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What is the main agenda of the 6th BIMSTEC Summit?

- 6dl faraes @y do& T &I TelsT FAT 87
A. Expansion of BRICS
B. Maritime cooperation and regional connectivity
C. Formation of common currency
D. Climate refugee agreement



What is the Ottawa Convention related to?

« 3ffeTdaT Fead FaR gafda g2
A. Climate change protocols
B. Ban on anti-personnel landmines

C. Global nuclear disarmament
D. Trade sanctions



What is the significance of the newly inaugurated Pamban Railway
Bridge’-’

gTel 81 A 3qHTe fFT AT gaeT Y0 Yol HT FAT Agcd ¢7?
A. Indla s first cable- stayed bridge
B. India’s first vertical lift sea bridge
C. Longest railway bridge in India
D. First bullet train bridge



Which Indian leader ended a 130-day hunger strike for MSP guarantee?

» MSP AT &1 ART & JdFT 130 faeT & @ garar g o
AdT & FATCT Hh1?

A. Rakesh Tikait

B. Gurnam Singh Chaduni
C. Jagjit Singh Dallewal

D. Balbir Singh Rajewal



What special facility has Haryana announced for Agniveers post-service?

- ERATOT o AP & foIT qar & ar sl @ Ay giaur $r
givyorm & 72

A. Free medical treatment

B. Free housing

C. 20% reservation in police recruitment
D. Lifetime pension
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‘Done is better
- than perfect“

% Quote from Sheryl Sandberg
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Goyal blames China’s
‘trade practices’
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Congress to
focus on DECCs
at Ahmedabad

session
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Dhaka’s envoy to take
charge in New Delhi
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view

torture in India

Data reveal acceptance
of coercive tactics
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the ISL summit clash
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Adani-backed
Colombo port
starts operations

coLommo
Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Ltd. has
acnounced commending.
operations at the Colombo

mational Terminal in
Sei Lanka. % PAGE 14

Indian, global shares slide amid trade war fears

Market opens over 5% down from close on Friday amid ¢

over

recovers

to close at 3% loss; US. President threatens China with additional

tariffs of 50% over its plans for retaliation, welcomes countries wishing to negotiate: the mood on Dalal Street was also reflected in Japan, South Korea, Hong Kong and China

MUMBAT

ot since the historic
lows of the CO-
VID-19 crashes have

between the LS. and Chi-
na, two of the world's lar-
gest economies, and
fear of loomi

‘Wagf Act pleas
will be listed
for hearing: CJI

NEW DELHI
Chief sustice of InGia Sangw
Khanna on Monday sald
Ppetitions chaflengng th
constitutionality of the Waa!
(Amendment] Act, 2025, would
be listed for hearing in due
course. » PAGE 4

Wit
e : compared with blue-
chip st
'l"he S&P BSE Sensex

closed with a loss of 2,227
points, or 2.95%, at 73,138
Boliie, lad by ata: Seacl
\hhll:h fell 7.73%, and L&

hich
. closed at
62, down 743 points or
Ex ey

Hints negotiations
Meanwhile, U.S. President
Donald Trump threatened
additional tariffs on im-
ports from China if Beljing
did not withdraw its reta-
liation plans, adding Wash-
ington would begin nego-
tiations @h  other
countries if they wish to.
“hina does not with-
s 34% ln':reaje

Black
Monday

The globiat stock market ro

copencd on
after China

FrsE 160

Inciex

above their already long
term trading abuses by to-
morrow, April Sth, 202s,
the United States will im-
Pose ADDITIONAL Tariffs
on China of . effect
April 9th.” e Trump said
in a Truth Social post.
sombre mood on
Dalal Street was also re-

flected among its peers in
Japan, South Korea, Hong
Kong and China.
Japan's Nikkei 225 de-
ine:

nday. This was before it
anaged to pare some

losses to close 7.8% lower
at 31,136.58.
To put Monday's fall in

index
lower
worst day in five years.

Early hours in the U.S.
In the early hours across
Adlantic however, &

In st
ducing circuit breakers to
stabili per:
mhnlny

gistered its steepest single
day decline since the Asian
financial crisis of 1997. It
closed 13.22% lower at
19,828.30.

Me: le, China
which has been the first
major economy to impose
retaliatory sanctions, also
found its markets mired in

uncertainty. Shanghai

the

nearly that grim
mood would not be rephi-
cated. This was after media
reports held the Trump ad-

NASDAQ Composite Idex
had lost 310.03 points to
find itself 1.99% lower at
15277.76 while the Dow

was .31%  at
5,058 37 after having shed
15.71 points.
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»PAGE 12,13

Kamra’s protection
extended; HC to
hear petition today

CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on

granted to stand-u
Kunal Kamra until
Aprll 17. This protection

im

r police in Mum-
bal, for allegedly making
slanderous comments

Kunal Kamea

vocate Navroz Seervai who
is

against Depu-
ty Chief Minister Eknath

mation report (FIR) regis-
tered against him.

Death threats
Advocate Navroz Seervai,

the artist has been facing

numerous death threats.
tition was original

llsmd for Raaring on Apel

“on Atonday the petition
entioned before a Di-

S.M. Modak by senior ad-

cm
w

of the comedy show for
Inquiry.

ver, not wanting to
go into the merits of the
case, the judge pointed out
he had granted an interim
relief only until the peti-
tioner could approach the
Bombay High Cx and
obtain a regular anticipato-
ry bail.
When he wanted to
know whether steps had
1o file a petition
in the Bombay Court,
M. Suresh. repliad in the

Thereafter, the judge di-

rected the Madras High

Court Registry to find out

whether court notice on

the plea for inter State anti-
1 ha

been served. on April I7.

He also it clear that

the interim relief granted

on March 28 would conti-

nue till the next date of

hearing of the present
a

(With inputs from Purnima
Sah in Mumbat)

Valley of flowers

ing joy: Tours

Seinagar, cn Monday. The garden opened for the season on March 26 AF

cck to the Indira Gandhi Memaorial Tubp Garden, the largest tulip garden in Asia set agsnst the Zsbarwan hills in

Civil disputes turn criminal: CJI says
shows collapse of rule of law in U.P.

NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
ay found
it “absurd” that ordinary

the law and order machin-
sey tn me State.

day. civil suits
are belng

nverted to cri-
minal cases. It is absurd.
Disputes over civil issues
cannot be into of-
fences... There is a com-
of rule of

Disputes over

Every day. civil suits

il issues cannot

be turned into offences_.

remarks came dur-
ing Y hearing of an ap-

an Allahabad Hi

plete
law in Uttar Pradesh,”
Ciief justice = Khanna,
a threejudge
Een:h Including Justices
¢ Kumar and KV. Vis-
observed.

a criminal
against them.
The duo ladng acheque
bounce ad sudd
found themselves charge-
sheeted for criminal

There is a complete
bre

fences, including breach of
trust, intimidation, and cri-
minal conspirac;
counsel said the registra-
tion of criminal cases was a
ploy to reach a speedy re-
solution as civil’ disputes
ook a long t

The top court slayed the
crimin. proceedings
against the two men, but
said the case against the

cheque
would continue.
The Chief Justice said

matter of cheque bounce
into a criminal case.

“Let the inve: of-
ficer stand in the witness

motion in a civil dispute.
The sted the case
for May 5.

LPG cylinder pricier +
by I50; petrol, diesel
excise raised by X2

NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry on
Monday raised the price of
domesuc liquefied petro-
APOLyIoacy.

ised

v on petrol
by 22, there will be no im-
pact on retail prices.

The excise duty is now
Sel sx !I} and 210 a litre for

diesel,

mpeq: tivel

Undon ummer for Pe-
troleum
Hardee; Angh Puﬂ s.nd
that me excise duty was
raised w oll

QQ The excise
increase is
intended to
ompensate OMCS for
the 243,000 crore
that they have
incurred as

levies. “The difference bet-
yween Itanagar and Chen-
Is $9.93." Mr. Purli said,
referrlng LPG  retail

prices.
“India imports more
than 60% of its domestic

=M

masheting companies
(OMCs) for selling LPG cy-
Iinders at a loss, in spite of
the steady increase in the
25 price over the past few
years internationall

~Th, e tacase 1=

ol marketing compa-
nies for the €43,000 crore
that they have incurred as
a loss on the gas part [of
their businesses],” Mr. Pus
said.

The Minister categori-
cally denied that the dury
was being to pre-
pare fiscally for any ~head-

~ as a result of the
U.S. tariffs.
The Union Minister also

stll decrease
trends hold.

if current

“non-B]P States,” with the
latter charging higher State

average
Price Ilnlen\x(

LPG pricing) rose
by 63% [From $355 per me.
tric tonne in july 2023 to

r metric tonne in

tri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY]
consumers for domestic
LPG was reduced by 44%
[from 2903 In August 202.
to 2503 in February Sos1=
Brent crude prices have
been declining over the
ast few days in the after-
math of ehe announce-
ment of the U.S’s “recipro-
cal” tariffs on most
countries. From a peak of
$74.95 on April 2, the price

2n increase In the oll they
would make available.




Indian, global shares slide amid trade war fears

Market opens over 5% down from close on Friday amid concerns over looming recession, recovers gradually to close at 3% loss; U.S. President threatens China with additional

tariffs of 50% over its plans for retaliation, welcomes countries wishing to negotiate; the mood on Dalal Street was also reflected in Japan, South Korea, Hong Kong and China

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

ot since the historic
N lows of the CO-
VID-19 crashes have

global markets witnessed
such drastic falls. Indian
stock markets plunged on
Monday anticipating un-
certainties that could
emerge from the trade war
between the U.S. and Chi-
na, two of the world’s lar-
gest economies, and the
fear of a looming
recession.

Influenced by global
cues, the markets which
opened over 5% down
from the previous close on
Friday gradually recovered
during the day with fron-
tline indices closing with a
loss of 3% led by falls
across the board.

Small and midcap
stocks witnessed more
losses compared with blue-
chip stocks.

The S&P BSE Sensex

closed with a loss of 2,227
points, or 2.95%, at 73,138
points, led by Tata Steel
which fell 7.73%, and L&T
5.78%. Tata Motors fell
5.54% after news came in
that its subsidiary Jaguar
Land Rover (JLR) has halt-
ed exports to the U.S.

Kotak Mahindra Bank
was down 4.33% and M&M
fell 4.11%, while Infosys
was down 3.75%.

The NSE Nifty-50 index
(Nifty), which recovered
during the day, closed at
22,162, down 743 points or
3.24%.

Hints negotiations
Meanwhile, U.S. President
Donald Trump threatened
additional tariffs on im-
ports from China if Beijing
did not withdraw its reta-
liation plans, adding Wash-
ington would begin nego-
tiations  with other
countries if they wish to.
“If China does not with-
draw its 34% increase

Black
Monday

The global stock market rout deepened on
Monday and fears of recession rose after China
retaliated against U.S. tariffs. Sensex fell by
about 3%, while Japan's Nikkei was down

by about 8% and Hong Kong's Hang Seng
plunged by 13%. The graph shows the decline
of various indices on Monday (in %)

-3.24
-5.00
Q
£
g
& -10.00
-15.00 NIFTY 50

Source: Google Finance

-2.95
-4.38
-5.57
BSE FTSE 100 KOSPI
Sensex Index (South Korea)

(United Kingdom)

-7.83
-13.22
Nikkei 225 Hang Seng
Index
[Hong Kong)

above their already long
term trading abuses by to-
morrow, April 8th, 2025,
the United States will im-
pose ADDITIONAL Tariffs
on China of 50%, effective
April 9th,” Mr. Trump said
in a Truth Social post.

The sombre mood on
Dalal Street was also re-

flected among its peers in
Japan, South Korea, Hong
Kong and China.

Japan’s Nikkei 225 de-
clined as much as 8.8%
plummeting to a near one-
and-half year low at
30,792.94 during trade on
Monday. This was before it
managed to pare some

losses to close 7.8% lower
at 31,136.58.

To put Monday’s fall in
perspective, this is not
among the top five falls
seen in the Indian stock
market.

Devarsh Vakil, head,
Prime Research, HDFC Se-
curities said “The bench-

mark Nifty index expe-
rienced exceptional
volatility on Monday, open-
ing with a dramatic 5% gap
down due to negative glo-
bal cues -marking the
steepest opening decline
since March 23, 2020
Seoul’s benchmark KOS-
PI index too found itself at
a 17-month low during the
day closing 5.57% lower at
2,328.20. In fact, the two
indices briefly halted trad-
ing in stock futures by in-
ducing circuit breakers to

stabilise persisting
volatility.
Hong Kong’s bench-

mark Hang Seng Index re-
gistered its steepest single
day decline since the Asian
financial crisis of 1997. It

closed 13.22% lower at
19,828.30.
Meanwhile, China

which has been the first
major economy to impose
retaliatory sanctions, also
found its markets mired in
uncertainty. Shanghai

Composite Index also
closed 7.34% lower at
3,096.58. This marks its
worst day in five years.

Early hours in the U.S.

In the early hours across
the Atlantic however, it
nearly appeared that grim
mood would not be repli-
cated. This was after media
reports held the Trump ad-
ministration was consider-
ing a ninety-day tariff
pause. The downturn res-
umed after White House
denied the story. At 11:20
a.m. ET, the tech-heavy
NASDAQ Composite Index
had lost 310.03 points to
find itself 1.99% lower at
15,277.76 while the Dow
Jones Industrial Average
had slipped 2.70% to
37,279.25. The S&P 500

was down 0.31% at
5,058.37 after having shed
15.71 points.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE 12,13



US THREATENS CHINA WITH ADDL 50% TARIFF

APRIL 7 IS SIXTH BIGGEST SINGLE-DAY SENSEX CRASH

Percentage Change | What Led To Fall?

| LS poll results, BJP gets <272 seats
Covid pandemic

| Pandemic

June 4,2024 | -4390
Mar 23,2020 | -3935
Mar 12,2020 | -2919
Mar 16,2020 | -2713 |-8.0
Feb 24,2022 | -2702 |-4.7
Apr 7, 2025 -2227 |-3.0

THIRD BIGGEST 1-DAY
MARKET CAP LOSS (X CR)

Pandemic
Start of Russia-Ukraine war

-2 TATA COS AMONG
|| TOP 3 SENSEX LOSERS

June 4, 2024
Aug 5, 2024 | -15,32,796
Apr7,2025 |-14,22,207

> Asian markets plunged, while European
markets saw losses of 4% or more. Japan’s

-31,07,806

Unless we solve the trade deficit with
China, I'm not making a deal... If China

Nikkei index tumbled nearly 8%, stocks in does not withdraw its 34% increase above their
Hong Kong plunged 13.2% already long term trading abuses by tomorrow,
> Most Gulf markets slid as well, while oil April 8, US will impose ADDITIONAL

prices extended losses, dropping nearly 3% tariffs on China of 50%, effective April 94 .,

> US’ benchmark index S&P fell 3.8% in early (To Americans) Don't be weak! Don't  # <= w.
trading, Dow Jones down 2% (750pts) by midday. pe stupid! Don’t be a PANICAN e
Price of bitcoin plunged 10% (a new party based on weak
> Rupee declined 60p, the steepest fall in nearly and stupid people!)

3 months, to settle at 85.84 against the dollar —~US President Trump




Sensex Relatlvely Unscathed... Amid State Of Mkt Confusion

MAKING BEARS GREAT AGAIN

lllustration:
Ram

Day 3 On Dalal Street
Sensex
73,138
April 3 April 4 April 7

® A $10-trillion equity wipeout engulfed shares
in Asia and Europe, with the S&P 500 briefly
crossing the threshold of a bear market

® Emerging markets like India have been
comparatively unharmed since Wednesday

® The market rout is claiming another victim —
the dollar. The US currency has seen its worst start
to a year since the 2008 global financial crisis

77k

76k

75k

T4k

73k

T2k

Global Shockwaves

% change since tariffs announcement on April 2

S&P 500 (US)
Nasdag Composite
Dow Jones

Europe

CAC 40 (France)
Dax (Germany)
FTSE 100 (UK)
Asia

Hang Seng (HK)
Nikkei (Japan)
Kospi 200 (Korea)
SSE Composite (China)
Sensex

Source: LSEG Data, Reuters, Bloomberg; Compiled by Aseem Gujar




Analyzing Market Declines Due to Trade Tensions

Global Recession Fears 6\3
Economic Slowdown

Investor Panic

<« >\ Sharp Decline in Stock
’ [|_|]_|]_|1 Markets

Trade Negotiations
Breakdown

Tariff Escalations

US-China Trade War 0
Tensions €=



Decline in Global Stock Indices

13.22%

Leading Indian stock Hong Kong's key stock
SEHE exchange index m market index

Major Indian stock Japan's premier stock
market index market index



Trade Tensions Escalate: A Timeline of Events

April 8, 2025

China imposes
retaliatory tariffs on US
goods

April 8, 2025

US tech markets
experience volatility

Donald Trump threatens
50% tariffs on Chinese
imports




Inclusive trade
benefits Exclusive trade
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Comparing Trade Negotiation Approaches
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India's Trade Dependency

Tata Steel érjgﬁ

Tata Motors Q
Understanding
@ India's Economic

Vulnerability
T
IT Companies —)E:j]




Asia-Pacific Economic Impact

Affected
Countries

Countries in the
Asia-Pacific region
hit hardest by
economic issues.

\?\

\

€,

/\7I

India’s
Situation

India is indirectly
affected by global
economic
integration despite
not being involved in
the tariff battle.

J




LPG cylinder pricier -

by I50; petrol, diesel
excise raised by 32

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry on
Monday raised the price of
domestic liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG) by ¥50 a cy-
linder, in both subsidised
and non-subsidised catego-
ries. While it also notified
an increase in the excise
duty on petrol and diesel
by 22, there will be no im-
pact on retail prices.

The excise duty is now

set at T13 and 10 a litre for
petrol and diesel,
respectively.

Union Minister for Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep Singh Puri said
that the excise duty was
raised to compensate oil
marketing companies
(OMCs) for selling LPG cy-
linders at a loss, in spite of
the steady increase in the
gas price over the past few
years internationally.

“The excise increase is
intended to compensate
the oil marketing compa-
nies for the ¥43,000 crore
that they have incurred as
a loss on the gas part [of
their businesses],” Mr. Puri
said.
The Minister categori-
cally denied that the duty
was being increased to pre-
pare fiscally for any “head-
winds” as a result of the
U.S. tariffs.

The Union Minister also
denied that the govern-
ment was pushing against
a fuel price decrease
against the backdrop of
lower crude prices. In fact,
he said, fuel prices may
still decrease if current
trends hold.

Differences in price

Mr. Puri also cited diffe-
rences in petrol prices bet-
ween “BJP States” and
“non-BJP States,” with the
latter charging higher State

Q The excise
increase is
intended to
compensate OMCs for
the 343,000 crore
that they have
incurred as 3
aloss
HARDEEP
SINGH PURI
Union Minister

for Petroleurn and
Natural Gas

levies. “The difference bet-
ween Itanagar and Chen-
nai is ¥9.93,” Mr. Puri said,
referring to LPG retail
prices.

“India imports more
than 60% of its domestic
LPG consumption,” Minis-
try sources said. “Prices of
LPG in the country are
linked to its price in the in-
ternational market. Go-
vernment continues to
modulate the effective
price to consumer for
domestic LPG ... While the
average Saudi Contract
Price [international bench-
mark for LPG pricing] rose
by 63% [from $385 per me-
tric tonne in July 2023 to
$629 per metric tonne in
February 2025], the effec-
tive price for Pradhan Man-
tri Ujjwala Yojana [PMUY]
consumers for domestic
LPG was reduced by 44%
[from 903 in August 2023
to ¥503 in February 2025].”

Brent crude prices have
been declining over the
last few days in the after-
math of the announce-
ment of the U.S’s “recipro-
cal” tariffs on most
countries. From a peak of
$74.95 on April 2, the price
on Monday was around $10
less, as the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting
Countries, led primarily by
Saudi Arabia, announced
an increase in the oil they
would make available.

MIXED BAG FOR COMMON MAN

m The price of a 14.2 kg LPG cylinder will increase to
853 from 803 earlier for general users

B The new cylinder price for

Ujjwala beneficiaries now
stands at ¥553 from ¥503

B The current

price of petrol in
Delhiis 294.77
per litre, while

diesel costs
Z87.67 alitre

HARDEEP SINGH PURI,
OIL MINISTER

OMCs will have
headroom for -
price revision 2
not upwards but '
downwards if
prices (of
crude oil)
remain lower

B The revenue [
mop-up from |
the excise
hike would be
35,000
crore




Changes in Fuel and LPG Prices

Decision to Increase
LPG Prices

Government decides to
raise LPG prices by ¥50.

Increase in Excise
Duty on Petrol

Excise duty on petrol is
raised by ¥2/litre.

Increase in Excise
Duty on Diesel

Excise duty on diesel is
raised by ¥2/litre.




EA

Excise Hike Justification

Statement by
Minister

Union Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri
announces the excise hike.

Financial Losses
Identified

OMCs face approximately
43,000 crore in losses.

Compensatory
Measure

The excise hike is
implemented to offset
these losses.

Subsidized LPG
Sales

OMCs continue selling LPG
at subsidized rates despite
international price
increases.




Saudi Contract Price for LPG Over Time

629

February 2025
Increased Saudi LPG
July 2023 contract price

Initial Saudi LPG
contract price



Valley of flowers
i
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Blooming joy: Tourists flock to the Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip Garden, the largest tulip garden in Asia set against the Zabarwan hills in
Srinagar, on Monday. The garden opened for the season on March 26. AFp



s Example: Petrol Price Composition (Approximate)

Component Amount (2 per litre)
Base Price (Crude + Refinery) ¥48-55

Excise Duty (Central) ¥19-22

State VAT (e.g. Delhi) ¥16-25

Dealer Commission %4

Final Retail Price F90-105
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Naveen says
will look into
BJD voting
on Wagf Bill

HUBANESWAR

Reiterating that the Biju Ja-

ment- for its principles in

the past, former Chief Mi-
nlster and party president
Nawveen Patnaik on

AtPs in Rajya Sabha on
the Waqgf (Amendment)
Bill, 20:

Rajya Sabha to individual
conscience .
BJD Rajya Sabha mem-

members of the
delegation were agitated,
and sought answers from
the former Chief Minister

on why the BJD had opted
for such an approach to
the Wagf Bill.

Modi, Trump harmed
economies, Congress
says on market rout

Reality is biting back and the Prime Minister is nowhere to be seen. says

Rahuk party says India has to build resilient. production-based economy

giving their r eco-
nomies “selfinflicted
wounds®.

i a sharp fall in

irroring
global equities in a fallout

of the U.S. President’s tariff

e -
ment’s silence on the hi

« posed on Indian
exports to US. by
) p ministration,
Leader of the
in the Sabhk atost

the social media plarform

Jawam Ramesh

X that India had to build a

“resilient~. “p ton-
based onomy~  thar
worked for all ns.

nowhere to be seen,” he
said.

n X,
general secretary (commus-
nications) Jairam Ramesh
said, ~It is no wonder that
Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump
describe themselves as
good friends. Both are ex-

perts in giving their econo-
mies selfinflicted wounds.
November 5, 2016 was de-
monetisation. April 2, 2025
was the bizarre reciprocal
tariffs. Markets are react-
ing predictably in a “tarif-

manner,” Mr. Ra-
mesh said

“Downward spiral”
Senlor

ed
B it 1s fanny that Modifi
has not umered a word,”
she said in a statement.

Ahmedabad AICC session to focus
on empowering district-level units

s Phukan
AHMEDABAD

From celebrating the cen-
tenary year of Mahatma
Gandhi's presidency of the

Congress Committee will
seek o underline the par-
©y’s legacy in Gujar.

Ahead of the mzedng on
April 8 and Congress
leader Pawan mra sald
every section of
it the middle class, Dahls
tribal people or minorities,
was “feeling cheated under
rule and the entre

way forward.”

Gearing up: under way in
the A% India Congress Commitiee session. #T3

Khera. who heads the par-

ty’s media and publicity
wing. He said that despite
slogans as “Congress-

will include the DOCS Imd-
al

almed at empowering the
organisation at the grass
roots level. On

Distric Ce
Committees (DCCs) in de-

Tuesday, an
'C will meet at
bhbhai Pa-

having a say In selection of

the citizens, not Just & pot.
sical

party”.
Gujarat Congress chief
Shaktisinh Gohil said the
AKCC session was being
held in_Cujarat after 64

held a sharwuwar a1 |95| 3

cutining rqusmmues

booth-level
ol e creating addi-
tonal  functional i

and block-le-

Political affairs panel
Every DCC will have a polit-
ical affairs cor
can

l'ru:n.u“m e el
e

ce
the party's

el to approve
the draft resolutions for
the session and, a day Later,
the AICC session will take
place, with 1.725 elected
rs and co-ope-

Py members participating.
sesstion  themed
-Ny.ypnh, Sankalp, Sa

marpan and Sangharsh’
‘will be held on the banks of
the Sabarmati between Sa-
and Ko-

am -
chrab Ashram. Multple re-
solutions are expected on

to &
Honal political _develop-
ments as well as thase per-

Sohation could be there on
Mahatma Gandhi and Sar-
dar Patel, indicated a party
source.

CPI(M) disapproves of
ED action on makers
of Malayalam film

BMADURAL

mmunist Party of india

tion with a recently re-
leased

A Baby

broader authoritarian tac-
tics employed by the
which che CP1

. Em-
puraan. The film was
neither political nor did it

(M) has vowed to resist,
said. During the 24th par(y

Tribal people, Dalits are treated as
second-class citizens in India: Rahul

While  addressing party

leaders during a “Save
Constitution Conference™
in Pamx.

n his third visic po mhar

Ayi would probably write
periments iche
Lies™.

ologies, ot it Just depicted
the religious pogrom
hich happened in Gujarac

n 2002. Im [makers]
is being bl g

fascist attacks against de-
mocratic rights~. The ac-
ton i the film was
just one example of the

ed in Madurai on Sunday,
Mr. Bal had announced
that the parcy would unite

RSS, Mr.
Gandhi sald lhe Constitu-

Raising isswes: Congress leader Rahus Gandhs curing a march in

Begusaral in Bihar on Monday. P11

conducted a caste survey

its results, we I 4

the reservaton. I myself
in front of

dra Modi that if

Nehru and B.R. Ambedkar.

Lashing out at the
Centre, I\‘I Gandhi said tri-
bal people and Dalits were
treated as second class citi-
zens in India_

“In this country, if you
are not from the upper
caste, then you are a se-
cond-class citizen. 1 am
saying this because I have

the system very deeply. We

50% Himit,” he sasd.

and raise volces for their
rights.

Attacking the Modi go-
vernment over price rise,

the Congress leader said
crude off had reached its

lowest level in four years.

Ar. Gandhi said select bil-
Honaires were doing polit-
d Congress was

ple from EBC, OBC, Dalit,
Class  and
ess  president

[Congr:
Malilarjun) Khargell and §
a clear

B en have to
be given space. We wans to
the face of Bihar by

inging vouth of the
State into politics,” Mr.
Gandhi said.

mar governm.
gress leader said
government
beneﬁung Adani and P
i and If a Congress go
were

hi said that earler districe
presidents were from up-
per castes, but the new list
had two-thirds of the peo-

formed. &t would work fn'
the
Easlier in the day, Mr.

‘BJP tops list, receives
32,243.947 crore in
donations in 2023-24"

NEW DELHI

by the
ties for the financial year

1384 cror
rmm those of the p

ial year.
'rhg BIP declared a total
of ¥2,243.947 crore from

24. marking a 211.72% in-

decreased 70.18% or
226.038 crore, while dona-
tions declared by Nati

by 98.02% or $7.331 crore_
State-wise, Del was
the highest contributor,
which gave a coml of
2989.20 e na-
Honai parties, followed by
Gujara! at T404.512 crore
Maharashtra at

as-a 079 crore.
The of do-

ess, which de-

aggregate by g
Aam Aadmi AAP),
National People’s Party,

and CPEMD.

Donations to the BJP in-
creased from 719.858
Gore in 202223 o
22,243.947 crore In 2023-

‘was made on the addresses

by corporate or business

-« amounting  to
22,262.5537 crore, while
individual donors donated
2270.872 crovre (Il') 6463 %
of total donations).

Supreme Courts of India,
Nepal sign deal for judicial
cooperation and exchange

NEW DELsI

The Supreme Courts of In-

Judicial exchanges, joint  tice Khanna
Tesearch, - raining ‘pro. . the CJI said
gramm, md Nepal has Incorporated In-
wisits_ It “m.lu be (r\ml o dian constituti
better understand and re-  trines. ~These include the
solve the
faced by the judsciary like Structure of the Con-
ess to justice, stitution. I
Tiote how some SFoRY

stitutional rights in a rapid-
Iy <l

He recounted how the
was in-

h Man Si Raut,
said: “jurisp ex-
changes ensure that our

spired by a o Gocision of its
Nepal counterpart that led
to decriminalising Section
377 or the Indian Penal

e Indian court noted

jur!

the Cll noted.

Khanna ap-

pmmled the Nepal Su-

preme Court’s interpreta-

tion of the concept of
“ecactde-

£ not only recognised

i thrastic Tt e oo

of

cies are not insular. but
open to learning, adapea-

is MoU aims to
formal mechanisms for
cm

the
with

drawing inspiration from

al but also
firmly grounded the right
to a clean and healthy envi-
ronment,” Chief justice
na said.

U.S. Supreme Court
denies Rana’s plea
against extradition

NEW YORK

The US. Supreme Cou
has rejected 26/11 Mumbat
a Ta-
na's  appeal
seeking a stay on his extra-
moving him

g
closer to being handed ov-
er to Indian authorites to
face justice.

Rana, 64, a Canadian
national of Pakistani ori-
gin, is currently lodged at a

Tahawwwur Rana

had denled the

centre in Los.
Rana had submitted an
‘En\eYBEnCy Application

the Supreme Court of the

United States and Circult

Jum-:e for the Ninth Circust
ena Kagan.

tion for Stay Pending Liti-
gation of Petition for Writ

Habeas Corpus pre-
viously addressed to jus-
tice Kagan®, and requested

that the application be di-
rected to U.S. Chief Justice
John Roberts. A notice on

said,
nnndenhedbyﬂm(aur:"

|

Plea in SC accuses MINS chief
of hate speech and inciting
violence against north Indians

NEW DELHI

A petition was filed in the
Supreme Court on Mon
accusing Maharashtra Nav-
nirman Sena (MNS) presi-
dent Raj Thackeray of hate
speech and inciting vio-

ed by advocate Sr
Parakkar. sald the Maha

rashtra governm.

the police did not respond

to his repeated requests

Y

Mz Shukla said his advo-

Raj Thackeeay

na-edgzoups.
that_on
Aarch 30, during a Guds

north Indians for

speaking Hindi. The peti,

tion said the speech h.
been b R
violent attacks on Hindi-
aking employees at
multiple locations in Mum-
Powai and D-

despite s many
complaints, no FIR had
been registered.




‘BJP tops list, receives
32,243.947 crore in
donations in 2023-24’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The total donations de-
clared by the national par-
ties for the financial year
2023-24 were 32,544.278
crore, out of which
32,243.947 crore was de-
clared by the BJP, says a re-
port by the poll watchdog
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR).

The ADR analysis of da-
ta submitted by the parties
to the Election Commis-
sion (EC) said the total do-
nations increased by
%1,693.84 crore, or 199.17%,
from those of the previous
financial year.

The BJP declared a total
of 32,243.947 crore from
8,358 donations, followed
by the Congress, which de-
clared %281.48 crore from
1,994 donations. The dona-
tions declared by the BJP
are more than six times the
aggregate by the Congress,
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
National People’s Party,
and CPI(M).

Donations to the BJP in-
creased from ¥719.858
crore in 202223 to
32,243.947 crore in 2023-

24, marking a 211.72% in-
crease. Similarly, dona-
tions to the Congress rose
from ¥79.924 crore in FY
2022-23 to ¥281.48 crore in
FY 2023-24, reflecting a
252.18% increase.

In comparison to the
previous financial year, do-
nations declared by AAP
decreased by 70.18% or
¥26.038 crore, while dona-
tions declared by National
People’s Party decreased
by 98.02% or ¥7.331 crore.

State-wise, Delhi was
the highest contributor,
which gave a total of
¥989.20 crore to the na-
tional parties, followed by
Gujarat at ¥404.512 crore
and  Maharashtra at
1334.079 crore.

The segregation of do-
nations according to State
was made on the addresses
provided by the parties in
their donations report to
the EC, the ADR said.

Nearly 89% of donations
made to the parties were
by corporate or business
sectors, amounting to
¥2,262.5537 crore, while
individual donors donated
¥270.872 crore (10.6463 %
of total donations).



Political Party Donations in FY 2023-24

2243.947

2544.278

281.48

Maijority recipient of
party donations

Total Donations Congress

Combined donations to Minor recipient
all parties compared to BJP



1693.84

Total Donations

Significant overall
increase in donations

Political Party Donation Changes (2023-24)

2243.947

Substantial decline in
donations

Major growth in party
donations

Congress

Notable rise in party
contributions

NPP

Almost complete loss of
donations




Indian States

Delhi

Gujarat

Maharashtra Financial

Contribution
(crore

State-wise Financial Contributions rupees)




Contribution Sources Comparison

2262.5537

Corporate/Business
donations

Major contributor to total
donations

270.872

Individual donations

Minor contributor to total
donations
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Flight makes emergency
landing as passenger dies

An IndiCio Alrlines Might made an emergency
he airport in Maha
sammilah.

Medical College and Hospital in Chhatrapari
Sambhjinagar

Guwahati to host meeting of
Information Commissioners

Guwahatl, Assam’s principal ciry, will hose a
mueeting of the Chief Information Comimissioners
of the country on Tuesday_ A statement from the
Mational Federation of Information Commissions
of india (NFICD said the meeting of its Lith
ual general body and 32nd Boa
Eoormers arowib T o Irtter cooritnation
smomse i Cendral snel Sinte Ixierion
Trant shue

use
af Information technologies or toos, and
encourages nitinthros ln wafters rebated fo
transparen<y and accountability in governance.
Heeralal Samariya is the president of the NEHCE

Mamata meets affected
teachers, offers support

CM says West Bengal will approach the top court with a review petition, and fight’ for candidates

affecred by the order cancelling teaching and non-teaching appoinuments in State-run schools

KOLEATA

he crisis facing the
West Bengal School
Education Trepart-

o
aum:ng Aespice (_h.el -
nister Mamata
assurance to
dates thar the govern
fight for their rights.
Ms_ Banerjee held a
meeting with the affected
candidaies at the Netajl In-  jee's suggestion that they
can offer voluntary
es, as they felt |[ ] vt
help them pay bil
Fne Chict Minister also
added that the West Be:

Wiest Bengal Chief Minister Marmata Bany
tve Netaji Irdacr Stacsam in Kolkata on Manday. DERASISH SHADURT

pro
O Banalt of e St Eo

many opposed Ms. Baner-

ejee addresses teachers at

vernment and fight for the
deserving candsdates,” she
sabd

,qmu 5 llphe]d P o=k
custta H -

annullmg the recruiiment

0@ s

uation “where It ks difficult
to separate the tainted
the untainted partici-

During her address, the

chance to submit the list by
wlll

CDS says ‘military
space doctrine’ to be
out in three months

NEW DELHI

Ir)dla]swnr]ur\gnna “mnili-
ace doctrine™ that is
ety 1o be broughe aut in

COUNTY I recent wears,
and the work of the De-
fence Space Agency.

The CDS also sald that
humanity was on the “cusp
af o era® whem epace in

Eanisation (ISRO and priv-
i wartare, andpl(medﬂ:r ate sector.” he sakd,

developing a “space cul- The Defence Space
fure” thar 5 develop- ncy is working om an

exi warfare schools

~-rn Defence  Space

s working  on

Trmging ot a mllils_r)'
space wih

Age:
integrated sarellite com-
munication grid o mitigate
the current imitations and
“prepare ourselves for fu-
ture”, he said. He under-
lined that military space
operations are critical for
identifying nsial
threars to national securi-

cy.” the CDS told a gather- 5, and the wul-
F defe and space  nerabilities may extend
experts. General Chauhan the space-based

also mentioned the go-

NCDs can strike early; health risks
rise post-menopause, says report

CHENNAL

report showed that
bretes rates spiked From 143

pre-mencpause to 405
The ~Health of the Nation post-m use.
205" rej ¢ 1o Obesity rose  sharply
Hospitals  has  indicated from TE% to &6% and pre-
that non-communicable vale of fawy liwer
diseases (WCIH often begin climbed from 54% to 70%.
early, sometimes even in Hypertension e fro
chil or adolescence. 15% 0 40%. Concluding
The  fAndings  also that clustering of metabol-
showed increased health ic and c ar comn-
risks for women postm ithons increases post-me-
use, with significant nopause,  the  report
rise in diabetes, obesity, Sugar surges Thereport soys diabetes rates spiked from 1455 emphasised the need for
faery liver, and  pre-menopause tn 40% past-menopause. SEUTERS comprehensive health
hyperensian management strategies.
fil edition of the 285 lakh students across  dents in college are pre-ly-
repm[ was Eaunched on  primary. middle and high  pertensive, % of col- Fatty Hver

n three
T it o oo
in college across six States
and ¥ cities.

r concern was the

If not properly  man-
aged, the burden of NCDs

Jagadesh Kumar retires
as Chairman of University
Grants Commission

=

Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar
has retired as Chairman of
the University Grants Cam-
mission (UG
Ha took gver fiae posl-
in  Feb

s
Kumar promoted the prin-
ciples of the National Sdu-

son

nbsing | granting equiva-

lence academic
qllal.iﬁcx\:!nns obtained
from Forelgn instio

‘,ﬂ'

Jagadesh amar

milona. My Knmoae pro-
moted the NEP cons:
Iy through his policies and
speseches.
Debated decision

ar an event about

Pilot norms:
HC asks DGCA
to adhere to
July 1 timeline

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELF

question everything

of the most debated | After a  shoyear  battle
decisions under Mr. Ku- | mounted by pilots for re-
laxed duty hours and es
T Teat, thi Tl High
Court on Monday disposed

The Draft

PG education.
WUGE (Minkmum Standards

of  Instructions o the
Award of UG and PG De-

the courtry. The results revealed a  contnues o escalate and Grant of Equivalence  the spirit of the NEP, Mr.  grees) Regulations, 2024 | new rules, the court made
rise in obesity with age —  throughout a person’s Hfe- to Qualifications Obtained  Kumar “Let stu- oposed sweel g | it clear that the implemen-
2.85 lakh students. 285 lege students  time, leading to significant from Foreign Educational — dents think freely, without s in admission o | as | tatton  dmeline  cant
) in adule- of disci-  the s e breach the July 1 rmeline
2 now allow for the re-  plinary boundaries. Stu-  grammes. This rm.gm o rt
hting _trends in ial copmition of quolificstions  dents shonld not he con. e ghidents fhe Hbe if the DGCA breached the
Foun Lan port il S of st i wormen's Reatn the  and hypercholeiemlomia | obtained Tom  ofsbore are rmamMdlsciplinary | Hmeline, podtoners ool
Apolle Hospitals, screened  high school and 193¢ of stu-  impact of menopause, the  — not aleohol alone. campuses of foreign nsti- El\al.lellge e rare quo  edwscarion. approach the courr.
SUDOKL
s E.il"l‘ll

THEREs BwErE -+
=

13 Dispanch ridier bags letters sssantisliy 11 nobleman (8]

18 Quies shooter, they say I

1B Apan from cycling chss 151

20 Redenvihiller & fghting s battle, lost heageart )

24 itislly, Godd forbid first (3.4

S e

2T Three should lesve European Lisicn at the outset (9]

T8 mumer holed up in crevasse (5]
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Proceeds fram criminal maney? Ssend for the audience (9]
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The road to right living

The Lord manifested as Rama in Treta Yuga and 1o this

day, even in Kali Yuga, the Ramayana, His biography, con-

tinues to be the top manual of good conduct, bath spiri-
s

. V.
wetails with the eficacious lifestyle as recommended in
the vedas and showclse-s Rama of flawless traits. Over
rk has been translated into various lan-

mayana holds sway 2s 2
living_ It highlights the 16 desirable qualities thar Rama

CIFFICULTY RATING: T e T

Solution to previeus puzs
=]

Him 1o lead a life of virmue and adhere
o dharma in every way, regardless of the challenges faced
as a human belng One may see that op 1o

&= OROW~NO N

N0 =D/t & 0B

me~msom=n

e e
NEvee=onalk
N WONob 0

chi in s than half the maits ar.
tributed to Kama. How then can ordinary individuals em-
ulate Rama? His Earmous 16 trairs are not impossible goals,
but easily applicable in ones day-to-day Iife. Rama is re-
nowned for his anribute of fo - W are not dus:-
bins to hold all the wrongs and II.lsofmeworld bt should
let go. Veeryawan ks mot scmeon: s wiolence to
subjugare peoplebqnonewvﬂ\[hea‘bll.'ty[omdls(
1oas, Including kingdom. He accepted the change in

runes calmly: N says Rama's face was like 3 newly
lotus upon ILear!ngo\fIllshanlshmm



Jagadesh Kumar retires
as Chairman of University

Grants Commission

The Hindu Bureau

Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar
has retired as Chairman of
the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC).

He took over the posi-
tion in February 2022.
Throughout his tenure, Mr.
Kumar promoted the prin-
ciples of the National Edu-
cation Policy, 2020.

Under his tenure, the
UGC announced a new set
of regulations to stream-
line the process of recog-
nising and granting equiva-

lence to academic
qualifications  obtained
from foreign institutions.

The UGC (Recognition
and Grant of Equivalence
to Qualifications Obtained
from Foreign Educational
Institutions) Regulations,
2025, now allow for the re-
cognition of qualifications
obtained from offshore
campuses of foreign insti-

Jagadesh Kumar

tutions. Mr. Kumar pro-
moted the NEP consistent-
ly through his policies and
speeches.

Debated decision

Speaking at an event about
the spirit of the NEP, Mr.
Kumar said, “Let the stu-
dents think freely, without
any constraints of disci-
plinary boundaries. Stu-
dents should not be con-
formists; they should
challenge the status quo

and question everything
they study.”

One of the most debated
decisions under Mr. Ku-
mar’s tenure was the dis-
continuation of the UGC-
CARE list. It was a list of
quality academic journals,
first introduced in 2018.
The UGC-CARE list has
been replaced by a set of
parameters for choosing
journals based on eight cri-
teria.

As Chairman of the
UGC, Mr. Kumar brought
many reforms to UG and
PG education. The Draft
UGC (Minimum Standards
of Instructions in the
Award of UG and PG De-
grees) Regulations, 2024
proposed sweeping chang-
es in admission as well as
the structure of pro-
grammes. This brought to
the students the liberty to
pursue multidisciplinary
education.



Educational Reforms and Initiatives in India
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MoSPI Released
“Women and Men in
India 2024” Report



MoSPI Publication on Gender Statistics 2024
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Women's Economic Participation in India

60.1% 39.2% 42.2%
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Key Social Metrics in India



Exercise INDRA
2025




INDRA Exercises: Enhancing Maritime Security

-
\
\
~

Enhancing Interoperability - - |

Countering Maritime Threats - -’

[u:s India-Russia Relations]

- Inception in 2003

- -

- - Defense Collaboration



Project Varsha




India's Strategic Naval Advancements

2026 —o

Commissioning of INS Varsha,
India's first dedicated nuclear

submarine base — 2026
Operationalization of INS
Aridhaman, third nuclear-
W powered submarine




Indian Navy

Authority overseeing the
project

INS Varsha

Core submarine base facility

Naval Infrastructure
Project

Foundation of the initiative

INS Varsha Project Hierarchy

Rambilli

Strategic location for the
base

Visakhapatnam

Nearby major city
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What report was recently released by the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI)?

. gTeT &1 A WifeTh 3N FRIFHA FRTTaIT AT (MoSPI) o
i @ RAE arH FHr 8§72
A. India’s GDP Forecast Report
B. Gender Equality Index
C. Women and Men in India 2024
D. Sustainable Growth Report



Exercise INDRA 2025 is a joint military exercise between which
countries?

» TFHTATSS INDRA 2025 fret Qe & fiTr wgera der 3reamw 872
. India and France

ndia and Russia

ndia and USA

. India and Japan

o_npu>



What is Project Varsha related to?

- NotFe auT fFad gafaa 87
A. Climate monitoring
B. Nuclear submarine base
C. Rainwater harvesting
D. Weather forecasting system



In which field is Project Varsha being developed?

- Miotee auT frg & & RefAa fhar s @ 8§72
A. Space technology
B. Naval defense
C. Artificial intelligence
D. Meteorology



Where is the new vertical lift Pamban bridge located?
A. Kerala

B. Andaman Islands
C. Tamil Nadu
D. Gujarat



Word of the day

Benign:

not dangerous to health; not recurrent or
progressive (especially of a tumour); pleasant
and beneficial in nature or influence; kindness of
disposition or manner

Synonym: graciousness

Usage: Her face was calm and benign.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/benignpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /brnamy/




Thank you
guys.
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