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e What doe\s the Mercalli Scale measure?
HPTOIT Tohel AT ATIAT &7

* A. Magnitude of earthquakes / Sﬁﬂr $r draar
B. Intensity of earthquakes based on after-effects / 3TFCI- gm &
YR 9T HT F clierar

C. Destruction caused by tsunamis / '\EIT-I'I#T QdRT E‘é‘ aané’r
D. Seismic activity under oceans / :Hemmfr & A W afafafer




* What technological capability do Sonobuoys provide?

JIASIT T Tl dehellehl &THAT USTed Hd g7

» A. Detection of submarines through acoustic signals / €dfaes dhal
& ATEIH ¥ YASfeadT HT T AT
B. Monitoring air pollution / qrg gyt C ) ﬁI?'ITI?ﬁ
C. Enhancing satellite communication /'@ﬂ?—l’l?»? AR & dGTell

gD.ErData collection for weather predictions / RIHH W F v
Hdg




 Who was recently appointed as the Chairman of ISRO and Secretary of
the Department of Space?

gt &1 & 3TU & 3regeT 3R 37aRer [Fumr & g & s &
fopa forgera fonam arar?

* A.S. Somanath / TH. HIHATY
B. V. Narayanan / dl. sTRTIOTeT
C. Rakesh Sharma / JTehel QTAT

D. K. Sivan / &. TRae



 What role did V. Narayanan play in the Chandrayaan missions?

JeTel TAST H dY. AR $I T {AhT A?

* A. Designed propulsion systems for Chandrayaan-2 and Chandrayaan-3

/ TeATeT-2 3R IgAT-3 F AT g yorrel fBamser i

B. Head of the spacecraft design team /ﬁﬁﬁﬂ qlel %3"3?{ a7 &
P r2EC]

C. Chief scientist for navigation systems / AT RATeH & &7
CETED N

D. Coordinated international collaborations/m G FI
TA-aY foram




* What is the purpose of the Maiya Samman Yojana in Jharkhand?

SIRES H AGAT TFATT TIolell FT 3662 FAT g7

* A. Provide financial assistance to women aged 18-50 / 18-50 AT qar
1 Afgemat F AT Te=ar vereT FIT
B. Promote girl child education / ST/t TSI T F@T ST

C. Provide healthcare benefits to rural women /UJ'Fﬂ'UT H‘%HTEHT I
EATEXY olTH YUGTlel hlddl

D. Empower self-help groups/Q—Tﬂi' S REGL '\‘m@ I JAFT FoATAT




* Which banks recentg;_xited the Net-Zero Banking Alliance (NZBA)?
8Tl 81 H &l & ﬁt-shﬂa‘fémm‘er(mzm)ﬁwg@?
* A. Citigroup and Bank of America / AT 3t 4 3% AR
B. Wells Fargo and HSBC / 3¢8 BRAT 31X Tl ’
C. Deutsche Bank and Standard Chartered / ST d&e 3R T2

qres
D. Barclays and JP Morgan / STchelol 3T A ATl



 What is the major limitation of legalizing MSP?

THTHYT I Flefell T Gol HT AT HHAT FIT 72

* A. High fiscal cost / 3= fa<iar omerd

B. Lack of public support / ATdeiiaies GHAT I ﬂvTﬁ
C. Opposition from international trade bodies / AW SATAR

fAsraT &1 faier , .
D. None of the above / 39UFd H & HIS sTol



* What are the major events planned by the Athletics Federation of India
in 20297
2029 # TYIfCHH B % SfAT @Rl AeTAldey HET

HIAShH FAT g7

* A. World Junior Championships, World Relays, and World Half
Marathon / d¢3 Hﬁ'ﬂ? A AIATAT, dos R 3T des g%

A

B. Asian Games and Olympics / E‘fﬂ'ﬂ%’ ad U3ﬁT Mﬁa;

C. Continental Cup and Global Track Meet / Flfeedcd HT IR
Tdled ¢ Hie . ’

D. None of the above / 39UFd H & HIg sTol




* What major myth about the Mughal Empire was recently debunked?

IS AT T FATSd Sl A7 7Y TAYS gTel 8 H TR
fehar aram?

* A. Mughals ruled all oflndla/m C tli' R 9T AMHT TohdT
B. Mughals introduced the caste system / ZFI?ﬁlT S SITfad STaedT ALK

Y
C. Mughals had no naval presence / Fﬁﬁﬁ Y AT FI?[

D. Mughals abolished local governance/iFMTvl’f A TALT A &Y
HHATCT Y fear
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“Comparison

is the thief of Comparisorj s the
joy thiek of jouy.

.”— Theodore Roosevelt .
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BILATERAL RELATIONS

‘India ready to aid
Maldives defence’

NEWS » PAGE 4

T

& G

oM A RAMPAGE

Thousands
flee wil

in Los Angeles

WORLD » PAGE 14

DIASPORA SUMMIT
Jaishankar kicks
off youth event
NEWS » PAGE &

s struggling to
spruce up own income

AUSTRALIAN OPEN
Sinner and Sabalenka

Modi launches

projects worth
2 lakh cr. in AP.

VESAKIAPATNAM
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday virtually

taunched projects worth over
22 lakh crore in

6 Killed, 20 injured in
stampede at Tirupati

Thousands of

le had gathered to collect tickets for temple festival tomorrow: Chief Minister

Naidu expresses shock over the incident and directs action against TTD emplovees found guilty

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUMALA

ix persons were
killed and more than
20 critically injured
i & searpede ax Tinupas
late on

in what was his first visit to
Andhra Pradesh after assuming
the office of Prime Minister for
the third consecutive term in
2024 » PAGE 2

ENNAT
The Tarmd Nadu police will
hawe no mercy for the accused
In the Anna University sexust

vening
as p Jjostled fnr cickess
for the Vatkunta
Semibal ‘At the  Tikmnala
on  Friday, the
Chalrman of the Tirumala
Tirupat asthanams
Trust Board, HR. Naidu,
said.

The TTD had set up
around 90 counters at va-
rlous locations in Tirupati
and announced that tickets
would be made svafisble
from S a.m. on Thurs.

announcement dlew
e of thousands of peo-
ple. eager to ensure their

pbce for darshan.
r. the over-

whelming crowd at the
gounters. inluding Vishou

Rush for darshan: People gathered near 3 ticket counter at Vishrm Rivasam,

injured were
b o sovernment-
sri

R i Dar s Prashice”
rini, led to chaos as the ar-
rangements were report-
edly

run

narain Rula Hospital ior

wreatment.  Authorities

have yet to confirm the
of the

not e
police had a tough dme
controlling the crowd.

and the injured.
Andhra Pradesh Chief

Data Rules set to be rolled
out by mid-2025: Vaishnaw

oo ” The Lw has been drafted ina
= way to ensure the functioning

stonomy of the board

NEW DELHI

The Union government is

Union Minister of Electron-
ics and Information Tech-
nology Ashwini Vaishnaw
has said.

“The consultations so
far_have been extensive.
and people are by and
large okay with the provi-
slans. Mr. Vaishnaw said

lusive interview
Wich The Hindu on Wed.
nesda)- “t don't see two

Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu expressed shock ov-
in-

against the employees res-
ponsible for the incident.

com-
ing 1n the final notificacion
beyond some tweaks
While large

prepared to comply quick-
Iy with most of the Rules,
Mr. Vaishnaw said that a
maxim

tain categories of data fidu-

ciaries some more time to
prepare for the full imple-
mentation of the Digital

Data_Protection
(DPDP) Act, 2023, which
the Rules seek to opera-
tonalise. The

The consultations so far
have been ¢ v

e by
okay with the provisions

pmnu nder the IT Rules,

ise. sovernment
sta-
keholder the On
draft until February 18. turing, Mr. Vaishnaw said,
“The law has been draft-  “We are working on a pro-

edin a way to ensure the

gamme or promoting

e Personal Data b
tection Board of India,” Mr.
Vaishnaw said. adding that
the implementation of the
Act would be al in na-
ture. The same appro:

has been followed in at

and mpo-
nent rnanufacturlng 'in our
country”, adding to exist-
ing schemes for IT hard-
ware and semiconductors.

FULL INTERVIEW OM
»PAGES

Ernakastam Central police. He
was taken into custody
cutside his farmhouse in
Wayanad on Wednesday and
was brought to the Central
station. » PAGE 3

APP, BJP spar
over on
govt. residences

NEW DELEI
The political Seud over

opulence continued in Dethi on
Wednesday, with AP and BIP

Narendra Modi's residence ‘Raj
Mahal’ 3 PAGE 5

Vikram Misri
meets Taliban’s

Winter chill

Rowing on

Boat on 3 stream near Srnsgar on 3 cold winker Morming oo Wednesday. MRAN NISSAR

Gold googly
bamboozles

import data

NEW DELHI

1n what may constiture the

dia’s import bill for Novemn-

Commerce Ministry
month, led by a sharp $5
billion ard revision
in gold tmports.

The overall import bill
for the first eight months of
2024-25, which was reck-

o have grown 8.35%
ar $486.73 billion.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 12

1 body retrieved
from Assam mine

Despite efforts by multiple
rescue agencies and a re-

No report of any unusual outbreak pattern
of HMPV in China right now, says WHO

NEW DELHI

“The World Health Organi-
zation is in contact with
Chirieae  Losli- ofcila

s not received any
repon_s of unusual out-
break partesns,
disease outbreak re

i
The WHO said the Chi-
nese

“Foreign

NEW DELEI
Marking the highest outreach
with Afghaniszan's Talibar

Minister’ Mawlawi Amir Khan
M

that their healthcare sys-

Prepared: The Ahmedabiad Chil Hospital has opened male

Stayi
and famase wards to isolate HMPV patients. P71

dates as needed.” it said.
data

tem was not
that there had been no

respiratory ML
t global, regional,
and country levels through
collaborative surveillance
systems, and provides up-

by unna, covering the pe-
up to December 29,

na, has increased.

The WHO sald that
though there had been an
increase In respiratory
it

northern uvinaes o chi:

had been within the range
Speceed for this tme of
the ye. the north-
ern hemisphere wineer.

In China. influenza is

Iy detected respiratory
.ns currently affect-
ing people with acute res-

sion in China, particularly
HMPV, including sugges-
tions of hospitals being

“HMPV is a common

resplratory virus found to

circulate in many

tries in winter lhrough w©
Ihough

China has an esta-
blished sennnd surveil-
or influenza-

spring. all  acute respiratory infec-
Coumirics routinely test (SARD, including
and data on tre: HMPV, and conducts rou-
in HMPV. While some cas-  tine virological surveil-
es can be hospitalised with  lance for common respira-

or tory with

HMPV have mild

.~ the report further

edt that there had

been Intemational incerest

in a potental increase of
virus

among the most

detailed reports published
the Chinese
Center for Disease Control
and

motely s
vehicle, no ©
been found of the other

t miners e

than 48 hours.
Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma sa.

dne:
ing. “The body rec
e Daan Ientied a5 that
of Ganga
from Udayapur district in

Meanwmle. the
ruled North Cachar Hills
Autonomous i

ry data for HMPV is not
available routinely from all
countries, WHO said,

IS THE WORLD READYT
» PAGE 15

multiple

cal.
Overnight rains did not

Assam, on

affect the rescue opera-

er in
300-toot pit slowed pro.
gress. The mine, one of
Several rat-holes in the 3
Kilo area, is about 30 km
from Umrangso, the near-
est police station.
esterday [Tuesdayl,
the water was very murky
d quite acidic, 50 noth-

Force and Army person-
to retrieve
the body. The remately op-
erated vehicle from the Na-
vy conducted a round of
the shaft, utilising its pho-
tography and sonar capa-
bilities, but found nothing
else,” Mr. Singh
An

Disaster Response Force
have also deployed such
dewatering pumps at the

mine
Debolal Gorlosa, the
Chief Executive Member of
North Cachar Hills Au-
tonomous Council, has
been under fire for alleged-
Iy allowing illegal coal min-
ing operations in the area.
The BJP rules the council,
which encompasses the Di-
ma Hasao district.




Data Rules set to be rolled
out by mid-2025: Vaishnaw

Varghese K. George

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The Union government is
aiming at finalising and
notifying the Digital Perso-
nal Data Protection Rules,
currently in a draft state,
by the middle of the year,
Union Minister of Electron-
ics and Information Tech-
nology Ashwini Vaishnaw
has said.

“The consultations so
far have been extensive,
and people are by and
large okay with the provi-
sions,” Mr. Vaishnaw said
in an exclusive interview
with The Hindu on Wed-
nesday. “I don’t see too
many amendments com-
ing in the final notification
beyond some tweaks.”

While large firms are
prepared to comply quick-
ly with most of the Rules,
Mr. Vaishnaw said that a
maximum of two years are
being given for implemen-
tation. This will allow cer-
tain categories of data fidu-

The law has been drafted in a
way to ensure the functioning
and autonomy of the board

ciaries some more time to
prepare for the full imple-
mentation of the Digital
Personal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act, 2023, which
the Rules seek to opera-
tionalise. The government
is currently accepting sta-
keholder comments on the
draft until February 18.
“The law has been draft-
ed in a way to ensure the
functioning and autonomy
of the Personal Data Pro-
tection Board of India,” Mr.
Vaishnaw said, adding that
the implementation of the
Act would be digital in na-
ture. The same approach
has been followed in at

. 00

and people are by and large
okay with the provisions
ASHWINI VAISHNAW

The consultations so far
have been extensive,

Union Minister of Electronics
4 and Information Technology

least one other institution:
the Grievance Appellate
Committee, which deals
with social media com-
plaints under the IT Rules,
2021.

Promoting components
On electronics manufac-
turing, Mr. Vaishnaw said,
“We are working on a pro-
gramme for promoting
and incentivising compo-
nent manufacturing in our
country”, adding to exist-
ing schemes for IT hard-
ware and semiconductors.

FULL INTERVIEW ON
» PAGE 5



e Overview

* The Union Government is finalizing the Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Rules, 2023, expected to be implemented by mid-

2025.

- the, TR Bfoee safFaera ser avator et (DPDP), 2023 =1
HAH T ¢ T &, 58 2025 & ALY deh oF] el hI

ATSTelT &




 Consultation Process

* Extensive consultations have been conducted, and the majority of

stakeholders have expressed agreement with the provisions.

« SYTYF T

AY ThU 7

T g, 3R 3T

R gAld sIad $T gl

 Stakeholder feedback on the draft rules is being accepted until
February 18, 2025.

» FEIET fAIAT WX 18 ®adl 2025 dF BTdURST § g

o 3§ &

9T gy

\

3P T Y

dd]

Gl

g foIT




* Implementation Timeline

* A maximum of two years will be given for full compliance, especially
for certain categories of data fiduciaries.

+ HT ST TI&THI & felv quT 3779
&1 gaT fear smuam|

T & T ™ sad ay

 Large firms are already prepared to comply with most of the rules.

- 991 FufAAT JTAHRN AT & eqareled & T gger & &

IR &

¢l



* Provisions of the Law

* Ensures the functioning and autonomy of the Personal Data Protection
Board of India.

« HRA & ITFIITd 22T HIETUT S5 & ol 3 Taraadr &l
AT HIT &

* Digital implementation of the Act is planned, similar to other institutions
like the Grievance Appellate Committee under the IT Rules, 2021.

« ATATATA T TSTACHROT ey fohar SITeem, St o 1T 93,
2021 & g Riwra srdter wiAfa & gam g




1.Focus on Electronics
Manufacturing
1. Promotes local manufacturing of

electronic components, IT hardware,
and semiconductors

2. Sold¢iieleh geal, ITgIEadaT 3R
co Fen?hzr ﬁvﬁw Co)
gerar fear S|




Historical Context

The DPDP Act, 2023, aligns India’s data protection framework with global standards like the EU’s
GDPR.

DPDP f8TAIH, 2023, AR o 3l TI&TUT G &l EU S GDPR AT dfaeh AT &

3eT®T FATCT B

Political Implications

Enhances user data privacy while fostering trust in India’s digital economy.

Wgﬁr?ﬂwaﬁdﬁddd AT & 3 IRT fr RBfoea 3rdcgaear # 9ag
derdr ¢

Ensures accountability among corporations and strengthens citizen rights over personal data.

famAT 7 STarecEr ARTT FAT § 3R IFAINT ST W AR & IFTARRT H

HSIST T §
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States

sence used in the prepara-
tion of cakes.

The three — Nagaraju,
36, Madesha, 32, and Ra-

mesh, 28, — died at KR.
Hospital, where they were
under; treatment, ac-
cording to Chief Superin-
tendent of Mysuru Central
Ramesh. They

were deployed In the bak-
ery unit of the prison and
reportedly consumed
essenc i the prepa-
ration of cake on Decem-
ber 24. A complaint has
been registered at the juris-
dictional Mandi pohce sta-
tion about the deaths.

court was hea

NEW DELEI

he Supreme Court
T o iy

orally said the Un-
lon

dams and ensure thelr safe
functioning.

A threejudge Bench
headed

. ln-
chuding the constitution of
a National Committee on
Dam Safety. ~Despite Par-

seeking loweril

Il
Safety check: Supreme Court-appointed monitoring committee
members inspect Mullaperiyar dam in Kerals, on June 13, 2024,

liament having passed this
Act, we are that the
Executive is yet to wake up
rmm i shmboes Jislce
nkar Datta. on
Bench writh. Justice Ujjxl

Bhuyan, remarked.

The court was hearing a
peition filed by advocate-
petitioner Mathews Ne-
dumpara, who submitted
that a breach at the 129-

yearold limestone-and-
Surkhi buile Mullaperiyar
dam may the
deattis of lakhs of people
spread across five town-
shlps The Lwyer sought &

Union govt. yet to wake up from its
slumber on Dam Safety Act, says SC

Toj of the permissible water level at Mullaperiyar dam: it says Centre has not fully
implemented the 2021 law tu prevent disasters related to dams: court issues notice to Centre and posts it for January 22

Xerala, claimed.

However, Tamil Nadu,
represented by senior ad-
vocate V. Krishnamurthy.
informed the Bench that

water level at l\lul]apeﬂyar
120 fr.

the National Dam Safety
NDSA)  was

fore the constitution of the
Natsonal C

in the years between 2021
and 2025... The Centre did
nothing on the basis of this
Act,” senlor advocate Jai-
deep Gupta, appearing for

The Supreme Court is-
sued notice to the Centre
and the NDSA and directed
a copy of petition to be
sent to Artorney-General R
Venkataramani and posted
the matter for January 22.

Chennai Metro Rail
to provide roofing
in elevated stations

CHENNAL

Every time i rains, wheth-
er a heavy downpour or
mild  shower,

spills over onto the plat-
form, making It slippery

has an
operational network of 54-

points, and platforms, pas-
sengers are facing difficul-
ty walking when it rains.
Ragavan, a regular user
of metro, said, “As such,

the station flooring in the
platforms is quite slippery
and the swuation gets
further exacerbated dur-
ing rain. We have to walk
carefully. So, if the authori-
ties are providing roofing,
then i is a welcome move.~

officials, in
stations ke Guindy, Nan:

there is no A
toughened and alumi-
nium louvers.

assengers have told us

lasue persists

and will complete it on

priority. We hope 1o com-

plete the work in Phase I

Retwor:. i & couple of
months,” an official said_

Businessman arrested on
actor’s complaint in Kerala

xocH!

The Kochi Cky police an
‘ednesday eveni

actor with ¢
Central police.

The arrest came within
24 _hours after the actor
lodged the complaint on

=

Boby Chemmanus

brought to the Central sta-

tion around 7 p.m.

The police have bo oked
under non-bal

him before the magistrate
on Thursday.

The actor, in her com-
plaint, accused him of re-
peatedly making sexually

She had also given the pol-
evidence to
prove her accusations. She
rsonally spoken to
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan demanding action.
Shortly after he was ta-
ken into custody. the actor
took to social media to
thank the Chief Minister
and the Kerala Police.

HC says commenting
on woman’s body is
sexual harassment

ko<l

The Kerala High Court has
held that comments by a
man on a woman's body
constitute a sexually co-
loured remark and that
amount to an offence of
sexual

seeking to quash a case re-
gistered the

alleged that he
had been soxusth ly harass-
ing her since 2013 and had
used wulgar language

against her in 2013 and

Justice A. Badharudeen

Electricity Board in Ahuva

e and Toie calls.

fences alleged against him.

BENGALURU

Six Maotsts, who were ac-
tive in Karnataka, surren-
Gered before Chief Mints-
ter Siddaramaiah here on

saying that the

(ANF). Only one known
Maolst activiss, who quit

A group of Macists

Six Maoists surrender before
Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah

and Deputy CM DX Shivakumar in Sengaluru on Wednesday. #T

the

Maoists,
Litha, Teader of the geoup

in the State, handed over
her olive green unifc

and recefved a copy of the
Constitution from the Mr.
Siddaramaiah.

Makaravilakku preparations
in full swing at Sabarimala

With only  few days remaining for the

are i full

swing at Sabartimain th Camre e sty
conduct. The festival will be celebrated on

January 1. Path. tta

Collector S

on
Makaravilakku viewing pomms. including Laha
ah

\Ilesl

East, and

Pampa Hilltop. Efforts are under way to provide
dr water, tollet factlities, and adequate
street lighting In coordination with local bodies.

Senior IAS officer

ars

before ACB in Formula E case

Senior 1AS ofﬁoer Arvind Kumar, former specl.'ll
chief

Urban

Development (MALID), appeared ey

the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) headquarters

in Banjara Hills, Hyderabad,

. on Wednesday for

guizzing in connection with alleged financial
=P -

race in ]-ebruary 2023. Meanwhile, lom)er ch £
engineer of Hyderabad Mesropolitan

Development Authority, B.L.N.

before the Enforcement
registered by the agency.

Reddy, appeared

Directorate over the case

Cool home

Weaver's web: A spicer web glistersrg with devwd

2 drop in temperature on Wednesday. K

s iR

POCSO case against
Yediyurappa: victim’s
brother seeks justice

Shrevas
BENGALURU

Upset over the case related

B.S. Yediyurappa to quash
the chargesheet

e
edly sexually assaulting =
T-year-old girl on February
2,72024, at his residence.
The case was later trans-
ferred o the Crimimal In-

Department

(CID), which chargeshees-
£d Mr. Yediyurappa in June

Following this, the form-
er Chief Minister filed a

uly 202

Nagesh, counsel for
The accsed 1s yot to con.
clude his arguments in the

In a five-minute video
titled ‘Need for Justice”
posted on social media,
the brother said he had ta-
ken to social media with
deep sorrow as his family
was rgoing  difficult

o take the case
seriously. 1 urge the Chief
Minister Deputy Chief

for my family,” he sasd.

British changed place
names to destroy the
Telugu culture: Naidu

HC suspends CPI(M) activists’
sentence in Perive murder

A Division Bench of v.he Kerala High Court on
suspen:

Wedne:

e of five years'

Former Vice-President MA
Venkalah Naidu said
Wednesday that the Britich

P * 4
M. Venkaiah Naldu

simple lmpnsomnem given to CPIOV) leader K.V. inaugurated the two-
Kunhiraman and three others by the Ermalalam day Prapamha TelupiMa-  the Bricdsh. We should
CBI Special Court for ur by

activists Sarath Lal Plc.andl(.rkpesha! Periye in

each with two solvent sureties each for the like

at
stitute of Engineering ‘and
Technology (G

ing, he said. “In the future,

as Ra-

sum to the of the
on con: that they shall deposit the fine should not be called
of 210,000 each awarded by the CBI court. jahmundry as insisted by

cm

calling it
Rajamahendravaram™.

He advocated that peo-
ple of the Telugu States
should not vote for the can-
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The three-day event will

hold 3-day Flamingo Festival

Wingiod vistvors: A shmilar flamings
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A.P. set to hold 3-day Flamingo Festival

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUPATI

The much-awaited ‘Flam-
ingo Festival 2025’ is all set
to be conducted at Sullur-
peta in Tirupati district of
Andhra Pradesh from Janu-
ary 18 to 20.

Expectations are high
among nature lovers and
birdwatchers as the fest
was last conducted in
2020. Over 200 varieties of
birds are expected to fly to
this region during this sea-
son. Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu has already in-
formed the district admi-
nistration to conduct the
event on the lines of a State
festival.

The three-day event will

Winged visitors: A similar flamingo festival was conducted at
Sullurpeta in 2020. NAGARA GOPAL

be spread across five loca-
tions including Nelapattu,
B.V. Palem, Atakanithippa,
Sri City and Sullurpeta. Ac-
cording to Tirupati district
Collector S. Venkateswar, a
three-day session will be
conducted on eco-friendly
biodiversity at Sri City, bird

watching spots at Nelapat-
tu and Atakanithippa, and
boating facility at B.V. Pa-
lem as a tourist attraction.
Stalls will be set up at
the Government Junior
College campus at Sullur-
peta, where cultural pro-
grammes will be conduct-

ed. The government has
developed infrastructure
facilities by integrating it
with Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme.

Local residents will be
prioritised at the festival,
Mr. Venkateswar asserted,
hinting that the problems
faced by the residents of
the eco-sensitive zone will
be addressed, within the
purview of the law.

While inspecting the site
along with Sullurpeta MLA
Nelavala Vijayasri, Region-
al Director (Tourism) Ra-
mana Prasad, DFO (Wil-
dlife) Radhika and District
Tourism Officer Janardhan
Reddy on Tuesday, he di-
rected the officials to make
the event a successful one.
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* A.P. Set to Host 3-Day Flamingo Festival
in January 2025

* Overview

* The much-awaited Flamingo Festival
2025 will be held at Sullurpeta, in
Tirupati district, Andhra Pradesh, from
January 18 to 20, 2025.

e 2025 FT FATAI BRead 18 T 20

STl deh 3T 9eRr & faeafa forer
3 el A AR B e .




e Attraction for Birdwatchers

* Over 200 species of birds, including flamingos, are expected to
migrate to the region during the season.

« SETHIT 200 YR & Uafl, [Setd walfAan off enfAer g, AlaA
& STl 39 &9 H 3o I GHEAT &

e The event will cater to nature lovers and bird enthusiasts.

+ gg AT hid SfAAr 3R 9aft 9fAar & fov @ ghem




* Locations and Activities

* The event will span across five locations:
* Nelapattu, B.V. Palem, Atakanithippa, Sri City, and Sullurpeta.

« 3c0d 9T TN #H AT g
- Aemgeg, Al graH, IeHAfacar, st A, iR gerder)

* Eco-friendly biodiversity sessions and birdwatching will be conducted at Sri City and other
locations.

- At R 3N 3T TuE W AR & 3ejgd sig fafaerdr @ 3R galr raeis
foraT SITTa|

* Boating facilities at B.V. Palem will attract tourists.

- It g A Sl fagR S giawr qdeent S N HE




e The government has integrated MGNREGA to improve infrastructure facilities for the festival.
e TihR o 3cad %%@gﬁﬂﬁﬁgﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁtﬂﬂﬁﬂuﬁmm &l 39T T &

e Local residents will be prioritized, addressing concerns of eco-sensitive zones.

o TYT 1@t o wafAerar & Jrweh, 33 gaTaiur-gacaaeiier &3 i gaEam3a
T FATHTT Tohar ATTT|

e Stalls showcasing cultural activities will be set up at Sullurpeta Government Junior College.

o oI TFeiAT AT Fidsr H HEpideh HRAHAN & oIU Fiel @MU ST




* Historical Context
* The Flamingo Festival is a biennial event previously held in 2020.

» FATHIT thiTcad Ueh gladi¥e 3rAe g, o ggel 2020 #

AT foar arar oy
* Geographical Significance

 Sullurpeta and Nelapattu Bird Sanctuary are part of the Pulicat Lake
ecosystem, an important site for migratory birds.

Q:I?—ITQ'C'I}ﬁ{ Acgee Uall AR qfaee e qifEufasdr
F1 fewar &, S Yo ufardt & fow FAgcaqet TUe g
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Filmmaker and poet Pritish
Nandy passes away at 73

Poes, painter, film producer and forme:

pai

nrarian Pritish N
on Wednesday.

awlyalTJ

passed
“Actor Amupars Kher pad tHbute

ina past on X, (all.lqg)mr Mprady i Eonrleas netiet

source of st

a b during his strugeling
Years. A noted magarine edior and lerary
voice, Mr. Nandy established his prodisction

banner, Pritish Naj
1990s. Nandy was ghven
hstions

Nandy Communications, in the
the Padma Shri in 1977
to Indian literature. He also

Ka
ks survived by his wife, Rina, and
ngita.

children Kushan, Ishita and Rai

ISRO delays satellite docking

experiment again,

citing drift

non-visibi

SpaDix was supposed to take
Thursday. “While making a manceure
tween satellites the drift was

Stay
updates,” 15RO sakd in 2 post on ‘X on
\Mzdnesday This i the seeond time in two days

that the 1SRO

postponed the

BHUBANES WaR
mdia is  progressing
within a democratic
framework balancing

of tech.

External Affairs Minister 5.

Jaishankar at the Youth
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PED) in Bhubaneswar on
Wednesday.

“We are today well on
the way to address long-
standing  challenges  to
bulld 2 modern,
and  progress
‘Our guest is unigue
«cause the largest nation in
the world is developing in
thar manner in a demo<rat-
ic framework. The mantra
of that journey ks o ad-
vance, as Prime Minister
Narentra Modi says, on the
‘two legs of technology and
‘tradition,” Mr. Jaishankar
remarked

The youth of the coun-
try can be the defining Eac-
tor in the pace of that en-
deavour the
realisation of the goals, he
added.

nr Modi is scheduled to
Inaugurate the PED on
Thursday.

Jaishankar said,

India balancing on twin pillars of
technology, tradition: Jaishankar

At the Youth Pravasi Bhara

ot is unigque because development is

Exbornal Affairs inister S. Jaishankar, Sparts Minister Marukd ardaya, ‘Oatisha EMMohan Majhi s

Minister of Ssate for External Affairs

stating that the thought
behind a Youth
PBO was to recognise the

special contribution that
young minds make, at
home and Mr.

when so many key de

lopments in the world are
shaped by this youn-

gel Eeneration — whethe:

“The very country thar
was predicted te o under
enided up supplying vac
cines and medicines to the
b e i forent
but equally telling example
ks what we see in the realm
of space, where there is a
growing competician {nter:
narional Our an-
rayaan.s landing, the Adi

tions,” the Union Minister
akd

“in a digital era, the
scale of LJ’J [ransmlnns

di, Atal Tinkering
hackathons, green hydro-
gen mission and nano-fer-
tilizers,” e said

Guest of honour Dew
Pragad, a person of Indian
origin and chief executive
officer of Newsweek, narr:

hased on a democratic framework; he landed the youth, at home and abroad., for contribution to innovations inevery sector

ed how diligent effore had
enabled a turnaround of
the Armerican media or-

ICMR gets
low-cost tech
to detect iron
deficiency

NEW DELHI

ganisation that he helms. cheaply assess bon defi-

ciency, has been trans-

In focus ferred to the Indlan Coun-

et Chic? mitmiseer nio- | o Medical Research
han Charan Majhi took the | (CME) for ttegration into

it= 3 for anae-

@
the Stase’s strengsh in min-

eral resources, tourlsm
and human 5.

~While Odisha’s past is

Mr. Jaishankar focused on
the 3Ts —
v, and Tour!
cal drivers of Odisha'’s
o,

lauded the State's
rich natiral and culisal
advaneages, which posl.
ton it as a Dhsl
trade. 5 Tertie gound for
technological mnovation,
and a prember tourism des-
tination.

women's
B, and marernal and
«chikd by

A lelss by Cor-
nell University said that
AnemiaPhone would ena-
ble access to rapid screen-
ing, and dlagnosis of iron
deficlency at the point of

ed

tron deficiency is a lead-
ing cause anaemis,
which affects 50% to 70%
of pregnant women in
Incia

The technology requires
a small finger stick, a drop

phone, wireless tablet
or comput, Healthcare
workers can interpret the
test and provide gusdance,
triage and referral, or in-
‘tervention on the spot.

Centre’s decision to abolish
post of Adviser to Chandigarh
Union Territory sparks a row

asudeva
CHAMDIGARH

Palitical controversy erupt

in the Punjab Assembly

aurocratic move to re-

serled lssue, commited

Cabinet as well as by both

Prioritise studies on
oilseeds, rice, pulses
hybrids, says official

The Hindu Burean
WEW DELHL

Endorsing the use of hy-

the Boueen o(

lbrid seeds to increase crop
¥ d reduce im-

fon_government i dasjgna‘le the C

T} Adviser as
post of the Adviser 1o the Lﬂnels-e(le[aly This delitx-
Union Territory Chandi  era Punjab’s
Earh Ad rightful claim over Chandi-

ary 3 by the Union Ministry

mawve an as-
sault on Punjabs rlg]nﬁll

LT, Admingstrazor
“Chief Secretary, UT.
Chan r

Alleging that “the decl-
slon has come e ac-
tive collusion of the AAP
mowernment im Punjab®,
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)

dumofsenl.e'memm Pun-
Jab in puly 19
'Tha ALP unit of Punjab
also opposed the Centre's
decision, saying © ci-
sion exposes the antl-Pun-
jab attitude of the Union

Chief Secretary is meant
for a Stare. Chandigarh is
not a State, nor does it
have a Chief Minister. Then

nci-
pal Secresary to the Prime
Minister P.K. Mishra said
here on Wednesday that
hybrid research has to pro-
duce preducts that have

higher productivity than
ope: seed
varleties.

maugurating & three-

day mational symposism
on hybrid technology for
enhanced crop productivi-
1y, Dr. Mishra gave the ex-
amples of rice. pulses and
oilseeds, and said they

need high priority in hy-
i research.

“We need to bring hy-
brid pigeon pea to market
and scale it up. This will
Mlpm bridging ibility

ap in pulses. imilarly, in

e should i

PM's Principal

Simultaneous elections: MPs
on House commiittee seek
more time for deliberations

Secretary san brid dinate to the national
MEW DELHIL lature.

" » several members ques-

h!-—ﬂm-lhk—‘ﬂlhul e o At the frs mesting ofthe  toned the governments

mittee on two Bills on con- ous polls are Dettzrﬁ:w(he

ducting simul polls [

for the country,” he said. on Wednesday, Opposition  sources, Lok Sabha mem-

‘The senior bureancrar | members argued that the  ber and & leader

said hybrids have to b= 3 | panel should be grven ai  Priyanka Gandhi  Vadra

fordable to smallholder
farmers. “If research can
make farmers save hybrid
seeds from one seascn o
ancther season withour

ing heterosis, as they do
with open-pollinated
crops, It would be a grear
scientific contribution to

He said the percentage
weor]

scope and scale of delter.
ations required.
T

said all the studies quoted
by former President Ham
Nath Kovind-led high-level
committes 1o cl

next session of P:
which is likely to begin on
january 1, leaving It with
three weeks of time.
The meeting began with
a presentation by the Un-
fon Ministry of Law and
Justice on the provisions of

era.

answers
T o Berene perspec-

Law Ministry to give an ex-
act estimate of the jump
expectad in per capita GDP
with simultaneous pol

lation in a
-party polity such ax

for the remainder of the
five- period. Doesn't
this dilute the mandate of

snment

the
woters rake such a govern-
ment serious

The Opposition mem-
bers contested the justifi-
cation thar frequent elec

claim over Chandigarh, presiden: Subhibir Singh  the decision. said party Clseeds 100, of workforce dependent | trine of thve, BIP MP raj tons lead to  policy
nior Congress leader and al =aid the transtor of “Person Neel Ghrg i | crease productvity using  om sericultare st sta since they sought to make  and Shiv Sena (Shinde) MP  paralysis and deloy deci-
R il e ol oets R o o o e s here. hybrids. This is a prierity  as . the State legisliture subar-  Srikant Shinde wanted the i the government.
ocw salve this pusde anline, (o} SUDOKLU FAITH
THEARES BWERE+ 14378 sypmizzoi. 288 =
oot oy Aen = 4 83 Andal shows the way
i " - T i T i 16 seusr mnkrtodn sfence - Anslly becs feless io) When Vishnu manifested as Varsha and rescued Bhoo De-
19 Hew Lo e is fram C‘"-’"Sm"& = - + 6 3 7 -+ vi from the clutches of Hiranyaksha, She conrinses to re-
g S'“’ﬁmp‘;"“""ﬂ :“ "ddF‘“'"' =) 1 4 g sad and Lnjl)(med Varaha that as long as their chil-
entilates sfter a time delay | dren (m: mained  mpri:
25  State s subject in the beganning (7) 1 8 rakshasas (five ]ndll)as} they would never attain
27 ioak biehind time with & singularly crazy boss... (3,6) o, ruua) St ess vty e Al Pt o that, spocial
26 e to having ra name 15) 6 9 T Iy in Kali Yisga. devotees would need far simpler but effec-
29 Studies invohing standard sflocation for wars and tive methods of reaching God. He suggests She appear o
conficts (14) 5 8 earth and guide them in an easy manner. She appeared as
a divine child in Srivillipustur in the Tamil month of Aadl
2 Subject of Britain and weather, cne en cne (3) 4 6 2 under rl‘:je N:r&;\mmils;e:"reh bh:zh'?l;;ds;rden'a:i
3 Flay ball - its essentially entertainment (5] | e T we
4 Fruit- Asgentine bananas? {3} nough to fdch Famuikrisbuan
o o i th fthe s 5|23 i special discourse on BV, Vasudecan, The Hirdu's Fait,
5 Remove top of the metal, push in the centre of the bone al7 e ]
Ed Periazhwar named her as Goda, with "Go” referring to
8 Being suasve ahout leaving part cutside frame (s) #  eanth (since she came from it). 'Go” also refers to milch
7 Sornething to est in Madurai, Tammadu {5} CIFFICULTY FATING: S e cons anid she gave the milk of knowledie (gaana) t count.
B Timeta 13,43 less devetees,
Sotusinnt s sudsku
9 Break bread with the first guest who comes in Harry (6) Goda. she was devoted to God and adormned herself
15 Brief season i what = nesded still () 315.8 3 8 2| with the garland made for Perumal before submirting it
Acroes 17 I camera’ arrangement - a Yankes abjects |3} (=] |2 9 8B When periazhwar discovered this and put away the offer
1 Fantastic in space 5 18 “An bomage o 8 Democrat” - speech fallows (3) 2197 513! ing, ing, a displeased Gad asked him to bring Him Andal's gar-
. 18 Disorderty in secommodating ail our taf leaders (7) 71811 326 Goda became Andal, had won over Perumal
coammodation in & countey revisited {5} 3
¥ 21 Spray box over emply garage (€1 625 284 "'““*"."‘""}‘“"“““0“- .
13 5 seores canar cut ot 19 pry ety garag e
u ' i e . a Z511 she disseminated gnana by the dmple methodology of
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ICMR gets
low-cost tech
to detect iron
deficiency

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

AnemiaPhone, a technolo-
gy developed by Cornell
University researchers to
accurately, quickly, and
cheaply assess iron defi-
ciency, has been trans-
ferred to the Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research
(ICMR) for integration into
its programmes for anae-
mia alleviation, women’s
health, and maternal and
child health.

A release issued by Cor-
nell University said that
AnemiaPhone would ena-
ble access to rapid screen-
ing, and diagnosis of iron
deficiency at the point of
need.

Iron deficiency is a lead-
ing cause of anaemia,
which affects 50% to 70%
of pregnant women in
India.

The technology requires
a small finger stick, a drop
of blood on a test strip si-
milar to a COVID-19 home
test, and a few minutes for
the reader to assess. The
information is uploaded to
a clinical database via mo-
bile phone, wireless tablet
or computer. Healthcare
workers can interpret the
test and provide guidance,
triage and referral, or in-
tervention on the spot.



* ICMR Adopts Low-Cost Technology to Detect Iron Deficiency
* Overview

* A low-cost technology called AnemiaPhone, developed by Cornell
University, has been transferred to the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR).

* This technology will be integrated into ICMR’s programmes for
anaemia alleviation, women's health, and maternal and child
health.



e About AnemiaPhone

* Developed by researchers at Cornell
University, the technology allows rapid,
accurate, and affordable screening for
iron deficiency.

* |t uses a small finger-stick blood sample,
analyzed via a test strip and a mobile
device, much like a COVID-19 home test.

* Results are uploaded to a clinical
database for real-time interpretation and
guidance by healthcare workers.



* Iron Deficiency in India

* Iron deficiency is the leading cause of anaemia, affecting 50-70% of
pregnant women in India.

* Anaemia poses significant health challenges, including complications
during pregnancy and poor maternal and child outcomes.



1.How It Works

1. The test requires:
1. A finger stick to collect a drop of blood.
2. Results processed within minutes.
3. Data uploaded via mobile phone, tablet, or computer for immediate analysis.

2. Healthcare workers can provide on-the-spot interventions based on the
results.



* Significance

1. Healthcare Impact

1. Enables early detection and intervention for anaemia, improving maternal and child health
outcomes.

2. Facilitates quick and cost-effective healthcare delivery in rural and underserved areas.

2. Technological Innovation
1. Combines affordable healthcare with digital innovation, promoting technology-based
solutions for public health issues.
3. Global Collaboration

1. Showcases effective collaboration between Cornell University and Indian healthcare
institutions like ICMR.



Predecessor

Formation

Type

Legal status
Headquarters
Location

Key people

Parent
organization

Budget

Icmg

INDIAN COUNCIL OF
MEDICAL RESEARCH

Serving the nation since 1911
Indian Research Fund
Association (IRFA)

1911; 113 years ago (as
IRFA)

Government Organisation
Active

New Delhi, India

mam INdia

Raijiv Bahl,

Director General, Indian
Council of Medical Research
(Secretary, Gol -

Department of Health
Research)

Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Government
of India

32,359.58 crore
(US$280 million) (2023—
2024) []
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China’s long game in Africa A step behind Kejriwal
second fiddle to Arvind al, Atishi has sent out a dear me:
n 2022, when mediator. However, financed by and modelled on the
tmhlts'\edllsﬁmpollvcal mcmnngvmmngmelrmm CCP's Central Party School. These
school in Tanzania, role, as seen in its by = longer a part of the Cabinet.
e Mot Julius Nyesers the Saundi Arabi On November 25, for in-
Leadership School, Its modvatio and Niger-Benin disputes. China funded the construction of stance, while addressing a
s With an As China seeks to establish an Kenya's new foreign Nikhil M. Babu Press conference from the
Cotimated cost of $40 million, the alternative order — often headquarters, as the two ki masthehindu co.in party he: rs, Mr. Kejri-
school was a tool for the Chinese Bh v o, and countries were celebrating 60 Dethi wal said that the Delhi Cab;
Comsmn (CCP) to shape ot RN W sometimes in contrast with, the years of diplomatic relations. ast September, when net, headed by Ms. Atishi, had
the future political leaders of the Obeerver Western-led global system — &t _China i2 not only constructing sendor Aam Aadmi Par- passed a proposal for provid-
following the Chinese Research the bur aso 5y AAP) leader Adshi pension to 50,
principles c Africa's support in various Fefurblshing many existing ones. charge as Chief sensor citizens. Speaking afte:
erefore, i no surprise multitateral forums. For instance, the Miniomer, Dut aat et to 20 him, Ms. Atishi said that ‘s
bers of the 55 counrries, is a sig\lﬁtam player novation of the Herbert Chitepo empty chair used by her pre- had made this
bty e cnhnn were from in it School of Ideoclogy in Zim! 4 decessor Arvind Kejriwal, she [ dent. Before she appeared for The AAP's bi
1o Belfing is intensifying s efforts 16 | Through such initiatives, It alms to sent out a clear white | cement yet, ahead of the As-
historical ties to China. These build with Africa as establish a gove: Many thought that the op- vty mg. red chair | sembly elections,
continue o be ruled by part of its broader strategy to shift | similar to its own, based on tics would end with this sentl- | reserved for Mr. Kejriwal, re- | on December 12. Starting the
the Iiberation parties that came the global balance in its favour. strong, centralised systems. mental geswre and the new | porters were told that they | programme at the party head-
into power through However, China's engagement that offer stability and control. Chief Minister would soon get | would not be allowed inside. | quarters, Ms. said, “!
pre-independence struggles. The n Afri not a recent This highlights the effectiveness of down to business. However, Only pholnsrlphers were let | us welcome our chief and be-
clude South Africa. phenomenon. Befjing h. building reciprocal relationships, the first woman Chief Ministes | in. ews Arvind Kejriwal™
. a, African in where of AAP has been careful Towed with the Chief Minister | She “Arvind Kej-
Zimbabwe. and Tanzania_ In fact, , military and playing second fiddie to Mr. | later in the day or during the | riwal The crowd replied.
these ountries, along with Ithas are highly valued. val. This be seen | first week. This unlike the bads~ Mr. Kejriwal then
ana, are also part of the also helped develop Africa: even in her minor gestures — | AAP’s style of
Former Movements of onomies through investments in | Chinese dip! in Africa with him but always Then, during the firstday of | another Cabinet deciston.
Africa, an informal infrastructure and industri China’s approach to Africa is bullt just a small step behind, and d\e two-day ofthe Ded- | This was again a departure
meant to help one projects. This historical on decades of patient him as Ms. Artishi and | from how the AAP govern-
another address governance relationship continues to be While the Nyerere I.Aada‘shlp “sir’ or ‘gurny’. u- Kejriwal went to inspect | ment functions — Cabinet de-
chalienges and stay in power. strong, as China intensifies its. School represents a Sources in the party say | roads in north Delhi. It was | cisions have always been an-
/, the by on ing ties with milestone, it is only Ed they do not want her to over- 0 led the visit, | nounced by Chief Minister
establish the political school is Africa’s ruling iz s ategy to embed e AAP supremo in | with Ms. Ati: the Secretariat and not
meant to strengthe: E tours’ have remained a itself deeply within any way. Others say that the | After the visit, the former | the party headquarters.
relationship and increase its ey part of China’s public fabric. China’s long-term sheisafirsttime MLA | Chief Minister the this shows that wi
influence among the policymakers diplomacy with Africa. Every year, | goalis to pi a Sino-centric and was chosen tobe ChiefMi- | media. Later that too, | Ms. Atishi will be at the helm,
of these . hundreds of African order in which it plays a nister over while Mr. Kejriwal spoke for | she will always remain a step
school platform for the China for lectures at universities, central role in shaping global of the party and three-time t 18 minutes in the As- - Kejriwal, thus ce-
leaders of these ruling s MLAs may someth- | sembly, lsunching a scathing | menting his position as the un-
10 el thei: and cultural designed ever, China is also ing to do with it. “It is not col K the Central go- | disputed I £
governance capabilities through to familiarise them with Chinese of potential s in pletely the party’s plan. A lot | vernment and Prime Minister It is difficult even for AAP
shared re: This eraditions and governance Africa. It knows the importance of of see is her own de- | Nar. Modi, Ms. Atishi | leaders to hide this clearly
is also an example of China's practices. nurt ition parties to cision. She genuinely does not | again remained mum. She la- out strategy. During
br r strategy to shape Africa’s Only now has China's its interests in case ‘want ter spoke for less than a mi- the first day of the two-day
political landscape by promoting plan to influence African political | political shifts occur. By wal,” a source said. nute to introduce amend- | session of the mbly on
its governance model based on the elites ex; through the schools and A day after taking oath as | ments to a Bill. After the day's | September 26, BJP MLA and
centrality of the ruling party and oduction of political schools. bonds with ruling and Chief Minister, Ms. session ended, she walked be- | the Leader of Opposition, Vi-
its control over the state. During the Sth Forum opposition parties, made her first major public hind Mr. Kejriwal and Mr. Siso- Jender Gup(a. be =3
China’s long China-Africa Cooperation in 2021, ing that its influence is intact pearance at 3 party event ar | dia as they left the Assembly | speech to Ms. Adshi
Game of game in Africa regardless of political - Janur Mant Her Cabinet | together. She waited for them | and Mr. Kejrlwal ;
There are ways for a is not just about over 100 political parties 51 's long game in Africa is lleague, G Rail, spoke | to get into their car and leave | “Chief er -
country to assert its influence. economic ies. not just about economic influence first, followed by Dilip Pandey, | before getting into her rela- | ter ji, both of them are here.
One way could be mediation or influence or China's growing influence or milicary scrength. It is also N tively inexpensive govern- | Youcan change his seat to any
f gue among the itary Africa is evident not only in i the subde art of diplomacy wal. All of them then stood for | ment vehicie, place (Ms. Atishi got the seat
concerned parties to facilitate strengh. It is of new and Through its the national anthem and left Though Ms. Atishi contt | reserved for the Chief Mi
irive conversations. This also e institusions but also in the strategic investments in Africa’s the stage. The Chief Minister | nues to address press confe- | ter, while Mr. Kejriwal was
helps in building a srong global alsn. Abonst deepening of its political political future, China is ensuring did not speak a % rences, it is Mr. Kejriwal who | moved to seat 41), but what
image for the mediator country. subtle art of ummn;ps. for example, that it remains a key player in ‘The next day. when Ms. At- | has announced many impor- | difference does it make?™ Ma-
Historically, the U.S. has been the diplomacy and explesed its interest in ha\rlng shaping Africa’s governance ishi entered office, the party’s | tant decisions, ini S ny AAP leaders, including Ms.
most P aleadership school that would be | structures for years to come. plan became all the more evi- | net ones, even hheisno | Atishi, smiled af the comment.

The Centre’s share in States’ revenue has surged in the last decade
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
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The falling efficiency of States in collecting more taxes has their v on the Centre

FIFTY YEARS AGO JANUARY 9, 1975
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enough to efficiently collect taxes.

of own tax revenue in States” total
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RUPEE COMES FROM (inpaise)

_ , Customs & (5) | Non-debt capital receipts
Union excise 2 10)
duties 5 (6) //’ "

[ y/ Borrowings & other
Non-tax receipts ‘ \ liabilities 28 (32)
7(5) > \
Corporation-tax _/’
17(17) -

) ) Income-tax

Goods & Services Tax & other 19 (16)
taxes 18 (16)

Note: 1. Total receipts are inclusive of States' share of taxes and duties which have been netted in the
table 2. Figures have been rounded of; Figures in bracket represent FY24

RUPEE GOEST (in paise)

Pensions & (&) ] o
. — nterest payments
Subsidies 6 (7) 2% 20(20)
(entrally sponsored /
schemes 8 (9)
Finance Commission & 0/’ X
othertransfers 8 (9) ‘ a= tates' share of
\ taxes duties 20 (18)
: \
Defence 8 (8) (entral Sector Scheme
. (excluding Capital Outlay on
gt(t;sr Expeniture Defence and Subsidy)
16(17)

1. Total expenditure is inclusive of States' share of taxes and duties which have been netted against
receiptsinthetable. 2. Figures have been rounded off. Figures in bracket represent FY24



e Overview

e Over the last decade (FY16 to FY25), states in India have increasingly
relied on transfers and grants from the Centre.

- UGl geAh (FY16 H FY25)H, AR & ISl of ohg 4
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* Revenue Composition

e Own Tax Revenue: States' own tax revenue as a share of total revenue has
consistently stayed below 50% in the last decade.

« TAT & HY UoiEd: U@l s H TAT & Hel TSTEd H 3k TaT &
¥ T 7Ear 50% I A IET|

* Non-Tax Revenue: Non-tax revenue, which includes earnings from services,
interest receipts, and state-owned enterprises, declined from 5-9% (2000s) to
less than 5% recently.

« -FT TorET: TEH QA F 3T, sGrer W, 3R U7 ghefad
3GIAT T 3T AMA g, 2000 & @21 & 5-9% T T gl & 5% F

He gl S|




* Dependence on Central Transfers

* Transfers from the Centre now constitute 23-30% of states' total
revenue, up from 20-24% in the previous decade.

+ thg T TUTH

ATARO
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oo 3AF & 20-24% T 3OS &

* Grants from the Centre as a percentage of non-tax revenue rose to
65-70% in FY25 compared to 55-60% earlier.

Jikcd o

23-30% g, S
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 SGST Contribution

e SGST forms a significant part of states’ own tax revenue, rising from
15% in FY18 to 22% in FY25.

* SGSTYSAT & T & Y UiEd H FAgeaqul REAT §, W
FY18 H 15% T dgahY FY25H 22% &I =T

 Without SGST, states' own tax revenue declined from 34% to 28%.

-%(rSSTé? f9aT, TSAT T TIT AT R ToEd 34% | gehl 28%
97T |




1.Declining Own Tax to GSDP Ratio

1. States like Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Bihar have seen a decline in the ratio of

own tax revenue to GSDP. For instance, Tamil Nadu's ratio fell from 7.72%
(FY13 15) to 6.17% (FY22-24).

2. JMATS, e, IR WgR oY Tl & FT@F & FI_TeFd AR GSDP
& 3rrrCnT-r H fIRTge 2T 7S &1 3STEROT § T, TS T 3HeqdTd
FY13-15 & 7.72% ¥ O FY22-24H 6.17% @& 17|




* Challenges Identified

1.Inefficient Tax Collection

1. Many states fail to effectively collect taxes from stamp duty, registration
fees, and motor vehicle tax.

2.%% Ao T Yo, TII0T hewh, R AT alea T J JaIrdl a7
TUE e & e &
2.0verdependence on Centre
1. Heavy reliance on the Centre makes states vulnerable to fiscal shocks.
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Diminishing States’ own revenues

The data for the charts were taken from the RBI’s State Finances
Report. It also includes The Hindu’s calculations

Chart 1: The share of States’ own tax revenue, non-tax revenue,
and Central transfers in their total revenue (in %)
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The share of transfers from the Centre has
increased 23-30% in the last decade compared to
20-24% in the 15 years before that

Non-tax revenue
29.3

26.2

For over a decade
now, States’ own
tax revenue as

a share of their
total revenue

has remained
considerably below
the 50% mark

The share of
non-tax revenue

in States’ total
revenue is likely to
go below the 24%
mark in FY25 for
the first time in the
past 25 years

21.8 _—/‘
23.9

FYO1 Share in FY15 FY25*
Central taxes

*Estimates

total revenue (in %)
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Chart 2: The share of States’ SGST and own
tax revenue (OTR) without SGST in their

OTR minus SGST
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Chart 3: A detailed split of States’ non-tax revenue. (Figures in %)

80
Grants from Centre 1
60 P T 64.6
54.5
Earnings from services
40 36.1
31.8
20
9.1 Dividends and profits Interest receipts
3
<1
0
FYO05 FY15 2024-25 (BE)
Table 4: Shows the State FY13-15 |FY16-18 |FY19-21 |FY22-24
ratio of select States’  Tamil Nadu 7.72% |6.67%  |6.20% |6.17%
own tax revenue Karnataka 7.69% |6.94% |6.27% |6.29%
fo EricirGSDP N Bihar 6.04% |6.25% |5.44% |5.75%
%). FY17, FY21 and J s AL S
FY24 are revised Delhi 5.71% 5.26% 451% |[4.75%
estimates. FY25 is Kerala 7.00% 6.81% 6.28% [6.70%
budget estimates Madhya Pradesh |7.74% |7.01% 6.01% |6.11%
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GMR gets ¥6.300 cr. from

from Abu Dhabi Investment

CAmR crovip unewed 300 crore investment
from

wealth fund ADIA.

‘s soverelgn
The funds vﬂll help in reducing the debt of

Investment Authority (Al

LA).
o Ltd_ (GIEPL) received the funds

towas

Gebentures on Jamuary 7, as per a Aling. on

ONGC picks BP to boost
Mumbai High output

©il And Natural Gas

ation Ltd. (ONG!

Corpor: GOy
sasd it picked BP Exploration (Alpha) Ltd.. wholly

and wells to from
the MH field,” ONGC said in a filing. The TSP has
indicated a 60% rise in oil and gas production

from the baseline production level over a 10-year

contract period, ONGC added.

Laxmi Dental sets IPO price
band at F407-3428 a share

Laemi Dental Lid. will tap the capital market
with an initial public offering (PO} in the price

upper pi
2698 crore. The firm proposes to use net
proceeds towards servicing debt, among others.
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n what may constitute
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bill for

Trade Math Shock
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$486.73 billion, has been
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1 the website of
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drop in the year's cumula-

v and
The Hindu. The dramat-
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among economists. with
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eight months of 2024-25,
which was to
have grown 8.35% at

C
and Statistics (DGCIS) on

A bulk of this $14 billion

another bilion as they
1o $2.3:

Billion fmm s’s S biition
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trade gap remains the
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around $31.8 billion. rxom
the earlier estiman
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Interest rate cuts not a silver bullet
to revive the economy: CII chief

NEW DELHI

There is no single silver
buller such as an interest
rate cut that can address
the economy’s slowdown,
and the upcoming Union
Budget must revive India’s

should boost rural in-

dian Industry {(CID
president Sanjiv Puri told
The Hindu

The chairman and ma-
naging director of diversi-
fied conglomerate ITC Li-
mited stressed that the
industry is expecting an in-
terest rate cut but it not a
siiver bullee thar can solve

on
or glcnvlh trajeciory:

Spur consumption
“A rate cut will provide

may directly benefit of it,
where purchases are taken
throwgh a loan_

“That will help progres-

‘While tbe il chief indi-
the n.

RBI lifts curbs
on Chennai
lender Asirvad
Micro Finance

The Hindu Burcauy
MUMEBA

The Reserve Bank of India

cated
monetary pollcy from food
inflation that is more relat-
ed to weather vagaries, he
said this needs to be tack-

sively
son, and with these factors

very nuanced assessment.

sal of loans, effective after
October 21

Later, the firms initiated
remedial action and sub-
mitted 1o the

RBL the central bank said.

SEBI pulls up
Ola Electric
for lapses on
disclosures

Reuters

Indias markets regulator
warned Electric
against s.harlng company

‘India should build
foundational models
for AL but investment
is real entry barrier’

NEW DELHI

india must get into frontier
work in artificial intelli-
founda-

During his second day
a Al Tour,

of inform. a
store of nd
In December, Ola Elec-
tric founder, Bhavlsh As
ai Indic lang

new store openmg; n a
post on social media plat-

Nadella sasd that India can
do great work in the area of
uages and trans-

forming its industries using
artificial intelligence.

form X and to investors ~There’s no reason why
about fi hours later | India can't do frontier
through stock exchanges. work, you can even de-
Publicly-listed compa- | fne frontier pretty unique.
nies are required to dis- So for example, I dom't
close any information first | think the last b
w thy h ex- Al frontier
change filings and not | has happened. I always say
more than 12 hours after we are one mathemartical
the event takes place. breakthrough away
above violations | that entire edifice being
have been viewed very se- | thrown out and being go-
o ‘ou are hereby | ing after something pstoas
warned,” Mr. Nadella sasd.

service centres last month
to expand its reach and ad-
dress increasing number of
complaints regarding its
service standards. The let-
ter is the latest such regula-

govern
agency's investigation into
stan, 3
The issuwes haw

on Ola’s slelhr lin—
ing, which saw its shares
double in value in less than
a week. It has also lost mar-
ket share to rivals TVS Mo-
tor and Bajaj Auto’s “Che-
tak’ e-scooters.

oM g

sald academics in In-
dia, the research institu-
tions,

Satya Nadella

India should build its own

has an option to do that

sign space here is there for
india to make some smart,
strategic choice. And I'm
not saying you shouldnt
do like you know, but then
vou have to be that
itis a capital intensive busi-
ness if you want to be on
the frontier,” he said.

At present, India is us-
Ing Al engines or the foun-

Research, are very fantas-
tic math team and algo-

should also do

for Indian Industry; and 50
on.” Mr. Nadella sasd.

by OpenAL, c.oog;e etc.
AL the event, Microsoft
announced strategic part-
nerships with RailTel,
Apollo Hospitals, Baja) Fin-
serv, Mahindra Group, and
upGrad to help their teams
and customers benefit
from cloud and Al innova-
ton.
also
signed an with

company

Farm workers, drivers to be
fastest growing jobs: WEF

NEW DELHI

Farm workers and drivers

next five
of cashie:
Clerte will see the largest
decline, a new _study
showed on Wednesday.

In its Future of Jobs Re-

rt, released

surprise: Cashiers and ticket clerks face sharpestjob

for the highest job growth
by e advances

Workpla
cuts in the next fove years, the Warid Economic Forum reckoned. P11

these felds.
Ar

Proposed levy on
steel imports could
lead to steep price
hike in 2025: Crisil

NEW DELHI

Steel prices In 2025 would

last year i oposed sa-
feguard duty on steel im-
ports is d by the

in 2025. Prices have 2 4-6%

ing coal
low \olanlky have helped

reshapes market
Meanwhile, roles such as | upside hinged on

e- and T T i | e i e 1
dve assistants feguard dusty. some extent.

man skills, such as creative

rapidly reshapes the la-
bour market.
Al adoption is trans-

N
h it to target new
dented and 41% plan-
profound risks, said Till Le-  ning to reduce their work-
opold, head of work, wag-  for e to automation.
es and job creation, WEF. and 0 upskill workers.

ing farm workers, delivery
drivers, and construction
workers, are poised to see
the Lurgest job srowsh in
shokse e by 2
Significant increases are
also projeczed for care
Jobs, such as nursing pro-
e, Sl St
roles such as secondary
school teachers, with de-

flexi-

bility, and agility will re-

main critscal.
c

India Al to advance Al and

and Al Productivity Labs to
foster inclustve growth.

both tech-
nology and skl
types will be increasingly
<crucial in a fast-shift
market. Frontline
and essential sectors like
care and education

and related wades workers
and

~As mills ramp u
duction volume from u-.e

Ommissiol
pacities, increase in supply

ngh,
at Crisil Market Inzelligence
and Analytics, said in a
statement.

“The imposition of a safe-
guard duty

Coking coal spo( price
for the premium low vola-
Australia-ori-

gl.n Y aEciinea 125 in 2024,

the period. Notably, China
HRC export prices de-
clined 12% in 2024 and are
seill trading at a discount to
domestic mill prices.

The rating agency furth-
er said thar domestic steel
demand will continue to
outpace other major steel

in

the Industry could be a
positive here. Assuming it
is implemented by the end
of February, steel prices in
2025 would be much

the first half, Mr. Singh sasd

the current vear with a
growth of 8-9 % due to shift
towards steel-intensive
construction in the hous-
ing and infrastructure sec-
tors along with better de-
mand from engineering,
packaging and  other

shop
The list of five fastest de-

Lasz year, steel prices in
the domestic market de-
clined due to

In 2024, global steel de-
el 15 e ik o bes

the metal

of
backed by an increase in
net imports.
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trends driving  dining jobs is by

growth in demand across cashiers and ticket clerks,
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able energy and envi
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cline

in
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ducer and consumer, de-
clined 3.5%. led by declin-
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Gold googly bamboozles import data

India’s overall import bill for the first eight months of 2024-25, reckoned to have grown 8.35% at $486.73 bn, has been pared

by almost 3% to $472.5 bn, as per DGCIS data; the dramatic revisions alarm economists and one calls it ‘statistical harakiri

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

the steepest revision

in India’s trade data in
recent times, the Centre
has revised India’s import
bill for November 2024 by
almost six billion dollars to
$63.86 billion from the re-
cord tally of $70 billion re-
ported as quick estimates
by the Commerce Ministry
last month, led by a sharp
$5 billion downward revi-
sion in gold imports.

In fact, India’s overall
import bill for the first
eight months of 2024-25,
which was reckoned to
have grown 8.35% at

l n what may constitute

Trade Math Shock

India’s gold import bill for Nov. 2024 has been slashed by $5 billion
and cumulative tally from April to November pared by a quarter

Original

Revised
estimate | estimate

- ——

\4 5

Gold in

Nov. 2024 14.86 9.9
Gold, April-

Nov. 2024 49.1 37.39
Silver, April-

Nov. 2024 3.28 233

Source: DGCIS, Ministry of Commerce and Industry

$486.73 billion, has been
pared by almost 3% to
$472.5 billion, as per data
uploaded on the website of
the Directorate General of
Commercial Intelligence
and Statistics (DGCIS) on

Wednesday and reviewed
by The Hindu. The dramat-
ic revisions triggered alarm
among economists, with
one terming it as outright
‘statistical harakiri’.

A bulk of this $14 billion

drop in the year’s cumula-
tive goods import tally was
linked to a revision in the
gold import bill from $49.1
billion for April to Novem-
ber 2024, which marked a
49% spike from a year ago,
to just $37.4 billion which
reflects a mere 13.5% rise.
While gold imports ac-
counted for $11.7 billion of
the $14.2 billion revision in
the year’s import bill, silver
imports accounted for
another billion as they
were recalibrated to $2.33
billion from $3.28 billion
estimated as of December
16. The data revision im-
plies India’s trade deficit
this year should be about
$14 billion lower than esti-

mated earlier. November’s
trade gap remains the
worst on record but at
around $31.8 billion, from
the earlier estimate of
$37.84 billion.

October’s import bill
has also been revised
downward, but by a margi-
nal $0.16 billion to $66.18
billion, which means it still
marks India’s highest im-
port bill in a month.

Ajai Srivastava, director
of the Global Trade Re-
search Initiative, said the
government must explain
the rationale behind the re-
vision to ensure India’s
economic data retains
credibility among inves-
tors and financial markets.




e Overview

* The Centre has revised India’s trade data, significantly slashing the
gold import bill for November 2024 by $5 billion to $9.9 billion.

* This led to a downward revision of the overall import bill for the first
eight months of FY 2024-25, from $486.73 billion to $472.5 billion.
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* Revised Trade Data
* November 2024's import bill revised from $70 billion to $63.86 billion.

* Gold imports for April-November 2024 revised down from $49.1 billion to
$37.39 billion, reflecting a 13.5% rise instead of a 49% spike.

e 7Y 2024 T AT Toer $70 S O geree $63.86 o=
Y Tear |
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Impact on Other Commodities

e Silver imports for April-November 2024 revised down from $3.28 billion to $2.33 billion.
o 3TT-Td] 2024 & AT TET & HATT I $3.28 faferdsT & gere $2.33 fSfead &
fer ar)

Economic Implications

e India’s trade deficit is now estimated to be about $14 billion lower than previous estimates.

* il o SAMUN ©TCT Ugel & 3eIA & o@rsieT $14 fSfeldst & Eel d1 37H1E &

* November’s trade gap stands at $31.8 billion, down from the earlier estimate of $37.84 billion.
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Expert Reactions

Economists' Concerns

e The dramatic revisions have raised alarms, with one economist terming it "statistical harakiri."

o ikl FH 92 dead o [T 918 §, T e o 3@ "gifegha gufer” &gl

Call for Transparency

e Experts demand explanations for such significant revisions to maintain investor confidence.
o TIAYT TAAART o TAWH FI dAT (Wl & [T ST TMYUAT G TISCIHIOT hl HIIT
T I Bl



Significance

Impact on Credibility

e Sudden changes in trade data may affect India's economic credibility globally.
e IR 3T H 3ATAS deald H AR $I dfRas M @ W 3T 95 HhdTl ¢

Policy Implications

e Highlights the need for accurate data to guide fiscal and trade policies.
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China expands
trade-in plan

wesrre ovens and and rice cookers will be

More stuts:
frschnbot s o s b b Tor fromve sppierices: AEUTERS

BEUING

China added more home appliances to the lst of
products that can be used in its consumer
trade-in scheme and will offer subsidies for

addi

itional digital goods this y

vear, in an effort to

Fevive demand in‘the shiggish household sector.
Microwave ovens, water puri

dishorashing machines and 1
included in

Tice cookers will be

the trade-in scheme l‘or home

this year.

issued by the top state planner

St e e

ministry on Wednesday. Cellphones. tablet
computers, smart watches and bracelets under
000 yuan could get 15% subsidies.
The statement did not specify the total cost of
finance ministry

the incentives, however, a

o spur

been a

sector
pain point for the economy’

particular
i atialyte Calling fok trEeit mia s to gt
holds

spending

again.
SWe expect the total subsidies to double in size

0 300 billion yuan in 2025.
somewhat a
consumption,” said Xi

This ma

a policy pivot towards mo

Thanchen, sentar

Unis
China last year apportioned about 150 billion
yuan from the 1 trillion yuan spectal treasury

bonds issuance to subsidise

appliances, cars and other goods.

replacements of old

Trump’s SEC pick likely to give Wall
Street easier enforcement ride

NEWS ANALYSIS

Beuters

resldenl~<lec! Do-
Trump’s SEC

ikt vored several

times against punishing big
companies and was ex-
tremely critical of the agen-
cy’s enforcement process
when he was 2 top offictal

there, accor lic
rocords and former SEC ar.
© ;5. in a possible

IBM, according to a Reu-
ters review of Securities
and Commisston

2001
as a commissioner. In
doing so, he defied his fel-
low Republican agency
c

AIr Atkins was also fast-
llous,

cibed entorcannent sitlons
word by word and fre-

that corporate fines unfair-

=

New approach: al exterior view of the U S. SEC headquarters in Washington. Atkins (g
e sharehol

Terer
betieves fines untarty penabise

cus on individual fraud-
sters. He ecame  well

known for his industry

friendly views, even as the
agency grappied with the
fallout from the Enron and
WorldCom  accounting

scandals
Bur his enforcement dis-

over $20 billion in pen:
ties and 'S,
High-profile companies

S
affected by new leadership
include electric carmaker
Tesla, crypto exchanges
Coinbase Global and Bi-

ly penalize
and that the SEC should fo-

nance, and Investment
firms Carlyle
and TPG.

Who are aready affected. R

His nomination should
bring down the stress
levels and ambient heart
rates for compliance _.
staffers

TYLER GELLASCH
Fonmes SEC aficial

nder Mr. Atkins,
likely

mediately
sources sald.
such an approach is dange-
rous because big compa-

nies can pose systemic
risks and are capable of

bring down the stress le-
vels and ambient heart
rates for compliance ..
staffers,” said Tyler Gel-

10 dissents

SEC leadership comprises

five politically appointed
ners, including

(he dlall \me on

rules and enforcement ac-

nor the agency publicized

the outcomes of enforce-
nt  votes. obscus

commissioners® overall re-

voting records 2
tenure, for which only 28
months during to

2008 are available. The re-
cords relate to administra-
tive enforcement actions
brought before the SEC's

-hotse court but not fed-

eral court n.
‘With 10 dissents, Mr. At-

those months. Even in
day's  partisan climate
where party-line SEC dis-

ate malfeasance where the harm is
risks and cause large-scale harm

still active. notching record
penakles in 2020 and sur

ising
Tieh
against Tesla and crypto
firm Ripple.

sands of votes he would

have made. former agency

officials sal accurate-

Ty refiece his exaceng ap-
sue:

such as censuring unregis-
tered accoun

e documents do not
remrd Mr. Arkins® reason-

that corporate fines only

kins® willingness to oppose
his fellow o1
enforcement matters is

hurt
already suffered e the
original misconduct.
He also argued that en-
forcers often pursued mi-

chair during Mr. Trump’s
first term, was similarly

passam
Mr. Atkins® te-

nure,

metimes revealed how

matters, bt nekher they

of big
fines and focused mostly
on s -scale Investor
. Bur the agency was

the evidence they had on
targets.
“Where there are se-

Steered by sun

Clean drive: in Aptera electric vehicle, which can run for 40 miles just on integrated solar panels according to the company, is displayed

during CES 2025, an annual consumer electronics trade shar

i Las Vegas, Nevada, U.S. REUTERS

Airbus faces financial bill after
end-year delivery crunch

PaRLS

Alrbus is counting the cost
of last-minute financial
concessions to akrlines to
overcome a spate of minor
quality problems after
scrambling to deliver a pro-
wvisional 123 jets in Decem-
ber, industry sources said.

audits,
meaning it could still be
trimmed by one or two jets
before final data. ased
o Thursday, sources s,
Sven so, the world's lar-
gest planemaker is expect-
ed to declare victory after

Comcession logic: Concessions are =
eliveries moving and reassure aifines. SEUTERS

deliveries in a briefing to
analysts in

atic way to help krep

raised concerns tha

push to speed up dellveries
of

has come at the expense o
quality problems.

den\-ery targets s becom-

ing more routine.
They said Airbus had

p ight
Tantee that repairs would
not be any costlier than
usual. Critics say that over-
use can destroy value and
affect credibility with air-
line buyers.

Markets feeling the most pinch from Trump tariff risks

Reuters
LONDON

From China to Europe, Ca-
nada to Mexico, world
markets are already reeling
from Donald Trump's pro-
mise to jack up tariffs
becomes U.S. pre-

:lden( later this monil
r. Trump has pledged

perts say upe:
trade flows, raise costs and
draw retaliation.

Here’s a look at some

trade wars 2.0." say J Gord:
man s. Investors are
cm

already
ing the country’
changes and central bank
to Gefend a numbling yuan.

China's tghily con-
trolled currency is at its
weakest in 16 months, with
the dollar trading

s stos

decisive-

Iy above the symbolic 7.3
u: milestone  which

authorities had d d.

8.4 in a scenario in which
the US. imposes 60% ta-
nalys ina

riffs. A expect Chi
to let yuan weaken
further to help ers

p export
manage the impact of ta-
riffs, but
A sudden plunge would
bring lurking fears of capi-
tal outflows to the fore,
and jolt confidence, alrea-
dy bruised aft
T et Dlgmest. watkly

fall in two years.

2) Euro's toxic mix:
The euro has slid over 5%
since the U.S. election, the
most among rna)nrc en-
cies. to

Collateral damage: Experts say Trump's tanls would upend trade flows and draw retasation. RE.

rency could fall to the key
$1 mark this year, as
uncertainty weighs.

TeRs

erillion in two-way
a rvices .
Markets anticipate 100

f European Central

ports then fell as
Trump emted the arttle.

wings highlight in-

be pricing about a 5%
chance of such a tarifl_
A full-fledged trade war

over the euro.

mix for the euro”, said ING
currency strategist Fran-

3) Car trouble: In Eu-

stocks are also
sensitive to

ton Post report that Trump
aides are ex; fmport
duties only for critical im-

vestors®

Canadian rate cuts could

Setsoe
b g g eid
shed a quarter of their va-
lue since an April 2024

k and their I'Elaxhe wval-

uations
Baskat of the most arif oc.

tive to the main market in
the past six months.

le: Cana-
da’s dollar is near its weak-

It has potendal to fall
r. Goldman analysts
markets may only

push the loonie to the 1.50
mark against the U.S. dol-
lar, said ING’s Pesole. That
would imply a further wea-
kening of almost 5%.

S) Volatile peso

The Mexican peso was
already down 16% against
i, dnliar in: 3128 when
Mr. Trump was elected, so
a lot of hews-both geod
for the dollar and bad for
the peso—was priced fn.

Monday’s tariff news, la-

ter denied by Mr. Trump,
sent the peso up as much
as 2% before it pared gains,
highlighting that volatility




Steered by sun

Clean drive: An Aptera electric vehicle, which can run for 40 miles just on integrated solar panels according to the company, is displayed
during CES 2025, an annual consumer electronics trade show, in Las Vegas, Nevada, U.S. REUTERS



EL,; emissions pool Tesla
may see $1-bn windfall
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Electric-runjetvyingto —
become taxi in the sky < ‘

India must balance Al ambition

=%

with investment, says Nadella
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IN THE NEWS

Sebi warns Ola
over disclosure
norms violations
SEBIHAS ISSUED an
sdministratove warning
letter to Ola Electric
Mobility over viotations
of disclosure norms, reports

ansion plans on
before informing investors thro-
ugh exchange flings. msos &

Puri says hng‘lercorp

THE TREND OF man-
ufscturing com-
panies o
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GUARDED APPROACH LIKELY TO IMPENDING TRUMP’S MOVES

No pre-emptive tariff overhaul

® Routine customs
duty rejig likely
MUKESH JAGOTA

Delhi, January 8

istration in the US, acc o offi-
ol reen It 2 vty St he
FY26 Budget, to be presented in Pas-
liamsent on Februasy 1, would under-
23 sy anticiptony custonss Juty
structuring to bring down the tas

iff levels in response to Tromps
chacpeecfinga beingahigh tariff™

services has
impacted wage
Growth in India, Sanjiv Puri,
resicent of Cl nan
Interview with Priyansh Verma
and Raghav Aggarwal m race 2
Cheese, ready-to-eat
meals, snacks next
on Wilmar menu
SINGAPORE-BASED

WILMAR INTERNATIO
NALis Skely to bolster
food port

of the ndian parner, reports
NBFC fundraising
through ECB route
h
FUNDRAISING BY
n NON BANKING
through the external
commercial borrowings route
lakh crore in 2024, reports
Anupreksha Jain_ mrace &
on DMI Finance and
Asirvad Micro Fin

Viveat Susan Pinto. m sace o
hits S-year hi
fimancial companies
has hit a five-year high of T3.64
RBI lifts restrictions
THE RESERVE BANK of

in October 2024 mrsce s
BP wins bid to
operate ONGC's
Mumbai High field

B8P HAS BEEN selected
as the technical service
nce-

‘Align Al and
business goals

for better results’
Interview with Shallender
™MD, Oracle Incia

- cre po

mation,
Atbest, routine dutyadjustments,

inchuding. irned at furthercor

rection oF the “imverted duty strc
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EAD TO LEAD

Modest Q3 on the
cards for India Inc

FE BUREAU
New Dethi, January 8
AFTER A INTING Septem-

ber 2024 quarter. inwhach aggregate
fits for India Inc barely grew,
cenpanics are expected to turn ina
better performance for Q3FY25.
Earnings seazon comes against the

e, Among the key factors that
would haw the financial
sesults of businesses for the three

= months to arcthe sales in
the festival season, the depreciation

i the currency
=Depioyment:

potential
2027, from

tume

pots not
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2
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a

port the artificial intelligence (A1)
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i sdirnd semintiat

to Kotak
Equities (KIE) For the BSE 30 set of

Prame
Minsster Narendra Modi has met stal
warts in the tech wosld, including
Aicrosoft CEO Satya Nadeila, Vianas
Syst iides and

to increase by 7.296 y-o-y on the

back of a rise in sales of 5.7% y-o-¥.
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CEO.
discuss oppertunities and human -
s AL
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ing that the bottom line would be
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Markets recover from day’s low
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smart recovery in
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Foxconn, Dixon urge govt to pay
X700 cr in pending PLI subsidies

SANKALP PHARTIVAL
Sanuary 8

APPLE SUPPLIER FOXCONN Tech
nology Group and Dixon Technolo-

companies didn’t meet estimated
productson targets. Foxconn and
Dixon argue that, according to the
scheme rules, they are eligible for
some of the unallocated funds, peo.

=
in subsidics they
rdad (hzy are entitied to unde:

PLI)

Foxconn could get as much ax
2600 croce and Dixon T 100 croce if
the s the funds,

scher,

totalof T41,
manufacturers. and part of that
remains unallocated because

tified publc.

Continued on Page 14
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EARNINGS OUTLOOK

B
ipped to grow at
ves by 4.3%
= Operating profits for both
Nifty and Sensex firms may
Grow slower than net s

i Q2, met profits for 2,875

companies were flat yoy
with net sales growing 3t 6%

FMOG players
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Swiggy serves Snacc
* to take on Zomato in
15-minute delivery

Aocreding tothe revieed data, the
faximum over-reporting was for
Novembes, with the figure being
fevised dowmwand by $5 billion to

the

New Deihi, January 8

FOOD AND GROCERY delivery
platform Swiggy has Launched a

o
$9.84 ballion. For.
£2p between the Tttt e revised

stimates range from $2.44 billion
oS 16 million. MAacE 2

Banontradein

some crop futures

may be lifted

THE CENTREIS considering revok
eeyear

including wheat and unprocessed

Sice, aftes studies found the steps

ctive, accos
1 = peracn with knowicdge of the

stive quick P desvery space With
this _standalon.

The app. currently operational in
select parts of

Bengalura,
marks Swiggy's

20-samUTE
POO0, first attempe at
DELIVERY L ing asepa
SO0 rate  platform
PAGE S ocutside its main

rmato quictly rolling ou
15-minute fomtare
recentiy on its anary app under

= AT 230,000 matter. reports mnu
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FY23, Foxconn
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Gary 31 deadline meace &

HEATING UP

staurant-prepared dishes
Within 15 marastes \\ln}lmlegnrlu
such as breakfast, coffee and

Snace has partnired with beands
like Blue Tokai and The Whole
Truth, while other items are sourced
from third-party providers.
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® GAURAY MUNJAL, CO-FOUNDER & CEO, UNACADEMY

The plan is prcy‘” tability first, followed by 1Py

Sebi took up 83 cases
of fromtrunning
frvestigation i 202324

Kumar, SVP and region. With an o
firm L 2024,
R b
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= e "
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.. meantime:
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Camct
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g ol et e EE UPSC,
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teven 2024,
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Make America ‘Greater’ Again?
Why Trump’s Eyeing
Canada, Greenland

US + Canada Will Be A Big Deal For Sure

19.5 mn sgkm

Combined size of Canada
and US. It'll topple

Russia (17mnsgkm) — .= .
from its perch of the

w world's largest country

$21.6 trillion

Combined GDP of US and
Canada. It'll put the entity
about $10tn clear of

China ($17.9tn),

the second-largest
economy

He's yet to be sworn in for his
second stint, but Donald Trump is
already kicking up controversy.
He has floated the idea of what
could be a ‘Greater America’ by
asking Canada to join his country
as its 51st state and revived talk
of acquiring Greenland

$53.5
billion
US goods and
services trade deficit

with Canada
in 2022

Many people in Canada LOVE

being the 51st State. The United
States can no longer
suffer the massive Trade
Deficits and Subsidies
that Canada needs
to stay afloat. Justin
Trudeau knew this, and
resigned

— Donald Trump (hours after Trudeau
announced he will step down)




Acquiring Lands Not Outlandish Idea

White settlers, of course, displaced American Indians as

Greenland Will Bring Shipping, Mineral Heft

40% Distance A'hsh gﬁﬁ;ﬁ;«; they captured and came to control the North American
shaved off g ROUTE landmass but, through its history, US has employed

the western Europe- usa

east Asia route if ships
were to go through

the Arctic Sea instead Fasa o Territory  Area (sq.km) Acquiredin Method
of Suez Canal, the vy Purchased from France
circuit that's currently Louisiana| 2.1mn | 1803 | {5 5mp
preferred because : Purchased from Spain
Arctic waters tend to Florida | 1,86,740 | 1819 |, oy
stay ice-bound for the Purchased from Russia
better part of the year. R el Ocoan i Alaska 15mn | 1867 | (5 s7omn

Puerto Annexed following milita
> However, gI_obaI warming is thawing Rico 9,085 1898 victory over Spair? v
down the Arctic route and the forecast “ Virgin Purchased from
is for the traffic through the area to For purposes of lelaiids 352 INT | panmanfor $25mn
dramatically increase, especially as National Security
newer routes open up, like the North-West and Freedom » To bring foreign Micronesia, Marshall

CANADA"
Northwest

many devices to expand its territory, from conquest to
outright purchase. Here’s a selective list:

Passage (see map). It'll allow ships to avoid

- throughout the territories under its Islands, and Palau.
the Russian-controlled Northern Sea Route. 3
> 25/34 of critical raw materials Europe Yortu, the United 33?&3%;3&%?2\& i
s > i century, US has come
needs for its industries and the green St?égfsotfhﬁﬂ?,gca Association (COFA) - which | ¢ conrtyrol 16 insular

transition can be found in Greenland. In 2023,
EU signed an MoU with Greenland to develop

sustainable raw materials value chains.

» Warming temperatures are making mining
easier in Greenland, which has large deposits
of rare earth metals key to the production of

energy transition tech and batteries.

ownership and
control of Greenland
is an absolute
necessity

— Trump

allows a foreign country to
maintain a high degree of
economic integration with
the US while remaining
politically independent.
US has COFAs with three
Pacific Island states -

areas’, jurisdictions
associated with it that
are nonetheless not
part of the country. The
most recent — Northern
Mariana Islands — was
added in 1986.




e - Greenland Could Soon Be Independent

Greenland is an autonomous territory &6 Greenland is ours. We are not for
of Denmark and the island of 55,000 sale and will never be for sale. We
people is heavily dependent on the must not lose our long struggle for
Scandinavian country for its economy, freedom — Greenland PM Mute Egede

defence and foreign policy. But there

is an ongoing movement in Greenland
for complete independence. The next
Greenlandic parliamentary election

&6 There isn't a snowball’s chance in
hell that Canada would become part

is scheduled for 2025 and could of the United States — Canadian PM
s T e AT e signal which way the independence Justin Trudeau, on X
R R b = o L movement goes.

Source: USTR, World Bank, Arctic Institute, media reports
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STA STICS

India’s satellite
constellationis .,
the 7th lal‘geSt Country/

US has nearly 80 times om"'s,atm"

more satellites in orbit Russia+*

than India, which is _

No.7 on the list of China \

countries and UK

organisations \ §

with satellites Japan . P ‘

in space France g, B3 o !
. %

(=7

H femit
India . 3 (As of Nov, 2024)

ESA** B2
e R

*Russia+: Russia and former Soviet
republics; **ESA: European Space Agency;
Source: Statista, 2024; Design: Anil Panwar




Section 479 of BNSS, 2023



The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has issued directives to all states and Union Territories
(UTs) for implementing Section 479 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) 2023.

About Section 479 of BNSS, 2023:

Purpose: Provides relief to undertrial prisoners by mandating their release on bail or bond
under certain conditions.

Key Provisions:

e Subsection (1):

e Under trail prisoners (UTPs) who have served half the maximum sentence prescribed for the offense (except those
punishable by death or life imprisonment) shall be released on bail.

e For first-time offenders, UTPs serving one-third of the maximum sentence are eligible for release on bond.




Responsibility:

e Makes it mandatory for e Ensure timely application
prison superintendents for bail or bond to the
to file applications in the court for eligible
concerned court for the prisoners.

release of eligible
prisoners.



Burkina Faso







e Location:

e Situated in West Africa, Burkina Faso is landlocked.

 Borders: Mali (northwest), Niger (northeast), Benin (southeast), Togo and Ghana
(south), and Ivory Coast (southwest).

e Capital: Ouagadougou.

e Geographic Features:

* Rivers: Major rivers include the Mouhoun (Black Volta), Nakambe (White Volta),
and the Nazinon (Red Volta).

* Deserts: The northern region is arid and forms part of the Sahel, with semi-
desert landscapes.




 Historical Highlights:

 Formerly named Upper Volta under French colonial rule.

 Renamed Burkina Faso in 1984 by President Thomas Sankara.

 Languages and Ethnicities:

e Languages: French (official), with indigenous languages like Moore widely
spoken.

e Ethnic Groups: The Mossi are the largest ethnic group.




* What is the purpose of the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act,

20237
f3fSicer cafdderd ser axafor HfRAATA, 2023 &7 368 T

g7
* A. Protect personal data and ensure user privacy / cgfFdarTd 3T I

FI&T AR 3TRerhal Mustrrar Jafaa s

B, Promote data sharing across orgamzatlons / HISAT & T 2T

HTSIT HIAT Fo1aT Soll

C. Strengthen financial regulations / fa<=r eI Holdd Il
D. Encourage cryptocurrency transactlons/m a?l'a?l' Y

qicHIled HLell



* Where will the Flamingo Festival 2025 be held?

FATHIN HiTeaer 2025 el Jfad gem?

e A. Pulicat Lake, Andhra Pradesh / 9faiehe , 3TY geQr

B. Chilika Lake, Odisha / fafersT ?IFI‘ _M
C. Sullurpeta, Andhra Pradeshlm T geer
D. Keoladeo National Park, Rajasthan | hadrea TI'@TI' 3cdldd,

ol ETeT



* What is the main feature of the AnemiaPhone technology adopted by
ICMR?

H@nﬂmmm?@mﬂdchmchaﬁﬂw

faQryar «=ar g7

 A. Detects anemia using a drop of blood / T&h I&Fd C ) 3:{ q
TATRAAT T 94dT 9T §
B. Monitors blood pressure / T&dad & IR HIAT &
C. Measures cholesterol Ievels/aﬂa@l’ﬂ' TAT BT ATIAT %’
D. Provides glucose level tracking/’?ﬁflx_ﬂ' TAT T IR Sear %




* Which country recently revised its trade data to reflect a lower gold
import bill?

fhg U o 8Tl &I H 319a1 A & AT [§f &l »H I
A9 3T ahl JAT™T Thar g7

* A. China / dleT
B. United States / W 5T ARSI

C. India / IR
D. Australia / 3TeeferaT




* What is the main cause of anemia in India?

AR H TAITHAT T T HRUT AT §7

* A. Iron deficiency / m T HHAT

B. Genetic disorders / maaﬂa: TR
C. Malnutrition / HW’I‘I'UT

D. Parasitic mfectlons/tRGﬂa‘T THHT




* What percentage of pregnant women in India are affected by iron
deficiency anemia?

HRT H fohdel gfderd THadr AT IR T FAT F gl
dTel TAIfAAT & 91T 87

e A. 30-40%
B. 50-70%
C. 80-90%
D. Above 90% / 90% & 3118



* What is the Pulicat Lake ecosystem known for?

qferee Sirar aIRFEufadr a7 & fav #=ar afdey &7

* A. Migratory bird habitat / TaT} gf&ray &1 3a™
B. Largest coral reefs in India / IR & HdH &3 HR JF

C. Deep-sea blodlverSItv/W qHa $T aAq ﬁﬁ'ﬂ?ﬂ
D. Dense mangrove forests / e ﬁlﬂ? dol




* Which technology supports real-time anemia diagnosis using mobile
devices?

hlel HI deheileh AldISel 3YRIUINN T 3T Hleh dIEAddsh THI
A TAAAT e &1 GHdT Sl §7?

* A. AnemiaPhone / TAITAATHIT

B. GlucoTrack / ?FI‘?T’@H?
C. HealthBot / ge¥dIc
D. BioScan /




* How often is the Flamingo Festival held in Andhra Pradesh?
mqt%rﬁq—ﬂﬁ?ﬁ%:@aaﬁm?ﬁmmmﬁ

* A. Annually / 8T HTel ‘
B. Biennially / ¥ &I |1 H ‘
C. Every five years / Y 9Tl AT H
D. Monthly / X



 What was Burkina Faso previously known as during French colonial
rule?

e INIHAARNE AHA & GRIA FlehaAT BrEAT A Tgot fhd ATH

ST SATAT AT?

* A. Upper Volta / 379X dlecl
B. Ivory Coast / 3TTSal HITC

C. Gold Coast / Me8 HIEC
D. Mali Federation / HATell Hhaere




Word of the day

Gelid:

extremely cold

Syn ONYMS: arctic, frigid, glacial, icy, polar

U SAge: She could not long survive the gelid
waters of the lake.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/gelidpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /azel.1d/




Fun Fact




Myth : Ancient Indians believed in a flat Earth.

* Ancient Indian texts like the Rigveda and works by Aryabhata
describe the Earth as a sphere. Aryabhata even explained the Earth's
rotation and its relationship with the apparent motion of celestial
objects.
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