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* 1. What is the significance of World Braille Day, celebrated on
January 47

4 FTTa T AFATT AT arel f92q o9l feaqd &1 Agead F41 82

« A. Tribute to Helen Keller / geleT el ! &Eﬂﬁﬁ%l’
B. Commemorates Louis Braille's contributions / ﬂ? sl & ANTCr
&I TG HIAT
C. Promotes technology for the visually impaired /ﬁ'al?l?-ﬁ & fav
gic@faFr # Fgrar o

D. Celebrates global literacy programs / dfRas A1&edr FIAHAL
%l 3cHd



* Who has the right to change their name and gender on birth
certificates, as upheld in the Ms. X vs State of Karnataka case, 20247

Ms. X ITH IS chg-lclcch ATH, 2024 H, Sed YA 99 )
ATH 3R foleT deola ol IR & 87

* A. Women only / hdel ATET3T &I

B. Transgender individuals / TrESIST ATFdAT HI
C. Men only / &dd 38T &I

D. All individuals / 8 afaaal #\




 Which newly inaugurated railway division is expected to boost
connectivity in northern India?

hiel AT gl &7 H 3cdice fohdl 31T Jefd T3dislel 30X ARA A
hoATFeidel ol daled ol 3FHIC 87

* A. Jammu Railway Division / STFH Yeld f3disrer
B. Firozpur Railway Division / ﬁT{SI\TvI'EI:T o e
C. Srinagar Railway Division / fieT9¥ Ye1d f3dIster
D. Leh Railway Division / 9§ Yeld f3distet




. What major project does the Jammu Railway Division oversee?
% é—qﬁsrrr i T JAG IRATSTAT T AITRTAT AT
I?

* A. Anji Khad Bridge / 31T @8 s
B. Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train /?FIH%' - gHCIdIG W é?l'
C. Chenab Rail Bridge / fReTar ¥ ot

D.Both Aand C/ ¥ 33X &Y <A




* What technology was developed by CSIR to reduce India's
dependency on imported raw materials?

TSI carT Fhf@d i A derelles IRT $T 3mATiad
hed ATl W [ARAr o 8 Sl g7

* A. Indigenous paracetamol drug / Faceft SrAemATer ar

B. Renewable energy tech / AU FaAT igAIahT
C. Al-based health monitoring systems / 13’3-11'%'—.E-ITEIITﬁT-I' EATERY

ferar=l gotrelY
D. Advanced vaccine development / 3o d dodleT A




What new poverty line has been set for rural areas in FY24 according to SBI
Research?

THAI3NS 3T & 3TN FY24 H AT &1 & fT g ardiely @
FI7 TR Fr 918 872

A.X1,000
B. X1,632
C.X2,000
D.X1,944




* What percentage of India's poverty rate has decreased as per the latest report by SBI
Research?

THAIS 3T ol FAdleddd RAC & HTaR, HRA A e &X foha
gfderd A g‘é g7

* A.Below 10%/ 10% & =
B. Below 8% / 8% ¥ #a
C. Below 5% /5% & #d
D. Below 3% / 3% & &9




* What is the aim of ISRO’s CROPS experiment involving cowpea seeds?

@ﬁ%m&wﬁ%ﬁmﬁ@wmwmww

?

* A. Study plant growth in microgravity / ATSshIaadl d qle &y
gef HT EATA FHIAT

Ii'. bevelop disease-resistant crops/fI?T gfareht el F1 Qs
h ol

C. Test soil composition in space/Bi?Iﬁ'?ﬂ' H ﬁw $T AT FT
qO&TOT HIAT

D. Study genetic mutations/3TI'§I"3"f§l’$ qi@dal &1 reTTT HIEAT



* Which year marked the adoption of World Braille Day by the United Nations General
Assembly?

HYFA IS FARTHAT earT faRg o fe@w 1 foh aw 9= sr=m ar?

* A. 2015
B. 2016
C. 2018
D. 2020
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Fight Club

Chuck Palahniuk

“The things you
own end up owning
you.”

— Chuck Palahniuk, Fight Club
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ABsENCE OF COMMISSIONERS
SC calls out Centre,
States over RTI delays

respiratory
illnesses’

Maoists losing
but

ground

commimED ENDEAVOUR
U.S. to join India

to make sonobuoys
NEWS » PAGE 4

threat persists

Recent attacks show
they remain a threat

OPINION » PAGE 3

MEW HORIZON
V. Narayanan named
new ISRO Chairman
NEWS » PAGE &

INSIDE

Including the energy from
waste to-energy plants
through open access. 3 PAGE 3

oting for_the 70-
member Delhi As.
sembly will be held

in a single phase on Febru-
the Election Com-

mission  announced on

Tuesday.

Byeiections &0 the As
sembly < of

e (Eas in Tamil Nadu
and Milkipur in Uttar Pra-
desh will be held on the
same date.

Counting of votes will
take place on February 8.

While the last date for
6ling nominations Is Janu-
ary 17, the scrutiny of nom-

inations will be completed

by January 18. The Last date

for withdrawal of nomina-

tlons is January 20. The en-

tire poil process will be

completed by February 10.
the

Choice of date

Announcing the dates at a
press conference here,
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar said the
polling date had been de-
Iiberately placed on a Wed-
nesday (weekday) as in
Maharashtra so that more

eople could vote.
According to the final

Chief Election Commissioner Ragy Xumar and the Election
Commissaners announcing the poll schedule. SUSHL KUMAR VERWA

electoral rolls published on
Monday, Delhi total
of 155 crore voters, of

83.49 lakh are men,
7174 lakh women, and
1,261 transgender people.

There are 25 89 lakh young
voters. 2.08 lakh first-time
wvoters, and 830 above 100
years of age._

An intense batle is on
the cards as the Aam Aad-

mi Party (AAP), led by
former (;hlef Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal, is seeking a
third term in office. In the
2020 b

objections  at  various

stages-
‘The byelection was ne-
cessitated in Milkipur as
d Of the Sa-

transparency

strict protocols, and
party has the right to raise

majwadi Party quit the seat
after being elected to the
Lok Sabha from Ayodhya,
and in Erode (East), due to
the death of Congress MLA
EV.KS.

‘ebruary & the AAP and BJP have sparred over additions and deletions in the voter list; every step of the electoral roll
. asserts CEC: bypolls to Assembly constituencies of Erode (East) in TN and Milkipur in UP. will be held the same day

Budgam and Nagrota
would be held later be
cause of heavy snowfall
have time «ll April
and we will complete those
elections before that,” he
said.

Mr. Kumar said that by-
polls were due in two more

asirhat
Of the 70 seats in Delhi. I.ok b.abhz ear In West
and 12 and Vi r As-

58 are general
reserved.

More than 13,000 poll-
ing stations will be set up in
Delhi, Mr. K said.

The CEC said that by-
polls due in two other As-
sembly constituencies in
Jammu and Kashmir —

seat in Gujarac, Ho-
wever, as there were pend-
ing_election petutions in
both cases. the bypolls
have to wait.

OM ELECTORAL ROLLS
»PAGES

Pravasi Bharativa
Divas events to

begin today

BHUBANESWAR
The 18th Pravas Bharatiya

Divas 5 st to commence in
Odisha on Wednesday. The

ahorat,”
Prime Minister Narendra
on the second day of the
convention. » PAGE &

will be maugurated by
Modi

Automobile retail
sales decline 12%
YoY in December

rMuUsBAL
Aasto retail sales in December
=5 126% year-or-year fy-o-y}
and 45.26% month-on-month
(m-o-mi, as per Federation of
Actomobie

Associations {FADA) data,

3w a contraction.» PAGE 13

Dissanayvake to
visit China from
January i to 17

coLomno
President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake will vist China
from January 14 to 17, the
Cabinet spokesman
arnounced on Tuesday,
confumming the Sl Lankan
leader's second state visit
abroad. % PAGE

NEW DELIE

presently stationed. » PAGE 14
cm
x

Rukible rermaine: Damaged houses in Xigaze, Tibee, after the arthquake hit the area. 47>

Earthquake in Tibet Kills 126, injures
188; tremors felt in India and Nepal

BEJING

A devastating easthquake

magnitude as

the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey reported ix as
2 ‘A 6.8-magnitude earth-

quake struck near one of
Tibet's holiest citles on
Tuesday, killing at least 95
peop]e and injuring 130
with tremors also
shakmg buildings and forc-
ing people to run to the
streets in parts of neigh-
and India.
Accor dlng to regional
disaster relief headquar-

ters, the earthquake jolted
Tingri County in Xigaze of
Tibet Autonomous Region

FuLL REPORT
» PAGE 14

GDP growth projected to
fall to four-year low at 6.4%

NEW DELEHI

India’s real Gry
Produce (GDP) 13 ex‘peﬂed

Slzﬂs!.k‘_s Office (NSO) said
on Tuesday in its first ad-
wvance estimates of GDP for

Moving to the slow lane

1.X

-25.
This implies that the
country" T

pected to rebound with a
6.8% surge in the sec
half.

‘The real Gross Valse Ad-

e
nomic sectors ™ o
be clocking a higher

crease  recorded
202324,

Manufacturing Gva
e ected to near-

24 to 5.3% this year, while
GVA in Mining and Quarry-

ing is estimated to rise just
2.9% from 7.1% a year

Investment growth
A broader worry Is the
NSO's projection that gross
formation

w level of
2184.88 lakh crore in the fi-
nancial  year 202425,

* the NSO said.

NSO's first advance
esdlna(es of GDP owth
for the year, used for fram-

in the preceding three
years will be the key chal-
lenge for B 20252610

this. the
Bank of [ndia had pared its
growth projection for the

Rescue operations continue for nine trapped coal miners in Assam

Joint search: Efforts under way o rescue the l??np-ed miners in

Dima Hasac of Assam on Tuesday. PTi

GUWAHATE

Deep divers from

One person, Punish Nu-
nisa, was arrested in con-
nection with the incident.

The miners were
apped at around 8 a.m.

n Monday and the district
au(harlne: received infor-
mation abom the mishap
around 2

The dlslnct administra-
tion said three bodies were
seen from ground.

“The bodies are yet to be

peared to be illegal and the

& has
been ropped for the tme
administra

oy e

“The Navy team is now
spearheading the rescue
efforts,” Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma posted
on X.

Assam’s Special Direc-
tor-General of Police, Har-
meet Singh, told pressper-
sons that the Navy team
came along with deep div-
ing equipment. ~There are
tunnels ir inslde the mine

ent will
be nqmred = go there.” he

Mr Sarma  sald
mine, prima facte,

police had been

with a case registered by
e lce r Sections
3(5)/105 BNS, read witl

Section 21(1) of the Mines

from the nearest police sta-

ton In Umrangso, in the
morning.

Officials sald the water
level in the mine, about 20
feet in radius and 300 feet

in depth, rose to more than
100 feet when the rescue
operations started in the

Rai, 57. Lijan Magar, 26 and
Sarat Goyary, 37, all from

Assam.
> ]

Coal mine mishaps are
quite frequent in the
nort X

m ];lnuary zcu . afire in

a coal mine in Nagaland's
Wokha disict Jef  six
‘workers dead and four oth-
ers injured. In May of the

was.
miners in a




GDP growth projected to
fall to four-year low at 6.4%

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

India’s real Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) is expected
to rise at a four-year low
pace of 6.4% in this finan-
cial year, down from 8.2%
in 2023-24, the National
Statistics Office (NSO) said
on Tuesday in its first ad-
vance estimates of GDP for
2024-25.

This implies that the
country’s economy, that
grew 6% in the first half of
this financial year, is ex-
pected to rebound with a
6.8% surge in the second
half.

The real Gross Value Ad-
ded (GVA) in the Indian
economy is reckoned to
rise 6.4% as well, relative to
a 7.2% uptick in 2023-24.
Just two of eight broad eco-
nomic sectors are seen to
be clocking a higher
growth than last year —
Agriculture that is expect-
ed to rise 3.8% from 1.4%
last year, and Public Admi-
nistration, Defence and
Other Services, seen grow-
ing 9.1% from a 7.8% in-
crease  recorded in
2023-24.

Manufacturing GVA
growth is expected to near-
ly halve from 9.9% in 2023-
24 to 5.3% this year, while
GVA in Mining and Quarry-

Moving to the slow lane

Growth seen skidding to a 4-year low in FY 25;
next Union Budget has its task clearly cut out G D
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ing is estimated to rise just
2.9% from 7.1% a year ago.

Investment growth

A broader worry is the
NSO’s projection that gross
fixed capital formation
(GFCF), an indicator of
fresh investments in the
economy, is expected to
grow at a pace of just 6.4%
compared with a 9% rise in
2023-24.

“Real GDP or GDP at
Constant Prices is estimat-
ed to attain a level of
%184.88 lakh crore in the fi-
nancial year 2024-25,
against the Provisional Es-
timate of GDP for the year
202324 of 173.82 lakh
crore,” the NSO said.

The NSO’s first advance
estimates of GDP growth
for the year, used for fram-

Source: MOSPI

ing the Union Budget for
the next fiscal to be pre-
sented on February 1, sug-
gest reviving the econo-
my’s engines back to the
7%-plus growth recorded
in the preceding three
years will be the key chal-
lenge for Budget 2025-26 to
address.

India’s GDP growth had
slipped to a seven-quarter
low of 5.4% in the July to
September 2024 quarter.
Following this, the Reserve
Bank of India had pared its
growth projection for the
full year to 6.6% from 7.2%
estimated earlier. Subse-
quently, the Finance Minis-
try also reframed its
growth expectation for
2024-25 from ‘a range of
6.5% to 7%’ to ‘around
6.5%’.

LOWER THAN ESTIMATES OF RBI, OTHER AGENCIES

10 | 9.7

8.2

6

*estimated
(figures in %)

WHAT OTHERS HAVE
FORECAST

6.6

IMF ]

World Bank

$A ADB ]

2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

KEY DRIVERS OF GROWTH
» Farm sector growth could
more than double at 3.8%

» Construction sector growth
healthy at 8.6%

» Private consumption set to revive

2024-25*

S&P Y]

AREAS OF CONCERN
» Slowdown in
manufacturing

» Investment
remains sluggish

» Global uncertainty




Aspect

GDP Growth

Estimate

Historical

Comparison
Sector-Wise
Performance

- Agriculture

- Manufacturing

Details (English)

GDP growth for FY 2024-25 is
projected to be 6.4%, down from 8.2%
in FY 2023-24.

Based on the National Statistics Office

(NSO) first advance estimates.

This marks the lowest growth in four
years, attributed to weaker investment

and manufacturing.

Growth expected at 3.8%, up from

1.4% in the previous year.

Growth expected to decelerate to
5.3%, down from 9.9% in FY 2023-24.

Details (Hindi)

FY 2024-25 ® GDP gfg & 6.4% &4 &l
IIAM &, SITFY 2023-24 & 8.2% A BH

gl

g AH AT FifSdh! Braferd (NSO)
& Ugel A AT W TR 21

gg fUse IR 9f # T BH gig B gAfd
2, fogasT BRoT fFder 3R fafFaior § EasiRt
&l

HT &F H gfg X 3.8% &7 Bl 3HIE &, ST
8o a9 & 1.4% 3 37H® B

faATT &1 T gfig & 5.3% Y& BT THM
2, ST FY 2023-24 % 9.9% ¥ &H Bl




- Public

Administration

- Mining and
Quarrying

Gross Value
Added (GVA)

Investment
Growth

Fiscal

Implications

- Union Budget
Challenge

Expected to grow at 9.1%, higher than
7.8% in FY 2023-24.

Growth slowing compared to the

previous fiscal year.

GVA expected to rise 6.4%, compared
to 7.2% in FY 2023-24.

GFCF, an indicator of investments,
projected to grow by 6.4%, slower than
the 9% in FY 2023-24.

Reviving GDP growth above 7% in the
upcoming Budget 2025-26 will be a

critical focus area.

HTdSTHeh F2THT &3 H Jig & 9.1% V& !
TIEAT 8, ST FY 2023-24 6 7.8% 4
HfHp 2|

G 3R I & B gfig R e fod adf
&1 T H HIHT I8

THd o afdd (GVA) H gfg & 6.4% &
BT A &, ST FY 2023-24%6 7.2% 9
BB

Hepel (R Yoit (AHIUT (GFCF), S (a2l &
Hbddb 8, B ig & 6.4% I8 Bl 3HH &,
S fUse a8 & 9% I HH &

3TIITHT §5Te 2025-26 H GDP gfg & Pl
7% Y HW o STHET Yeb HEaqul ATl gl |




- Economic

Engines

RBI Adjustments

Real GDP

Projection

Policy

Implications

- Growth Revival

- Agriculture

Focus

Slower manufacturing and investment
growth highlight areas requiring

government intervention.

RBI revised its growth forecast for FY
2024-25 to 6.6% after a 7-quarter low
GDP growth of 5.4%.

Real GDP is expected to reach ¥184.88
lakh crore, up from ¥173.82 lakh crore
in FY 2023-24.

Measures to boost manufacturing,
infrastructure, and job creation will be

pivotal.

Positive momentum in agriculture
needs continued policy support for

higher productivity.

fafamfor 3R fAder # i 9fg WeR A
T I T2 PBAT Pl g2Afdl 2

RBI Y FY 2024-25 % fdq GDP gfg & &1
HeNferd a3 6.6% o fear, sig 7 famfeal o
e B Jfg & 5.4% &l |

grRdfde GDP FY 2024-25 H 3184.88
AT PRUE dcb Ugar bl 3RS 7, ST FY
2023-24 % ¥173.82 ATE BRI A A
gl

fafAmioT, 37eRiaAT 3R ISR Gor Bl gerd
¢ & fIT 3UTT 377aeg s i

BT & § HBRIHD T Dl I7T 3@ P eIy
Tfama grefq &Y smaegdsar g







Rubble remains: Damaged houses in Xigaze, Tibet, after the arthquake hit the area. AFp

Earthquake in Tibet kills 126, injures
188; tremors felt in India and Nepal

ence France-Presse
BEIJING

A devastating earthquake
in China’s remote Tibet re-
gion killed at least 126 peo-
ple on Tuesday, state me-
dia reported, with tremors
also felt in neighbouring
Nepal’s capital Kathmandu
and parts of India.

Around 188 people were
injured as the earthquake
struck the rural, high-alti-
tude Tingri county.

The China Earthquake
Networks Center (CENC)
measured its magnitude as
6.8, while the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey reported it as
7.1.

A 6.8-magnitude earth-

quake struck near one of
Tibet’s holiest cities on
Tuesday, killing at least 95
people and injuring 130
others with tremors also
shaking buildings and forc-
ing people to run to the
streets in parts of neigh-
bouring Nepal and India.
According to regional
disaster relief headquar-

ters, the earthquake jolted
Tingri County in Xigaze of
Tibet Autonomous Region
in China at 9:05 a.m. on
Tuesday(Beijing Time).

Xigaze, also known as
Shigaste, is close to the
border with India.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 14



Tibet is a seismically active
zone. It logged more than 100
earthquakes of magnitude of
at least 3.0 last year. But
quakes of magnitude 7.0 and

TIBET SAW 100+
ot QUAKES IN 2024

century. Some notable quakes -
in Tibet in recent decades: el

NOV I8, 2017
6.9-quake in Mainling, triggers
300+ aftershocks, 3 hurt

OCT 6, 2008
6.6-quake in Damxung
kills 10, injures 34

NOV I8, 1951
8-quake in Damxung
was second temblor o | : ¢
of magnitude 8.0 or 3 g
above since 1950. g
It formed a rupture
in the ground that
spanned 81 kilometres

AUG 15, 1950
8.6-temblor in Medog
is one of the strongest
earthquakes recorded
globally in the

20th century, killing
3,000+ in Tibet and
1,000+ in Assam

* 2 'Y s
Rescue workers search for
survivors among rubbles
in Dingri on Tuesday

Quakes
In China

Earthquakes in
China happen most
frequently on the
Tibetan Plateau

or its fringes. The
seismically active
area is where the
India and Eurasia
plates clash and
cause uplifts that can
be strong enough to
change the heights
of Himalayan peaks.

' Some major recent
. earthquakes:

& May 2008

7.9-quake leaves
nearly 90,000 people
dead or missing in
Sichuan province

April 2010
7.1-temblor kills 2,698
in Qinghai province

April 2013
7.0-quake in
Sichuan, 196 die

July 2013

/ 6.6-earthquake kills

95 in Gansu province

Aug 2014
Magnitude 6.1
quake in Yunnan
province, 617 die

Sept 2022 6.8-quake

. kills 93 in Sichuan

Dec 2023
Magnitude 6.2 quake
kills 126 in Gansu and
Qinghai provinces




GLOBAL SEISMIC HAZARD MAP

Produced by the Global Setsmic Hazard Assessment Program [GSHAR),
a damaonstration project of the UAntermational Decada of Natural Disaster Reduction, conductad by the International Lithiosphers Program,

Zlobal map assembled by D Giarding, G. Grinthal, K Shediook, and . Zhang
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Seismic Zone
Map of India: -2002

About 59 percent of
the land area of India
is liable to seismic
hazard damage

Intensity

Very High Risk
lone Areaq liable
to shaking
Intensity IX (and
above)
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EARTHQUAKE

MAGNITUDE

SCALE

8.0 or greater

Great earthquake that can totally destroy
communities near its epicentre

701079
Major earthquake causing serious damage

611069
May cause major damage in populated are:

551060
Sliight damage to buildings

251054

Often felt, but only causes minor dama

2.5 or less
Usually not feit, but can be records
by seismograph



Spread of the Seismic Waves




Why the location of China’s

earthquake matters

What is a terrane? Was China’s construction of the world's largest hydroelectric-power dam near the area
where the 7.1 quake happened? What is the significance of the location?

The Hindu Bureau

The story so far:
t 6:35 am IST on January 7, an
earthquake with a magnitude
of 7.1 struck Tibetan China and
Nepal. The epicentre was
located 10 km below a spot around 80 km
north of Mt Everest. As of 7 pm, Chinese
state media had reported 95 people dead,
130 injured, and hundreds of houses
flattened on its side of the border.
Updates on damage and casualties from
other areas, including Nepal, are awaited.
There have also been reports of the
tremors being felt as far away as
Kathmandu, Thimphu, and Kolkata.

Where did the quake occur?
According to the China Earthquake
Networks Centre, the point on the surface
below which the epicentre lay was located
in Tingry county in the Shigatse region of

K »

Tibet. This region lies 4-5 km above sea
level on average and is home to some
eight lakh people; the county itself is
home to around 7,000 people.

The region’s capital city is the seat of
the important Panchen Lama of Tibetan
Buddhism and thus bears considerable
spiritual significance. The Dalai Lama
issued a statement in which he said: “I
offer my prayers for those who have lost
their lives and extend my wishes for a
swift recovery to all who have been
injured.” Tingry county is also a ‘gateway’
to Mt Everest and the surrounding terrain,
which is a popular tourist destination.
Local authorities have said however that
the number of tourists is lower in winter.
According to Xinhua, China has already
closed tourists’ access to the region since
the earthquake struck.

Does the quake’s location matter?
According to preliminary assessments,

the quake’s mainshock may have emerged
in the Lhasa terrane. A terrane is a
specific fragment of the crust.

The Lhasa terrane includes sites
involved in China’s construction of the
world’s largest hydroelectric-power dam.
The Chinese government approved the
project last month. Once completed, the
project will straddle the Yarlung Tsangpo
River and generate around 300 billion
kWh per year.

The project has elicited expressions of
concerns from India since the river
subsequently flows into Arunachal
Pradesh and Assam, where it becomes the
Brahmaputra.

Experts have said the dam could affect
the river’s perennial status.

Second, the wider Himalayan region is
considered to be the planet’s ‘third pole’
for the amount of water it holds in its
rivers, glaciers, and lakes and the effects
their natural cycles have on the millions

of people who depend on this water.
Earthquakes have been known to force
rivers to change course and to destabilise
glaciers and lakes and increase the risk of
flooding.

Third, the cause of the quake is also
related to the significance of its location.

What caused the quake?

The tale of how the Himalayan mountains
were created is well-known. Around 50
million years ago, the Indian plate
collided with the Eurasian plate, causing
rocks to fold and rise to create the
mountains.

The tension between the two plates
has continued to build as the Indian plate
is still pushing in at around 60 mm/year.
Earthquakes and tremors occur when the
rock formations in the region shift ever so
slightly as they adjust to the tension.

Since 1950, geologists have recorded
more than 21 earthquakes of magnitude 6
or higher in the Lhasa terrane alone. The
strongest of these occurred near Mainling
in 2017 with a magnitude of 6.9, according
to Reuters. Mainling is 960 km east of
Tingry county.

To understand where the next quake
might occur in the region and how
powerful it might be, geologists need to
understand the ancient plate collision in
great detail, estimate how much tension is
accumulating in different parts today, and
how much of it has been released in past
events.



 Mercalli Scale

* The scale represents the intensity of the earthquake by analyzing the
after-effects like how many people felt it, how much destruction occurred
etc. The range of intensity is from 1-12.

* Richter Scale

» The scale represents the magnitude of the earthquake. The magnitude is
expressed in absolute numbers from 1-10. Each whole number increase in
the Richter scale represents a tenfold increase in the power of an
earthquake.
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Caste atrocity plaint
against Transgender
Board member in UP.

PeEW DEL

As the movement for hori-
zontal reservaton  for

transgender persons In go-
wernment jobs and eduoca-
ton  picks up pace in

ken
atrocity complaint againss
Uttar Pradesh's Transgen-
der Wwelfare Board Member
Devil evendra 5. Man-
glamukhi, a strong propo-
nent of vertical reserva-
“because the Daliz
lives

While wertical reserva-
tions would translate into a
Separate Quota category
under which all trans pec-

would

trans

quotas ignore the layered
nature

from a Saharanpur-based
Dalit frans woman activise,

. the Commission
ssued notices 1o the dis-
trict administration  and

to routinely call
many trans activists who
Fupport hortsoncal Teser-
wations and abuse and ha-
rass them. Her position on
horizontal reservations is
alsoe public on her social
media,” Ms. Yashika sabd.
she added that she had
submirted a recording of
one such call 1o the Com-
mission., where Ms. Devi-
ka, whom she described as

SPhniie abaes, Hceding
deliberate mispendering.
s, Devika rebutted the

frans peoy margi-
il g o ol
zontal reservation would
ensure a percentage for

in each socie-

egoTy.
‘Based on the complaine

India, U.S. to jointly manufacture
interoperable sonobuoys for Navy

These undersea instru

NEW DELHI
n a significant deve-
lopment, India and

the United States an-

than allows
racIing mabraarines m e
deep seas and oceans.
This is the latest in a se-
ries of cooperation mea-
sures berween

= on
of Chinese naval presenie
in the Indian Ocean Re-

“Welcoming the advan-
cement of
‘ween Ultra Maritime (UM
and Bharat Dymamics Li-
mited (BDL) to enhance

complaint” she added

thening strategic technolo-
=y partnership” issued on
¥ at the end of LS.

effective in detecti

subimarines hu

State of the art: Discussicns are on between Uttra Maritime and Bharat Dynamics Led. on s partnershio

National Security Adviser
Jake Sullivan's visit to dia

userial cooperation._
M bvan, on his final
wip o the region as NSA,
id a c meeting
weicis ‘in etk cosmmser-

part, Ajit

“In ||newnh the LLS.In-
dia In on Critical
and I:Jnerginl; Technolo-
gies (ICET) launched in
Whay 2022

5o pursue new sonobuoy

For the co-preduction of Son obunys . wiVE D CaMuan s

tra Maritime, a L.5.-based
world leader in the desken
and production of under-
sea warfare capabilities,
said in a statement.

They will jointly manu-

i piic
across the LLS. and India,
I accor & with ~Make
in India” principles, it stat-
ed.

announcement to-
day by NSA Jake Sullivan
refleces Ultra  Maritime®s

Thelr cotetic performance

g
through  bespoke  multi-
static active solutlons,” Ul-

to the Indian
B

solutions to unique under-
sea challenges,” said Ultra

sono and com
to joint production with Uk
tra ‘Marizime in

patnam.

‘Highlighting the aspect
of interoperability, a key
focus area, Rear Admiral
Mark Kenny drend b, senlor
wice-president ar Ultra Mar-
itime for strategy and busi-
ness development, said:
“The UM soncbuoys co-
produced in India are in-
teschangeable and interogp-

nents in the oceans: both
countries are cooperating on hqgh—end technology amiid rapid expansion of Chinese naval presence in the Indian Ocoean

erable between LS. Navy,
Frvdism riawy s aified b5,
MH-G0R and the WO-9H
Sea Guardian akrcraf.”

Skgnificant move
This is pasticularty sign6-

the ULS. that are also oper-
othe

grouping and alse hold the
Malabar naval exercise.
The Indian
ates P8l long range
maritime patrol aircrafi, is
inducting

oper-

H-GOR

area for India and among
the Qazad

SC grants
medical bail
to godman
Asaram Bapu

MEW DELE

The Supreme

end of

him from meeting his fol-

dlsposlng of his pies far
suspension of se
The petition fled by As-

the prosecu-
‘Hon's verskon.,

orwever, the Bench res-
tricted irself from entering
into the domain of the me-

blockages of up to SO

Research and development
has no relevance if it does
not meet timelines: IAF chief

5
Indian Air Foroe (LAF) chief
chief Marshal A.P.
Singh  said esday.
pointing out thas the indi-
genous Light Combat Alr-
craft {LCA) was conceived
in 1984 but today in 202s,
the first 40 alrcraft were
still not available.

facing, in terms of deplet-
ing strength in ﬁghul jes

Air Chief Marshet A P Singh

degree,” Air Chief Marshal

Jee seminar
the Centre for Alr Power
studies.

mem and delivery of inds-

of risk inherent to
R&D — and we should cater
ta absorb it [to] a certain

~Ar i raowill
come at a cost and we
should acc: it — e m

have to spend more and
buy at a higher rare if re-

curity concerns_on
western and northe

recent unveiling of its new
stealth aircraft is a case in

Referring o the LCA

anmhu 1=

capabiliry.
something.

ed to have mul-

tipls sources avallabie 5o

ar people are wary of los-

mg orders... Otherwise,
things will nos change™

Farmers hold protest
march in T.N. against
tungsten project

alanive
MADURAL

Ower 10,000 farmers and

project ar Mebur taluk in
Madurai  district  be
pped.

Past the Tamil Nadu Agr-
cultural University, M.G.E.
Bus stand and the District

portant  junctions,  the
protesters  re the
barricades and marched

Many of them were al-

againss
the Union government for

Bharatpol to aid in nabbing
fugitive criminals “‘wherever
they hide: Home Minister

MEW DELEI

Union Home Minister Amit

miningd  Broject . despite
strong objections from the
people and the State go-
vernment.

“Plenty of damage has
been caused to the eovi-
ronment thro
such & praniteg qunrying
We cannot wi
eronebonn ot o Ialll‘lany
more,” they

5. met

among others, ok part in
the protest.

india and

d.lan laws for years. Howes-
er, with the implementa-

beoughit weithin e mmbd
af justic
Mr. Shah said the new

minals through trials in ab-
sentia and,

o justice “wherever they
hide".

He said the new law

Shah wath C

Unien Heom,

would simplify the process
of  extraditing convicted
criminals to India.

Jthe central
Burean estigar
:L'mn.otaloethe {eacin im-
plementing Bharatpol and
ensuring widespread train-
ing in its use at the grass-
raots level. The portal has
been  developed by
=1

The five key modules of

o asrach of e ‘Biharatpal” portal in b Delb on Tassdas. 711

Scod at

dian  law  enforcement

agencies, the Home Minis-

— pr echnological
platform to support all In-

o
swifily locate  criminals
from India and across the

Congress will
move to new
headquarters
on Jan. 15

PeEw DELS

The Congress announced
on Tuesday that the
ikl meve. o

rters at 94 Koda
Itaadjn Pew Dielhi on Jans-
ary I

The new Al India Con-
gress Committes  (AICC)
headquarters, named after
Indias first woman Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi,

ha Rahul
sakd in a starement.

Court dismisses plea against
judge’s impeachment motion

Eshita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Allahabad High Court

on Tuesday dismissed a
ic interest lisigarion
(PIL) petition against the

don

peachment motion sub-
mitted in the Upper House
of Parliament over the
communal speech  deli-
wered by Justice Shelkhar

Yadav at an event organ-
ised by the legal cell of the
vishwa tHindu Parishad

poused in the presemnt writ
petition relates to amy wul-
nerable section of people.
Thus, on the wuchstone of
maintainabilicy, the pre-
sent PIL does not gqualify
the very test of inltiation of

oceedings on its thresh-

uni-

run as

per the wishes of the “ma-
Jority’. Without referring
to the mMuslims, he asked

SC to hear tomorrow pleas seeking
review of same-sex marriage verdict

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHL

a October
2023 € re-
fused io legalise same-sex
marria

The ot

The review petitions argus that the SCjudgrment compelisd quese
closet and lead dishorest Ines. FILE PHOTO

r judges on the
The drew wides- | Bench comprise justices

pread criticism. Days after | Surya Kant, BV Naga

his a si na, s .amm-

delegation of pan!

Oppositon
MPs i the Rajva Sabha
submitted a motion seek-
ing impeachment of Justice
Yadaw. He was accused of
engaging in “hare speech”
and HAnctement o com-
munal disharmony™ in vio-
larion of the Constitution

o b et i v can
bers of the judges.

The case is coming up
for hearing after Justice
Sanjiv Khanna (presenthy
the Chief ustice of m.ﬂa]

st
from an earlier five-judee

Review Bench headed by
then Chief Justice of India
¥, Chandrachud.

The others on the pre-
vious Rewview Bench were
Justices Hima Kohll, Naga-
rathna and Nar.

Tice Hahl has since rerited.

In July 2024, the peti-
pushed for 3

pen

comalering the pklle 10

terest involved in the Bsue.

Usually, review petitions

are heard the same

Bench that pronounced
h

‘the original judgment. But
composition  had
chamged with the subse-

«ensal of Justice Khanna.

‘Dishonest lives'

Justice Bhat had headed

the majority opinion and

Justice  Kaul,

Thierustice Chandrachid,

gave the minority view on

‘the Constmsion Bench in

‘October 2
The petitions

lead dishonest lives.




India, U.S. to jointly manufacture
interoperable sonobuoys for Navy

These undersea instruments are niche equipment effective in detecting submarines lurking deep in the oceans; both

countries are cooperating on high-end technology amid rapid expansion of Chinese naval presence in the Indian Ocean

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

n a significant deve-
l lopment, India and

the United States an-
nounced cooperation on
co-production of U.S. so-
nobuoys for undersea do-
main awareness (UDA) for
the Indian Navy, a high-
end technology that allows
tracking submarines in the
deep seas and oceans.

This is the latest in a se-
ries of cooperation mea-
sures between the two
countries as both grow wa-
ry of the rapid expansion
of Chinese naval presence
in the Indian Ocean Re-
gion.

“Welcoming the advan-
cement of discussions bet-
ween Ultra Maritime (UM)
and Bharat Dynamics Li-
mited (BDL) to enhance
undersea domain aware-
ness through a first-of-its-
kind partnership on co-
production of U.S. sonobu-
oys in support of the U.S.
and Indian defence indus-
trial bases,” said a fact
sheet titled ‘The U.S. and
India committed to streng-
thening strategic technolo-
gy partnership” issued on
Tuesday at the end of U.S.

State of the art: Discussions are on between Ultra Maritime and Bharat Dynamics Ltd. on a partnership

for the co-production of sonobuoys . WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

National Security Adviser
Jake Sullivan’s visit to India
on the aspect of deepening
defence innovation and in-
dustrial cooperation.

Mr. Sullivan, on his final
trip to the region as NSA,
held a capstone meeting
with his Indian counter-
part, Ajit Doval.

“In line with the U.S.-In-
dia Initiative on Critical
and Emerging Technolo-
gies (CET) launched in
May 2022, the Ultra Mari-
time and BDL teams will al-
SO pursue new sonobuoy
technologies to optimise
their acoustic performance
in the unique environment
of the Indian Ocean, ena-
bling wide area search
through bespoke multi-
static active solutions,” Ul-

tra Maritime, a U.S.-based
world leader in the design
and production of under-
sea warfare capabilities,
said in a statement.

They will jointly manu-
facture and supply sono-
buoys for the Indian Navy
as per U.S. Navy standards,
with production split
across the U.S. and India,
in accordance with “Make
in India” principles, it stat-
ed.

“The announcement to-
day by NSA Jake Sullivan
reflects Ultra Maritime’s
commitment to the Indian
Navy in partnering with
BDL for production and
delivery of world-class so-
nobuoys, and our resolute
commitment to continue
to develop forward leaning

solutions to unique under-
sea challenges,” said Ultra
Maritime CEO Carlo Zaffa-
nella in the statement.
BDL Chairman Commo-
dore A. Madhavarao (retd.)
said BDL was completely
aligned with the Indian Na-
vy to meet the operational
demand for ‘Make in India’
sonobuoys and committed

to joint production with Ul-
tra Maritime in
Visakhapatnam.

Highlighting the aspect
of interoperability, a key
focus area, Rear Admiral
Mark Kenny (retd.), senior
vice-president at Ultra Mar-
itime for strategy and busi-
ness development, said:
“The UM sonobuoys co-
produced in India are in-
terchangeable and interop-

erable between U.S. Navy,
Indian Navy and allied P-8,
MH-60R and the MQ-9B
Sea Guardian aircraft.”

Significant move
This is particularly signifi-
cant as India has over the
years acquired a series of
military platforms from
the U.S. that are also oper-
ated by other countries in
the region, especially Aus-
tralia and Japan, all four of
which comprise the Quad
grouping and also hold the
Malabar naval exercise.
The Indian Navy oper-
ates the P-8I long range
maritime patrol aircraft, is
inducting the MH-60R
multi-role helicopters and
has two MQ-9A armed
High Altitude Long Endu-
rance (HALE) Remotely Pi-
loted Aircraft Systems on
lease and signed a $3.5 bil-
lion contract in October
2024 for 31 MQ-9B - 15 Sea
Guardians for the Indian
Navy and 16 Sky Guar-
dians, eight each for the
Army and Air Force, with
deliveries to begin from Ja-
nuary 2029. After Maritime
Domain Awareness, UDA
has emerged as a key focus
area for India and among
the Quad.



* India and the United States have agreed to co-produce interoperable
sonobuoys for the Indian Navy. These advanced undersea
instruments will enhance undersea domain awareness (UDA),
enabling effective detection of submarines lurking in the deep seas|

AR 3R ARG o ARAT AT & fIv Se3maad
AT & FIFd 3cdleed W FgATT S8 g1 I cArefaen
3YR0T ITEY TG H TeIsfeaal &1 gar e 3R sl 9
SIETR™ehdl (UDA) I SeTd H HGG hidl|




* The collaboration involves Ultra Maritime (U.S.) and Bharat Dynamics Limited
(BDL), leveraging the Make in India initiative for local production and supply
chains|

F@aﬂmm(mm)ﬁmmﬁwm(sm)a:
a%r%* AF 51 339 Tg & dEd TR 3G 3R 3T e
ST 3YATIT HI|

* Technological Significance:
Sonobuoys are high-tech devices used to detect submarines through multi-static

acoustic capabilities, critical for naval operatlonsl

ST qaﬁzfr T Il o3 & fITw IuNer T Sl arel 3eeid
EEETLY %* ST Tg-FAfde eafae &TAanit &1 39T g ¢ 3R adfas
HEAAET & T AgcaqoT ¢




* Operational Scope:
The devices will be interoperable with U.S., Indian, and allied navies,
enhancing the effectiveness of platforms like P-81, MH-60R, and
**MQ-9 Sea Guardians|
q YA IANHY, AR R weAl At & ary
SCLIINSSl B, TSI P-81, MH-60R, 31 MQ-9 | anferaa
S ewE T gaTar sean|




Aspect

Major Defense

Partner Status

Foundational

Agreements

Defense Trade

Details

In 2016, the U.S. designated India as a
Major Defense Partner, facilitating deeper

defense cooperation.

- GSOMIA (2002): Facilitates sharing of
military intelligence.

- LEMOA (2016): Allows mutual logistical
support.

- COMCASA (2018): Enables secure
communications interoperability.

- BECA (2020): Allows sharing of

geospatial information.

The U.S. has become one of India's top

defense suppliers, with defense trade
increasing significantly over the past

decade.

ferazor

2016 H, 3MRBT 7 WRd bl THE &
YR & ®U § 1fHd foar, i
&1 eI H gfg g8 |

- GSOMIA (2002): 3= gftsar
SIFBRT TSI B H eI |

- LEMOA (2016): YR&R®
ATfoTReds THT BT 3 T &l

- COMCASA (2018): gzfeid HaR
I AR-TATeT bl F&H §91dT B

- BECA (2020): Y-¥21fHd
STHPBRT HIT B Dl 31HIT <dT 2|

3MRBT YR & oitef 3am 3myfdaarai
" Y Uk g9 TAT &, U8l 2 | I&f
TR H Agaquf i g8 2|




Joint Military

Exercises

Defense Technology
and Industrial

Cooperation

Recent Developments

Regular joint exercises such as 'Yudh
Abhyas' (Army), 'Malabar' (Navy), and
'Cope India' (Air Force) enhance

interoperability.

Initiatives like the Defense Technology and
Trade Initiative (DTTI) aim to co-develop

and co-produce defense technologies.

- SOSA Agreement (2024): Signed to
ensure security of supply arrangements.
- Purchase of MQ-9B Drones (2024):
India sighed a deal to procure 31 armed

drones from the U.S.

Fafid S 30 oI 'gg
NI (JAT), "HIATER' (AGAT), 31k
"BIY ST (aTg JAT) 3dR-HelTor
Pl deld 8l

T&{T QTETieh! 3R STIR 9gd (DTTI)
STt Ugel I&IT UiEiiTifeal & Ja-
fapT 37R Jg-3cTed BT d9d I@d!
8l

- SOSA |HsildT (2024): 31yfd
T bl & FiAfeTd B & eIy
EEATeRd |

- MQ-9B §1F &l @il (2024):
YRd 7 3MR&T F 31 FRA gH
TRIe & feIq FHeildr fba|
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Pak. pil arrive at Ajmer
dargah to participate in Urs
of 89 pilgrims from Pakistan arrived in

Agoup.
Afmerearyon Tuesday to patcpute i the
ongoing 8 at the dargah of Sufi mystic
Khwaja oinaddin Chil. i security
arrangements were made for the pigrims, who
‘were taken to the Government Central Girls'

and are lkely to stay in Ajmer tll January 10,

States have no money to give
doles but not to judges: SC
Sum have enough money'

whodonat work bt hey o fosncil
when it comes to paying salary and

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
to begin today in Odisha

70 nations h:

Over 300

will be i

Modk

mnlda]nndT(baijmmhznldn'm(}nﬂaKam;akmmllbel}mdewmo(dmmhmnm

The threeday event,
‘based on the theme “Dias-
pora's contribution to a
Vilsit Bharat", will be for-
mally inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra

“We will have ministe-
riaklevel delegations from

Modi on the second day of  Mauritius, Malaysia_and
the convention. The pre-  South Africa. There will be
ious ediion was held [n - big deegation of diaspora
Indore in January 2023, in  from several othe

purtnership vih the Mad- e, including fron b
hya Prade: laysia, Mauritius, Oman,

. Jasharskar and his wife Kyoko Jaishankar during the
Raghurajpur rtists vilage in Pur istrict on Tuesday, 7

motherland  and  their
adopted

three weeks.

“The PBD will feature the
spread and evolution of
the Indian diaspora in the

Union govt. says no
rise in respiratory
illnesses in India

The States were

asked to strengthen

awareness of
entive and

NEW DELHI

The Unlongovernment as

the States to
mngmm awareness of
preventive ‘measures

Mandvi in
Gufarat to Muscat in Oman.
esident  Droupadi

\(\nmn will clulr me va-
ledic
fer Ihz  praal mnnn,.

7
guihed members of the

homeland. Thatis  Indian diaspora to recog-
y In- their.
dia has chosen the diaspo-  tibution  and  achieve-
ra's contribution toa Viksit ments in_diverse fields
t as the overarching  both in their countries of
dreamofthe 18th PED” residence as well as in In
He said Union Ministers  dia.

dians from various fields

the

pe .
Supreme Court said on Tuesday. A Bench of
Justices B.R. Gavai and

‘made the oral T Attorney-General
R Venltaramani submited that the goernment
has to consider financial con

deckiing he pay and etrement benefts o
Judicial oficers. “Come elections, you declare
Ladli Behna and other new schemes where you
pay fixed amounts. In Delhi, we have
announcements saying they will pay €2,500 i
they come to power;” the Bench remarked. 1

Collegium recommends
tna HC Chief Justice to SC

‘The Supreme Court Collegium on Tuesday
ecommended Patna High Court Chief usice K.

< Ravikumar, who was from the
Kerala High oo, reded e Justice
Chandran is now the senlor-most amang the
High Court judges hailing from Kerala. The
colleghum has also recommended the transfer of

les to bllc ‘of Trinidad and Toba- “Mr. Modi has given us
g0, will be the chief guest thevision ofa Viksit Bharat  would  moderate
of the ath PBD, and she  by2047.velime alenthe  sessons.
It of no uly shr-
e ing
d tecmed daspors, but have

“The PM will remotely flag

Awards will be given to
Indian diaspora members

cultural heritage and trad-

Pragad,
of Newsueek, wil be the
guest

hanour & the - our ourey towards this

Youh pno on January 87 cherished

Kumar Chatteres, _ “The Indian dmpm
Secretary Consulr Pa:  has an ant role o
port, Visa, and Overseas  play in the vision of Viksir
Indian Affairs) said at a 1 acs s 3 g
press conference bridge  between

the Pravasi Bharatiya Ex-

Deliandurveltomltile

s of tourist and

Teifs beportaace:for

Odisha Chief Secremy

make this event comforta-
ble and pleasurable We
have ident 1
tourist sites-*

man
(HMPV), and intensify sur-
wveillance of influenza-like
illnesses and severe acute
respiratory infection.

‘The direction followed 2
virtual meeting chaired by

‘The Ministry reiterated
that prevalence of respira-
tory flinesses was usually

was wel prepared for any

unum H:almsemluym potential surge.
a Salila Srivastava re-  HMPV is one of the ma-
Conty with oficials of the  ny respratory viruses that

States and Union Territo-
ries. They reviewed the
prevalence of respiratory

can cause infections fn pe-

ople of all ages particularly
during winter and_early

s and the status of  spring. The viral infection

HMPV cases, following me-  Is usually a mild and self-

dia reports of asurge inthe condition _ and

Wn:mnmmm. andthe most cases recover on
measures for  their own.

mm ‘management. The meeting was in-

senior Health Ministry — formed that adequate diag-
officials antended the meet-  nostic facllties are availa-
ing, which refterated that  ble with the ICMRVRDL
the data collected so far  labor:

at
does not indicate any un-  The States were advised

usual rise In prevalence of to enhance awareness
respil among the population re-

garding _prevention _of
‘No cause of concern’  transmission of the virus
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Inter-ministerial committee
is needed to strengthen Al
governance: IndiaAl Mission

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

In a recognition that artifi-
clal intelligence (AD has
impact on 3 wide range of

Kumar Upadhyaya to Delhi and the Telangana
uun Court Chief Justice Alok Aradhe to the
jombay High Court.

Fresh tiger pug marks in
south Bengal create panic

 sightings h: ted

paml mandated 1o deve-
lop Al guidelines has re-
commended that an inter-

regulators.

This  would

help to “pool together mul-
thdi

risks,

along with other re-

search, t recommends.
‘The report outlines the
following principles for Al
rmance:

ministerial committee
set up to enforce Al rules
and ensure effective gover-
nance of the country’s It appears that the Centre
emerging Alecosystem. seeks to maximise gains

An advisory group of from investments in Al
b Eec-

feedback on areportrelessed
n Monday. GETTYMAGES
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Peni st Sudarbas ad Pareaarelonsof
‘West Bengal. The devel
after Zeenat, a female tiger from-
pﬂnlc people of south Bengal for over two

tronics and Information
Technology's IndiaAl Mis-

1y frameworks to act as
guardralls against any po-

\m\diy ‘morning. Multiple pug marks were seen
inthe Bal nxhlpulueamﬂwsundalbam “This

sion, headed by the Princi-  tentlal harm.

pal Sclentific Adviser, is from an inter-mi-
nisterial Al coordination
committee o governance

4 report eessed on Mor:
day

iy by its Al guidelines group to oversee Al in In-
dia,

aused
human settlements n the area. Siniar pug
al

The panel’s report Is ed that the IT Ministry
otabl

forest offcials are constantly conducting mike

should house a “technical

tailed articulation yet of  secretariat” to bring in of-
the 3

from the forests.

p-  ficers on deputation from
proachtowards AlinIndia.  other departments and

of Al systems with “mea-
ningful n

their

capabili
from

information  on
developmen

ountability
dev:ln))us and de

ployers.
by e

ness

of Al systems by

design privacy and securk
ty of Al systems; faimess

and

non-discrimination;

human-centred values and
‘do 0 harm”; inclusive

innow:
» ‘d.isnbme the benefits

jon

ation equitably™;

of Innovation
and “digital by design” go-
vernance to “leverage digh
tal technologies" to opera-
tionalise these principles.

V. Narayanan, spacecraft and
rocket propulsion expert,
appointed ISRO Chairman
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V. Narayanan, spacecraft and
rocket propulsion expert,
appointed ISRO Chairman

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

V. Narayanan has been ap-
pointed the new Space Se-
cretary. Dr. Narayanan,
who is currently the Direc-
tor of Liquid Propulsion
Systems Centre (LPSC),
will be the new Chairman
of the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (IS-
RO), and he will take over
from S. Somanath on Janu-
ary 14.

“The  Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
has approved appointment
of V. Narayanan, Director,
Liquid Propulsion Systems
Centre, Valiamala, as Se-
cretary, Department of
Space, and Chairman,
Space Commission for a
period of two years with ef-
fect from 14.01.2025, or un-
til further orders, whichev-
er is earlier,” stated an
order from the Ministry of
Personnel and Training.

V. Narayanan

He will take over

from Somanath, who
oversaw landmark
missions such as
Chandrayaan-3

Dr. Narayanan, who is a
rocket and spacecraft pro-
pulsion expert, joined the
ISRO in 1984 and func-
tioned in various capaci-
ties before becoming Di-
rector of the LPSC.

During the initial phase
of his career he worked in
the solid propulsion area
of sounding rockets and

Augmented Satellite
Launch Vehicle (ASLV) and
Polar Satellite Launch Veh-
icle (PSLV). He has also
contributed significantly
for the ISRO’s geosynchro-
nous launch vehicles
namely GSLV Mk-II & GSLV
MKk-III.

“As the Chairman of the
National Expert Commit-
tee constituted to study the
reasons for hardlanding of
Chandrayaan-2 landership,
contributed in pinpointing
the reasons and corrective
actions required to over-
come the observations.
Realised and delivered all
the Propulsion Systems for
Chandrayaan-3,” Dr. Na-
rayanan’s profile says.

He will take over from
Mr. Somanath, who over-
saw landmark missions
such as Chandrayaan-3,
Aditya L1 and the first de-
velopmental flight of the
Gaganyaan mission.



* . Narayanan, a renowned expert in spacecraft and rocket propulsion,
has been appointed as the Chairman of ISRO (Indian Space Research
Organisation) and Secretary of the Department of Space.

* He will assume office on January 14, 2025, succeeding S. Somanath,
who led landmark missions like Chandrayaan-3.



Professional Background

Joined ISRO in 1984, serving in various capacities before becoming

the Director of Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre (LPSC).

Worked extensively in the solid propulsion area of sounding rockets
and launch vehicles during the initial phase of his career.




* Contributions to Space Programs

* Played a pivotal role in developing propulsion systems for critical missions
like GSLV Mk-1l and GSLV Mk-III.

* Instrumental in Chandrayaan-2's analysis and overcoming challenges,
ultimately delivering propulsion systems for Chandrayaan-3.

* Leadership in Projects

* Acted as the Chairman of the National Expert Committee to investigate
Chandrayaan-2's lander issues and implement corrective actions.

* Contributed to significant projects such as Aditya L1 and the Gaganyaan
mission'’s initial developmental flight.



ISRO, established in 1969,
has consistently achieved
global recognition under
visionary leaders like
Vikram Sarabhai, Satish
Dhawan, and S. Somanath.

Narayanan’s appointment

continues the tradition of

promoting internal talent
for leadership roles.




Mission Name

SpaDeX (Space
Docking

Experiment)

Proba-3 Mission

NVS-02 (IRNSS-
1K)

Planned
Launch

Year

December
30, 2024

December
5, 2024

January
2025

Purpose

Demonstrate in-
space docking

capabilities.

Study the Sun's

corona.

Navigation satellite
for India's regional

navigation system.

Notes

Involves two satellites,
"Chaser" and "Target," to
perform docking maneuvers,
essential for future crewed
missions and space station

operations, WIKIPEDIA

A European Space Agency
mission launched by ISRO to
observe solar phenomena like

coronal mass ejections.

REUTERS

Part of the Indian Regional
Navigation Satellite System
(IRNSS) to provide accurate

position information services.

WIKIPEDIA




NISAR (NASA-
ISRO Synthetic
Aperture Radar)

DISHA Satellites

Gaganyaan

Q12025

Earth observation for
ecosystem
disturbances, ice-
sheet collapse, and

natural hazards.

Study the Earth's
lonosphere and its

dynamics.

India's first crewed

spaceflight mission.

A joint mission with NASA to
co-develop and launch a dual-
frequency synthetic aperture

radar satellite. wiirenia

Consists of two satellites in
Low Earth Orbit to observe
lonospheric disturbances and
their effects on
communication and navigation

systems.  wikipebia

Aims to send Indian
astronauts to Low Earth Orbit,
marking India's entry into

human space exploration.

REUTERS




Venus Orbiter
Mission

(Shukrayaan-1)

Chandrayaan-4

Late 2024
or 2025

Study Venus's
surface and

atmosphere.

Lunar sample return

mission.

Mission to explore various

aspects of Venus, including its

geological and atmospheric

properties. ISRO

Aims to collect lunar samples
and bring them back to Earth

for detailed analysis. isro
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Bumrah nominated for ICC Men’s

-

ICC Men's Player

b i D«embevzoﬂ after his standout

the sward i

rophy.
Australian iieppev Pat Cumening and South Africa's Dane Paterson.

MISSING A TRICK

Shastri. Ponting express surprise
over Shami’s long absence

INTENSE RIVALRY

‘We know how to beat Aussies.
says Rabada about WTC final

DIFFERENT PARTS

Neeraj does not need Zelezny
365 days a vear: Sumariwalla

- 8
have tited
wth

pacer
in Australia,
asto

year

happened to Shami” Shastri said. |

wasn't flown out even halfway through the series.” sad Ponhﬁl

lay

te. These days, there

because. oy
come hard at us. Butwe.

, and they're going to
them,”

athlece for 365 dys

Lancers bring high-flying
Bengal Tigers down

HIL

¥.B.
ROURKELA

utch forward
Thierry Brinkman
struck a brace as
Vedanta Kalinga Lancers

utive defeats to upset the
offcolour Tigers, who tast-
ed their first loss,
spread cheers in
stands.

the

Exploring the gaps
Lancers switched flanks
and explored the gaps
through their fine distribu-
thon to have 2" stuming
pumping in three
goals within six minutes.
Captain Aran Zalewski
sent in a pass from the
right to Dipreer Singh and
the Indian crossed it to an
tmmarked Brinlonan; oo
left to shoot home in
he it e,

‘Within a minute, Sanjay
pounced on a rebound to
convert Lancers’ first pe-
nalty comer.

Alex Hendrickx used a

clebr

diagonal angle to convert
another short corner be-
fore Tigers could get their
act together.
in the second quarter,
moved better and

r.

They also threatened

the home citadel but could

noe beat a tight defence,

led by an alert Keishan
under

the
P Rer missing out on six

time when Nicholas Ban-

durak hit home from Anto-
nie Kina's pass from the
right. The ball got deflect-
ed from defender Jasjit Ku-
lar’s sticl

the brilliant run of Sukh-
jeet Singh and Affan Yousuf
in tandem and a penaity
corner, as Pathak held his
nerve and guarded his

post.
Dilpreet spofled a gol-
den chance for Lancers
too.
Lancers displayed some

superb counters and ex-

after taking 3 3-0 lead. SPECIAL ARRANGEVENT

tended their lead in the
fourth quarter. The ever-
active Brinkman traded
passes with Bandurak on

Former Asian Games gold medallist
Sagoo elected new AFI president

B Bureau
NEW DELHI

Asian gold medallist shot-

der in the fay Ba
who won goid at the 2002
Asian Games, was elected
umanimously to replace Su-

martwalla, stepped
b Sl

stitution of a major javelin
competition to cater t and
build on the interest in the

competitions in the com-
ng

years.

India will host its first
bronze level continental
tour event on August 10 in

baneswar. ~The bids
are open at the moment
for major World Athletics

{he left and completed his “It will be an inwit

event with the top-10
\’aung Boby Singh Dha- | thre in the world com-

mi made it half 2 dozen of | ing and participating. Nee-  are also

goals. He un- | ra) ch, i

leashed a reverse hit from | orga it, along with

the circle line with hisback | AFI,JSW and a foretgn firm

to the goalpost. all working together to  hosting other
create this new competi-

Toorma o

[Brinkman 3 &47, Sanjay 4,
Fendricix 6, Bandurak 25, Dhami
49) bt Sheachi Rarh Bengal Tigers
o

, adding
that the AFI was also keen
on hosting other major

a
Sumariwalla, adding that
the AFI was also keen on
major com-
petitions in the coming
vears.

tion at the progress made
by Indian athletics in the

Erassroots and elite.
“In elite, we brought in

foreign coaches In seven

events and in

- put i & Jot of veork 15

spread. It started with 100

we will continue to fight it.
The second is overage
which looks under control
but needs to be continued.
Third s early overspeciali-
sation and training,
Geep rooted probiem but
it's 3 continuous process.™
AF1 office-bearers:
President: Bahadur Seeh
Sneoo; Senlor vice-president:

s Bty

abu Metha,

Jayanta Moila Saush, A K
Sharma; Secretary: Sand,

like to improve is doping.
It's a serious problem and

e
Shuduc ey L pariat; Brecaive
Sudha Singh,
Fargnder Senth G, Shards Devi
Jadam, Priyunia Bhanot, R
Mistry, A Rajavel, K
Swangapani.

Hardik riddle to dominate
CT selection meeting

MUMBAI

‘The hardcore Indian crick-
et fans may still be coming
to terms with a prolonged
season of Test cricket that
turned out to be a bitter
pill to swallow. But the

team mas 1
national selection panel
have started planning for

the next big test thar's lying
ahead for the men's cricket
team, albeit in a different
format.

With the ICC Cham-
pians Trophy — popularly
touted as the mini World

tion panel s set 1o pick the
preliminary squad for the
marquee event on Friday,
two days ahead of the Janu-
ary 12 deadline set by the
International Cricket
Council.

In his first assignment as
the India head coach, Gau-
fam Gambhir saw a full-
strength ODI squad — bar-

it Hanth a3 ooty el 5 oy His et i

played an ODL.
As a result, the selectors
are unlikely tinker

around with the combina-
tion. However, the biggest
talking point will be
around the possible inclu-
sion of Hardik Pandya. The

Brounder wil

4 PHoTO.

The former T20! cap-
tain featured in three of Ba-
roda’s league stage games.
and will compete in the
knockouts as well_ It will be
interesting to see if the se-
lection committee is con-
Hardik's

feature on top of the agen-
da with regard to the ba-
lance of the squad.

Aﬁe JS50Tng_ injured

Oup  Fiacvik bk mot mada
himself available for any of
the six ODIs India has

Barring Hardik and Jas-
prit Bumrah's anticipated
return as a vice-captain,
the selection committee i
unlikely to tinker 00 much
with the combination des-
pite the series loss in Sri
Lanka.

However, Yashasvi Jais-
wal and Tilak Varma are
likely to feature in the dis-
cussion for a possible slot
in the barting group.

Sindhu, Lakshya and Satwiksairaj-Chirag pair
to spearhead the Indian challenge

NEW DELHI

PV. Sindhu, Lakshya Sen
and R. Satwiksairaj and
Chirag Shetty will spear-
head the country's chal-
lenge at the third Yonex-
Sunrise India Open next
week with India fielding its

The Super 750 event
from January M to 19 at the
Indira Gandhi Stadium —

tlon at the biggsst event in
the country’s badmi
calendar.

Esght of the top-10 men
in the world, induding the
medalists at the Paris
Olympécs, will be in action
with World No. 1 Shi Yugi,

Indonesian Jonatan Chris-
ne and ulym(m: champion
op-

ping the seedings in the

men'’s si 'S,

While Lakshya, who
won here in 2022, will

run into fifth seed Li Shi

against

whom he has 3 33 record.

1l be up.

zgalns( Christie in round

wo and Priyanshu Rajawat

will face Japan's Kodai Na-

raoka in the opening
match.

Among the women, 14

of the top- 3 ) have con-

At the hetms: Laksbrya, Sindhu, and e iser

firmed participation _in-
cluding Olympic champion
and World No. 1 An Se
Young of d bronze

gain their top position in
the world, opening their
camy the
laysian pair of man et
Chong and

Pryanstu Rawat Doubtes:

Chirag Shetty & . Sstwikzairal. K.

Si Prathuti K Ray.

Woemen: P Sindtu, Mahiks

8ansod, Anupama Upadhyaya,
2=ty

Korea an:

medallist Gregoria Marisa
njung

With Sindhu, returning to

be as easy for Malvika Ban-
sod and Aakarshi Kashyap.
Chirag and Sarwiksairaj
(2024), currentdy partici-
pating in the uahysn
Open, will also look to re-

Iy one tournament since
the Parls Olympics with

struggling
Seer injury.

They are the only ones
to have reached the medal
round slnce the event was

750

a Super
eentin 2025 25 part of the
BWF World Tour.

doubles: Dheu Kapia &

Tanisha Crasto, K. Sathish Kumar

& Andyavartymh, Refan Knpoor
i Astith

Mo
Lakshya Sen, H.5. Prannos

sumn.m.um Pramuthezn




Former Asian Games gold medallist
Sagoo elected new AFI president

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

Asian gold medallist shot-
putter and Padma Shri Ba-
hadur Singh Sagoo was
elected as the new presi-
dent of the Athletics Feder-
ation of India (AFI) on the
opening day of its two-day
Annual General Meeting
here on Tuesday even as
outgoing president Adille
Sumariwalla announced
new events and future
plans for the federation.

With no other conten-
der in the fray Bahadur,
who won gold at the 2002
Asian Games, was elected
unanimously to replace Su-
mariwalla, who stepped
down after three consecu-
tive terms.

Delhi Athletics’ secre-
tary Sandeep Mehta was
elected as the new AFI se-
cretary general, replacing
Ravinder Chaudhary.

The biggest announce-
ment, however, was the in-
stitution of a major javelin
competition to cater to and
build on the interest in the
event in the country.

“It will be an invitational
event with the top-10
throwers in the world com-
ing and participating. Nee-
raj (Chopra) is also a part of
organising it, along with
AFI, JSW and a foreign firm
all working together to
create this new competi-
tion. It will be held some-
time later in the year,” Su-
mariwalla revealed, adding
that the AFI was also keen
on hosting other major

Change of guard: Sagoo takes over from Sumariwalla. X@AFI

competitions in the com-
ing years.

India will host its first
bronze level continental
tour event on August 10 in
Bhubaneswar. “The bids
are open at the moment
for major World Athletics
Championships and we
have already submitted
our Expressions of Interest
for the 2029 World Junior
and Senior Champion-
ships, World Relays and we
are also looking at the
World Half Marathon,” said
Sumariwalla, adding that
the AFI was also keen on
hosting other major com-
petitions in the coming
years.

About his tenure, Suma-
riwalla expressed satisfac-
tion at the progress made
by Indian athletics in the

past 12 years. “The AFI was
not in a good way when I
took over... our president
and secretary faced a lot of
issues after the 2010 CWG
and we had to bring it up
from there. We worked on
a two-pronged strategy —
grassroots and elite.

“In elite, we brought in
foreign coaches in seven
events and in grassroots,
we put in a lot of work to
spread. It started with 100
districts 20 years ago and
last year, we had 619 dis-
tricts. I feel we are on the
right path,” he hoped.

He admitted things
could have been better. “In
hindsight, everything
could have been better.
One of the areas I would
like to improve is doping.
It’s a serious problem and

we will continue to fight it.
The second is overage
which looks under control
but needs to be continued.
Third is early overspeciali-
sation and training, again a
deep-rooted problem but
it’s a continuous process.”

AFI office-bearers:

President: Bahadur Singh
Sagoo; Senior vice-president:
Anju Bobby George;
Vice-presidents: Abu Metha,
Jayanta Malla Baruah, AK.
Sharma; Secretary: Sandeep
Mehta; Treasurer: Stanley Jones
Senior; Joint secretary: S.
Srinibas Patnaik.
Joint-secretaries: Sharat
Chandra Singh, Jyotirmoyee
Sikdar, Finley L. Pariat; Executive
council members: Sudha Singh,
Harjinder Singh Gill, Sharda Devi
Jadam, Priyanka Bhanot, Rachita
Mistry, A. Rajavelu, K.
Sarangapani.



* Bahadur Singh Sagoo, an Asian Games gold medallist and Padma Shri
recipient, has been elected as the new President of the Athletics
Federation of India (AFl) during the Annual General Meeting. He
succeeds Adille Sumariwalla, who served three consecutive terms.
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* Major Javelin Competition
A new javelin competition for top throwers worldwide will be hosted
in India later this year, involving Neeraj Chopra, AFl, JSW, and other

stakeholders.
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1.Bids for International Events
AF| submitted bids for hosting:

1. 2029 World Junior Championships

2. World Relays

3. World Half Marathon

AFla 2029 dog
ASEET & T aelr
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CE)IEN

2.Hosting New Continental Event
India will host its first continental tour event on August 10 in Bhubaneswar.
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Minimum Support Price



* Farmer leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal’s indefinite fast entered its

43rd day as the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on

Agriculture, has recommended a

“legally binding” MSP.
b \

' N\




What is MSP?

Definition: MSP is the price at which the government purchases crops from farmers to
ensure they do not incur losses.

Established by: Recommended by the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP) under the Ministry of Agriculture, final approval by the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA).

Crops Covered: MSP is declared for 23 crops, including cereals, pulses, oilseeds, and
commercial crops like cotton and jute.

Purpose: Protect farmers from price fluctuations, provide income stability, and ensure
agricultural growth




 Need for MSP for Farmers:

* Income Stability: MSP protects farmers from losses due to market price
dips caused by overproduction or low demand.

* E.g. In 2024, moong prices in Rajasthan were 6,467 per quintal, far below
the MSP of X8,682 (Indian Express).

* Inequitable Market Dynamics: Farmers lack bargaining power compared to
traders, leading to lower price realization.

* E.g. CACP data shows over 80% of farmers rely on local markets, where
prices often fall below MSP.



Cost of Production: Rising input costs and stagnant yields necessitate
MSP to ensure profitability.

E.g. Fertilizer and diesel prices increased by 15-20% between 2020
and 2024 (Ministry of Agriculture).

Addressing Rural Poverty: With 86% of farmers being smallholders,
MSP prevents distress sales, ensuring sustainable livelihoods.




* Feasibility of Legalizing MSP:

* High Fiscal Cost: Procuring all MSP crops could cost X7.5 lakh crore annually,
consuming 17% of the Union Budget, limiting resources for other developmental
initiatives.

* Direct Compensation Model: Implementing a compensation mechanism for price
differences would require X30,000-%X50,000 crore annually, which is financially
more viable.

* Market Intervention: Establishing floor prices in APMC auctions can stabilize
market prices and reduce the burden on government procurement.




Approval process: The final decision on MSP is made by the
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by the
Prime Minister.

Crops under MSP: MSP is announced for 22 crops, including 14
Kharif, 6 Rabi, and 2 commercial crops. Fair Remunerative Price
(FRP) is set for sugarcane.

A2: Paid-out costs for inputs like seeds, labor, and
fertilizers.

Types of Production Costs:
CACP uses three cost projections:

A2+FL: Includes unpaid family labor.

C2: Comprehensive cost including rent and capital
interest, used as a benchmark reference.




e Limitations of Legalizing MSP:

* Budgetary Stress: Allocating 17% of the budget for MSP would strain fiscal
resources, affecting investments in health, education, and infrastructure.

* Market Disruption: Enforcing MSP might deter private sector engagement,
reducing efficiency and competitiveness in agricultural markets.

* Administrative Challenges: Monitoring and implementing MSP
transactions for millions of farmers across diverse crops would require
significant infrastructure and human resources.
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e Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan unveiled the UGC
Draft Regulations 2025, which introduce significant reforms in the
appointment of Vice-Chancellors (VCs) and academic staff, aligned
with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

e Draft Guidelines for Vice-Chancellor Appointment:
e Organisation involved: University Grants Commission (UGC).



* Key features of VC appointment guidelines:Authority for Selection: Chancellors or
Visitors are empowered to form a three-member search-cum-selection committee for
appointing VCs.

e Selection Process:

* Applications are invited via all-India newspaper advertisements or through
nomination/talent search processes.

e A committee consisting of nominees from the Visitor/Chancellor (Chairperson), UGC
Chairperson, and the university’s apex body (e.g., Senate, Syndicate) selects the VC.




* Eligibility:
* Distinguished professionals from academia, industry, public administration,
or policymaking with proven academic contributions are eligible.

* Inclusivity: Encourages representation of economically weaker
sections (EWS), SC, ST, OBC, and persons with disabilities.

* Transparency: Mandates public notification and objective assessment
methods.
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Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren transferred X1,415.44 crore to 56.61 lakh women under
the Maiya Samman Yojana.

About Maiya Samman Yojana
The scheme increased the amount from %X1,000 to X2,500 per woman aged 18 to 50.

The scheme requires women to have bank accounts, bringing millions of women into the
formal banking system.

The X2,500 installment was transferred for December, and January’s installment will be
transferred later.



Importance

The cash transfer is described as a transformative boost to
women’s household income, especially in rural areas.

e Research shows women-directed cash transfers improve family health,
education, and nutrition.

e The government aims to involve women in economic activities to promote
the state’s economic growth.



Net-Zero Banking Alliance
(NZBA)



* United States banks Citigroup and Bank of America are exiting
the Net-Zero Banking Alliance (NZBA).

 About

* The Net-Zero Banking Alliance (NZBA) is a coalition of banks that
have committed to aligning their financing activities with the goal of
achieving net-zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2050.



The alliance was established in 2021 under the United Nations
Environment Programme Finance Initiative (UNEP Fl).

It is part of the larger Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero
(GFANZ), which includes other financial institutions and focuses on
promoting climate action across the global finance industry




Word of the day

Beleaguer:
annoy persistently; surround so as to force to
give up

Synonyms: badger, bug, pester, tease,
besiege, circumvent, hem in, surround

Usa g€ As the number of protesters grew, the
policemen became increasingly beleaguered.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/beleaguerpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /brli.ga/, /balli=.ga/
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e What doe\s the Mercalli Scale measure?
HBTOIT Tohel AT ATIAT &7

* A. Magnitude of earthquakes / Sﬁﬂr $r draar
B. Intensity of earthquakes based on after-effects / 3TFCI- gm &
YR 9T HT F clierar

C. Destruction caused by tsunamis / '\EIT-I'Dﬁ QdRT 3‘%‘ aané’r
D. Seismic activity under oceans / FIFIH'I?RT & A W afafafer




* What technological capability do Sonobuoys provide?

JIASIT i Tl dehallehl &THAT USTed Hd g7

» A. Detection of submarines through acoustic signals / €dfaes dhal
& ATEIH § YAgfeadAT HT T AT
B. Monitoring air pollution / qrg gyt C ) ﬁl?ITl?ﬁ
C. Enhancing satellite communication /'@ﬂ?—l’l?»? AR & dGTell

gD.ErData collection for weather predictions / RIHH W F v
Hdg




* Who was recently appointed as the Chairman of ISRO and Secretary of
the Department of Space?

gt &1 & 3TU & 3regeT 3R 37aRer [Fmr & kg & s &
forer Toiger foham aram?

* A.S. Somanath / TH. HIHATY
B. V. Narayanan / dl. sTRTIOTeT
C. Rakesh Sharma / Tl QTAT

D. K. Sivan / &. TRae



 What role did V. Narayanan play in the Chandrayaan missions?

JedTel TARST H dY. AR $I T {{AhT Aq?

* A. Designed propulsion systems for Chandrayaan-2 and Chandrayaan-3

/ TeATeT-2 3R IgAT-3 F AT g yorrel fBamser i

B. Head of the spacecraft design team /ﬁﬁﬁﬂ qlel %3"3?{ a7 &
P rIEC]

C. Chief scientist for navigation systems / AT RATeH & 7&T
CETED N

D. Coordinated international collaborations/m G FI
TA-aY foram




* What is the purpose of the Maiya Samman Yojana in Jharkhand?

SIRES H ARAT TFATT TIolell FT 3662 FAT g7

* A. Provide financial assistance to women aged 18-50 / 18-50 AT qar
1 Afgemat F AT Te=ar vereT FIT
B. Promote girl child education / ST/t TSI T F@T ST

C. Provide healthcare benefits to rural women /UJ'Fﬂ'UT H‘%HTEHT I
EATEXY olTH YUGTlel hlddl

D. Empower self-help groups/Q—Tﬂi' G '\‘m@ B JAFT ToATAT




* Which banks recentg;_xited the Net-Zero Banking Alliance (NZBA)?
gTel 81 H &l & %-WWW(NZBA)@W@?
* A. Citigroup and Bank of America / AT 3 dF 3% AR
B. Wells Fargo and HSBC / 3¢8 BRAT 31X Tl ’
C. Deutsche Bank and Standard Chartered / ST d& 3R T2

qres
D. Barclays and JP Morgan / STchelol 3T A ATl



* What is the major limitation of legalizing MSP?

THTHYT I Flefeil T Gol HT AT HAT FIT 72

* A. High fiscal cost / 3= fa<diar omerd

B. Lack of public support / ATdeiiaies GHAT Al ﬂvTﬁ
C. Opposition from international trade bodies / AW SATAR

fAsraT &1 faier , .
D. None of the above / 390Fd H & HIg sTol



* What are the major events planned by the Athletics Federation of India
in 20297
2029 H TYCATCHFH Hhsielel 3T 3f3AT GaRT AlelAdey H&T
IRIhd FIT &7

* A. World Junior Championships, World Relays, and World Half
Marathon / d¢3 Eﬁ'ﬂ? A IIATAT, dos R 3T des g6

A

B. Asian Games and Olympics / E‘fﬂ'ﬂ%’ ad U3ﬁT Mﬁa;

C. Continental Cup and Global Track Meet / Flfeedcd HT 3R
Tded ¢ Hie . ’

D. None of the above / 39U&Fd H & HIS sTol




* What major myth about the Mughal Empire was recently debunked?

HITST AT T FAAd Sl A7 7Y TAYS gTel 8 H TR
fehar aram?

* A. Mughals ruled all oflndla/m C tli' R 9T AMHT TohdT
B. Mughals introduced the caste system / Im?ﬂ A SITfad STaedT ALK

Y
C. Mughals had no naval presence / Fﬁﬁﬁ Y AT F-l?f

D. Mughals abolished local governance/iFMTvl’f A TALT A &l
HHATCT Y fear




Fun Fact




Myth : The Mughal Empire ruled all of India.

* Truth: While the Mughal Empire was powerful, it never controlled
southern India completely. Regions like the Vijayanagara Empire and
Maratha Confederacy maintained independence during various
periods.
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