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* Why did the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change
(MOEFCC) extend the SO, emission compliance deadline for thermal
power plants?

+ GV, F7 3R STy IREcde AT (MoEFCC) &t dTdiT FaT
m#msozmmﬁmmwm?

* A. Lack of proper technology in India / AIXd H 3fd deeie i

B. Financial constraints of power companies / 9TdY Hufaal 1 AT

Or;ﬁq_m discussions on Flue Gas Desulfurization (FGD) feasibility /
éﬂ_ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁr (FGD) #I SITEAT WX Il I§ IdIT
D. Low demand for electricity / fasTell &Y &H AT



 What was the key finding of IIT Delhi’s 2022 study on Flue Gas
Desulfurization (FGD)?

+ TSIMSET feell & 2022 & IEAIT A Fef I SHEHUZALAT
(FGD)?W#WWWW”

* A. FGD improves air quality but has high operational costs / FGD CIE|
aoTadT H FUR FIAT § Afehet TRET dErT Jf0F &

B, FGD is ineffective in reducing emissions / FGD Scholed P HH Hla
H I9ATEr &

C. FGD technolog%_ls still under development / FGD daeiler 37 st
A & 9T

D. FGD increases power production efficiency / FGD fasrell 3caresT &I
gaTdT JordT ¢



* What change did the Supreme Court of India make regarding ad-hoc
judge appointments in 2025?

¢ 2025 H AR & Haled ~ARTT o JEIRN =ararefien
s N U I SR LY Sl

* A. Allowed retired judges to be appointed on an ad-hoc basis for

criminal appeal cases / GdTfagd ~ATATETAT I H?ﬂ'liﬁ K

¥ fov fgea EFGT reTAfa &
B. Banned ad-hoc appomtments completely / 3r€Ar=AY ﬁgﬁ-‘d‘q’f Ly
tlfr avg O yfa«aer o@m fear -
C. Allowed ad-hoc judges to be appointed in all types of cases / H
A PR Y HeHnY &

YhR & ATHAT A FEATAT Fqrgrefian T 7
D. Restricted ad-hoc =?;gpointments only to Supréme Court cases /

regrdt = ~ARTAT & ATHAT d&
fRaT



* Which Article of the Indian Constitution allows ad-hoc appointment of
retired High Court judges?

Waﬁmmmmm@aﬁaﬂﬁw
=arametelt Y Ireurh PAgfEa A sewfa Sar ¥

e A. Article 124 / m—e}z 124

B. Article 214 / m—e}z 214
C. Article 224-A / Ieede 224-A

D. Article 312 / 315T<8& 312



e What was the reason behind the RBI’s recent interest rate cut?

* RBI &Y BITAT SATST T Feldl & 9IS AT FROT 41?7
e A. Easm inflation and boosting economic growth / W@ﬁ' H HHT
R 1 TeEr
B

Pressure from international financial institutions / W
Rt vyt &1 g9
C. Reducing real estate prices / 3dol 9 T FHAT BT FH FIAT

D. Strengthening the Indian rupee against the dollar [ ARAT 39T A
STl & AP HAGA HTaAT



 What sanction did U.S. President Donald Trump impose on the
International Criminal Court (ICC)?

» AN el SleiTes TT A ARSI IR =TT (1CC)
X Sl AT YT FA=MAT?

» A. Freezing assets and travel bans on ICC officials / 3TSHTHY

W iy i ITSHET A

B. Completely banning ICC from operating in the U.S. /
AR A FH A § T @ AT HIEAT .
C. Imposing financial penalties on ICC members / Hﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ HEEAT X
fadir g3 T
D. Declaring ICC as a foreign terrorist organization / aﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ Y

et smrdsardl "ered MINd FHIAT



 What was the book "Voyages Retraced: India’s Influence in East Asia"
about?

;i\Tloyages Retraced: India’s Influence in East Asia" J&d fFg IR A
?

* A. India’s maritime trade history with Europe / #IXd T ZR’I'CI' & HIY

A AR FT 3iag™

B. India’s cultural and historical impact on Southeast Asia / HINd T

gfaror qd v W aRgfas 30 Aaefe gama
C. India’s struggle for mdependence | ART & FadIdl GATH HI

sfasrd

D. Economic relations between India and the U.S. / IR IR AR
& dig JTdw gay



 What is Jevons Paradox?
¢ ATeH WISTFH FIT g7
* A. Increased efficiency leads to higher overall resource consumption /

941 g5 AT A WHTUS @I HI 9Tl ¢

B. Décreased efficiency leads to conservation of resources / udl &5

G&TdT JHTHAT & HIETOT Fr T o JTr § N

C Renewable energy sources reduce overall energy demand /
é?r Fel Fol AT H FH FA o

D Economic growth leads to technological stagnation / s Hﬂ'fa'
dehailehl SgUd &1 3T o AT &



* What is the primary objective of the GREAT scheme under the National
Technical Textiles Mission?

°®§WW%&H$WGREMWW§W3@QH

* A. Funding startups in technical textiles / daalhl gET H Ty
I fATANYOT YT HIAT
B. Promoting traditional textile mdustrles/m d& m Y
gerar &elT
C. Reducing imports of synthetic fabrics / rafes $CI'5'T & AT Y
hH Il
D. Increasing India’s textile exports to Europe / zRTCI' P HRT & I

fAaTa &1 e



 Why did the U.S. withdraw from WHO and UNHRC?
« TARST 7 WHO 31X UNHRC & FaT geat T thaar fham?

* A. Alleged bias against Israel and poor handling of COVID-19 / $olRIgcel
¥ @em® qaag AR covID-19 F @I YaHsT &1 AR

B. Financial mlsmanagement by these organizations / Sel HITSAT
garT fadir FyaesT

C. U.S. policy shift towards isolationism / ARFT Y AFeemaare Aifa
D. Pressure from European allies / ZR’I'CﬁTI' ?I%'il’l'ﬁ'iﬁ &l qdld
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"NOBODY IS
SUPERIOR, NOBODY
IS INFERIOR,
BUT NOBODY IS
EQUAL EITHER.

PEOPLE ARE SIMPLY
I\ [010]
INCOMPARABLE.
YOU ARE YOU,
| AM I.”

- osho -
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Growing
appetite
for
proteim

Demand for edible bugs is expected to
explode by the end of the decade. Is
India ready to capitalise on it?

-

What will be the
impact of Trump's
trade war?

Kohli returns as India
eyes series win
against England
sPoRT » PAGE 13

nts

Heart failure pati
in India die 10 years
earlier: study

MAGAZINE » PAGE 1 SCIEMCE » PAGE 10

BJP sweeps capital

FAQ » PAGE 8

BJP scores big win in
U.P’s Milkipur bypoll

BJP bags 48 seats, set to return to AAP wins only 22 seats; Arvind Congress fails to win any seat Mavank Kumar
power in Delhi after two decades Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia lose for the third consecutive time LUCKNOW
The Bhar:

atiya Janata Party
stakes

.‘ = (BIP) won the high-
for Manuscripts - ( Milkipur Assembly byelec-
o i NEw DELH Return after 1 | tonin Urtar Pradesh on Sa-

get nomy a lOng gap turday, with chanduhha-

he Bharariya Janata nu l’as\lan defeating the

NEW DEL Party. winning 48 The Bharatiya Janata Party (B1F) Samajwadi Party (SP> can-
Steps have been initiated to ats in the secured a majority In the 2025 dlicloce A Prasacl by am fm
make the National Misson for sembly election, has re- Deini Asaembiy eleciion, bagging margin of 61710
Manuscripts sutonomous, with | turned to power In the na- AR aATS mtes Chandrabhanu Paswan

the
2 Spedial
Finance Committee. » PAGE 3

tonal capital after a gap of
over 26 years, SCAlng the
Aam Aadmi Party’s bid for
a fourth straight term. The
AAP won 22 seats. The Del-
hi Assembly election was
held on February 5.
The resulis nf the elec-

S
call for ceasefire
in eastern DRC

mUKAVU
Rwandan President Paul
Kagame and jcined his
Congolese counterpart Felix

turcay where

Hamas frees 3

more
under Gaza truce

DEm AL
Hamas-ted militants reteased
three Israeli nos

cutrage in Ismel. » PAGE 12

Gelivered & jolt o the Aap

= The incumbent Aam Asdmi

ress once again ¢
to win .w, Seats despite 3 =

with party
vind Kopriwal and former
Deputy Chief Minister
Atani: lasing their

Kejriwal,
o= snrermin her Kalkal

“I'he Congress fafled to
win a single seat for the
third time in a row, with a
majority of its candidates
losing their deposit. While
the BIP increased its tally
from eight to 48, there was

only a ferénce in the
vote share of the AAP and
the BIP.
Celebrations erupted in
BIP trends
3 the party
would sail past the majori-

Mr. Kejriwal was defeat-
Parvesh Verma (New

Delhi Assembly consth
tuency) and Mr. S by
Tarvinder Singh Marwah
Uangpura).

Atishi emer victo-

rlous over her BJP rival, Ra-
mesh Bidhuri, in Kalkaji.
tr. Kejriwal, who
resigned as Chief Minister

on bail, had said that he

=1

Decine in AAP's vote %
Compared with 2020, in
Sa3ts with over 25%
ey support
base in previous pots.

points

Mssten

Crtndi ol Lok Sorah skl Pavey §
was seeki a “certific; mised to continue all wel-
of honesty From the Delhi  fare schemes in the capital
voters”. He had an- suchas ele ity and
nounc T he w not  water, even promising to
sit on the Chief Minister’s  make them better.

e
chair until the public deli-
vered an electoral verdict.

*Constructive Oppn.*

Mr. Kejriwal said the AAP's
political journey had never
been about power but
about public service. “Now

so  continue  serving
ey
Training its eyes on a
“doubl

le engine” govern.
ment for the benefit of !he
capital, the BIP had ap-

pealed to voters thro
ro: . rallies and jan
sabhas, in’ which it pro-

had hit out at
the AAP for not delivering
on its promises. corrup-
tion investigation agaimst
its top leaders and the al-
leged spend-

F13%] 01 rok e ey s

PM promises to make
Delhi a ‘modern city’

ing on the renovation of
the house allotted to Mr.
he was

an-

now have to pick a Chief
Minister to deliver on s
promi

FULL COVERAGE
»PAGES 4 &S

c
Janata Party's
victory in

thumping
Delhi As-

mise to usher in politics of
ghange but twmed ot ©
most  dishonest

pare
The Prime Ministersaid,
“For the first time since In-

party’s senior leader-
ship and workers at
the BJP's national _

ave gove:
et an Al Sdjotning

States”
He said thar with
the BiP in power,
Ihi will be trans”
B sornet o s modecs:
city”.

‘While the BJP celebra-
ed the win as a victory for
iss “double-engine’ govern
ment, the SP called it a
“false victory”. repeating
the allegations L
scale electoral fraud that it

SC) candidates and lies in
the Ayodhya district. It wit-
nessed a no-holds barred

campaign, with the BIP ag-
gressively pushing its Hin-
dutva whil

e the SP
countered It with ks PDA
narrative, stands for
Pichda. Dalit, and Alpa-
sankhyak or the backward
Class,” and . mimority
communitses.

ELECTORAL FRAUD, SAYS 5P
»PAGES

ruling DAMK won the
byelealon in the Erod
Assembly  consti-
ncy in Tamil Nadu with
a massive lead on Sat -

its  candidate, V.C.
Chandhirakumar, won by a
margin of over 90,000
votes. In the constituency

His closest rival was the
Naam Tamilar Katchi's
ALIC: Secitialakehmt

592 of
votes. A total 10f6.109 votes
went to

The coun dng went off
without any major inci-
dent

bypoll, which was
held on February 5, was
necessitated  after  the

DMK romps home in
Erode (East) bypoll

\.C. Chandhirakumar

death of Congress MLA

EV.K.S. Elangovan in De-

0 himself
byelec-

held in February
Chief me.mz MK su

lin said the vic

ople's recognicion for ihe

DMK government.

Reserve Bank in sync with
govt. on growth focus: FM

NEW DELSI
Reserve Bank of

following
nomy with a long awatked
Finance

interest rate cut,
Minister Nirmala Sithara-

sasd on Saturday that
fiscal and monetary policy
worldng St nciny 6
pulses,

howla yield ‘= bigger boos:
%o the economy.

The Minister was speak-
ing to the media after ad-
dressing the RBI's Central
Board in the capital.

The government expect-
ed India’s tepid private in-
Scuemy (rends to re-
verse, sitharaman
Indicited, citing anecdoeal
inputs from industry lead-

“

Finance Minister Niwmata Sitharaman and RBI Govemnor Sanjay
Malhotra and Directors 3t a meeting in New Delhi on Saturdsy. P11

ers after the Budget that
unveiled  income  tax
breaks worth 21 lakh crore

sumpnon recovery, she
w'mmer it is infla-
monetary

Polk)'

polh:v Gna ﬁscal
moving in tan.

two wheels of a car, will de-
finitely provide more bene-
it to aur economy and pe-
gple. With = the

S, T amn mire thar w
gether, things can move in
the required direction that
we need,” she said.

TO REVIVE DEMAND
» PAGE 11

A Us.

Judge

e Treasury
res-

Systems and other data to
“all political appointees,
special government em-
ployees, and government
employees detailed from

outside the

X,
leading 15 President Do.

Pecple protes: againet U.S. Prasident Donsid Trup snd slty Elon
Musi outside the Department of Labor near the Capitol.

nald Trump's federal cost-
cutting efforts und

ported that Mr. Musk

been registered as a
cial  government

ployee’

The judge’s temporary
restrictive order will be in
effect until a February 14
hearing.

The ‘case was brought
against Mr. Trump, the

Judge orders
temporary halt to
USAID shutdown
waAsHINGTON

A feceral padge on Friday dealt

put thousands of agency
staffers off the job. » PAGE 12

parcment of the Treasury

the administration violated
the law by expanding ac-
cess to sensitive Treasury
Dey it data to staff

U.S. judge blocks Elon Musk’s government reform
team from accessing Treasury Department data

from Mr. Musk's DOGE.

2 cces ot enjoy
full status as a gove:
Scpartment, witch would
require approval by the
Congress.

were acce:
Giara stored at the Treasury
Department_
An internal assessment
ﬁam the Tre: called
the DOGE team’s access to
federal payment ems
“the single biggest insider
threac the Bureau of the
Fiscal Service has ever
faced™, U.S. media report-




BJP sweeps capital

BJP bags 48 seats, set to return to
power in Delhi after two decades

Jaideep Deo Bhanj
Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

he Bharatiya Janata
T Party, winning 48

seats in the As-
sembly election, has re-
turned to power in the na-
tional capital after a gap of
over 26 years, scuttling the
Aam Aadmi Party’s bid for
a fourth straight term. The
AAP won 22 seats. The Del-
hi Assembly election was
held on February 5.

The results of the elec-
tion declared on Saturday
delivered a jolt to the AAP
with party supremo Ar-
vind Kejriwal and former
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia losing their
seats. Atishi, who had ta-
ken over as Chief Minister
from Mr. Kejriwal, man-
aged to retain her Kalkaji
seat.

The Congress failed to
win a single seat for the
third time in a row, with a
majority of its candidates
losing their deposit. While
the BJP increased its tally
from eight to 48, there was
only a 2% difference in the
vote share of the AAP and

the BJP.
Celebrations erupted in
BJP offices as trends

showed that the party
would sail past the majori-
ty mark of 36.

Mr. Kejriwal was defeat-
ed by Parvesh Verma (New
Delhi Assembly consti-
tuency) and Mr. Sisodia by
Tarvinder Singh Marwah
(Jangpura).

Atishi emerged victo-
rious over her BJP rival, Ra-
mesh Bidhuri, in Kalkaji.

Mr. Kejriwal, who had
resigned as Chief Minister
in September last year af-
ter he walked out of prison
on bail, had said that he

AAP wins only 22 seats; Arvind
Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia lose

Congress fails to win any seat
for the third consecutive time

Return after |
alonggap S

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
secured a majority in the 2025
Delhi Assembly election, bagging
48 out of 70 seats

= The incumbent Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) lost vote shares across
all regions, winning only 22 seats

= The Congress once again failed
to win any seats despite a slight

increase in vote share (+2%)

Vote share
(%)

26 years

The BJP broke its
26-year jinx by

BJP* 48 47.2

AAP 22 43.6 h o

Cong. 0 6.3 Victory lap: BJP workers celebrate the party’s victory in Delhi on
Others 0 29 Saturday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR
52.6% 45.6% -12.3% points | -8.2% points

Vote share secured by
the BJP in the “richest”
constituencies in 2025,
its strongest performance
among all classes

The BJP’s vote share in
2025, its highest since
1993, the year when
Delhi’s Legislative
Assembly was revived

Decline in AAP’s vote %
compared with 2020, in
seats with over 25% Muslim
voters — a key support
base in previous polls

Decline in AAP’s vote %
compared with 2020, in
seats with a relatively
higher concentration of the
city’s ‘poorest’ residents

returning to power
in Delhi. Back in
1993, when they

secured majority,
they won 49 seats
— one more than

in 2025

* BJP’s allies Janata Dal (United) and Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) did not win any seats

PM promises to make
Delhi a ‘modern city’

was seeking a “certificate
of honesty from the Delhi
voters”. He had an-
nounced that he would not
sit on the Chief Minister’s
chair until the public deli-
vered an electoral verdict.

‘Constructive Oppn.’

Mr. Kejriwal said the AAP’s
political journey had never
been about power but
about public service. “Now
that the people have given
their verdict, we will not
only play the role of a con-
structive Opposition but al-
so continue serving
society.”

Training its eyes on a
“double engine” govern-
ment for the benefit of the
capital, the BJP had ap-
pealed to voters through
roadshows, rallies and jan
sabhas, in which it pro-

mised to continue all wel-
fare schemes in the capital
such as free electricity and
water, even promising to
make them better.

The party had hit out at
the AAP for not delivering
on its promises, corrup-
tion investigation against
its top leaders and the al-
leged extravagant spend-
ing on the renovation of
the house allotted to Mr.
Kejriwal when he was
Chief Minister.

The BJP did not an-
nounce a Chief Minister
face during its campaign
and asked for votes in the
name of Mr. Modi. It will
now have to pick a Chief
Minister to deliver on its
promises.

FULL COVERAGE
» PAGES 4 &5

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

Celebrating the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s thumping
victory in the Delhi As-
sembly elections, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday addressed the
party’s senior leader-

ship and workers at =

the BJP’s national .

headquarters here. =
Taking a jibe at the Ve

Aam Aadmi f

Party (AAP),
he said,
“AAP came
with pro-

mise to usher in politics of
change but turned out to
be the most dishonest
party”

The Prime Ministersaid,
“For the first time since In-
dependence, the BJP will
now have governments in
Delhi and all adjoining

States.”

He said that with

- the BJP in power,
“Delhi will be trans-

- formed into a modern

city”.

e

FULL
REPORT

» PAGE 4




SEATS WON AND VOTES SECURED

Table 1 shows
seats won and
the change from
2020. Table 2
shows the vote
share secured (%)
and the change
from 2020 in
percentage points

TABLE 1

TABLE 2

SEATS WON VOTE SHARE

Party | 2025 | v
NDA* 48 | +40
AAP 22 | -40
INC 0 0
Others 0 0

Party | 2025 | v
NDA 47.2 | +7.8
AAP 43.6 | -10
INC 6.3 2
Others 2.9 | +0.2

*Apart from BJP, it includes JD(U) and LJP(RV), who did not win any seat
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Is private
investment
expected to rise?

Will the tax incentives and other
measures announced in the et
help spur consumer demand?
Prashanth Perumal

The story so far:
ith the government providing a tax

nearly five years, Fi Nirmala
Sitharaman said she was quite
ic of the tide turning on private

recovery of consumption.™

Why was there a concern?
Private investment in India, which has been on a
downw:

by 11.8% and 34.6%, respectively.
Private investment matters because it helps
build physical, human, and other forms of

capital that
Many analysts point at  ultimately help

a8 dicouraging an economy. It
pﬂ:;:ll:rtslom [ R g I
undertaking that private

cap is

o be more efficient
than public investment, which is undertaken by
the government. This is because

in the mar] ensures
that capital & all ds the urgent
needs of ot

subject to the same degree of market discipline.
But notably. public investment is viewed 2= 3

b Tamtea Do 126 high Grcwwtly D Eters
repormd by India in recent years.

What private
It is generally believed that money deposited as
ordinary

ur private . However,
over the decades, there has been an inverse or
berwee:

Private final consumption expenditure stood
at 3 high of 90% of GDP way back in 1950-51,
from where it dropped gradually oves the
decades to hit a low of 54.7% of GDP in 2010-11.
At the same time, pri nvestment
perce: of GDP rose from around 10% in the
decades and
lberalisation to around 27 In 2007.08.
Interestingly, from around the time when
private investment hit a peak in 2011-12,

Iy risen, not

decade

from ies peak. This suggests that the negative
private an
consumer spending could simply be due to the

vice-versa. Give! uncertainty and
unfriendly t policies are cited as the
major reasons behind the slowdown In private
investment. Many analysts have pointed to the

smrsﬁ»omundgruu

drop in the pace of economic reforms as
discouraging private inve: g
long: pital rojects.

What will be the impact of Trump’s trade war?

e tasadt Eitiae ek THLAtE e Innnw:, slobal
whi
favour creating jobs on U.S. soil. His
S initial action in the space, to pexoth
use to Impose a 25% tariff on prospects

of goods from China; rolled stock markets across
the world, espectally in

What followed the announcement?
As Beijing vowed to file a lawsuit with the World
Trade Organization against the U.S. for

pra

Ty
Trump appeared to back down from
position. Following discussions with Mexican

cl and Canadi:
afficials. Mr. Trump sakd the White House had
agreed to “pause” the tariff action for a month in
the wake of Mexico commisting 10,000 National

order: Workers transport boxes of avocados 3t a packing plant in the
municpatty of Uruapan, Michoscan state, Mexico, on February 5 AFP

Guard troops to man its northern border and a

Canada,” with a recent study recognising
Canada’s of
fentanyl. and its growing footprint within

hese
facts, according to Mr. Trump’s ad‘nlnxs(ranon.
suggest that this is an alliance that e s the
national security of the US.. requiring the

longer-term bilateral deal in the works,

s
Trudear's ment to ~work together™ as.
his government sought to appoint “a.

czar, ican cartels as terrorist groups and

crime, fentanyl and money

.
le the tariffs on Chinese goods are in
force, Mr. Trump temporarily exempted
smallvalse packages imported from there after
the U.S. postal
it struggled to deal with new regulations.

‘What is the broader context for the tariffs?
the

of the

cartels.

Perhaps emboldened by his success In forcing
Colombia to accept deportees from the U.S.
flown to Bogota via military aircraft, Mr. Trump
has used tariffs to bring Mexico and Canada to
the negotiating table, even if his proposal
violates the terms of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada
free rade pact. has now already
deplayed maost, if not all. of the promised troops
to surveil and protect the U.S. border
unauthorised crossings. Re|
that Mexican authorities have seized 20 million
doses of fentanyl since Ms. Sheinbaum’s term

in October.

£, Trudes: knkelaly responded wiih grester

at posed by illegal
aliens and druss, lndudmg deadly fentanyl”
“This ariffs
acrass the board potentially s Towhaek from
ca

iffs on $106
billions” worth of imports fr
Howrever, despite reparcedly be belng totd that
“Canada could avoid tariffs by becoming the Sist
member of the U.S™, he revived a border
security package sald to be worth $900 million,
to appoint a

‘Where does China stand?
M- Tirimeipye JOMC eme MY ey o Chaliaesel prodtiiers
modest

economic growth pros lmn) is that
escalating fit for-tat tarifls will mm)
upward p1 ressum on the prices

ignite a romdar s inflationary trend thruugh
higher input prices across industries
The s

cause for of the Trump
administradon’s tariff plan is that it tackly
endorses the weaponisation of tariffs as

dispuzes — in this case the inflaw of

the 60% tariff
Tate thax s B cariior thremened o hi Befing
with Nevertheless, China was quick
counter-tariff to be levled fipast
.S. coal and liquefied natural

it
cars — that are set to kick in on
February 10.

Ina more
Chi ne an antitrust
probe Google, placed several top U.S.

into
fashion and biotech companies on an
“unreliable entities~ list, and set limits on
exports of critical minerals for high-tech

unsanctioned migration and flegal drugs —
rather than rely on aw
activity to ensure less porous borders.

How have Mexico and Canada responded?

According to the White House., Mexican drug
have an i

alliance with the government of Mexico™, and

that the latter has “afforded safe havens for the

cartels to engage in the manufacturing and

collectively have led to the overdose deaths of
of of victims.~

The Trump administration has also said that
there s a “growing presence of Mexican cartels
fentanyl and labs in

Nevertheless, analysts suggest that both sides
have from K &

imposed by Mr.
le

~ Trump meets
Preslden\ Xi Jinping in dle near future.

. with Mr. Trump promising stringent
cariif aceion agathet dhe EU i other
“reciprocal” tariffs 21 trading partriars of
the US. in the days ahead in his mission to
the playing field. the risk of trade ey

lobal

Erowth prospects remains high.

Are freebies and welfare schemes different?

services be considered as welfare? How do

are the fiscal risks of freebie-driven politics?

Aaracrika Bhasmilk A ing
reliance on

The story so far: freebies will

1l three major political parties in the

electricity” through its solar energy initiative.
The too joined the fray.

Were these electoral sops or welfare politics?
The core challenge in this debate is the absence
constitu

Subsidy poils: 8P workers celebrate with firecrackers after the party’s

victory in the Dehi Asseml

= g =

mibly slection on February 8. SHIY KUMAR PL

often benefit from the availability of cheap
Labour. Affordable transport ensbles people to
travel in search of work, making su
K.K. Kailash, Lris
ent of Political Science, University of

Hydersbad. told The Hindu.

National Food Security Act. enacted by
the congeas.led United Progressive Alliance

in 2

ution System, and
a t services into legal entitlements.
According to data released by the Centre, the

these they do not
displace critical investments.
. Associate Professor at the

National Institute of Public Finance and Policy
(NIPFP), cautioned that the growing reliance on
freebies will inevitably deepen the revenue
deficit for States. ~Delhi reported a reve:
surplus of 214,457 crore in 2022-23. In 202324,

bu, tly lower
flecting a

revenue sccount is likely o sip into deficic
unless States sul up their revenue
Bencration. she told The Hindic. She further
potnted out that the wide ide array of fresbies

for women,
pensions for senior eimane. ana subsidieed
annual revenue

roughly 800 million people in total.
nitre for Financial
Inchiton (CFD found thar caretutly

the risks of intimate partner violence.

Where does one draw the line?
Kailash,

trearment. Inve: in nutrition from an early
age yields slgnlﬂtant long term benefits for both

success in
and Haryana, cementing their ole as 3 staple of
Dr. Kailash ca

ex.pendlzure tyy :m,ooonz 000 crore. In the
long run, this could result in higher taxes and
reduced consumption among the middle class.

Does the judiciary have a role?
In August 2022, the Supreme Court referred a

series of the.c

yalidity of electoral freebies 1o 2 Judge

Bench. The lead petition, filed Iyy s;p Teader

Ashwini Upadhyay, contended that

populist the

guarantee of free and fair elections.

During the proceedings. a Bench led by
former d’lkf)usllce ol‘lndia QD NV R.nmna

even

solicit mn

This marked a significant depaxmxe from the
arlier positior

that while such schemes stimulate
activity by boosting consumer spendmg they
Uiktirately fall short of creating genuine

politics
poses a serious fiscal threat, parti

icularly to
heavlly indebeed Stase governments. The RET's

the chn.llenge smm ‘November 23, 2023.
nior advocate Sanjay Hedge,
thire 12 TEle that courts Can do to dlstngatn
welfare measures from poj
pre-election “it is the s
to rein in

latest report on State
mchmeasureshavekdmnshxrp e o
expenditure. It further urges States to

. The j not
the choices made between voters and their
lected representatives,” he said_

Amex

—+




Political Freebies in Elections

Delhi Assembly Elections:
e AAP: X2,100/month allowance for women, 21,000 for pregnant women, subsidized LPG cylinders.
e BJP: X2,500/month for low-income women, free electricity under solar energy scheme.

e Congress also joined the trend.

Raises questions on whether these are welfare measures or electoral politics.




* Freebies vs. Welfare Politics
* Core challenge: No clear definition of what constitutes a freebie.

* Some argue that freebies amount to bribery and discourage voters
from making informed decisions.

e Others argue that freebies can empower voters and act as targeted
social welfare.



Where Does One Draw the Line?

Dr. K.K. Kailash’s Perspective (Political Science,
University of Hyderabad):

e \Welfare provisions enhance rights and freedoms, such as mid-day
meals and public transport.

* Freebies do not improve human capabilities but create dependency.



e Cash Transfer Schemes:
* Have increased electoral success in Maharashtra, Jharkhand, and Haryana.

* However, they fail to stimulate market activity and may create economic
distortions.



Economic Impact of Freebies

Fiscal Deficit Concerns:

e Delhi’s revenue surplus: 14,457 crore (2022-23) but revised
estimates for 2024-25 predict a sharp drop to 3,331 crore.

e Rising freebies = declining revenue account = higher taxes or
reduced public spending.




Study by Centre for Financial Inclusion (CFl):

e Cash transfers empower women but also mitigate risks of domestic
violence.

Judiciary's Role in Freebie Culture

2022 Supreme Court Proceedings:

e Considered a PIL seeking guidelines to regulate freebies.
e BJP leader Ashwini Upadhyay argued freebies distort free elections.




ClJl’s View:

e Suggested forming an expert panel to collect stakeholder
recommendations.

Legal Complexity:

e |.T. Subramaniam Balaji v. Govt. of Tamil Nadu (2013): SC
ruled that courts cannot define what constitutes a freebie.




 Conclusion

* Distinguishing Welfare from Freebies: Welfare schemes aim for long-
term economic stability, while freebies often lead to revenue
deficits.

* Judiciary’s Challenge: Courts struggle to intervene without affecting
competitive politics.

* Possible Solution: Expert panel recommendations to differentiate
between social welfare and electoral populism.
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“Israel willing to
execute Trump’s
Gaza proposal’

WASHINGTON
Israck Prime Minister Benjamin
Netaryaho has hailed U.S.
President Donald Trump's plan,
which has

2nd condemnation across the
world, to move Patestinians.
out of the war-battered Gaza
Strip, saying Isael = willing to
“do the job™ » PAGE 14

Biren quits as Manipur CM after meeting Shah

Governor accepts resi

NEW DELHI

anipur:Chief- Mi-
B4

ister N. Biren
Si pped

down from the post follow-
a meeting nion

Home Minister Amit Shah
in New Delhi on Sunday.
Mr. Singh, who was
summoned to the national
capital by Mr. Shah, ten-
dered his ns‘gnanon m
overnor  Asay
Ehalla soon Aher reaching
tmphal.
The Governor acce;
the resignation and asked
Bt ¢o continsia I affica
all

that it woukd

. wha:
projects have been deadlocked
Sue to legal concerns. » PAGE 4

BENGALURU
The U.S. will showcase the
fiftn-generation F-35 ﬁmer Iet.
the aerial

tanker KC-135 sumnk«s
the B-1 supersoric h

Domber, nd F 16 fighees jets
at Aero india 2025 in

Bengaturu. This ks the 15
time that the US. &5
participating in ain biggest
air show, which will
heid from February 10 to
14. 5 PAGE &

mencs are made~, the Raj
Bhavan sald in a statement.

A senior government of-
ficial sald that President’s
Rule Is a likely option in the
State only if no other party
or BJP member stakes

claim to form the govern-
ment. The BJP State leader-

onve:

Monday was declared

and void by the Governor
n Sunday evening.

Internal security
A top government source
told The Hlndu that around
. ahead of

ition. asks him to continue till ‘alternative arran
at short notice: Rahul reacts to resignation. says for nearly two years, CM Biren Singh i

Secretary Go-
vind Mohzn chaired a vir-
tual meeting to review the
internal security situation

forces were
asked to maintain al-
rt amid likelihood of vio-

lence by vested interests

M. Biren Singh h.

and were asked to be ready
for deployment at “short
notice™.

The Army and police
were instructed to deploy
<hi nu on arterial
roads to prevent the infil-
tration of l\lel!ﬁ insurgent
groups.

Govemor Ajay promietler iy Imphat on Sunday. A

protests by women groups
L as Melra Paibis, and
were asked to keep a check
on the activities of the Ku-
ki-Zo insurgent groups in
the hills.
The source said that the
meeting was convened ow-

ents made’: L‘ruon Hcrne Secretary reviews security situation in State, forces asked to be available

in i PM Modi allowed him to continue despite the violence
A nfidence motion  More than 60,000
CMsppeas (0 was cxperie 6o be maved  have betn dlepiaced T

GUWANATE
Out of 46 MLAS of Manipur's
ruling National Democratic
Alliance, whose constituents
include the Naga Peaple’s

bility of a large
looted | police weapens
with civilians other

Styanmar, watch out for

ing to the politi-
cal developments in the

Kakching, Imphal, Moi-
rang bal were

as “likely hot-
spots” for violence.

against Mr. Singh by Con-
gress legislators in the As-
sembly session which w:
set to begin on I\!onday
Late on Saturday,
Singh, along with fve oth:
had landed in New
hi on a chartered flight.
On Sunday afternoon. Mr.
Singh met Mr. Shah for 15-
20 minutes at the latter’s

residence and upon his re-
turn to Imphal, he submit-
ted the resignation to the
overnoe. He was accom:
Bharativa Ja-
Fata Party’s Manipur in-
charge Sambit Patra and
Scate ¥ party president A.
Sharda De:

More than 250 people
have been killed in the eth-

nic viclence between the
tribal Kuki-Zo and the Mel-
tei people in the State that
erupted on May 3, 2023.

resignation _ also

€ ot Mr. Singh. where
the speaker is hear
ing credit for on:he-su’aﬂng
violence against the Kuki-
Zo community.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Rabul Gandhi, Con

BIP and Leader of tt mz

nearly two years, BJP's CM
Biren Singh instigated divi-
ston in Man
He said that Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi al-
lowed him to continue des-
pite the violence, loss of
life, and of
idea of India in
Manipur.

Come hell or high water

Sumbo crossing: Tuskers cross the Ashtamud: Lake b 2t
by sed in festivals In the State, often In AIMICUIE enviroRents. <. SURESHIUNAR

Elephants are w

Kollam, Kerala on Sunday.

Beatles moment in Bengaluru for Ed Sheeran,
as police break up his impromptu concert

BENGALURU

British policemen object-
ing w the Beatles's im-
promptu concert on the
rooftop of their Abbey
Road scudios in London is

part of the leges
fc band's lore. Eighteen
years later, U2's rooftop

fon here The

Streets Have No Name got
similar treatment in 1987.
iconic events and Incidents
that marked the Fab Four's
Sacata loay iosbeal Jovur:
ney have sees allels
B hes o clahie e
Beatles mantle.

©On Sunda

The pelice stop an impromptu
Church Street in Bengaluru on Sunday. k!

his Mathematics concert,
was s his pop hit
number Shape of You on
Church Street when a poll-

y
another impromptu per-
formance on a city street,
this dme by British pop sin-

police. The global music
scon, who is in the city for

cm
w

ceman
microphone. i1 2 ideo,
Mr. She

and shared a story saying,
“We had permission to
busk by the way. Hence, us

ance by Ed Sheeran on

playing in that exact spot,
was planned out before. I
wasn't just us randomly
turning up.”
Police officials said that
o

{(Central Division), Benga-
luru City Police, iold The
Hindu that Mr. Sheeran
had no permission to busk

on Church Street on Sun-
day. “Event managers ap-

chances of

Fan 0 Busk o0 the atrear.
We even received a call
from the public to our
emergency helpline

the artist's performance.”
he sald.
Last year. when the pol-
ice evicted street
from Chirch Serect, buske
ers were also advised not
to perform on the streets.
Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BEMP) Chief
Civic Commissioner, Tush-
ar Girl Nath said: “There is

a rule that permission
needs to be taken for busk-
ing. But people continue to

s action
is taken "

Meanwhile, those who
were on Church Street at
the time of the gig ex-

s

stopped _him in the mid-
dle,” an X user posted.

Bengaluru police’s action
would an extended.
successful career.

BJP begins
talks on
selecting
Delhi CM

NEW DELHI

A day after winning 48 out
of the 70 seats in the Delhi
Assembly election, a dele-
gation of the BJP's winning
candidates in the capital,
led by Delhi BJP president
Sachdex:

before jumping ship in May
last year.

BJP sources said it was a
courtesy call and another
meeting with other new
MLAs was vet to be sche-
duled. L-G office sources

31 Maoists, 2 police
killed in encounter
in Chhattisgarh

One of

red in
being brought to a private hospial in Raipur on Sunday. Ara

Shy Sikdar
RAIPUR

In the biggest antiMaoist

Chhattisgarh  Deputy
Chief Minister Vijay Shar-
ma said nearly
oel ok pare fn the opera-
ton in areas along the

mere killed and two in-
Jjured in the gun

not been fixed.

The BJP's topmost lea-
dership, including parcy
president 1
Unson Home Mlmsler o\mll
Shah met with Delhi elec-

uss the selection of a
cmer Miniserfor the caph-

D dorrond in e party ad-
ded that since Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will be

thelr day with road-

ATISHI RESIGNS.
» PAGES

Police

bodies of 31 uniformed
Maotsts — 20 men and 11
en — were recovered,”

NP, Sundarra) satd
The bodies of head con-

and constable Vasit Raote

he Special Task Force
\lvre taken to the district
headquarters. The two in-

plosives were recovered,
the police said.

Doundary, a Maoiot haven.
Wich this. 65 Macists had
been killed this year in the
Bastar

In total, at least 81

campaign in Chhartisgarh,
239 Maoists were gunned
Gown._

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had last year set
a deadline of March 2026

mism in the try. On
S . he reiterated the
deadline and termed e

we
completely eradicate Nax-

the country,”
he posted on X.




Biren quits as Manipur CM after meeting Shah

Governor accepts resignation, asks him to continue till ‘alternative arrangements made’; Union Home Secretary reviews security situation in State, forces asked to be available

at short notice; Rahul reacts to resignation, says for nearly two years, CM Biren Singh instigated division in Manipur, PM Modi allowed him to continue despite the violence

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

anipur Chief Mi-

nister N. Biren

Singh  stepped
down from the post follow-
ing a meeting with Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
in New Delhi on Sunday.

Mr. Singh, who was
summoned to the national
capital by Mr. Shah, ten-
dered his resignation to
Governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla soon after reaching
Imphal.

The Governor accepted
the resignation and asked
him to continue in office
till “alternative arrange-
ments are made”, the Raj
Bhavan said in a statement.

A senior government of-
ficial said that President’s
Rule is a likely option in the
State only if no other party
or BJP member stakes

claim to form the govern-
ment. The BJP State leader-
ship was said to be in a
huddle to decide the next
course of action.

The Assembly session
that was to be convened on
Monday was declared null
and void by the Governor
on Sunday evening.

Internal security

A top government source
told The Hindu that around
11 a.m. on Sunday, ahead of
Mr. Singh’s resignation,
Union Home Secretary Go-
vind Mohan chaired a vir-
tual meeting to review the
internal security situation
in Manipur. The meeting
was attended by the Army,
Assam Rifles and Manipur
Security Adviser Kuldiep
Singh. Security forces were
asked to maintain high al-
ert amid likelihood of vio-
lence by vested interests

| |

N

N. Biren Singh hands in his resignation as Manipur Chief Minister
to Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla in Imphal on Sunday. AN

and were asked to be ready
for deployment at “short
notice”.

The Army and police
were instructed to deploy
checkpoints on arterial
roads to prevent the infil-
tration of Meitei insurgent
groups from neighbouring
Myanmar, watch out for

protests by women groups
such as Meira Paibis, and
were asked to keep a check
on the activities of the Ku-
ki-Zo insurgent groups in
the hills.

The source said that the
meeting was convened ow-
ing to the expected politi-
cal developments in the

CM appears to
have lost support
before resigning

GUWAHATI

Out of 46 MLAs of Manipur’s
ruling National Democratic
Alliance, whose constituents
include the Naga People’s
Front and the Janata Dal (U),
only 20 turned up for a
meeting held by Chief Minister
N. Biren Singh a day before his
resignation. » PAGE 5

State coupled with availa-
bility of a large number of
looted police weapons
with civilians and other
armed radical groups. Dis-
tricts such as Jiribam,
Kakching, Imphal, Moi-
rang and Thoubal were
identified as “likely hot-
spots” for violence.

A no-confidence motion
was expected to be moved
against Mr. Singh by Con-
gress legislators in the As-
sembly session which was
set to begin on Monday.

Late on Saturday, Mr.
Singh, along with five oth-
ers, had landed in New
Delhi on a chartered flight.
On Sunday afternoon, Mr.
Singh met Mr. Shah for 15-
20 minutes at the latter’s
residence and upon his re-
turn to Imphal, he submit-
ted the resignation to the
Governor. He was accom-
panied by the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s Manipur in-
charge Sambit Patra and
State party president A.
Sharda Devi.

More than 250 people
have been killed in the eth-
nic violence between the
tribal Kuki-Zo and the Mei-
tei people in the State that
erupted on May 3, 2023.

More than 60,000 people
have been displaced.

The resignation also
comes in the wake of a Fe-
bruary 4 order by the Su-
preme Court to ascertain
the veracity of the alleged
audio recordings said to be
that of Mr. Singh, where
the speaker is heard claim-
ing credit for orchestrating
violence against the Kuki-
Zo community.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Rahul Gandhi, Con-
gress MP and Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha, said on X that “for
nearly two years, BJP’s CM
Biren Singh instigated divi-
sion in Manipur”.

He said that Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi al-
lowed him to continue des-
pite the violence, loss of
life, and the destruction of
the idea of India in
Manipur.




* Key Highlights:

* Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh resigned following a meeting
with Union Home Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi.

* His resignation was submitted to Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla upon
his return to Imphal.

* The Governor accepted the resignation and asked Singh to continue
in office until an alternative arrangement is made.



* Political Developments:

* Loss of Support: Out of 46 MLAs in Manipur’s ruling NDA alliance,
only 20 attended Singh’s final meeting, indicating a loss of
confidence.

* Expected No-Confidence Motion: Congress legislators were preparing
to move a no-confidence motion against him.

* The Assembly session scheduled for Monday was declared null and
void by the Governor.



* Security Concerns:

* A high-level security meeting was held,
chaired by Union Home Secretary Govind
Mohan, with representatives from the Army,
Assam Rifles, and Manipur Security Advisor
Kuldeep Singh.

* Forces were placed on high alert to prevent
any violence. Checkpoints were deployed
on arterial roads to prevent infiltration from ’

Myanmar.
/

> 4




* Rahul Gandhi's Reaction: The Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha accused Singh of
instigating division in Manipur and blamed
PM Narendra Modi for allowing him to
continue in office despite the violence.

e What’s Next?

* President’s Rule may be an option if no BJP
leader stakes claim to form the government
In Manipur.

 State BJP leadership is deliberating on the ’
next course of action for governance.

> 4




Major Regional
Festivals

Lai Haraoba, Ningol Chakouba,
Cheiraoba, Chumpha, Gang
Ngai, Heikru Hitongba, Kut

Official Meitei (Manipuri)
Language
Known The ‘Switzerland of India’ —
as/for Lord Irwin
Jewel of India — Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru
Physical About 90% of the land are

Characteristics

mountainous.
Physiographically,
Manipur may be
characterized

in two distinct

physical regions — an outlying
area of rugged hills

and narrow valleys and the
inner area represents

the features of flat

plain topography with

all associated landforms.

Major Art
Forms

Dance — Ras Lila, Pung Cholom,
Maibi, Khamba Khamba Thoibi,
Nupa Cholom or Kartal

Cholom (Cymbal dance)

Music — Kullong Ishei, Lai
Haraoba Ishei, Pena Ishei, Thoubal
Chongba,

Nat Sangkritan, Nupi

Pala, RasLila, Khubak Ishei

Natural
Vegetation

(1) Tropical Semi-ever Green
(2) Dry Temperate Forest

(3) Sub-Tropical Pine

(4) Tropical Moist Deciduous

Industry

Handlooms, Sericulture, soap
making, carpentry,

tanning, bamboo and
sugarcane products

Minerals

Chromite, limestone, serpentinites
(green marble), hydrocarbon




Geographical Shaphee Lanphee, Wangkhei
Indications Phee, Moirang Phee
(All are textiles)
Kachai lemon
State Animal Sangai
State Bird Nongyeen
State Flower Siroi Lily
State Tree Uningthou
World Heritage | —
Sites
Ramsar Loktak Lake — known for
Sites its circular floating
swamps called phumdis,
making it the only
floating National Park in
the world. Phumdis,
resembling miniature islands,
refers to a collection of
the heterogeneous mass of
vegetation, soil, and organic
matter at various
stages of decomposition.
Biodiversity Indo-Burma
Hotspots (Purvanchal Hills)

National Keibul Lamjao National
Parks Park situated on
the southern shore of the
Loktak Lake.
The park was initially declared
as a Sanctuary
in 1966, to preserve the natural
refuge of the
endangered Brow-antlered
Deer — Sangai
(Rucervus eldi eldi).
Biosphere -
Reserve
Wildlife Khongjaingamba Ching WLS,
Sanctuaries Yangoupokpi-Lokchao WLS




THE

HINDU

News

Moaday, February 10, 2025
dENTAL

President to visit Maha
Kumbh in Pravagraj today

President Droupads Murmu will visit the Maha

- the Rasherapasi Bhavan

sald in a statement issued on Sunday. Sangam

the confluence of the Ganga, the Yamuna a2 and the
river. to a Uttar

Pradesh

government release, Ms. Murmu will
also offer prayers at the

at and Bade
by Chief

Temple,
Atinister Yogi Adityanath_

Shinde extends financial aid
to kin of Tukaram descendant
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath

sShinde has ext ssistance of €32
lakh o the fami

was unable to repay. |
extreme step. e struggling with distressing
thoughts may call DISHA helpline ar 1056)

Global confidence in India’s
aerospace capabilities is

growing, says Rajnath Singh

ation of over 90 countries in Aero India show: Defence Secretary

Defence Minister hails

says government hopeful that supply of LCA Tejas from 2025-26 would be as per the original plan

BERGALURU

he light combat air-

craft (LCA) produc-

tion line has stabil-

ised, not only at | tan

nautics Ltd. (HAL) but

o Tor General Flettric

(GE) engines. Sanjeev Ku-

mar, Secretary. Defence

Production, sald on Sun-
day.

e e el vt S

ds, LCA Tejas

su'ppl)' "will be 8s per the

options would be exer-
Clsed™ to keep the armed
forces ready for all kinds o
situation:

“We are committed to
the advanced medium
combat aircraft (AMCA)...
and  simultaneously we
would be considering all
options to make our armed
forces ready pre-
pared,” Mr. Kumar said at
th

@& ' o et
21.27 lakh crore.” Mr. Raj-
nath Singh said. -By the
W osTatsIe e Spen
this figure to exceed 21.60
s lakh crore... Additionally,
202 our defence exports have
Slso crossed 'a _record
‘ 221,000 crore, and by the
end of 202526, we antici-
Ppate this figure to surpass
230,000 crore. 1 am confi-

32 Rajnath Singh speaks at 3 press conference

Charting progres:

anead of Aero Inda 2025,

“We are working with

Earlier in the day. Union
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh visited H saw
the LCA-MKIA jets, the de-
liveries of which have been
delayed due to engine de-
layz and other tssuies.
Amid delays in moder-
nisation and falling fghter

nce manufacturing, 1 am
d.ellg‘hled to share that our

d.en! that this event will

Aero India, biggest air
show in Asia, to begin
today in Bengaluru

Soaring high: Indian Aw Force fhter jets perform cuning the fnal
rehearsal ahead of Aero India 2025 in Bengaluru on Saturdy. s

tory, Aero India 2025 will
witness the participation
of two of the world's most

BENGALURU
Starting 2 iy,  the
sound and sight of roaring

military jets will rock the
Bengaluru skies as the Ae-
oo Sl e slisore el Lick
off at the Yelahanka Air
Force Station here.

The 1sth editon of

Miniszer Rajnath Singh in
the

fighter afrcraft — the Rus-
sian Su-57 and the Ameri-

prospect to witness these

N Bengalury on Sunday. MURAL KUNASR X r accelerate our jour-
ney toward self-reliance in
150 foreign defence -
maling i¢ the Diggest tii The event comprises
date. l'he Defence Ministers”
ynath  Singh aCEOs”
termed the partici F  bio; the Inaguracion of the

more than 90 countries a  India and IDEX Pavilions: a
to the IDEX event: a Sa-

ca

in India’s
aerospace and  defence a valedicrory func-
capabilicse: ton: seminars; breatheak-
ing air shows; and an exhi-
Record export bition by  aerospace

“Defence Ministers or re-  companies.
presentatives from about r. Singh will hos:
Defence Ministers” Con-

e
conference on Aero India,
scheduled to be held in
Bengaluru from February
10 to 14. He said that with
the production line and en-
gine issues having stabil-
ised by 202526 16 w0 24
would be

This
in izs 15th edition., is spread
over a total area of over
42,000 sq. m, with the
confirmed participation of
931

mef Mmmr Siddara-
The first three days

are dedicated to business

wvisitors, while the last two

days are open to the gener-

al public.

alrcraft

are

war-
planes ~ the Defence Minis-
try said.

Among the Indian air-
craft and helicopters tak-
ing part in the show are the

full-

come o 5 S engineering sl
parlh:lpate in this event. clave on February 11 in hy- sn.ummmr. T B n At swsor ombat__ Air
The presence of Alr Chiefs  brid mode. The theme | cer from the US.. andthe Teaming System (CATS)
and Secretartes from 43 ! et Warr by Hin-
ComkuriasGanbier tigh-. (o intienaionsl D | skt R1-300 MMt Smetan Aeronmics’ Lo
lights the ance of fence and Global Engage- | from Braza. ile the will also be showcased for

this event — not just for In-

dia, but for the entire inter- scores the importance

national defence commun-  supply chain resilience and

ity.” the Minister strategic collaboration in
“When it comes to de- . officials said.

the second outing
for the F-35 at the .
“For the first time in his-

-generation fghter jet.

In a first, chiefs of Air Force
and Army fly together in
light combat aircraft Tejas

BENGALURU

Alr Chief Marshal AP
sSingh and Chief of the Ar-
my Staff General Upendra
Dwivedi created history on

unday as they th-
er on the light combat air-

Tejas on the e A
ro India 3

chiefs were aboard a mili-
tary jet
General Dwivedi termed
the flight the best moment
OF his life. Former Chief of

Making waves: Ak Chief Marshal A P Singh. night, and General
Upendra Daivedi after taking a sortie in 2 Tejas on Sunday. PTI

M Aristy SiSfF Cenerati

U.S. aircraft to be a major draw at Aero India

BENGALURU

The: anigeneration: B35
fighter jet. the aerial re-
fuelling  « S etrciatt
KC135 Suracotanker, the B-1

onic heavy bomber,
2nd Fi6 Aghter jets are
among the aircraft
the U.S. that will be on dis-
play at the Aero India 2025
in Bengaluru.

This is the I5th time that
the U.S. is participating in
Asia’s biggest air show,
which will be held from Fe-
bruary 10 to 34

Over 20

J— 2 =

Supersonic flight: A view of the fifth peneration F-35 fighter jet.
which will be on dsplay at Aero India 2025, AP

from the US. I

At Aero India, more than
two dozen US.

gral o our growing strateg-

partnership,” Mr. An-
Grees s

General Kevin Schoeld-
er, Comman, Pacif-
i Al Foroes; rigadler—
General Patrick Teague. s
nior defence official, U.S s
Mission in India; and Con-

of the U.S_ delegation.

Deepened defence ties
Since Aero India 2023, the
U.S. and India have dee-

pened defence ties, includ-
fne throueh technology in-

n ae-
rial _systems, fighter of State, Defence, and
aircraft, avi c

with Indian

~The United States is ex-
cited to once partici-

will engage
counterparts, explore new
oppor

and innowva-

lhe ainer wersion of the
Tejas during Aero India
2019

tive solutions in aviadon
and defence. These com-
panies will display advan-

n
pate in Aero India and to
spotlight our strong de-
fence ties with India_ Our
cooperation in fence,
trade, and training is inte-

ment and ultimately con-
tribute

comparibil m ey In:erop~
erability with

tons.

~The growth in Indian
and U.S. bilateral defence
trade has corr

with growing interopera-

ring, liaison officers,
training exercises, and de-
fence enabling  agree-

and
in

p=y
bersecurity, logistics, and
counter-terrorism

operations.

Genernl Schneider said:
“Aero India 2025 is an ideal
forum to showcase U.S. de-
fence alrcraft and equip-

oy madicorhum.

EENERERERER
iiinnni
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1 Got state transport, didn't Sike it st first (8.5)

10 Getthem out in the next spell - both evacuated (S)

11 Dish for poor loser... in case (9]

12 Both sides accept onlty the French style, for example
5]

i I.ralfc millions follow {5}
At ses escort & wesset (7
Observes from the eost gats up o attack {3,4)

To be paid more than expected (7)

Order a state to consume indian Stuff (7)

Fish for Jack - he mever ate any fat (5}

Demolished domes in UP - places to g0 on a trip 15,4}
Desperatety clings to a wistful thought (9]

Talking about reality - some of it is bizare (5)

Change of heart in love, provoke for doing & patch-up
job (7.6)

unms:::n

5

Carbon copy - everyons came up 1o see a star (7)

Came together to eat most of the frust - that was.
ever-ending {9)

Ran with one inside two parts of 3 circle (5)

Reveals record misses {9}

Insists one is not totally sgainst {5}

Spinner gets to bawl to a hooker (7)

The green man could be found here {5,8)

Mrs. Lee manages to trest this virat disease 16,7}
Told to study, ssy of a music maker® (4,5)
To afiow briefly to gsther pace - a brave monument
(5.4)
A sure shot - India borders on a supercontinent {7}
Support a biack leader - send up some coffes {7}
Mark one in two (5]
Old South American preserved (S)

uuuc :GIO"OM. wNn
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Plight of Sita at Asokavana

Children will feel disgusted if anybody speaks il of their
ple will feel sorry if any slanders are

a

3 hurled at hi mmmes wil e upset if anyone
in ¢ Cod. A woman cannot taler-
o9 6 5 ate any v S about her
S5 of heart, of the type.
8 4 fdelity, wisdom of the most genuine kind, age of the

cour:
heart, and endurance are all qualities that make Sita a har-
momous abode.

8
1
2

74
745 8

upm kept captive at A Al et Stea

upon was hateful, and all that she heard from was
murderous in the extreme. Ravana and the demons not
only her but her beloved

Rama.
Siea felt her famity wras tarmented ke people struesting

DIFFICULTY RATING: W ST S0 ST T

Solution to previous pursie Sotution to yesterdays Sudoku
- - 137|914 2 58
3. 5 8|3 16274
4 218 5 713
93721486
1 4/569732
7. 6|4 3819 ¢
8 1|2 9 4/5 f<
4 65|183927
3 29l67s5i841

boa. Sita told Ravana, ~However indepen-
dent 1amm, 1 did not get pe
1 would burn and reduce youto ashes. It would be a dis-
grace to Rama if 1 had - She said destiny
follow people in different forms, it came to her
a golden d
e plunged into a sea af sorrow. She said she could not
ed from Ram:

ut as a personality in whom
the biood of mercy runs.

a e




U.S. aircraft to be a maj or draw at Aero India

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The fifth-generation F-35
fighter jet, the aerial re-
fuelling tanker aircraft
KC-135 Stratotanker, the B-1
supersonic heavy bomber,
and F-16 fighter jets are
among the aircraft from
the U.S. that will be on dis-
play at the Aero India 2025
in Bengaluru.

This is the 15th time that
the U.S. is participating in
Asia’s biggest air show,
which will be held from Fe-
bruary 10 to 14.

Over 20 exhibitors

At Aero India, more than
two dozen U.S. exhibitors
will engage with Indian
counterparts, explore new
business  opportunities,
and demonstrate innova-
tive solutions in aviation
and defence. These com-
panies will display advan-

—

_"1

Supersonic flight: A view of the fifth generation F-35 fighter jet,
which will be on display at Aero India 2025. Ap

cements in unmanned ae-
rial systems, fighter
aircraft, advanced avion-

ics, and defence
electronics.
Jorgan Andrews, Chargé

d’Affaires of the U.S. Em-
bassy in New Delhi, will
lead the high-level delega-
tion of representatives

from the U.S. Departments
of State, Defence, and
Commerce.

“The United States is ex-
cited to once again partici-
pate in Aero India and to
spotlight our strong de-
fence ties with India. Our
cooperation in defence,
trade, and training is inte-

gal to our growing strateg-
ic partnership,” Mr. An-
drews said.

General Kevin Schneid-
er, Commander, U.S. Pacif-
ic Air Forces; Brigadier-
General Patrick Teague, se-
nior defence official, U.S.’s
Mission in India; and Con-
sul-General Chris Hodges,
U.S. Consulate General
Chennai, will also be part
of the U.S. delegation.

Deepened defence ties
Since Aero India 2023, the
U.S. and India have dee-
pened defence ties, includ-
ing through technology in-
novation, expanded trade,
and increased cooperation
in maritime security, cy-
bersecurity, logistics, and
counter-terrorism
operations.

General Schneider said:
“Aero India 2025 is an ideal
forum to showcase U.S. de-
fence aircraft and equip-

ment and ultimately con-
tribute  toward  our
compatibility and interop-
erability with other na-
tions.”

“The growth in Indian
and U.S. bilateral defence
trade has corresponded
with growing interopera-
bility through information
sharing, liaison officers,
training exercises, and de-
fence enabling agree-
ments. The importance of
our partnership continues
to grow, particularly as we
face an increasingly com-
plex and dynamic security
environment in the Indo-
Pacific,” he added.

Final Approach, the 10-
member ensemble of the
the United States Air Force
Band of the Pacific, will
perform for the public at
Aero India on February 13
and 14 and at 5 p.m. on Fe-
bruary 11 at the Christ Un-
iversity auditorium.



* The fifth-generation F-35 fighter jet, KC-135 Stratotanker (aerial
refueling tanker), B-1 supersonic heavy bomber, and F-16 fighter jets
will be among the U.S. aircraft showcased at Aero India 2025 in
Bengaluru.

e Aero India 2025 will be held from February 10 to 14 and marks the
15th time the U.S. is participating in Asia’s largest air show.



 U.S. Presence at Aero India 2025:

* Over 20 exhibitors from the U.S. will engage with Indian counterparts
In:
 Unmanned aerial systems
* Fighter aircraft
* Advanced avionics
* Defence electronics

* The U.S. delegation will be led by Jorgan Andrews, Chargé d'Affaires
of the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi.



 Strengthening U.S.-India Defence Ties:

* The event will highlight deepening defence cooperation between India
and the U.S., particularly in:

* Technology innovation
* Expanded defence trade

* Cybersecurity & counter-terrorism operations
* Maritime security & logistics



The U.S. delegation will include:

¢ General Kevin Schneider, Commander of U.S. Pacific Air Forces
e Brigadier-General Patrick Teague, Senior Defence Official, U.S. Mission in India
e Consul-General Chris Hodges, U.S. Consulate General, Chennai

U.S. Emphasizes Indo-Pacific Security Cooperation:

The U.S. aims to strengthen defence interoperability with India to address

the evolving security challenges in the Indo-Pacific region.

General Schneider highlighted Aero India 2025 as a key forum to showcase
U.S. defence capabilities, partnerships, and military cooperation with India.




e Cultural Presence at Aero India 2025:

* Final Approach, the 10-member ensemble of the U.S. Air Force Band
of the Pacific, will perform at Aero India on February 13 & 14, and
also at Christ University Auditorium on February 11 at 5 p.m.



Defense Pact

General Security of Military
Information Agreement
(GSOMIA)

Logistics Exchange
Memorandum of Agreement
(LEMOA)

Communications Compatibility
and Security Agreement
(COMCASA)

Basic Exchange and
Cooperation Agreement
(BECA)

Industrial Security Agreement
(ISA)

Initiative on Critical and

Emerging Technology (iCET)

Year

Signed

2002

AON[G

2018

2020

2019

2023

Purpose

Secure exchange of

military intelligence

Logistics support and

cooperation

Secure
communication

interoperability

Geospatial

intelligence sharing

Protects classified

defense information

Defense technology

cooperation

Key Features

Protects classified military
information shared between India
and the U.S.

Allows mutual use of military

bases for refueling, repair, and

resupply.

Enables India to access secure
U.S. military communication

equipment.

Provides real-time satellite and
geospatial data for enhanced

targeting and navigation.

Allows private Indian companies to
collaborate with U.S. firms on

defense projects.

Focuses on Al, quantum
computing, and advanced defense

manufacturing.




A

Telescopes around the world spotted a colossal radio jet issuing from a quasar dating back to the first billion years of the universe. Twice as wide as the Milky Way galaxy, this jet
of radio waves is the biggest ever detected so early in the history of the universe, astronomers reported on February 6. NOIRLAB/NSF/AURA/M. GARLICK



* Astronomers have detected an enormous radio jet emerging from a
quasar dating back to the first billion years of the universe.

* This jet of radio waves is the largest ever observed from such an
early epoch in cosmic history.

* The jet is twice as wide as the Milky Way galaxy, indicating its
massive scale.

* Observations were made using telescopes worldwide, showcasing
the power of modern astronomical instruments in studying the
distant universe.



* Significance:

* Understanding Early Cosmic Structures: This discovery helps
scientists study how early quasars and their black holes influenced
the formation of galaxies.

* Insights into Radio Jets: These jets are produced by supermassive
black holes and play a crucial role in galaxy evolution.

* Breakthrough in Astronomy: Finding such a massive jet in the first
billion years of the universe provides new insights into early cosmic
activity and the nature of quasars.
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India’s opportunity at the Al Action Sumimit

n early January, India
accepted France’s invitation

to co-chair the Al Action
S on February 10 and
is summit will be the

Ar
issues — presenting India an
opportunity to continue its global
engagement on Al and also
amplify the voice of the Global
South on broader Al issues.
This article outlines how India

can leverage the opportunity to

ance three key priorities for
the Global South. this well

strongly

e discourse o
Al safety. As a next step, India’s IT
Minister recently announced plans.
of setting up an Al Safety lnsmuze,
In other multilateral fora with
teadership roles. India has

Camegie India

rather than becoming solutions in
search of

Seeking an eye for an eye

The death is a qu

ick-fix z

by gover

to quell anger

Include early disease detection
systems adapted to local

STATE OF PLAY l

learning
that account for diverse
educational contexts, and

tools
to regional farming
The of an

need for Ar
for developing Al applications.

Pri, in Paris
india’s vision for the Global South

d now benefit from the broad
agenda of the Paris

Al use-case repository following
the summit could provide
guidance for the Global South in
determining s priorities.
Third, India must
the importance of contextualising
I risks and safety

n February 7, the Cal-
cutta High Court re-
ed the West Ben-
gal  government’s appe:
seeldng the death penalty for
the convicte: for the
Fape and murder case of & wo-
man at the R.G. Kar Medical
Hospital in Kolkata last year.
. the Court

the Global South. The r_hallenges
faced by d. ing nations often
ntly from

r senifica those
xhe Global North. Cultural erosion

compelling example, the scope
moasst yond computing
“This include:

equitable access to data sets, data
storage infrastructure, cloud

models, and application

gf harm and severky of that

Tt but grounded i aieady
In Paris, India

n
addition, India should promote

arm. In
muss thus call for collecting
of ed harms,

in Global South

w©
compuring infrastructure, and
access to innovative safety mols
tike watermarking technolo;

“The promotion of open source
Al models

contexts. to inform their risk
A

(€81), which inve:

case.

‘aced with widespread and

prohl'ls':d protests after the

gruesome incident on August

S, 2024, the West Bengal go-

vernment was the first to de-
d

the
Aparajita Women and Child
(West Bengal Cri
Amendment) Bill, 2024, in the

of Altelated harms could also
help inform any future regulatory
of the Global South.

actention.
praprialiens fsraeieis potenthl of
opensource models and the

to address export <

Al model developlnm! ndia must
advocate for more flexible
cross-border transfer of Al

while
appropriate safety standards.
Second, India should call for

the Global South

a
and priorit:
use-cases relevant to the
°s unique contexts. This
approach ensures that Al
applications serve local needs

Looking ahead
AS co-chair of the Paris meeting.
must lever:

life,~ he noted in the order.
The judge added that the
court must resist the tempta-
tion of bowing to public pres-
sure or emotional sppeals.

the
e e hheard, Chier Miniseer
stated thac if

Police had investi-

gated the crime, they would
have been able to

While inordinate delays i in-
westigation and trial often frus-
trates the faith of the people in
the judicial system (justice de-

to recommend the death pe-
the “rar-

cases. The Com-
ed out that

cing
workplaces for women. It was
hat the convict in

pol-

a
B Lherin are oA
while

the Court to award the death

at least three incidents involy-
ing the rape and murder of mi-
nors in the death sen-
tence has been awarded to the
convicts. Officials of the State

or "nail for a nail” or *a life for a

and leaders of the
Trinamool

staff. who are entrusted with
helping the law establishment
discharge

of
ters who had hit the streets
last August. parents
oF the Sictiin befieve that the
death penalty is not the only
way to ensure justice.

The death penalty

ruling
have been

these
sentences to

police and trial

quickly delivered justice in
cases involving sexual assault.

ok adopted hy
governments to quell
Snd protests. The trial court
judge had rightly recognised
and resisted it.

China contributes substantially to U.S.” biggest imports

The

share of Washi

DCs imports comes from the three nations hit by President Donald Trump's newest trade tariffs

@ he 1

FROM THE ARCHIVES

[ DATA POINT

Nitika Francis

ast week, US. President Do-
announced ad-
giional tariffs on imports

acsons,

for 15% of all of its imported servic-

es between 2018 and 2023, which
is the highest share, fol

&lﬁ)dt:o (14%) and (‘amda 03’6).

ery and equipment accounted for
15%, vehicles and their parts ac-
counted for 11%. and nuclear ma-
chinery and appliances, 9%_Chart

bber.

Mexico contributed to the high-

est share of imported vehicles and

measuring instruments. It was also

among the top three countries ex-
electrical

anada contributed to almost
haif of the minersl imports to the
U.S.. as wel shares of plas-
tic, vehicles, and fron or steel.

X

Trading
blows

The data for the charts were
saurced from the United
Nations® Comtrade Database
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FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 10, 1975

Tobacco industry to come
under Union Govt. control

New Delhi, Feb. 9: The tobacco u-dusxry will be
the

= tothe US.

finance
Indian Council of A Agn-:ulrural Research.
Andhra Pradesh and Karnata e
Besides chese, the Centre will appoint two

the

States, other than Andhra Pradesh snd

in alphabetical or
ight members to Tepresent

d experts

The Board will regulate production

tion and
tobacco, keep a watch on

s to give P

Indian

Calcutta, Feb. 9: Speaking at a meeting of the

&

Mr.

Arthur Moore, acting editor of The Statesman,

publlc opnmon A jours
spirit of




Trading
blows

The data for the charts were
sourced from the United
Nations’ Comtrade Database

Chart 2: Top exporters of electrical

machinery and equipment to the U.S.

China 33.35%
uU.S.
Mexico 17.50%
Vietnam 7.66%
Malaysia 6.93%

Chart 3: Top exporters of vehicles
and related parts to the U.S.

Mexico 32.97%

Electrical machinery
Vehicles

Nuclear machinery
Mineral products
Machinery
Pharmaceutical products
Surgical instruments*
Apparel/clothing
Precious stones/metals
Furniture

Plastics

14.18

10.93
9.12

Chart 1:

Top 15 goods

imported
by the U.S.

and 2023
(in %)

Chart 4: Top exporters of nuclear machinery Chart 5: Top exporters of mineral
and mechanical appliances to the U.S. products to the U.S.
China 27.66%
Canada 46.49%
UoSO
Mexico 16.98%
Mexico 7.69%
Sapan o Saudi Arabia 6.47%
' Russian Federation ~ 4.11%
German 6.92% =
Y IFag 3.28%
Chart 6: Top exporters of machinery and Chart 7: Top exporters of
mechanical appliances to the U.S. pharmaceutical products to the U.S.

between 2018

Chart 8: Top exporters of surgical
instruments* to the U.S.

Mexico

China

Germany

Ireland

Japan

16.87%

12.45%
u.s.

11.05%

7.72%

6.81%

Chart 9: Top exporters of apparel
and clothing accessories to the U.S.

China

Vietnam

Bangladesh

‘ Indonesia

‘ India

26.6%

u.s.
16.94%

7.89%

5.30%
5.13%

Chart 10: Top exporters of precious
stones and metals to the U.S.




Figures indicate country-wise share of
major U.S. goods imports.

* Includes other optical, photographic,
measuring instruments

A Not Elsewhere Specified

Chart 6: Top exporters of machinery and
mechanical appliances to the U.S.

Chart 7: Top exporters of
pharmaceutical products to the U.S.

Chart 10: Top exporters of precious
stones and metals to the U.S.
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SUFER SUNDA

Rohit becomes fourth-highest
run-getter for India in ODIs

R CEEPAK

(20,889). Sachin Tendulkar (12,426), Virat Kohli (13,911) and Souraw
Ganguty 111,363} occupy the top three spots.

LIGHTS OFF

Floodli;

t failure halts

proceedings in Cuttack

~

PerT—m

Play in the second india-Ergland ODI in the over six-decade-old

Barabats Stadium was stopped a5 one of the six towers of
The incident happened when the tower
ina

floodlights maluncticoed

the

adjacent

brief

stoppage 31 6.15 p.m. The Iights were restored 3t 6.45 p.m.

TRUST

Indian dressing room has always
backed skipper Rohit. says Jadeja

e Jsdejs

raize on ski

R DEEPAK

Rokit Sharma. “The

showered
tirmwioitdmay ba atin e buk (B oiar dessutng oo, thars yeae
he knows

o such Heissucha

exactiy how to build his innings. It didn't even feel Shee bt hacin't
scored nuns in the previous Inmings.” Jadesa said on Sunday.

-~

2 wrapped up
aganst Sri Lanka at Galle 0n Sunday, TOMPINg 10 3 Hine-wicket

GETTY mAGES

3 dominant 2.0 sweep of the Test series

s
cUTTACK

breezy knock ars,
1224, 7x6) &

batted six off Saqib Mal
mood in con:

dwarfed the Ianky
graceful h:

his focus
ruption di

arget and  delight

ammcuan pla)ed Cratia:
k shots o3

ENGLAND IN INDIA

ohit Sharma shone

gland in the second ODI
and seal the three-match
series at the Barabati Stadi-

JoRRacts fifties to score a

india

s skipper Rohit's

sob

rer midwicke
a rousing approval from a
isan ©

par
"X lofted shot over cover
and o stunning straight-

secutive overs
underlined Rohit's class.
His riveting tale of revival,
relying on his self-belief,

Gilr's

entury (60,
S2b, 9x4, IX6). “The 100 bali

£
Rohit, who did not lose
= despice an incer-

s of

the wicket. Virat Kohli,
who replaced Yashasvi Jais-
wal after missing the first

ed just eight

Demotition man: Rohit's blistering 11

balls before DRS over-
turned the on-field um-
pire’s decision and ruled
him caught behind.
m,n continued o light
wis

e night
hlnxkxbeg and brough( up

5 snusffed out England's challenge. k7. DEE==x

his 32nd hundred in style
by stepping out and hoist-
ing leg-spinner Adil Rashid
for a six over long-off. His

ng formance end-
ed when he skied Liam Li-
vingst

India lost Shreyas tyer,
K.L. Rahul and Hardik Pan-
dya before Axar Patel and
Ravindra jadeja finished
the task

found the gaps post
their third S pias partner.
ship on the troc.

Varun breaks through

Debutant spinner Varun

Chakaravarthy provided
b

deja took a high catch at
mid-on in the 1ith over.
Southpaw Duckett (65,

ter England c 00.
e accurate jJadeja,
who kept it tight, st in

ert found Hardik ar

con.
Joe Root (69, 72b, 6x4),

53 deliveries. Hardik re-
moved Buwler with Gill
taking a low catch a¢ mid-

Rool scooped one to
Kohll at longoff and jamie
by Gill

rton was caught
O e Aeldors third of e

Rohit roars back to form as Team India
thrashes England, seals series in style

The skippers 32nd ODI century helps the Men in Blue chase down a target of 305 with ease: Gill proves able foil with a stroke-filled half-century

ScomesoaRrD
-~

EnGLAND
Pl Salt ¢ Jadejs b Varun 25 256,
234, Ix6), Ban Duckett c Hardik b
Jadeja 65 (558, 104, Joe Rock ¢
adejs 65 (726, Sx4),
Harry Brooi ¢ Gill & Harshit 31
(52b, x4, Ix5), sos Buetier < Gil b
Harcik 34 (358, 2#¢), Liam
Livingstone nan out 41 (32b, 2v,

(et cut) 0 rm» Extras 0b-2,nb>-1,
w12k 25T )

QLivingstone, 49.4)
NDLA BOWLING
Shami 7.5.0.66-1, Harshit
2:0-62-1, Hark 7-0-53-1. Varun
0-0-54-1, Jadejs 10-1-35-3, Acar
como.

Stunning run: Manarashtra's Alshwarya brake her own women's

400m Na

cnal Games record while winaIng. RITU RAJ KONAAR

Quartermiler
Aishwarya triumphs

NATIONAL GAMES

Stan Rayan
DEHRADUN

Quartermiler  Aishwarya
AMishra has thrown up ma-
ny surprises in the past.
She has skipped meetz and

en popped up with some
verv fast_times, but on
Sunday she produced a

the 38th ha(loﬂal Games

athletics competition  at
the Ganga >ladm.m here.
The ar-old from

Maharashtcn - docked
personal best 5L12s — the
fourth-fastest Indian time
gver — while winning the
400m gold by a huge mar-
in and breaking her own
three-year-old

have run a personal best, [
really thought it would be
1 was

Third and final ODI: February
12, Abenedabed, 130 p.m.

PMUMBA]

In a showdown of ¢

ranked 121,

o level.
lentless Te

ert
showcasing

cm
£

MUMBAI OPEN WTA 125

ontrast-

ing styles, Switzerland's Jil
ann’

set with a combination of
net play, powerful serves,
and solid forehands. The
22-year-old Thal, currently

responded
well, hitting a stunning ace
However, the re-

reichmann quickly
ted her dominance,
i remarkable

Teschmann,

stamina. She

Fiery Teichmann rules the day

A\

broke Teichmann and then
b

ent_
Teichmann stopped her
from

Buoyed by French support,
Jacquet pockets the title

TENNAT OPEN

s.

and sealed the ﬁxﬂ set 6-3.
e second began on si-
milar lines, with the left-
hander breaking Sawang-
kaew’s serve early to lead
1-0. She continued her do-
minance, producing a stun-
ning forehand winner to
double her lead
Sawangkaew bounced

back by winning three con-
secutive games to make it

rallies, producing stunning
and back-

33.

held firm with her excep-

tional groundstrokes to win
lhe final wuh relative ease
n strajght ses

Eartier in the doubles fi-
nal, the Indo-Dutch duo of
Prarthana Thombare and
Arianne Hartono went

@, 62, (167

ENNAL

Kyrian Jacques ensured
that it was a rather me

Elias Ymer 7-6
@ £-4 i the Sl to clinch
“he: Open ATP
(_hallengex title here on
sunday.
Buoyed by the support

strengths - shicing often to
break his opponent’s
rhythm and rushing the net
for winners.

The id hit three

JacquUEL &, JOTHI RAMALINGAM

in a 17-stroke rally when he
was 4-3 up in the first set.
He later produced the most
spectacular stroke of the

the first set te-break 71,
courtesy of Ymer's six un-
foi

sole point when Jacquet
doublebulxed,

om there, Y1 made
at loast 13 wnforeed errors,
ncluding a double fault,
unil he was down I-4 in the
second set.

unforced mistakes to help

his opponent hold serve

sing a point. He
in the

mach: 2 mid-alr b
the-legs vol
[ helped lacque( that his

slices

error-p: T Sacamet. won

Jacquet to break serve and
win

the
“1 would l(ke to dedicate
this title to

like lnan'an(e (or five t0 10

The Hindu.
felt like 1 was run-
300m, not in 400. Fm

t that.™
ot even Na-

s 15) has
started the season like this.

Are there - thi
coming as the season gets
into full swing?

ing goes
warya whose
(51.15) came 1 ApFl 2032,

rya said she had
been training at Dehradun
for the last 20 days.

who pms&d awx) in De-
ceml said Jacq;

Meanwhile, Odisha’s Ba-
pi Hansda bettered his per-
sonal best while winning

{Rap Ga31. 3. Rohit Raman (A°)

oS ¥ Mstraarya
Mishra (Mah) 51 125 MR, O
52.20,2. Vithys Rt (1) SA43,
3. Devyaniba Zala (Guj) 53.44.

Mondal &
1338, 3. Nithya Ramra) (TH)
1360
jump: 1. Mourmita Mondat
(W8] €21m. 2. Sancra Babu {Ker]
612, 3 Deepanshi Singh (UP)
1

Record breaker: Andheas Jyothi bettered her women's 100m
husdles mark on her way to Bold. STu RAs KOMWAR




SUPER SUNDAY

Rohit becomes fourth-highest
run-getter for India in ODIs

K.R. DEEPAK

Rohit Sharma, in his 50th ODI as India captain, scored 119 against
England on Sunday. He became the fourth-highest run-getter
(10,987) for India in the 50-over format, overtaking Rahul Dravid
(10,889). Sachin Tendulkar (18,426), Virat Kohli (13,911) and Sourav
Ganguly (11,363) occupy the top three spots.




Informing Accused
Grounds of Arrest
Constitutional
Requirement



* The Supreme Court of India has ruled that informing an accused of
the grounds of arrest is not a mere formality but a mandatory
constitutional requirement.

* Supreme court ruling

* The Court held that failing to inform the accused of the reasons for
arrest amounts to a violation of fundamental rights enshrined
under Article 22, Part lll of the Constitution.



* The information must be conveyed in a manner that effectively
communicates the grounds of arrest to the accused in a language they
understand.

* The court also referred to Article 21 and said no person could be
deprived of their liberty except in accordance with the legal
procedure.



* Constitutional Provisions
— Article 22(1) of the Indian
Constitution states; No person who
is arrested shall be detained in
custody without being informed, as
soon as possible, of the grounds for
such arrest.
1. The arrested person shall not be
denied the right to consult and be

defended by a legal practitioner of
their choice.




Significance

Burden of Proof on Law Enforcement: If an accused alleges a violation of
Article 22(1), the police must prove compliance with the mandate.

Judicial Oversight: Judicial magistrates, when granting remand, are required to
ascertain whether compliance with Article 22(1) and other legal safeguards has
been met.




National Commission
for Safai Karamcharis




* The Union Cabinet has approved the extension of the National
Commission for Safai Karamcharis (NCSK) tenure until March 31,
2028, with a financial implication of around Rs 51 crore.

* About the National Commission for Safai Karamcharis (NCSK)

* It was established on 12th August 1994 under the National
Commission for Safai Karamcharis Act, 1993, initially for a period of 3
years as a statutory body.



 The Act was extended until 2004, after which the Commission
became a non-statutory body under the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment.

 The Commission takes suo-motu notice of issues affecting Safai Karamcharis
based on media reports or observations.

* Composition : The Commission consists of a Chairperson (Union
Minister of State rank), a Vice-Chairperson (Secretary rank), five
members (including one woman member), and a Secretary (Joint
Secretary rank).



 Mandate of the Commission: Recommend programs for the
elimination of inequalities for Safai Karamcharis (sanitation
workers).Evaluate and study social and economic rehabilitation
programs for Safai Karamcharis and scavengers.

* Monitor working conditions (health, safety, wages) of Safai

Karamcharis employed by various employers, including government
bodies.






 The CM of Tamil Nadu inaugurated India’s single largest solar cell and
manufacturing unit at the Gangaikondan SIPCOT Industrial Growth C

* About
* The Gangaikondan SIPCOT Industrial Gr Centreis a
park in the village of Gangaikondan, Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu.

e -

trial



It was set up by Tata Power’s solar energy manufacturing arm, TP
Solar Limited.

Capacity: The facility would produce photovoltaic cells and modules

for solar power generating units having an annual capacity of around 4
GW.

Production: The unit will produce mono of 182mm and multi-
crystalline cells of 158.25mm sizes.




Bill Proposing
100 days
Parliamentary
Sitting




Senior Opposition leaders in the Rajya Sabha have introduced Private Member
Bills seeking to mandate a minimum of 100-120 parliamentary sittings per year
to enhance legislative accountability and scrutiny.

About Proposed 100 Days Sitting in a Year:

Objective of the Proposal:

Seeks to ensure minimum working days (100-120 days) for Inspired by the General Purposes Committee (1955) and National
Parliament to strengthen deliberative functions and improve Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution (NCRWC,
governance accountability. 2002).




* Current Scenario of Parliamentary Sittings:

* No constitutional mandate for minimum sittings, only Article 85 and Article
174 mandate that Parliament and state legislatures must meet at least twice
a year.

 The 17th Lok Sabha (2019-2024) had the lowest full-term sitting (274
days) in Indian history.




United Kingdom (150-160 days), USA (133-140 days), Canada (130-
140 days) have higher parliamentary sittings ensuring robust debates

and scrutiny.

Legislative Powers with Respect to Sittings:

Article 85 & Article 174 of the Constitution

e Mandates that the gap between two sessions should not exceed six monthes,
but does not specify a minimum number of sittings.




International Laws Regarding
Deportation:

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR, 1948)

1. o Article 13: Right to freedom of movement but with state
sovereignty over immigration policies.

UN Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (1951)
2. o Prohibits deportation of individuals facing persecution in their

home country (non-refoulement principle).

& International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
e 3.  (ICCPR,1966)
{;Efﬁ % o Article 12: Protects against arbitrary expulsion and

guarantees fair legal proceedings.

1

{\. [
5'3 Tf 4, ViennaConvention on Consular Relations (1963)
{3

o Mandates prior notification to home countries before
deportation of their nationals.

Bilateral Agreements & U.S. Immigration Laws:
U.S. Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) governs
deportation for visa violations, illegal entry, and criminal
offenses.

S.
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 What is the key challenge in distinguishing between welfare and
freebies in politics?

- T A FeAorart At AR AFT A3t & @ e
F A AET Al 41 872

* A. No clear definition of freebies / Hrd ST H?TQ TUSC
qRATT 81 &
B. Welfare schemes always lead to economic growth / H TR
AFATe gA 1w gEfdr ard §
C. Freebies do not affect electoral outcomes / FITI-?I' ST EI?-I'I3°T
qROMAT F FHTRAT AT HIdl

D. All freebies are illegal under Indian law / aaft HFd FST=TT
HRAT Fleled & dgd HAT 3



 What is one of the negative effects of cash transfer schemes as
observed in India?

-m%ﬁmmmaﬁmwmqmwam
T 872

* A. They fail to stimulate market activity / @ TSR Ifafafer &
Ncarfed FA A e W@t § .
B. They increase tax revenue / @ & JTSIEd deTdl g
C. Theyé: always reduce fiscal deficit / @ §HRUT ISTHINIT ©IE I FHA
D. They%increase industrial investment / @ 3ﬁa3flﬁﬂ~7 faaer &\



 Why did Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh resign?
- AT & AEIHA! O, R g o sEdier Far fan?

* A. Due to pressure from opposition parties / Rueft gat & carg &
0T

B. FoIIowm a meeting with Union Home Minister Amit Shah / C D)
ai%flr-r ATE & HIT do & 15
Due to a Supreme Court order / ?I'Eﬁ'ﬂ' HIC & ATSA & HNOT
As

C
QD-? p:;;_t of an election campaign strategy / delld AT oA
™Y



 What major security measure was implemented after Singh’s
resignation?
- T & SIS & a1 FIT W T GI&T 39T o] fFar a=ar?

* A. High alert for security forces / qIat HT«lT & Pol'l!' 3Td Gdddl
B. Imposition of President’s Rule |mmed|ately / FITFI' TI'Vd'CIﬁ' RAMAA

CID@ER D
C. Suspensmn of all internet services / THY E'ET#E JA4an3tt &t

forerfaa #T fgar = .
D. Curfew imposed in the entire state / ‘13' IT A EFT%‘\ o fear

CIE ]



* Which major U.S. fighter jets will be showcased at Aero India 2025?

- T 3341 2025 A FiT ¥ yqW IANF a3 fAFAE yeida
fPT STEa?

* A, F-35, KC-135 Stratotanker, B-1 Bomber, F-16 / T%-35, &¥1-135
F&a%ar{ -1 dFaY, TH-16

B. Rafale, Su-30MKI, Tejas, F-22 / I, H—30Q‘H’3~T3TI'§ derd, Th-
22

C. C-17, MiG-29, Mirage-2000, Apache / @1-17, [A-29, fAITSI-
2000, 39T

D. F-22, F-35, Su-57, J-20 / T%-22, TH-35, ¥-57, T-20



 What was the significance of the newly detected radio jet from a
guasar?

« Toh FAMAY ¥ 1T @it T AT ST &1 #Aged F:AT UT?

* A. It was the largest ever observed from an early universe quasar / g
YRIAF JEATS & FARR § AT dF FT & d37 QT AT AT
B. It proved the existence of new galaxies / SHa1 F-l'%' THIREENAT &

a»‘r i ST AdfReT & gt
C. It conflrmed the presence of water in space / &t
% TreuR & qive A i
D. It showed that quasars do not emit radiation / 38T fe@mT &%
Farax fafeor scafea @8 Fa



 What constitutional right was reaffirmed by the Supreme Court
regarding arrests?

- A FIT o IRFIIRAT F gag & Fg s ReR i
qiee FI?

. A Right to be informed of the grounds of arrest / FRTFIRT & HRON
T T 91 &1 ATUFR
B. nght to remain silent during questioning / JSdro & R a9
{Eal & ATFR
C. Right to free legal aid / HFd Flelail TETTAT T HTAFR
D. Right to refuse police custody/"-lﬁﬂ' T & SIhR el I



e What is the role of the National Commission for Safai Karamcharis
(NCSK)?

» TSERT FEHTS HAANN ATANET (NCSK) T AT FAT 82

- A. Monitoring working conditions of sanitation workers / THTS
FAANRAT A P TAFAAT 1 ARG Fer

B. Conducting cleanliness awareness campaigns / ¥dT&dl SITevehdl
IHTRATT TATT

C. Providing financial aid to all municipal workers / a3ft SeaferaT
FAARAT 1 AT HerIar 9l H3er

D. Implementing Swachh Bharat Abhiyan policies / ¥d©& HRd
Ffrr &1 A A T3] AT



* Where was India’s largest solar cell manufacturing unit recently
inaugurated?

%ﬁmaﬁwwmﬁwmmﬁﬁwm
?
* A. Noida, Uttar Pradesh / @ITST, 3dT 9o

B. Pune, Maharashtra/tI'UT HETSC

C. Gangaikondan, Tamil Nadu / TS IS, H‘fﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂ'l‘s’
D. Gandhinagar, Gujarat/UTﬁﬁW LI RG]

e



 What does the proposed bill on parliamentary sittings aim to achieve?
« FUAT doHl W gFarfad Qdas #1 3527 F41 872
* A. Mandate a minimum of 100 days of parliamentary sittings per year
/ﬁﬁm100ﬁﬁﬁ£ﬂéﬁmﬂmm
B. Reduce the number of parliamentary sittings / AT S5 Y
HEJT ©H HIAT ‘
C. Make virtual parliamentary sessions permanent / TR qEET
Al & TURA dAT=T o
D. Allow MPs to vote remotely from their constituencies / GTHET &I

I9el fAaTae 8 ¥ qTT T & AJGIT Hlel T IFeTATT e



Word of the day

Canard:
a deliberately misleading fabrication; a false or
improbable account

Usa ge: The book should refute the old canard
that he is guilty.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/canardpro

nternational Phonetic
Alphabet: /kenaid/




Fun fact



80% of 's land is covered by

mountains,



The World’s Largest Residential Palace

* The Istana Nurul Iman, the Sultan’s palace, is the largest residential
palace in the world, with 1,788 rooms, 257 bathrooms, and a garage
for 110 cars.






e S e S5 8 i -

Learn with Bhunesh Sir

@LearnWithBhuneshSir - 30.8K subscribers - 53 videos

Hey folks, here | will discuss my life experiences, failures, entrepreneurship Journey, ...more

'_‘\ Subscribed v <View channel stats> ( @ )

Home Videos Shorts Live Playlists  Posts Q

T».l

{ b A§‘ ‘
¥ THROUGH (% ¢
ez ANIMATION @&,

Mahakumbh Mela: Reality of . Was 2024 The Worst Year For India? : Learn Western Ghats Through
2,00,000 Crore Revenue Generatio... | Complete Report Card... Animation by Bhunesh Sir
3.4K views * 1 day ago 3.1K views * 7 days ago 23K views * 1 year ago m

56 VPH @ AVPH  1.4x



Class24 -

@Class24 - 342K subscribers - 4.6K videos
32 Welcome to our channel, the ultimate resource for UPSC, SSC, State PCS, Railwa ...more

bit.ly/3JNNg90 and 6 more links

/\ Subscribed v CView channel stats> ( Q )

Home Videos Shorts Live Playlists  Posts Q

Popular Oldest
@ eera (T - 2025 &
(CHEMISTRY),

Group- D / NTPC / RPF-CONSTABLE-2025 @
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

UPSC | SSC | PSC | BANKING | RAILWAY

CURRENT

AFFAIRS ufxﬂect"’"
EXPP 200 o
e

CTED uussrmus@wCOMING NCERT ;i

25th JANSLIVE@10AM B aWith'memory Tricks
RRB GROUP D 2025 | Biology : 2 &3February 2025 Current Affairs : GROUP D/NTPC/RPF CONST2025| : Shocking Union Budget Changes in
Physics Chemistry | Top 200... | Current Affairs Today | Daily... General Knowledge Expected... 2025 by Bhunesh Sir
Scheduled for 2/8/25, 7:00 PM 1 waiting * Scheduled for 2/3/25, 8:00 AM 516 views + Streamed 23 hours ago 6.8K views ¢« Streamed 1 day ago

Notify me

Notify me



CURRENT weWs, COMPLETE

&5 GK/GS
RS g COURSE

@UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS _ s By Bhunesh Sir

9COMPLETE 2 YEARS (2023 + 2024) b o »
CURRENT AFFAIRS A @STATIC GK

@ COMPLETE NOTES (PDF) | S o 4 ZHISTORY

©360°'DEGREE EXAMS COVERED = il A 4Jan jar

on = A | | \ LECONOMICS
J 95 J/ ?499, / [@SCIENCE
offer Date / ‘

25826dan. ) CLASS24 L [F959/- T499/-

USECODE-BB50  caiLrorsuPPorT: +91-7414862047 USE CODE-B50




Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

s CELEED @

CURRENT
JRFAdda ) ”‘.fw AFFAIRS

- By Bhunesh Sir
We Are Online Learning - # UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS

¥ a
-Video ¢ -2000/- . .
Platform For UGC NET - BLn::-:A‘;’O‘O’I- ) A& COMTITE S YEARS (4024 ¥ 2013) “(v
po— - A « COMPLETE NOTES (POF)
and CSIR Exam \ - Hours - 700 WEDNESD! “360'DEGREE EXAMS COVERED

PYP-Last 5 Yrs \ISE CODE: —7998/- 2750/-) I
%  JRFAdda - Test - Unfimited gsC50 AL TON SUPRORT oW TaTEbe0ST Gse cooe -826
%F By Top Experts Enroliment Close (GEY 50% OFF )

Wednesday —

Current Affairs 2025 - o”
Batch

S Course Features

SSC SUPER 50 BATCH * Updated Syllabus Coverage
* Complete Roadmap
e Live + Recorded

SSC CGL B5 Selection
> ¢ Doubt Session
Batch

SSC CGL B4 Selection g:]
Batch

[cadige] £ Download on the
» Google Play ' App Store




Thank you
guys.




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Download class24 
	Slide 4: 10 MCQ
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54: Informing Accused Grounds of Arrest Constitutional Requirement 
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59: National Commission for Safai Karamcharis 
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63: India’s Single Largest Solar Cell Making Unit 
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66: Bill Proposing 100 days Parliamentary Sitting
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70
	Slide 71: Top 10 MCQ from the session 
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75
	Slide 76
	Slide 77
	Slide 78
	Slide 79
	Slide 80
	Slide 81
	Slide 82
	Slide 83: Fun fact
	Slide 84: 80% of _____'s land is covered by mountains,
	Slide 85: The World’s Largest Residential Palace 
	Slide 86
	Slide 87
	Slide 88
	Slide 89
	Slide 90
	Slide 91: Thank you guys.

