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“Either you run the day
or the day runs you.

—Jim Rohn.
/
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Co-livinmg:
a hic with

Amid rising rental costs and
busy lifestyles, more indian
professionals opt for the ease
of co-living, a méans to combat
the loneliness epidemic

Australia has India
on the matin the
second Test

Kash Patel: Donald
Trump’s die-hard
loyalist
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leaders agree on a
plastic ban?
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SP to quit MVA
over post on
Babri Masjid

MUMBAL
Samajwack Party (SP) MUA
Abu Azmi said on Saturday
that the party would quit the
Opposition Maha Vikas Aghack
(MwA) in shira, citing 3
controversial social media post
on Babri Masjkl by a close aide
of Shiv Sen; leader
Uddhav Thackeray. » PAGE 3

.P. bans pr

Special Bench to hear Places of Worship Act case

Thre

NEW DELHI

hief Justice of India

Sanjiv Khanna has
constituted a Spe-

cial Bench to hear petitions
of

will be he: by Chief Jus-
tice Khanna, and also in-
clude Justices Sanjay Ku-

mar and K.V. Vi
first_hearing of
cose fn acherhaled | lor 330

by government
staff for 6 h

p.m. on D
The loting of the case

SC Bench headed by Chief Justi
first hearing fixed on Dec. 12; grievanc

es’

before the newly formed
Special Bench was
in the causelist published
by the court on Saturday.
¢ The case involves a slew
the

v Khanna to look into

Ulama-i-Hind, however,
have countered it.

They say that these peti-

in the guise of public

Ieg:n.lﬂy of the 1991 Act
The petitioners, includ-
ing advocate Ashwini Ku-
mar Upadhyay, blame the
1991 law for barring
dus, Jains, and

it of fraternicy and secula-
virtues from the
Preamble of the Constitu-
tion, as well as parts of the
~ of the

sikhs from approaching
courts to “re-claim” their
places of worship which
were allegedly “invaded~
and “enc by
“fundamentalist barbaric
invaders

Auslim  organisadons
such as the All India Mus-
lim Personal Law
(AIMPLB) and the jamiat

Constitution, through pro-
tection of the religious cha-
racter of religious places.

Ayodhya verdict
The AIMPLE pointed out
the Ayodhya
had observed

our history and to the fu-
ture of the nation.... In pre-

of worshi

Act’'s ambit

The Places of Worship (Special Provisio
the comversicn of el

the rules 1o preve
SECTION 2(€) et

i, mosque.

ather

1

[
Eye of the stor:
sought to ints

he Gyanuap: mosque committee has also
e in the challenge aganst the 1991 Act.

Act, 1991 tays down

§ =womoin < uoam

serving the character of
places of public worship.
Parliament has mandated

in no uncertain terms that
history and frs wrongs shall
not be used as instruments

against Mughal rulers not a valid ground to challenge validity of a legislative enactment, says group rep

to oppress the present and
the future
The Gyanvapi mosque

management committee
has also sought to inter-
vene in the challes

nge

against the 1991 Act in the
top court.

The Gyanvapl m is

a the centre of ple ci-

il suits by Hindu plaintiffs

port
EY ancient rulers of the
Mughal period cannot be
grounds for challenging

the validity of a legislative
enactment like the Places
of Worship (Special Provi-
stons) Act.

Centre stays silent
The Union government has

lipped so
file a counter-affidavit in
the ing  challenge
against the 1991 Act.

The constitution of the
Special Bench and listing

case on a speclﬁc

da) by the top
come amidst lrenexlc ot
cial intervent
courts

civil suits chal
origins character of
mosques.

LUCKNOW

the power 1o arrest employees
violating its provisions, without
2 warant. » PAGE 2

impeachment an Saturday
ower his brief declaration of
martial law, after lawrnakers

FPrage protests outside the
parliament. » PAGE 12

‘Healthy India, Happy India’

Director, The Hindu Group; GV. Sampath, Founder and Chaiman, Nanuui
and R Ganani, LV Navneeth, CEO, The Hindu Group. <

SuBbramanian, Sumimungan

Myanmar fisherfolk
rescued off T.N. coast

rescued Off the Tamil Madt coast. SPECHL APRAMGEMENT

NAGAPATTINAM

Four Myanmar fishermen,

ho were stranded at sea
for nearly three weeks,
were rescued by the Indian

agapattinam port
in Tamil Nadu on Friday
moming.

The fishermen, who on-

evere weather condi-

This traditional fishing
met . common in Bo-
gale, involves fishermen
stay the raft for days
before returning to the

- >
snaruvi

o e R
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Depuy Chict Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin launching the campaign on Saturdey. Also soen are M. Rarm,

SRINAGAR

he uniquel
multitered and
broad-sloped roofs
of mosques in Kashmir are
set to be part of an
ambitious to

ues in Kashmir,
under the mmp “Pm

Surya
hotee) Muft nun Yojana
{free electricity scheme)®
to the generation of
electricity in a region that

ed roofs of these
Atal Dulloo has given the nud to indude mhglou; places under PM 'sur\-u Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana

Haspitats; Ministers Ma

campaign begins

VELLORE
~Healthy India, Happy In-
dia~, a joint initiative of
The Hindu and N. Hos-
pitals, Vellore, to bufld
awareness on preventive

healthcare, was inaugurat-
ed by Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Udhayanidhi Stalin on
sa

He appreciated the part-
nership to take the mes-

on health to people.

elecrical engineer. feels
the initlative could be a

are ideal for

Ambitious plan: With there being a mosque In every locasty,
Kashmir has 2 great potential for solar generation

A NISSAR

nighe, can easily bec
selfsufficient in the

ome

nger. “It

Thuge potential, given that

no load requirement at

d supply
surplus electricity to the

electric

icy.” he said.

ture a series of 15 wel

binars

the twin burden of
and sleep.

stress

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE &

Their unique architecture gives mosques
in Kashmir Valley a place in the sun

Broad-sl

: Chief Secretary

told The Hindu that

ue caretakers were
reluctant due to the low
subsidy.

Syrian rebel

Agence

Gaining ground: Rebel fighters on a Motorcycte in Homs, after

Militants ‘close i
on Damascus; Syria
denies Army retreat

India

BEIRUT

tslamist militants on a
lighning advance through
Syria said on Sai v they
have begun to encircle Da-
mascus sovernment
forces densed they had
withdrawn from a»
the capital.
have the f1

of encircling the capital,
Dam.

ascus,” said militant
commander Hassan Abdel
Chant, with the idlamisc-

led alliance that launched
the offensive.
The Defence ‘\ﬁnlsr.r)
flatly denied the Army had
ts positions. “There is
o it meven claiming
our armed forces, present
in all areas of the Damas-

cus countryside, have
withdrawn,” it said.
Earlier, a war monit

are not
Income generating units.
needs h! Ading

mosques.
party to invest in sharing
and selling surplus

energy” Mr. Abmad
added.

as
forces fell back in the face
of the

bels were within 20 km of

citizens to avoid
travelling to Syria

NEW DELHI

so pulling out of towns as
liztle as 10 kilometres from
Damascus. Abdel Ghani
said earlier that “our forces
were able to control the
Saasaa Gsecurity) branch in
the Damascus countryside.

The advance towards the

the city of
The astounding rebel

even more m

lan
Heights. The monitor sasd
government forces were al-

" broughs the fsla-
misc gm p Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham (HTS) and its allies to

frozen.

MORE REPORTS ON
*PAGES S & 12




Special Bench to hear Places of Worship Act case

Three-judge SC Bench headed by Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna to look into petitions seeking to ‘Teclaim’ places of worship allegedly ‘encroached’ by ‘fundamentalist invaders’;

first hearing fixed on Dec. 12; ‘grievances’ against Mughal rulers not a valid ground to challenge validity of a legislative enactment, says group representing Gyanvapi mosque

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

hief Justice of India
C Sanjiv Khanna has
constituted a Spe-
cial Bench to hear petitions
challenging the validity of
the Places of Worship (Spe-
cial Provisions) Act of 1991,
a statute that has protected
the identity and character
of religious sites as they ex-
isted on August 15, 1947.
The three-judge Bench
will be headed by Chief Jus-
tice Khanna, and also in-
clude Justices Sanjay Ku-
mar and K.V. Viswanathan.
The first hearing of the
case is scheduled for 3.30
p-m. on December 12.
The listing of the case

before the newly formed
Special Bench was shown
in the causelist published
by the court on Saturday.

The case involves a slew
of petitions challenging the
legality of the 1991 Act.

The petitioners, includ-
ing advocate Ashwini Ku-
mar Upadhyay, blame the
1991 law for barring Hin-
dus, Jains, Buddhists, and
Sikhs from approaching
courts to “re-claim” their
places of worship which
were allegedly “invaded”
and “encroached” upon by
“fundamentalist barbaric
invaders”.

Muslim organisations
such as the All India Mus-
lim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) and the Jamiat

Ulama-i-Hind, however,
have countered it.

They say that these peti-
tions, in the guise of public
interest petitions, cannot
challenge a Central law
which has guarded the spi-
rit of fraternity and secula-
rism, virtues from the
Preamble of the Constitu-
tion, as well as parts of the
“Basic Structure” of the
Constitution, through pro-
tection of the religious cha-
racter of religious places.

Ayodhya verdict

The AIMPLB pointed out
that even the Ayodhya
judgment had observed
that the 1991 Act spoke “to
our history and to the fu-
ture of the nation... In pre-

Act’s ambit

The Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991 lays down
the rules to prevent the conversion of religious places

SECTION 2(C) defines
‘place of worship’ to

SECTION 3 prohibits the conversion
of any place of worship

include “temple, mosque,
gurudwara, church,
monastery or any other
place of public
religious
worship...”

SECTION 4 imposes a positive
obligation to maintain the religious
character of every place of worship

as it existed on August 15, 1947

i PHOTO:R. V. MOORTHY

Eye of the storm: The Gyanvapi mosque committee has also
sought to intervene in the challenge against the 1991 Act.

serving the character of
places of public worship,
Parliament has mandated

in no uncertain terms that
history and its wrongs shall
not be used as instruments

to oppress the present and
the future”.

The Gyanvapi mosque
management committee
has also sought to inter-
vene in the challenge
against the 1991 Act in the
top court.

The Gyanvapi mosque is
at the centre of multiple ci-
vil suits by Hindu plaintiffs
claiming the presence of a
temple under the mosque,
and their right to worship.

The Anjuman Intezamia
Masajid Varanasi, which re-
presents the Gyanvapi
mosque, has argued that
rhetorical claims and “pur-
ported grievances” caused
by ancient rulers of the
Mughal period cannot be
grounds for challenging

the validity of a legislative
enactment like the Places
of Worship (Special Provi-
sions) Act.

Centre stays silent

The Union government has
chosen to remain tight-
lipped so far, promising to
file a counter-affidavit in
the pending challenge
against the 1991 Act.

The constitution of the
Special Bench and listing
of the case on a specific
day by the top court has
come amidst frenetic judi-
cial interventions by local
courts in States like Rajas-
than and Uttar Pradesh in
civil suits challenging the
origins and character of
mosques.



* Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991:Protects the identity
and character of religious sites as they existed on August 15, 1947.

- ¢TfA TG FI ggdreT 3R TI&T I 15 367Ed 1947 FHr
feafd & 3Tar gIfard & B

* Prevents the conversion of any place of worship.
o TRAT 3 3UTHAT TIST & FITAOT Pl JehdT gl

 Mandates maintaining the religious character of places of worship.

o SUTHT T & UTfHeh TAFT &l IATT IW@oY T 62T ST &l




Supreme Court Intervention/{lﬁ'@l"lﬂ' HIC HI EQ-T-I'@I'CI':

Special Bench Constitution / @Y 13 &T IS

e Headed by Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna, including Justices Sanjay Kumar and
K.V. Viswanathan.

o AR & HEY AT Holla Yool I HETETAT A, SIfeq Hog AN 3R
&.dY. Aegaras eanfae gl
e Scheduled for its first hearing on December 12, 2024, at 3:30 PM.

o Ugoll golars 12 fg@eY 2024 &1 cveY 3:30 Fof AU




Petitions Challenging the Act / 3Tffa s & ?Ifﬁ?ﬁ dal aTell ITRIHIT:

Led by advocate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay, petitioners argue:

e The Act denies Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, and Sikhs the right to reclaim places of worship
allegedly encroached upon by "fundamentalist invaders."

o FTRIRAIHT T T & o6 T8 HId B, siel, siqut 3R & & 39 well
W AT A § Uehdl § S HiAT §T § "HAAIGT AU GaNT fdshAd
feu v 9




Gyanvapi Mosque Case / FATTardl ATESIG HATHGT: At the center of multiple civil suits,
with claims of a temple beneath the mosque.

AfESIE & =i Al g1 & &1d & AU &g el HheHAl & g H|

The Gyanvapi mosque committee is seeking to intervene.

FAAATUT ATESIE Yaeel AT gEdeT eIl Igarl ¢




Muslim Organizations' Stance/ﬁm HITSAT T 3G

All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) and Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind argue:

e The Act is essential for maintaining fraternity and secularism.
o HRATATA HJed 3N UATRYETAT FTC WA & flT Ageaqul &

e History and its "wrongs" should not dictate present or future actions.

o 3fag 3R g "Tad FRE" @ gaHT IT JAST Y FRAS FT IMYUR T8 SeIaT AT

The AIMPLB cites the Ayodhya Verdict supporting the Act's historical significance.

AIMPLB & 3TeT thgel &l garar &, ot JARId & efagi@s Agca &1 AT T gl



Government's Position / G{hIX hl ¥H:

Centre's Silence / g T TIﬁ:

e Union government has not revealed its stance, promising a counter-

affidavit.

e hg TIhR o YT W TASE oAgl [haAT &, olfched SATeT
&ThaITHAT ER—IY ol &l drel fhar gl




* Broader Implications / cdT9sh YHIA:

* Reflects tensions between historical grievances and constitutional
principles.

-Qfﬁ%fgch fRIeprdr IR FduTfaes fAcurdr & oI delra &l
G I

* Balances preserving the secular fabric with addressing religious
sentiments.

» TATAYET T I FAI0 W 3R G1fdAF TG HT AT
T & ST AT |
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Show-cause
notice sent to
86 T faculty
members

KOLEATA

SP to quit MVA in
Maharashtra over
post on Babri Masjid

two MLAs — Mr.

THE HINDU

News

Fit to width

U.P. invokes ESMA,
imposes six-month
ban on protests

Maha Kumbh and other events: the

MUMBAL 3
A section of faculty mem- and Raccs Sheikh — ¢ ——
bers at the Indian Institute | The Samajwadi Party (SP) :‘m’aﬁ—m Decision comes amid the u;
on Saturday O ition calls it
s at loggerheads with the | decision to quit the Dpp(> Assembly
r ov- | sition Maha Vikas Aghadi
er the show-cause notice ©o | (MVA) in Maharashtra, cit-
86 teachers. The ri troversial post by The Samajwadi Party | LUCKNOW

arbitrary 1
it ot rre
thes at the institut

According to soumes in
the IFT, the ases began in

Four IITTA office-bear-
ers were sent show-cause
notices ling the com-
plaint and were asked to
Justify their claims. The sit-
uation became more tense
when 86 other professors
submitted anoth

by

a close aide of Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Uddhav
Thacke:

day, Shiv Sena
QURT) ML AN Narie

r shas n X
foaturing images of the Ba-
08

B Sena “foun
Thackeray: “1 am proud of
those who did this ™
The post also included
phs of Mr. Udd-
hav and his son Aaditya
Thacke:

Tay.
Reacting to the post,
sps

has two MLAS — Mr. Azmi
and Races Sheikh — in the

he Uttar Pradesh
on Sa-

Both I'nok oath on Satur-
day. while the remaining

MVA leglslators boycotted

the first day

bly's epeciat prdionly aneg-

ing misuse of

turday invoked the
Essential Services Mainte-
nance Act (ESMA),

ning gxnwmsu
employees in all State go-

and authori-

Defends party’s stance

In response, Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Bhaskar Jad-
hav defended his party’s

unit chief
Abu Azmi criticised the
Shiv Sena (UBT), saying, “1f
anyone in MVA uses

are quitting the MVA. 1am
speaking wil president
ilens Yadaw, The Cone
gress must decide whether
can align with such a

had suddenly raised the i-
sue after 31 years. Mr. Jad-
hav and several Congress
leaders accused the SP of
shifting allegiance toward
the ruling alliance.

Mr.  Azmi  further
claimed there was no effec-

coordination
the MVA during the Maha-

pow-
ers under sub-section () of
section-3 of the Urttar Pra-
gdesh  Exsencial Services
Maintenance 1966
P, Act No. 30 oF 19663,
State government pro-
hibleed strikes for a period
f six months from the
daxe of the notification,”
reads the notification is-

sued by the government.
aTme n came amid
pcoming  Maha

xumbh which Is going to
be held in the State, and
other important

rashira election.
The SP had contested eight
sears, ing two.

ves the police

The Act gl
the power to arrest the em-

Chief Minister Yog

ratic’ and suppression of employees’ rights

Rajnath to oversee
commissioning of
Tushil in Russia

NEW DELHI

The first of two stealth
missfle frigates,
Ction

missioned  during _ the
three-day visit of Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh be-
ginning on Sunday for the
215t meeting of the India-

a Inter-Governmental

and  Milic “Technical
ration ARIGC-
BI&RITC).

sian counterpart, Andrey
e

ahead of th

ployees violating the provi-

slons of the Act without a

warrant. The punishment
impr

o any person who mnstigat-
ed a strike which was ille-
gal under the Act.

e Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj on Saturday. P

awisit to

Pradesh government is an-
tipeople and ant-demo-
cratic to the core. Eve-
ryone, includi

ing

of defence, including mili-
tary-to-military and indus-
trial They will

has the rigt 1o protest.
Such a decision shows that
the present government is

ared of listening to the
grievances of any section

also exchange views on
contemporary  regional
and global issues of murual
Interest.

At slngh will travel
in Kali-

de-
sc_ribed (.hz as un-
democratic, aimed at cur-
tailing the right to protest.
“The ruling BjP-led Uttar

its own employees._ It is a

L
.~ said Anil Yadav, a

Senlor Congrass leader.

mngxnd for the mxnxnhr
sion ceremony of the fri-
gate during which he will
be accompanied by Navy

s

Rajnath Singh
chief Admiral Dinesh X.
ipachi.

in addition, he will pay
tributes at “The Tomb of
Unknown Soldier' in

an upgraded
Krivak 111 class frigate of
Project 1135.6 of which six
are already in service —
three Talwar class ships,
built at Baltsky shipyard,
St petersburg. and three
follow-on Teg class ships,
built at Yantar shipyard,
Kaliningrad. The ship's

BSF deployment moved to zero line
along Bangladesh border in Bengal

KOLEATA

The Border Security Force
has shifted the deployment

til now had to register with
o
tivate the lands.

“The:

Hons in Murs]
where there is a problem

West Sengal priSiereey e er—— Bangtadesh, and it i

mann
The official said the de-
made

from three battalions —

Battalions 73, 146, and 149
of the South Bengal Fron-
tier of the BSF.

of char lands. . ‘Long

we have forces

slongthezeroline fromFa- Ky« esubllshnw said

r: to Kakmarichar.” De- e turmoil in B-lngiadesh

puty 1 r:nay have

Anil Kumar Sinha of the deplnyrnenl. Ber omcials
SF Baharampur range  said it was a long pending

told presspersons. demand of farmers in the

of the BSF.

area. Chars are pieces of
land formed of sand and
silt that appear and disap-
pear depending on the

chars  along

BSF officlals sald that
the work on surveying and

erecting fences along the
International Border will
start soon.

Better protection

tee of

‘Design phase of indigenous nuclear
attack submarines to take 4-5 years’

NEW DELHI

The design phase of the in-
digenous nuclear attack
submarines (SSN) will take
four or five years and the

of the first

has repeatedly demanded
deployment of the BSF at

zero line in the chars,
e he maver e
sald it will benefit thou-
sands

tion of our borders,” he
said.

Mr. Al sald that cwo In-
dian nationals wers

{n their fields on Septem-
e 2. Wit hagal dae

2 bardies with Ban:
Fiadean. and It i manne
by three frontiers of the
BSF.

one, building on the expe-

The third SSN leased

2 Slerwred by e wecorid
one in a couple of ye:
"The design and develop-

ment should take four or
five years, and the con-
struction  another five

Years, the sources said. An
dmemm ﬁ'om an
BN but the nce of
hundmg the latter Is help-
ful and the reactor and oth-
er specifications will be fi-
nalised ring  the
requirement of speed and
endurance that SSNs need,
the sources said.
d leased two

The third one, contracted
on lease, has seen several

N af
In%0 service in AUgUSt 2016, FILEFHITO

delays due to COVID, hold-
ing up the finalisation of
the hull that was to be re-
fun ed. It is now ct.

form a variety of tasks.
October saw two major
developments — the Cabi-

net Committee on Security
app

crore, e
dia’s fourth SSBN referred
to as S4* was launched int:
the water at the Ship Build-
ing Centre in Visakhapat-
nam, as reported earlier.

india currently has two
SSBNs in operation.

INS Arihant with a dis-

tonnes

pressurised r-water
reactor with enriched ura-
nium was comi
in August 2016

The second SSBN, INS
Arighaat (S3). ch re-

sioned Into service next
year, sources sasd.

‘Disappointing, U.S.
says in response to
BJP’s accusations

NEW DELHI

The U.S. reacted sharply

on Sax o0 the Bharati-

o Janaa Pareys G4P) alle-
ion that the U.S. State

ing the accusations and
saying they were
‘disappointing”.
In response to the series
of pasts by the BJP on X"
included accusa-
Sons that & was behind an
imvestigative reporting por-
tal Organised Crime na

Kerala panel defers release of Hema
Commiittee report’s redacted parts

“itis

that ANTHAPU!

the ruling party in India
woul make these Kinde of | The:. Seate femation
SIc) on Sa-

Son for the ULs. Embassy in

iy Geferred the
the redacted portions or

ment harassment and gender in-

pendent organisations on | equality in the Malayalam
mming that sup- | film industry.

ports from an in-

lopment and capacity | dividual against releasing

bullding training for jour-
nalists™, adding that thi

amming o
fluence the editorial deci-
sions or direction of these

sty

does not influence ed-
itorial decisions by these
organisations.

cm

. The strong

the redacted portions of
the repo

blue-pencil 29 paragraphs
the

SIC from. tahng a final call
on the marter. Several RTI
activists had moved the SIC
accusing the Kerala go-

dicate a new low in ties bet-
ween New Delhi and Wash-
ington, that have been
under a strain. The Minis-
try of External Affairs has
56 far refused to comment.

victims and alleged vioks-
tors, citing privacy issues
and’ future legal implica-

ons. er, the acti-
vists alleged that the go-

_showing

n cen-

ts of I.he report

to auegzd!y protect “high-
profile

They said the panel had
asked the government to

the
SIC's directive and arbitra-
rily expurgated 130 para-

the Justice Merma Commitee report. AILE PHOTO.

overstepping thelr brief.

The report’s “belated™
publication sparked off a
controversial reckoning of

tee report for seven years
to save influential figures in

UbF and B BJP Meorkers
singled out AMinister for
Culture Saji Cherian and
AK. Balan, a t
Party of India (Marxist)
[CPI(V)] Central commit-

and former

report and not initiating
as

by the law.
The government had

constituted a SIT to initiate

prosecusion on

gra) wis
any reason. The SIC had al-
so rebuked the

the * in the mo-
vie Lndusxr)

Peroons, Incmaing
epiving mcire, fumios ar.
tistes, performers
from other States, 1o relax
their
riences™

on comrmesiional
ial media.

of those who
depased before the Hema
Committee.

ISKCON alleges its
centre in Bangladesh
capital set on fire

KOLKATA

“A centre of the Interna-

tonal Society for Krishna

Consclousness  aSKCON)
mas set on fire In

spokesper-

s of the religious arder
said on Saturday.

shri Shy 2
Temple and the Shri Shri
Mahabhagya s -
rayan ' ated In
Dhour village, under the

isdiction of Turag Police
Station, e

. spokes-
person of ISKCON Kolkata
posted on X. He said the
fire was initiated by lifting

inside the temple were
burned down completely.
According to ISKCON,

there are more than 100

being provided to some of

the temples of the order.
Various Hindutva organ-

isations  have organised

Suvendu




Rajnath to oversee
commissioning of
Tushil in Russia

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The first of two stealth
guided missile frigates,
Tushil, under construction
in Russia, is set to be com-
missioned during the
three-day visit of Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh be-
ginning on Sunday for the
21st meeting of the India-
Russia Inter-Governmental
Commission on Military
and Military Technical
Cooperation (IRIGC-
M&MTC).

Mr. Singh and his Rus-
sian counterpart, Andrey
Belousov, will co-chair the
21st meeting of the IRIGC-
M&MTC in Moscow on De-
cember 10, a Defence Mi-
nistry statement said. “The
two leaders will review the
entire range of multi-facet-
ed relations between the
two countries in the field
of defence, including mili-
tary-to-military and indus-
trial cooperation. They will
also exchange views on
contemporary  regional
and global issues of mutual
interest.”

Mr. Singh will travel
to Yantra Shipyard in Kali-
ningrad for the commis-
sion ceremony of the fri-
gate during which he will
be accompanied by Navy

Rajnath Singh

chief Admiral Dinesh K.
Tripathi.

In addition, he will pay
tributes at ‘The Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier’ in
Moscow to honour the So-
viet soldiers killed during
the Second World War. He
will interact with members
of the Indian community.

Tushil is an upgraded
Krivak III class frigate of
Project 1135.6 of which six
are already in service —
three Talwar class ships,
built at Baltisky shipyard,
St. Petersburg, and three
follow-on Teg class ships,
built at Yantar shipyard,
Kaliningrad. The ship’s
construction was closely
monitored by an Indian
team of specialists from
the Warship Overseeing
Team stationed at Kalinin-
grad, under the aegis of the
Embassy of India, Moscow,
the Navy said in a
statement.







* Key Event / HET HCT:

* Rajnath Singh to visit Russia for the commissioning of Tushil, a
stealth guided missile frigate.

ISTATT 88 FH HT SR L3N dlih FY7, Th T MSSS
fAase Thale, T HARET g o]

* Scheduled during the 21st meeting of the India-Russia Inter-
Governmental Commission on Military and Military Technical
Cooperation (IRIGC-M&MTC). ‘

Jg ARA-§F o 3R doeiiehl TgAET -8 ATIIET
(IRIGC-M&MTC) FT 2187 d6& & ERIT B9




» Agenda of the Visit / SR T 3??'%[:

* Meeting with Russian counterpart Andrey Belousov to discuss
defence cooperation.

T HHPET 3MTg; So[dld & HY L& FgIT W =T

* Focus on military-to-military and industrial cooperation, reviewing
global issues of mutual interest.

Je-9-8eg 3N N Fgaer, @1y § aREaRE R &
dfRgeh HAeal I HHET




- Highlights of Tushil / e A A& RAAvaTT:

* An upggded Krivak Il class frigate, Project 1135.6.
3old fohdler 11T &T fThdle, Yloige 1135.61

* Built at the Kaliningrad-based Yantar Shipyard, with oversight by Indian
specialists.

Ficfasdare g Iax RQgare 7 [AfAT, ARG [AwaAr fr qExg Al

* India already operates similar ships, including three Talwar class and three Teg

lass frigates.
;?f:l [Iigsa&esi-‘l el AT SIgToll ST Hdleld Tl &, oTgH dled delaR Aol
3R AT a9 Aot & Whdre anfdAer g




« Commemorative Activities / THREP sfafafea:

* Tribute to ‘The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier’ in Moscow to honour
WWII Soviet soldiers.
Sad fava geor & Afaad A4 w1 FFATAT X & AT
AT 7 'g Ted 3ATh ¢ 3elellel Alook’ W HSETSAT|

* Interaction with the Indian community in Russia.

Wrﬁm?hzrmzras'maml




* Historical Perspective / fag s IR9e:

* India and Russia share a longstanding defence partnership, with

significant arms trade and technology transfers since the Cold War
era.

HRT 3R &F & g ofd AT & 6T d@8ien) g, Fad fid
IS FIT ¥ HgcaqV! iR AR AR Fledfalenr gEdiarol
AMTAT g

* Krivak-class ships have been integral to India's Navy since the 1990s.

fohdTeh-Foll SIgTsl 1990 & &2k { HIRA ohl 18T o
AT ToFH © o




» Geographical Context / 3lenferar A
* Kaliningrad: A strategic Russian enclave on the Baltic Sea, home to

key naval shlpyards
a:%ﬁmw PR W} EUd T WT6ifde &4 &,
STel 9 HE o_-ﬁ'\ﬁ?-IT ﬁqzré’ Tua gl

. Strengthens India's naval capabilities in the Indian Ocean region.

?Wmﬁmﬁmmﬁaﬁwqd HId]



The first frigate, INS Talwar was delivered in May 2002. The second, INS Trishul, was
delivered in November 2002 and the third, INS Tabar, in May 2003.

The Russian firm delayed the delivery of three frigates by 13 months, 7 months and
11 months respectively. The contract stipulated the levy of liquidated damages for
the delays and the same worked out to the equivalent of USS38.5 million.

This was yet to be recovered as of December 2005.




Name

Talwar

Trishul

Tabar

Teg

Tarkash

Trikand

Tushil (ex-
Butakov)

Tamala (ex-

Istomin)

Pennant

F40

F43

F44

F45

F50

=51l

Builder

Baltiysky
Zavod

Yantar
Shipyard

Yantar

Shipyard

Laid Down

10 March
1999

24 September
1999

26 May 2000

July 2007

November
2007

11 June 2008

13 July 2013

15 November
2013

Launched

Batch 1
12 May 2000

24 November
2000

25 May 2001
Batch 2

27 November
2009

23 June 2010

25 May
2011141142]

Batch 3

28 October
2021 [44]

Commissioned

18 June 2003

Mumbai
25 June 2003

19 April 2004

27 April 201239

9 November

2012140] Mumbai

29 June 201343l

9 December
2024/4°]

2025 (exp.)!*6]

Homeport

Status

Active

Active

Sea trials!??]

Under
Construction
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SRR, T.N. tops health sector with |Mobile phone

Approval granted to open 85
new Kendriva Vidvalavas: PM

Pvllne Minister Narendra Modum Satur,
takes

day said
his government n decision to
make school educarion as accessible as possible
with the Cabinet approving the opening of 55
has

m another big deciston lo ma.ke school
educmas;ccm:lbk as passible. under lhls.
85 new Kendriya Vidyalayas will be
geross the country. While this step w i et a
large number of students,

Employrsent opporiiities will also be crésted™
4. Blodi said in a poston X. He said the

was
ication to every section of Sackety - o

YouTuber Faizal Khan not
arrested: Bihar Police

Educator and YouTuber

Divisional Police Officer of the
Patna Secretariat Police Station-1, said_

Mumbai Police get message
warning of threat to Modi

The Mumbai Police on :,anuday received a
kill Prime Minister

a bomb blast to target Mr. Modi, he said. The
investigators suspect that the sender Is a mentally
disturbed person or was under the influence of
alcohol but further probe was on, the official
added.

NMDFC. DICCI sign MoU to
empower S
“The National Minorities Development and

Industry
signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) to promote

among
Comrmumities. Minoeity Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijijus said, ~This collaboration betwe

NMDFC and the DICCI ks a ﬂep
towards building an Arnanirbhar Sharat. By
promoting entrepreneurship, we are

job creators
and role models, transforming Hives and
communities across the n:

its schemes: Udhayanidhi

CM says services are bro
Ilaunches "Healthy India. Happy India a

VELLORE

amil Nadu Deputy
Chief Minister Ud-

by
Hospleals and The Hindu,
in Vel

He sdd the Health De-
partment was recentl
noured with the UN_ ln(er-

Task Force award

Iy two e people in the
State ng them
Sential health services. In

13 key
cluding health.  in
country

nir. > Udhayanidhi  said
Mr. Stalin had taken the
Health Department in the
State to the “next level by
introducing ous
schemes, 1ndudlng the

el

t to the doorste

s of people to create a significant impact: he
collaborative initiative by Naruvi Hospitals and The Hindu

2 Baim, Dirwctir of Tha Hini Sroup, preseniting s framed £ront pags of 7he Hind o Taimiltieds
Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin 3t an event in Vellore on Saturday. €. VEMRATACHAAPATIY

-Nammat
ch

fact, such proactive mea-
sures have also led to the
remarkable re of
42% in the total number of

plified only when people
and organisations such as
The Hindu and Naruvi Hos-
pitals come together to
support them,” he said.

Role model
ln his special address, N.
Director, The Hindu
Grotp Publishing Pyt Lid,
said that in the annual rat-

. Taml
topped the list of States in
the country, in

the health sector. In that

peo Navaneeth,
CEO of The Hindu Group,

Health and Family Wel-

addiction leads to
sleep deprivation’

of a gbod sleep,
should be seven or eight
hours a day, said a group of
experts on Saruy -

‘At a panel discussion tit-

Hospitals and The Hindu
here, M ony, spe-
ctalist in child and adoles-
cent mental health, said ex-
cessive of
phones is inimical to sieep.
“Mobile phone
become the

= £F -
sFnaruvi

vellore

e 3 X =1
THE HINDU
urging people to keep a di-
ake

tion,” she said. The hour-
long

nan,
Chief of Bureau (Tamil Na-
du), The Hindu.

Nt. Satish Kumar, spe-

ince
James said snoring is the
result of obstruction to the
smooth Flow of cexygen it

the hungs. is one of
the main causes of obstruc-
tive deep apnea. a condi-

n that can turn out to be

sl:lmme as it ged an  were present.
‘om the United Na- The ~Heal

e T tesin Depart- Happy India~ initiative

ment is s healt

for its initatives in non-

commul diseases.”  pillars of natiol

he noted, and lauded the The Initiative seeks to in-

efforts the DMK  spire individuals and com-

government in the health
G V founder

ir

cialist in v medi-
cine, said that the concept

w© the
health and adopt healthier
wa

and chairman of Naruvi
Hospitals, said the impor-

brighter and better future
for India. To learn more

tant partnership with The abowt the campaign, visit
Hindu would take the mes-  healthyindishappyindta.
sage of of health in

going
regular time. “Getting.

Giiring sleep and feeting
sleepy during the day is re-
ferred to as sleep fragmen-
tation — it should be avoid-
ed for better sleep hymiene
with less stress.” he said,

Mary Kurlen, an otorhi-

nolaryngologist, spoke of

the physiclogical causes

thas cmse shoring ameng
nd prevent

Relatives of women, children killed in Jiribam
violence seek death penalty for perpetrators

NEW DELHI

Family members of the six
women and children from
the Meitel community ab-
ducted and murdered in
Manipur-s Jiribam district

der the Law.
dhiya Begum,
of the victims Telem Thoibi
Lai: iton-
bi Dewvi, asked, “What
could fmnocent en

called for the death penal-
y against the persons res-
ponsn:le Tor the Killings.

SUDOKU
~

398
2|5

0

0|©

0|00
©]

coslitions of Mete: cril 2o

in Marspurs

DaPAL
The Manipur govemment
extended the ban on mobile

rmtion: the govemment said.

curity officials in Manipur
an all i

by armed militants near
the Borobekra police sta-
don in Jakuradhor on No-

respon
killed 10 militants from the
Kuki-Zomi-Hmar commun-
iry. While the Kuki-Zo civil
society outfits in Chura-
chandpur insisted that the

men killed in the gunfight
with the CRPF were “vil-
lage volunteers®, the pol-

thas

‘who were in New Delhi for

cum-murder.

In Jiribam district, both

the Meitei and Kuki-Zomi-

Hmar communities are in a

minority. The district had

largely remained peaceful
the ethni

flict that began last year
until June 2024, when two

nally dlspl;u:Lng thor
more. With l‘emlom

the press Mr.

since then, se-

t during
the gunfight, six women
and from the Mel-

oating in the Barak
river, which borders Jiri-
bam districe.

“The rate of TB (tuberculo-
sis) decline in India has
doubled from 8_3% in 2015

Health Minister J.P. Nadda
said at the launch of the in-
tensified national ‘100 day
TB elimination campaign’
on Saturday in Haryana.
The the

clally
and reduce TB deaths
significantly.

The Union Health Minis-
ter sald that che campatgn
been launched
the ‘ineention e pn,\dde
to the

UN declares
December 21
as World
Meditation Day

UNITED NATIONS.

India was a member of the
core group of countries in-
cluding L

The Hindu journalist wins accolades at IPI
India Awards for reporting on Manipur

NEW DELHI

ircdu journalist \’I).-Jxx

sughs reporting on
pur's ethnic strife, raglng
for over 18 mo: now,
at the Inter-

1137
74 < 3 115

sri
Lanka, Nepal, Mexico and

won
national

CIERCULTY AATING. ST T T

yesterday's Su

NW=0O0 b

NN

Y
"N

% G RNOION

]

tragedy caused by the civil
strife~.

The citation for

The jury was headed by
mer Court

sands of clvmans across
in the

nstitute In-  rooms, d The
Andorra that guided the | dia Award for Excellence in  Print. 7 Caravan
of the (Greeshma Kuthar), Scroi-
tited  World | Saturday. Lin ¢Arunabh and
Meditation Day In the 193- The IPL, in a statement,  ra . and india To-
member UN General As- | said that there were several  day (Ashutosh Mishra).
sembly on Friday. entries in the print, digital, The 11 India Award for
india’s el [
presentative to the UN Am- vering different angles of 24, was awarded to pho-
bassador - Parvathanent he Strife in Mantpur and as  tojournalist Bhanu Prakash

Harish s. a post o
that Indias Teadershin in

2 pesule, the jury had decid-
ed to recognise the five be:
entries for cash prizes and
citations as a “mark of ap-
preciation and acknowled
gement of the media’s ef-
forts o the
various facets of the human

d end — published in
week.

Thl award comes with a
ash prize of &1 lakh, a tro-
a

phy and
e |

S|
columnise; and \'l)ay )oam.

Human v

Ms. Singh's reporting

me gahnic confilct in Mant-
length

serife-
torn
Bver since the conflict

ople have been left internal-
Iy displaced._

Afier the awards were
announced, Ms. said,
“1 am very grateful to The
Hindu for consistently pro-
viding 10 report on an
issue that [ believe ought to
be etched in public memo-

ded. “The ju-

electronic medka so far.

ol of “TB ke (frees Bha.
rat. He said TB is now
detected early due to a pan
indian network of over 1.7
lakh _Ayus

practitioners to notfy new
TB patients, so that their
treatment could fol-
lowed up immediately.

look like a
small steps but it hos Jed to
an 8-fold increase in the
rate of TB notifications in
the private sector.” the re-
lease said.

&R Avex



UN declares
December 21
as World
Meditation Day

Press Trust of India
UNITED NATIONS

India was a member of the
core group of countries in-
cluding Liechtenstein, Sri
Lanka, Nepal, Mexico and
Andorra that guided the
unanimous adoption of the
resolution titled World
Meditation Day in the 193-
member UN General As-
sembly on Friday.

India’s Permanent Re-
presentative to the UN Am-
bassador  Parvathaneni
Harish said in a post on X
that India’s leadership in
overall human wellbeing
stems from “our civilisa-
tional dictum of #Vasud-
haivaKutumbakam - the
whole world is one
family”.



« Resolution Adoption / IEATd HT IR &lelT

* The UN General Assembly unanimously adopted the resolution to
declare December 21 as World Meditation Day.

I TS HASTTHAT o FAUFATT F 21 TSN FI faeg exreT
3T 9T $ T 9&d1d 9IRd

e A core group of countries including India, Liechtenstein, Sri Lanka,
Nepal Mexico, and Andorra pIayed a key role in this initiative.

TR, TAReTesT, ST, AUTeT, ATFTHT, 3T 37ERT Ry it
3 =T Ugd :ﬁrrﬂlg—dtw‘raﬁmﬁmél




1.Role of India / IR hT 8{\%

1. India's Permanent Representative to the UN, Parvathaneni Harish,
highlighted India's Ieadershlp in promoting human well-being.

HIFd T H AR o TIRT FfAAS, Rl gIer o Al
Waﬁmaﬁrﬁmﬁﬁa—dﬂﬁwwwwml

2. He linked this initiative to India's phllosophy of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
(The world is one famlly)

3gie 39 R & "qHUT FeadA (WP faeg wF aREw 3) &
gl o e

1/




- Meditation in World Cultures / €17 &T dfRas

sfas

 Meditation has roots in ancient civilizations,
particularly in India, where it has been an integral
part of spiritual and physical well-being for
millennia.

€T I YTdled EIAT3, 99 &9 & ART H,
%ﬂim I AIRE Feamor 1 {FEar W@
|

* Practices such as Yoga and Dhyan have significantly
influenced global wellness movements. '

T 3T e ST AR o df¥ge Tarey
HiGletsdl &l Hgcaqul ®9 § gHTTad fohar gl

/
P 4




Global e Countries across continents, from Europe to Asia and the
Americas, were part of this resolution.

Participation / R TR 3 AR S et & o 54

aﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂ?{lﬂ yEaTg & e A

India's India has been a hub of meditation practices, with
notable centers like Varanasi, Bodh Gaya, and Rishikesh.

Contribution / i Nl St
IRl ol DI a3 RRE SR ufdey Ter e ¥




10- DAY
VIPASSANA

~ MEDITATION

o "
N D,,HAMMAS&I!NNGA IN KATHMANDU, NEPAL




Jirgieness




Vipassana is the ability of “special-seeing.” Vipassana
Is the state of insightfulness to realize the reality of life.
It is the skill to see things as they are, not exaggerating
or discounting the aspects.

How to practice
Vipassana? - __ ] TAKE YOUR POSITION

, O—(%) EXAMINE

’\@ BODY SCANNING
X ,\, _(»: ’ I’
” REPEAT

Benefits of Vipassana Meditation

Helps to accept life as it is m Helps to Identify happiness
3- Detox from distractions @ Brings physical flexibility
Helps to accept failure

Copyright © TheMindFool, All rights reserved.

) TheMindFool



ARH. DELHI_ SAIPUR WOLWATA LuUCK

DAYS AFTER U.S.INDICTMENT OF ADANI GROUP

Disappointing: US responds

to BJP’s allegation of backing

SHUBHAT ROY
W DELHI, DECEMBER 7

DAYS AFTER the BJP accused the
US State Department of trying to
“destabilise Inda™ througzh

o

“The US government woeks
with independent organisations.
06 programming that SuppPorts
professmonal development and
capacity building training for

Qutside the US Embassy in
i. e

journalists,” a spokesperson of

agenda to destabilise India

Invokes press freedom to counter BJP charge that OCCRP,
partly funded by US, targeted India through Adani reports

asound the world. Afree and in-

enabling informed and con-
structive debate and holding
£ accountable.”
comes after BJP
B Son Sambit Patra at a
press conference. claimed that
efements in the US “dee;
had colluded with a group of
journalists and with Leader of
o0 Ralusl Gandhi to put
a spoke in the wheel of India’s

o ssy o~ growth story with unsubstant
gramming does not influence alleganions witk stan
the editorial decisions oc direc-  of evidence™. He suggested that
ton of o The  alichis withthe
United States has fong been 3 US State Department

champion of media freedom CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

MVA cracks widen
as SP walks out over
post by Uddhav aide

on Babri demolition

Sena (UBT) leader hits back, says party’s
stand on issue unchanged since 1992

R
MUSMBAIL DECEMBER 7

BB St St e

FARMERS TO MARCH
TO DELHI TODAY

Two weeks
after four died
in Sambhal,
police say ‘fired
warning shots’

are imvestigating who fired two
shots.~

™ Ture froen wihac
the police and the districs ad-
ministraton
25. 2 day after the violence. Ak
the time. Bishno: had said.
“Fol

says that they died because of
gunshot wounds from a 315
Bore fisearm.~

AMoradabad

Divisional

Party (SP)

SP chief Abu

ARnounced Saturday that it is
Quulcring vhe MV, 2aying that

Shiv Sena (UST) chief Uddhav
Thackeray was “back to his old

position justifying the Babrs
Masjid demolition” which. it uniforméry on |
added. was

i Mermbal. Saturday:

Camesh Shirsekor PORTS. &

in the front where there is no
ssues nor ade-
with allies>~

Twe have quit the: MIVA.
What is the pont of

a
State SP chief Alws Azt Saidl
con

Syrian rebel fghzels after capturing the city of Hama as they ps
Bashar

in the bi

their advance towards

ressed
ral-Assad in years_Ar

Assad regime fights for survival
as rebels advance on Damascus

India puts out advisory,
days after Assad team held

Area in govt control
shrinking fast, Iran
pares back support

RAJA ABDULRAHIM
EMBER 7

PRESEDENT BASHAR AL-ASSAD'S
political survival was under
threat Saturdary 3 the Syvian gov
ermment bartled opposston re-

talks in Delhi

AS Arebel coalition’s advance in
Syria challenged the writ of

and.
2mid procests near the capital
D wthdrew forces It

Bashar al-Assad and
his army. New Delhi issued

The Syrian military denied
That its forces had withdrawn
from the suburbs of Damascus.

avoid n.\\ekhnb to Syria and
g there 1o ex-

Indians resid-

€ a5-Assad -
ment wihikch had until just over 2
ITINUED ON PAGE 2

EXPRESS NETWORK

AT THE FOREFRONT
OF KERALA DIALYSIS

CHALLENGE

PAGE 10

2
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A
ing in Syria to
with the Indian embassy in

to boost ties

THE SUNDAY £ XPAESS MAGAZINE
Inside a 150-kph

Dream

Harshit Rana is being
touted as the next big thing
in India’s fast bowling stable

PULLO

CJl-led bench
to hear pleas
against Places
of Worship Act

Petitions have been pending for 4 yrs,
Centre still to respond to SC notice

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
DELHI. DECEMBER 7

AT A time when suits seeking
staveys of mosgues and dargahs
have rekindled a debate across
the country, the Supremme Coust
has conszituted a special bench
16 hear on December 12 a clutch
of perding petitions challergsng.
the constitutional validity of the
of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act 1G0T,

Th sch comprises
Chief Justice of India Sansiv
Khanna and justices Sanjay
Kamar 2nd KV Viswanachan.

The Places of Worshi
(Special Provisson
mandates that the natuse of al
places of worship, except the ane

Ayoditya that was then under
tgation, shall be maintained as

Narasimha Rao-led Congress
eszh

= Inother
= rts,

® other pleas

THE 1991 Act, which left

Ayodina to the courts,

froze the stacus of a place

of worship as was on the

day of Indsx's independ-

ence. While the Supreme
o e

the challenge to the Act,
Suits are being fied in
Qifferent courts.

built on sites where
temples once existed.

Idgan
At

maque ‘complex in

ad pestetonts bavee sual
lengad che A i€ ars the
remedy of judicial review wa

vailing in Syria, Indian natsonats
advised to avoid all travel to

the MEA.

the Ram L was
aiso meant to apply @ the dis-
stwwanarh tem-

Syria untd furthes notification,” vapi mosque complex
saidl. in v.u.m.m and the Krishna
con 2 o hahi

Where do you wish to witness

nature’'s masterpiece?

Japan? Taiwan? Korea? China? or
in all of these countries together?

Chalo, Bag Bharo, Nikal Pado!
with Veena World

Experience the enchanting cherry bio-

offices, 1000+ dedicated team members, and

O+ expert tour managers,

c tion and. therefore, out-
sidle the legislative competence
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Vaeona World

ensures every detail of your journey is seamiessly planned. Seats are limited, and the
cherry blossoms won't wait. So, pack your bags! With limited tours, seats will fill fast

Best of Japan Wonders of Japan Marvels of Japan Al of Ja n
70 - Mar 6, 13, 20, 27 9 Days - Mar 24, Apr 1] 11D - Mar 22 Apr S 13 Days-Feb 1| Mar 1S
= i 360000 - - -
pan Alpine Route Japan Korea rea Taiwan Jag N Korea Taiwan =
(w/‘iOO/ISD) SO-Mar 16, 29, Apr 19 ‘OD Mar 25, Apr 1S 13| M8 22, Apr 27
asooo- 330000 -
iwan | Best of China Japan China Ko
7'7'8.-"”' 8, n.y T |9 Days - Apr 10 35 Bays iy 22 ...c.o’f‘??é’ - N:yg4 -
g 550000 - 575060 | 250000 & 225060-450 Lol | == =
Taiwan Hong Kong | Best of Solﬁh Korea | Women’s Special Seniors” Special
glomys~nays 8 Davs - Japan - 80 - Mar 22 | Japan - 8D - Apr S
£ 315000 256000 = 255000 =
veenaworid.com EE':" Monday-Saturday 10 to 7
| Call: 1800 22 7979 Woria travelaveenaworid.com .. O D
epaperindianexpressycom -- - -- -
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‘Rohingya refugees
being settled in Delhi”
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blunders
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MARCH SUSPENDED
Haryana Police use
tear gas on farmers
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How did Chandigarh
enforce criminal laws?
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he militant group
o M
Sham GHTS) in Sy-

ria declared Presldenl
Bashar al-Assad’s ouster af-
tor setaing contrel of D
mascus on Sunday. en

his family’s iron-fisted rule
after more than I3 years of
civil seismic mo-

Anti-drone unit
to secure
borders: Shah

o=
Urwon Home Minister Amit
Shah an Sunday said India

g s ot rarfouis SRAR S

VHP, Bajrang Dal
protest ahead of
concert in Indore

BHOPAL
The Bajrang Dal and the
Viskraca Hindh Parishad (/4]
continued their protests

Trump moots
truce in Ukraine,
NATO withdrawal

WASHINGTON
U.S. President-elect Donald

pulling the Urted States ot
NATO. 3 PAGE 18

capital with no sign of Ar-
my deployments.

Hours later Russian
news agencies, citing a
Kremlin source. said that

Mr Assad and his family

The istamist militants al-
so dealt a major blow to
the influence of Russia and
fran in the region, key al-
lies who propped up Mr.

was
stormed by the militants
following their capture of
Damascus, Iran's English-

Press TV report-

in 2016
“End of injustice”
“We celebrate with the Syr-
lan_people the news of

eeing our prisoners and
mleasmg théir chains and

skirts of Damascus where

Tense situation: Fiames sweeping through the criminal security branch of Syria's interior Ministry in

Damascus on Sunday. AP

inst “terro-

ds. Syria’s Army

sasd.
But the Syrian Army ka-
ter said it was continuing

ties of Hama
and in the Deraa country-
side.

x future
Mr. Jalali said he had been
in contact with akjolani to

discuss managing the tran-
sitional period, marking a
notable development in ef-
fores to shape Syria‘s politi-
cal furure.
But that would require 3
s

‘Indian embassy
in Syrian capital

uflr.m..m.:ll) u('\&-u.l’srcmmg mummL;man“mumunueprmmmmeswm

tant Secretary of Defense
for the Middle East Dantel
Shapiro told the Manama

NEW DELIT
Officials of the Indtan embassy
in the Syrian capital Damascus
are =afe and are in contact
wizh Indians in the country,
sources here said on Sunday.

Damascus. Embassy is in touch
. and

wizh all Inckan nat

nationals” remain in Syria.

tslamists to groups with
inks to the ULS., Russia and

ey,
The U.S. will continue to
¥ in

security confe-
rence in Bahrains capital
on Sunday.

HTS is Syria’s strongest

US. allies, see tslamist mil-
itant groups as an existen-
tial threat. so HTS may face
resistance from the region-
al powers.
HTS milieants said they
ed an attack

De‘ense of the Syrian I

its
eastern Syria and will take

mooth
country  with oomplex
competing interests, from

0 pre-
went a resurgence of the is-
lamic State, Deputy Assis-

With ARD rpuats)

MORE REPORTS ON
* PAGES 12, & 15

The second coming

|

Out of the ashes: People attend a mass, open to the public, at the Notre Dame
reopened on Monday after beng nearty burmed down in 2019, AFe

on Sunday. T

‘Sonia linked

The Bharatiya Janata Party
@) on Sunday alleped
that former Congress prest-
dent Sonia Gandhi, as the
m-presldenl of the Forum
of Democratic Leaders in
the Asia-Pacific, was lnked
to an organisation financed
by the -George Soros
i s

Gujarat court acquits
ex-IPS officer Sanjiv
Bhatt in 1997 case

A cou

rt in Porbandar dis-
trict of Gujarat has acquit-
ted former IPS officer San-

case
reasonable
doubt™.

allegation about a connec-
ton betwe the Congress
and Mr. Soros.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE S

Chief Judicial
Magistrate Mukesh Pandya
on Saturday acquitted Mr.
Superinten-

dent of Police of Porban-
. In a case registered
against him under Sections
of the Indian Penal Code

Misri to visit Dhaka today, set to broach contentious issues

NEW DELHI

Amid growing India-Ban-
gladesh tensions over a
numbe:

other areas of cooperation,

iscuss contentious issues
such as the attacks on mi-
norities and the jailing of a
Hindu leader, the security
of diplomatic missions af-
ter the artack on Ban-

meet Bangladesh Chief Ad-  gladesh Assistant  High
viser nus G n rtala.
in the first future of Indian

the éw reglne tiok aver
August after former
Pr\me Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina fled to india.
»r. Misri will travel o

el 54 el i Fomelirt Ad-
wviser Toul n. who
met E: inis-

Yark on the sidelines of the
UN General Amembly in
Sepeeml

Duri ng g the day-long vi-
sit, Mr. Misri will hold talks
with his counterpart, Fo-
reign Secretary Muham-
mad Jashim Uddin, on bi-
lateral issues, trade, and

<p

projects in Bangladesh.

‘Routine talks"
Afier thie pewiee osi thi Al

-

L o2 8
march to the Indian High

With a highevel nquiry
being condu.

Ty
vis mo\dng o can-
el another p agree-
ment with Airtel for India

es, as well as meetings of
land officials over the past
few months.

e
Commission in Dhaka on Sunday. A=

dicating that the agenda
for talks could be oversha-
dowed by erouble aress,

Hindutva groups

security forces about a ki-
lomerre shost of

sion and other provisions,
by giving him the benefit of
the doubt.
The court held that the
ecution  could

8P leader
Hindus should be united
against the attacks.

expressed concerns as an-
ger In both countries
aimed at each other has

rown.
©On Sunday, three youth

“It’s the first visit at se-  Mr. Hussain said on Sun-
e piliclal evela shice (hE|  dhay thiar the ndia; -Bangla-
Interim
took over and would repre- chanpd n gladesh

gent an imporcant poine of
bilateral

ter sharing, Ganga barrag-

me of eneton

of the Ban-
Party

terms” since the ouster of

Ms. Hasina.
Indian High

and acrimony,” said form-

Commissioner Pranay Ver-

had “sustained positive
momentum™ on trade,
traders on both sides have

marched towards the In-

protests were stopped by

complainant was forced to
confess to the crime and
made to surrender by vo-
luntarily causing pain us-

these are seen as part of an
“exaggerated  narrative”
being built in India_

Bangl ects In-
dia to respect its sovereign-
&y particularly n any

desh has
Iy approached India with s
request for her extradition,
however.

and threats.
Ar. Bhatt and constable
Valubbal Chan.  sesinse
hom the case was abated
afer his  death,  were
charged under Sections
330 (causing hurt to extort
confession) and 324 (caus-
ing hurt with

cal and mental torture in
ce custody to extract
confession Terrorist

Disruptive Activities
(Prevention) Act and Arms

Sanjiv Bhate

team of Porbandar Police
had taken Mr. Jadav to Mr.
Bhatt's residence in Por-

was given electric

Informed the court of the
Judsci about
the torture, following

Chau. On April 15, 2013, me
court ordered

agafnae Me' Bhars and e
Chau.

More case:

Mr. Bhatt was sentenced to
life imprisonment in a
1990 custodial death case
in Jamnagar and 20 years
in jail in a 1996 case relat-

ing to planting drugs to

frame a lawyer in Palan-

pur. He is lodged in the Raj-
Jail

kot Central Jail.

He ks also an accused in
a case of alleged fabrica-
tion of

Act case

A first re-
port was filed against the
duo, fol  the cour’s
dir on Mr. jadav's

ion
complaint efore a magis-
trate court in 1997. Accord-
ing to the prosecution, a

connec-
tion with the 2002 Gujarat
riots cases ‘with




Militants in Syria capture Damascus as Assad flees

No sign of Army deployment as militants enter capital and declare ouster of President Assad; Prime Minister calls for free elections; Russian news agencies, citing Kremlin

sources, say Assad and his family are in Moscow; militants also storm embassy of Iran, an ally of Assad’s regime, in Damascus; U.S. says it will continue presence in eastern Syria

Reuters
AMMAN/BEIRUT/CAIRO

he militant group
T Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham (HTS) in Sy-

ria declared President
Bashar al-Assad’s ouster af-
ter seizing control of Da-
mascus on Sunday, ending
his family’s iron-fisted rule
after more than 13 years of
civil war in a seismic mo-
ment for West Asia.

Mr. Assad flew out of Da-
mascus for an unknown
destination earlier on Sun-
day, two senior Army
members said, as militants
said they had entered the
capital with no sign of Ar-
my deployments.

Hours later Russian
news agencies, citing a
Kremlin source, said that
Mr. Assad and his family
are in Moscow.

The Islamist militants al-
so dealt a major blow to
the influence of Russia and
Iran in the region, key al-
lies who propped up Mr.

Assad during critical mo-
ments in the conflict.

Iran’s embassy was
stormed by the militants
following their capture of
Damascus, Iran’s English-
language Press TV report-
ed on Sunday.

As Syrians expressed
joy, Prime Minister Mo-
hammad Ghazi al-Jalali
called for free elections so
the people could choose
who they want.

The HTS was formerly
an al-Qaeda affiliate known
as the Nusra Front until its
leader Abu Mohammed al-
Jolani, severed ties with the
global jihadist movement
in 2016.

‘End of injustice’

“We celebrate with the Syr-
ian people the news of
freeing our prisoners and
releasing their chains and
announcing the end of the
era of injustice in Sednaya
prison,” the HTS said, re-
ferring to a jail on the out-
skirts of Damascus where

i

Tense situation: Flames sweeping through the criminal security branch of Syria's Interior Ministry in

Damascus on Sunday. AFP

the government detained
thousands. Syria’s Army
command notified officers
on Sunday that Mr. Assad’s
rule had ended, a Syrian
officer who was informed
of the move, said.

But the Syrian Army la-
ter said it was continuing

operations against “terro-
rist groups” in the key ci-
ties of Hama and Homs
and in the Deraa country-
side.

Complex future
Mr. Jalali said he had been
in contact with al-Jolani to

discuss managing the tran-
sitional period, marking a
notable development in ef-
forts to shape Syria’s politi-
cal future.

But that would require a
smooth transition in a
country with complex
competing interests, from

‘Indian embassy
in Syrian capital
operational’

NEW DELHI

Officials of the Indian embassy
in the Syrian capital Damascus
are safe and are in contact
with Indians in the country,
sources here said on Sunday.
“Our embassy continues to
remain operational in
Damascus. Embassy is in touch
with all Indian nationals, and
they are safe,” said a source in
the Ministry of External Affairs.
The Ministry had earlier said
that around “90 Indian
nationals” remain in Syria.

Islamists to groups with
links to the U.S., Russia and
Turkey.

The U.S. will continue to
maintain its presence in
eastern Syria and will take
measures necessary to pre-
vent a resurgence of the Is-
lamic State, Deputy Assis-

tant Secretary of Defense
for the Middle East Daniel
Shapiro told the Manama
Dialogue security confe-
rence in Bahrain’s capital
on Sunday.

HTS is Syria’s strongest
militant group and some
Syrians remain fearful it
will impose draconian Isla-
mist rule or instigate repri-
sals. Countries such as the
UAE and Egypt, both close
U.S. allies, see Islamist mil-
itant groups as an existen-
tial threat, so HTS may face
resistance from the region-
al powers.

HTS militants said they
have started an attack on
U.S.-backed Kurdish-led
forces in the northern Syr-
ian town of Manbij, accord-
ing to a statement posted
on Sunday but dated Satur-
day on X by the Ministry of
Defense of the Syrian Inte-
rim Government.

(With AFP inputs)

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 12, & 15
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Capital
and largest city

Major languages

Minor languages

Ethnic groups
(2024)(2131[4]5](6]

Religion (2024)[2]

Demonym(s)

Government

* President
* Vice President
* Prime Minister

Establishment

+ Arab Kingdom of
Syria

» State of Syria
under French
mandate

» Syrian Republic

* De jure
independence

* De facto
independence

* Left the United
Arab Republic

« Fall of the Assad
regime

Damascus
& 33°30'N 36°18'E

Arabicl!]

See: Languages of
Syria

80-90% Arabs
9-10% Kurds
1-10% others

87% Islam
74% Sunni Islam
13% Alawism and
other Shia Islam

10% Christianity

3% Druze

Syrian

Transitional
government

Vacant
Vacant

Mohammad Ghazi al-
Jalali (caretaker)

8 March 1920

1 December 1924
14 May 1930

24 October 1945
17 April 1946

28 September 1961

8 December 2024

Area
» Total

- Water (%)

Population
+ 2024 estimate
- Density

GDP (PPP)
» Total
« Per capita

GDP (nominal)
- Total

* Per capita

Gini (2022)

HDI (2022)

Currency

185,180!7 km?
(71,500 sq mi) (87th)
1.1

A 25,000,753/8 (57th)

118.3/km?
(306.4/sq mi) (70th)

2015 estimate
$50.28 billion!®!
$2,900°!

2020 estimate
$11.08 billion!®!
$533

v 26.6!10
low inequality

— 0.557111]
(157th)

Syrian pound (SYP)



* Capture of Damascus / EfAF I FHeoll

* The militant group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) declared the ouster of
President Bashar al-Assad after seizing control of Damascus.

a%ﬂ? 3A-AMH (HTS) Afade f9 & gffee W sheal
? ¢ TSCUf §2R 37A-378¢ U & §elel S aNyuT
I

* This ends over 13 years of Assad's regime amidst a prolonged civil war
In Syria.
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* Assad’s Escape / IHG hl Yellded
* Reports suggest that Assad and his family fled to Moscow.

?ﬂ@%w,mﬁ{sd&o o HTEDT H QROT off
|

* There was no deployment of the Syrian Army during the militant
takeover of the capital.
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- Global Reactions / dlRa% wfafshar

* The Iranian embassy in Damascus was stormed, highlighting the anti-

Assad sentiment.
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* The U.S. stated that it would continue its presence in eastern Syria to

prevent the resur
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« Syrian Civil War / §IRITE TE I

* The Syrian Civil War began in 2011 following anti- overnment protests.

6 e 2011 H PR AT Jerier & a1 Y g3l

* Assad’s government has been accused of human rights violations and heavy-
handed tactics.

%ﬂ'\ﬁl‘c\' HI PR T AAIIRR Seddd 3R FoR AT & IRIT 3T
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* Role of HTS / HTS T ${f&hT

* HTS emerged as a key militant group after splitting from al-Qaeda in 2016.
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Modern Era

French Mandate (1920-1946):

e After World War |, Syria came under French control as a
League of Nations mandate.

e Syrian nationalists fought for independence during this
period.

Independence and Modern Syria (1946—
present):

e Syria gained independence in 1946.

e Post-independence years were marked by political
instability, military coups, and the rise of the Ba'ath Party.




Ba'ath Party Rule and Hafez al-Assad

eHafez al-Assad consolidated power and ruled with an authoritarian regime.

*His policies emphasized state control and pan-Arabism.

1970-2000

2000—present

Bashar al-Assad and the Syrian Civil War

eBashar al-Assad succeeded his father in 2000.

*The 2011 Arab Spring protests led to a violent crackdown, escalating into a
prolonged and devastating civil war.

*The war has caused immense humanitarian suffering, displacement, and
international intervention.



International Involvement:

e Assad's regime received significant military and political support from Russia, Iran,
and Hezbollah.

e Western countries, Turkey, and Gulf states supported various opposition factions.

e Russia's intervention in 2015 was a turning point, helping Assad regain control of
key territories.

Use of Chemical Weapons:

e The regime has been accused of using chemical weapons against civilians, leading
to international condemnation and limited military responses by Western powers.



YEARS OF BLOODSHED AND DIVISION

The sudden collapse of Bashar al-Assad’s rule over Syria marks the culmination of a nearly 14-year-old civil war that killed hundreds of thousands,
displaced half the population and drew in outside powers. This is how it unfolded:

2011: Security forces suppress 2013: Lebanon's 2015: Rebel groups gain 2017: Israeli air strikes 2019: Islamic 2023: Hamas attack on
protests against Assad with arrests Hezbollah helps more ground and seize against Hezbollah in Syria. State loses its last Israel on Oct 7 leads to
and shootings. The uprising \ Assad to haltrebel northwestern Idlib. U.S.-backed Kurdish forces scrap of territory reduced Hezbollah
becomes an armed revolt. momentum. Russia joins Assad's side. defeatISISin Raqqa. in Syria. presence in Syria.

2012: Al Qaeda’s Syrian affiliate, 2014: Islamic State group 2016: Turkey launches an incursion 2018: The Syrian army 2020: Russia-backed 2024: Rebels launch anew
the Nusra Front bombs Damascus. seizes northeast Syria. The US with rebels. Assad and allies defeat recaptures eastern, offensive ends with a ceasefire  assault on Aleppo, and
Assad responds with airstrikes and builds anti-ISIS alliance, rebels in Aleppo. Hayat Tahrir al- central, and southern with Turkey. Kurdish forces enter Damascus in eight

the war escalates. helping Kurdish forces. Sham formation. Syria territory. control the northeast. days. Assad flees country k
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Fore; direct investment

inflows into India cross S1 tn

Foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows into India
have crossed the $1 trillion milestone in the April

2000-September 2024 period,

firmly establishing

the country’s reputation as a safe and key
ination

imvestment desti
data from the

bally. A Iu:mrdlng w

Industry and Internal nrade mmm T the

amount of F|

reinvested earnings et cctms

equity,
capital, stood at

40 billion Guring the said period. 7o

Centre writes to States on

menstrual hygiene policy

The Centre has written to the St o i submit
action plans to effectively im;
menstrual hygiene policy to ensure access

Tow-cost hygiene prodicis and gander-responsive
snitation faciliies in public and

government-aid

. The Centre had last
month Tntoermd the Supreme Court

ive months after

three criminal laws

came Into effect in

the country, Chandigarh

has become the first

among all States and Unson

Territories to implement
the Laws in their entirecy.

To link key piltars of the

criminal justice system —

the police, forensics and
judiclary — the Chandigarh

blets to Investigators, and
set u

P

facilities for speedy trials.
“The police are also using

“Chitra Khoji”, a facial re-

cognition software deve-

loped by the government,

to match photos of sus-

. Chandigarh, explains the various.

of Policy
facets of the new criminat Laws dUrng 3 ProEramme on Sunday. VLMITA SNGH

Iy 1, the police had regis-
tered 1179 ﬁxsl informa-

nmchm&lns provide for dlnelv a\alhbl.l.ky of
menstrual hygiene products in schools.

laws were rolled out on Ju-

char ts, and secured
pects with a database of ooyl four cases.
Pphotos of 1 crore prisoners. Bharatiya Nyaya
ker, the govern- Sanniea, Bharatiya Saksbya
ments wallet
to story Nagarik Sur. ksha Sanhita

mpl;.cm the Indian Penal
Code of 1860, the Indian
Evidence Act of 1872, and
the Code of Criminal Pro-
598, respective-

As these laws require

. he added. The

and forensic capabilities,
the States have been given
five years to implement all
aspects of the laws.

< rate
Hiome Minister Amit Shah

rate
from 58% to around 85%.
Across the country, more
than 11 lakh FIRs were filed
und ew laws and
judgments  delivered in

¢ Laws have provisions
for time bound Investiga-
tion and trial and registra-
tion of Zero FIRs irrespec-
tive of tion_

Senior Superintendent
of Police Kanwardeep
sald the Chandigarh Police
had registered 14 Zero FIRs
since July all cases
pertained o sexual offenc-
e

‘against wo

2 a victim fles a Zero
FIR for a sexual offence ata
police station, the police

nation and send the report

accused.

The Chandigarh Police
recently transferred anoth-
er Zero FIR case to the M\-
daman and Nicobar Police
as the crime occur
there and the victim, being
a Chandigarh resident,
chose to complain here.

There are 20 police sta-

dons in Chandigarh, in-
cluding spectalised wnks.
lior mandates

Chandigarh leads in enforcing criminal laws

Union Territory is first in the country to implement three new laws in their entirety: it has ramped up Internet speed at police stations, provided new

tablets to investigators, and set up videoconferencing facilities for speedy trials: the police also use the Digilocker service to store digital evidence
Vilaita Singh have to complete formali-  ing. Since the video
CHANDIGARH 03 such as medical exami.  be downloaded, the chain

of custody Is intact,” Ms.
Kaur said

Digitising courts
At least two anul' w be-
come mline
preparation s st d.g:me
30 other courts.

“The new laws have pro-

rence in a . It saves
resources, fuel and is also
safe. In heinous cases, on-
line trial is preferred.” the
officer said.

nother official said ow-

ing to the sensitivity of the
cases registered against al-
leged gangster Lawrence
Bishnol, he joins all cases
through
vldec-cnnfemnce,

cording of crime scenes

search-and-selzure
procedures, police stations
were provided 170 tablets,

re-
cording has a time stamp
and once uploaded on Di-
gilocker, it cannot be tam-
pered with as 3 hash value
is generat courts
bl i e o

deotonterending
have been identified,
which include hospizals,
forensic  sta and
courts where government
officials can depose. Five
videoconferencing  spots
also being set up at the
offices of sub-divisional
rates for private wit-
nesses to depose online,”
Ms. Kaur said.

Confederation of Indian
Industry urges government
to stick to fiscal deficit target

NEW DELHI

The Confederation of In-

Banerjee, Director-Gener-

al, CII, elaborating on sug-

gestions for the forthcom-
Unson

P
vels that help reduce the
debt-to-GDP ratio.

n preparation for this,
the forthcoming budget
could lay out a glide path to
bring the Union govern-

fiscal deficit should
be kept at levels that
help reduce the

ment’s debt to below 50%
of the GDP in the medium

term (by 2030-3D), and be-
low 40% in term,
the CII suggeste

Such an explicit target
will have a pasitive impact
on India's sovereign credit
rating and further on the
interest rates in the

my, the ClI said. “To
longer-term fiscal plan-
ning, 1l nment

should cons!
Fiscal !,tahulry Reporting.
This could Include issulng

ing can also
long-term (1025

years) forecasting of fiscal

Ayodhya verdict likely to be at the forefront
of the battle over Places of Worship Act in SC

urt's Ram

me unp-u F faceorsuch

deficlt targec of 4.9% of
GDP for F¥25 and a target

©of 4.5% for F¥26," the in- | less than 10 pages, the ne-

Austry body said. cessity to keep alive a Cen-
tral law so “Intrinsically re-

Three lated to thy ofa

The CI has suggested | secularstase

three interve eaded

nudgs states Towards fiscal
pruden:
First, l.he Sta(e; could be
ncouraged institute
Statelevel Fiscal Stability
Reporting. Second, States
have been lowed to bor-

mendations of the i2th
Finance Commission.
, the Centrte could

system for states to incen-
to maintain fis-
cal prudence.

clal nch
by Chief justice of India
Sanjiv Khanna is scheduled
to hear the challenge to the
Places of Worship Act,
1991, on December 12 even
as multiple legal actions in-
stituted by Hindu plainiffs
in

2 The Gyarapi mosque in Varanasi where a survey
was conducted by the AS! based on the orders of 3 court. AF>

hya judgment in Novem-
ber 2019. The petitions

have  highlighted  the
wlung: during the
distan 2l period. The

nt Mugh.
petitioners fing the 1991

aty
such as Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan the
character of several mos-
ques and even the Ajmer
dargah.

The challenge to the va-
lidity of the 1991 Act began
trickling in even before a
vear passed after the Ayod-

mandate in the Ayodhya
Jjudgment that the state
and citizens have a positive
obligation under  Article
S1A to preserve religious

harmony and protect the
equality of all faiths — an
essential constitutional va-

ship Act] speaks to our his-

moment _to
wounds of the past. Histor-
ical wrongs cannot be re-
medied by the people tak-
ing the law in their own
hands. In preserving the
character of places of pu-

blic worship, Parliument
has mandated

commencement of the Act
in respect of which the
cause of action would be
barred by limitation.

In October 1994, anodr

majority view that the “sta-
s of

pending at the commence-
ment of the statute.

ical ins

wverned by law; to a suit or
legal proceeding which has
been finally decided set-
ted or disposed of; to any
dispute settled by the par-
ties before the commence-
ment of the 1991 Act; to a
conversion of a place of
worship effected before
the commencement of the

to any c
place of worship before the

amos-
que from acquisition in the
secular ethos of India un-

der the Constitution is the

Bommal case had upheld
secularism a3 a part of the
basic features of
Constitution.

“The state was enjoined

pointed out.
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Chandigarh leads in enforcing criminal laws

Union Territory is first in the country to implement three new laws in their entirety; it has ramped up Internet speed at police stations, provided new

tablets to investigators, and set up videoconferencing facilities for speedy trials; the police also use the DigiL.ocker service to store digital evidence

Vijaita Singh
CHANDIGARH

ive months after
F three criminal laws
came into effect in
the country, Chandigarh
has become the first
among all States and Union
Territories to implement
the laws in their entirety.
To link key pillars of the
criminal justice system —
the police, forensics and
judiciary — the Chandigarh
administration has ramped
up Internet speed at police
stations, provided new ta-
blets to investigators, and
set up videoconferencing
facilities for speedy trials.
The police are also using
“Chitra Khoji”, a facial re-
cognition software deve-
loped by the government,
to match photos of sus-
pects with a database of
photos of 1 crore prisoners.
DigiLocker, the govern-
ment’s cloud-based wallet
to store documents such as
driving licence and Aad-
haar, is being used to
upload crime scene videos
and related information.
Director-General of Pol-
ice S.S Yadav said since the
laws were rolled out on Ju-

LAYOUT PLAN
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

rp—

Training session: Kanwardeep Kaur, Senior Superintendent of Police, Chandigarh, explains the various

i

facets of the new criminal laws during a programme on Sunday. VIJAITA SINGH

ly 1, the police had regis-
tered 1,179 first informa-
tion reports (FIRs) and 245
chargesheets, and secured
conviction in four cases.
The Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam, and Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
replaced the Indian Penal
Code of 1860, the Indian
Evidence Act of 1872, and
the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure of 1898, respective-

As these laws require

upgrading infrastructure
and forensic capabilities,
the States have been given
five years to implement all
aspects of the laws.

Conviction rate

Home Minister Amit Shah
said on December 3 that
the new laws had im-
proved conviction rate
from 58% to around 85%.
Across the country, more
than 11 lakh FIRs were filed
under the new laws and
judgments delivered in

9,500 cases, he added. The
new laws have provisions
for time-bound investiga-
tion and trial and registra-
tion of Zero FIRs irrespec-
tive of jurisdiction.

Senior Superintendent
of Police Kanwardeep Kaur
said the Chandigarh Police
had registered 14 Zero FIRs
since July 1 and all cases
pertained to sexual offenc-
es against women.

“If a victim files a Zero
FIR for a sexual offence at a
police station, the police

have to complete formali-
ties such as medical exami-
nation and send the report
online to the police station
concerned,” Ms. Kaur said.

The officer said a wo-
man who was sexually as-
saulted in Delhi filed a case
after arriving in Chandi-
garh, two months after the
crime was committed, as
she was under the in-
fluence of the accused.

The Chandigarh Police
recently transferred anoth-
er Zero FIR case to the An-
daman and Nicobar Police
as the crime occurred
there and the victim, being
a Chandigarh resident,
chose to complain here.

There are 20 police sta-
tions in Chandigarh, in-
cluding specialised units.
As the new law mandates
mandatory audiovisual re-
cording of crime scenes
and search-and-seizure
procedures, police stations
were provided 170 tablets,
Mr. Yadav said.

“The audio-video re-
cording has a time stamp
and once uploaded on Di-
gilocker, it cannot be tam-
pered with as a hash value
is generated. The courts
can also access the record-

ing. Since the video cannot
be downloaded, the chain
of custody is intact,” Ms.
Kaur said.

Digitising courts

At least two courts have be-
come fully online and
preparation is on to digitise
30 other courts.

“The new laws have pro-
visions to produce an ac-
cused through videoconfe-
rence in a court. It saves
resources, fuel and is also
safe. In heinous cases, on-
line trial is preferred,” the
officer said.

Another official said ow-
ing to the sensitivity of the
cases registered against al-
leged gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi, he joins all cases
in court through
videoconference.

“In Chandigarh, 80 vi-
deoconferencing  spots
have been identified,
which include hospitals,
forensic stations and
courts where government
officials can depose. Five
videoconferencing spots
are also being set up at the
offices of sub-divisional
magistrates for private wit-
nesses to depose online,”
Ms. Kaur said.



* Firstin Implementation/a?lil‘lm?l' H ggdT

* Chandigarh is the first Union Territory in India to implement three new criminal laws in
their entirety.

TSI AN 1 Ugell g AT TG § oIl ofiel T MRS Sl i
ERUIGIEC IR

* These laws replaced the Indian Penal Code of 1860, Indian Evidence Act of 1872, and
Code of Crlmmal Procedure of 1898.
o1 Flefeil o 1860 & HRAY &3 Higdl, 1872 & #RAE &gy fRAfaa#, 3R
1898 & 3y gfehar dfgar & wfawniag faam)




» Technological Advancements / SigARhT Ieifc

* Tablets provided to investigators and videoconferencing facilities set up for speedy trials.
SITAhdI3l &l cdelc el [hU T IR caiRd FeAdis o folw ?ﬁ%‘iﬁ PicSh G aT

gfaemd Tl #r a1 7
* Digilocker is used to store digital evidence such as driving license and Aadhaar.
ey, o 3BT asay 3 3R, Hl & ToIT BT Fr

3UAET THIAT FATAT T



* Zero FIR System / SIRY THIMSHR

YUTTelY

* Chandigarh registered 14 Zero FIRs since July 1, with cases
predominantly related to sexual offenses.

SEEIFGE g 14 SR THASIR &l U, oea
afﬁa#%rﬂm%ﬂgamﬁﬁﬁ%éam

* A case of sexual assault reported in Delhi was transferred to the

Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
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Improved Conviction Rates / GG &X & JUR

e Conviction rate improved from 58% to around 85% under the new laws.
AT FleeAl & ded ANTHGA & 58% & TG oI 85% @l S|

e Across India, over 1 lakh FIRs were filed under these laws.

AR #H, 3o FlfeAl & ded 1 @ F S THSHR Gaf $HT 5|

Facial Recognition Software / 98X &I Ugdlel HATFedaT

e "Chitra Khoji" software links suspects' photos with a database of over 1 crore images.

"R @rell” AiFeddy Jleadl &1 &Rl & 1 Hs I A0 S & seeg I
g gl
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20,000 INDIAN STUDENT VISA APPOINTMENT SLOTS UNUSED IN PEAK SEASON

SINCE 1932

Surge to slowdown: 38% fall in US student
visas issued to Indians in Jan-Sept this year

Reasons varied: From stabilising

3 £ > ASHARP DROP

demand post-Covid to stricter visa =2023 mz024 = Somece: L5 Scre Dope
norms to more overseas options JOTAL VISAS ¥ g

sharp downturn, with US State § =

De data showing a 38 =
NEW DELHI DECEMBER 8 per cent drop in F- 1 student visas 5 §

issued to Indians in the firstnine =
AFTER DRIVING the post-pan-  months of 2024 as compased © 2 sz
demic rebound in intemational  the same period last year. El
student numbers on American An analysis by The indien Jun Aug ' Sep

campuses. India is now seeinga  Express of moathly noo-imeni- |

Protesting farmers face tear-gas shells
at Haryana border, halt march for a day

RS

Protesting

BusiNEss as Usuar
By UNNY

PP r——
ety -

HIJAGGA
HU (PATIALA). DEC 8

AFTER FACING a day of teas-gas
shefling from Haryana Police at
the Shambhu border point in
Punjab, protesting farmers oa
Sunday evening suspended their
foot muarch to Delhi by a day as
Haryana administration officials
| met their leaders and assured

them of talks.

CON

Sunday. Harmeer Sodf
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Gukesh wins, moves closer to crown

both players was so crippling
that Gukesh had bumt 70 min-
utes on his chock just to muke 11
moves. and Ding over 60 min-
utes on his first five. The minds
of both players were calculating
under great duress. It was, after
alt, the Tith game of the besz-of-
14 world championship.
Just a day eartier. both play-
ershad spoken sbout how heavy
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

| DEA
EXCHANGE
‘Once IPL begins, it
doesn't matter if
you'rea Q0 lakh or
20 er player, you
have to win'

AMIT KAMATH
MUMBAL DECEMBERS
FOR ONE full hour on Sunday.
nothing happered on the chess-
board. The miriature batriefield
separating reigning workl cham-
DinglL d his teenaged
Indian challenger D Gukesh had
gone silent after 10 moves as L
nothing moved. The pressurecn  Champios

D Gukesh plays China’s Ding
ren at the World Chess
nship, Sunday. A

Investing feels
too complicated??

Building wealth with
Mutual Funds

Advantages of SIP

srant visa repocts availableon the
Bureau of Consular Affairs’ web-
site shows that F-1 visas issued
1o Indian students huve 15t their
Jowest post-pandenmic Jevel
From January to September
thisyear, 64,006 visas were issued
— amarked decline from 103,495
inthe same monets of 2023 Data
shows that 65,235 visas were is-
sued during the same period in
2021 and 93,181 in 2022 In the
pandernsc-hit yeas of 2020, just
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

AAP’s Delhi poll
map: Reworked
line-up, change
of seat for Sisodia

LA Sisodia
likely to be
fielded from
Jangpura

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER B

FACING THE threat of anti-in-
cumbency. disruption caused by
the asest of sersor leaders and an
Opposition hoping to cash in on
coerupticn allegations. the Aam
Axdmi Party

¥7.00 (78 BIHAR & RAIPUR, T12 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANE XPRESS.COM

MAJOR BLOW FOR RUSSIA, IRAN

As rebels take Damascus,
Assad flees Syria; given
as_ylum in Russia: reports

%

-
y ~

Syrians at Aleppo's Saadallah al-Jabiri Square after rebels seized Damascus on Sunday. seusers

Syrians celebrate; new history being
written, future is ours, says rebel leader

MAYA GEBEILY
& TIMOUR AZHARI
DAMASCUS. DECEMBERS

SYRIAN REBEL fighters raced
into Damascus unopposed on

o girsline-
up for the next Dethi Assembly
polis, which coald result in sev-
eral MLAs being discarded and
some others being fieided from
different constituencies, The
Express has Jeamt
According 10 SCuIces, the ex-
ercise muay Start at the top with
formes Deputy Chief Minister and
Patparganj MLA Manish Sisodia
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

: g President
Bashar al-Assad and ending
more than five decades of his
family's iron-fisted rule after 3
lightning advance that reversed
the course of a 13-year civil war.

Late on Sunday. Russian
pews agencies. citing a Keemlin
source. reported that Assad and
hiis Lamily had arvived in Russia
and been granted asylum there.
The Interfax news agency

- Assad
P family's
half-century
T rule ends

quoted the unnamed source a5
saying: “President Assad of Syria
has arrived in Moscow. Russia
has granted them (him and his
Lamily ) asy h .

History of
rebels to their
geography: Why
Delhi is cautious

THE EXIT of Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad has been met
with joy in the streets of

Damascus but in

grounds.”
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

RELATED REPORTS

HE WORLD

Is near and far
including  New
Dethi, the multiple

moving pasts in the

speawling insusrection are keep-

ing many fingers crossed.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




FDI since 2000
crosses $1 trn

FOREIGN DIRECTINVESTMENT

N

N

0]
(FDI) inflows into India have w!
crossed $ 1 trillion since 35 8% 0 Elz8
April 2000. The 29 3§ g 8 | 23
cumulative FDI, which & |5&32 2| s
includes equity, 03T I

reinvested earnings
and other capital, has
been $ 1033.4 billion
between April 2000 and

Services sector includes financial,
banking, insurance, non
financial/business outsourcing, R
and D, Courier, TechnologyTesting
and analysis and others.

September 2024. States attracting
maximum FDI
Top sources of FDI (Between April 2000 and Sept 2024) W FDI ($) mShare in total FDI (%)
Share in e °:
FDI ($ bn) total FDI (%) N )
Mauritius e | - n
Singapore 45 SHN 2 131 K5R

us &

Netherlands :

Delhi

Gujarat gl 43.1
[
o 125

Karnataka

@®
P
-
s
(%]
@©
—
@®
e
@©
>

Tamil Nadu

Japan @




PM e-VIDYA Channel 31



 Union Minister of Education launched PM e-VIDYA Channel 31, a DTH
channel dedicated to sign language.

 About

* This initiative aligns with the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, which calls for promoting and standardising Indian Sign
Language (ISL) across India to create a more inclusive educational
environment.



* This initiative aligns with the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, which calls for promoting and standardising Indian Sign
Language (ISL) across India to create a more inclusive educational
environment.

* According to the Census 2011, a total of 2.68 crore persons in India
were reported as having disabilities out of which 19% have hearing

disabilities.
* In 2023, WHO estimates that in India, approximately 63 million
people suffer from significant auditory impairment.



* PM e-Vidya was launched as part of the Atmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyaan by the Ministry of Education in 2020.

* The initiative aims to provide multi-mode access to education through
digital, online, and on-air platforms to minimise learning losses, especially in
the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.

* Indian Sign Language (ISL)

* Indian Sign Language (ISL) is a well-structured language that serves as
the primary means of communication for hearing-impaired
individuals.



Polavaram Multipurpose

Project O
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* The Polavaram Multipurpose Project has become a point of
contention among states, particularly Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and
Telangana.

* About The Polavaram Irrigation Project
e Location: Godavari River, Andhra Pradesh.

* Objective: Address irrigation, drinking water supply, hydroelectric
power, and flood control.



* Inception: Conceived in 1980 following the
recommendations of the Godavari Water
Disputes Tribunal (GWDT).

* National Project Status: Declared a national
project under the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganization Act, 2014, making the Union
Government responsible for executing it and
obtaining requisite clearances.

/
7




* Major Concerns Raised By States

* Odisha: Potential submergence of 162 villages in Malkangiri district,
affecting tribal populations.
e QOdisha alleges that the revised design warrants a fresh backwater study,
which the Central Water Commission (CWC) has refused.

* Chhattisgarh: Raised concerns about submergence and
environmental impact in downstream regions.

* Telangana: Questioned the project’s feasibility and its effect on local
ecology and water resources.



Gait Analysis




* Kolkata Police recently utilized gait analysis to apprehend a suspect in
a heinous crime, identifying him through CCTV footage that revealed
a distinct limp.

 What is Gait Analysis?

* Gait analysis is the study of human motion patterns, particularly
walking or running, to assess body movements, mechanics, and
muscle activity.

* |t involves visual observation, sensors, and advanced
technologies like optical marker-based frameworks to evaluate gait
abnormalities.



* Applications of Gait Analysis

* Clinical settings: To diagnose and treat
movement abnormalities in people with
conditions like Parkinson’s disease, cerebral
palsy, or stroke.

* Sports biomechanics: To help athletes run
more efficiently and identify movement
problems.

* Forensic science: To compare a suspect’s
gait to evidence at a crime scene, such as
footprints or CCTV footage

> 4




Rangeen Machhli
App




ICAR-Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture (ICAR-
CIFA), under Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana
(PMMSY) has developed the “Rangeen Machhli” app.

It aims to support hobbyists, farmers, and professionals
in the ornamental fish industry by providing multilingual,
reliable, and comprehensive information on ornamental
fish care, breeding, and maintenance.




* Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana
(PMMSY)

* It is the flagship scheme of the Department
of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry & Dairying, and was launched in
2020.

* Aim: To give momentum to the ‘sunrise’
fisheries sector through consolidated efforts
from various schemes and initiative '

/
7




Top 10 MCQ_ from
today’s session



* The Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991 ensures which of
the following?

3ITHAT T (TAAw 3uee) srfafaas, 1991 faf@a & @
TorarehT aTEY g7

 A. Conversion of religious sites / A Tl HT FITAIOT
B. Preservation of the character of religious sites as of August 15, 1947

/15m1947aﬁrmﬁr$maﬁwwmaxmﬂ
HI&TOT

C. Establishment of new places of worship / T 39THAT TIAT Y
EYTYAT

D. Tax exemption for religious sites / €A TIAl & AT & oC




* Which country proposed the UN resolution declaring December 21 as
World Meditation Day?
21 leHeR & faeg €are fdag afi¥d ol arell Tgad IS
OTdra fhd ¢er of wEdifad forar?

* A. India / AR
B. Liechtenstein /m
C. Sri Lanka / #ffeTenT
D. All of the above / 390ad HHI




* What is the objective of the PM e-VIDYA Channel 317
fiea §-facar A9 31 a1 3652 AT 87

 A. Provide education in regional languages / & AT A fYe
9clel h el

B. Promote Indian Sign Language (ISL) for inclusive education / gHATaef
fram & foT RAT Fhfas HTNT (ISL) #Y SeET et

C. Distribute digital tablets to students / Bl & Rfoed ade
faaRa &

D. Support STEM education in rural areas / ATHIOT &3T A STEM faremm
ST THYT FHIAT



 What is the primary dispute surrounding the Polavaram Multipurpose
Project?

tnmamaﬁaqﬁmma:mmﬁaﬁw%?

* A. Submergence of villages and displacement of tribals / aAar +1
STAHTT g1 3R nfearfaat &1 faeams
B. Non-allocation of funds by the central government / Hald AIHRR
GART Y T TdCT o Bloll

C. Improper hydroelectric power generation /3-1?|ﬁl?l' aﬂﬁa'q?r
Jcqigel

D. Delay in obtaining environmental clearance / TATaIoT iFIGIﬂ' 9rcd
F H



e Gait analysis was recently used by Kolkata Police in solving a crime. What
is its application in forensic science?

3¢ TI2IVUT T glel g1 H hlelohldl YTeld GaRT WY Helsllel H
39T RT3 BRIAF AT & ST 3UANET FAT §7

» A. Identifying suspects through walking patterns / Iolal & det &
ATCTH & FIGTUT Y YgdleT HLal ’
B. Tracking footprints at a crime scene / UM T I R &
foTITeT T 9T FRITT
C. Matching fingerprints with digital data | fefaed 31 & 91y
faRMe #1 AdEe FI o
D. Analyzing handwriting in documents / a'{-_clﬁGﬁ # fa@rae &1
faredyor &Ta




* Which state recently raised concerns regarding the environmental
impact of the Polavaram Project?

glel &1 # [T ToT o GIellaid IRAISTET & AU IHE W
IEGIRSGIEY

* A. Odisha / 311f3am
B. Chhattisgarh / E_vﬁw

C. Telangana / d&I3TT&AT
D. All of the above / 3Ued THI



 What is the historical significance of the Krivak-class frigates for the
Indian Navy?

ﬂn?ﬁ;ﬁ@mézﬁmlghqlqocmm Thatcd o1 UTagIiae Hgcd
FIT 32

e A. They were the first submarines operated by India / 3 IRd GART
Hgaiford qgell Teiged! ot
B. They strengthened India’s naval capabilities since the 1990s / 311?
1990 & UF A WA F AT &TAAIT A Asrqd
C. They were instrumental in the Kargil War / @ GTR'ﬁT-I’ 2]7:\11' H

Hgcaqor &

D. They are indigenously developed in India /3 RT A Taelt &7 @
fasf@a o are @



* What is the main feature of the Rangeen Machhli App launched under
PMMSY?

& ded doicd [T T TEiTel AGN W I AT
ICELGINER] g? >

* A. Tracks fish populations across Indian waters / HRAT ST &3 A
HAGAl &I :Hmagr

Y ¢F FAT &
B. Provides market prices for fisheries / #cET UTelol & foT IR

Hed el Fdl ¢ .
X éﬂgm?‘raﬁ

C. Educates fishermen about sustainable fishing practices
fcFF ATl s & aildl & TR A AT FIar
D. All of the above / 39ed THI



* What percentage of hearing disabilities was recorded in India as per
WHO’s 2023 estimates?

SsegUAAT & 2023 & 3eTHT & TR R H aa?r $r
38TAAT T gfaerd fohder &2

*A.10%
B. 15%
C. 20%
D. 25%




* What does the Zero FIR system, implemented in Chandigarh, primarily
ensure?

TSN A 9] SART THIMEHR YOIl AT §I I FAT lARad
Xl 872

* A. Imnmediate lodging of complaints regardless of jurisdiction /
AAAFR FI Warg fFr o Rerar 1 G gof FIE
B. Immediate compensation for V|ct|ms/tﬁ1?‘=?l’f & foT doahra

HAT AT
¢, Automatic transfer of cases to higher courts / HATHT FT 3T

maa’r H Tad: TUTTAI0T
D. Filing of FIRs only in major crimes / &del a3 T H W&'ﬂ%’m

st T




Word of the day

Capacitate:

make legally capable or qualify in law;
make capable

Synonyms: qualify

Usage: his instruction capacitates us to
understand the problem.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
capacitatepro

International Phonetic
Alp habet: /kepasttert/




* Myth: Sugar makes kids
hyperactive.
Burst: Numerous studies have
shown no direct link between sugar

consumption and hyperactivity in

children. The excitement at events
where sugary treats are served (like
parties) is more likely the culprit.



ﬁ

ank
o you




