o the

Centre to develop four new
tourist destinations in J&K
with help from World Bank

Buoyed by the increase in
tourist foocfall in Jammu

™
ment Is planning o deve-
lop four new destinations
with financial and techni-
om the World
Bank. Kokernag in Anant-
nag district, Baradari in
Reasi district, Bhadarwah
in Doda, and Doodhpathri
in Budgam are the four
sites which have been cho-

Midden spots: A tourist taking 2 pony ride to reach Shabganga river
in district. SPECw

sen to be with
world  class  tourist
nfrastructure.

Pprojects are being

“The

developed as a joint ven-
ture between The World
Bank, Jammu and Kashmir
Government and  the
Centre.” a senior official in
the Union Tourism Minis-
try said. The destinations
were finalised last month

and Katra Vaishno Devi
and are some of the fa-
mous

Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation
wins global award

NEW DELHI

India has bagged the Inter-
national Soctal Security As-
sociation’s Good Practice
Award for Asia and Pacific

for this year for five servic-
es pr by the Em-
ployees” Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO).

ISSA  president Mo-
ham Az present-

curity Forum held in Ri-
. Saudi Arabia, earlier

partner. It would akso help
in the the

ourist
in Jammu and Kashmir at
present. According to offi-
cial estimates, Jammu
Kashmir recorded 1.2 mil-
Lion tourists arrivals in the
first half of 2024.
development of

handicrafts tndustry. The
World Bank team frst visit-
ed Jammu an: rin
September.

Unson Tourism Ministry
officlals sad as far as Jam-
mu and Kashmir is con-

duct of e-proceedings, oul
reach programme aum
Aapke NVikar, running mul-
tilingual

Ecprocecdings to
defaul e yers,
award

“Digital and non-digital
communication strategy is
being adopted for efficient

and dmely communica-
ton,” the Union
i i & release
on Thurs

k"D uses webt-

nars, short message ser-
vice and e-mails, social me-

New norms for pilots can be
implemented from July next
year;, DGCA tells Delhi HC

68 Chandra

NEW DELHI

‘The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) in-
formed the Delhi High
Court on Friday that the

and communicate with

stakeholders.
E-proceedings, such as

conducting fudicial pro.

pilots from 36 hours to 48

s as well as reduced
their night-time fying.
They were to be imple-
mented from june 2024,
but following opposition
from airlines, the regulator
put the ru.les in abeyance

The rules were notified in
January this year but kept in
abeyance

the Indian Pilots’

have pressed for wider in-
dustry consultations as
well as Indicated that the
new norms result in
reduced salaries for pilots
who operate narrow-body
planes, because of 2 reduc
fon in fying hours. The
next hearing is on January

'n is the considered
of the regulator, along
wuh the Ministry,

ke 5t Mxo.m:l
drems opesational con-
straints, the readiness of

Guild,

The court told the implementation,”

DGCA to d tional  Solicitor- Genera.l
eting with Alr Al v -

india and pilot bodies ing f ”satd,

said interests on all sides
needed to be balanced, in-

Sl £ Wt REGE ekagn. “tEabe So ma it e | cariaek Fum foen weaikAbia™ | iakloc ehianisat K tvia o ployers. have also bean | - White hearing a writ pa-: ki roecistion mestings  cMating those of pasee-
tion visited the State. tinations, the World Bank on re- for the award, tition filed by the Feder: have already taken place gers and the aviation
rveasa ty. celved appreciation. the Ministry said. ton of Indian Pilots u-u’)‘ where Alr Indla is leafnt 1o sector.
= SUDOKU

Gset by

Acress
1 Quite different - otherwise Samos American base is sient
1

10 Peers at the ground (5)
21 Viclent mob, actve and sggressive 19)

12 Now beginning to cut cost, not oppozed to 3 place of learning
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Marstime hazard reported, 1 see sea bird heading west {T)
Mozt of the &uit is for the monkey (7}
Tempts with three Guarters covered part-reucted (7]
Shameinss in supectraman cutput, thers & a marked rise (3-2)
A noble uzed to keep fancy car in the city iS)
Like 2 piece of pizza - arder only with zome money (9]
Gradual illumination cn both sides, time to zhine {5}

- Romeo, be g Lty 13

Greese in the past Ske 11 (5}
me

Beitish weather, 3y close to the country 3t war [T)
In euery survey both sides express their views on this furnaure
@,
Lucky charm - Mie goes for a tie (5]
A land mine blast - you get zone (3}
“Lost in the micdie” - Another name for  Japanese city 5]
Compiaint from hustbiand caught in unmarried <irche (7)
Such tall growth wil halk passenges movement (8.5}
Blockbuzter drugs? (13}
Honouring none - ordered fancy jeweliery 19)
Essentiay sent twice 1o protect - he got uzed to psychedslic
drug (91
Restrain him, one has left {7)
One not smterested in a gatherng (7)
Place to have fight - lock for a prey (5]
Bang goes from gun barrel - shot the king (S)
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Greatness of Guru’s grace

If people undertake good deeds, God bestows His bless-
ings by helping them ges the companionship of good Ach-
u)as Sri Rama; aid in a discourse d
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Prahlada says husar g et ficar s af thes
scribed for devotion. Srimad Bhagavatham says
Tikshit dertved divine blessings by listening to sage Sukha.
Sage Yagnya Valkya sz,-s in Bri lhadalan)n Upanishad that
hearing is a 1f- Uthuk-
kadu Venkata Kavi says n«mng 'is impassible through lis-
tening to the story of God.

A verse in Swetasvatara Upanishad says (yasya deve pa-
ra bhakt that a person showing devorion to God will get
more clarifications on sastras by showing the same to his
Guru. Samt Thiruvalluvar says listening is the wealth of
wealth and the greatest of all wealth (sefvathul Selvam —
kural 411). Chandokya Upanishad narrates Guru's great-
ness through the story of a disciple called Upakosalan. He
rendered for 12 years the service of protecting three Agni-
knundas for the performance of homas and pleased with ir,
the thry deities, satisfied with the service to his Gu-
ru, tavght Upakosalan about selfrealisation and asked
him to hear further from the Guru. The Guru Jabali was
delighted and taught him all the vidyas.

Without Gurukrupa, there are no blessings from God.
Without God's blessings, there is no devotion: without de-
wvotion, dmm Is no iberation. Without liberation, them is
Guru's blessi

no peace . Goddess
halakshmi will not shower her grace. -Gt Al lllal)tl
Thiru Arul Mat”.

Amx

—+




Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation
wins global award

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India has bagged the Inter-
national Social Security As-
sociation’s Good Practice
Award for Asia and Pacific
for this year for five servic-
es provided by the Em-
ployees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO).

ISSA president Mo-
hammed Azman present-
ed the award to the EPFO
at the Regional Social Se-
curity Forum held in Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia, earlier
this week.

The EPFO received five
Certificates of Merit for
running “efficient” com-
munication channels, con-
duct of e-proceedings, out-
reach programme Nidhi
Aapke Nikat, running mul-
tilingual call centres, and
the initiative Prayaas for
pension order delivery.

The different communi-
cation channels in use to
reach stakeholders re-
ceived appreciation.

E-proceedings to
determine dues from
defaulting employers,
have also been
considered for the
award

“Digital and non-digital
communication strategy is
being adopted for efficient
and timely communica-
tion,” the Union Labour
Ministry said in a release
on Thursday.

The EPFO uses webi-
nars, short message ser-
vice and e-mails, social me-
dia, information education
communication  videos
and camps under Nidhi
Aapke Nikat to educate
and communicate with
stakeholders.

E-proceedings, such as
conducting judicial pro-
ceedings to determine
dues from defaulting em-
ployers, have also been
considered for the award,
the Ministry said.

Employees Provident Fund
Organisation

FaR yfasg fAfg e

Organisation overview
Formed 4 March 1952

Jurisdiction India

Headquarters  Bhavishya Nidhi Bhawan,
14, Bhikaiji Cama Place,

New Delhi
Organisation Ramesh Krishnamurthi,
executive CPFC
Parent Ministry of Labour and
department Employment, Government of
India
Parent Central Board of Trustees

Organisation (CBT)



* |n employer contribution of 12%, 8.33% transfer to EPS
(Employee Pension Scheme) and 3.67% transfer to EPF
(Employee Provident Fund).

« Over and above, employer has to bear 0.50% as administrative
charges on EPF and 0.50% as EDLI (employer’s Deposit linked
Insurance) Charges.

« S0 employer has to bear total 13% of basic wage



COMPANY NAME

Address
Sa1ary Slip for the Month of: March 2022

Employee Name | Total Days 30
Employee Details N LOPS 4
Employee ID Paid Days 26
Grade Bank name
Designation | A/c no.
Department T S S
Earnings =~ Actual salary Earnings (Rs) Deductions = Amount (Rs)
Basic wage | 14400 12480 EPF 1498
House Rent Allowances 5760 4992 ESI / Health Insurance 0
Conveyance Allowances 600 1387 Professional Tax
Medical Allowances 1250 1083 Loan Recovery
other ATiowances Sos0 " e B
Total Earnings | 27733 Total Deductions 1498

Net Payable 26236

(amount in words)

...................................... Authorized signatory =~~~ .~~~ .~ Employee Signature




 Achievement

* EPFO has won the International
Social Security Association's Good O
Practice Award for Asia and Pacific

in 2023.

o SAUH3N Fr 2023 H FRTSET
FAToIS & §9 & iR 3R
qan?raﬁsr%mm-s'ﬁﬁar
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* The award was presented by ISSA President Mohammed Azman
during the Regional Social Security Forum held in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia.dg JIEDIY T3 3T & I 3-11'&’!'1%?[

mmﬁm$ﬁ?HH@Wﬂ?mﬂﬂm




Recognized Services

Efficient communication channels.

AT IR Udal & T

Conduct of e-proceedings.

¢ S-HAIRT & Tl & foIT|

Outreach programme Nidhi Aapke Nikat.

33T FRIGH A 39 e & AT

Multilingual call centres.

-Wﬁaﬁa%ﬁvl

Initiative Prayaas for pension order delivery.

o U AT TaRUT & foIT Ugel TamT|




EPFO uses:

Webinars, short messages, emails, and social media for communication.

o AfSAR, THTATY, SH, 3R Arerer HfSTT &1 39T ST gl

Information campaigns under Nidhi Aapke Nikat.
o Af 3Tad Awe FEHA F dTgd IATPRT AT




e E-proceedings help determine dues from defaulting employers.

* S-HRIATET Sthiee &l dlel [AIIFATHT & Fhram A e
A H FAGE Pl gl

* The Ministry highlighted EPFO's adoption of digital and non-digital
strategies for efficient communication.

- FATT o RBfored 3y R-Bfeead wEifaat a1 3raqaes & QT
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Centre to develop four new
tourist destinations in J&K
with help from World Bank

Sreeparna Chakrab:
NEW DELHI

Buoyed by the increase in
tourist footfall in Jammu
and Kashmir, the govern-
ment is planning to deve-
lop four new destinations
with financial and techni-
cal help from the World
Bank. Kokernag in Anant-
nag district, Baradari in
Reasi district, Bhadarwah
in Doda, and Doodhpathri
in Budgam are the four
sites which have been cho-
sen to be developed with
world class tourist
infrastructure.

“The projects are being
developed as a joint ven-
ture between The World
Bank, Jammu and Kashmir
Government and the
Centre,” a senior official in
the Union Tourism Minis-
try said. The destinations
were finalised last month
after a World Bank delega-
tion visited the State.

Gulmarg, Pahalgam,

Hidden spots: A tourist taking a pony ride to reach Shaliganga river
in Doodhpathri in Budgam district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

and Katra Vaishno Devi
and are some of the fa-
mous tourist destinations
in Jammu and Kashmir at
present. According to offi-
cial estimates, Jammu and
Kashmir recorded 1.2 mil-
lion tourists arrivals in the
first half of 2024.

For development of
these four new tourist des-
tinations, the World Bank
would essentially serve as a

primarily knowledge
partner. It would also help
in the promotion of the
handicrafts industry. The
World Bank team first visit-
ed Jammu and Kashmir in
September.

Union Tourism Ministry
officials said as far as Jam-
mu and Kashmir is con-
cerned, the focus would be
on ecological sustainabili-

ty.




Tourist Destinations:Four locations have been identified for development:

e Kokernag in Anantnag district.

e Baradari in Reasi district.

e Bhadarwah in Doda district.

e Doodhpathri in Budgam district.

¥ IR T fQRaEdT e A e & @1y [Afad fev e

o 3T fSTer 7 PIHLAT
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e Collaboration with the World Bank

* The project is a joint venture involving:

* The World Bank, the Government of Jammu and Kashmir, and the Central
Government.

+ Ig IRANST TaF deh, FTFA-HHR EHR, 3N hg WHR & &

Ueh GIFd 3UhH &

* The World Bank will act as a knowledge partner and assist in
promoting the handicrafts industry.

- f92g d T AT HENER & &7 A FI HWM IR gEARICT Serar
Sl JTdaT &d H HAGE HhIM|




Tourism Growth in J&K

Tourist Footfall:

e Jammu and Kashmir recorded 1.2 million tourist arrivals in the first half of 2024.

-2024$m%ﬂﬁﬁﬁaﬂ3ﬂ?wmﬁ1.zmqﬂwq§ﬁl

Popular destinations such as Gulmarg, Pahalgam, and Katra Vaishno Devi

attract significant tourist interest.

o A, TGNH, R HI ISUN &dl S TAT Tgel & & Alhiog &l




Focus Areas

Ecological Sustainability:

e The Union Tourism Ministry aims to ensure the development aligns with ecological
sustainability.

e FAT YT HATAT YITGRONT TEAAT I WATHST & T &

Handicrafts Promotion:

e The project will promote Jammu and Kashmir's handicrafts industry as a key feature.

o TRAISTAT TFH-HIHR & FEARICT 3CANT I Fomal &of W Y g gref|



World Bank Involvement

A World Bank delegation visited Jammu and Kashmir
in September to finalize the project.

o [A29 deh & gfafAfEHAST A AdsR & g & 3faa
&G &ol & fIU ST 3 FRAR A1 RT fona




In 2022, the top five Indian states with the highest number of Top 5 States by Foreign Tourist Visits in 2023:

domestic tourist visits were: 1. Maharashtra: 3,387,739 foreign tourists

1. Uttar Pradesh: 317.91 million visits 9 Gujarat: 2 806,871 foreign tourists

2. Tamil Nadu: 218.58 million visits

3. West Bengal: 2,706,942 foreign tourists
3. Andhra Pradesh

4. Delhi: 1,828,116 foreign tourists

4. Karnataka

5. Maharashtra 5. Rajasthan: 1,699,869 foreign tourists




U,

SThelndian EXPRESS

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2024, NEW DELHL LATE CITY, 24 PAGES SINCE 1932 77.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR. 112 WWW.

OPPOSES CHALLENGETO1991ACT CRR CUT TO 4%, WILL RELEASE ¥1.16 LAKH CRORE Foreign Secy going to

consequencesare — RB] holds key rate, lowers growth  Bangladesh on Dec 9
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What the collapse of France’s govt means, what happens now

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 6

PRESIDENT EMMANUEL MACRON has
vowed to stay in office until the end of his
termin 2027, defying calls for his resignation
after the minority government of Prime
Minister Michel Barnier collapsed in dramatic
fashion in a historic vote in France’s National
Assembly on Wednesday.
Barnier, a veteran conserva-
tive who was appointed to the
post by Macron only in

GLOBAL

Vote of no-confidence

The no-confidence vote was meant to
convey parliament’s rejection of the govern-
ment’s budget proposals. The draft aimed to
cut government spending by measures in-
cluding reining in pensions, and save around
€60 billion through austerity measures.

However, it was unpopular among par-
ties on both the left and the right. Support
from either of these two parliamentary
groups was essential for the
government to survive, since
none of the three major polit-
ical blocs — the left-wing, the

September, has become the
shortest-serving prime minister of the
French Fifth Republic that began in 1958.

The vote of no-confidence came amid dis-
agreementsamong parties about government
spending, but is linked to deeper issues in
French politics that became evident following
the snap election that Macron called in June.

Here is what to know about the political
crisis in the world’s seventh-largest econ-
omy, and what happens next.

right-wing, and Barnier’s cen-
tre-right — have a majority.

Anticipating a crisis, Barnier invoked
Article 49.3 of the French Constitution, which
allows the prime minister, after deliberation
by the council of ministers, to force a Bill
through the National Assembly without a
vote, according to a report in Le Monde.

This meant the only way to prevent the
Bill from passing was for the opposition par-
ties to initiate a motion of no-confidence

French President Macron during a
televised address on Thursday. Reuters

against the government. This is what they
did, and succeeded.

Problem of cohabitation

Much of the current instability stems
from Macron'’s decision to dissolve the
National Assembly and call snap pollsin June
after right-wing parties won a significant

number of votes in the EU Parliament elec-
tions that month.

The President took a political gamble, be-
lieving that voters would be less inclined to
support those parties in national polls. At that
time, Macron’s centre-right Ensemble coali-
tion was the largest alliance in parliament,
but no group held a majority.

But instead of galvanising in favour of
Ensemble, voters favoured left-wing parties,
which won the largest number of seats. Far-
right parties, including Marine Le Pen’s
National Rally, made gains at the cost of
Macron'’s coalition.

In France’s semi-presidential, represen-
tative parliamentary democracy, the presi-
dent is empowered to appoint the prime
minister. After some delay, Macron cobbled
together a coalition with Barnier’s conserva-
tive The Republicans party.

This enraged the parties on the left, who
believed they had the people’s mandate as
the largest bloc. While there is no legal obli-
gation on the president to appoint the leader
of the largest party in parliament, leaders of

parties with popular support are generally
appointed to avoid public backlash.

Barnier’s appointment led to a situation
known as “cohabitation” in France — one in
which the prime minister and the president
belong to different parties. Periods of cohab-
itation are unusual, but not unheard of in
France — and because the two leaders rep-
resent different political agendas and views,
such periods have typically witnessed a tus-
sle between parliament and the presidentin
the passage of legislation.

What comes next?

Macron has said a new prime minister
will be named in the coming days. A few
names, mostly of centrist and centre-right
leaders such as Sébastien Lecornu, Frangois
Bayrou, and Xavier Bertrand have been
floated in the French media as possible can-
didates for the post.

Until then, Barnier will head a caretaker
government. A special law will be presented
by mid-December to enable the state to levy
taxes from next year, based on existing rules,

and avoid a government shutdown. The new
government will then prepare a budget law
for 2025.

Given the deep divisions in parliament,
there is no guarantee the new PM will not
face similar challenges. However, according
to rules under the French Constitution, the
next parliamentary elections cannot be held
until July 2025.

Marta Lorimer, a lecturer in politics at the
UK’s Cardiff University, told France 24, “What
is at stake is France’s financial stability...
France is effectively going into the new year
without a budget and no clear majority to
pass one. Although it will be possible to ex-
tend the 2024 budget to avoid a government
shutdown, this does mean that no new
measures can be introduced, be it cuts or ex-
penditures, and it is unclear how — or when
—anew budget could be passed.”

Concerns have been raised for France’s
economy and high debt as well. Rating
agency Moody's said the government’s fall
on Wednesday “reduces the likelihood of
consolidating public finances”.
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* Political Crisis in France: Collapse of Government and Future
Implications

* Background:

* President Emmanuel Macron's Minority Government:

* French President Macron vowed to continue his term until 2027 despite calls
for resignation.

* The minority government of Prime Minister Michel Barnier collapsed after a
historic no-confidence vote in the National Assembly.



* Michel Barnier's Tenure:

* Appointed by Macron in September, Barnier became the shortest-
serving PM in France's Fifth Republic (since 1958).

* His government faced internal disputes over austerity measures.



Key Developments:

No-Confidence Vote:

e Aimed at rejecting the government’s budget proposal,
including measures to save €60 billion.

e Unpopular across political parties, the vote resulted in
Barnier's government losing majority support.



* Problem of Cohabitation:

* France's semi-presidential system led to cohabitation, where the PM
and President belong to different parties.

e Barnier's conservative alignment (The Republicans) clashed with left-
wing and far-right factions.

* Political Gamble:
* Macron's coalition dissolved in June led to snap elections.

* This fragmented the parliament, benefiting far-right parties like
Marine Le Pen’s National Rally.




1.Legal Mechanisms:

1. Article 49.3 of the French Constitution allowed Barnier to bypass parliamentary
approval for the budget.

2. This triggered widespread criticism and a motion of no-confidence.



e What Comes Next:

am Caretaker Government:

e Barnier will head a caretaker government temporarily.
e A special Bill will levy taxes for the next year under existing rules.

= Appointment of New PM:

e Macron is set to name a new Prime Minister soon, with centrists and
conservatives as potential candidates.




Financial Stability at Stake:

e France enters the new year without a clear budget or majority to pass one.
e Moody’s downgraded France's financial outlook, citing rising debt concerns.

Challenges Ahead:

Economic Implications:

e Lack of new measures could hinder France’s economic recovery.
e France’s financial credibility faces risks from high debt and the absence of a budget.

Future Elections:

e French parliamentary elections cannot be held before July 2025 under constitutional
rules.
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* India and Slovenia have announced the finalization of a Programme of
Co-operation (PoC) for the period 2024-2029.

 About

* The India-Slovenia partnership, rooted in a 1995 agreement, has
grown through programs such as the Joint Working Group on
Scientific and Technological Cooperation.

* The PoC will open up opportunities for joint research in
transformative fields such as hydrogen technologies and sustainable
innovation, while also facilitating greater academic exchange.



Marburg Virus |
Disease (MVD)



A deadly outbreak of Marburg Virus Disease (MVD), often called the ‘bleeding eye disease’,
has emerged in Rwanda, Africa.

About MVD (also known as Marburg Haemorrhagic Fever)

Ebola’s Twin: MVD belongs to the filovirus family, like Ebola.

e Both cause rare but severe outbreaks with high fatality rates.

Origin: First outbreak occurred in Marburg, Germany (1967).

e Subsequent outbreaks reported across Africa, including Tanzania, Ghana, and now Rwanda



Transmission: Rousettus aegyptiacus, a fruit bat species, is the natural

reservoilr.

e Virus spreads to humans from infected fruit bats.
e Human-to-human transmission occurs through contact with infected bodily fluids

Symptoms: Severe headache, Pain, Bleeding from eyes, gums, nose

Diagnosis and Treatment: Diagnosed using ELISA or RT-PCR tests.

e No approved vaccines or specific antivirals, only supportive care.



National Legal Metrology Portal
(eMaap)



* The Department of Consumer Affairs, is developing the National Legal
Metrology Portal (eMaap).

 About

* Aim: To integrate State Legal Metrology Departments and their
portals into a unified National System.

* To streamline processes for issuing licenses, conducting verifications and
managing enforcement and compliance






The Union government recently launched the Anna Chakra and the Subsidy Claim
Application for NFSA (SCAN) portal, ushering in reforms to modernize the Public
Distribution System (PDS) and streamline subsidy claim processes.

What is Anna Chakra?

It is developed by the Department of Food and Public Distribution in collaboration with
the World Food Programme (WFP) and IIT Delhi’s Foundation for Innovation and
Technology Transfer (FITT).

It employs advanced algorithms to optimize food grain movement across the supply
chain, involving farmers, transporters, warehouses, and Fair Price Shops (FPS).



e SCAN Portal

* The Subsidy Claim Application for NFSA (SCAN) Portal aims to simplify
and expedite the subsidy claim process for states under the NFSA.

* Key features include:

* Single-Window Submission: Ensures streamlined claim submission by states.

* Automated Workflow: Rule-based automation of claim scrutiny, approval,
and settlement.

 Efficiency in Subsidy Settlement: Enables real-time monitoring and reduces
delays in fund disbursal.






* World Soil Day, celebrated annually on December 5, raises global
awareness about the critical role of soil in sustaining life.

* World Soil Day

* Background: The concept of World Soil Day was introduced by
the International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) in 2002.



* The FAO Conference unanimously endorsed World Soil Day in June 2013 and
in December 2013, the UN General Assembly responded by designating 5
December 2014 as the first official World Soil Day.

* Theme for 2024: Caring for Soils: Measure, Monitor, Manage.



 Global Initiatives

* Global Soil Partnership (GSP): It is an FAO-led initiative to improve
global soil governance and promote sustainable soil management.

* United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD): It
works to prevent land degradation and promote sustainable land
management globally.

* |t has a pledge for land degradation neutrality (LDN) by 2030.

* 4 per 1000 Initiative: It aims to increase soil carbon stocks by 0.4%
annually to combat climate change and enhance soil health.



* Myth: Shaving makes your hair
grow back thicker and darker.

Burst: Shaving doesn’t change the
thickness or color of your hair. It
might feel coarser because shaving
cuts hair at the surface, leaving it
with a blunt tip, which feels rougher
as it grows back.
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