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 What is the main objective of the media monitoring centre approved
by the Maharashtra government?

- HERTSE AIFR GarT Al #fEar Rl &g 1 A&
3EeRT FAT 87

* A. To control media reporting / #ifear Raifeer & AIRT FET

B. To ensure accurate dissemination of government-related news /

TWHR ¥ AT TARR FT TEF T0R GARETd FIT

C. To promote positive news about the government /AR & TR H
APRIcHS TATART T FerdT Soll

D. To monitor international news coverage /3-'I?R‘I'V<ﬂ'€l' HATIR Faal
& fAIRTAT I



 Which entity will oversee the operations of the media monitoring
centre?

- HifzTr AREN Fg F TATAT T @G HiT F?

* A. Press Information Bureau (PIB) / 9 et _qff (P1B)
B. Directorate General of Information and Public Relations (DGIPR) /
a1 AR STHIF AIAGATET (DGIPR)
o Ministry of Information & Broadcasting / qdeT Uq YHROT HAT A
D. Election Commission of India / HRd ﬁﬁ‘ﬁl?l' 3T



* Under which initiative were two major ropeway projects in
Uttarakhand approved?

-mﬁawmmﬁaﬁaﬁﬁmmﬂ?aﬁﬁaﬁ

» A. Bharatmala Pariyojana / IRdHTT TRATSTAT
B. Parvatmala Pariyojana / TadATAT IRATSTAT
gAYt

C. Sagarmala Pariyojana / HTI{HTT
D. National Ropeway Mission / I™EIT AIa fAereT



 What is the main aim of the Parvatmala Pariyojana?

» GATHATAT IRANSTAT FT HET 35627 FAT 872

* A. To build highways in mountainous areas / 9gTal &3l H TSTATT &I
fa#Tor FHEET

B. To develop ropeway connectivity in hilly areas / tl%'l?ff aar # qua
FAfFerde) Ahfad HTET
C. To promote rural development / ATHIOT AHTT Y derar G

D. To construct railway tunnels in high-altitude regions / ﬁﬁ' arel
AN A Yerd WM &1 AAOT Fe



* Which organization recently launched "Mission 300" to improve
electricity access in Africa?

mﬁﬁwqﬁﬁaﬂﬂ#mmﬁﬁ"ﬁemww
WW#QWM?

* A. United Nations (UN)/IIT-HT-I' IS (UN)
B. World Bank and African Development Bank / Taeq d& 3T AR
faerT d«
C. International Monetary Fund (IMF)/W Hl CaL (IMF)
D. International Energy Agency (IEA) /mﬂ' FolT Told (IEA)



 What is the primary goal of Mission 300?
- fAeeT 300 &1 HET w87 FAT 872

* A. To connect 300 million people in Africa with electricity by 2030 /
zosoaa:amﬁa:r#woﬁ%'qﬂmaﬁﬁa?ﬁ#aﬁsm

B. To promote green hydrogen technology in developing countries /
ﬁwﬁa&aﬁ#zﬁwmﬁﬁﬂm%ﬁaﬁmm

C. To provide funding for clean water r;rojects in Africa / 3TShTRT &
Taeo o IRASAE & v Raayor gyeer #3ar
D. To enhance rural internet connectivity / ATHTOT Eﬂﬁf G IE TALE 4]

A FUR HIAT



 What does "carbon intensity" measure in a country?

. fFHY SU A "HeA digdr Fam AT 8?2

* A. Total CO, emissions from industries / 3E:€I’I?ﬁ d Fd CO, ScHA
B. Amount of carbon emitted per unit of GDP growtﬁ / Shard i{ﬁl‘

1 ufa sHE 3a FET Y AT
C. Energy consumption of a country / f&dY a'QI'. a?r Foll @9d
D. Level of carbon sequestration in forests / T & Fleel NFNTOT

Sl FdAl



* Which country is facing its worst forest fire in three decades?

o i AT U AT TUFT H YT I T3 FIMeT T 3T FI
HTHT HT T&T 87

» A. United States / §g&d s HANHT
B. Australia / C
C. Japan / SIT9Ted
D. Brazil / SITSiTel



 What is Starlink, and why has India not approved it?
- Starlink ¥ 8, 3 %R & 38 4T reqAfea &t fomam?

* A. Itis a cryptocurrency; India banned it due to financial risks / g Teh

frcaindd! & AR o AT A@AT F FRor 3@ yfaafdra #:I
B. It is a satellite int%rg%%r\g%%d%a%security ;%d pricing3ﬁT
concerns / gg T Y EIRGL ; AR <l JI&IT

g fauor & wafda Riaw § N

C. Itis a global financial network; India prefers its own banking systems
/g€ T dRgs AT deas §; dRT 39 T@T F dfFar
fAeeH o1 grafAswar ar #

D. It is a military intelligence system; India has strategic concerns / Ig§

tF A7 AT gorrell §; #RT & wrEfas R 3



 Which country has the fastest police cars, including Lamborghinis,
Ferraris, and Bugattis?

- fFE QU F W Id I qfaw FR 8, e o, Sl
3R ey enfarer 87

e A. United States/?l'éﬁ?l' T HARST

B. Germany /
C. United Arab Emirates (UAE) /W IS AR (UAE)

D. Italy / S&alT
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Plight of prisoners with
disabilities serious: SC

NEWS » PAGE 5

PrEsIDENT'S CUTREACH
Trump seeks
nuclear talks

with Iran

WORLD » PAGE 12

IMPEACHED LEADER
South Korean court
orders release of Yoon

WORLD » PAGE 12

India must ensure the
Jull inclusion of wormen
ific journey

in its scientific

EDITORIAL » PAGE &

cooD win

Harleen stars in
Giants’s
SPORT PAGE » 14

victory

EC to fix duplicate
voter ID numbers
issue in 3 months

NEW DELEI
Amid the controversy over
duplicate voter 10 Card

2 unique national EPIC number

Join Joint Action Committee
on delimitation, Stalin tells CMs

CM seeks

esentatives from Odisha, Pun ab and Ben

to ‘chart course forward’; we must ‘exz

ENNAL

rumming up sup-
porc_from - Chief
Ministers

former Chief Mlmﬂers of
States likely to be affected
by the delimitation pro-

3 u Chief Mi-
nister MK. Stalin invited
them to | Joint Actiol

Committee (JAC). in a let-

v.)ul.ht.-n'- States ﬁrst meeting set for March 22 in Chennai
ions of this

Stalin

Q This issuc
transcends
individual State
concerns — it strikes at
the heart of our federal
principles nuse

Jointly develop akternatives

that preserve

Currént representation in

PETCENEIZEe terms

MK STAL
Tamil reach

et Minkzer

%0 all voters. » PAGE 3 ter on Friday. Despite
gravity of the issue. the
Centre  has
“neither clarity nor any
India © its 4 =4

concern to UK. on
failure

NEW DI
\ncia comreyed “deep concern®

Ministry said, criticising the
UK far “indifferance” to the
Stuation. » PAGE &

“Xi-Modi meet
made positive
strides in ties”

BEUING
The meeting between Chiness
President X6 Jinping and Prime
Minister Narendra Mod

Kazan last year strengthened
India-China ties, emphasising.
cooperation and mutual
SupporT, marking a posithe
stride after standoff in Eastern
Ladakh, said Foreign Mirester
Wang ¥i on Friday. » PAGE &

Urson Railweary Minister Astraini
Vaishnaw chaired = hgh-level
meeting in New Delhi on Friday
%o discuss crowd control at
raiway stations. After the meet
officials sad, 3 decision was.
taken to constnact permanent
waiting areas outside 60
stations. » PAGE 5

address States’ concerns.,
Br. Stalin s

du Chief Minister pro-

inaugural
meeting in_Chennai on
March our col-

~1 believe this issue tran-
scends State

ples. Together, we must ex-
amine the consttutional.
legal, and political dimen’
sions of this challenge. We
must jointly develop alter-
natives that preserve our
current representaton in
percentage terms.”
lin contended in ms )mer,
is

needed to secure a datimi.

o
building without compro-
mising our current level of
representation,” Mr. Stal
said, asking each of his in-

concemns — it strikes at the
heart of our federal princi-

parties to serve on ¢
“This moment demands

leadership and collabora-
tion. above political
differences, and sundlng
up for our collective good.
What s at s!nl.e s not any
abstract princi
our States: ability to secure
rightful resources for deve-
lopment. o influence cru-
ial policies , and to ensure
our economic priorities re-
ceive due attention in the
national agenda,” Mr. Sta-
1in said.
Recalling an
had resolved to
l in defence of “our
constitutional rights, de-
manding a fair delimita-

n.~ They had also re-
Solved to form & JAC and

€ being considered for
the delimitation excrcise,

THAKKOLAM

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday urged Ta-

MK Stalin to impart medi-
ring educa-

the Seth

States both based on rion. mil Nadu
= Mr. Stalin said: “In bolh
scenarios, all the States | caland enginee:
that have im- | tion in Tamil.
control d to

next Census, Mr. Stalin ar-
gued ~Those States whicl
controlled their popula-
tion and achieved superior
will

n
lose siguificantly f the ex-

cise based
posi -2c|z6 p pulation. \Me
Should not be thus penal-
ised for effectively coneroll
th a

face an unjust punishment
— reduced representation
in the very forum where
national _ policies  are
dete L]

“Must not be penalised”
Once implemented, this
iml

terests and influence criti-
cal national decisions,

said. ‘or the record, we
e ok against delimita-
tion tlself What we oppose
s Its wea

ponisation
States that fulfilled” their
nadonal | duties, thus pun-

gress,” he clari-
P ‘Sting reports that
suggest that two approach-

ing grow
upholding national s
lopment goals.™

In the first case, the ex-

“their

CISF_Raising Day at the

States had offered courses
language.

His suggestion comes
amid Mr. Stalin’s allegation
that the Union government
was trying to impose Hindi
on the southern States
through the National Edu-
cation Policy-

The Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister too should cake

students along with
Tamil

no State a

seats- e

as a
mother tongue,” .
fnctdentally, Tamil N
had d Tamil

courses

I 3010 under the Karuna:
nidhd goves
Tamil Nadu,

e
Prassing
Mr. bhall said whether it

Teach engineering,
medicine in Tamil,
Shah urges Stalin

Az Shah

forms. achieving spiricual
heights, setting education-
al standards, or promoting
the message v and
Integrity of the country™,
State had  greatly
strengthened Indian cul-
ture in every field.
“In lne with this, it has

Centre in Thakkolam
the grear warrior of the
dynasty, Rajaditya

ment examinations for the

Police Forc-

€s (CAPF) in regional lan-
s, but now the yous

in Tamil and other lan-
guages included In the
Eighth Schedule of the
pes

re-

Back to school

o —
Prayer thme: Students peay as they retumed 1o their 5chool after winter break in Budgam district of Jamme & Kashmir. Maax ressas

Peace march plan revives tension in Manipur

GUWASATI

ways, has put Manipur on
the boil ag:

Security has been
heightened in the State’s
Aeitei-dominated Imphal

the

Polce perscanel try to douse

burring tyres during  protest

over the arrest of wilage volunteers in Imehal. FLE PHoTo

brella body claimed that

the rest of the country

munities, ahead of a poten-  the march is a peace-build-  from Saturday.
dally volatile “march t ing initiative, following Un- The Stats adminterra-
hills~ planned by the Fed-  lon Home Minister Amit  tion has announced
eration of Civil S Shah’s to allow of uas and hetl.
FOCS). unrestricted movement on  copter  services from
The valley-based um- the roads linking Imphal to  Saturday.
o3 »

Srganisations,

embers
against s-emng foot on the
wribal hills.

An FOCS spokesperson
said the organisation has
no plans to call off the
march.

Give peace
“Manipur has suffered a
bloody conflict for almost
Two years. It is time to give
peace a chance, and there
canmce be r op-
'y than this, espe-
Sially w Wihens the Stars & 1
der President’s Rule and
the Centre wants free

ent,” the FOCS spo-
kespe(mn said.
Committee on Tri-
‘Unity (COTUY, said that
lzclll[anng marcl
a “blatant
bteach“ ol!he buffer zones
— a belt of foothills around
the Imphal Valley — work-
ing as a shield against vio-

mutual halt to aerial at-

acks
Infrastructure.

The call from Mr. Zelen-
skyy to halt aerial bom-
bardments on energy facik-

on critical

builds on growi
rhetoric from Kyiv, Was!
on, Moscow
halting (he war, now in
fourth
The Ukra.\man leader
said the first steps to esta-
blishing real peace should
be stopping both Russian
and Ukrainian aerial and
val attac
~Ukraine is ready to go
the way of peace, and It Is
Ukraine that wants peace
from the very first second
of this war. The task is
force Russia o stop the
war,” he wrote in a post on
social media.

“secessionist | ‘Precision strike
Meited militias™. The Russlan Defence Mi-
The group representing | niss Friday
the Kuki-Zo communities had carried out “preci-
also refected Mr. Shalvs | slon” sl energy fa-

call for cilities, they s
» pm o Dolica officlate. | Boet: | Ukt

tral security agency said
they were alert to a possi-
ble conflict over the peace

march.
|

Russia is “targeting facil-
mies linked to Ukraine’s
military-industrial  com-
plex.” Russian spokesper-

Zelenskyy renews his call
for aerial truce as Russians
launch massive air strike

S I3
Afirefighter extinguishes a burming car at a site of a Russian strike i

Kharkiv on Friday, amid the Russian invasion

son Dmitry Peskov said.

“The Ukrainian Alr Force
said Russia had launched
at least 58 missdes and
nearly 200 drones, damag-
ing energy facilitics across
the country from Kharkiv

in the east to Ternopil tn
the west.

Firefighters were bat-
ting a blaze on streets
lined with debris in the
Kharkiv region, images re-
leased by the emergency
services shows

The Kremlin responded
to earlier calls by Mr. Ze-
lenskyy for a halt to aerial

ing

of Ukraine. AFP

establishing a ceasefire as
#ble and stop-
ping attacks in the air and
at sea as a confidence-
building measure between
the parties,” Mr. Erdogan
told an online meeting.

attacks by ruling out any X

n self

Ukraine. will travel v Soodi Aresi

Mr. Zelenskyy's _allies day for talks with

abroad have voiced sup-  Crown Pri h: d
port for his truce pr bin Salman.

n
leader Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan. who tecently hosted
the Ulkrain ader, also

e ke his
‘e support the idea of

U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff
said he would speak to Uk-
rainian negotiseors sbout
an “initial ceasefire™ with
Russia and a ~framework~

for a longer agreement.




Editorial

THE HINID

Sarurday, March 8, 2025
HER

o overcome: headwinds
ebruary’s sharp rise in the monthly servic-

Office

current fiscal (Q3FY25). The strong r

the services PRI, up from S6.5 in January, which

marked a 25 i Low, helped offset the deckine

in the manufacturing PMIL, which fell o a 14-

mamth low of 6.3 in February. A PMI reading
in,

conducte:

=r 40 countries. is a key indicator of economic
momensum. The fact that manufacturing and
ervicas o Bactors That hae Sbemanted far About
0% o tndis's SDP since 2010 - rematn in expan-

On International Women's Day, commentaries on some of the key issues in the gender space, in the print and online editions

Inclusion in pubhc spaces — from fear to freedom

most unsafe countries for women, a reality
that demarnds ur, d deliberate

l ndia is often considered to be ane of the

hange. lndia was ranked 123 among 177

‘countries rated in Women, Peace an

T 20, While deaply ehis ercied parriat thal
that lead to

than half the female population remains outside
workforce. Thesefore, while a majoricy of

wnmen are conl 0 private 5, there Isa

risingn number of women who are using public

- for i ven,

owernight, meaningful progress can be made by
challenging the everyday barriers that women
face. On Imternarional Women's Day today. it is
erucial to reflect on a fundamental
Essue — the messibllﬂyn‘puhli:
n

While the topic is deeply studied
researched in the academic world, very lttle has
changed practically. For instance, how

women do we see on roads n compared to
men at any given point of time? Which are the
spaces where they are more visible? And which
are the areas which they completely avosd? How

e

&s facing a imerent d.lslup(l.an T e

artific AAD-driven solutions. While

the NSO reported 6.2% real GDP growth for

QEFYVZ5, mp executives from tndia's leading IT
firms

ed value to $283 billion in FY25. In its 2025 Stra-

through
murual inferactions and :nl.le:l‘h'e experiences,
shaping communicy identities and social
dynamics. It is where people cultivate pt‘id(a]
identrties, build Iivelinoods, and actively engage
in

. By
participating in the everyday nuances of public
spaces, individuals get more ated
socletal processes. Moreover, a key I.nd.-cs(ﬁru(a
Place's shiety is the Presence of wamen freely
choos!

Survey-4 (NFHS-4) data (2015-16), 54% of Indian
women had the freedom to visit markets alone,
wihile 50% could access health-care facilities
independently, and 48% were pe‘n:nlr(ed o travel
ourside their village or community

regic Heview report,
geopolitical upheavals and rising tariffs as key

ently diversify its rading base.

l-limahyan tragedy

of natural disasters, which are
-Lanbeam(rulled

Labourers in elght rs. To say that the res-
cue operation was arduous would be an under
statement. The rescue teams worked in a near-

design containe =
and can improve the odds of survival. Thers &5
much g0 learn from the way bomb shelters are
imagined or how research stations ar Antarctica
are designed. All of this requires a greater sensl-
tivity to workers who toil amidse hazards and not
merely label these tragedies as inevitable conse-
quences of natural disasters.
=

Also, the Periodic Labour Force Survey (FLFS)
for 202324 indicates that the Labour Force
Participation Rate (LFFE) for women is 35.6%.
Even though it has plsan SlERIBCARly over the
years, unfortunately, this highlights that more

BITS. Pl
Hajasthan

Public spaces,
which are
arenas where
socio-economic
© thrives,
need o be

il Iy serve as momes,

their

e an .
These spaces are rarely lnLIsedfnr]sslu.re ar

e iver mad

wm.pum.cspam
e restrictions that

is purpose:
hound. relnforcing spatial restr
limikz ehedr

rather tham unrestricted soclal participation.

e, Khan, 2001, reclaiming
public spaces is not just about

ACCELERATE

Mormalising a weman’s use of public space for
leisure can st to this shift.

Policy level

ACTION FOR 41 the policy level, the government

GENDER

women on footpaths, bus stations, or narmow
streets — just a group of girls sitting around and
havimg fun

Street amusement where women are the
partcipans {s not & normal sighc. Everyday
public — those that men navigare freely —
mmnﬁnuembenn’we‘lcnnﬂru; women. The fact

design of public spaces that prevents women

EQUALITY

street
reational spaces tallored for women.
.-u—m:.e:mucal area Eovernment

it lawes and their effective
ST WAOMnEn 1n
men are acmially

also reinforces a pendered fear that serves as a
tool for patriarchal contrel.

S0, by consciously reshaping public spaces, we
can create environments where women feel safe
and truly welcome. While centuries of patriaschy
cannot be dismansied overnight, meaningful

with small, everyday actions. From

the buile environment of public space to socketal
astimudes, every shift, no mamer how gradual,
brings us closer to an inclusive society where
women can navigate and own public spaces
freely, withowt fear or restriction.

An equitable future for women in sa'ence, in India

omen in sclence navigate a minefield

of challenges that often start early.

Educational barriers, such as Hmited
hools and Seral

cam discourage gl from pursuing
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM}. For those who persist and
are fortunate to get past these early hurdles,
Eimaral rions frequently demand that
they prioritise family over careers, severely
opardising professional growth. Gender
Sterentypes =T FeSITict oppoTTunities,
affecting hiring, promotions and funding.

and in
setsings sdd another dimension of hosilicy that
push many women ot of the field.

scces.

A study of STEM scientists
Globally, as well as in India, we see similar
patterns. A study of STEM scientlsts acroas 38
ses reveals higher atirition rates for

women, driven by non el workplaces,
worklife balance struggles, and
high-lmpact research.

ese harriers slow career progression and

el g e
Institutes of Health.
ese barriers compel us to consider why it is
wital to pricritiss the retention of women in
sclence. Diverse teams drive creativity and
, beading i breakthroughs by

ovour of thels male colleages,

Anita Shet

is Professor of

Putilic Health

Ecarmini Walka

is & Senior Scientiss at

e Indian Coursil of
edical Aesearch

scientific and
technalogic
advancement, it

must ensure the

Full inclusion of
women in
this jourmney

historic struggle for proper recognition

e’ I nmiatinne. Mearty 300 yoars late

gender inequity in STEM persists. jacn'b(.la.rlc
leaky pipe! i

recopnition of both triumphs and obstacles is
eruc .shnmsl.ngsumegsfu] women in science
nges sterectypes. Inspires the next
generation, and remforces the need for grester
ittty mrel reprencniation. At the same Dene,
® setbacks, as exemplified by

an 1 progress

does not consider systemic
Te recent i md

by
Finally, 3 nuanced approsch across career stages
& crucial, eliminar

power dyna Chutes &
AaAerst el ficin n i e K et il
Thow

menmcr:hlp_::cm w0 hidden knowledge, and

career disruptions disproportionately hindes

wamen, minarities, snd marginalised groups.
need

eithifs Scacmie Sy,

A survey across India
Examining these concepts is particularly valuable
in the context of India, where
conservative attitudes abound. In an
extensive survey across S8

css nedia

0 P00 21, the proportion of
women fuculty members across all
the fields was a mere 17%, ranging

vastly undes- represem:ed at
often

ACCELERATE

wobces in leadership and decislon-making.

Interventions
The Indian government has taken significant
steps to advance gender equity n science and
¥. The D
Technology GDb—l')]sunclmd e
Gender Advancermen
Transforming ctaticon (GATT
pilos In 2020 1o Foster an inclusive

(hese

approach that

Carcer paths ahd imvohves pallcymaers,

institutions, and the scientific commumity in
i v For

d‘)mgessudiasﬂesd‘bleworkopd.om irdable
and Tt wor
integration are essential. Second, public

As India continues to push the boundaries of

selentific and technological advancement, the full

inclusion of women in this journey is not only a

matter of fafrness but also an example of true
thar

progress thar can set a rful example for the
weorld to emulate

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Trump and MAGA
u.s. President Donald
are unwarranted a

of
administration. Mary of his
policies are totally

Trump should not
tantrums against Canada, swayed
proposed annexation o Elon Musk. Mr
Greenland, and tariff war haul

with China and Eurcpe are
seme of the policies which

by the ndul(e af
Trum)

remember that the

unworkable There appears
to be brewing discontent.
among the very American
peaple whom he says are to
benefit from his policies. M.

Americans voted for him
. Musshe.

ME Trump's impasition of
tariffs followed by quick
deferment shaws 2

need to soften. Though his
attempts to end wars are

understand the implications
af forcing students i
tndlia to study three
Languages under the

be an indian language
should be scrapped. The
BJP State unit showld
convince |ls (Ent_ral

Hational Education Palicy. leadership

hesitancy os well an

erm

Exetirm. Hus MAAGA frendy
and vindictive attitudes

erempe ta <hale up the

Union gevernment st

States should be g

the third language should

et the feellngs o
people of Tamil Nadu

P. Radhakrishnan,
Esimbatore

Letters ermaited 1o

D e

musst carry the postal address




On International Women’s Day, commentaries on some of the key issues in the gender space, in the print and online editions

Inclusion in public spaces — from fear to freedom

ndia is often considered to be one of the

most unsafe countries for women, a reality

that demands urgent and deliberate

change. India was ranked 128 among 177
countries rated in Women, Peace and Security
Index 2023. While deeply entrenched patriarchal
norms that lead to violence cannot be dismantled
overnight, meaningful progress can be made by
challenging the everyday barriers that women
face. On International Women'’s Day today, it is
crucial to reflect on a fundamental but an
often-ignored issue — the accessibility of public
spaces for women.

While the topic is deeply studied and
researched in the academic world, very little has
changed practically. For instance, how many
women do we see on roads when compared to
men at any given point of time? Which are the
spaces where they are more visible? And which
are the areas which they completely avoid? How
freely can women walk on the streets? Or do
women consciously regulate their body language
to conform to the male gaze?

Gendered spatial control

It is important to understand them because
public spaces serve as arenas where
socio-economic life thrives and evolves through
mutual interactions and collective experiences,
shaping community identities and social
dynamics. It is where people cultivate political
identities, build livelihoods, and actively engage
in community life. By enthusiastically
participating in the everyday nuances of public
spaces, individuals get more integrated into
societal processes. Moreover, a key indicator of a
place’s safety is the presence of women freely
choosing to relax and enjoy themselves there.

‘What impacts women’s mobilities? Studies
indicate that public spaces are both gendered and
political where a majority of women are mostly
confined to the private and domestic sphere. This
gendered spatial control takes place in many
ways. According to National Family Health
Survey-4 (NFHS-4) data (2015-16), 54% of Indian
women had the freedom to visit markets alone,
while 50% could access health-care facilities
independently, and 48% were permitted to travel
outside their village or community
unaccompanied.

Also, the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS)
for 2023-24 indicates that the Labour Force
Participation Rate (LFPR) for women is 35.6%.
Even though it has risen significantly over the
years, unfortunately, this highlights that more
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than half the female population remains outside
the workforce. Therefore, while a majority of
women are confined to private spaces, there is a
rising number of women who are using public
spaces.

However, for working women, public spaces
primarily serve as transitional zones, facilitating
their commute between home and workplace.
These spaces are rarely utilised for leisure or
recreation. Consequently, women’s engagement
with public spaces is purpose-driven and
time-bound, reinforcing spatial restrictions that
limit their presence to functional necessities
rather than unrestricted social participation.

A space is truly safe and inclusive when
women can navigate it freely and without
hesitation. As argued in ‘Why Loiter?” (Phadke,
Ranade, Khan, 2011), reclaiming
public spaces is not just about

from fully claiming and navigating them as their
own? It is here that the community and the
government can be great enablers. As a society,
we must acknowledge and accept the fact that
public spaces offer a sense of freedom. Yet, this
very freedom often translates to a loss of control
for families over women’s mobility. Risk is
inevitable but avoiding public spaces is not the
solution. Men are subjected to street violence as
well, even though their nature of vulnerability is
different from that of women. Women need to
reclaim these spaces with the same ease as men,
fostering autonomy rather than restriction. For
this, women should have more conversations
about this problem, take out time to go around
and ‘hang out’ and have fun in public spaces.
Normalising a woman'’s use of public space for
leisure can contribute to this shift.

necessity but also about leisure and ACCELERATE Policy level changes

uninhibited presence. When women ACTION FOR Atthe policy level, the government
can move without a purpose, can drive change by reimagining
without urgency, without having to G E N D E R public space planning and design.
conform to the male gaze, they EQU ALITY This includes improving street
assert their right to belong, lighting, ensuring safe and
transforming public spaces into accessible public toilets, installing

shared, equitable environments. Simply put,
women should be able to just exist in public
spaces.

The issue of safety

During such instances, the issue of women’s
safety becomes a pressing concern. However, it is
crucial to acknowledge that violence against
women is not confined to public spaces as many
face threats even within their homes which is
considered to be a comparatively safer space. In
open spaces, the risk of gendered violence from
multiple strangers is high. This has reinforced the
belief that women need protection, ultimately
restricting their autonomy. As a result, women
are largely found in curated spaces such as malls,
theatres, and cafes, where the likelihood of
violence is perceived to be lower. But what about
women on footpaths, bus stations, or narrow
streets — just a group of girls sitting around and
having fun?

Street amusement where women are the
participants is not a normal sight. Everyday
public spaces — those that men navigate freely —
continue to be unwelcoming to women. The fact
that women cannot simply exist in these spaces
without discomfort or fear raises a critical
question. What is fundamentally flawed in the
design of public spaces that prevents women

street furniture such as benches, and creating
more recreational spaces tailored for women.
Another critical area requiring government
intervention is strengthening public safety
through stringent laws and their effective
enforcement to address crimes against women in
public spaces. How many men are actually
punished for gender-based violence in public
spaces? How many secure bail, only to repeat
their crimes? The low conviction rate remains a
glaring issue that must be addressed. Even today,
women are often blamed for being in the “wrong
place at the wrong time”, shifting the focus from
the perpetrator to the victim. Society places the
burden of safety on women while simultaneously
excusing or downplaying the actions of offenders.
This not only fosters a culture of impunity but
also reinforces a gendered fear that serves as a
tool for patriarchal control.

So, by consciously reshaping public spaces, we
can create environments where women feel safe
and truly welcome. While centuries of patriarchy
cannot be dismantled overnight, meaningful
change begins with small, everyday actions. From
the built environment of public space to societal
attitudes, every shift, no matter how gradual,
brings us closer to an inclusive society where
women can navigate and own public spaces
freely, without fear or restriction.



* Inclusion in Public Spaces — From Fear to Freedom

* India is ranked among the most unsafe countries for women,
emphasizing the need for change.

* Public spaces play a crucial role in gender inclusivity and socio-
economic mobility.

* A major concern is gendered spatial control, where women’s mobility
is restricted due to societal norms.



 Safety concerns limit women’s freedom to navigate public spaces,
restricting their economic and social participation.

* The article highlights that improving public spaces can lead to greater
gender inclusivity and economic empowerment.

* Government policies, better urban planning, and inclusive
infrastructure can help bridge this gap.



* A. Social Aspects (HTHATISTH qg)

 Women’s restricted mobility affects their participation in workplaces,
education, and social life.

* Gender biases in public spaces reinforce patriarchal norms,
discouraging women from claiming equal rights.

* Harassment and safety concerns contribute to fear, making women
hesitant to travel or use public spaces freely.

* A safe and inclusive public environment can empower women,
enhancing their confidence and participation in society.



» . Economic Aspects (3T qgl)

* Restricted access to public spaces reduces women’s workforce
participation, limiting economic growth.

* Women who cannot safely travel to work or educational institutions
face financial dependence and lower income potential.

e Better infrastructure and safety measures in public areas can boost
female employment and entrepreneurship.

* Investment in gender-friendly urban planning can enhance tourism,
commerce, and overall economic prosperity.



* . Political Aspects REGIGED tI%T*[\)

* Government intervention is crucial to ensure gender-friendly urban
policies and safety measures.

* Legislation for public safety and stricter action against harassment can
promote women'’s security.

* Implementation of gender-sensitive urban planning can lead to
inclusive growth and equality.

* Advocacy groups and policy think tanks can push for reforms in gender
inclusivity in public infrastructure.



On International Women’s Day, commentaries on some of the key issues in the gender space, in the print and online editions

Inclusion in public spaces — from fear to freedom

ndia is often considered to be one of the

most unsafe countries for women, a reality

that demands urgent and deliberate

change. India was ranked 128 among 177
countries rated in Women, Peace and Security
Index 2023. While deeply entrenched patriarchal
norms that lead to violence cannot be dismantled
overnight, meaningful progress can be made by
challenging the everyday barriers that women
face. On International Women'’s Day today, it is
crucial to reflect on a fundamental but an
often-ignored issue — the accessibility of public
spaces for women.

While the topic is deeply studied and
researched in the academic world, very little has
changed practically. For instance, how many
women do we see on roads when compared to
men at any given point of time? Which are the
spaces where they are more visible? And which
are the areas which they completely avoid? How
freely can women walk on the streets? Or do
women consciously regulate their body language
to conform to the male gaze?

Gendered spatial control

It is important to understand them because
public spaces serve as arenas where
socio-economic life thrives and evolves through
mutual interactions and collective experiences,
shaping community identities and social
dynamics. It is where people cultivate political
identities, build livelihoods, and actively engage
in community life. By enthusiastically
participating in the everyday nuances of public
spaces, individuals get more integrated into
societal processes. Moreover, a key indicator of a
place’s safety is the presence of women freely
choosing to relax and enjoy themselves there.

‘What impacts women’s mobilities? Studies
indicate that public spaces are both gendered and
political where a majority of women are mostly
confined to the private and domestic sphere. This
gendered spatial control takes place in many
ways. According to National Family Health
Survey-4 (NFHS-4) data (2015-16), 54% of Indian
women had the freedom to visit markets alone,
while 50% could access health-care facilities
independently, and 48% were permitted to travel
outside their village or community
unaccompanied.

Also, the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS)
for 2023-24 indicates that the Labour Force
Participation Rate (LFPR) for women is 35.6%.
Even though it has risen significantly over the
years, unfortunately, this highlights that more
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than half the female population remains outside
the workforce. Therefore, while a majority of
women are confined to private spaces, there is a
rising number of women who are using public
spaces.

However, for working women, public spaces
primarily serve as transitional zones, facilitating
their commute between home and workplace.
These spaces are rarely utilised for leisure or
recreation. Consequently, women’s engagement
with public spaces is purpose-driven and
time-bound, reinforcing spatial restrictions that
limit their presence to functional necessities
rather than unrestricted social participation.

A space is truly safe and inclusive when
women can navigate it freely and without
hesitation. As argued in ‘Why Loiter?” (Phadke,
Ranade, Khan, 2011), reclaiming
public spaces is not just about

from fully claiming and navigating them as their
own? It is here that the community and the
government can be great enablers. As a society,
we must acknowledge and accept the fact that
public spaces offer a sense of freedom. Yet, this
very freedom often translates to a loss of control
for families over women’s mobility. Risk is
inevitable but avoiding public spaces is not the
solution. Men are subjected to street violence as
well, even though their nature of vulnerability is
different from that of women. Women need to
reclaim these spaces with the same ease as men,
fostering autonomy rather than restriction. For
this, women should have more conversations
about this problem, take out time to go around
and ‘hang out’ and have fun in public spaces.
Normalising a woman'’s use of public space for
leisure can contribute to this shift.

necessity but also about leisure and ACCELERATE Policy level changes

uninhibited presence. When women ACTION FOR Atthe policy level, the government
can move without a purpose, can drive change by reimagining
without urgency, without having to G E N D E R public space planning and design.
conform to the male gaze, they EQU ALITY This includes improving street
assert their right to belong, lighting, ensuring safe and
transforming public spaces into accessible public toilets, installing

shared, equitable environments. Simply put,
women should be able to just exist in public
spaces.

The issue of safety

During such instances, the issue of women’s
safety becomes a pressing concern. However, it is
crucial to acknowledge that violence against
women is not confined to public spaces as many
face threats even within their homes which is
considered to be a comparatively safer space. In
open spaces, the risk of gendered violence from
multiple strangers is high. This has reinforced the
belief that women need protection, ultimately
restricting their autonomy. As a result, women
are largely found in curated spaces such as malls,
theatres, and cafes, where the likelihood of
violence is perceived to be lower. But what about
women on footpaths, bus stations, or narrow
streets — just a group of girls sitting around and
having fun?

Street amusement where women are the
participants is not a normal sight. Everyday
public spaces — those that men navigate freely —
continue to be unwelcoming to women. The fact
that women cannot simply exist in these spaces
without discomfort or fear raises a critical
question. What is fundamentally flawed in the
design of public spaces that prevents women

street furniture such as benches, and creating
more recreational spaces tailored for women.
Another critical area requiring government
intervention is strengthening public safety
through stringent laws and their effective
enforcement to address crimes against women in
public spaces. How many men are actually
punished for gender-based violence in public
spaces? How many secure bail, only to repeat
their crimes? The low conviction rate remains a
glaring issue that must be addressed. Even today,
women are often blamed for being in the “wrong
place at the wrong time”, shifting the focus from
the perpetrator to the victim. Society places the
burden of safety on women while simultaneously
excusing or downplaying the actions of offenders.
This not only fosters a culture of impunity but
also reinforces a gendered fear that serves as a
tool for patriarchal control.

So, by consciously reshaping public spaces, we
can create environments where women feel safe
and truly welcome. While centuries of patriarchy
cannot be dismantled overnight, meaningful
change begins with small, everyday actions. From
the built environment of public space to societal
attitudes, every shift, no matter how gradual,
brings us closer to an inclusive society where
women can navigate and own public spaces
freely, without fear or restriction.



Boost value addition in
spices to achieve $10-bn
export target by 2030: WSO

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Regardless of being the lar-
gest producer and expor-
ter of diverse varieties of
spices in the world, India’s
share in the global season-
ing market, pegged at $14
billion in 2024, is only a
paltry 0.7%, against Chi-
na’s 12% and U.S.’s 11%, said
Ramkumar Menon, chair-
man, The World Spice Or-
ganisation (WSO).

India currently exports
1.5 million tonne of spices
of all kinds worth $4.5 bil-
lion, commanding a quar-
ter of the global spice mar-
ket valued at $20 billion.

Mr. Menon said current-
ly only 48% of India’s spice
exports were valued-added
products while the remain-
ing bulk hits the markets as
culinary whole spices.

To achieve the Spices
Board of India’s export tar-
get of $10 billion by 2030,
the country’s share in va-
lue-added spices should
rise up to 70%, he opined.

“Seasoning is a huge
market. Despite India be-
ing the largest producer
and exporter of spices, our
current share in seasoning
is really low, and we have a
huge opportunity to grow
in this segment,” he said.

Mr. Menon further said,
it was also critical for the
Indian spice sector to ex-
plore the nutraceutical and
pharmaceutical value of
spices in a big way.

“Tap nutraceuticals’

“We should explore the nu-
traceutical and pharma-
ceutical scope of our spices
in a major way. This is
another way of value ad-
ding by finding newer ways
of useful consumption for
our spices. Several spices

Spice it up: Only 48% of spice exports were valued-added products
while the rest hit the market as culinary whole spices. THE HINDU

are already being used by

Ayurveda and  other
schools of medicine,” he
pointed out.

Mr. Menon added that
some 85% of the spices
grown in India are con-
sumed domestically. Alth-
ough India leads the world
in spice production, Viet-
nam, Indonesia, Brazil and
China are also active
players in the global spice
markets. Africa has also en-
tered spice production in
recent years.

Emerging producers
On the importance of in-
creasing spice production
within the country, he ob-
served that other than the
traditional spice-growing
States in the country, the
North Eastern region, Od-
isha and Jharkhand were
emerging as sizable pro-
ducers of various spices.
“India has 15 different
agro-climatic zones and
this helps us grow a wide
variety of spices, almost in
all States,” he said.
“Export possibilities are
huge. To cash in on this,
we have to first increase
our production. We also
have to find ways to bring
down cost of production
and increase focus on qual-

ity and scale our share in
value added spices,” he
added.

WSO, a platform that
unites all stakeholders in
the spice industry com-
prising farmers, proces-
sors, academics, and end-
users, is working closely
with several farmer pro-
ducer organisations (FPOs)
to boost production, ex-
ports and value addition.
FPOs are sensitised on sa-
fety, quality and sustaina-
bility in spice cultivation by
training farmers on quality
control issues and teaching
them the importance of
growing spices while limit-
ing pesticide use.

Pest management

Spice farmers are also
trained in integrated pest
management, water man-
agement and hygiene prac-
tices around handling, pro-
cessing and packaging.

He also emphasised on
the need for developing
high-yielding and climate-
resistant varieties of spices
in the country, adding or-
ganisations such as Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search and National Re-
search Centre on Seed
Spices have been already
working on these fronts.
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* Boost Value Addition in Spices to Achieve $10-Billion Export Target by
2030: WSO

* India is the world's largest producer and exporter of spices but has a
low share (0.7%) in the global seasoning market, compared to China
(12%) and the U.S. (11%).

* India exports 1.5 million tonnes of spices worth $4.5 billion,
contributing to 25% of the global spice market valued at $20 billion.



* Only 48% of India’s spice exports are value-added products, while the
rest are whole spices.

* To meet the Spices Board of India’s target of $10 billion in exports by
2030, value-added spices need to rise to 70%.

* Nutraceutical and pharmaceutical use of spices needs to be explored
for increasing global demand.

* India has 15 agro-climatic zones, which help in spice diversity, but
Northeast states (Odisha, Jharkhand) are emerging as new spice-
producing regions.



* Farmers need better pest management and integrated agricultural
practices to maintain quality.

e Export-oriented Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) are being
trained to boost quality, safety, and international market access.



» Social Aspects (QTHITSTH qgel)

 Spice farming supports millions of rural families in India, contributing
to employment and livelihood.

 Value addition in spices can enhance the role of small farmers,
especially in the Northeastern and tribal regions.

* Traditional knowledge of Ayurveda and medicinal uses of spices
should be preserved and promoted globally.

* Improving working conditions for spice farmers, reducing health
hazards from pesticide use, and ensuring fair wages are crucial.



* Economic Aspects (3T qg)

* India’s spice industry has the potential to double its export revenue,
improving foreign exchange earnings.

* Value-added spice products can fetch higher prices globally, increasing
farmers’ incomes.

* Diversification into nutraceutical and pharmaceutical markets can
open new revenue streams.

* Encouraging organic and pesticide-free spice production can increase
India's competitiveness.

* Training and capacity building for spice farmers can lead to better
qguality standards and international recognition.



* Political Aspects RECIGED qBF[)

 Government policies should incentivize value addition in spices to
boost exports.

* The Spices Board of India should facilitate research and development
in high-yield spice varieties.

* Bilateral trade agreements can help open new markets for Indian
spices.

* Regulatory measures should ensure compliance with international
food safety standards.

* Schemes like ‘One District, One Product’ (ODOP) can be leveraged to
promote regional spice varieties.



Trump effect
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Tariff wars: The price of petrol is displayed at a petrol station in Chicago, Illinois. Gas prices are expected to rise in several regions of the
United States that rely on Canadian oil after the Trump administration implemented a 10% tariff on all Canadian oil products. The U.S.
imports about 4 million barrels of oil a day from Canada. GETTY IMAGES VIA AFP




Why Vanuatu boasts one of the most popular ‘golden passport’ schemes

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, MARCH7

FORMER IPL chief Lalit Modi has applied to
surrender his passport to the Indian High
Commission in London, and acquired the

viduals to acquire citizenship in a country
by making significant financial contribu-
tions to its economy. Countries around the
world offer foreigners citizenship to attract
investment and stimulate economic growth.

Malta, Turkey, Montenegro, Antigua and
Barbuda, Dominica, and Egypt also have CBI

citizenship of Vanuatu, a tiny programs.

island nation in the South ,

Pacific, the Ministry of External Vanuatu’s program
Affairs confirmed on Friday. G LO BA L According to the website of

Vanuatu has a popular cit-
izenship by investment (CBI) or “golden
passport” program, which allows wealthy
individuals to purchase its passport.

Buying citizenship
CBI or economic citizenship allows indi-

investment migration firm
Global Residence Index, “Vanuatu’s citizen-
ship by investment programiis the fastest and
most simple citizenship program available...
Very few documents are required, and all
documentation can be provided digitally”,
meaning the applicant does not even have

VANUATU

o— Cairns

Brisbane Flljl

Australia o_l

toset foot in the country to become acitizen.

The cost of Vanuatu citizenship ranges
from $135,500t0$155,500(Rs 1.18 crto 1.35
cr), with options to also purchase citizen-
ship for a family of four. Processing times
vary from 30 to 60 days after the filing of the
application. The BBC reported in 2019 that
passport sales account for roughly 30% of
the country’s revenue.

PortVila

Specific advantages

Aside from the ease and speed of the
process, Vanuatu’s program provides some
specific benefits.

M As of 2025, a Vanuatu passport allows
visa-free entry to 113 countries. The Henley
Passport Index ranks the Vanuatu passport
asthe 51st strongest in the world (out of 199
countries),ahead of Saudi Arabia (57), China
(59), and Indonesia (64). India ranks 80th.

Vanuatu'’s passport was even stronger
until March 2022 when the European
Council temporarily suspended its visa-free
access to the European Union due to secu-
rity concerns around the golden passport
scheme. The suspension was made perma-
nent in February 2023.

W Vanuatuis, for all intents and purposes,

atax haven. It is a zero-tax jurisdiction that
is free of personal income tax, capital gains
tax, inheritance tax, and wealth tax. While
Vanuatu does charge indirect taxes such as
VAT, as well as tax on property transactions,
rates are typically lower than other coun-
tries in the South Pacific. It also has lax re-
porting requirements, which make it a
“strategic jurisdiction” for tax purposes.
For what remains a very poor country,
with a per capita GDP (current US$) of only
3,515.2 (World Bank, 2023), there is a major
financial incentive to be a tax haven.
Offshore financial services is one of the
biggest revenue-generators for the country.

Scandals in recent years
Inrecent years, Vanuatu has faced mul-

tiple corruption scandals and allegations
thatits citizenship scheme and tax laws are
being used by global criminal syndicates.

Analysing more than 2,000 golden pass-
portsissued in 2020, The Guardian reported
thatamong those granted citizenship were
“a Syrian businessman with US sanctions
against his businesses, a suspected North
Korean politician, an Italian businessman
accused of extorting the Vatican, a former
member of a notorious Australian motor-
cycle gang, and South African brothers ac-
cused of a $3.6bn cryptocurrency heist”.

“Experts have warned the scheme is ripe
for exploitation, creating a back door for ac-
cess to the EU and UK... Vanuatu’s taxation
laws make the country an attractive site for
money laundering,” UK daily said.



 Why Vanuatu Boasts One of the Most Popular ‘Golden Passport’
Schemes

* Vanuatu offers a "golden passport” program, allowing individuals to
acquire citizenship through investment.

* Former IPL chief Lalit Modi has applied for Vanuatu citizenship,
surrendering his Indian passport.



* The program is attractive because it does not require physical
residency and offers a fast, digital-based application process.

* The cost of Vanuatu citizenship ranges between $135,500 and
$155,500 (X1.18 crore to X1.35 crore), with a family package option.

* Vanuatu's passport allows visa-free travel to 113 countries, ranking
51st globally.

* The country offers tax-free benefits, including no personal income tax,
capital gains tax, or inheritance tax.



* It is considered a tax haven, attracting offshore investments,
contributing to nearly 30% of Vanuatu’s revenue.

* The program has faced scrutiny over allegations of money laundering
and misuse by criminals.



» Social Aspects (QTHITSTH qgel)

* The program attracts wealthy individuals, leading to concerns about
inequality in global citizenship access.

* Local Vanuatu citizens may not directly benefit from this scheme, as
most applicants are foreign investors.

* Some applicants use the passport to escape legal scrutiny in their
home countries, raising ethical concerns.

* Potential misuse by criminals and money launderers threatens social
stability.



* Economic Aspects (3T qg)

* Golden passports contribute nearly 30% of Vanuatu’s total revenue,
making it a crucial economic policy.

* Tax-free incentives attract foreign investment, boosting offshore
banking and financial services.

* However, over-reliance on citizenship sales poses economic risks if
international regulations change.

* The scheme has led to a rise in real estate and luxury investments in
Vanuatu, impacting local affordability.



* Political Aspects RECIGED qBF[)

* The European Union (EU) suspended Vanuatu's visa-free access due to
concerns about the misuse of its citizenship program.

* Many countries, including India, do not permit dual citizenship,
making passport surrender necessary.

* Vanuatu’s government faces international pressure to regulate its
program and prevent abuse.

* **There are growing global discussions on banning or tightening
regulations on



Pranav Venkatesh, 18-year-old from Chennai,
is crowned World Junior Chess Champion

AMIT KAMATH
MUMBAI, MARCH 7

AFTER D GUKESH, India has an-
other 18-year-old world cham-
pion on the 64 squares.
Grandmaster Pranav Venkatesh
became the World Junior Chess
Champion 2025 in the open sec-
tion in Petrovac, Montenegro, on
Friday. The teenager from
Chennai left behind a field of 157
players — including 12 grandmas-
ters — from 63 countries in the

open section to claim the trophy.

Pranav’s crowning moment
came with a draw against Matic
Lavrencic, which saw him end
the event with a score of 9 out of
a possible 11 points.

Pranav is thus the seventh
world junior champion from
India, if both the open and girls
categories are considered.
Viswanathan Anand was India’s
first world junior chess cham-
pion, winning the crownin 1987.

Between Anand and Pranay,
there were Koneru Humpy

Topped afield that had over
150 players. Lennart Ootes/FIDE

(world junior girls champion in
2001), Pentala Harikrishna

(2004), Abhijeet Gupta (2008),
Harika Dronavalli (world junior
girls champion in 2008) and
Divya Deshmukh (world junior
girls champion in 2024).

Just like illustrious predeces-
sors Gukesh and Praggnanadhaa,
Pranav is a product of the
Vellamal Institute in Chennaiand
is a fellow at the Westbridge
Anand Chess Academy (WACA),
pioneered by Anand, the five-
time world champion.

Since the pandemic, the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2




ADVERTORIAL Aninitiativeby R E D *

1i5 R, ey 3 B B i " e,
- ¥ s R B LI " SR
.‘,‘\, / " 1 A -". | \ ‘_‘ l 1 | .Y’ i .
¥ U N B Y YV N = B =%
1Y N N BRS| | | R o
v il | j’u\ .|; | I8 | { 'y ¥ o - v.’" | - ~’5“ )
15/ AW B A ] l & \ ]
I & Sl l G - | - )
i AL ey 1) = pm— B s e

Accelerating Action:
International Women's Day 2025

IWD 2025 theme, "Accelerate Action,"” reinforces the urgency of moving beyond conversations to take tangible steps for
dismantling systemic barriers and biases that hinder women's progress.



ADVERTORIAL Aninitiativeby R E D *

INTERNATIONAL W

Accelerating Action:
International Women's Day 2025

IWD 2025 theme, "Accelerate Action,” reinforces the urgency of moving beyond conversations to take tangible steps for
dismantling systemic barriers and biases that hinder women's progress.



First Observed

Recognized by UN

Theme for 2025

Purpose

Official Colors

Significance

Type of Observance

Countries with Public Holiday

Common Activities

Hashtags & Campaigns

1909 (United States), 1911 (Europe)

1977

“Accelerate Action”

To celebrate women's achievements and promote gender equality

Purple (justice), Green (hope), White (purity)

Raising awareness of women's rights, gender equality, and empowerment

Global event with rallies, discussions, and celebrations

Russia, China (for women), Armenia, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Cuba, and others

Rallies, conferences, award ceremonies, social media campaigns, corporate initiatives

#IWD2025, #AccelerateAction, #GenderEquality



 Constitutional and Legal Framework

* The Indian Constitution guarantees gender equality through provisions
In iIts Preamble, Fundamental Rights, and Directive Principles of
State Policy. Article 14 ensures equality before the law, while Article
15 prohibits discrimination based on sex. Article 51(a)(e) encourages
citizens to renounce practices derogatory to women’s dignity. The
Directive Principles, particularly Articles 39 and 42, emphasize equal
livelihood opportunities, equal pay, and maternity relief.



* India Is a signatory to international treaties such as:
 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)
* International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR, 1966)

« Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW, 1979)

* Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995)
 United Nations Convention Against Corruption (2003)
* Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development
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* Women Entrepreneurs in Startups

* 10% of funds In the Small Industries Development Bank of India
reserved for women-led startups

 Employment and Leadership

 Women Iin Armed Forces: Entry into NDA, combat roles, and Sainik
Schools.

 Civil Aviation: India has over 15% women pilots, higher than the global
average of 5%.

* Working Women’s Hostels (Sakhi Niwas): 523 hostels benefiting
26,306 women.



» Key Legal Frameworks

« Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018: Enhanced penalties for crimes
against women.

* Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005.

» Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act, 2013.

« POCSO Act, 2012: Strengthened laws against child abuse.

« Ban on Triple Talaqg (2019): Criminalizing instant divorce practices.
« Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961: Penalizes dowry-related offenses.

 Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006: Protects minors from forced
marriages.



* Nirbhaya Fund Projects (11,298 crore allocated)

* One Stop Centres (OSCs): 802 centers functional, assisting over 1
million women.

* Emergency Response Support System (ERSS - 112): 38.34 crore calls
handled.

« Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs). 750 operational courts, 408
exclusively for POCSO cases.

* Cyber Crime Helpline (1930) and cyber forensic labs for digital safety.
 Safe City Projects: Implemented in 8 cities to enhance women’s safety.

* 14,658 Women Help Desks In Police Stations, 13,743 headed by
women.



USAID Funding Cuts and Their Impact on India



USAID INDIA PROJECTS UNDER THREAT

HEALTH

Momentum 3B for Overcoming
Entrenched Obstacles in Routine

Immunization
GOAL Strengthen immunisation
rograms, remove bottlenecksin
lannmg. dellvery. demand, uptake of
immunisation services.
FUNDING: $20,596,671
SCHEDULED END: June 2026

Reaching Impact, Saturation and
Epidemic Control (RISE)

GOAL: Five-year PEPFAR-USAID-
funded project to reduce new HIV
infections, HIV-related morbidity &

mortality.
FUNDING: §7,163,483
SCHEDULED END: December 2025

Suwasi: Support ToWater and
Sanitation in India

GOAL: Support sustainable
sanitation and safe drinking water in
pursuit of sustainable development

goals.
FUNDING: $4,050,001
SCHEDULED END: March 2026

ENVIRONMENT

Strengthening Landscape
Management and Conservation

GOAL: Five-year program that supports
Government of India, other

stakeholders in protecting landscapes,
improving biodiversity

conservation.

FUNDING: $2,695,142

SCHEDULED END: April 2028
CleanerAir and Better Health

GOAL: Improve air quality and reduce
air pollution exposure in selected
Indian locations.

FUNDING: $1,500,000

SCHEDULED END: October 2026

BASIC EDUCATION

Scaling up Early Learning -
GOAL: Facilitate creation of reading
rooms to improve basic education.
FUNDING: $2,115,879

SCHEDULED END: September 2025

Udyami: Building Resilience of
Women Micro-entrepreneurs
FUNDING: $3,000,000
SCHEDULED END: November 2027

ENERGY

South Asia Regional Energy
Partership (SAREP)

GOAL: Improve access to affordable,
secure, reliable and sustainable energy
in South Asia.

FUNDING: $5,196,278

SCHEDULED END: September 2028

BUSINESS

O-RAN Research Labs

GOAL:To explore creation of a tech
platform for secure and trustworthy
alternate 5G O-RAN; part of US efforts
to facilitate “free and open Indo-
Pacific”.

FUNDING: $3,300,000

SCHEDULED END: September 2025

Govr & CiviL SoCIETY

Central Tibetan Administration
Capacity Building & Sustainability
Initiative

GOAL: Strengthen Central Tibetan
Administration for delivering services
to Tibetans and achieving community
self-reliance.

FUNDING: $2,898,081

SCHEDULED END: August 2026

OTHER SOCIAL STRUCTURE

Development Partnership Activity for
Indo Pacific Region

GOAL: USAID-Indian development
agencies’ partnership to provide
technical assistance to Indo-Pacific
countries in energy, natural resource
management, digital tech, connectivity,
trade and competitiveness.

FUNDING: §1,676,960 (2024), 962,488
(2023),$881,455(2022)

SCHEDULED END: August 2025




e What is it About?

1.USAID’s Financial Contribution — India received $228 million in 2022,
ranking USAID fourth among global donors.

2.Health & Population Programs — Funding focused on TB, HIV/AIDS,
maternal health, and Covid-19, with $180 million allocated in 2022.

3.Environmental & Technological Aid — USAID invested $17.12 million in
2024 for clean air, water, and sustainable development projects.




1.Executive Order on Aid Reduction — The U.S. government reassessed
5,800 foreign aid projects, retaining only 500 to cut spending.

2.Legal Battles Over Funding Cuts — A U.S. Federal Court stay on
February 13, 2025, was overturned by the Supreme Court on March 5,

2025.

3.Impact on NGOs & Public Health — Programs like Breaking the Barriers
(TB awareness in India) and HIV/AIDS prevention under PEPFAR face

discontinuation.




SC on Misuse of CAMPA Funds



* Recently, the Supreme Court of India sought a response from the
Uttarakhand Chief Secretary regarding allegations of misuse
of Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning
Authority (CAMPA) funds.



* CAMPA

* The Compensatory Afforestation Fund (CAF) Act, 2016, and its
accompanying rules, notified in 2018.

* [t aims to compensate for the loss of forest ecosystems due to forest
land diversion for non-forest use.

* The Act establishes two special interest-bearing funds:

* the National Compensatory Afforestation Fund (National Fund) managed by the
Central Government through the National CAMPA, and

» the State Compensatory Afforestation Fund (State Fund) managed by the
respective State Governments/UT Administrations through State CAMPA.



* Purpose

* The funds are used for compensatory afforestation, restoring degraded
forests, improving wildlife habitats, and enriching biodiversity.

* The funds are non-lapsable and earn interest at a rate declared by the
Central Government annually.



Golden Dome



* The “Golden Dome” is an advanced missile defense system announced
by U.S. President Donald Trump during his recent address to Congress.

e About

* Inspired by: Israel’s Iron Dome, which is effective against short-range
rocket threats.

* Objective: To provide nationwide missile defense against:
* Ballistic Missiles
* Hypersonic Missiles
* Cruise Missiles



Bangu Valley



e J&K govt. to promote Bangus Valley near LoC as an ecotourism
destination.

 About
e Situated in Kupwara district, Jammu and Kashmir, India.
* Lies in the Pir Panjal Range of the Himalayas.

* Encompasses Lashadthura and Boud-Bangus meadows, forming a twin
valley system.

* Holds cultural importance for Gujjar and Bakarwal nomadic tribes.



India Emerges as world’s 3rd Largest Biofuel
Producer



* According to the Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas, India has
emerged as the world’s third-largest biofuel producer.

* India has achieved 19.6% ethanol blending in petrol as of January and is on
track to reach 20%, five years ahead of its original 2030 target.



e What are Biofuels?

* Biofuels are alternative fuels made from plant and plant-derived
resources.

 Example: Bioethanol, Biodiesel, Green diesel, Biogas etc.

* Generations of Biofuels: Biofuels can be categorized into different
generations based on the feedstocks used and the processes involved in
their production.



* First Generation: They are made from food crops like corn, sugarcane,
wheat, and vegetable oils.

* Second Generation: They are made from biomass extracted
from agricultural waste or waste plant material like non-food
feedstocks corn stover.

* Third Generation: These are often derived from algae and other
microorganisms.

* Fourth Generation: They are made from genetically modified
species crops. These include synthetic biology and microorganisms
engineered to produce specific biofuels



Key Facts
— India has also become the fourth-largest in the

world in LNG terminal capacity, ensuring stable
energy supplies.

— The country holds the fourth-largest global
refining capacity and ranks as the seventh-

largest exporter of refined petroleum products.

— The United States is the leading biofuel producer
in the world
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 Which region is emerging as a new spice-producing hub in India?

+ R # &l AT 81 TF 79T AATAT 3cAGH $g & T # 3
TET 87

e A. Western Ghats / 9IT#T €Te
B. Northeast India (Odisha, Jharkhand)/tlﬁ’f?ﬂ R (3Nfsem,
SHREs)

C. Rajasthan and Gujarat / ITSTEYTeT IR dloNch'
D. Andaman and Nicobar Islands/3-l's'ﬂ=l17-l' 3ﬁT ICEACICS aa"ltr




 What is the target set by the Spices Board of India for spice exports by
2030?

« ARG AAGTST 15 & 2030 d HGTT @ATT & QT Fa71 o8
freaRa frar &2

* A. S5 billion / S5 3IRd
B. $7.5 billion / $7.5 31X«
C. $10 billion / $10 31X«
D. $15 billion / $15 3R«



* Which international treaty focuses on eliminating all forms of
discrimination against women?

- BT " FAWRSHT T ARt & @aw gft ydvR & AgHT
F TATCT F U Higd 872

* A. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR, 1948)
B. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW, 1979)
C. Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995)
D. United Nations Convention Against Corruption (2003)



 What is the rank of India in the world's biofuel production?
ST U 3cUeT H ARG &1 dfRgs & Far 82
o A. 1st / 9Y9H

B. an/a'ﬁ?ﬁ'ﬂ'
C.3rd / et
D. 4th/?l?l'2j'



 What is the significance of the "Golden Dome" project announced by
the U.S.?

- AN garT GAIRT "oz A" IRISAT FT FAT Aged &7
* A. A new trade agreement between the U.S. and Middle Eastern

countries

B. An advanced missile defense system inspired by Israel’s Iron Dome
C. A satellite surveillance system for space exploration
D. A global initiative for cyber security protection



 Why has Vanuatu’s "Golden Passport"” program attracted global
attention?

- AT & "Mesd A" FRFA A IRaF e w4t 3rwfda
fRar &2
* A. It provides citizenship without residency requirements / dg foer

frare Y MTAFAT F ARRGAT Gl HIAT ¢ .
B. It grants visa-free travel to 200+ countries / I§ 200+ 2T H
diSTT-Ad AT Y AT T &

C. It offers dual citizensﬁip with India / Jg§ ART & HIT Cgd

ARTREAT YTl HidT &
D. It allows tax-free investments worldwide / g dfRgF TR W -

Aad 3w A IegAfT & §



 What is the primary use of CAMPA funds in India?
- IR A CAMPA faferat &1 H&T 39Aler F41 872

* A. Compensating farmers for crop damage / b8l aifa & QT
foramel A AT ST
B. Forest conservatlon and afforestation / dol HIETOT 3T qefiehvor

C. Disaster relief and rehabilitation / IT9GT {gd 3T tIT-H‘IH'
D. Promoting tourism in protected forest areas / H?ﬁ"l?l' geT & A

i S daaT ST



 What percentage of India's spice exports currently consists of value-
added products?

« IR & AGTen AT A IdA F Aeg gaftia 3cqmar 1
forde wfaerd anfAe &2

* A.30%
B. 48%
C. 60%
D. 72%



 Which country has one of the fastest police forces, featuring supercars
like Lamborghinis, Ferraris, and Bugattis?

- fFE 3 & U W9d a1 qfey d@l A @ v 8, owA
e LG msﬁtmﬁmmﬁam%?

e A. United States/a'zl?cr yrer) ) m

B. Germany / STHAT
C. United Arab Emirates (UAE) /HT-HT-I' I AR (UAE)

D. Japan / SIT9Te
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guys.
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